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Thursday, January 1st, 1969, 


Memorandum: ' 

Alter a day ol all blue and gold, it.is now drizzling 
and warmer, even though one needed no coat before the clouds 
brought Hew Year's daylight hours to a close, 

, ^ • 4, - ‘ j •’ V J . ' i -J ' 

Uh&t I like best about the close ol day is the probability 
that it will permit a return to rodtine, —a status which 
i® always treasured by the sloth and the conservative, I guess. 

It was good to see the General this morning. He came over 
.to *ucoa, bringing me some wine, pretty in coloring but looking 
suspiciously like Sherry, But the impulse behind the bottle is 
the thing and I never have difficulty linding customers even though 
this or that variety doesn t .always tickle my palate I 
always look lorward with pleasure to our little sessions together 
and although neither ol us had anything vital to relate, it 
was pleasant just chatting. 

Both set8 of the S, G, department are building homes, — 
each using a dillerent contractor, and it will be. interesting 
to see il both are equally satislied with their respective 
efforts. 

, After the General had been oalled away to go back into the 
ne,d Hiver section to inspect the new herds of oat tie, 1 
passed by the house aoross the fence where I found all the 
ladies just heading out lor H a tohitoohes, I thought Jeleste 
seemed rather on the subdued side. Their departure let 3. J, Junior 
alone, and so he and I had an opportunity to take the world apart a 
little. He gives the impression ol radiant health and is as 
gay as a oricket. Later he showed me some braces he is 
trying out in order to be able to stand eventually. He tries 
them for 45 minutes a day, I don't know what advantage these will 
offer since he has no muscles that.will respond to any nerves 
below his waist, but I suppose there is some desireable p 0 int 
just in being able to stand, although what that could be, isn't 
quite clear to me. -‘a 

! 

We dined at the big house and there said goodbye, I 
had intended seeing Frances Henry later at Geleste's, but 
pilgrims interfered with my intentions. . Frances plans a quiok 
initial trip to Hurope late in March, —perhaps a oouple ol weeks 
on tne continent, but with a life time ol no annointmant.* 


JOUi&AL OF FRANCOIS MIGNON 
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a fat table acc'ount, I can't imagine why she should mate such 
a rush of the thing. The last I heard, -eleste still plans 
to make her jaunt late in June. I have never before 
given much thought as to the probable thousands of reasons 
why people go to Europe, and now, at long last that I am conscious 
that there must be so many varied and Inexplicable aeuses, I 
guess J wouldn't care to bother trying to discover the whys 
and the wherefores. , 

Third hand, 1 heard it rumored tonight that Orealia had 
been located visiting kin folk somewhere between Derry and 
the Gorham hill section. -That is all I heard. Personally 
I doubt if she will ever resume her position next door although 
one never knows. a good servant has been lost through the 
extravagance of nerve sprees and although Aurelia has put up with 

them for years, I reckon there may well be a limit eventually. 

» 

Then, too, it,is possible the .girl just wants to frolic 
a little and doesn t re-act much to the ups and downs of educated 
employers as much fts I imagine. After all, the new secretary 
in my own set up appeared Monday and Tuesday and then didn't 
appear Wednesday and Thursday, and for what reason 1 can't imagine 
except aft her brother explained whan he pssed this way this afternoon; 

"She'8 likin' to ride up and down the road in her cousin's 
new ole oar." 

I was disappointed primarily because there was a- hand written 
letter, - or note, which probably wasn't anything especial, although 
as it was post marked Waco and seemed to be signed "Helen", 1 
aseume it may well be from little Mies Baldwin, and it is-certainly 
wonderful, --if this be true that it is from herx, —that she 
is able to take pen In hand once mor*. 

* * - • Cv , - 

last nie>ht finshed the Denmark book and today came something 
entitled "Windows aox the Grown Prince" by Elisabeth Grey Vining or 
Viney or some such, I expeot it is the-thing mentioned in 
Talking "ook Topics as having been penned by the governess of 
the Japanese Grown Prince, I shall sample it later tonight. 

« 

I don t reoall if 1 mentioned that last week when the 
Campbells arrived, they beought an impressive array of fireworks whioh 
we didn't get around to do much about. But last night 
I figured there would be activity in that depa tment and 
I accordingly gave them to -cater to take to his nephews living 
down the road a pleoe. I learned later the ^oman candles and sky¬ 
rockets were a great sucoess and that the Bengal fire was pretty-pretty, 
and thus it would appear that 1953 really got ushered in with 
Africa-At fciastprapiiptft gP4#®afl®didftl£gh$oifngotn{legj§p£pppg,pf 


Friday, January 2nd, 1953. 


Memorandum; 

Another substantial shower last night but a fat 
'golden moon before 2 this morning, followed by clear skies all day, 
but accompanied by a wind that was keen enough to make believeable 
the weather man's prediction that the thermometer will sag to 
32 tonight. 

. 1 never appreciated the iron pot so much as I did tonight. 

Along toward the close of day I got myself tangled up in all 
kinds of messy prp|ects and at first dark decided 1 would 
do a bit of rug beating and general house cleaning in anticipa¬ 
tion of a big.pilgrimage rush on Saturday. All went along swimmingly 
until, after developing quite an encrustation of dirt, 1 
finally got around to divest myself of my clothes and step into 
the tub, only to discover that mot humilitating of circumstances 
at such a moment, —there was no water. 

r f 

Undaunted, ho ever, I dressed myself in a pair of sandles and 

gW66 0 t<.S u s ot *h lSlin?oS a thl u J8tJ he i’ , S 0 8H g S t o§iei &?S! d 

maniac but cold water is so much nicer than no water at all 

that I was thankful for the pot and its contents even though 

as a result of my ende vors, I felt not unlike an ambulating ice cake. 

Dr. Knipmeyer came by in the morning to pick up some sacks of 
cotton hulls T am giving 'him for his garden, -ue is planning to 
take Madam knipmeyer on a little vacation to Goooa, Florida, — 
somewhere between Daytona and Miami to visit one of their sons, and 
as they will be gone a couple of weeks, I shall miss them on Thursdays. 

-f * f 0 

m SJTi. : vr J '* ■ ■ ■* 

Mrs. Goombs came by with Mr. and Mrs. Gharles Wood in the 
afteroon. 1 was glad to see them but their visit did eat in on 
gardening x was undertaking with Andy. Andy .tells me *urellia came home 
this noon after vi'eiting her kin folk in Gorham and seems pretty 
nervous, which is a other way of eaying, 1 suppose, that she doesn't 
intend resuming her postiion across the fence. This is 


l 
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unfortunate for all concerned but more difficult for the lady 
whose unbridled emotioualisra caused the final break, since a 
sevant can always find plenty of places but an employer can look 
quire a whll6 for satisfactory help. I saw Celeste for a few minutes 
this morning. She if still on the tense side and she explained tnat 
nobody in the world understands her and her problems, Among other 
hinge, —and there are many, --this, of course, is just another way 
of saying she is feeling sorry for herself which makes her 
road a little more difficult although there may or may not be some 
advantage in her own ignorance of at least some of her own problems. 

I am glad the jaunt to California begings around the 20th or 2lst, 
for perhaps a change of scenery .will contribute whatever new vistas 
are said to aid in solving various and sundry problems. 

Although I haven't thought much about the matter of 
what magazine sa*±±x - I shall nominate for recording. I am thinking 
at the moment that perhaps the hew York Times Magazine Section may be 
my 'choice. It may be felt by the powers that be that this material 

is too much like the material in Headers Digest, but as of up to now, 
comes closer to my desires than anything else I can think of off hand 

do many magazines changes from decade to decade, and sinoe I haven’t 
read any in a dozen or 15 years, I have no notion as to what r any 
of them are like at the moment. Once The Lew Hepublic was 
an excellent sheet and at another time The nation ranked afong with 
Outlook as of substantial value, but I beliove.Qutlook has 
long since been dead and butied and so may the Uafcion have passed 
out, too, so far as I know. 


And speaking of rangaz nqs generally, I'm wondering if 
Illustration achieved anything special with its Noel number this 
year and what, if any, particular subject it stressed, for years and years 
I have wanted to put my finger in that pie but I shall never get 
around to do so. 

-»nd sceaiing of picture publications, I have long wanted to 
remark upon the beauty .of the Life reproduction of Chennonceau 
which appearred t in the near Christmas issue, along with that very 
inter sting collection of miniatures from the Homanoff collection It is 
with' such material that wonders could be forthoomin if Life and 
Illustration could get their heads together 

i • J * ft r -Cl i $ 'i .'hiVv^ 1 • 

One commentary on Christinas might deal with my luok in 
getting no cigarettes, which was all to the good, since I had a very 
ample supply^ There were 12 gifts of cookies and oakes of which 
I never have an over abundance and an assortment of wines, * 
not a single bottle of which was port Among the nicer things coming to 
hand was the suet-peanut butter balls on which the old mocking bird 
and a bevy of cardinals are pecking madly. 3o much for now and 
may your week end be one of peace. 


» 
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Sunday, January 4th, 1953. 


Mem or anduij: 

• t • 

A sun-shiney week end but a little on the cool side, 
and withal fairly peaceful. 

I had pilgrims Saturday afternoon along about three 
when Ora telephoned. She seems ever so much happier, after 
her week in the clinic. They discovered she has some kind 
of a business intestinal, that will reour only if she 
fails to keep to a fairly rigid diet, although the latter 
is sucji that she can have eggs, baked potato, and moat, but 
must never so much as glance an any gree vegetable, raw or 
cooked and that includes lettuce. ~nd she must never touch 
anything containing alcohol, as she doesn t incline toward 
spirits anyway, the latter restraint isn’t^too irkesome. 

It is thought that a couple of weets in bed may turn things so 
she can be up and about again, l am glad for her sate and 
most re-assuring is the cheery quality of her voice. 

< < 

I dined across the fence where thinge seemed so-so although 
the shortness of nerves tends to create that constant awareness 
that the top of the volcano may explode at the slightest jar, 
such as her husband's failure to instantly snatch at a plate that 
is passed or some such trifle. It is so nice to know that 
California is on the schedule for the 20th. I don't know 
what effect a quick glimpse at the Hockies will do* —but 
wonders as a sedative, I hope, 

a lovely old lady, -irs. Livingston, died in town last 
night. had met her but once although A am fairly well acquainted 
with het son and daughter in law. aer ueath was a 11 last 
night and her burial this afternoon at 3.. Tnat still isn't 
up to the record of Elizabeth braudon otanton who, if memory serves, 
died at 11 in the morning and was buried at 3 in tne afternoon of 
the same day. 

I jotted down a preliminary note to the Amerioan foundation 
• for the blind, tossing out this idea. If another magazine 
is going to be re orded on the basis that there may be subscribers 
for the various disks, why not make the transcription more or 
less real in that one or more advertisements be included. After 
al, —and this is the point, —if radio programs oan tack on some 







Monday, January 5th, 1963, 


Tenderleaf i’ea or a dab of Blue Bonnet Margarine, why not 
have like products appear in the recorded magazine, ■‘•’he reader 
could take these by ear just as the sighted person can by sight 
when any magaziue is purchased. And of course the vast advantage 
woula bo that the advertiser would therebye contribute sub¬ 
stantially, pet haps in its entirety, the cost of the recording, and 
thus the subscriber could get his magazine for al ost 
nothing and the sponsoring concern can take off the investment from 
his income tax, 

I shall be interested to see what'ii any reaction comes from 
such a suggestion, and I shall of cou.se pass along anything 
earning to hand, , 

I running over the assets and liabilities of the turn of 
the year, i discover that in the liability section is one dimer 
Davis who seems to have disappeared completely from my 
air waves, I formerly tuned him in on ^ aLB Alexandria at 
10-p.m. but a vast amount of devotion was required to catch 
much that he had to say, what with some old Mexican station horning 
in on the same wave length mpst of the time. But 1 don't have 
to bend an ear any more, for now some kind of a basket ball game 
seems to be the thing, instead of Mr. Javis, that gets a 
nightly scramble. Perhaps Mr. D. is vaoatiouing temporarily or 
perhaps I shall hove to fish farther afield and at some other 
hour for him. If you should have any ideas on the matter, I 
should welcome any suggestions, I used to grab him off 15 
minutes earlier, -_g;45 until 10 over some Chicag station but 

that wasn t satisfactory either, since one good cloud in the sky 
would blot out that ether wave iompletely. It^s all so 

humiliating, this fruitless pursuit of the elusive Jr. u, 

I continue knooking off quite a stack of mail but seem to 
be making slight dents in the stuff that is piled too high. 

I don't seem to s.ee the car which came yesterday from Irma SompeTyao 
Willard, saying .she had missed me at Christmas as she had gone down 
to ^ey West to see her Annapolis graduated son, and so look aoround 
at the homes of such k people as Earnest -emingway, Tennessee 
Williams and so on. 


Memorandum 


I am puzzled, as are you, if you have already glanced 
through one of the enclosures. 

That Sister, after her lunatic performance at Christmas, 
should begin her address with "Dearest" is no supprise. 

^1 am under the impression Caroline has already aoknowledg ed 
the Sr and pe re plate 'to me, but there ha's been such heavy mail, 

I coul-dn <t be sure. But I would assume she might be talking 
of some other plate, were it not for the faot that she refers 
to it as having been posted from **elrose. That seems to 
suggest Caroline has merely lost her mind for the moment, which 
is quite possible, but I think you will agree with me the 
twist is odd. It goes without saying I shall pass this news 
along to little Mfgg Denholme who will certainly have soma 
extremely pertinent remark or other to make. 

f 

The weather was all blue and gold today, with the thermometer 
sufficiently hight to enable one to be comfortable without 
a coat. Accordingly there was much activity in the 
. baok to the soil movement and quite a bustle about the bi* 


were putting doors and windows, too long neglected, back into 
order, Juanita is a splendid cook and a swell number and 
everyone is entranced at J. » s decision that too much was 
enough so far as the former occupant of that post was concerned 

* t 

And speaking of food, I must say I was entranced 
when Bid Morrow remarked tonight that Mrs. Boosevelt lunched 
with Mr. Churchill and his host today at the &th Avenue home of 
the latter, 'sometimes I wonder why it is 1 experience 
such pleasure in just hearing that ^rs. H. has had 
some additional honor paid her, and gratuitously I find 


I did find the John anight card which I shall enclose. I 
think you will agree with me that in view of the house to 
which it was sent, the illustration is inordinately apt. Perhaps 
if torn at the fold, the card carrying the Yucoa might make 
a pretty book mark. —The mocking birds and oardinals. 
were busy today with their butter ball, which they love and you 
would have loved seeing them have a go at it... 
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• t 

I was glad to have a telephone from Ura this morning, 
one said her morning malt had brought a report that a set 
of the Jane Biver plates which she had sent to Atlanta had 
been smashed in transit, and could she get another set. 
dhe could, ^ut the Grandperes are exhausted, and it does 
look as though A had better order some more, That design 
will always astonish me, for what with comparatively few people 
having ever read Ghildreu of Strangers, A am astonished 
it should have rolled ix\ any direction except toward the 
descendants. 

' t 


And speaking of Ora, I must ask her the next time she 
calls if she heard -bout the frolicsom ram of her brother-in-law, 
J. n. tUlliams. it seems the ram, definitely a rural resident, 
suddenly found himself in town the other day, __J?riday. I guess 

J{ a Si , ti>IS d a?PI!lHo t £ig a »iiVi!5S| n tii 1 8p?eS t 56d M'rUlP 

atreet, hard by uncle Jaok tipping his hat, for across the 
road from the statue is a florisht's shop, and there the ram 
nibbled with considerable abandon « a flock of 
potted camellias that were gracing the front of the store. 

But the owners of this flowering restaurant exhibited no 
enthusiastic hospitality and were so disagreeable, in fact, 
as to threaten calling the polioe. And so the ram moandered 
down thropgh the center of i'ront Street, onlv to find 
people threatening to restrain him when ho arrived at the 
lower end of the thoroughfare where the same Jitney Jungle 
that housed Adam and -^ve a couple of years back, stands on the 
corner. The ram hadn't the felightest notion of being oaptured, 
and so when his ass Hants approached him from a Southern 
and'Western direction, the ram simplified his escape simply 



au very unrehearsed, ana while 
the ram ^nfarailiar with plate glass, seemed a little 
startled by the racket his leap occasioned, he received not 
a single scratoh and lost not a ringlet of wool. But, 
and ive/'would have understood this point, he left the 
Jungle a wreck. The last that was seen of him, he was 
moseying along jn the general direction of the college up 
on the hin and * or know, he may have matricultated by 

now, .if, indeed, he hasn t already landed in the locker plant. 


It seems to me there was some other tom foolery in town I 
wantd to report, but it eludes me at the moment, and so 
I shall Just let this felide along, I am hoping you 
are getting some of our sunshine and the mew Year's ^ve slush has 
long since departed and that you are comparatively free of 

holiday c ues:s.. 

/ 












C 

Tuesday, January J5$h, 1963. 


Memorandum: 

, * « 

And so, just before supper time, an 18 year old blaofc boy 
tapped at my door, ne asked: 

* , 

w i wonders if you could let me have some minty. 

- - , 

t I hadn't the vaguest notin what he was drving at. he 

repeated his request. 1 still didn t know. And so 1 asked 
him what he was fixing to use it fox. he said he wanted to 

give it to his baby # 

• * 

Then the light dawned. What he wanted, of course, was 
« mint tea. 

• ♦ • - i j . j -• * • **1 - 

The baby is 15 days old. It was born in the Alexandria 
Jharity and as it was ailing when the mother and child were 
discharged, the p rents were instructed to return with the baby 
last dunoay. Some local quack of color tells them that is tom¬ 
foolery, as he oan bring it'around by rubbing the child’s gum and 
dosing it with mint tea suT-charged with coal oil, as they 
call it here, —kerosene in the north. 

And the killing thing about.it is tnat in spite of all that, 
the child probably has a fair chance of survival, although 
1 wonder that so many of them do under the circumstances. 

The day continued yesterday's blue and gold design but 

tomorrow we are promised cloudy and colder weathex. In view 

of the calendar's present stage, a bit of cold is to be expected 

but it is pleasant to be without a coat. 

* 

*J»* v • 

In fairness to the lady hoross the fence, I must 
report that in a quavering voioe this morning, she told me she 
had been wrong in treating Aurellia as she had and that 
Aurellia was probably as true a friend as she would ever have. 
Later 1 learned she drove down to Aurellia's house and apologized 
for last week's flare up, wept a little and asked Aurellia 
to resume her domestic service, Aurellia declined but both 
ladies cried, as I understand it, and under the circumstances, 
perhaps that is a good sign. Hhethex Aurellia will ever come back 
is quite a different story, and I ehouoldn't be surprised if 
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she finally does or does not. 

Just to prove that people are never satisfied, I sha 
here voice my latest complaint. The cook of the past 
o or o years was so poor, I would always have been hungry 
except for the presence of ample supplies of bread and mi 
^nd now the new cook is so marvelous in what she stirs up 
unless l put on the breaks, I shall be uncomfortable ever, 

This really seems too 


tfednesday, January 7th, 1953 


Memorandum: 


good to be of much lasting quality 


but, brother, am 1 making 


he most of it 


The mulatto is generally recognized as physically more 


mgnt on the Bob oamol show, which you may or 

may not have heard, one of the people quizzed off yonder 
in Los .Angeles was a man, employed as a door keeper in Congres 
I never fell out of bed when he said his home was at Chopin. 
Louisiana, hard by the old plantation of Robert McAlpin where 
Uncle Tom is buried. The man was a rather stupid fellow and 
an endless talker. He was named Handley or some suoh. 

J. Ja . strolled over this eveniug to pick, me up for supper, 
ne started telling me about having heard the Bob ^awk show and 
said a couple of. months ago he had picked up the man, •aaudley 
who was on last night's program. I didn fi t know that J. H. 
over listened to the radio and wasn't it P odd he should have 
stumbled over that particular boradcast. 


Fred is a tenant on the Compton plantation which, as you know, 
adioing Grandpere's Church aoross the river. Pred is about 25, 
has a wife and a child 'or two and his wife is pregnant at the moment. 

This morning Pred was operating a trhdtor whose motor was 
running, although the machine was not in motion, —the tractor being 
used in turning a corn grinding machine or some such. Somehow 
Fred's pant cuff got caught in one of the tractor's revolving rods 
and before he could turn off the switch, his leg had been torn from 
his body, his other leg borken and his skull cracked. The 
leg was left in the tractor when they rushed him to the hospital, 
and Pred himself never lost consciousness* I assume that must 
be some kind of a record and would seem to prove that ability to 
faint would, under suoh circumstances, be a wonderful blessing. 

The cold mass of air Which has kept the Mississippi basin 
frozen tight down to the Arkansas Tine, has had not success in 
its combat with the warm Gulf breezes that oontinue keeping us 
in the mid 70's. Yesterday the cold front stole aoros.s the 
Akkansas-louisiana line, creeping down some aozen miles 
into the Pelican State, but a gust of warm air threw the cold 
blanket back, and it remains so pleasantly balmy at this bend of 
the river that as A write these lines at 9:30 tonight, all 
doors end windows of Yucca are open and only the calendar suggests 
it isn t Spring. "" « 

Prom the Howell Thomas boradcast tonight, I learned that 
today's tea party at ^stuard Baruch s included Messrs Churchill 
and Pisenhower and the ^uke and i^uoKess of Windsor. Suoh a combination 
ought to have many ingredients in it for an interesting sitting. 

In view of the friendly, relations that have always existed between the 
prime Minister and the Buke and the well known respect tha former 
has always had for the station of the latter, I should imagine 
the personal touch in evidenoe over this aftethoon's tea cups would 


J. H. took a good gander at the pot and said he 
couldn t see any gold fish in it. I told him perhaps? that was 

any. He said he is going to do 

* T ihudder, for like his mama, 
moh point, 0 ne is likely to 
or if not quite so many, at 
and while the pot is good sized. 


beoause there weren't 
something about that, 
when he sets his mind __ 
end up with a thousand fish 
least a couple of whales, 
it i8n p t quite that big. 

I read a few more pages f_ 

and liked what I read.I should like 
urlend filler but hesitate about do 
vast enthusiasm for the Chine<se and 
the children of the rising sun. Th 
the way Mrs. Vining, the author, — 
speaks of the Japanese that reminds 
Miller spoke of. the Chinese. Isnt 


has been nice chatting, even though I didn't get 
say anything, but I have been thinking t lots and lots 
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make most 'interesting looking and listening. 


A few odds and ends, —such as the St. Franoisville democrat, 
and some tiling about Penland and the Picayune magazine containing 
the Rosewood article go forward to you in the morrow's mail, 

I suppose the democrat may contain reference to Mrs. Sterling's 

Natchitoches bow. I thought you might like the penland pages _ - 1 

for yjur scrapbook, The Rosewood article is of scant interest 
except as it gives an account oi the people who restored the place 
and it does carry a picture of the house, the story of whose building 
I rescued from obliteration a few years’ back. Eventually I 
shall pull around in my "tresors" and find a transcript of the 
diary hr. Wade kept when building the old mansion, and I'll send 
it along for your delectation. I shall also eventually tr^ofc down 
the photographs I took when the old Wade - laemer place was 
nothing but a forgotten relic, being used as a tenament to house 
several negro families.. It goes without saying I want none of 
this material back. 

_ - t 

f 

A he enclosure is a tacit piece of evidence as to the nervousness 
still obtaining aoross the fence because of the absence of a servant. 

■ihe lady spoke of a picture in the Sunday paper and said she would be 
glad to clip.it out for me if 1 cared to nave it. I would. And 
so it was clipped over the coffee cups, and naturally I said 
nothing as I noticed she was deftly snipping off the oaption, without 
which, the pioture wouldn't mean much. It is of Mrs. Whitfield 
Jaqk, recently appointed chairman of the Red Cross chapter functioning 
in the Shreveport section of Louisiana, and, as you iaaow, Mrs. 

Whitfield Jack is Frances Rand. It is said the picture isn't 
any good, but even-so—ifr'is strfircient to convey the idea which has 
always impressed me that Frances looks not at all like either of 
her parents. And speaking of the latter, I am wondering j»hat ever 
happened to the I>r. and Blythe, The first Saturday in December was 
their last visit up this way, which does seem like quite a while back. 



What wi,th all the Natchitoches Parish ^enrys heading out for 
California on January 20th, I have knocked off a couple of 
letters, —one to ^artha Robinson and one to Carolyn Ramsey, pointing 

out that the week end of the 24th 26txi, might be advantageous 

for literary conferences. Knowing both ladies as we do anS their utter 

lack of dependability, we may expeot to hear nothing from either or 
wake up suddenly to discover both of them in our lap at the same time. 
It's odd how such unusually brilliant people can be so dumb about the 

value of any kind of a program or schedule, hut since we must make 

the most of whatever materials ar•• at hand, we might as well take 
a chance on getting too much in the hope that we may sucoeed in getting 
at least a little...... 
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Thursday, January 8th, 1953. 


Memor andum: 

The latest report from the hospital is that Fred Sarpie is 
doing fine. Somehow such a report seems a little optomistio, 
what with yesterday's torn off leg, the other broken and a fractured 
skull, all i n a single go-round, but, in spite of the a.M.a., I 
hope the hospital officials know what they are talking about. 

As to the atmospheric..pehnomenon, the weather locally remains 
as mild as May, although the cold front continues pushing over the 
louisiana-Arkansas line, only to be rolled baok by the spanking 
Gulf breeze, which, I hope, will continue blowing until 
Jack Frost gives up his assault as a bad job and goes wandering off 

toward the Great ^akes or some such out of the way place. 

• - * 

The Llillspaugh Drug Company telephoned today to say they are curr nt 
ly selling Melrose Plantation plates and could they have a few more. 

And in today'8 post came a letter from Rook Hall a part 
of which leads me to feel they must have failed to receive or have mis¬ 
filed a sketch, ..how prctentous to call it by. that name,.which I 
did of the African house with a covering sheet giving the 
inscription which I wished to be used. But 1 shall make another 
and send it along so that their William Stewart, ..that's the 
Baltimore artist's name we have been waiting for, —so that 
Mr. Stewart can put the thing into proper prospective 

For sentimental reasons, I should rather like to have Nina 
have a finger in the balance of the Cano River pie, but I don't 
know if she is very ^nthusiastio about dipping into such business 
and 1 must say I don t see any advantage to her in doing so, although 
she certainly has always been more than generous about lending a hand. 
This is one of tose.cases i n which her assistance is not needed but 
in which I feel hesitant about asking her if she would care to p.rticipat* 
feeling as I 4° that she m ight feel constrained to undertake further 
asistance for our sake even though she may hav other demands on her 
time perhaps I can phrase a letter to her that wi.l make the matter 
quite clear, and I can't imagine her having any sentimental aesire 
to have a p rt in rounding out more in the series, but, on the other 
hand she might. 

» < 

Perhaps, in some way, I shall be able to discover her really wishes. 
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Ora telephoned to acknowledge receipt of the plates she 
needed to replace those broken in the mail, and said she is 
going to anrevuport tomorrow for a check up and that she is 
beginning to feel sxie is well on the way back to comparative 
normalcy, 

'•‘rs. Coombs telephoned, too, saying tnat she plans 
heading out for Hew u rleans next week to enter the Osohner 
Clinic. Por months she hae^heen rec iving much shots 
and heaven knows what ! all as a consequence of a nerve 
thing that developed! as a result of a Jar to her spinal column 
that by some strange twist is gradually shortening,one of her 
legs and is likely to cripple her if something isn t corrected 
soon. She has no sense about expending her energies in behalf 
of her people served by the Welfare Department and I think two 
or three weeks in a olinci would d ; her a world of good if 
it provided nothing but rest, 'I hope these horrible 
examples, as cited above, may inspire little **is8 -Lee to 
be ever more vigilant to conserve her own strength, —a 
thing which 1 realize perfectly well is easy enough to 
recommend on my part when no su cc estion is forth-coming as 
to how this is to be accomplished. 


* Mrs. Wood telephoned, as between this paragraph and 
,tne above. She is wrestling with a paper* on mulatto 
civilization and asks if she can come down early next 
week for a conference. I told her that she might 
hut that as I suspected her of being racially prejudiced, 
it seeme£ to me a great pity she should waste her time on 
r> subject which probably had but scant enthusiasm for her, 

•she gasped a little at that blast and said that again I 

had proven exactly what she had remarked to somebody the 

other day, to wit, that she couldn't understand how she, like 

other people, would take such slaps from me and even go so 

far as to keep on inviting me to dinner parties and the like, whe 

all the time she and everybody else knew perfectly well in 

advance that I would always decline, —but, she hastened to 

^ d io3? e f8! r J^8!i!eKSJj. fl K5 0 ?l a I 6 0 k?ei 1 to,*nUt’ a h “ 

drive back to town with her for dinner with her family. 

What a squirrel brain that woman hns, and yet she is 
kindly uisposed and is of sufficient mentality to erve as 
an instructor at the local oollege rora time to time, 

t « 

Well, so things unravel during this seoond week of 
the A»ew A ear, and I continue oonoentrating on the thought 
that we may escape wintry blasts' during the next four weeks, 
which is almost a gurantee that we shall therebye escape 
winter. 
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Friday, January 9th, 1953, 


Memorandum: 

And so the cold front finally smashed through and this 
morning ice winds were sending the mecury down to 35, and - 
there it remained all day, but along about first dark it 
climbed back up to 42, so perhaps both the wind and cold have 
worn themselves out, 1 hcfpe. 

As for the enclosure, it speaks for itself, and 
while some people might be able to understand it, it 
probably would never be offered as Exhibit a as to Just 
how a well balance mind would work, 

I passed by Celeste's this afternoon, thinking to 
give her a hand at covering her camellias but discovered she 
had done so a couple of hours earlier, along about 2, 

Frances nenry came in and later j 0 ined Bugene and me at supper. 

I walked with her to the car. She asked me what I thought 
some of the reasons might be‘for the extreme nervousness 
across the fence. We agreed it was mostly physical, or 
at least we hoped so. Perhaps things will start improving 
since this morning 1 noticed a new servant, --Baby, daughter 
of Mitchell, the axe. My guess is that •‘•Miby might survive 
until after - >-.lifornia but scaroely until Europe, 

Done times I wonder if overy family really goes through 

* such a perpetual hurly-burly as this one does. Perhaps so. 

* But with all of them fiancially. secure and therefore free to 
dabble* in anything that might lend for entertainment and 
harpiness aud sat *sfaction they seem wonderfully geared 

to emotional panic and unhfippiness, Although my knowledge 
of intimate family life is extremely limited, I oan't believe 
the looal set up is a fair example 0 f the ultimate in 
’ domestic achievement, for if it is, then marriage as an ideal 
is the biggest fraud ever put over on human'sooiety. 

Ihree uninteresting bags blew in at 12;30 today, hailing 
'from some place near Waco, •‘‘hey had known Helen but hadn't seen 
her in several years. I gave them a raoe-around in lieu of a 
tour, but even that was more than they could assimilate. 

They said the Chamber of Gorameroe of r>aton -uouge had 
recommended they see Melrose and I could bat that 
Chamber with pleasure. • 
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.flrom where I sit, the heaps of papers and correspondence 
gracing my dowry couch suggests that I would do better 
to fold up my beard i n my chair tonight and give the poor old 
four poster a rest, I had expected much secretarial help 
this afternoon but every mother 1 s son and daughter arived just 
at the supper hour, which for what reason, I know not, was stepped 
up half an hour, 

1 don't recall if ever sorted out any of the Storm 
messages of receipt vintage and sent them along, irobably 
not, since I don^t seem to have done much sorting of any description. 
, Perhaps you^did get a look at the one in which the lady 

n ? m !? amoT1 S th0se ^ which 8 ^e is called 

by her friends and relatives, remarking that actually her 
first name is William, which certainly strikes me as odd. 

1 kn ? W t ^ t , her ui9C *» calls her Bill which again 

sounds odd in view of the exquisite delicacy la Storm 

that°ona^or 1 the I nth se J dom of people by £heir names 

doesn * mat « too much impression on me, 
but ** L£ ad a raind to search the lists of every name in the 
*orld with « view to finding one for In storm, cermnlj 
Bill woula be tne B*st that would strike me as appropriate. 

• t 

n1 . have before confessed what must be my extreme 

calling most people by their first names. 

I muwt this reluotenoe goes so far that I even find myself a little 
startled when in reading books such as-the memoires o-f ftdmiral 
iieahy when the President of the United States writes to his 
Vichy Ambassador with the wonderfully informal salutation: 

n I>ear B1U #< ..." 

to taka U T,an n <r^iJ y i- iraag iA e nOW 0dd U would seera to m ®. 1 ever 

to take pen in hand to address a note to South Carolina with 

?L i r,r/!',° Pe T-- Bjt ln ths H eath? ° concede the 

point that if * lived to be a million I doubt if i would ever 

accustom myself to addressing, la StorA by her real first name or 
any variation thereof, such as Willie or Will or Billy mat to 
membeasfoW hhtcfiamJikyre::;ar,.ed are used in turn by various" 

„j bu L? dd “ am ® 8 are much Jo the fore in the Vining book 
r ^ hQ 000t P 10 * 1 ® 88 ® 8 * the lady employs more ant more* 

halfI 0 ! oue df " hl0h 1 oau distinguish from the next, and 
half the time 1 am quite ignorant of the identity of people to 

Whoc: she has pxohably referred several times previously! her 
accounts of the eontaots .1th general Moarthur remain unfailiLlv 
favorable and although there is nothing very startling in the bnnt- 
is is quite interesting throughout, Shi meStiJnl theirMn i!in« ’ 
reading a Japanese translation of "Gone Withthe wina" T W ^«J inC * 
wondering how one would translate "fidll. d« tel* ?nL ? my8e11 
hut now to wort, as X hold the thought that ?>,» ! any lan 8”«««. 

may he a nice, quiet, happy on, fo?*UtU? MUs b“!?f end 


J 
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Sunday, January 11th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 

' A comparatively quiat week end, —all blue and gold, —and 
a few pilgrims who, wit one exception, were pleasant enough, 

-he unpleasant caller was Sister on Saturday afternoon, spilling 
the most amazing tales, some of which were spun up about episodes 
whose basis were laid at gatherings at which I was present on 
Christmas Bay when she and her brood were making life unpleasant 
for everyone. 

As time progresses, she seoms to stir up lies that are much 
less imaginative and so ridiculous that they emerge altogether 
transparant in their fradulenoe, and tat of course is all to the good 
so far as her inability to conviuce any one of their authenticity, 

She remained with me for perhaps half an hour at Yucca, tearing 
everybody apart, with especial emphasis on Celeste and Madam regard, 

Ihen she hastened to the store to oomplain to J, u. that "everythig 
is being taken out of the Dig house ana placed in Yucca". 

But what a waste of time and energy to talk about lunatics, and 
I can saw with satisfaction that a half hour or^so concluded the 
session, and at supper J. u. laughed and said’ " ister is crazier than 
ever. She told me about the removal of stuff ffom the big house 
and when 1 asked her to name something she mentioned the McAlpin 
stenoil and I told her the Madam had carried that over there while 

Lyle was still living here and she could think of nothing else'. 

. *> 

On the pleasanter side, there were a few nice pilgrims, both toda 
and yesterday, including John Cockran, an old friend of the Madam's, 
in whose Alexandria office is employed none other than la Montespan, 
i/e covered much ground and I was content to do much of the listening, 
although I concluded that.my grapevine from that quarter must have 
been functioning.fairly well, since I learn nothing that was 
particu arly new or interesting. 

I f nished the Vining bqok onSaturday night and even ekiramed thro gh 
a few pages of "flamingo Hunt" or some such by Bahl and it was 
light and enertainiug and just what I needed after Saturday afternoon's 
sitting. , : 7 
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■fi'Qr the .first time in,quite a while, that is to say perhaps 
a month, x found an opportunity to chat for a few moments with 
Madam .iega d after supper tonight. She was beaming with 

i‘3«M e Hoa r ‘rFlHoB 9 S6irifta 8 *llt a lh5 9 8si , l4oSB <J fo? SMng and 
toe whom she had so much affection. She mentioned a busy schedule 
which little -‘iss ^ee had been experiencing and how somehow 
she managed to keep her latter so cheery and pleasant in spite of 
a program which ^adara itegqrd felt must have been strenuous in 
the extreme. She spoke again and again of how much pleasure 
the detter had afforded her and only because people joined us 
for general chatter did sr.e cease saying 'such nice things about 
the peroen who to her seemed one of the lovliest people she knew. 
You would have loved her for her sweetness, and what m^ reactions 
were, l scarcely need set down. 


A recent letter from Hock ^all seenfed to imply that druing 

recent re-arrangments of their office .or some such, the dal^a which 
1 had supplied by way of design and instructions for the African 

House creation had been lost or mislaid or some such. ~nd so 
I be-stirred myself today, aming a new sketch and a new alignment 
of suggestions which x shall forward on the morrow. I hold the 
thought that auring tne interim, or shortly after receiving today 1 
creation the original one isn't found, for I have greatly 
simplified the new oue, and if the manufacturer should ever make 
the error of trying to combine certain fea ures of the one with 
those of the other, the result would be,both * curious and 
ridiculous. 

j, : • j 

The African House will never enjoy any wide appeal but it ought 
to sell enough to defr y costs and thus may form another 
“porcelain page" for the ^ane “iver story. 

•1 should like to round up the design i n its entirity for the 
^uduhon thing at the earliest possible date in order that 
will the surge of spring pilgrimage the region of the 
ielicianas, this item may he available. Hut perhaps i may 
be able to slide down to Qakley, should Caroly 0 n *hom ^ oount not, 
might pass this way within the next couple oi weeks. 

As for the Natchitoches number, I am in no hurry about it, 
since it might get its best reception if released September 

or October, but I don t want to wait until mid summer to accomplish 
the work, since I thiftk it better to create the thing and let it 
stand for a while on the holding shelf that to oou-t too heavily 
on everything working perfectly, including delivery, at the last moment. 

So things turn and thus is a tiresome letter contrived. Per aps 
I shall do better on the morrow. I so much hone your week end has 
been pleasant. ..... 


Monday, January l^th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 

® ' • • • 

t 

J. u. has a mild influenza but being the world's worst 
patient, it is impossible for anyone to judge by his actions 
just how down he feels, and of oourse he isn't dreaming of 
breaking his helter-skelter routine of up and down the road and 
all over the place. The only concession he made today was to 
put a few drops of whiskey in what appeared to be a bottle already 
full of coke.’ 

He said the .Venks passed by the store again on Saturday 
night after he and I had supped together, ne said it appears that 
at long last Hr. .Venk will have to go to the Army, 

That is one man I hope the Array never gets. 

Hut possessed as the >Venks are with a home in Shreveport 
and another in Cloutierville, Sister has the wonderful idea of 
renting ^elrose for the two ^ear period while the husband is 
likely to he awaj. Imagine, * 

f 

J. H. laughed as he told about it and said he told her 
that was one thiug she would have to take*up with the General, 
for technically, Stephen is President of the Hstate and, as in 
the present situation provides a perfect loop hole for J. H, 
to escape giving a difeot answer. 

In my oninion the motive for Sister wanting to rent 
Melrose is based sdlely on the desire to wreck it as rauoh as possible 
and to make life untenable for Celeste and Madam Hegard. Of 
course not one of her brothers would oontenanoe such a thing 
which she ought to know, but as she is possessed of an addled 

'i'ouldn'toxreot her to sense anything that would he 
so obvious to anyone else. 

t * ' 

Thisrraorning I was glad-to find Celeste seeming much more 
like herself. I ^ 0 pe the flurry of the recent month is 
definitely passed Perhaps the approach of the California 
trip, lo days awaj, may have something to do with "brighter 
skies". 

• — • • ■ ■ v 1 AS »* . » - J • '** i •; f l J J. %* , U . ~ 

Perhaps the real blue skies are having their positive reflections 
on personalities, too, for the weather is really wonderful, al¬ 
though there ‘was an unexpected heavy frost last night, hut 
it did no damage. I did little gardening today, for appointments 


I 
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were such that I oouldn't really get down to business before 
having to get baok out again, I had promised to dictate a 
paper on the mulatto for the D. A. ft. and there were 
one or two requestoonferneoes that wefe of no interest but took 

up time. I did manage, however, to dig up enough Gian t s _ 

Beard to encircle the sugar cauldron^ and the line of guinz 
greenery around the base gives a pleasant note to the rusty 
' metal of the pot itself, and in sumrae when a line of zinnias 
make a band of bright colors between the-^darlt' ? Beard and the 
pot, the effect will bo altogether entrancing, I think, and 
per naps Gar .lyn or iir. r.and may get a shot at it 0T1 color film. 

While I think.of it, I would ask if you by any chance know 
the address of some house in the metropolitan area carrying 
musical records dating baok over the years* One of the 
college professors from town was talking about the possibility 
of there being such a place and it seemed to me I had he^rd of 
one or more suoh places, but for the life of me I couldn t 
recall. I expect that Landry drganization along there on 42nd 
Street, southside between 6th and Broadway, probably had quite a 
collection, but they may no longer be in business and it is possible 
y otl may chance to have heard' of somebody dealing especially in 
out dated records. 1 pray you to go to no trouble on this 
* point, for it is a courtesy that will be appreciated but never 
expected, should the information not be easily available. 

^-ast night I knocked off long endugh to hear the U. 3. Steel 
program which was a play about one Jane, and pernaps that 

H I'ktWA ftminded m 0 

of other nonsdales in which she had appeared, but kuow not if 
Lonsdale was the author. Somehow it seems to me u. 3. Steel, by 
employing the Theatre U uild to do their .plays, has easily out¬ 
ranked the splendid quality that used to characterize t the Lux 
plays. I have heard many of the latter of late, but I haven t 
struck the right ones, perhaps, when 1 did listen, and I was^so 
bored with the advertising at the conclusion of the thing that 
I got the impression that the verve of the earlier Lux presenta¬ 
tions was gone f ’ , 

Later I caught up with Miss ftoundtree and Senator Taft. 

I wonder if I .ust imagine it, and 1 suppose that is it, but 
tne way the news is slanteu during the past week suggests more than 
ever that I). J). ft. is kow-towiug mightily to ft.A.T. Well, 
a week heiice and we shall begin to witness which one is really calling 

the tunes. .'...• 



Tuesday, January 13th, 1953. 


i Oj' l/. • v * i C J ’ll j. i -I • - 1 at •-' %/ 1 w L - • 

5 U j 3V *. *1*5 0-.:, O v '/,*••• 1 ' ^ f> - 

Memorandum j 

How nice to find your Thursday letter in today’s post, 
giving me such vivid vignettes of your hurly-burly holidays. 

It was good to know you had two successive prolonged week ends. 

I reckon we should bo thankful for th<? opportunity it afforded 
to keep the domestic ship from sinking cut one can 
scarcely pevent the mind from envisioning how wonderful it 
would have been, had these two breaks have been expendable as 
one's own fanoy diotated. But, on the other hand, there is 
the satisfaction of having done one's duty, although said duty 
was not precisely what anyone had volonteered fox, but i reckon 
there must be some coranensation in your own heart for having 
made happy a season which otherwise would have been mighty 
dreary for your countless guests. 

I'm especially glad you told me about the Jig-saw puzzle 
that, after all these years, came into use again. I expect 
nobody could imagine how one player found in the game something 

that was ultra special in the memory department. 

' , - • - ‘ 

I am sorry you had to experience trie same kind of 
mental disorder on Ghristmas that in a way was as distubring 
as the one that was being played out at this bend of the river. 

But in this quarter, such performances aX ® usual and at least 
are concentrated on members of the family # and while there is 
no excuse for suoh business, it seems to me that 1 your 
experience was much worse, what with the participants being 
guests and no kin to their hostess. Personally, 1 find it 
impossible to imagine how anyone oan let himself go* 'to suoh 
a degree when knowingly he mnst realize how unpleasant he i? 
ranking everyone else, but then, of oour^e, if the mind weren t dis¬ 
ordered to start with, such acts wouldn t be created in 
the first place. 

« ■ 

I liked your account of how you managed »ftew Year's ftve, and 
thank;heaven the television provided so much entertainment for 
your guests. And thanks for telling me ai.out the maroh home 
in the snow under a moon Seedily, as you imagined, I can 

easily enough guess how the m&on and the whiteness of the snow 
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suggested bamboo hedges and white gardens. 

I am glad that the enforced entertainment schedule at least 
gave you an opportunity to get a peep at the unitea nations and 
it was certainly sweet of the little ones to round out your 
Christmas with the gift, seoured by joint pool in € oi their 
funds, So often one gesture of that na ure provides so much 
• reimbursement for all the physical expenditures 0n the part 
of the hostess, but I oan well imagine with what eat.sfaotion 
when it was all over, that you found yourself "back home", 
among your own tresors. 

Ora telephoned me today to say that she had remained 
in Shreveport to have an operation and had returned home 
last night. She added tnat on her arrival, she had written 
a letter of resignation to the local college, advising them 
that she would no longer be associated with that instiatuion. 

She said the doctors advised her to give up extra-domestic 
activities, and 1 am glad # that she brought herself around to 
following their auvise, for she is n ot strong and, I think, 
cna accomplish a lot more important things at home, what with 
several children and a million .interests to olaim her .attention. 

For a seoond day in a row, everything across the fenoe 
seems lovely and I am holding the thought it may so continue. 
Obviously Celeste never was told by her husband of Sister's 
request to rent Melrose for a two year period. Oan you 
imagine what havoo would bo wrought if such an impossible thing 
were ever to materialize^ which, I hasten to venture the opinion, 
could never be imagined.* And of course the most outlandish 
thing about the suggestion in the beginning is the faot that the 
Wenke are already in possession of two homes, —one in Shreveport 
which perhaps they had in mind to' rent, although 1 cannot imagine 
that, and a' seoond in Cl’outiorville t which they apparantly are 
unable to rent or sell Why by the wildest stretch of the 
imagination, they should eve# dr-am of renting another is 
beyond me, except as it represents a whim on Sister's part wherein 
she pictured herself as thus being a'ble to make life misterable fo 
all of her in-laws. Well, that is one possibility that is an 
impossibility, I should hope, so far as securing a home base from 
which the big guns could be trained j^n ev.xy direction. 

It has been so nice exohanging notes with each other, and 
I hope you will not attempt writing until the pre-holiday routine 
is really re-established and you have had ample opportunity 
to catch your breath. 




Wednesday, January 14th, 1953. 

t 


Memorandum: 

f ' 

Up North, it seems to me, they used to talk about 
the "January thaw". 

That must be what we are having, although we needn't 
start luxuriating with too much abandon, since the weather man 
is doing a hap of talking about another cold front moving down 
front Montana and the Dakotas., 

’ ■ V i <0 ■ 0 - i } -■ ' 

Be that as it may, the Chinese magnolia budds continue 
swelling and a huge pale green leaf at the tip of a 
banana plant, perhaps 8 or 10 feet about ground level, unfolded 
today, but before the week has played out, Jaok Frost will 
probably have taken care of that, 

jor ^ ; «. I L'i X XX ; - 

•‘hile the warm weather holds, however, I am trying to 
make the most of the opportunity it affords to push things 
about in the botanical seotion, for one of these days the 
cold rains ill begin descending upon us, and then I shall 
find no more excuses for deserting the Underwood for out of 
door activities. *nd I had better get a move on, too, if I 
ever grind out the article for the Datci.itoohes Times. 

I was delighted to skim, through a couple of pages of 
Mr8. Kirk s "uoicow Post Mark or whatever It Is called wnen 

the end of the day made my arm chair appear doubly inviting. 

As the Curtiss publishing w ompany is mentioned as holding part of 
the copyright, 1 assume this volume may have appeared in some 
magazine before it mdde its bow in book form. I find it easy 
reading and almost everything written about Moscow seems 
interesting from Tolstoy on down. 

• Mrs. Kirk's book reminds me somehow of another lady who 

used to write for the Saturday Svening Post, T *Grxace King 

Waddington although I cannot say why, I dont reoall 

the Waddirjgton style and I suppose it was quite different from 

la Kirk's, but both ladies were suing something of the same 
* 
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Thursday, January 15th, 1953 

f w * 


diplomatio aspects of life, even though the settings and the 
ways of life differed so much, and I suppose^that may 
the the reason the writings of the one reoall the other to m; 
mind. 


Gradually 1 am digging down into some of my Jhristmas 
cards, and 1 shall pass along one or two now and then as 
i dispose of them, although frequently they may he of little 
or no interest, and all of them you may toss slap into 
the tr sh basket if you please. 


Memorandum: , 

The warm weather continues to hold, - fair and v.elvety, hut 
tomorrow we are promised a lew of 20 degrees, and that ought to 
put the more forward plants in their respective places. 

Three or four Chinese magnolias spilled their perfume 
about the place today, hut their good worjL will last hut a day, I 
guess. , « 

The mail is beginning to incre se in volume after the 
let up followin hard on the heels of the holiday deluge. But 
nothin^ of much interest came to hand, although it is always 
a pleasure to hear from James M. Jain whose letter I shall try to 
track, aown and enclose. 

Although I am pretty hazey as to the identity of each card that 
arrived at Jhristmas time, it does seem to me that I received 
none from the £ Hollomans. I must check, on this and regardless, 

I must dash them off a Hew Year's greeting. It has never been 
clear to me what actually happened regarding the Picayune artiole. 


Inadvertently I caused a scuffle between a couple of my 
neighbors which was altogether unexpected. I was digging around 
in the Iris Garden, just beyond the avant-oour, and as invariably 
happens when I begin gardening. Grandpa and Die Frau soon showed 
up to sit around observing operations or, when I get to fiddling 
in the earth with my hands. Sometimes they do so'mch 
milling around, obviously "trying to help", that I toss them to some 
vantage point where they can continue to assit by their presence 
and not my the switching of their tails in my face. It was at 
this stage when A picked up. Grandpa and toseed him on to 

a nice fi fluffy tuft of uried greass where to his astonishment 
and mine, he landed slap on a Jack, raboit just about twice his 

size, —as big a rabbit as I ever saw. Instantly both animals 

rolled over and over in a souffle and then in the twinklin, of 
an eye, both leaped t into the air, twisting in opposite directions, 
the x rabbit bounding off in a gen rally Southerly direction toward 
Celeste*s and Grandpa soooting toward the Yucca gallery, a 
little later I found Grandpa, sitting on the doorstep, rubbing his 
nose with his paw, and the nose was a bit bl,ody slap on the end. 
which would certainly be unpleasant, were he to develops the sniffle 

and had to make use of a handkeronief much, 

• 

The bulb garden is a sea of snowy h narcissus and a vase of- 
them, interspersed with blue hyacinthes, s and§ here on my desk 
before me, flanked on each side by the lovely white tapers, festoone 
with the tiny pine cones. Somehow the combination is wonderfully 
satisfying, what with Jhristmas candles and Spring flowers uniting 
the seasons and the hearts that made possible their juncture. 

*ud now i_am going to do a little mail, and 1 feel mighty 
noble about it, for my # impulse is to enjoy a little musicals 
now, out a snail like it the better, perhaps, beaus of 
the anticipation which will be realized in an hour .or so. Do 
try to get lots of rest these days, even though you never will 
catch up with the lost hours of the holidays.... 


why in referring to a parallel between her and ^ary king Haddington 
in yesterday‘B-^emo, I had called Mrs. Haddington Grace, which 


must have stemmed from Graoe King, which was certainly dumb 
on my part. 

one thing 1 learned from the "Moscow Post Mark" was that 

imte f «g| Bflit.- i J a fiMn,i#8fs t l8<>iiPe d 8J 0 ?8fa a aM 6 58i4“” 

Dumas as being about the only two European literary lights with 
sepia antecedant8, I must mention this fact to Dora who would 
certainly be interested if he doe.sn t already know it. Oddly enough 
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I hafe always taken everpody's word for it that r^shkin was 
n wonderful poet, but, come to think of it, I don t recall 
ever dabbled in any of the translations of his works. 1 think 
they have been translated, but translated poetry isn’t likly 
to be much to begin with, and so perhaps I haven't missed too much, 

I also learned from the Kirk volume that Dostievski's 
works are "verboten" in Russia, or at least they are not smiled 
upon which is just another way of saying, I suppose, that they 
sre out. But oddy enou fc h Gogol and Chekov are approved. 

Of course, Tolstoy is way up in front, and somehow this puzzles me a 
bit since hostievski seems to me might be expected to rank as 
high as Tolstoy among the be-whiskered gentlemen of the u.remlin, 
since hostievski was certainly inclined to herald the need for change 
as much as Tolstoy. But perhaps there is where the rub comes in, — 
perhaps, after it is all boiled down, the Beverened Uncle Joe never 
did favor any changes in the autocracy, —merely a replacement of 
the autocrats. 

• 

I saw Madam ^egarh for a few mintues this afternoon. She 
spoke again of you and the pleasure she continues to experience in 
reading your sweet letter to her. It. would do your heart good 
to know how muck your kindness means to her. 

She plane goig to ■‘‘ensure along about Tuesday, I believe, and 
ueleste plans to head out for w alifornia on Wednesday. 

Today I leained of a couple of wealthy Jane Biver planters 
and their wives who are driving to “asnington for Tuesday's 
coronation. Batura ly I'm puzzled why anybody would take such a 
jaunt for such a reason, and especially as they certainly are not 
democrats although their mon y probably fattened the Taft ooffers 
prior to -hicago. I found ti a bit paradoxioai that they should 
have aksed Senator Long, _.of all people, to seoure seats for tnera 
for the parade, a letter from the ^euator, however, expressed regret 
that no seats had been available for months, —the whole bleacher 
business disposed of immediately after the political 
flub-dubbery of last autumn •.■.hen the parade seats were gobbled up 
at $35.00 a throw. Gan you imagine anybody accepting a seat and 
wanting to sit through such a thing even if paid #35.00 to do so. 

i 1 

i isll i; 1C, • . •/ " tA-v * ^ 19 * r 

J. . ^ v t V-A « l 4. i W * * • ' ' * 

I was surprised, speaking of the Kremlin boys, when I 
learned from Ora the other day that she hailed the Whitaker chamber's 
thing in the Post with the same enthusiasm Hobina did. I waB 
interested, too, when she hastened to add that her husband 
thought Chambers and all the rest of the pumpkin stuff just 
a lot of baloney...,.,. 


Friday, January 16th, 1953. 


i9m °Eow nice to find your Monday letter in today's post. 

that' J!r& a iu^S n uM&w8 W ftl a ^a€ h f t f W§ii n ?is!?v8 a S?t^p S 
Inability of talking about a half dozen of them ennlessly. But 
that will eventually be the back log from which we may draw at some 

favorable time. 

How kind of you to exert yourself so mightily in my behalf 
regarding the 150 anniversary of the Charleston Courier. I 
iid not know about its impending appearance and as the enclosure 
fromMonck's Corner which arrived today speaking nothing of tn 
naner 1 reckon if you are successful, it will be you and only 
you *ho thought about me ; . It really should be an excellent 
piece of business and if you had the issue mailed to you telore 
sending it' on to me, l hope you will keep it long and axplo™ 
it when i-and if — there ever should be a moment s leisure. 

I had not realized the the Beverend ^ayuch did business in 
your neighborhood and l as ever so int rested to learn of your 
interests in catching a glimpse of him on occasion. 

I had not heard of *rs. Vanderbilt’s death and did not know 
she had a granddaughter in Shreveport. I believe you said her 
1 Tb Mrs Charles tcCain. J. a. has so * sort of business 
c onneot ions'with one of the MoGains and they have °“ ° c °^ on8 
eon0 to Mexioo together, but 1 know not if this is the same 
family.' I shall inquire about the Shreveport MoCaius casually 
one of these ays and let you know. 

It was all news to me, too. a £?£i prise^It* 1 

•»<» might h. namad ambassador -to-Italy. • 


'f Mr. Bisenhower must appoint her to some diplomatic post, 

• think it would be lovely if he named suoh a bag to the 
Tatican. Don't you think bo. 

Yes i had the good fortune to hear the breadoast regarding 
bhe poet*and Lincoln specialist's 76th birthday, and I foun 
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the whole thing wonderfully moving. It is always so thrilling 
that such honors are paid during the person's life. I 'was 
so happy that the whole thing had been carried out so beautifully. 

And may I thank you for telling me about the new tinier 
Davis hour. I was unable to fish for it at 6;15 tonight, 
but I-shall be trying for it next week. I reckon such a time 
must be rather too early for you to get at all;- or if so, at 
any degree of convenience. 

I am so glad „ou are going to have the evening at the 
Opera. iVhat nicer birthday gift could anyone have. ~nd I 
shall be thinking of you on the 29th when you assist at the 
graduation. I am so glad for everyone concerned that the 
final examinations are within sight and that the formal education 
thus comes to a conclusion. I think of J. so often and 
I feel that this final hurdle is bound to mean so much more 
to her tnan tne sweet girl gra.uate, for it must represent 
years of unceasing effort which only the parent can realize 
in all its ramifications sicne chilcren, naturally, are inclined 
to take education more or lass as a mattet of course. 

We are promised thermometer readings in t e 20ies tonight, 
with much sleet. It is drizaling now at 9. I tucked in 
the Arenbovrg and Yucca children but Jeleste said she didn't think 
it was going to be very cold and accordingly was not going 
to mate use of the somewhat elaborate covers which she has for 
that purpose. In view of the unanimous agreement on the part 
of weather stations from Shreveport to ^ew Orleans, this decision 
on her part seems a little odd, but perhaps a warm ^ulf 
breeze will roll back the cold, which 1 doubt, even though 
it has on occasion done so before. But as for myself, 

I shall go to sleep, awaken during the night and go to-sleep again, 
and my m ind will not be the least aiscrubed as to tae protection 
of the' ''children". Perhaps her sleep and wakin will be 

equally unruffled, I hope. « 

* >w — -*•-* • • 

I notioe the "Post "arked Moscow" material was copyrighted 
in 1962 by Gurtis Publishing Gorapany. I find myself wondering if 
any of this book could have appeared before Ambassador Airk was 
declared "Persona non grata" by the ^reralin. It doesn't seem 
possible,-but if the Russians ever read any 0 * this volume before 
the Kirks had left their post, i can't imagine them permitting 
their return, and so 1 ask myself if it Aas the Ambassador or his 
wife to whom they objected, for her book is cert inly devastating 
so far as what’the big boys are up to.. 
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Sunday, January 18th, 19 53. 


Memorandum: 

Ihin patches of ice in exposed places reminded one of the 
cold snap that has been inching its way southward of late, but 
a brilliant sun throughout the day disolved the ice and hiked up 
the thermometer to a point where it would seem the Jack jj'rost forces 
are shattered, so far as the present go-round is concenned. 

Although still awaiting word for her own reception into 
a Dew Orleans hospital, Mrs. Goombs passed this yay on 
Saturday and spoke very interestingly of a scene she had witnessed 
in a Shreeport hospital when she was calling on her daughter, 
a pneumonia patient up y 0 nder. 

i'hile on the floor on which her daughter's room is sitauted, 
and while waiting to visit her, she was attracted by loud noises 
in an adjoining wing, and strolling in that direction, was 
amazed to her a man's voice screaming: 

"One more 6 roan out of you and I'll break every black boae 
in your body." 


A few seconds later, there was a tremendous crash when 
a tray was apparently hurled from somewhere to strike at someone 
or something. 


- -- --— » A ui w X uonon UII iiOi UUU U L*U 

had been brought to the hospital some days before, __her 
first trip from beyond the confines of the plantation where she was 
born. her illness was undoubtedly a grivated by her fear 
of all the strange eights that are manifest in any hospital, and 

ones which are probably doubly iraoressive in a colored ward. 

The poor thing obviously needed a sedative but all she was 

getting was denunciati .us and anything moveable pitched at her. 


Mrs. Goombs said it was like a thunaer bolt when she suddenly 
appeared in the doorway, surveyed the scene for a moment, and then 
staed in a rather firm voice; * 


"Dr. Morgan, it is perfectly obvious that you are in no 
condition to perform your duties at present. j?he hospital is 
over-crowded, the staff over worked, but the needs are x> not 
so urgent that your services are required until such time as 
you have had an opportunity to rest and regain your sense of 
balance." 
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She said the 30 year old man began shaking like a leal and 
cowering before her, scurried out oi tne room. 

...rs. Coombs called a, nurse and together they soothed tne 
uoor patient and administered a sedative, ana ^is, Coombs 
withdrew to v sit her daughter. 

4 

ahe learned fro t the nurses that this sort of. thing had 
been a daily fo turo of nr. -organ's visits to tho colored 
ward. ihe i nression is that ho is furious with society tut 
he .as had to ~ut in a certain amount of time as an intern in 
the hospital before beginning his inhere do t professional er ctice, 
for, as he declares, he rimary interest in life is to 
matte money and he is restive at tne uelay in beginning, and 
is taking out his "mad" on tne colored patients. 

• > 

Mrs. Coom-s has a connection near tne top of tho .state 
Board governing hospitals and on Monday nr. —organ will 
find that new arrangements have been made concerning his status. 

..ell, so much for the onreveport situation. On 
the local front, Celeste's cold or influenza or whatever, keot 
her home on Saturday afternoon, tn Sunday morning she sect for 
t.e laoy uoccor, ua although sno was up and about for dinner, 
she remained in bed * i supper time tonight. She says she 
has to go to town tomorrow to get ner nair set, and e • tse 

Hadam regard to -ausur? on iuesday so she can leave for 
..ali iorui: on .edueeday, cut all such plans, it woulu seem 

to me, mu., i ce i. bit nebular. -er temperature was at 101 
tnie afternoon, and I think ii sne nas tne good sense to sta, y in 
bod for a ew a ays, see will ce up ana doing again by tne 
miudle o. the week. 


I finished toe x*-irk book aiid discovered I nad 
confused the 1951 ambassadorial set up with the 1952 personnel. 
I believe ambassador ^irk is an admiral, while his successor 
was a General, anyhow, i liked the book .or tho glimpses 
it , avo of life behind the iron curtain as vioweu from 
the Moscow vantage point. 


.oith tho air waves 
for fuQsoa.y s coronation 

to all the predictions 

ind one line amusing. 




* 

over 


n 

however. 


impending events. 1 did 


'The -jisenho.cr cabinet is ir. de up of 8 
millionaires and a plumber." 


I'm sure Ohio's .i.A.f, w uld love thatxusxmx 
of membership. 


Monday, January 19th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 


■today s mail was fairly no: vy, auu so, as tho letter 
from Carolyn was dated January 1st at the beginning, and 
ran for tnree single spaced pages, 1 thought ± would 
save time by having my secretary gland at tt.e last page to 
see if it boro any later dates. It did. *nd Garolyn says 
si.e will be coming on ounday next. 

i 

^ shall try to get to t;e earlier parts of the letter 
before she arrives. Hudolph whil come Thursday, and so 
I am hoeing to catch a mild breather between the departure 
of tne jug and the arrival of the other. 


c i. u 


i.j nsVGU Li 


-i* l u. 


,1 < . ’ ~ —C_ •- w v g/vi fi # y , 

ole vir c .inte' tried to knock down ti.e caucroto and iron 
bridgehead across -.cd -ivci at Grande noore, --and failed. 




■OUt 

oi 


s , Uj ??ed in smashing her car beyond any hop 
„ver getting Lt spliced bnen togetner again, out 

so enow avoided limiting herself, it is thought Caroline 
was not with ner. 


es 


j rom corxe.poudence with Caroline, following la storm's 
visit, i assume the car must have been long getting 
untangled from the December smash-up. fhis latest twist 
therefore must have occured pretty soon after the thing 
..as rut in running condition again, what next, do you reckon. 


1 telephoned the Sheriff to inquire for particulars, ue 
had none but said there was a not- tion that there had been 
a jormon ccidont but that it had been reported and disposed 
of by the State police rather than the xarish. 


fiiis noon tne clerk had to run in to town for a iew 
minutes and so i ran along, too, so that i could go 
over some of the prospective photographs that will be 
used for tne anniversary issue of tne *iraes. fhe 

• • • • • f 


summation 
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ciGr t : told me, ho would pick, me up within half an hour, and 
so, after A had tr ns. cted a few matters with the 

assistant editor,-Varies beng out, - I declined a 

proirered chair in the office, and cose to linger in the 
entrance, what with ti.e any being fine. Jars were 
moving up and down tne thoroughfare, but the place in front 
of t.e new.paper office was vacant, -ud taen a car culled 
to tae curb and 1 stepped out, opened Cue door, and 
Dumped in, sayin t; 

"0. **. --net's hurry," 

imagine ray surprise when, after nothing hanuened, 1 
glanced at the driver to discover it was a policeman 
who was staring at me, natu ally enough, as though 
ne had just nickea up a lunatic. I 1 u t hed instinctively 
explained ray regrets, and got out with the same alacrity as 
I had entered, Lhe office tiion got out and entered a building 
next °oor, as I resume ray vigil for ^ugene. hut two seconds 
i- ter the toliceman came^hurrying over to rae where he must 
unve eucoun!orod people who had seen the episode. He 
spoke to rae by name, sa.,in._ he was acquainted with rae oven 
though we haa never met and apologized for his failure to 
nave been more neighborly, ^e saia, iraracaiately after 

^ s . i “ Lt i al £ur P rise * tnt x bud said let's hurry, and 
tnat if i were pressea for time, he would-be delighted to 
run me home at full speed, as his duties carriea him 
almost any place in the r arish. naturally i declined 
* er ’ out thanked him for his kindness, and w e 
both laughed over the mutual surprise I had occasioned. 

.it the coffee hour this morning, I drooped in to see 
what progress, — if any, -- Jeieste was making. Picture 
V[‘ Qn 1 *°' uu d her up and dressed and asking 

V dldu P wnut to run in to town on «ny kind of business 
as she was planning to skip in to have her hair set 
me negroes a-11 oo dare that ' that there lady doctor sure do 

§e°r l rao £ 0oiue » atld I,m bound to say I think they 

do ti,e week oeings to unwind, and it looks as though 
tne oext couple of tnem might be busy. foday 1 s sun 
., r °u 0 iit out dozens of Chinese magnolias, so pilgrims will 
probably bo in the offing, too. 
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luesday, January HOth, 1353. 


Llemor andum: 

I forgot to mention that yesterday was a legal 
holiday, which is another way of saying the banks, 

State’ agencies, etc., were all on holiday, ^ut as 
I had no business to transact with bankers or 
politicians, nv sortie into iintchito.ches was in no way 
inconvenienced’. Eerhaps you, even as I, might be curious 
to know what legal holiday was being celebrated, xnd 
as there isn’t much point in guessin , I shall hasten 
to report that it was the birthday of noi.ert n. 

Lee. 


fortunately, today's in-coming mail was lighter, and 
so I got around to read the first two pa.^es of Carolyn's 
letter, ohe, appamntly, is learning the hard way that 
absentee plantation operation has its hazards and dis¬ 
appointments. 

dhe is quite wrong, of course, in assuming that 
Lucille has been very brisk in her reports concerning 
Helen's recovery. You have had the two or three letters 
Lucille has written. They have been excellent, but 
by no means too numerous. 

But how wonderful that nelen has recovered and is 
even resuming her column. I haven't heard any nows that 
has pleased mo so much since, from quite a different quarter, 
I learned that at long last little uiss Lee had 
experienced the marvelous sensation of realizing that 
what suddenly had taken on all the oar marks of Crand 
Central station was once more her boudoir. 

Chile Carolyn ca find no po sible advantage in the 
various plantation problems confronting hor , for 
those of us not concerned with the matter there is a 
limber of hope that the pressure for grinding out 
a few literary pieces may inspire the lady to concentrate 
on that point with undivided attention during the 
immediate future. I am hoping the weather of next 
Monday or Luesday may be favor ble, for if it is, I shall 







f’ ~ » 
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make the moc-t of it by having Jnrolyn arive me down to 
ot. /rnnoievllle. I have written ..lrs. sterling I may 
rass her way. This trip would afford Jarolyn an opportunity 
to get to know ~rs. sterling and as I shall have taken 
the opportunity to lay the ground work, it will not be 
necessary for me to make a second trip, later in the season 
when unfolding foliage makes picture taking more 
advant geous for art Ices on the ^udubon business 
and the graveyard. 


^s today was historic in the realm of politics, 
so, i predict, it is likely to oe in the field of fashion, 
for my guess is, —and perhaps Hope is father to the ..'ish, 
that the Hisenhower espousal of the Homberg may see 
an end to that unbecoming item of Presidential headgear, 
the plug hat. It a way, it seems remarkable it should 
n ve survived so long. ( It seems like a far jump 
from decide a-hiugton s tir-cor e and have no idea which 
of the i. residents first trotteo out toe silk stove pipe, 
i guess tue earliest tin-type pnoto of a Chief -xectuvie 
in one, showed ^bianham -^ificoln, seemingly more attenuated 
that his figured required. 1 don o t recall ever having seen 
a picture of President Grant in one, - and lack sufficient 
i agination to envision such an odo combination. P. R 
looked like a overgrown boyy, rigged up for a comical 
charade, Wilson, m a Jifth avenue -Liberty bona parade, 
got away with it better than almost anyone else, v.hat 
..ith his slimness without being i-incolnesque in heignt. 
nardin e probably looked more convincing than anyone else 
becuase he was able to wear clothes if not ^residential honors 
to uartioular advantage, I thought y. rt. l 0 oked pretty 
terrible in one of tho things, i'ruman i^naer suoh a lid 
somehow suggested a proffessor who wasn t used to the darned 
thing but was willing to bear it with a-'grin and would 
bo gland when it could be cut back in moth balls. 

I can t conjure up a mental picture of Eisenhower 
flowering under one of these out modod monstrosities, and 
while l am Hoping to find lots of things to admire in his 
administration, nothing, think, is likely to please 
me more esth tLCally that his inaugural headgear. 


lO- 

tne 

has 


-“ord, what a heap a talk about hats, 
ally o^aay n6oouy needed one, except as a sun shade, for 

weather continues its splendid coarse and 
been e order of tne day. 


gardening 


On shell pink -hinese magnolia, - > 
the bindery, is m full flower and a joy 
x hope tnere is a touch of opriug around 


rather large one by 
to the soul, 
your corner, too. 







Wednesday, J anuar-' 21st, 1953. 


Memorandum : 

As a the Surprise Package in the morning’s post. 

master of fact, due to some mechanical difficulty, my ribbon was 

pair of SSoL ^ S ° 1 *“ d0,,bly delight t0 ftei 

tM . f! 1 y 11 farth » explain, I needed the tools almost as much and 

s S °°? as the ribbons came 1 secured the “™ciM 

my favorite expert ribbon changer and to work he went. ut Dieturp 

my disappointment when the little gaget in the middle of the machine 
-hash elevates the ribbon to be struck by the hey, as aJaSt“llar, 

AS d p? ag +^ f S 1 + Slap ° ft * which brought operations to a complete standstill 

foresi S ht * 1 could simply reach f^ a Ko!i ^ 
so°th my shattered nerves, and so all was well, 01 t0 


uivo i/ ux j one ooner i 
in order right then and there. 


rather brief for I am forced to use the the oSce; Sr ^ 

there is much hurly buryl and no time for a leisurely chat with you. 

In the morning I am getting a new ribbon put on the Koval wMpV, ^ 

T he weather continues favorable. Celeste returned by 9 this nmwrit>» 

South Louisiana and proved therebye she must have be^tiSed h^se^ S^P 
breakfast. S h e took off at 12s 3 0 on her trip ^estward^There 

for r Sh lr0ad ®? hedule at the 13811 moment and the trin did not head out g 

for Shreveport as originally planned. Yesterday a 112 car traS_ 

somewhere in the Shreveport area, with much buyingof ^o££\££s Sf and 
this morning, after the tracks had been cleared, anothe? butaSel^’e^df 


• • • 
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ripping up more track and hurting no one, but pushing aside the 
normal progress of trains. 

^n the unimportant side, I got a kick out of a casual remark made 
by the explanation offered by one of my untutored friends when I asked 
where Beau and Juanita I^ack got the name of Abel for tbeir little ooy. _ 

Ity informat explained that it really was Airdale but ^they just naturally 
slips fron Abel to Airdale and back to Abel sometimes • 

I ’"ave heard children in these parts named for veryvarious unexpected 
objects, but never before did an Airdale enter the picture. 

1 am holding the thought that I may get my old Underwood back into 
working order a^ain reall soon,ifor Charles Uunnningham is asking for the 
elrose article and while it isn t too difficult to write the thing, a 
place such as the office where so many people are talking, asking to borrow 
this machine nor; and then, and generally pushing about is not at all conducive 
to helping one remember where one left off, or if he did or did not finished 
the last idea or set down the final point. But things will work out alright 
shrortly, and in the mean time, I pray you to be patience with the distinctly 
ofdd memoranda which may come your way as a result of this pecuoliar situation 
in which I hammer them hout. 

Again ny thanks for your thoughtfulness, and blessings on you both 
for the ribbons and for the nicotine that so helps to smooth out the up—sets 
of the moment..... 
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Thursday, January ifcnd, 1959. 


Memo randurn: 

Observe the new ribbon, -*and the old maohinej 

• » 

• +> 

But better than that, let me hasten to say how niee it 
was to have fomnd your.niee fat envellepe in today's 
post. It is so kind of yen to hats taken your frist free 
moment for a.ehat, etery word of whieh 1 absorbed with 
so much relish. 

And thanks, toe, for sending along the Lexington Atenue 
reoord shop address. That mill be Just fine and I thank you 
on behalf of the person for mhom it mas originally intended, too. 

t 4 

And in anticipation of the advent of The Ameriean lertiage, 
may I thank you also. As you mill hate notice from a Memo 
reaching your true hand since you penned the Saturday lines, 
the publication mill be most timely since '•arolyn, I suppose, — 
although i am perhaps a little rash-in such an assumption, — 
mill be here on Sunday ox early next week, and me shall 
hate an opportunity to explore possibilities in that direotion. 

An d may I say horn much I approiate your thoughtfulness 
in sending along the exerpts from the Leetan Journal, recalling 
to my mind several details vhioh 1 had already forgotten, 

• 

I think you are monderful to hate had the foresight and 
energy to make notations regarding tarioue enteries in the 
Journal so that you mould knom there to turn for t^em, and 
surely neither you nor I could eter hate anticipated then 
the index mas beif made that me should hate occasion to 
think of &o£8mood enteries so seen, - if eter. 

It goes mithout saying I mas resentttl then circumstances 
jeekeyed me out of completing all the details contained in 
your entelepe. The rumbling of 'thunder, the rolling 
of olouds, the sprinkle of rain, —and I suspect a desire 
on the part of the merchant planter to eat early for various 
subsequent undertakings, all united to ring the supper 
bell prematurely so that my sitting mith the secretaries was 
out s ort, 1 might get ene other secretary later tonight, 
and if se, I may be able to run through mhatever Robina and Kina 
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may have had to say in letters arriving by today's post, 
hut I shall save the balance of your envelope for tomorrow's 
sitting, sinca I prefar reading your oommunications with 
tka seoratary who is most affioiant, for smoothness of cover- 
sation, even in indireot contact, seems aver so muoh 
nicer. 

It goes without saying that I am delighted yon and 
ii.J. had’such a lovely evening,' I have never witnessed 
the piece yon enjoyed so much but, of course am acquainted 
with the story and dabs of the mnaie. I'm so glad the 
deoors was so lavish, for performances of that nature ean 
stand everything by way of added accoutrementa, I suppose 
the two scenes from the Met. lingering longest in my mind for 
sheer brilliance were the lith century interior for 
gamin house in Uanonand that plaoe in.Turande where the 
star, her train spread half the width of the stage, mounts 
to the top most step of the throne, -•and screams just 
like the peaooofc she resembled, I guess, while thinking about 
suoh matters, however, I might as well recall that the greatest 
concentration of lush color I ever saw on any stage was 
in the oourt room or trial scene in thc= production of 
Ihe Merchant of Venioe in whioh Peggy Wood played Portia to 
George Arils's Shylook, —a glow of gorgeousness that would have 
driven a Titian oraay. 

It makes me happy to learn about the im ediate 
laboratory plans and the matriomonial possibil ties, too, I know 
not precisely why, but somehow 1 feel as happy about the whole 
thing for the mother of the prospective bride as for the latter 
hrself. 

At mail time this morning, I toated this machine to 
the store, thinking I might send it in to town by the master. 

But the clerk, who knows nothing about a typewriter but 
is good at fiddling with mechanical contrivances, started 
taking this outfit apart,revoing the carriage and generally 
tearing the whole business to pieces. Eventually he 
ge it back together again and it would seem as though 
it is tracking along alright, for which I am endlessly 
thankful, for it will make work on the Melrose 'article 
jog along ever so much easier. 

If I get sleepy before going far on the Melrose thing tonight, 
I shall read a little about M r . a ies in the Praois I. Bush, "Guilty 
or Mot w uilty whioh came to hand today. Again my thanks for 
having made my day so happy. 


tfriday, January 23rd, 1953. 


Memorandum: 

v 

Toe much.mail of the long hand variety and the result is 
that I-neyer did get around to glanoe at the typed items. 

I thought I had better explore a letter from Hina that came 
a day or s<5 ago. There wasn t anything extraordinary in it, 
although she did like the right or rather the write up in the 
Pioayune and asked me to send along any other designs 
if I would like her to have a finger in the pie. She alse 
gave the anmes and addresses of people to whom she wants plates 
sent, but in characteristic vagueness, she didq't mention how 
many different ones she wanted to send to each, and I shall 
ask her about thiB point, —er perhaps it would be better if I 
shipped a flock of flying saucers to her and let her struggle with 
the addresses, 

» 

.1 shall retain her letter, awaiting her response and a 
bit more of deciphering whioh my secretaries eouldn t make out. 

And along with other mail came one from the Bluff which 
I thought I had better try to unravel, but I had scant' success. 
Perhaps I can get Garolyn to help me with that one on Sunday. 

There is a request for pecanes to be sent to somebody in 

Hew Orleans but that will be easily- disposed of si-noe there 
are no more pecanes. 

But there was one item in the post which I oould examine 
in large measure on my own hook, for your excellent oopy of heritage 
arrived to make life seem worth living. Isn't it an elegant 
publication. The potures alone are worth the entire publication 
and I know I am going to have a grand time when 1 get hold of 
someone like hr. Knipmeyer to give me a hand with the text. I 
cannot tell you how much I appreciate having this issue as 
it will provide muoh by way of thought as to how and what 
can be developed at this bend of the river to suit pages in 
a future issue. 

I got around to read a little from "Guilty or Hot Guilty, 
and I must say I got a lot of things straightened out in my mind 
about finer points in the Hiss mystery that had eluded me at the 
time the*trials were in progress. I haven't finished the ppiece 
as yet but I have already come to the conclusion that there may have 
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been a lot more behind the scenes than ever came to the lore 
during the trial. In a way, 1 leel as though the Chambers 
initial move may have been made in the direction of blackmail, 

Sslif^R?! SSi ISfSiESlinol.“Sfil 8 *5& 

that season ol the Administration when efforts were being made 
to build up Hussia as a counter force against the Basis and 
Fascists, and that when things altered on the world stage and 
when Mr. Hiss went on to greater responsibilities, the 
aequaintanceship should have dwindled quite naturally, — a fact 
that Chambers resented and being the sort of person he is, thought 
he would do something about by way of vindietivenesw. It isn t 
clear to me why the Hiss family should be giving Chambers 400- 
dollars although I suppose Chambers suggests this was payment 
for services rendered by Chambers to Uncle foe's causw, but 
as Hiss seemed to be working for Chambers, according to the patter's 
account, I find that explanation of the money business doesn t 
follow. At best, the thing is oonfusing and I hope we both - 
live long enough,to understand the whole thing eventually, 

A telephone from imrs. Coombs last night reported that her 
daughter has been removed from the Shreveport hosptial to her 
new home in Baton Bouge. She was to have received her diplema as 
a registered nurse at northwester State College last night, but 
she was not sufficiently recovered fro* her recent illness to 
be present. Mrs. Uoombs was expecting to attend the graduating 
exercises, however, as a girl by the name of Cwens whom Mrs. 

Coombs had engineered from a hill billy shack down Monttte s Ferry way 
through High School and nursing school was also expecting to 
have the H. N. pinned on her. I suppose the rescuing of 
this child from deplorable surroundings, giving her an education 
and seeing her step out into the world as a nurse must give 
the lady an enormous sense of satisfaction. She 
explained the whole thing away, .or tried to, by saying it was so 
easyto channel a second girl along sinoe in thinking for the re- 
q^jeigen^i ^e^ own daughter, she simply had to operate on 

Ora told me the other day on the telephone that one of her 
boys belongs to the same Boy Souct team that the Coombs boy attends. 
She said that B. B. was reading to her the other evening when 
their son, Johnny, returned from Scout meeting and said that 
the Coombs boy said his mother was going down to Melrose the next 
day to see B«stan and Johnny, to do him one better said: "That's 
nothing, my mother is going down there ^11 the time." Ora 
said that for once she and B. B. oouldn t take their son s 
boasting casually and they both exploded with merriment. 

Well, so things turn, and it's "air-ish" tnoghight but things 
are tuoked in safe and sound. And tomorrow will be the last free 
day for a week, and I shall think of the holidays and little Miss Lee. 
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Sunday, January 25th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 

Yesterday and today have been two of the lovliest Spring 
days I can remember, all blue and gold on high, with waves of 
pink magnolia blossoms in between and oceans of white nareissus blossoms 
soenting every passing breeze. 

Just at supper time last night came Mr. Allen of the 
Ford Foundation with his sister-in-law. They were entranced with 
what thwy had to see and asked if they might return on Sunday 
at 6:30 a.m. a week hence. 

I was glad to stretch out their tour a little, what 
with the Wonks being here for supper. The doc.or is wearing a 
brace on hi? back when in Shreveport. He olaims arthritis is 
something the Army can use and that is what he has most of. 

J. H. chatted with me for a while after quiet had been 
restored. He was leaving at 6;30 this morning for the CottonCounoil 
at Dallas. Be asked me if I thought any mid specialist could 
do Sister any good. I didn't. Among other craek-pot 
ideas Sister was handing out was that J. H. should take 

her son with him to Dallas and thenee to San Francises. Imagine. 

Around 9 o'clock J. a . telephoned me-to say Baton Bou e 
was oalling. He asked if 1 was expecting a call and when I replied 
in the negative, he expressed the thought that it might be la 
Montespan and asked me .to say that I hadn't seen him all afternoon 

and that I know not of his immediate plans. I had asumed 

the Dallas segment of the trip would uot be made alone but 1 must have beei 

wrong and apparently there's a iripple on th smooth surfaoe of that 

liasofi.had appointments for all afternoon , people who had writton 
from Alexandria, Fort tforth and so on, but none of them put in 
Pl§ra§ r &¥°*hoA««iF« *§x* r «lrt 0 8*W*i!. th « unexpected 

One man and his wife, hailing from Shreveport, showed unusually poor 
judgement, A thought, when he stopped his oar by the front gate and 

asked if might be speaking to Lestan. I said he might. He 

said he and his wife had but ten minutes and that they had long 
hoped to see Mairose but he would rather save that for a later time 
and spend the ten minutes conversing with me. I waved in the direction 
of the magnolia blossoms but he said he would take a ehnnee of seeing them 
some other time. He wfs very pleasant but had I been in his shoes, 

I should have made the most of whatever the maganelias presented. 
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1 think 1 neglected to mention that 1 eventually 
got In touch with the Baton Bouge operator who asked me what 
seems to he the standard question during the past lew years 
on the part of telephone xfct switchboard artist] 

"from whom woro you expecting a oall from 
Baton Rouge, oil." 

■ .. U ■ - “ ■*- ■ 

And the killing part of i.t is, they never seem to believe 
you when you tell them in all truth that you weren't 
expecting a call from anybody, 

.. 

Wall, it turned’ out that the oall was from Mrs. starling 
to whom * had written a note last weak, soouting. the idea 
that we might be in her neighborhood shortly. A friend 
ak*WlfgMf*Ul£e*§r|ilJitiAof8r|^ll«U#te$Bt n *u*feti r wfcigfe 8 
enchanted, to find it read: 

"Sent freney Vill Sail," 

There may be better exchange names but 1, personally, 
never read ene that pleased me so much. 

. .. ■■ 

Mrs. Sterling had in mind tg give a little luncheon 
for us at Oakley and X told her unless she heard to 
the contrary, we would make a round on Monday. 


,00 


o ej 
fif-a 


I had expeoted Carolyn at 2 this afternoon and she 
arrived promptly — at 6:80. 


We had a bite and a prolonged sitting afterward 


~ a 


and it is now midnight. Last night *. had kindly 
suggested that Carolyn might be more comfortable in his 
house and that he would be glad if she would eceupy it 
during her visit if she oared to. My guess was that 
she would like the big house better, being more accustomed 
to it and she is accordingly occupy your room tonight 

She says she is not to certain about Carolyn's complete 
recuperation. Her mind tends to revert constantly to 
her accident which seems the more odd because during hex 
prolonged hospitalisation period, she stubbornly refused to 
accept the fact that there had been much of anything to it 
whereas the thing seems to increase in vividness and 

although Carolyn was with her for six weeks during her 
recuperation, Uelen on seeing her again after a two 
week interval, seemed to have forgotten that taxolyn had 
been with her. She things she is definitely mending but 
the. progre88 isn 1 


1 


: ^ afoersi* 

, : : si 


Monday, Juanayx 26th, 1968. 

v o . b b' ooo O', ere * a ; 

■. i 3 tlsdeb*** ,soti'icf© 

.0 0 ,30 - - 1 j ■ P r. :J0 


0 r 3i. J > i -■ ill J s* 


0800 78 I 


.3 


Memornaduml ' . . " * ; oc ■ v 

It has been a fruitful day, I think, or at least it » 
has been a good day for towing seeds, and the soil and weathex 
seemed in a reoeptive meed. 

j I. • ? J •' Ji: 2 < 

We headed out a little aftex 8, crossed the Mississippi 
on a ferxy at "sent fxmey Till" a littla altar 11 and ware in 
Oakley by neon* -i ■ ^ :-I£ .v- -t . 

Mrs. Starling met ms in the long dxiva, —perhaps a quartax of 
a mile from the big house in a wnndexfully romantis avanue of met 
drapad oaks, and a delicious lwheon was spread befdxa a deoorativa 
fira in the west (left) zoom o'n the ground floor. 

' hi 1 ..;'v ■ 'i-V- l 

What I liked best abdut the iuneeon was the ae^iagt, a 
•. youth of about 17 or It,-whoee cos turn* reminded me •* ,1 

*rs^«.Sh £! r u i:r!; 8 y 0OTl,t 

in that instead of the stripes running horisenally, they were 
vertical, giving the wearer an impression of greater height 
that he probably possessed, Ths dinning tom' is white, and the 
sun was etreeming in the windewi, eombining to empahsize the 
striking appearance tha blaak and whita striped costume >1 
the servant. - ## , 

They h ve really dona a fiha Job in splashing' point and 


. . ;; 

blaok 

soma 




,— - ; 7 $ -- i . t 

I’had forgottan thera ware thraa storias of averaga proportioned 
rooms, with an attia abvoe, which really make the house eeem 
remarkably tall. enci ro aito rol sii.TXq noil /oi~ ■ 

1 There has been a heap ot iff storatien wsr.k done 1m the ’ Ierf 
garden*. and very pleasant brisk work by way of wajky and 
broad steps, the stall fenciri gardens somehew reminding me 

a bit el thm lilliamsburgh restorations. 

• s , < i 

Immediately afeX lmnoheonr, Carolyn went eat to' eateh soma 
•xteilet «h.t. .hll. I ..k.d «». Stirling to .. 


I 
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.Soul «ildd~ Iv?KAJ.i, « , DC-OL 

at ta'i.la where we could discus* various aspects ef 
pending problraes, —details regarding the plat*, reservation 
•a magasine articles, ate. 


1 succeeded easily in effecting one peint which I had 



was 


sf j i 

iu 


permanent record en pofcelain, 4s being the first euxatox, 
and secondly, I figured th4f If hex name did appear, there 
would be added interest in the item o*n hex part and whether she 
should remain as curatox mt ,Oafcley indefinitely ex met, btx 
name ef the plate might incline her to pash itm sale in the 
St. Praneisville neighborhood in the years ahead* booh 

delighted that I found hfr enthusiastic about ..being 

...o mooi (die!) jyew odd rxi t» 

i d..idM k is«iJ i bi o a^St d w , ‘«} h iii!s|, t ist*.Ha i j{rgj i intta' 

it «ts long hand, i asked her te be so kiidd as te type it out 
la a lettM- to me te be sent on thrmorrew, and she was very happy 
to do so. This will ffeslst me In the department ef records 
showld any fanatical historian ef. the region eter complain that 
*. .. .K.UhlU.Ur nmhVr; hi* InTaUSth. 7.11. l»nL .itho.t 
appropruu dpt, .out lag th. srtj.ct at Kind. 

rL »/. ora lo iicis-?oio 1 na tint# os.-t .Inoifrev. 

ms V »**.• a tour of the old hewne 
and the adjacent where Audubon lived. In the latter, 

there is, a ong other things, a big kitchen with a huge fixe place, 
and no end of inter sting ante helium odds and ends, — spinning 
wheel, locks, iron wort and hardware, and two things* one 
rarely sees, —a man trap, and 

have ever seen. Bisj^a^Jjke^yg,**^*. «i _ :L 




trai 


id a hear trap, the biggest 

I reckon the radius *er rather tfie diameter must be abXtTrHft 
and the steel ef swehstrex^th that I should thin£ any boar or man 
caught in one might readily'hate bis leg snapped slap off. ^ 

’ . C; . »ei 3 eiew sre.ij rfaJd , i f>a. - 

After e rather thorough tour of €he houe and gardens,* we discussed 
publication plans for ono or more articles en a then tost our louvs. 

Mr8. Sterling gave us quite a bit of literature and this will bo 

of the huge buehos and young trees. Then^s hast across the Mississippi 

b « n *.»«*»» 4V. } think, an* on. 
that will probably pay pay off generously latex. 


Tuesday, January 27th, 1953. 


a 6 2 011©*“ csii neewaad 
,35 otdjra slidwiidrow »ei 
in io ci ob^oxe n.- !to J oin 


j. .aoti; - ah- S^j i 

ha fli oi bal v. rt-tf u. - 
ici eseaid ssixd ehJ to a 
lo omoa qia oi 3 blvalm eel fl yol „ 

Memornadum: 

X.'l-? io 3IS3 \idl5l 

- This morning at the store before breakfast. I 
urprisod to learn of an accident that Had tat 


,:Jqqoi; x.d . a: u rxi in a: :• 
a. :. :'(> i x * last'd lad ’i*' 1 - 


© 3 1 Jlixxt ■ «-~ 

to >•- o This morning at the store before breakfast. I 
was surprised to loam of an aeoident that Had taken 

****** 

* <w 0 




, B a 




rage” 


dfiglm 


} nv 2 10 
Ao3 
eras 


A fleot of negroes, —ladios and gentlemen ef Melrose, had 

ired th irnnal t^urm f-ha-r A M . V«» nil _ l._. . . . * 


in r-j rrw — — I Vi ■•IIOBC 

gathered themselves together im tfhig old' truck, poised to 
head put for fatohitoohes te spend the afternoon and the n 


night. 


.» 




.tt.n*in* tkvi. .i th..u»^f fiaranms.'s. 

until a few months age, dwelt 4 in the hou?4 atop the ‘ . 

Indian Mound, prior to their removal* to town. r> * 

I knew net which ran into whlbh, but somehew at the 
inter-section if the two highways, —perhaps 50 or 7* feet from 

t i*^ allery tha eteri, a big old bull looser 

and the truek fruil ef people smashed into’eaeh other. 

- » 

A baby ef lesmie, —Jeter's sister, smashed a%lp 
threwgh, the find shield, but—mafvilius t> relate, apparently 
wasn t tet.mmoh the wor,M Jo* wear. Toe er three ef the men, 
including lig f< . T -th ) f JJark huke sqems forew in some kind of 
unexpected doing*. bounced from the truck <and are 'hobbling 
• around, "resting from sork beeause they feel "all stove sp". 

f| : 3i » 

Petey was sut en the. sealp and from above his wrist straight 
down his hand and along his inde« finger, - carving that remixed 
several stitbhea, ;^p . tot al x-ctcoto .rnaer^ rernq arid 

a '. * ' • . io 03 «»s 3 oettL-. » siiJ eon d 

One of thb Williams mexh a sea ef Vnole Ben's, was 
so injured in the spinal column thaVhf appears to be paralised 
boles the wslst. The Satdhl^oohee hospital reports that they 
aren t tee* sure about the man's condition, is as much as he 
seemed su filing from a shook that poesibiy Sae dSl iS 

All in all, it seemed to be quite a smath up and 
somehow looked the glamor ef 34«rday nigyht smssh-uns what 
»lti th. thing K»Tlng ttan.pli.* .n . M .S*^ uTA n.n.. 

Wo arid fsfip 1 «®* ! - 

As far my own eetivities today, I again found J! 
mytelf im the big raod, both in the morning and afternoon. 

In the morning. Carolyn and I canvased the West side of Cane Biver 

a n rfjofivos hxrs -° f,9iv Tevo 
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between the ^elrose bridge and Bermuda. We found a 
fow worthwhile subject, and were glad to Bate the 
Beet of an excuse to get in out of the brisk breeie fez 
a few minutes by stopping for a few minutes to sip some of 
May Balthasar's finest Louisiana brew,. She "hoovered" 
about is, passing fruit eake and dainty morsels of this and that, 
most metiouleus in partaking of anything in the presenoe of 
white felks. May is a sightj 

In the afternoon we ran in te town, keeping on the blast 
bank of Cane Biter, 1 had telephoned Ora to say we might 
drop in fer a moment, for I thought it an exeellent opportunity 
• to pick up a picture of he* mother-in-law's Meuse, a sketch 
of which* I antieipate using as filler for the right extreme 
of tthe letchitooh#a plate, as it is the only 18th century 
building extant on that bank of the riter in the town 
area, Bven as May, so Ora served coffee , 


Ora gave ns directions so that we eould easily 
fellow along the proper roads that would land s us* lap 
at the very beginning 61 Cane Biver, some $ or T miles 
lorth of town, where ohly the levy separates the present 
course of Bed Biver from its former bod of what is now Cane, 

We staked out some sights-for subsequent photoraphing for 

hiS| T I,«s?Si, a J5Si.J 9 I*SS?Snr«ti8: h,ad,d 

te the main highway to Grand Boors. We did not stop 
at the ▲swells, however, as we had tee much other stuff to 
leek into, and to jot down on reaching home before supper, 

t 

Although or perhaps because it is after midnight 
that my light is struggling^ in opposition te the 
moonlit flood white garden, a passing freidn, seeing 
the paler gleam, dropped in for a quick night cap, and 
h nco the disordered state of this letter, as between 


this paragraph and the abovp. 

Guests dropped in around 9, —we had worked until that 
hour en the Mario Ihoreso artiwlo for The'BoL-t, and aftaz 

lifiis; ssi 

. up on the newt which 1 have missed for the past'oetpie of 
* 4®y»* , I i - - 

1 - la ZBPXB id lo • .4 to*odi worf 

• I have ah instinctive foiling that Carolyn will never get 
around to do the Oekley article, but at least the ohina business 
oan be effected, which is something, and I shall keep en poking 
at Carolyn about the dther articles* including Oakley, 
although she is going to find farming takes up more or 
her time, once she really gives it a tought. But I am 
gratified over the general view of things and something 
worth While 


Alois 


rmjooea 


4 iaq 


Wednesday, January 28th, 1989, 

« 

• * 

. 

Memorandum: 

' CiJR t 'i0.!'tfl0V SCOlX.tV ,•> 

How nice to find your Wednesday and Friday letters in today's 
post. 

us Jcrt :' 1 V ; ‘ * 

And firet off, may I hasten to tell you how deeply 1 am 
touohed by the major portion of your Friday lotto*,-relating 
to possibilities, abundantly within roaah, as yew so generously 
expressed it, oonebrfcing the data outlined in the elippping, 

I haven't touched any mail of late, and what with vour 


Iat 


no ^ j. 


and I had half a million things bo do boffro thf secretaries, whom 
I hadn't seen since heaven knows when, Jbey arrived Just 
before suppei, end it wag so.nice that I could complete both 
letters, prior toithelr depatturd, —it afforded me so mueh 
delectable farejfer the soul while I dwaddled ever the fine food 
on the supper table. 

** | ^ O a 3 ^ m f b i v ± j dU 13 J 

Yes, 1 shall natirAlly read the art id te with vast interest 
and shall certainly appreaoh the matter of making the rn^st <*f 
this latest scientific marvel in e mood of dtftioipatien that 
fow people, perhaps, experienee many times during e i,if% ®P»n, 

e ■ - , 

v Bios a your heart again for having ohoo mere to seed! me a 
life lime, evidences el e -regard which which have manifested 
themselves in such a variety of ways so constantly down through 
all: the years between thrtfr and now,' J Clouds are bound te darken av 
horizon from time to’time, but hew easily all thdt tan be borne wh 
the radiance such as comes when the olauds are pierced by 


everyone'a 

when 


enjoyed, even as did you Gf the news items yew mentioned. 
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accounts*ef the various rssl'sstatt natters, non* of which I had 
heard anything, either at Montioello or Hyde Park, and may I 
thank you, tee, for having been so thoughtful as to pass along 
particulars about MoneksCorner, and how it got its name. The 
Albemarle connection is doubly nluminating Just at this time, as 
I so recently ran aaross the individual bearing that same ea 
several occasions in reading various volumes, and particularly, 
if I remember oorreotly, the boeks in the irever series, — 

The Savanah and The Potomac wherein the fabulous land grants of 
Charles 2nd, —so many issued M t in England but rather at 
the chateau of St, Germain-en-Eaye. 

of Cmttft ft «kaslnit!n? 0 5ii al ‘ 

pbout the painter and- the Texas angles concerned therewith, 

• ' , V ■ ■ » 1 -■ . - ■ ■ - • 

And may 1 thank you for telling me about the 1, T, Cane material 
in the Batienal- Geographic of February and thanks to your information 
regarding his yd finger being in the ledisiana Purchase festivities’ 
pie, there, perhaps, is one reason why the Leuis XIV business of 
Batehitoohes is being held up. The French legal nind is insisting 
that the Chairman or the Board, governing impending celebrations for 
the event in the State* give its approval for the or ef the 

feel^it^ar^approp 

figure ou| ho« the smoeth warding ef the local plans are being 
gummed up te a slow down that is almost a stop if Mr. Bane‘is 

M» r «M S*Tp4 a a»»«« f»s*Sn®«i*4itfii} - 

I notice there is a letter from her in a recent mail, as yet net 
opened, and she may be a bit of fire which may be empleyed to fight f 
fire. We shall see. 

The only piece of mail, other than yours, was a large 
envelope, - a foot square, sent air mail by Beck Ball. I have 
merely glanced at the finished sketch. H»e isn \nfly good, I 

think, but the whole design appvaxp entirely satisfactory, and se 
there seems to be a praotiele # guarantee therobye that the African 
louse will be added to the Cane Bluer series of porcelain pages this 
ye at. 

BAT* -at eiMon UU.'A.Ai.&’i.i 1 *» %I J .t i I 2 * rftJJ Cfllrf : J 

In my last letter to Caroline, perhaps 2 or 2 weeks ago, I 
gave her my telephone number, saying she might wayt to contr.et 
me direct.' And so, from batohitochep tpay* «be telephoned the 
store to tell me, through a subseouent message delivered, by the 
cleark that she was leaving some flpwerl* hyaeinthee for.me in town 
and that I had been wrong when writing Bobina that ele Virginia 
wasn’t effected by the accident, in faet that she has been in bed at 
Briarwood ever since. But more en the morrow, and again my thanks 
for all the happines you have agin brought to me,..... 


. < 

t Thursday, January 29th, 1963. 

iclnG 2 1 3.i :ocf i ,:r; : i -t Ofl nw 3 tdldi 1 I 


2 i J 0 V J iuu A- V A -V +* . ’i«i w w U ^ * ' • 

. 

^ rii iw ott y' 

■ ,i ,M ■ ,?■:-! ■ ' • 

, 

r ___a_ 


.es e-'fi sem/i 


Oi. • i. i*'.033.i D-:» 

£338 . o Vi£U- ■ ©hd 3u<id^ 


Memorandum} 

The merry-ga-ireund continues en its disay whirl. - The 
conoentration is Jammed up in a single week, but the absence ef 
family is a help, the weather cooperative and sufficient energy 
to carry me along with sufficient test to make thing-click xathi 
nicely, and a week hence I shall probably be grateful that 

t- . • l ‘▼ 


t eno 

I was glad $e welcome Dr. a d Mrs. Knipmeyer back to 
theijr. eld time schedule, following their vacation in Florida, 

But no sooner had they dropped la than 8d Band appeased. 

The Xnipaeyers reported an elegant seujourn and Ed. Band, bringi 
me a Christmas gift en behalf of his mother, reported the famil as 
being alright, exoept Mrs. White, Blyth. ’s mother, who ling rs on fro 
day to day to everyone's astonishment, 

Ed. Band was bubbling over with gaiety ea one point that 
was easily understandable. It seems Dr. hand took Ellen Locket Ed 
daughter, to ^ew Orleans last week where an operation was performed* 

experienced in the past, witfi the old failure of ieiait one ■ 


* w ■•uu.vv i o uaui ^ _ 

thlsmiraple does happen once in a great’while. although*' there ' 

KRiS|*a«;iJp.i”r?hi o ?h^i«i i»sii:? ^ t I iis,UHi onlt3r 

.MLtin... l.t ms hop. 5S*J5f "i 

the.nlyaeles, r t 

& #VB - si 

And Just as Bd. Band and the-Knipmeyers were leaving. 

Hmdolph arrived. Be .seems fine and will stay until Saturday I 

B#f 2 r !v hi 5 f? riTal » telephoned the head ef the 
Art b.ttion at the eollege in town, making an appointment for 
him on the morrow te see the wopying section in that inetitution, 
and he si looking forward to that, even as are the inetruotors 
at the oollege where he is reo gniaed as one of the country's 
eminent oraftsmen. • - 

A letter from Martha Bebinson announces she will be arriving 

■t r • rr ! . V ' J . ... ** . w 1 " * ® 


e past f witfi th* aid 


&.{j 'ossif I -n’ i I 1 i! • 

->■ Tl ,e)jto barn a 
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•arly Saturday morning, bringing a Mr. Dufoui wit her, 
and t tost ,other people aba mentioned in an earlier letter, as ta 
whose idantity I am not quite oartain. I believe it is Mr. Dufour 
®68|d eritie or soma suoh on the Picayune, and it 

m * 4 i a " ana with, the^ttelf ose. 

The Batohitoohes Timas has asked lor a conference this week 
about tha anniversary numbar thing that la naw appraaahing 
printi 4 ng staga. I haven’t finishad ay script as yet, but I 
shall try to woyk the conference in while Rudolph is at tha 
college, and perhaps I can dash of! tha article between now and 
Monday. 


S O V 0 


X eoaari^oi « ■ 

At the same time, I am having a bit of dangs about the 
lataitoohes plate and tha Audubon one. I hate completed my 
sketch on tha latter.to my satisfaetion and shall ask lina 
to teuolrit up for me whan I have completed tha balanaa of tha 
To *? 0h C °! h f? design, so that both may be put into 

production about tha same time. I am in a vast hurry for 
the audubon one to gat to rolling so it may be at.Oakley as early 
in .the Spring as possible to eatoh tha pilgrims in that neighborhood. 

A letter from Mrs. Gmpbell brought the news of Mr. 

Campbell's sudden death, - heart trouble, l believe, I think 
I may have mentioned they telephoned me for a littlSL chat on 
Saturday night, a week back. I believe he died the next day. 

*' ’ . .. ,r J . . 

A further roundabout report concerning the Jrisxwoud set up 
indicates that "ale v irginie"» has been in bed for ten days, 

AV"lA flVa Vi A n fVtww A maA _a_ _x.. L 1 


ox: 


ao 


1 •I-.-': 

■n y 






31* 


and that she has there remained, perhaps, on two counts, -* 
first, - because she is sore and banged up, and 

. • • , u US 






is expeoted to arrive back here along about Sunday afternoon. 

If 1 cun set hand to it, —what with all* the hurly»burly about, I shal 
enclose a eard from la Montespan, written, apparahtly, for the sole p 
purpose of flaunting the faet that she eventually made Dallas 
regardless. Apparently thara are hurly-hurlies and hurly-burlies, 
and I am thankful that the ones that momentarily present 
a degree of pressure on me.are not of tho same variety that 
keep other people going around in circles. ; , • . ■ V 

My correspondence has reached a lew ebb, but that is alright 
and I shall get hack On the ball shortly. I think I missed the 
postman en Tuesday, he being Ahead of schedule, but I reoken 
that brought two items in the same mail which turned out alright.... 




Friday, January SOth, 1963. 


Memorandum^ 

Just a brief note tonight while Rudolph doses and 
while 1 oateh my breath from a busy go-round that included 
a trip to town today. It's odd, tho months and years that 
go by without me sitting foot in town, and thsn to make 
it twies in the same week. 

I wanted Rudolph to see an exhibit at the callage 
of weaving stuff and I mads an appointment for the 
Director up yonder to reoeive him, Vhilo he was 
thus engagsd, I had an spportwnlty to attend to several 
littheiterns in town end thus everybody was antra eed with 
the way the day panned eat* 

At the Chamber of Commerce they told me that 
eorrapondenee on their part with hew Orleans had humped into 
the same snag about the Louis XIV status, —ths French 
Government awaiting an approval on the part of ths Lsuisiana 
Commission to signify its approval of tho thing for 
Satchitoches whilo low Orleans, having reoeivtd a grant of 
State money, was making plans to expand about all of it 
in the Crescent City, with the rest o tho Stats getting 
nothing out of the funds. It's the old pelitiesl game with 
Mr. Kane thrown in for goad measure, 1 guess. 

But an o or fronts things are rooking along alright 
and as the maganeliae are just shout at perfeetion and ths 
narsi8sus and JonquilIs at thsir lovliest, it is 
perhaps well that the Martha Robinson party should arrive on 
tho morrow. 

The man with the injures book, - an the truok the 
other day with Peter end Log, died early this morning, 
leaving u large family, so I guess Madam c 0 ombs had hatter 

§ et her Welfare department going in that direction, 
he herself plans to leave for s ew Orleans en the l£th 
of the month, andl shall try to get everything smoothed out 
in the case of the widow and orphans long beforo than, 

I shall write ne more for this sitting. Fergivo my 
brevity, but you understand.. • • ^ . 
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a.fasti- well roit eifdats e.iJ dog oi 

Sunday, jCebrupzy 1st, 1952, 

idldvC-i. sd ii. ill * ilJ ?Tr 

do ?.i ;" -ioi ,110:10 

. V ; 


o-ii.Tiai/ .. .ia 

Memorandum; 

Tou got cheated in the last go-round, and this on* 
is likely to he suoh a hodge-podge that it will be littla 
better. 

ji 51 ,a*Ddftztr3i X 1 

The truth is tht I have thought of so many things 1 wanted to 
chat about during the past several days but hare had such little 
leisure to jot down any of the rigamarole that I ain likely 
to skip the most of it or repeat myself over ,• nd over again. — 
or both. . i , 

. ... - c - - . - ; ; ' • ■;' ■ 

Uaztha Robinson earns bn schedulo Saturday morning, just 
as xiudolph was leaving, Mr. hufour couldn’t come with her, as 

he is u flattened out by the flu, but the Sam Wilsons did 
come and I liked them very much. 

We Chatted at Yucea until neon, hoping the sun would 
come out so the Wilsons could get some pictures, but instead 
of sun we got rain. But that was alright and we drove to 
Hatehitoehes, -•inm gine me being in that plaee so frequently, for 
lunch, and then explored the Jeyoue Const in the rain on out 
way back, —Cashmere, neaufort, Oakland and eo on. 

. J i : I . 

it seams that Mrha and Sam ^ilson are both on some board that 
has to do with the Louisiana Purchase business. I think Sam 
is somehow associated with .Bichard Koch, the hew Orle ns architect. 
Sam also seems to have close relations with the Louisiana 
State Pnrfc commission and I was able to get in a few swift and sure 
good words for Mrs. Sterling. I wonder if her name is spelled 
Stirling, of which point I had better be sure before the 
plate gets, fired, .-the Audubon one, i mean. 

And then there is the matter of th Louisiana plate for 
the Purchase business, i le rned from Sam that somebody has 
commissioned someone to do one for the Board, and so I guess 
I had better not dabble in that department on a State wide 

basis, but rather reserve my fire for Louis XlV if and-when;. 

They mentioned larnett kane. and rem rked upon how busy he is, 
stiekin his finger in every pie. I gathered through indiroot 
reference to him, that ha has been influencing the ioard to insist 
on theeelobration being eonterd on the Orescent City and the Louis 
XIV statue be ng set up there. It will be interesting*te•see 
if he 8uceeodo which 1 have a feeling he will not, although ho nay. 


mo 






80CO 
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not able t* get th* status lor Haw Orleans, bo able to bleak 
noproval of its appearanoo in.Hatehitoches approved by the 
Beard, Bat that matter will not be settled by his efforts in 
that direction, for time is on our side, and if we don't get it 
in 1953, we may get it at some other time, 

1 sent the manuscript baot to iiew Orleans with ray visitors 
to pass along to Mr. Jufour to have a look, at it. I learned from 
Martha and the Wilsons that less Crager considers Bob iallant her 
partieularl "fair haired bey" and has been the power that 
has pushed his books into print through the houses with which 
rhe is associated. As Toss, it is said, likss the Tallent type 
of treatment of literature, it is ouite natural she should like 

him nnd * town ing ®n manuscripts that are more ooneerned 
withthe more positive side of plantation life anywhere, and es eeially 
in Louisiana. * 

un Little River this afternon, they buried in St. Augustine's 
grnveyrd the man who got his back broke on Tuesday in front of the 
Melrose store. They 1 id him to rest along side the fresh 
grave of his numa who was buried th*re op Tuesday, yor 
ye rs on end the family h d lived atop the Indian Mound in 
sight of St. Augustine's, so thet mother ? nd son have rounded 
out their cycle in a comparatively limited area, and somehow 
in spite of all the far flung trvels of most people, it somehow 
seems ple^S^nt to k.uow they Game to rest in fru.Gh a nlaae aa 
;°fl'00 had 0*91, and 

to each other 1 s passing. , 

ihere were ouite a few pilgfiras today, the people from the 
i’ord foundation arriving on schedule at 8:30 this morning. The 
weather was clear and as a result of yesterday's rain, lots 
of petals from th‘e Chinese magnolias, floated like like ivory pink 
boats on the sufree of the iron h pot, nd it was as pretty and 
romantie nd slightly sad as was Marie Antoinette's little f-rm before 
its restoration* x 

It Will surprise. you not at 11 to learn-th>,t i haven't done 
five cents worth of reading during the past week. But while i 
miss the voice of the read ng mach.ne, I don t be-gruuge the time 
spent in other lines of endeavor, and especially "the elopement" 
as uarolyn styled opr trip to Oakley, my trip to town with 

iX Y Q a lp iA ft en J>, t l?* I coni ?! en 2! w i th ^ rI tha and the Wilsons. I am 

n «li«ot the completion of tha Audubon-Oakley 

J° Wn Batehitoches aeisgns, save for one or two insign fic^nt 
details in spite of all the ro-d.running, nd except for 
gardening, pilgrims and oatehing up on oorreepoadenca^this week 
I shall probably get c ught up on a couple of "literary eveinas 1 
too. ■ 


, 


..t • ,ic * li 
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j - Tuaday , February 2nd, 1953 . 

■ v ■■ ■ J sllis wobn ' i guoHw w? J .. * 

, j + - 1 1 ( O i x-* J £X 0 X J ft •- J i 3 

. « - t • • 


. „ j + -/ hfiD 1 1 C Cl X* J do 1 w w i 3 


.id oas-.a t.sJ* - 

Memorandum: 

Leeally the ground hog;saw his mp t# 

sun down, and if he glanced at his thermometer, he 

notioed it wae too warm to bo wearing his fur^eoat. Tha 
promise is far warmer weather •***■£*"•; 1 Mi a f 

chanced to be tuned in enthc Weather Bureau, 

4s f« other evident** that Spring la here, even 
though the gneund hag shadaw point* to wintor As^ glory 
of paar blossoms along thauranbourg drive. Jh*y lilted 
so pretty in the dawn.s early light -ngainit the clear 
blue of a oloudleos a£y. Surely -it is tee mMf for 
an uninterrupted Spring,, even thadgh the suggestion, 
of somra.i 1. aix ««. to. pUM. 

• ' ■ , 

The California travelers returned last night, and- 
ev ryone seems enehanted with the outing.' The 
Melroeo gardens are so pretty, I reckon they fond tho^ ^ 
sight of th«a m MM Ol M-i •» to. Hurt l.p .1 th.lt 

•, -i i wl! m- * * 

* 97 ( . - « j 

iho bi8triet Attorney of batohitoohos Parish is 
legal adviser af the Valley Aleetrie Oompany nnd har and 
Mi e. hughas war* among those making the California trip. 

Par enthetleally Mrs. Mughaa is a »i*tsr of Kiss Jmlis 
Prudhomma, botb being grandniases of the diarilt, .o. i. 

Xestan Prwdhemme* A oempl* sf yeara_age Kr. and Mrs. 1If 0 x 
Hwuhes went to Cleveland or soma suoh plaos. at this, , 

»!ua •! th.j.M M on. .1 to. *mt»l H..trill.'U.n 3«it«ta. 
“S! S4.X tt.t thl S..t d.Tihg th.lt 

'.As; MShfflj fslfe-l*? . 

conneeted, sorrsatad ths matter hy turning It sn. The 
drains inside the house were not eqwsl* to the task #X 
tatlag •« th. ..t.t .. last a. th. lMMlhg plp.S «U;«! 

It. Th. n.t t.«lt ... that 1« l.J. th. «»t« gush.4 into 
mailj and it tot snip alt.i -things nt.pt.d . 


madly and it whs only after 
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axeund Inside the house and t£e, water had been eaee&ding 
down the btwps and through window sills that the 
situation was notieed. What a business to return te. 

Next year they will perhaps oompromise and not absent themselves 
from home during the calendar months of winter. 

Luther Earison pased this way this neon and Remained 
for dinner. Ee had been spending the week, end with 
his sister, Era. Gordon Randolph, an Kateland Plantation 
down at Colfax. He.said the Hands were there last, 
evening for dards. i'hey think airs. White cannot 
possibly survive many days, —a thought which has been 
oomlnant in thejainds of everyone for months. 

Celeste ( brought mo some tea fxem San Praneisee’s China Town. 
I am ^studying .about" brewing myself a cup later tonight 
after the mail has been attended to and the reading 
machine 1# in order fox lolling me to sleep. I mention 
this because only today did it ever aoowx to mo that 
I migh make -use of a leaf from the lemon tree, growing 
hard by the front gallery here-at Yuoea. i felued a 

lflio?ek?$i$ r Ho«£ faFaMtfanrS* fiftofl*** i?i|i»l8if ia 
of bay. 1 ,att wondering what the^result may Te like and 

assume it will not b.e vry satisfactory since nobody ever 

seems to use .lemon leaf instead, of a lemon sliea to 

step up. the flavor ng of anything!, I shall attach a leaf 

to this memo, so you may crush it between your finger* - 0 

to detexmin if any lemon flavor remains after 

four or five days, following its removal from the stem- 

on which it grows.. 

jtixi AiaxoliiAw »-i$ htiiJtnis saorid ghuini asov . 

Te hand in the morning post came the box of cookies 

which jjalney in the loll has been promsiing fbr somp n-n 
time. They hie very nice but have a subtle flavoring which 
I oannof determine either as to its precise nature ex 
the intention of the sender* it is exocadi-ngly faint,but 
• seoms to be a cross between pepermint and. menthol, if you 
can imbglpe.'and I’m wndering if the flavoring ie aeutally 
in the coOkies thtough intent, for. if It merely^ seaped u -jr,v 
into the paetery from some bit of wrapping paper 
surrounding t e gift. Mentholated cake or cookies 
has a ring of the more novel things 1 have stumbled over 
in the culinary Arts, but knowing ^aisey Id the Hell.as Me 
oo, i reckon we shouldn't be ;u*pr lE# * at aiy such unexpected 
twist. . j ** o; t i 

Dome to think of it, lemon leaves in 3 gy tea end:mentholated 
cookies rcnlly ought to do something wonderful log.me as a. 
combination, and I'd better gat ay mail attended to before 
1 attack that combination....... 


:\& 1 
iLOll 3 
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\ 0 . . u ■:? v .a-- rr.uri -leiJ 1 ^ 

d Tuesday, February *rd, 19W. 

lio bsiaonA I bn , T ' w r 8 V 

ronoi sixnmob .nottneX* ronrer©*)- , ■ 

8 ; i i o o x iiJni a-o..d * •- 1 

0 inag 3 rtc.ro au *aiiftl.id , uei.xetmco saw 

noidaroiseT erid 11 evidoetle t l *} .,-U 

Ytouedo© odd odd ceorirtrf LLn tod tx.c *ni\ 

w- -un, og ii J rid HolderoJjer lo A row end tot es^ 

Memorandum i 

Ihe weather continues tee fair and tee warm fox this 
time of the year.- 1: The banana plants which 1 had moved yesterday 
from the front of the gallery to the curves approaehing 
the pet, decided the move must have ben a sign efJ**iJ*ox 

a\it one ef*fhese nig?* 4 

bdt until that time? tl_ _ . ... 

it were smmmet#- 1 ^ ;;_ v 

srL.il rondo -o i vlrift 

But one word employed in the above paragraph reminds 
me that I perhaps bailed te mention I has a 
apparently have loat an eld-ope. vie **av was Wiping 
about as busy as a bee last Tuesday but **•»**•**** V 
Celeste's big Yellow Persian to "gOuVisittn'" epcaome i... 
euU! V.«pi» il daje XaUi tha XaU«u,Pa»,i»i}-U'“»« 
ittt, but 2tS arn* natal has put *•# 
for the di8appe r >tnee and remains cemjpl«tel| *iajaa from 
the loa&l picture. I shall continue to held the thought 
that she may‘return, but the time element seeme to , 0 n 
suggest I shall net see hex again. XJIUL-lfii Oil* ii Wild 

‘ od 

As for tha new me box of the family, it is a 

. * - - _l_—u. M>. ..la. a .Anal 


stouta a. though 

• l£f' .VT ila" i ’f 

,.d 'Led laws J od odd 


11 


Ofi* fiv 


iiPmHi - ‘ hHHE . on a o I i u; 

IVXvW hw*5bTTj os.*' 

■ 3 -'As for the new me box of the family, it is a 
big short haired deg, abokt the eeler of a eamel s haiV ; 
eoSl, nnd is said ts bs a Oatahula do _ 

thatis. I guess he ie a little larger than ,a Jaliee deg. 

Li X 0 * 1 tj i ' - M w 

Mia recommendation stems from the faet that he Ib 
on hogs, and sins# we have lieen troubled toe meh by invaaiona 

by tha latter, th« nab 1 

a domicile at fiuoea might afford, him easy aeeaas te 
invading swine, no matter from which direction. Remembering 
good eld Homer and hi* tale’s of t^e mis-adventures of the 
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k letter from Mrs. Stilling gave me the names el 
several people who have maoh te say as to whether she will 
‘remaih as permanent’ Ourntor at Oakley, and 1 knocked oil 
a fleok ol letters to each, -Governor Kennon, Gommissioner 
Wells and so on. 1 made them rather casual, so lar as 
the Gurator business was eonoerned, thinking as propaganda 
lor a desired end, it might be as effective il the restoration 
job and the ourator were all lamped inte the same category with 
ample prise lor the work ol restoration that is going lorward 
at the Audubon Memorial, 

1 experienced saoh a earleas sensation the ether day when on 
the margin el the Mississippi 31-fez that'i may hate mentioned 
It te . pt.Um. «•*. Jut I .Pair... tte.xlH R . 

r.ps.ting mys.ll th. atiang. l..lln« remain, so .l»Wly In 

is m 

the Hat, we sat lor some time in the ear, the whole lint 
being gently swayed by the current el the Mississippi while 
the boat awaited the arrifal ol other lares. Alter 
perhaps hall an hear, as 1 glanced straight ahead, jnst altar 
a tag had passed at right angles to ms, I was almost 
staxtlfd d see what-appeared to be the whtlmvdagt bank 

8i tfi! *1 M*i..t i*VfM 

darah - St. i'raneisfille and is ensmmbezed with masses I willows an 
mndarbruih. You sad readily imagine what a emriems sensation 
was prodwdwd by this fast land mass mating rapidly ttataid one. 

What hdd happened, ol course.,was the fact that without 
. >J th.‘’.girting fitly, nr goat had 


fly 

,'D 5*:>1 
I&Ol 03 
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. , Wednesday, February 4th, 1983. 
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Memorandum} 

The summer weather continues 
is more summejr. 
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usual warning toot 

slid off the tfestuank wit .out lanlare,’ and because ol 
tho mild mndultions we ha’d lelt during the time we wore 
moered to tho bank, e had not noticed the awella from the 
ritar as -we bad glide! .aeross tt* so that we actually f 

“^-ra while ’still under the illusion 
3MM had bean tied up oil the 
experience a nightmare wherein 
jmin g Ut^ ly ihii 8 great land massaa more .aa^to engull me, 

I shall know where to traee that twist ol the imagination, 

II* you chanced be heat Fibber and Mol ley tonight, you probably 
wore as impressed as 1 wont they announced that Tonight's 
boradoast warn iM honor ol tho H.£. A. convention, "new 
being held In San /rgbeisso". II J. If. chanced to-be listening, 

£££&& transoi ib.d 

program oan be and whili in this instant, it didn't matter, 

in other situations it might maks a dillerenss. But 

I must up and lssk alter Jack who is howling lor food,* i 

reokon, or perhaps a passing hog has excited him, and thenoe to bod.,,. 


t.lUi'I 


A hall doson letters came, in the day's post but none ol 
them, I think o'f any interest, and the secretaries all got lost, 
which therefore makes scant difference. , 

raw i olaqlrdaA 

It seemed to mo* that yesteray warn one my my busier days 
and yet 1 found mysell sufficiently awake when my desk was 
olea.red’to indulge in a bit ff reading. - - • 

i ' id .oiaam . a* ooelq bio a .id drrevr.soTo 

Fortun tely, i don t seam to have arything si any 
particular interest at the moment, and so 1 can 
nod a little in between pages and progably miss bat little 
ol interest. At the moment theie is a thing ealled 
by aAaude van doxtlandt vn.es, who seems te be a Manhattan 
gal who 8imply had to take herself miles into the 
interior ol Guatemala to spend a oouple ol years studying 
the felk ways ol the Indians, I think the book,is 



im to te. mis 8 *uakes seems "to have 
run into a lugged environment which perhape didn't surprise 
hex since by some chance phrase, one gathers she had a . 
been tangled up with Savage Indians before heading 3outh 
for the Guatamala scene. Perhaps my chief interest in the 
book lie8 in the 1?et that i am curious to find out what 
kind ol a person should bo like to experience an impulse to 
spend a couple ol years in such a eituation, >:nd X suppose 
there art as many yfcettr who ponder and puszle ae to ; 
how it is i oan like guph a plhee as this bend* of ti\e; rivar 

J J. # 0 ! 0C[ if XBTT 00 ■ J * e e . 

^en Worelay.nailed me this erenim to ask the name 
of the people. Who bought, Alton Villa two or three months ago. 
I hadn 1 


s 


’t heard the plats'; had been* sold. I shall ifaouire 

bAS&ii vj etl 1 e:i 3 i I./C roll os qs ^ 

b ^ ... i r.. i-fr : .vtrtiidiio o aaori a 
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Thursday, Pebruary 6th, 1966, 


from Mrs. Stirling, *jon said ha had a fine piano, — 
a Paris make of tha 1840's, having no metal parts, whioh 
has a marvelous tone and which, since the Worslays already 
have a eouplt of such ante helium hits of furniture, sanreely 
have need of another. It seems the piano belonged, 
oddly enough, to Julie Prudhomme, sister of the diarist, and 
had been in the Jean Baptiste Prudhomme home where 
the Worsleys lived for a while, facing the river in 
Batchitoohes, for about 9& years. Who the Purdhommes sold 
the house a long time hack, the moved the piano 
into the attic wit a view to bringing it forth 
some more convenient time, and a ow none of the 
descendants want a piano and so ^on bought i&. It 
seems remarkable how so much furniture survives 
from generation to generation and how often, as in 
the present case, descendants! who have ample room to h’ouee 
such pieces, are quite Indifferent to their 
intrinsic beauty or sentimental appeal, I 
believe -^on said he expects to sell it for a hundred and 
fifty dollars which, in this day of inflated prices, seem modest 
anough, I expeot if.one, not uoy caring to 
proservent the old pieee as a musical instrument, 
could hve it converted into a lovely desk,’the cost - 
of whioh would probably be less than one would pay for 
an ordinary modern-eat desk, 

. . - * - 

On Monday I moved some banana plants and found 
it necessary to cut seme of the stalks down to within a eouple 
of feet from the ground, I suppose the stalks were about § inohe 
in diameter, and the plant looked dormant eneugh, but 
what .with Monday night being warm, the aenter of the 
stalks began growing, and 12 hours had stuck up an ivory 
center stalk about 3 inohe8 in height and the sire of 
the average site.water pipe, There were evidences of the other 
bananas putting forth gbnfry but i ’was astonished at the 

driving force manifested by this growth of the central 
s em in the span of a single night. 

. ' 

>J gjjol 1 mo ± do i J di 3 sL Mood 

“3 • • • r A n ranK" 3 ^081' i -» 1 -1 

1 am glad to report that while I still have a couple 
of Important fixeepts to do for the Batbhitoohee 
Times artiole, 1 at last can see how. the thing is. 

.going to pan out and so hit at a certain point. The 
40 odd pages tht will complete the thing will probably 
bo pruned to about half that number,, which will suit me and 
’the reader, too, I suppose. 1 understand there is already 

an absence of space for half the stuff already rigged up 
for the issue, and the Melrose stuff cm certainly stand 

a heap of cutting. But now i must get at the business 
md give you a breat er. 
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S3.nidr.ct; xoo.J*c<v l .1 
*. { (• u: Hi' ;,rx rv.old lla* add 

IHlameos di _n, noonxedj nl 
Fldoii>r tl doorvoo saw toi ^ 

.^rtircxom oxolf-d sxe'TCi-^ 

May I tell you that the anniversary number ef the Ohatleston 
Courier arrived todey and that I have had a grand time 
turning through it, finding myself dolighted with 
all the things it seems te held and slightly en the 
impatient side te get te exploring some ef the printed 
materiel. There is s chance I may have fret sash an 
epportunity sn Saturday and in tha maan tima I am 
difesting the pictures and larger hsadlinas as an apetisar, 

...h Itn.. 

I pioked up a bit of'information today at tljo stora whioh 
was quite unexpected, A man, having somathlng to do about 
insuraneo oovoting the truek in such the people were riding 
last week» —one te his deem, was waiting to set J. n. Whom 
I entarod the stora, he spake to me hy name, saying he was 
from Alexandria and that he had boon glancing oyer a beak at 
the library there this morning, thinking ’of me as he did s# and 
finding himself surprised that It wasn’t dedicated to me, sine# 
it wan compiled as s diraet xssult of the good work I had done 
in Alexandria a yaar ex two ago whan B haranguad the crowd, 
regarding thaix haixleoms and especially their family portraits. 
He said his wife had attandad a moating of tha B, A. H,*s on 
that occasion, and as-nearly all tho members ef the Ooleniel 

iames attended that westing, they were impressed to my _ 
message and in thaix next moating thay Had decided te gather 

together all the portraits of tho founds*s of Bapldes Parish 
and by adding approplxmta texts, make a permanent record ift 
book form. Me woe uudcr the impression I had tree advised 
of tho plan'at the time and it was his understanding that the 
Colonial j»ame8 had intended dedicating the book to me, 

rid TC:ii : odois Tto _ j 

* I thought that vary niea of thorn, oven though 1 was never 
advised ef theft plans and the dedication somehow get lost jj 
in the making, The important this is that at least ona segment ^ 
ef the early history of Bapides has thus baan scoured and perhaps 
this initial affort will inspira other soeiaties to go and do ^ 
1U.*1... . ; .J U 

af tha beak, and will rafax 
sitting. 


I shall find oht the name 

rent i 


to it again in some shsequenl 
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Xh« waather continues warm, with a fiarly brisk wind from 
tha Gulf blowing all day. Olsuds started gathering 1 te 
in the afternoon and it seems reasonable t , assmme the 
Weather Barean was correct in predicting "widely soatted 
showers" before morning. 

Before folding up my beard last night, I fait the inspiration 
to sort out a heap of papers and to throw out a lot of no 
account stuff. In the latter category, I must hare inadvertently 
induced some trash which represented' some of the 
manuscript for the Batch!toehes Times, for I fihd part 
of it missing tonight, although I have searched thoroughly 
through the stuff,that survived the "clean-up". But 1 
shallhave little difficulty in doing the pages over again, 
sines I am under the impression 1 can probably do better on 
the second sitting than-on the first, hut I must confess I 
should never have bothered te have tried any improvement by 
wilfully destroying the initial stuff, had I had my good 
sense about me. 

* I 

. . i fro ft ^ s' "t 0 - 

But there'8 no great loss without some snail gain, in 
proif whereof I set forthw the fadt that in straightening 
my papers, l discovered a letter, written last weak, during 
the social hurly-burly, whiqh somehow didn't get nailed. 

Iti'Was to Bock Hall and obtained' what seemed to me e 

important instructions' regarding the f inal finer points covering 

the execution of the African House. I hope *eek Hall 

has not gone ahead with the job without awaiting the Instructions, 

for there s no great rush about this particular design anyway 

and one or two points covered in my letter seem important to me. 

1 . . iH ^ iu V J j i 

I am wondering what your opin IOpinion) is regarding 
the phstogents virtues of the original design virsus the finished 
plate, so far as newspaper reproduction ts ooncsrned. Ths*- 
design ef Gtandpsrs, as photographed from the sketch, strikes me 
as being unusually clear, and I am wondering if lit the chse ef 
the somewhat busy dfsign for the Twwn ef Batch! to ohms, we would 
do better fro cohcehtrate on the sketch rather than the plate. 

I don t suppose.it areally patters much either way, and it is a hit 
premature ; to gir$ the matter much t ought anyway. But eventually 
it seemed to me a good idea to have the Batohitoohew Times 
carry a Out of the platp and a brief artiade concorniog the 
new items appearing in the Cane Hiver series. I should think early 
in Bay or late in Septembermight he the iueal time. The i’own i ' 
plate would enjoy graduation and summer trade, the African House, 
rel ased^-in thfrputumn,. the Christmas business, '{on p yu thin so..., 


Friday, lebruary Bth, 19M. 
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Memorandum: 

* 

c * A nice half inch of rain last night and the pears lovlier 
than ever* 'i deepening green is manifesting itself in 
the live oaks and unless, a sold spell, ettbes before leng, 
the 1 wn mowers will have to s$art turning. v;ru 

. ' tcods X ; to is id 10 Ui 

Your friend, fleth Williams Cloutier, came to see me 
this morning and remained until noon* She wanted to 
shew me the family ooat-of-amrs.and geneologisal table on 
which she is looting. Like so many people to whom 
geneology should be a harmless pasttime, {with one t probsbly( 
she is demonstating wh t was probably .always latent, —that she 
J '° is a snob, for the life of ma,. 1 can’t imagine what there is 
to be especially proud of in some qf the .immediate branches 
of her own tree, hut it seems that the more she dwells 
on the fact that she had a flock of Grandpas, the mors 
snoblsh she gets. She seems to feel she can "til all" to me, 
supposing that L m an outsider would naturally jnellxle in her 
direction. X found this especially f nny when she got to 
preening her feathers, and pointing out how superior her 
Williams familyi is to. Use’s family. That, sursly, would bo 
a matter of opinion and most of the opinion would inolino 
in Pr.-e Inioi. 

»<w ,1* ; * f . 

' I may have^mentionod the Cloutiers have recently paid 
throe hundred fifteen thousand dollare for the plantation 
up the road that once belonged to Aunt Benjamin and latsx 
to the Sam i'oblns. Thro hundred thousand dollars sounds 
like lots of money and I hope her husband has'better business 
sense than Beth has family. 

0 x11 iI - x III 'aliiIIOY- ft X : 
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j-.vhnd I had a tslsphone from MIbb Sally's eon. Mat jBertsog, 
this afternoon, asking me if I had any little history of 
, , aagnolla. iaa Jie was planning to Writs a little ona. ^ I 
told him L did not but that 1 Would he glad to pass along 
whr.t particulars dt had such as the orignal grantees, the 
Board«, and howit passed to the Leecmptos and thence to the 
‘ Hertsegs, hut he broke in to say that I was mistaken about 
the Boards.; fez aossrding te his Abstract, dated from 1S3§, 
the, pi- os was. confirmed to the Lecomptes, and therS fore they 
must have been the first owners. And of course hs is just 
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as araok-pst in making such an assumption as he ean 
possibly. bs. I coal have told him that his grandfather 
tried to oeat Mrs. Alphonse Prudhomme, born Leoompte 
out of her Buard share of Magnolia, and kept her 
waiting until after the Oivil *iar when the Courts made 
the old man oowgh mp the Buard share, bat nobody likes 
to hear their grandpa oalled a scoundrel, i suppose, and 
sinee Mat had r led me eat en my first step, I thought 
I might as well let the whole thing drop, I suppose ’ 

Mat may be writing up the Magnolia story for the Hatchtioches 
Time8 anniversary number, and if so, that is one 
bit of history 1 should like t read, 

. ,r * « 

Betty Regard Courage's husband, Keith, dropped by for 
a minute this afternoon, en rou'e from uallf- s to Hew Iberia 
and mentioned one thing thatintersbed me much although it 
was of no importance. Perstong or whatever that youth'e name 
was r in Hew Iberia, whose papa g<>ve me a thousand dollars or 
e just before the son took off for Paris wherer he went to 
spend i»eoember, well, the same youth returned home and 
reported a marvelous trip. It seems he was in the war and 
had something to do as liason officer for some General 
at the time of the invasion and sometimes the liason officer 
' softened things for the inhabitants by his translations, and 

the people in some little town near Paris, subseouently learning 
of the youth’s serviees, were vastly pleased when they 
learned he was, going to be in Pranoe in-holiday time. From 
some J-lttle town , they sent rep re sen tail was to invite him 
to come to see them and when the car arrive, the place 
was nil dark, but at a given signal, the whole places was 




flooded with lights, a little girl prseated a bouquet and 
the Mayer made a speech, ~*and Keith asked him what he did 
Preston said* * 

* A J • J 4 . 4 


and 
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"Well, naturally, I cried,* 

But it seems there was a gala evening in the little 
town ana the youth had a grand time, and so his leave-taking 
for Hewlheria was almost as remarkable and touching as had 
been his leave-taking for Paris a month earlier, j I mention 
a 1 this because I feel you will feel as I .do that » 
there is something heartening about such marvelous 
doings in a world that toe often has sadder tales «to relate. 
- ofl W i cJ ni e^oid eh ,8g< • 

rii-v no " 1 L TO8t 1011 ttp sleevsa andvgofc to work, 

• I shall be hopihg your week end is a nice quiet one. 
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ne substantial frost, mpt eo fa», so good and-- 
1 anti the. day |s the sunshine tfcereof, te mirquete 
«• 

dark a lady appeared on my gallery, 
i-llard, l think’I hadh t seen he? 
aght a bottle of sdme ktnd of , fl JfcJ i v 
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Along about first 
it was itma iouperyac aillard 
since uotohex, dhe brought 
dry 
no 



country at a great rate,-not only within the confines ef 
her own prevlnoe of Leuisinna but as far afield as Massaonaserrs, 
for e' ample, I think sh« i* a good persost for the feh so 
far, at least, as her genuine appreciation of *rt is concerned, 
and therefore probably makes a much mere impressive' contribution 
to pepplar develops of art in public schools and clubs 
and societies she addresses than would a .political appointed 
like auey P. ling’s sister, —olive iongoospsr, - who dontinues 
to dominate the art department of oorthwestern atatw uolldge. 

irma a paiantly has never learhed tlia advantage of r > 
writing rotters bpt perhaps her far flung personal contact^ : 
are sufficient to obviate the ne’ed of the human ^touoh 
that corses through 1 ebrreepondened. Still, she seems te 
like dropping in to see me npp ^nd $h*n to dfti«M<. 
certain aspects of her sales campaign in pitting ofMf l J ni 

Art in publid. titii probate institutions and itpia 
aluaye a plebburs to chat with her so such cnddects. tn-ii • 

•; »Wnem Hi i « 

i know net how long she remained, but^it was soneiderably 
after secotio dark tbpt she’made a move toward departing, and' 

.^oul siew eaod i .bn. -•aw J«iW*dH 
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as she wanted to make a littleeall aoross the fenae, i thought 
it wall 8ha head eut. everyone there was in various stages 
of beard-folding, hat as irma ie an old fxiand, a pajama 
natty didn’t mattat, 1 simply handad hat in and 
dapatad, i know not how'long ehe lingered. i realiaa, 
so fat ae her visits to me ara c noerned, that probably a 
latga part of tha imp.Isa stams from tha fast that it was 
a xuoea sha spent hat honeymoon and X hat n’t 

a doubt that it ie thie consideration that £a the ptimaxy faster 
in impelling hat to return again and again, 

i think x have mention tha law firm of 
watson and Williams, —the williams being M. A,, and 
tha watsan being -Cousin Arthur-, —a grandchild of 
aid uaa uenry by his second marriage, wall, cousin 
Arthur, now in his SO's, was a palie victim whan 
a child and alth ugh his crippled lege give him support 
or at least provide a, eettain balance whan he is an his 
crutches, he cannot walk, save with the wppott of his 
exutchas and he cannot get in or out of ears or up and down 
steps by himself. 

At*supper tonight, j. a, said th t an Saturday night 
oousin Arthur and a number of people were at the nap. 
club down in tha woods of the nonette’s tarry region and, 
that the man who’WaS carrying couslnAXtftur up tha father 
steep flight of steps, slipped and dropped his burden, and 
that tha fall broke on* of w 0 u?in Arthur:silegs, it seams 
ood, somehow, that a lag that is seant account to begin with 
should hafa t remain in a oast for the next couple o t months, 
but tleusin Arthur, a man ef mast enervating personality, 
w II be able to bark out orders from his home and - 
I atm quite sure his business will in no way suffer from his 
abseone at his office. Cddly enough, I have never met 
Cousin Arthur, I believe, although ha has twice that I 
know of been to Me^rese when I was here., toe. I think* hie 

of children or so and is said to make scads of money, al- 
rought, according to some reports, mere sedate olients of 
his law concern prefer doing their business with S. 1. 

03 . - , ■ ' ..i. 

On Saturday, I had an opportunity to sand the Melrose manuscript 
in to the rimes, and although I was Shame-faOdd <bout its 
apuearanee, I sent it along regardless, with a note to 
Charles saying.bd could tear out as many i&srpts as he pleased. 

If you will mention is you have in mind using this issus 
of thetiX'imes fox soaapboek or etherwlss, I shall send you as many 
more than one-issue as you plsass when it appears, Mins has 
been a pleasant week tnd. I hops you were squally luoky. 




.il 


Monday, February 9th, 1961. 


. 

•3osl3oa bn - sera 

jitldJ f biserf 


fioomodin sirid 
i<T rtl fH)0w 
,oI yja llo sifid 




. ■ v. -u 


b L r J0 

Memorandum! ^ - 

OE: I 3s reiaeicf ! ^ idtjALA 

How niee te find your Wednesday letter in today's 

nnat ~ * «• 

pos . 

It goes without saying that I am genulnaly sorry te 
learnef the ordeal through whieh you have had to go, I 
so much hope the week-end examinations provided information 
for proper and immediate correctives. »e often you 
have heard me remark before that my partioulat 
sympath in certain eases has gene as maoh to the* nurse as 
the natient. * 


as 


the patient. 

those that axe mere strenuous physically. I am hoping 
you will net attempt correspondents until things get baek 
to seine thig suggesting normalcy. 

My awn program turned.out sufficiently hurly-burly with 
nothing ef any particular interest te add any seat for 
the people I had to bdthar with, although everyone was pleasant 
enough, v i x" — . 3 ^ : ’ £A# - 4 

. L i j j dmiJ oe.x . 

this morning Mrs. Hunter Pierson-whoss husband is-a 
nephew ef Mies Sally, earns mp from Alexandria unannounced. 

She is the wife of a young attorney and they incline teward 
the intellectual persuasion of Alexandria sooeity. With her 
she brought a youth from Manhattan, who seege to be a writer of 
books but I don t recall his name and I don t remember 
anything about Aim except that he seemed x^thar good looking, 
well grooted and slightly on the pfotnMus si<*e, but yarheja 
the latter, quality was indusad by same defense mechanism, against 
what I Wouldn't image, Mrs. Hunter explained thn* she had 
brought tha gentleman ta seams and asked me net te tell 
• Maganelia that they had been te Melreae as they w«te net 

stopping thers. They seamed very interested in thejpextraits, 
but msrely as p'e traits and net as historical heirlooms, 

I never did figue out precisely why they came but perhaps 
theyi heed the excuse ef calling on ms to get into the big 
rod for a bit* of* «• frelic. 

Mrs. Charles Wood had asksd last week if she might oome demn 


let 

ion 

3 9 -2 
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Tuesday, February 10th, 1953, 


this afternoon at I had a couple of people 

working in the gardens and I had negleoted to 

take off my long beard, thinking I would get a breater at Is30 

when i got the men back at their labora, l’he lady arrived 

at one o'clock, however, and while an hour in advance jis 

sometimes better than an he* z behind, still on occasion one 

isn t much better than the other, 1 think the lady : 

wanted me to give her some ideas on seme speech she In . 

preparing but I was so bored, 1 fear 1 wasn t of muoh 

help. She went into some detail telling me^about 

the asoeats of an pld plantation in South Carolina oallad Hampton-on 
~ and 1 didn t even bother te„mention that I had 

dntuiiaq ciid 


Jcmotandum, \ 

Tonight I ought to get caught up on my reading, for 
there's an inoessant electrical display going on outside, 
accompanied by an insignificant dxiasle. fibber and Molly 
will sound like Chinese fireoarckers and so I 
ean turn to my reading machine which isn't effected by 
static. It is true, of course, that i haven't anything 
much to read, but perhaps I can catoh a glimpse of Constanti¬ 
nople around the year 500, —a time and place pretty vague in 
my mind, and see what Theodosia and Justinian are up to, 
for there seems to be a volume to hand on that subject. 

; T • ' 

before tr.e rains oame during the afternoon,' 1 had been 
r .ble t& knock off a bit of gardening which ought to keep me 
on the jump, wh^t with everything getting out of hand in the 
vegetation department. The butterfly lilies are up 2 or 
3 inches and the poppies look like young oceans of lettuce, — 
their pile green so strikingly in.contrast to the sweat eleer 
surrounoing th.m. 

A slight interruption of an hour intervenes, A. dwaddling 
secretary showed up, followed by the nark "uke, coming 
to. pick up a package of oakies for the littla ones, x, he Hark 
Luke has the same influensa that seems to bo making its rounds 
again in this area. Aurellia and Andy both recovered last weak 
but are flattened out again this week. Madam degard doesn t seem 
to run a temperature but her sniffles nave put her in the bed 
again. Whenever ehe is beim par, 1 incline* to attribute 
hex condition to an over-abundanoe of xaod-xunning, but 
that is probably because i am a sloth, do turns the health wheel, 
and 1 pause to knock %oo& since 1 seem to have been pretty 
luck thus far this season. , 


the Santee. 

ever heard tell of the*plaee. 

It was all ana ef those kind ef days. 

; ... - ‘ ; : ‘ ■ 

Mildred Cunningham telephoned this morning te ask if 

she o mid brig some Washington people down lates in the 
week to see the Bhinese magnolias, and some local docotrs 
hud asked if they might come toe. 

t* xSSf.: 1 !* oi 

James ^swell's latest novel, —"The Bridds and the Beee"i She 
said the review remarked that the/'birds and bees" stopped 
short at the title, —anashe wasn t entirely certain just what 
t))ut meant. She regretted the fait th^t-a person who tan 
write as well as Carnes can should through away his stuff in 
such messy sex pieees, 

. 

J. H. saidhe talked with Joe Henrj last night andtho latter 
said he had recently heard from j?nt who hadbroakfasted the other 
day in London, lunohed in xome and dimed in Athens, so one takes 
it ,he is getting about. Tat had let it be krlawn to this father 
that he intends marrying the Washington or West Virginia girl 
who wae down hate when Tat waff here. I thi^e this suits J. H. 
not at nil He indicates his laok of enthusiasm only by 
saying the*girl leeks so mucji older than Pat.* ' , / f ._ 

• So things unravel at this end of tfra line.^ I shell 
be holding thb thought thata season of hotter rooking lios 
Just ahead in your immediate neighborhood. 
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-eleste ehowed me some pictures In the February OoemopoUtan 
Illustrating an article- on nr. albert sohaeltrer. She regratua 
thnt lack; of time prevented her from rading it to me as 
it is said to be very good. She ashed me if I had ordered more 
than one copy of the anniversary number of the Natchitoches 
limes, hastening to add that she was quite positive that none 
of the henrys would be interested, and mentioning the General 
ad his wife in particular. Personally, I think Joe might enjoy 
seeing the issue, although I suppose Celeste is oulte right 
about the others. I think: friend Postell would probably 

enjoy seeing one and i havonlt a doubt I shall think of others 
before the pieoe appears. * 

. • 

I am under the impression the Joyous Coast will figure 
prominently in the issue and Ora told me on the telephone 
yesterday that Mat Hertzog had. been to R.» B, 's office 1 in 
.•arch of data for his article on Magnolia. * 

““ « 

A ! Vcr meutione d how the first Cane KiVer nertzog 
made the social grade, he was J. kVa., according to the 

family as being a resident of Aloase but according to his 
marriage ban a commonioant of some larieh at Bordeaux, k-rauce 
ne was said by the Madam to have been a pedlar and according to 
the hrudhomraes, the Antoine hrudhommes frowned on 1 said 

of rt tne f igh r0a9 wh9n hQ mQuQ eyes at their daughter, 
hut the young lay and her suitor circumvented her parents 
by arranging to have *>. it.u, enter her room at night and jumn 
into her bed, with both of them screaming and making a 

i,hQ parwats ™ehed in in consternation, and 
finding things as they were, insisted that j.tf.H. marry the 

rhI 1 hn WhiC ? W0Et0d °^ t ^ st a8 tha young douple had planned, 
ihe home place was above Madam Aubin-hookque•s on the West bank 
of the river where hill -ones now lives. All this might 
make entertaining readig in the Katcitoohes paper if g 
properly prsented, but something tells me the. would be a 
wave of deaths in the artzog monag. if this segment of their 
story as early arrivals on Cane fiiier. ever got into print 

« At ® a ? 8 * on of toe-original uertzog-lrudhomme who became 

Mat s grandpa, and surely such information ought to brighten up 
f eaain «. but that, I suppose, might be olaesed # as a 
matter of opinion i*o won er the rustling of a breeze through 
some branches of the family tre. sets all the lesser leaves fgog... 


Wednesday, February 11th, 1953. 

00 : ;0 m2 {I ai'lj lo -"5 ns 1 liplfitW ^ff 

. 

of o..;ioi oo si v' u io el-.oa no sgnii nohi;, to.: IX 

-- . 

. v 3 01 0 5 C . v ' t v 

acmoranoom: 

• She enclosures are the thing, and although they 
are of no particular interest, the one from Carolyn 
quite aside from the family end stock problems enumerated, 
indicate in part just how it is the magazine articles 
ilever get to the boiling .stage. , • 

I haven't -a doubt it was lo ds of fun-doing the 
synchronisation business, but -such linesr of 
endeavor, coupled with the fractious cows and the « 
striken pater leaves scant time or anorgy, I expect, for 
other lines of ende f avox. 

_ irtecioo- oiid ni osj *■- i. ox. -.. AOdti d .d j oc ^ cx 

•Uth cattle prices dropping and the fees of vetinakians 
or is it veteranarian8 hogging right along, plus a scarcity 
of feed as a consequence of last year's drought, the 
catt«le business, as oper *ted by the little fellow, presenae 
a squeeze that is going to rob a lot of people like 
little Miss Carolyn not only of their cattle but their lt .. 
ranches as well, if she were wise, li thin*! she would .01 
drop her farm r-nd stock operations like, a hot potato., 
rent her farm., except for the residence and wood. acreage, 
and at least have her prOpgtiy if not any profit when she 
got through the year. But appamtly the. operational end 
represents-some need nd so she will have to plod along, 
learning-the hard way, - and, l regret to say,; posing 111. 

it all seems so clear to me, —and.yet I could be 
so completely wrong,.- but at the same time, a feel the whole 
thing is none of my business and sheuld offer some advice ,;a£n 
only when called upon, -.and by then th. adviee will Met 
be neidwdgh some old, old f. iend qf^r.lyn's, - like Helen, 
might attempt to persuade Carolyn to pull 014 k from under (■ 
the load the ranch imposes, but Helen, although definitely 
on the mend., is carrying enough onihwr own shoulders. Xi 
Besides, it is quit./possible that.Carolyn is one of those 1 
nobfe soul 8 who will always provide herself with impediment, 
that will be impossible to manage, and perhaps the 
tape recording business of last week is but a miniature 
pattern concerning secondary matters, such as the final --0 ■ 
finishing .0 the texts for the articles and the developement 
of the illustrations,: — shunted aside momentarily, to 
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undertake something which isn't of primary importanoe 
to her gen ral scheme of things to begin with. Perhaps 
rll her undertakings on a scale of years conforms to 

f& 1 !o'J 0 &.i e i&§ t .8SidT e ?iiX?S' Ull 4 !* B ».-I§S8.d ao.n 

with a money-loosing ranch as some other project which 
in the nature of her own make up would jockey itself into 
something equally unsuccessful from a monetary standpoint. 

And while speaking of people in Texas, I want to 
pass along a bit of news which Carolyn spoke of in 
confidence to me when hero. Although Helen doesn't knew it, 
it is supposod by fiends, including. I believe, seme 
of her physicians, that Helen's accident may hare 
been caused by knock-out drops, administered to her 
1 suppose, while in Austin, and taking effect on hez as 
she hurried back to Waco. It seems there were two people, 
s mebody named Joe and another named .Lill, whom nobody 
in Waco knew but somehow were mixed up in the aooident, — 
perhaps they were driving just behind Helen's oar when 
it turned over. Be that as it may, these uncertain 

no more ealLs on Helen, either at the hospital while 
there or after she returned to her home, to visit her 
there. They complied with the advice, and of course therebye 
seemed £o give credence to the suspicions that they 
were,not above meriting suspicion. I don’t recall any 
of the details, except that everything iA Helen's purse, 
picked up at the place of the accident, Was intact, - keys, 
pen, peneils, compacts and the Lord knows what all. -.except 
her bill folder. Oircumstanoes prevented Carolyn from 
goin into the matter further.at the time she began telling 
me of this peculiar story, and perhaps fro* her or Luoile I 
may later learn additional particulars. At best, it is 
dreadful to t ink that anyone so kind as Helen should have 
hqr life nearly. snuffd out by the inhuman chicanery'of such an 

outrageous couple. , . . . 

Last night's drizzle continued throughout today 
and whil* it will be much cooler tonight, there's-no chanae of a 
frost and higher thermometers are promised for the morrow. 

rn-n 

One more thing about Carolyn's letter that held a 
humor she little suspeo ed when she penned it. near the 
beginning, as i recall, she thanks me for pleasant 
times at Melrose, uakley and points between. My secretrary, in 
line with lo,cal pronunciation read it -"plots in between". 
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Thursday, February 12th, 196*. 
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©nj lie t UBS. 

Hqw nice to find your Saturday letter and the larger envelope 
containing the printed material in today’s post. 

I sincerely appreciate your kindness in keeping me advised 
of the situation and it goes without saying that I'am folding 
the thought your’ewn vitality isn't being sapped to the . 
point of complete enervation by all the additional 
demands on your strength. Eerhaps there will be an interim 
of quiet on tOedomestic hearth and although this letter will 

IS°Ss|^ ie tgS h ii??i? n i?v« n 5J i. 

give you an opportunity to get caught up e^ doing nothing 
for a brief spell. It is unnecessary for me to point.out 
that I shall completely, understand any silence that may ensue, 
and i pray that you will make the most of the pease obtaining 
at the moment and that you will not undertake ary pen pushing 
until such a time as things get b ok tb a more normal routine. 

* * ^ t > -* • ;j( £ J < Vi*. 0 ' -j 0 $ 3 x 

This morning I had an extra-half hour which gave me a 

chanoe to read some of the material in the Manhattan 

anniversary number and 1 found some of the data most 
delightfully presented. I am keeping the issue here on my 
desk on the chance that I may gt another break on the morrow 
when I shall proceed further in the publications. It. - 
is so kind of you to t ke the trouble to supply all this 
material, and doubly kind at a time when so many demands 

have kept everything in such a hurly-burly, 

• • - - r i ' - . . . i 1X’ 

Today's mail wae fairly heavy, and one of the enclosures 
suggest how my afternoon panned- out. rhe other spaks for 
itself. I must write Madam Lake a letter tonight, and 
aother to Mrs. Campbell. 

•' - . ■ • \ X . - - 

As today was. cloudless, it seemed a perfect time for 
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movie mating and so the Kysers, in response to a telephone 
from me, xounoed up a technician or two and a couple 
of nice young ladies and a flock, of piputres in color were 
taken, starting with Lestan greeting the young ladies 
at the front gate, proceeding to the big house, doing 
a round of nr. Miller's cabin where the magnolias were 
especial ly pretty, then some shots of the ^frioan house, 
and finally a few shots of Yucca, The plan for the 
movie is to take pictures progressively as the season 
advances, the Chinese magnolias to be followed by the 
poppies and day lilies in April, the grandifloras in May, 
the crepe myrtles and oannas in May and Jane, and so 
on throughout the season ihe same characters will 
appear in the successive shots so that when the film 
is completed, the panorma will not be disturbed by 
different characters appearing in each ohane floral 
set r ing. j 

Only this morning did I learn that, while I was 
knocking out mail last night between 9:30 and 10:00, 
the drizzle continuing through the night, j. d. had 
made his way through the gardens as far as the big pot where 
he ^oured in a flock of gold fish he had brought me from 
Alexandria. That is so typical of J, a, __noV seeming 
to. mind the.ourney through the pitch bla4k7”rain soaked gardens 
to get the newcomers in their permanent pool, I 
noticed them thife morning, a whole school of them, 
sipping breaths of air from the surface of the pot, when 
passed the avant cour at dawn „ __ 

jHW- • V 

\ 

There were letters today from Governor kennon's secretary, 
saying that my letter regarding Oakley and Mrs. Stirling 
was being oalled to the attention fo the Governor on his 
return from Washington, and another letter from the 
Park Commissioner, Mrs. ./ells, recalled his visit to Melrose 
with pleasure anu promised to get up this way to see me .again 
soon. x?e also agreedwith me that tne dark Go mission was 
most fortunate to havef such a fine curator at O' kley as Mrs. 
Stirling, i shall o: course pass tx.ese along to Mrs. 

Stirlig i n a letter later tonight. 

a. . ©d s i 1 •- • • 

Celeste gave me the enclosed clipping and I was glad to 
learn that iXthel holoman had been honored, as indicated in the 
paper. 1 must prop her a line £ congratulation, even though 
relations in that quarter seem a little strained, ifranfcly 
I think she deserves the award. But here we are at the end 
of the page, and just gett ng started. Again my thanks for 
your thoughtfulness in today's post, i shall continue holding 
the thought. 
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#alau«[q »rew ui^3 an • Jriddyi“Je 

aaoidfliissfXXl ait Jiw aolJoerrrfoo off elolfxa'e 
exend a deij 8a Hat d'abXeoo od “ ~ 

,»tf ©XuSdls «iid 


JJiX. 


ti t i ,toa xu eo qs 
od eidfid ioop ecf dluov 


ifo- 963, :>d 

aeoinedln slid 
^cra 9 d od -gi log 

Peso erf 11 eir. od eidsd 'soop ed via o. J1 11 j» 3 n d oodnc.v 
xevi i i&s ku Mai fat a la o.id ij. idle - .noldwid ul II e"-'l 
oJ*fffWTOtfow id.ah* eu Jioifie d Oft kn rf 1*1 A 
as!if ii i enj eo ■ .<i .ioirfm^woa gn• ■» 

Another cloudless <|ay wit* the thermometer in the $0's, 
making physical exercise pleasureable and .giving one 
a sense of reserves of energy after the smde and hoe have 
*ir been turned baik te their resting places. r 

Xld ix tm t woni don bto on J rtf sin* a oc. XT fixes 1 11 

i * Mrs. doembs telephoned today to give’me a Report 
concerning a casein which i had been interested, it ' 

‘ 1, thd'four; chrildr'i«.>£t' 


-lac 


had to do wit ,a -family -etf ^thd»°four qui U 

small., * while baek t>e bread-winner of te family felf 
something irritating in his nose, !* JfcVri'ah doctor whom j 

da fiat: Irnaw t.f.r+■ aA tv., .n . «4 —i i 


and 


, axe 


the diff ifluitv mw m featwt ° 47 jjjf another coot or 

---— .ne difiioulty wee 

laa reality a eanoer, and during the past month, the t ing had 
made such progress that no operation is possihle and it 
is just a question of a few months before the brain 
will be effected and the head of the family dead. It's 
C 111 v S pitiful caee.' it we Mrs. Coombs unpleasant assignment 
to aeoualnt the family"wiS the news, andi am sure she was 
equal to the task, although it must have been painful. 


Ai Ii‘> 


1 J0 


10 V 


. „ Gome to thihk Of it. the physical profits: confronting 
her, -*she goes to aew Orleans.^edneeday, Is pxqhably, about 
the same tr uhle as was mentioned in your Saturday letter, 
i suppose such aociddnts happen fre uently enough hut it does 
seem odd we should both he acquaint d witn a patient, both 
beipg afflicted at the earn# time, she has endu?ed here 
since last spring, x believe, hut the neSd for daily 
medical attention has convinced her that something else 
ought t to be done although she isn't eure that an operation 
?c£* the answer,;-, s-- ■ . -oX i vl ,s • rJ^ v ~ 

,’^ab XpJnn r end xevofl baa 

Charles *unningham telephoned me this morning. Me 
wanted to tahnfc me far the *u»tiole ^sent him a fen days ago 
and said it wee preeisely te hie taste and that he was 
puble ing it witrseut changing • letter. X told him A thought 
him quitewrongr in as much ae i was quite* sextain if the spelling 
and some of the curious e-onetcuwtioh weren't altered a bit, nebdy 
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would male* any sens* eut of it. He eaid thoy wore planning 
to*lay-out tha articlo In oonnaotion wit the illustrations 
this afternoon and ho said ho oouldn't tell as yet if there was 
going to ho any extra spnee or not. hut if there should he, he 
wanted t ash if it would ho acceptable to me if ho used 
a plate illustration, .^either tho plantation or tho river. X 
told him i had no objection, no said he would he able to 
decide only aftep seeing how much space tho layout ro uired, 
nd then only could ho ho sure if there would ho room for 
one more out. 

Jjt+s 2 kAXUtf* to s Of r 03 Of : Jt« ' r ' : ; ■' 

rhe other day i had ordered sane copies, as the thing 
is on a subscription basis but he did not know that until 
i told hiri. so, after he had ashed me how many aopies x would 
like, as he intended presenting me with extra ones in 
apprecfatlon for the cooperation, And so, in the event you 
ear# for more than two aopies. please he assured you will 
he robbing nohod^. It seems to ms two oopies used to he 
adequate for a sera bee*k, hut en second thought I seem to 
reoall the Madam sometimes used three er four. 1 suppose that 
perhaps depended en how mu*ch the articles jumped about 
from page to page. For' the oonvenienoe of the scrapbook makers, 
I am hoping this issue may concentrate the aztiole 
on a single page. 

a slight interruption at this point, don Worsiey having 
telephoned t ask me about a big ehd plantation house, 
said to he off in the hills West of Monette’s Jerry, on 
one of the old trace roads to Texas in'ante helium times. 

1 know nothing about the place and s ppose I would have heard 
of it ten years hack had it existed, hut I have agents in 
•the one-time -«obert MoAlpin neighborhood and I shall shake 
the grapevine a hit and see if anything rattles out. 

. ii i.i (| „ * . y» •» v >• - -* 

It was only last n\ght, after turning on my rndion, that 
I realized Lincoln’s birthday was drawing to a close. I suppose 
Federal offices must have been closed but there was no evidenoe 
of a hoiday in this neighborhood ad public shooels, among other 
institutions, functioned along quite as though the Amanoipator 
had never had a natal day, 

ff fji m, a • luaiartu’" 

T think the enclosures, —herewith or under separate cover, 
of no especial interest, hut 1 send th ra regardless. And 
so comes another week to a close. It has been a difficult one 
for little Miss Lee*. I hope jut ahead there may be something 
ever so much more restful,.,.,,. o 
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My thoughts have turned so frequently in the > direction 

of little Mis8 Aee over this week end, hoping, hoping. 

' 

ihe Friday r-ins continued through Saturday and 1 st 
i night must h ve been inordinately quiet at the local 

honkey-tonfcs, what withe the take home pay slight this week end 
because nobody had worked too much and because the uending 
rain must have made the family fireside seem doubly inviting. 

- , 

hut this morning’s daun was oloudlsss and instinctively 
I braced myself against road runners whe, like the plantation 
folks, had prob biy done less gadding about because of the dampness 

' ■ • ' • ■ ■ T ' : ; '' ' ' : ’’ o 

X managed a feu people in the morning with a eouple of 
spaces in between to entoh my breath and knock off a few Sunday 
letters, wtst as we sat a own to dinner at IE across the fence, 
more pilgrims came, —friends of Hobinas who ought to have had 
better sense to appear at such an hour, and'from then on 
X had no breathing spell until first dark. 


Lr. aand with -illen Xiockett and a couple of grown ups were 
here for a little while around 1 o'clock. They had been attending 
the Camellia Show in Shrovepozt and were heading toward 
Alexandria, —the Show having reached its high point yesterday. 

He said Sister had been among those present but had not appeared 
to advantage as she bias as drunk as a Lord, 

Later in our conversation 1 learned, that Mrs. White isn't 
expected to last hut a very short time longer, although 
they have long wondered she could make it this long. 

Somebody by the name of Miller, living in fuokahoe, Bow York, 
had been direoted by Sister to visit this plnoe. The man is 
with the ' i uarant«e Trust''♦ompany and I’ll bet his associates 
have the vaguest notion he is down this way taking color pictures 
of magnolias. I was quite busy with other people so talked very 
• little with him. He did mention how difficult it was in the 
last years of James W, Gerard's life to do any business with him, 

J , v J . '• *« v. ‘ ' r f |*i & 1 P » n ; • ^ ^ ■ *Wh* 
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for whenever the banks were attempting needed re-orgagenization 
plane for this or that oohoern in whioh Gerard held stock, he and 
his lawyers, —at his direction, would do everything possible 
to hamper and short oirouit anything that didn^t seem 4 follow 
the business pattern of a generation earlier. 

The Ooombs family dropped in to get some fig tree sprouts I 
had promised them, Mrs, «oombs leaves for the-hospital during 
the middle of the week. 


Monday, February 16th|f. 1963, 


*Br. and Mrs. ^guerilla also oassed this way, bent on taking 
• ♦color films; J and so'the afternoon rooted along. It was 
not precisely a quiet afternoon but everyone who oame was civiliied 
and it is always pleasant Just so long as the lunatics aren't 
cluttering up the place, > • - 

■ 

last night over the Mutual System out of dhioago, I heard 
as well presented a play as I oan remember, —ihe Glass 
Menagerie, With only four characters participating, one oould 
follow the ohc^rnoter A portrayal easily The parts seemed 
pretty well balanced, so far as lines wire given, although I 
was reminded of Ihe Merchant of Venoie and the way the charaoter 
of Shyloolc emerged as the most important one only after generations 
had elapsed Mlowing its original presentation and I am under 
the impression i|, TJie Glass Menagerie is produced generations henoe, 
it will bd' the mother*8 role that will pome forward as the 
most important, although in last night's presentation the 
four parts seemed pretty evenly parceled out, 

J. saw u-vVOlfc to elqooti <* oC£. : 3 vaOOo. l li- aOl ■ *' ; 


i 1 
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outrageous mother of my old friend Glam, and bloody Sam has been 
whisked off to town to have -a bii of crocheting done on a head 
which should prove sufficiently soft to mate it easy for the 
needle to penetrate, ’ , 

tl , . Jro.is v;ilv a difrf cl - • 50 / 

6 e puns out the week ena and a new one begins, Aurellia came 
to see me the other uay and I recommended that she visit her former 
employer, She did and I.leainea from both sides that ever body 
*>fs happy about the reeoncilliation, which is purely personal 
ad has nothing to do £bout rasumptlon of employment in that 
quarter, L But it is nioe to know that separation has been Joined again 
and I hope it may eventuate in some future advantage for both. 

My thoughts oontinue to flow in the direction of little 
Miss Lee and I shall continue tc hold the t ought that 
things are rooking along to her satisfaction. 


■ 

I 81/05 


Memorandum: 

‘ ' . . 

A lovely pale yellow iris of the German variety unfolds its 
elegant blossom on Arenbourg The .leather Man talks about 
a cold front advancing South*aoross the Great Balains, I hold 
the thought that fleur de lys triumphs and that the 
eolu front stalls, as it has so often before, off Fort V/ortb way, 

. . ' ■ ■ ■ ' . .7 . . • ; J 1 

, * * 

In the mean time, the day was cloudless but not dustless, 
for a dust bowl in Texas was stirring mightily to filter 
tne direct sunshine ana reminding one of those saffron skies that 
dominated the Manhattan skies somewhere back in the mid 1930’s. 

9 • ; O ; •> v , > .It 

Hock *rll sent the final sketch of the, Afxlean House, equesting 
my approval, it looks alright to me and,I shall ask them 
to put it in production forth with, i think I think it may roll a 
little but that will be'determined only after it is released, 

.1 am not satisfied with the sketch I made of the town of 
Natohitoohes thing and X have misgivings as to its success before 
.1 even send it for transfer'from the "blown up" sketch to the 
"blown down" final details. But even if it turns out to be no good, 
it will soil itself as a souvenir item, although naturally I 
regret A haven t* doue better with it, t Ihe two mentioned items represent 
extremes in difference in this rospeot, —the African House is a single 
item whioh myone oan "get his teeth into" at a glance,- __one 
subject ana readily comprehensible, ihe town thing, on the other hand, 
is a hodge-podge of stuffno element of which is too extraordinary and 
the whole thing something of a Jumble and in no way suggesting 
a unity. But perhaps the tourist trade will snap at this example 
of over simplification, i n spite of Aiy pre-production bias. There's 
no question fcbout getting rid of the initial batch, and if re-order 
isn t neoessary, it may merely be classed as an important but 
not a vital segment in the Cane Kiver series, . : J 

Mrs. /foods came down from town today by appointment, bringing 
with her the new Episcopal minister and his wife, - the Wilsons, 
who have been stationed in Hurant, Ukkahomn, --where ever that may 
be. l had been warned by another member of their congregation 
not to have- any wine bottle in evidence, as **rs. Wilson hasd expressed 

- • i cj ieve al v4,i - 1 • . ... joa v. m i J on - 

«e*"' x A ... . I C . ^ i : ^7 S d 
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herself vigorously against anyone who would partake of 
he juice of the grape, And oso, naturally, I brought out 
a bottle of port, and the Wilsons loved it. 

.Frances Henry returnd from xlexiao yesterday and was at 
Jeleste's this afternoon but 1 did not p ss that way, being 
engaged in a degree of gardening, following the withdrawal of 
the .vilson, for this is a a 11 season when I get more gardeners 
than I need, as opposed to none between April and November when 
there is ample excuse for a flock.of them. If I were to 
confess to anyone what my method of gardening really is, 1 would 
say it is’ diviaed into two parts, - first, gadening by 
sheer anticiption, and seoond, gardening by j5ower lawn mower. JJach 
item has its value, so far as it goes, but it aoes^t go very far 
although one does what one can. ’ 

f * - 4 - _ . .... i •. i j 

i J 1 .■ X • ‘ 1 - . -A- a * i 

It would seem poor taste to complain about Christmas presences, 
but I must say the attached sheet readily demonstrates the reason 
•why I don't think much of the thing as stationary. I had 
envisioned something about as distinct as a water mark, and 
note what I got. i'hen, too, wihile it was not a bad idea to 
use the general layout of the dane Mver design for such a purpose, 
the illusion of my name on the t ing seems wholly out of order. 

But I can employ it for correspondence wih old friends, usig 
the reverse smx side of the sheet, aud they perhaps wont mind. 

i’he flock of pictures sent for Jharles ■'unningha to select from 
for the anniversary numbar, were returned today, i know not which 
ones h6 selooted, if any, but however that may be, l assume 
whatever illustrations have been decided upon have already been 
engraved. t rerhapB i mentioned the issue will embrace about 
50 page8 and. that the thing is being printed in sections and held agaist 
finally assembling when the last batch has been run through the 
press. As this work progresses, the type is knocked down, following 
the printing of one seotion, re-set for the succeeding one and so on, 
which is just another way of saying that the thing cannot be re- 
i-sued fro the original plates, sinoe all save the last set will have 
been knocked down for eaoh of the successive sections ae prepared 
for publication. 

Someone s>id the stationary stores in town and at the college are 
having a sell_out of sarapboofc, what with so many people planning to 
convert this issue .into such a repository for preservation, as it is 
felt by mny that it will be a valuable reference item. 

, 1 dent recall writing such a dull letter in ever so long. 

Her 8 hope-i may not sag fur the i by the morrow. Still t nte 
tne- evening communion, regardless of the subject matter....;. 


jfat Tuesday, February 17th, 1953. 

r OUU • A'i J H a-3U->OX^ X , a ♦ ; , 
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now nice to find your Lincoln's o ay letter in today's post. 

d • 0 sguos ton . is - 3 -* i idiGCe I 1 LUBCI ftljxO 

There were e few other letters, none of them having been opened, 
resting in my, armoir* i did get a chance to skim through one, 
however, but it was on the wings of the lamest duck of my 
secretariat, and so i am really waiting until thb morrow to 
thoroughly en|oy it. i 

.... 

But by dint of spelling out a number of words, t. o ught a 
little glimpse of your immedi te program and 1 call you noble 
for having under the pressure of existing circumstances, for 
having taken time out to afford me so much pleasure. * 

__JJ.; . 0- ~ or ■ ‘ •• L> ‘ • ' . ‘ ; .. 

The vigil is well styled. 1 still count it add that 
we each should know a different inuividual in the samO situation. 
Hire, coombsdedined the proffered offers of members of her family 
and of frignds to accompany hex, to <*»ew Orleans for her round at 
the uschne’x clinie and so news concerning her adventures will 
be telephoned to her. husband who will pass them about to he* 
frinds. As i understand it, the tapping of the spinal fluid 
has domething to do with injeoting some liquid which permeates 
the whole region served by the column so that x ray pictures 
may readily reveal precisely where a seepage indicates the seat of 
the difficulty to be. In hearing particulars about the one ease, 
l shall feel better Instructed to oomprehend the situation 
obtaining in the other. 

and may a thank you for giving me-particular regarding 
Ben Ames williams and xhe nouse divided, i, of course,'had 
heard no knew concerning•said author and i appreciate your 


heard no kneu concerning•said author and i appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in giving.me the particulars. 

v ,,, A ii ■ ‘ \ ., . ... . 

four account of .the weather obtaining on the ^manoipater' 8 natal 
day sounded most unlike what is obtaining in these parts, fox 
again the day was elod&less and although ooel, the tezmometex 

I . ■ ■ - r V1-* l ' r , 

r t XOVl/. CO.-, xol 33 0 - ■ '%;,/■ M* 
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tonight will not fall below 36, it is said, There is a pretty 
young moon arid as i strolled home from across the fence about 
8:30, the -iilke andfline lilies gleamed with wonderful lustre in 
the half light shed by the svelt new oreecent. 

▲ vast racket, sounding like a millien harpies thirsting 
for more blood at the foot of the guillotine rent the air around 
noon today. At was five trucks of young folks from the at. 

Mathew s school *ut on a Mardi uraa frolie. xhey were all making 
strange noises that were neither screams nor songs but just 
plain results of exuberanoe, i guess. They along with a couple 
of treks filled with aembe’re of the sehopl band, stopped 
r at the Juncture of the ualrose-aermuda roads and senenaded 
the oaiiBranity. oddly enough, it was only through conversation 
with friends of color later in the day thfit a learned the 
identity of one of the most energetic members of the band, — 
a clarinet player wh# turned out to be none other than one 
of the secretaries, being Helen, daughter of Fugabou. I 
never knew before that Helen had ever seen a musical instrumnet. 

It seems, however, that the looal school has a flock of instuments 
which remfcln in the school but which are used by students being 
taught to play them. I think this is a wonderfuliaea and I 
Intend doing something that will enable some of the better sturdents 
to secure instruments of their own, for while they might not 
practice much outside of school, one this is certain, they 
will get mighty little practice if the only time they ever get to 
touch an instrument is during the hour in school during whioh they 
receive instruction. , 

. l ■ ' Vil - • • .fi 

I begrudged time I had to give pilgrims today, what with 
tons of things to do and two or three people to help me in the gardening 
department, hut pilgrims from baton *x>ueMinden, Shrevport, 

Colorado and heaven knows where all oasoaded upon me. 

. . , _ r j h- 

A few days back I had received an Invitation to a wild 
game supper at the Lambre plantation on the Joyeus Coast, for 
tonight. The lambre place, by the way, occupies all or a part of 
the lestan Prudhomme plantation. J. d, and Celeste were invited 
and accepted, but naturally I declined. In the first place I 
don t care much abodt going out anyway and if I never 
eat-any wild game I shall be Just as happ y# 

And so after supper I sat for a while with U dam Begard who is up 
and about. Some'lawyer for the xied diver association, working 
on getting a few millions out of Congress for Bed Biver improvements 
a man who was only 4 hours late for an appointment with J. d. 

b0lD * thS fatt " for “ '>••»'>« th. 
message r om little Miss lee,... 


r f M 


Wednesday, February 18th, 1963. 
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mow nice to find another letter in today's post, following 
yesterday'8 surprise. 

•it is so kind of you to keep me abreast of the looal 
.situation, i need not repfeat that I hope you will not 
undertake correspondence until things have react* a more 
normal status, knowing, as you do, that A will charge off 
the silenoe against grabbing a dab of relaxation which comes 
so infrequently your wry these* latter months. 

or U‘ J lO -to 

She mention of ward Morehouse brought back many a half 
forg tten yesterday. Perhaps I have mentioned before that 
for years he courted Irene rurcelle, David Melasco's last 
star, — "fencing Partner** was the name'of the play, as I 
recall. Irene and a had witnessed the marriage oerea.eny 
of two mutual friends, and Irene, then living in 67th street, 
betwebh 6th and 7th, as 1 recall, or perhaps 6th and 6th, 
gave quite a few parties for our friends. At that time 

to make some pictures, i lost touch with her. somehow 
I got the impression Merr Morehouse had died years ago but 
obviously a was wrong. 1 suppose a confused f review of his 
book with someone else's obituary. 

:>< n- : ; • 

The weather today was cloudless but w ( e had little or 
no sun, odd as that day seem, -there wasn t any breese much, 
but a heap of the Texas dust bowl remains suspended in the air 
in sufficient quantity to keep the sun hidden. Date this 
afternoon it began driszling and the promise is for rain. 

I was gird i succeeded in getting some petunias planted, — 
youthful plants, before the rain started. 

Charles Caningham telephoned me today to thapk me for 
the flock of photographs a had sent for him to select from for 
the anniversary number. He says the entire.edition has been 

m w o UJCk f 'J .fi . U J 9 l ■* * ‘ * - r. A V rf 
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Thursday, February 19th, 1953, 


subscribe’d for and what with requests arriving daily for 
2§ to SO copies from Various quarters, near and far, it loots 
as though there were to he a vast disappointment on the part of 
many people, 

i am so glad you mentioned that you could use three 
copies and I shall he glad to start them on their Journey just 
as soo . as they come to hand, which will probably be about 
March 13th, It will be intersting to read the article on 
Magnolia, 

' * ' . y r T 

I was as busy as a bee this afternoon when who in the 
world should blow in but la Uaybry, or whatever he.r name is. She is 
as tiresome and as bind as ever and threatens to p’ass this way again 
on the morrow to say Goodbye before heading home forShreveport. 

She was full of particlars about Boston where 'she had spent 
considerable time last autumn, fortunately other people oame 
to see me and so I wasn't bored too long by her unintersting 
chatter. I did learn from her that some bag in Shreveport said 
that she was goin wit Sister to Cloutierville on friday and 
t -ey were going to be at Melrose on Saturday, That is 
tiresome news alright, but I'm glad t know it ahead of £ime, 

so kina of you to give me your opinion regarding 
,which subject lends itself better for photographing, -• 
the, sketch rather than the plate, I have sent the suetoh 
to che ma ufacturer‘but can't think why I did so, for there is 
no rush about turning out the African house thing. Perhaps 
I shall ask for its return a littl'"later. The only 
pl r te I should .really like to start rolling is theiudubon one, 
for it should be advantageous to have it at Oakley as soon as 
possible, I imagine Oakley will get quite a lot of the 
Matohez pilgrimage trade in March, but the thing will never be 
ready by then. But all through the summer uakley will 
have s me pilgrims, and then, of course, there is next March, 

, • > ■ 

I have seen J, H. e infrequently of late, I haven't had an 
opportunity to discuss his notion as to current political 
trends. I did ask him the other day what his opinion 
was^ concerning the Bnson stand on farm prices and he said he 
thought Benson was altogether right in letting farm prices 
go it alone without price supports, —if that, inuoed, is what 
Benson said. My own opportunity to digesting the Beueon 
position has been so scant that I know nothing about which 
eide I am on but I always like to get J. fl.'s views as re¬ 
presenting an interesting cross section. The only thing I 
agreed with him on during the Truman regime was his surprising 
d ® c l arn ti°n that he hated to admit Truman could be right on any¬ 
thing but he had to admit nevertheless that he agreed with him 
about tide oil lands. 


, - 

« 

. 
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a nice slw dtizsle came slanting down all last night 
and all day and is cpntinuing now at <9 o'clock. The 
forecast is for sottexad showers on the morrow. 

. 

Thie' darapnese and cloud coverage was just perfect for the 
petunia plants set out yesterday and they should have a good 
start by the time the sinnj.a-s are planned late in March, 
i should imagine these items ought to provide pleasant splashes 


dominate the color «.irangemeut, rne poppies ate advaiiCing nicely 
and will have to be th.nned out shortly. The mild winter seems 
to have encouraged every poppy seed to do its best, and as 
0 millions we«« planted, millions are crowding each other and will 
be cutting down eacljoother's growth^ if three quarters of them 
aren't weeded out shortly, 'i it's a ouxioue thing about 
poppies, they simply ean‘t J be tra splmted and s* tfce sturdy 
.- f ones that arb removed frdm their stury neighbors ean only be 
;! thrown away, which always seems a great waste, . i 

. , i. ; b 1 1 X 

In 8pit% of ;the moisture, quite a few pilgrims passed 
thi,s way, ^ne of them had reoently been to Magnolia and Miss 
Bally had spoken of the article about he»<oplantation that; 
is to appaar in The Times. said that her son. Mat, had 

III fir’VoSi' 110 dl800 ’ ,r,,i 

" , : 

OI ss ol °" 

a. particular rea.on osnVa to giva you an opportunity to kesjp 
abreast of the ebk and flow df cbrresp rfdanca. 


r 1 rial 


if i can readily set hand to sama, i, shall enolose 
an air mail; fr^m The Bluff Blantf tion, Tha reference te 
a -European |aunt is interesting and very kind, i must say, 
but 1 need not hapten to add that J. shall declina the ^ 

' " eou ill *ri’ tw o If : r, . c 
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far between so far as la otorm herself is concerned, although 
that last one which was typed, if i remember correctly, wasn't 
so far back, perhaps* *he one thing about the friendhsip 
which developed through correspondence that seems truly remarkable 
is the fact that the niece seems as pleasantly inclined toward 
theassociation as the elder lady, 1 think everyone must 

1)818 Ml Bf.DMtWMaftihffli 

with other, members of the same group* But it would appear 
this association is proving an exception to prove the rule that 
such thirds are possible. One thing is certain, the friendship 
will never be put under the strain of a European Jaunt and 
what with the distances between the Cooper and the Uane being 
fprever maintained, perhaps this is one of those affairs 
that will last endlessly* 

on several occasions in the past, people who were want to 
correspond with the Madam gradually realised that as she 
gradually gave up pen pushing and i attended to eome of that 
business for her* the people to whom <i wrote slowly begante 
accustom themselves to the substitute* And f nelly it 

mteh.08!! 8 n p f8tn*l?S.Hhi« t fS?,E 0 8j?§M e 8f£S r i,!5aiJ 1,nt 

developed, Perhaps it will be this way in the oterm matter. 

1 am hoping so, for it always seemed to me quite logical that 
mutui friendships should beget individual friendships 

in an earlier letter to kay, i, mentioned the possibility 
that sometime when the season is right for taking air pictures 
for an artiole on the uane Jtiver country, it might turn out 
that the time could be so oe-ordlinntod as te enable her te 
crdnk ujJ her sky wagen and give uarelyn an opportunity te 
tako some .aortal shots, especially in tho neighborhood where 
at it8 point of inoeption, Uane Aiver is separated from Ked diver 
by a mare slivert of land, —a man-made levy. But this is 
m rely a whimsey, of course, for knowing uarolyn as we de, we may 
be quite sure we ean never count on her in any matter concerning 
aything resembling a time table, 

I am writing zpok hall tonight, asking that the final sketch f 
the African aouse be. returned as soon as the- plates go into 
production. , kerbapc the town of aatchtiochee sketch will be ready 
at the eame time so we ean have a go at both at the same time, 
we s..all need b*t a single glossy print of each but they may 
be worth while for spring and rail p ublicity* to things turn, 
and how niee it would be if conversation with Miss boo never had 
te pause. 



oioiod jibs 


; Friday, jfebru- ry 20th, 1953. 

| erro daufc saroraao ilorfj nr tacts oi ‘05 rr^Iorrc 

m*ot oi r.o.'ff:- tqsn.ir-i ere* ect>u\ c inorl.rti a?n i-il 
or.; v.edJ isrii 08 ( eos!q erii • 0 inorl erf drooo oooitjhru add 
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. 1 oi Jtt i T 

reberday 1 s rain continued today, but we are 
promised clearing skies and cooler weather tonight. I oan 
well believe it, what with fresh breezes blowing from the 
north and an occasional twinklp of stars through rifts in the 
cloud 8. 

Altogether we have had a oouple of inches of rain, I suppose 
bht it fell so gently much of it must have soaked into theeath.* 

Twicb X had to dip wafer out of the sugar oauldron to 
discourage the gold fish from trickling over into the giant's 

I. i M t a «5S?d t ig5 lt g 8il. ll8h *•«*<* 

today) *SfiaHi 1 18)oi|h r ?f)8 1 !tcfinl? 1 BH'flftS iiS m Jfg e Uoombs 

verdict was that an operation would produce but-problematic corrections 

ana that tlie injured nerves can best be soothed by complete rest 

and inactivity, plus p determination to withstand tho probable 

pains that will he present^from time to time henceforth from here 

on out. as she is a very active person, it is obvious she will 

never slow down unless, indeed, tpe injured nerves eventually 

force her todo so..It's reraartble how much time hypochondriacs have 

to nurse their Imagined ills and how little opportunity 

other people have to give thought to giving chemselves 

required attention.I am glad that two of her three children 

have achieved maturiety apa that the other,'' aged 12 or 13, is 

on his way 'to giving hi self "muSt" attention, in case anything 

should happen that would orpple the lady. 

- to m ee f the other night when ati Uoomhs telephoned 

me, following mrs. Uoomb's departure Tor Jew Orleans, “e said 

the house but now that he was alone, he was turning the 
kitohen into a real carpenter's shop. When not at college, he is 
said to devote all his time to gardening, for which he has a 
baby tractor of some kind that has a million jgagets on it for 
ploughing, cultivating, mowing grass and heaven knows what all, 

I believe they have two or thfee acres around their new home in 
ifi> st Natchitoches, and everyone says it is very pretty, but 
I have never seen it. , 

Attldz d XJ>..:3 x ,o ~ i. 


, T 5a i: i 
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iioalo 
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I thought it so kind of Budolph to sand & ® et 

the pictures he mad* while here. Oddly enough, both he and 
Carolyn got to snapping thoir cameras |ust one J 8 *"} Tm 

the°banana plants in front of Yucca were transplanted to form 
th* Orinoco oourt in front of the place, so that thoy ar* 
still to ho soon in their pictures as being slap in front of the 
gallery which they no longer are* 

no froS \SSS* 

hecasue some tonnadd or other up the line haa knotted ao 
tTees and generally upset things* She sa^s she is heaaing 
hack, to uatchitoohes in aoouple of wests to piofc up some- 
companion who will drive with her to St. ijrancisville, for 
they both want to se* Qaltley. I guess I had better write 
Stirling to say that those ar* no speci al friends of mine, for they 
are tiresome bags and I suppose they will,pass themselves off 
as old playthings of min* and while I don t mind that 
mis-information, I don't want Mrs. Stirling to go to any trouble 
on my acoou t in receiving them, 

Copies of Life continue coming through on schedule although 
th* renewal card has not appeared as yet, but I suppose it 
may be expected to do so with any issue now. I wa s especially 
entranced with this week.'8 coy, especially the section 
having to ao with the Bibles. *he mermaid, oudly enough; 
was exactly whatl wanted to see,'for I had been talking lv i 

with somebody or other a while back, about the'triple tailed 
raermaiae of the 5th century and after all the conversation, 

I found myself wanting to see how any old mermaid looted, 
it had been so long since I had seen one. tild then, by chanoo, 
just as I opened the 'magazine, there stood the lady, big as 
life and twice ns natural, and I was altogether entranced. 

I am going to round up'some pass ng pilgrim ana get the first 
one who knows his alphabet to read me the article, for 
know it is coins: to be as informative as the pictures are 
delightful*^ Again n}y blessings on you for making this pleasure mine. 

« 

As for Talking hook reading, I seem to be doing mighty 
little these days, i am sti'll dipping into Jheodora ana the 
Bmperor by Harold Lamb and usually falling asleep before 

whole business of the 6th oentury, sandwiched in between the 
Grandeur that was Horae and the Middle *ges iseems i 01 b ° h 
and uot enough of individualism in itself bo make it ^ery 
fascinating. I suppo e this will be a busy week ena for little 
Miss Lee* I shall be thinking so often of her. 


1 xl e-‘ ■' ." - 

r r o xc w ©T9.iv nwx fi ^ so 


II 0 fXOL 


.oo; 

Sunday, February 22nd, 1958* 

33 bosses :■ rei^i a 

o Hem B si aotnoV irttfoi- dadd bouii 

0 IX. - # , 


9-jOlIO'v 


zl 


Memorandum; 

At 10:HO this morning, my telephone rang* Shreveport 
was calling* It was Madam Mabry, calling me to say invitation 
te .Learning would be on th* air in 10 minntbe, 1 thought 
it kind.ef her, as i had mentioned missing the pregrm and 
'unable to find it* as I hung up the receiver* 1* 
glanced askance at the letter 1 had |ust typed te Mrs* Stirling 
in which l had explained to her that it la Uaybry should pass her 
way in the .next two weeks and explain she waii a friend of mine, 

I hoped Mrs. Stirling would go to no trouble, since. in a 
manner oi speaking while Mrs. *aybry was a friend of mine, 

I did not consider myself weh of a friend of -la maybry's* But 
I let the letter stand, fox 1 think it unfair to let mts*. 

Stirling go to any trouble fox la uaybxy on the assumption 
she was doing anything fox me. 

1 planned something ^can on Saturday and got paid back fox 
it in quite an unexpected'fashion* it was a chill day, and 
1 cut eff all he’a't in the living room, expecting the Wenk,s 


-.-XS.. .j '■'! IX-'OdI II ' 

>:(0d i ‘ iboi O.L.. 1 Cl 


•^code 


would be blowing in with a floek of friends* —if* indeed, they 
have any such* and thetv C I would make the place as uncomfortable 
as possible* A tap camp at my door and it was hr. and are. 
knipmeyer and children and the in-laws of their een the in- 
0 «laws coming down from bxoelym on theit initial vlfeii* it was 
a cold reception alright but with oongenial people, such matters 
ean be corrected more quickly than with others; 

rhe rtcnks, four strong* blew in with 4* a. at supper* 

They wouldn't sit at'table bub let the children sat* 4* a. 
urged the parents to partake bub they, for whaVrdason £ know not 
would net* icrhaps some' hint of te reason may be found in 
a st: tement made by, Sister on reaching the front gate 
immediately following stepper when holding a biscuit she had 
picked up on leaving; the dining room, explained to a passer-by 
that they would *t let hex eat anything im hs home former home 
*and she had only be ablet to pick up a crust when they'woron t looking* 
shat' impressions an eddied brain ean prodmew wi people whe know her net, 

FiTTe 

. / i shall write uere tonight, asking his opinion en mid West 

small town psychology, for i had an idea whieh might beer might 

1 U * •* 0*1 b- — 1 

..daemon 3 Tvt ,-6 • 
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not be advantageous. 

From a letter recently addressed to some state agency In Iowa. 

I learned that Mount Yemen is a small oity in low* where Cornell 
uollege is s tunted, 

xou will recall that Mary nhitaker and Alice walworth uraham have 
the painting of the deer *s head nder which, in his own hand, is 
written something to this effect: 

vl • ‘ • * • r 

• 

•*This deefs head whs painted by me o,, July 3rd, 1*46 
at Mount xetnon^ the deer having been shotrby mts. Harris. J. j. 
Audubon**. . 

* J ■! OC ■ - 

• My thought was that a repxeauotion of this aeer's head, together 
with the text, might be Just the thing for a plate bearing a 
cartouches readingi r 

, ■ . • V 

«"jfhe auduben Memorial *late ef Mount vernon. leva.* 

• w w 

; ; v "3 • ' x ' - * ' 

dr some such. 

- - - — “Cfidsl'tD guJOL 8 


Monday, jrebruary 23rd, 1963. 

t •' ■ I s'v. A <rori must'- bfoo. 

an *7*103 XX3w Jt .iJ * 

f • 1 O . o r ~ ■ 

oi'&Yis^ oa eviirf ^LLaoi I ~ 

-Ho da I all diivv noioido 

Memorandum: 


v to! aosaor. Jaelleo co 
jirsbifo a;’.o ^ ocfon la 
ill Jiroj ^ i 


Iria 


. Om. 


ru: 


don 


.gtilAOC J 

. v n j 


1 shall east about to find somebody i know who knows somebody 
or other living in Mount vernon, who might toll me about 
the gift shop situation .thers, etc., etc., and a shall expect 
ifort to tell me what, he thinks of the possibility of mid nest 
Oitivens of. ary town, and also what he things graduates and especially 
old gradhatee of mount vernona oernell, in responding with cash 
for a plate of this description. 1 should thitrk it might make an 
ideal thing for a town if the people are Audubon conscious, for 
it is perhaps the only painting Audubon ever did that bears in 
his had the name of the place where he did his painting* appearing 
on the {>ai ting itself. 

All this is a “shot in the dark**, but it does seem to have 
sufficient elements of interest to make pondering on the matter 
xofthifhtiemed an odd coincidence, following my mention ef Aife 
in irriday-s memo that oaturd ys post should hate brought tho 
enclosed card, inx vieu ef obtaining circumstances, A think it 
would be as well to avoid investment in this- matter for a while, 
xou oan always mention, anything special coming out in the magaa ; ne, 
and i oan borrow one from town if so ething special appears, xhen, 
lstcr, when economic, things get brefc into balance, we can make 

°£ th ® #ax4 » following the? lapse. I keep my promise in forwarding 
it hut i pray you te let the matter slide until things on the 

haf.Tt.V> )i.m *-v i -* j - •—<*-«'- -- 

of this point. 


, ■ ’ 


I expoat it's a holiday in your neighborhood, — 
at least 1 suppose business is suspended, but that doesn't 
always guar ntee a holiday to the individual, hut I 
am hoping it provided something of the Bert for you. 

. i f - - ^: U '• - • :..v:, • - 

h Ihe plantation started off bravely enough on a work day 
this mOx&ing, but neisturd stealing up from the Sulf ,-got 

although I.haven't a doubt there was enough oelabrating 
- . unknowingly yeeterday, • * • , 

— 1 xhe morning post’brought mu a leu letters, but oddly 

with them* Miss Kate, Miss flellie, la Storm, etc* and each 
writing a little more ouriouely than the next. 


And then thfc telephone rang, —May Balthasar, saying she 
was stirring up some fine popcorn and ask ng if she mifht 
bring me some on the morrow. 1*11 bet my storetaries 
levp popcorn andit will be nice to sea peer May, although 
she has a perfect genius for arriving precisely at mall 1 time Thag 
inuriably gumm up the-doffSc cups aorops the fence, for May 
doesn't feel that c shwl a/pCrson of'ooioi* should te^'Witfc a 
demi-tasse uhilo white fokd are engaged in the earner business. 


ioii 


so that the amount c of nervous chatter non her part and a 


j-j ► v 11 ‘ -10 ' 0 ;! J -• 

Ora tclophoned me today to ask me about the opening 
paragraph of an axtiole aha is doing for tho special issue 

•i,t moxk dgoofidla € ut<t^ri ** *••“_*** ®'“ 6rf 4 


to 


IX Ji 


o hearth have righted themselvos considerably, i 

-—e wi 1 undestand the wisdom of, my rea^mmendation 

and Purgt you to be guided accordingly for the moment., 


aomesti 

Miss lee 


of the ximes. 

Another interruption, -but. this time from . , 
a helatsd secretary who; surprised me by being able te 
•read the Menofc’s oopnsr letter, which, as you will note from 
*<■: thu enelosurd, was not from la 3te»a. Although' the time 

for her pxepespd visit is not tee good, still I shall be glad 


CA 


to chat with her and^putsa final IS to the Auxopean busiuees. 
I mentioned the monies of the garden to la stetm, and now it 

' -i wu» 

os iWt .lie* *BOMJ“^ t >1 


oh 3sot 

x , tjoum 03 r&dd 


(j 3 ooo il 


eolv sd- 
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weald apeax from Kay*s letter that that may well aerte as 
r8a80 ? fox remaining here. Odd, isn't it 
that neb©dy can wnderstand that I really hare no desire ta 
go flying about like a chicken with its hat off! 


> ; 

i thi“??*i t 2 o;id 8 8 M l ssir B ;rw^ 4y **«“«»»•*. i.«. 

and, that Meant *ernen was on the Missouri jtiTer side S !iJ te 

’vzt "• *•'*' Kit 1 ‘it:™™ 

OedM^SfSidS t ?J t Uount Vernon is If or 20 miles from 

waar xtaplas. Jhis, of course, was all verv . 

a »*y. bat this is the second time, --the other 

See Meines that ene has been told Mount tfemnn < to* 

the* n« aX ? 4pid8 * And ‘ thi,s enlightens me j st^as machos 101108 

®»St*K!i?Mg«agiSsS'“ 

in 177f and others sSying^it wa 1770 “* ?* a th8m 88ying wa s 
it coaid hare boon UttyiirJ III *1 * E P !* M v 

to 0 long b„ot. i e. P po?. n .;j , 1 ;t;*“?75/ o ;T^* f u no * 

Proadoaat .cold 1 »p. ».« «« Jrd”l, li Si 12.S' v 

ly if the speakers haa agreed. 

those present were not of my frame of nrinri PPi^^se I gather 

gentleman fro:. California.^A^ter^the vSSJ iP Ff gaxd to th ® 
oreryone else seems to hlve f^LmJr,^ ** * he ? am P a i*n, nearly 
indifference in the%SlU mind ? ££f pla ° 88 01 

forgotten man to ba*in with hut*T **S e I d8 x* is usually © 

foa staunch AisenhoSor enthusiasts s^eak^ith h I T !i h8flrd qult * a 
* ®f *r. hiaen. sometimes he of all «!!M U ap#logy ox dislike 
mere than'anyone else that *mesa in SJ2J‘ #, ^ 8S S mE to me to Personify 

glibly about oaring Let aat^ aa ®* to talk so 

r.maine , 1.0 Px.adS.nt. « rSfl, \7L'Vl I#otoB .... 


sd im %9&&A rfJiw .esttfdno© 'sqmab fens 3web" & : . 

; ; , r c • j^ctliloo wol 

Ju.8day, ».*««*» 24th. MM. 

uino add dsctfn si noMw ®* 

f} rfOL"5 TO 'U 0 ■- Od CD JO <•> £*.00 Y ■-> *» 

'OX : i CO oj : 0 3 t » 


.r c 


d ©i 


1 o:i: 


,3x 


Oil! 


. 


c 


bo.4 £ CJ 


.7 


i la :© 3 


Yin t 


•j Memoranduraj 

dr.: h :-.,i ito loixx.a u o .1 ere 

How nice to find your letter* of Thursday in today's 
post and how glad I am you could report so mmoh interost¬ 
ing nows. 

. . : oiOi.. - - Jd. 0; od 10- T - .10.71'. 

I think it npt so remarkable that one member of the 

gur»ti.?? d *o! i iti r !ss r ioEi f i*5 , ffiij! ;*" b ‘ r 

.' p. di'.T^nlif SgS!S„, 

from homo, day after d^y may accordingly he shortened con- 
siaerahlj by now. g.-v ^ S 1 " 

- 

And thank8 no end for tolling mo news of others. It is 

v2*f? 0d Jv 8adi »* i*. perhaps, by now a blushing 

Tha l ^tial omanoo, I feared, might be one that 
would impel! her to perpetual maidenhood er the toil, and so 
th9 zaot that another interst ha® emerged 18 splendid new® 

IZLLEVH lif ! was P xol|r ^ly newer tea happy and wh se 

ensuing year8 might hate been doubly drab, were she to oontinae 

along the. path of the past few years. Of course I haten't heard 
fron her since the last letter which was enolosod with s memo, 
and hoaten knows that was .years hack..; 

.(.It '©L' >tI ni o: ro.i i o 

It's nice to hoar agon's name again and that ©f the 
s. ,1 had neter thought of it until you? Remarked uoon the 

en^aftha^^r ^ ffitf¥ a knfi u Lk 9 slm«i{Setfl y 


- »---aauv* auu uiv AV ny iii p n uXH 

as a jpersonality hut otherwise the patterns are temarkahly 
similar. -- , :o xic 

. 11 oc od 3 ido.os 3 • dnonuidani 'id if qi -.-.t 

7 And Iwa8 ; net the only one who was'mado happy h the 
morning post^ fot Celeste was enehanted Aith your lottsr and 
sent beak the toffee until sftof she had had an opportunity 
^ r ® a * 14 through to mo. I must say i agreed with her when 
she said it mas one of tha nieost anyons ©owld hope to 
oome to hand, and twioo latef ii thd day she referred to it, 
so that y om may he assured that she really pas tory appreciates. 

00 Ill IjiO\ ° w .. 

od ..oi d .id co o.i . <n iro'i :•».« e^iuo.o 3dl oc ; 

.arid jai lod aiitiyduoo Iimi3 I T ' ,a 
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The "daws and damps" continue, with heavy mists and 
sprinkles this morning and a law sailing all day, with tha 
tharmometer in the 40 1 8 But all this was to the advantage 
of the more delieate plants set ont reoently and all ef them 
seem to have responded energetically, which is about the only 
thing they could be expected to do under such advantageous 
atom sheria conditions, 

aut the weather didn't stave off pilgrims who, for 
the mo t part, were inclined to be rather on the dumb side but 
withal kindly. A iir. Webb of the Baptist persuasion in 
San Antonio wa? among those passing this way. ue was 
rather good at asking personal questions and his wife rather 
doltish and I rather bored with the whale business. Me 
reminded me #f a like Question by "3, #.» Johnston whan 
ha inuuiri: o. 

. i.J. li - 

"Just what'is your position 4 n tha Melrose system*. 

1 , ' • 

1 told him i hadn't the vaguest notin although A was 
quite sura l was not any part of said system, no seemed puz bled 
by that response and redacted as though he felt I was 
either trying ^o side step or make fun of the question, and I 
didn t bother to qorrect either assumption. 

A x 

• I am sorry that 1 had to hold the clipping about the Aswell 


Wednesday, February 26th, 1966. 


MJ nous rttiv. 3 
Uj 7 I f 
rio:c/di/ ialdqru 
7 > Otld 10 d(fO 
1 i . 7 i 

. 


} 7 I.IVivJffl om/OT 

3 1 dq - iai i" odd 

to duo horereveh 
.'tfr \;-:id 11 fcois 'i 
:-d x/erfd no do 


ahd then everything will 


:13 Oil 


Gann** oo 


such trash as he has been stirring up of late. 

The enclosure 1 am a pending, concerning nartha Bobinson, 
speaks for itself... Perhaps this list of her activities explains why 
we hear from her se infrequently. 

,. . t - ( ... „■ -• . ■,; 0 7. v - ... -i &c in .' j - ( 

There seems to have been quite ft flurry started ever my 
Inquiries as tp musical efforts. In thu St. mathew 
school, mow several of the students who eeuld take up 
horn blowing for lack if a horn, —for it seems* that 
ownership of theinstrument has something to do with 
the thing, are_clamoring for aid in their pursuit ef the 
Muse. Ana so I expect their teacher will be Own to set 
me one of these days, and A shall be taking themtter 
up with somebody or other in the Baton Bouge offlee of 

l 

It ha8 bean such a happy day, thanke to your nice 
letter and its.promise that you may be on the tract to 
normalcy again I shall oentinue holding the bought. 


x 3 . i , :a ,.tl no. ■■ i j * a 

to tfd'e. .‘jc . asri* a Jxtnot 

oad :toe /Id 6ea olaoir;* n*2 lo do:c/dv iallqna ."ji 

3 

rfdod , giii rod no no ,bff« Xeau. u eril s x • J ‘ ' 

memorandum j 

The drizzla continues, with the'premise for more 
ea the morrow. -»ut the weather in mild and everything 
, green la moseying along in the Tight direction, even though 
the pace be slow, what with the thermometer in the 60's. x>ut 
one ,of these days the -sun will appear, 1 ahd then everything will 
lump astonishingly. > 

_ kor lack of anything.else to read, i dipped into a rather 
odd volume last nignt, —"Borne and a villa" by Eleanor Olarka, - 
a houblsday publisation. 

3 to 9 so attn.v ■ • jus*/--- v/j*. noli set 

At started out in a style reminding me a little ef 
Baneel a. raylor‘a "Leonardo § the Florentine", but it soon 
developed a less weighty massage while tbe appearance of 
biological matters'and sex subjects exept into it sufficiently 
te explain the houhleday part'of the business, still, 
some ef the patsgphs in the opening chapter were pleasantly 
. heady in their references to matters anoient and modem were 
ef such quality as to make the reading and re-reading of 
a page quite pleasant, and A suppose this would be doubly se 
for a person having a better-acquaintance with Aomen 

, nokodj, 

ol feel perfectly clear, will ever read the’eqtlrd book, but 
many like me will love-to dip into it for a page or two ones 
in a whlie, ^. i 

. -And 8peaking of differences, I would touch sn another that 
impressed h me but yesterday. I'hcra la tha : case of Andy whe 
never in his life set fqdt inside a ehureh and w]go honestly hasn't 
any-moss idea as to the identity of Uhrlst than «the man in the * 
meen. -out somehow, perhaps by instinct, perhaps by wb&t x don't 
know, Andy never falls to hang his hat on a ehair on the back * 
gallery befora opening the door to the ohapel and going inside to 
freshen .the place up a little. - I have often pondered on this, 
and double so a while back when Aftdy thought A had gone to town 
and didn t know i had ohanged plnns before reaching the bridge 

• 'K$p$iSp?*to t ij I i8Wo!? 1 !loi I ‘tIS?iJg$ly,»uWy, i mu ... 

the form o£ indy's bat hanging an a chair on the baok gallery 
while bfady, inside the tfhapel, was putting the plaoe to rights 
and certainly under the impression that a was miles away. 
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It was with such things In Bind, i suppose, that i 
found myself vaguely surprised yesterday when i>r. Webb ef 
the jrlrst Baptist Ghuroh of San Antonie and Ms son. the 
Reverend //ebb of the Mrst naptist church in a*tchitoches, 
asked if they might visit the Chapel and. on entering, both 
kept on their held gear. ' 

I am sure nobody ever, told Andy, to remove his hat on 
entering a whurch, fV no has never been inside one and is, of course, 
a member of no demenination, unless g indeed, he may be said to 
belong to those who love (led* But, come to think of it, 
if he were a Protestant he would feel it incumbent upon him 
• to shew disdain for anything smashing of uathelicy, even though 
the Gatholie clergy would never set, their seal o approval on 
the uhapel to the Messed Martin* 


eit rri a! di -•> as mi oJ • * 

j*,o nitiir ci:0 008 wo,- a beaiooue oct tea biei: cvfdo.zc? 

Thursday, February 21th, 1911. 

tolrivy univirc orid Ila ob III w onlloiaw oo; ‘- !T9 ' lT 

to va-ff ltd eld ill soHmor; ^Icri • h c 

,v«rf darfd 


siiid dadd eDiiniuas • 


tedacT ' vFiit" Vo a ado re ’oil I a svan II Jwalo J 

w amAUiam i 'irn.rt lari.1 


edn I 


.arc. tod 


'se¬ 




en 


Memorandum: o 

It was j o'oifcbl^ttiis i 
broke through the^hjavy Id, 
sum down, it was 
dritale.Hhe blue 


ie,iTonn low i 
J ,iiii iodd oi^0i 'HJ. 

o ; oldcedj urn 

8 morning be fee the sum finally 

H _ . _ _ i A__ i.1. 1 __' _ i. « <1 



XL 


0 on 3 


. iO-l 


( i iiu -i 


•sr* &« 

lev hho 


My assuption that members" of the clergy of any denomination 


* n 


Oilcn 

H: 
01 

rna’ 


would feel bound to show due respect to the symbols of the 
reglion of any other denomination is apparently as wrong as 
parallel assumptions in matters of race, Because *ir. sank is 
half dewish, he naturally* would he inclined to’treat ether 
racial minorities vrlth human decency, I would suppose* nut 
I was quite wr&ng in that, too, for he treats the negro 
with even*more disdain and with more unkindnese than the hill¬ 
billy who never hah to wines at 3 Jbt mention ef "that Jew". 

I. u;. -rfoirs to • 

The eneiosure from Lady Lake is o no importanee but 
l_.8end it along regardless, as it is always plsasant to hear from 
her, •i . 

in easting about for additional information about Mount 
vernen, Iowa, x learn the name of its newpspor whieh seems 
about as unmanageable as anything l ever rand aeresp 1m that fiald, — 


. tv 
i o 


"The hawk Rye aeoord and Llaon Uhroniele* and MeralA.” 

boiled down to something like "Hawk bye aersld" the thing 
!8*4Jot? rtainl * a haap mort • aail y ramemberad.* —and manageable, 

'^,3 > X* - a T.".* 1 ^ r ' «WOd 


ni 


) .UOOGt 


■ V 3 


LIU 


i am returning the charlotte wiper-s review of nr, ^swell's 
*Br da andhees, which review should d little to seal the book, i shou: 
gueas. wuet out of shear whiraaey, x Btuok jimmy’s name in the list 
Ox literary names associated with 4&elxose for the mniversary numheXm 
i thought it might sail forth a oouple of laughi and curses from 
different quarters, and i care not mhith may come from whom. 

I'm still enjoying your Thursday letter and all the news es 
i hold the thought things are easing off a bit,.,. 


a dim 


3 d Ml 
3 (l itJ 


Lc O: 


news, es 

GII il A' 




ie°heavy fog, 

■■_ E „., a 4 ^ 

while the tender new plants almost sesemed to jimp 

, ^ with pent up vigor J J 0 

j. ; iiooiiedorf i ni . J * 


illiant 


TO I S-V 
8:id 


I 1 thought the opportunity perfect for transplanting 
a lot of stuff and I planted some more dlnnia s^ed, includ¬ 
ing the'white ones frem thu Christmas package, These 
will undoubtedly germinate speedily in the big earthen 
jars which i placed in the little hou?e by the side gate 
where the sun will get ample opportunity to urge them along 
<ncl the glass will protest them from the frosts, if any, 
during the next-four weeks, after which they can 
be transplanted. 

I had almost forgotten about Muck Brown who went away 
,. with eome traveling show fc 1 couple of years back. Tonight 
wfti&e wa were at supper, , an agent of the J. B, 1* put 
in an appearanoe, it seems that the Parish nraft Beard 
had turned in Buok^s card J %hich uutomStidally set the wheels 
^ 11 motion. 1 suppose it wild be knthdr easy to tfael 
down peer*Buak ' 


iuppo89 it wild be tnther easy to track 
who probably- has long dreamed of holt 
dn't have sense enough to figure out a 


but probably didn't have sense enough to figure out a way 
tpoget back. The Bg, B. I. man remarked that after 
3 dM'tbO k#y* la.turnd ever to the i>raft Bsard he wiil undoubtedly 
be : plated in d-J.anyway, whieh-means that the 
egoitement has been oarrid through to no particular v 

..1 .. *V. . ... 4 L V..4 I 4(1.1 


, c ,t point se far as the Army ie concerned, but i. fecl^ 

quite sure that so far as Buck it concerned, it will be 
wonderful to get back again after ell hie travels. 

ai w ‘ . v . ore! no rf nrl odv dsocrev trti 

» 1 sns 4 t» ■ a. l in* 

- 0t f B : v iearntdxthe doetor, ••e brain Bpeeialist, had found 

iq 

li »(r. 5/303 iio iooni Baa seveels 

.,»...*o®‘ i - o3 Xju eI>t3 1 1 


n 


.”slqc • j 
rr off Hot 
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-fd-tw anxd?. 


.Is ot,ia 
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the nephew, a he 18 said to bo an expert in In tha 
automotive field and he endorsed a new seeond hand oar the 
gals had aequired, to haul themselves about in. It is 
understood that Caroline will do all the driving whioh 
oertainly promises little by way of assurance that this 
latest vehicle willohave a life expeetenoy any greater 
that all that have gone before. 

1 toot another dip in the book. "Some and a Villa*, 
and regretted that the first ohapter was a facade giving no 
authentic concept of what wee beyond, for the rest of 
the business seems a hodge-podge of commentaries about 
various histroio spots in the eternal City and a long 
epitaph of some contemporary Sicilian bandit el recent demise 
of whom 1 never heard and i n whose story 1 have scant interest. 
Ferhdps Aiss Clarke is a newspaper woman who, cn her return home, 
discovered she had a heap of data in her Notebooks whioh might 
be fumbled together and cast into book fora. For all I 
know, she may be an embryo rancho 1 Anand i'aylor, but save for 
the opening ohapter, there is nothing further along in the 
book to suggest a parallel. 

I .1 j. ... vl/'. • ‘J -* • • » + 

Grandpa has been sittting on the shelf just 
on the far side of the windww here beside my desk, his 
feet 'tuoked in under his warm stomach and his eyes 
blinking the sleepy indifferent sort of way as he observes 
my thumping on this keyboard. By the way he sometimes 
glance* with equal indifferenoe toward the White Garden, I 
concluded something about as exciting there as here might 
be* going on. 1 stepped cut' on the gallery for a 
moment and soon noticed a couple of big (Interruption) 

S couple or thro rabbits, having the lovliest sort ef a 
rrolio, for the new clover must be delicious about now and 
the garden is so beautifully lighted bby a moon which 
must be approaching full. . UdfLly. enough, in spite of the 
strength of the meoonlight, a couple ef the major planets 
are biasing with remarkable plarity. -X believe it is 
Venus "sloping slowly toward the West* whioh, as I stepped 

S? t0 ”• I88tln * *•* •* th * 11 p ‘op 

. 

. The interruption was a ; telephone call from somebody in 
Shreveport who had been here a few weeks ago and wanted to 
come again, cither Saturday ox Sunday ef this week. But 1 
put them off a week. X don*t seem,to remember the people but 
the lady seethed pleasant an# says she will telephone me again 
nex't week As the Madam used to say* "We certainly know some 
mighty curious people". But now i must give Grandpa a glass of 
milK and then roll up~my sleeves and knock off some mail. It's 
been so nice chatting with little miss loo. 


Friday, February 27th, 1963. 


v;m ffl v.osmi ^3 3w*xq lx h* 1 
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Memorandum: 
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lure summer is upon us, —for the moment, at least, 
but ene evidence of its arrival isn T t so pleasant, —a 
billion big eld bumble bees, sifting down sawdust from 
the rafters on the gallery, and nothing to discourage 
them mnt’il along about J*e when the air planes start dusting 
tUe cotton which isn't planted as yet. It would seem as 
though we. eight to have ample stores of sawdust by 
' ' June. 1 only hope the galleries will still be holding. 

- 

The enclosures arc of little or no interest, but 
I send them along regardlasa. 

I :Uiao£q eta • 

i'he black ah white pictures of u&kley mentioned in Carolyn's 
letter.refer to a couple i need te contrive the Oakley plate. 

She needn't bother hurrying about sending them along aa 
the plate?had to be made without the photographic record I 

.. • ..__ . .. _ . ..... 


: j tm.il. 


;3aoou 

3i u 

a 


3 OCfiilfe 


ob a Usd d3Jft ™dw 
vflS 03 3 

teferanee.to writing j. u. has to do widths chance 
that he,, as Chairman of the cotton council, might;designate 
funds from that outfit ta bring .cut u bock an cotton, 
calculated to stimulate general interest in the staple. 

It seems that same big sil conoern hhes gotten out a bock 
Wn the oil industry which paid the oontrivor well for, the doing, 
and it is possible the cotton people night do likewise, but 
that ie; merely-a thought. ( ’ , , . oi<i ) .. _ov 

is v. rod aalal m at osj.lt. ,Oull tv< eo 3 

At supper tonight, J. fl. told me he was expecting to 
fly to Washington tomorrow night for some M, &. A. conference, 
returning home Monday. ^Monday night, l assume.y 

v -■ • 9 7 ' j ■ “ 


d resuming r.ome monaay. *"*.Monaey nignr, i assume,/ 

; VBll - IL'CW i-‘rf fJ08 103 03JdW B SiO 

An# along about first dark, Andy passad this way, after 
having done a bit of gardening across th# fence during the 
aftexnoen.o fie itold me that Celeste had gone down to see 
t hia afternesn and had asked he? to v -- 


Adfellia this sfternosn and had asked her to give hex a hand 
an Sunday, as she is expoetli# guests. Andy understood 
Aura Ilia agreed. to no, 

_ •__ . . 


o . X 


From kay'a letter of a few days bsek, I gather she may 
he passing this waySunday morning, although what paopla mean hy 

‘ 

x *>* 0S .f“: a ':V „ , m 
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morning, especially "Sunday morning" is pretty hasty in my 
mind. Something tells me I had better advise the 
ladies next door not to count on me for Sunday dinner, sinee 
that is usually served fit 111 * 0 , and I don't intend putting 
out the information that South Carolina is‘somiig this way on 
Sunday morning jfor there would be a perfect tissy about 
dinner, etc., etc., and what uith a rigid eoneept ef 
the,proper hour the hot bisouits should be served, I see no 
point in erecting a fleet' 9 ! needless hurdles. I*m 
still mindful of that remarkable supper that Qaroly, 
duth floptins and I attended a summer or so ago at which 
ouery person corfoerned, hostess and each individual guest, were 
odghty unfrappy about the gathering although each was going 
• through the motions of doing what the other was supposed te be 
expecting, 

* 

Considerate hosts ana considerate guests are plentiful 
enough aoross the width and breadth of civilisation but itls 
wonderful how often perfection meets perfection. 

v - M 


X 
as 

L' 1C 


■J. 


! i 0 


J :;c ■ -rifi .XT ••al Tl 

"a. y y • ri a v j j vJ* Oj -*'.1 

I take it there's a show at the looal honfcey tonk tonight 
what with half a doson people passing this way, stopping long 
, enough to say lowdy and to mosey on. One such when 1 had not 
expected, was i. 0 . who seems to have come back to the country 
to do a bit of farming, following his s*|earn in Shreveport 
for the past six months or so. Of course one never asks why 
•the change in residence, and a doson different reason, 
each true or false, might be set forth. 1 believe he was 
J- 1 *}?* 5 1 ! 11 £ la Grandmother in Shreveport, a d as she is 
inclined to be a little on the atraignt-lnosd side, it is 
quite possible she had difficulty in making her stalwart grandson 
toe the lino. 

-• ; , :. •o.r, 1 •* * c.i . 

. . 1 "® 8 *!ad to see J?etor, tee for by some whimseyk he had 
aohieved a color combination whioft would have been frightening 
on a white per son but somehow seemed wonder ally harmonious 

•* JV h . 411 *? r ® wearing a now dark brown 

felt hat a kaki shirt, a sleevless chartreuse sweater, brick rod 
pants and brown shoes, Toss in the black of his skin and the 
white of his excellent teeth and a couple of snapping black 
eyes and you have ‘a combination of tints and shades that 
ought to frighten horseless carriages but somehow resolves the 
spectrum into a symphony that is altogether plOhsing and hilarious. 

But 1 mubt get ori with a few little ohores and then ; get 
a dab of shut-eye before dawn pus in an appeaanoe for 1 want to 
gaden madly before pilgrims put in an appiaranoe...... 
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Memorandum: 

Warm and drissley all week end, and everything is growing 
dno vi th abandon. — :*flJ 

• 

f ,.c Saturday was suoh a pleasant day, PC or the promise of dampness 

that held during the nea-drlawling hours di-scour aged pilgrims and 
* 1 . the dampness made weed pulling a most enjoyable task, what 

x . with the ease they could be extraetod from their meist moorings. 

X03a>'.V IDi 01 - 

Mrs. Uoombs passed this way to say howdy to Madam Hegard 
and to, ma and. as a result of her Visit, 1* hed a most enjoyable 
Sunday morning breakfast,* for i saved the deviled eggs ’ 

.and the home mad* cheese spread introduced something a llttlf odd 
for oarly Sunday morning, but nettholoss quite delicious. 

il 01 lIQ %. v* She appears less worried than before her tti$ to the clinic 
which is prbably aue to the fact that at least there*is the peace of 
mind that comes with knowledge of the precise situation and 
one's ability to atthek the knowable, regardless of the amount of 
0 ; ,distraction that e-meS with pain heving : tthf energy of ten people, 
she will probably never slow*down,* but perhipS nbr difficulty 

will tend to persuade her to make speed with less haste, at least, 
cri .. i . .: " 

4 , M. flew, to a ashing ton last evening and so we dined alone 
aexogp the fence, but dinner was a little latex tha usual as some 
6 f the Lamb res faadstopped in foxa drink on their way home from Qhuxeh. 
As i had declined .theix game dinner a week ex so back, they proposed 
a party for me but A.suggested that since Lent tends to cripple 
some people *8 ability for full enjoyment-sf social events, it might 
be more successful if we delayed the thing until after faster. 

Everyone 
: 1 J. have 


cf 


Last 


7 one th ught that an excellent idea and .by castor 1 shall 
■■ thought up something ele». 

s.ay came around & and remained until after I, ' 

A , - , _ |u M . •-»' -xf H. ff.S 'AL 1-. — - i- *■ 

tlTM :An 8B\M AIT 

X gathered she 

as any person who never gives a correct i pression of years, and 
0 we talked much on a dosen subjects. X think la dtotm will not gs 
to Europe if i*f*in«lly decline to a chomp any them, and 1 gave a 
definite statement that 1 would not ge. The oateh in the thing is 


i. got the impression she was Bor t of fouxty-ish. koaay 
was on the far slue of But 'she was 'aw pleasant 




I 











V 


From the FRANCO IS MlGNON PAPERS, # 11-5889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 


University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5957 


* \ ' 4 ‘ , ' 

< > V • 




5958 


if9 Hit-- 


that if i decide'not to go to Aurope, everybody will spend tho 
summer on the “ooper, aay will fly over to "atohitoohee and pick me up, 
etc., ete. 1*11 not do that either, but like the iiambre party, that 
can be taken care of when the time comes, 

1 think *adam Storm has mentioned a uionastery across the Cooper 
from the Bluff, Kay told me that these Trappists were presented with 
the fine property a little fchile baek by none other than your friend, 
Calre Booth i>uoe y for the plantation was one of her country gomes. 

i v , 0 • . i , • • 

I thought thiB twist was interesting: —there it an ancient 
Episcopal whureh, —the strawberry rarlsh, aid its ancient graveyard 
adjoining the former liuoe property, «hlle a till owning the plaee, 
la Ipoe's daughter was tilled in thOu^Hf ornia automobile accident, and 
although she was some sort of a Protestant other than an Aplsoopalian, 
la hues lasted for permission form the strawberry chureh that her 
daughter might be buried in that graveyard where her daughter 
hadheen well acquainted wit the gen al neighborhood, rhe 
request was unusual, but permission was grantad, Then, a little 
later, la Luoe had her'mother's body f exhumed from the north uarolina 
graveyard and brought to strawberry ann placed beside the grave of 
her daughter, ihat was a little unusual, sinoe the mother had never 
been'an Spisoopalian either, i believe some kind of gift was presented 

$°*£ h ?4 a little later, as we all know, la Luee became a 

catholic, and the strawberry congregation took it as something of a slap 
in the faee when la huoe had both he daughter and mother exhumed from 
the otTawberry church yard and carted across the property line into 
the catholic property which she had preented to the nappists, so 
t they might "rest in holf ground’*, as was explained. 


n. 


y.: 


ST. 


*0* 


a i 


'ST-- ’.‘a 


»• much for the new Ambassador to Italy, It isvaguely 
•amusing, don t you think, that a lady so faeile with words and public 
speech should have convey her property to the order ef monks, famous 
for not talking. But Kay says that even the Trappist can do a heap 
of chattering if they set their minds to it, for it seerae that 
i'he Bluff Plantation and the monastery are on the same party telephone 
line, and when the Brothers get to going it, they really can keep 
the service tied up by the hour, 

Caroline and 1 irginia were reported as getting along alright but 
lk.e other who know them, aay wonaers how long the present Briarwood bus 
will hola u« # Caroline sen me a bouuet of white hyaointhes aud 
some gigantio s rays of sab-apple blossoms and many admonitions about 
* writing, which a shall acknowledge before folang up my beard. 

,. _ 80 day runa om . t and march gets under way. 1 hope you 

didn’t have to undergo toe muoh open house. 

e-fini^e 


. * f tl.L J d i *'D c.Ia 
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Monday, March 2nd, 19M. 
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tar.ooi ord j ' -revet oil- Ja.juoj b«s3»icr.;f a/nv I 
rot flolii’ofluoi broi odd dn^ndoils aclIX-M neodtr: e.-.j 

v i i ji<f field 
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Memorandum: . .t . > . o && i : !• 

■ « 

«he *dews and damps* continue with the thermometer around 
the mid 70'a and the humidity at 100, 

lia olidOTiTi of ce lij-rods. ;ners cri r *au.- . to: to c 

aoraehow the postman must have headed out mueh toe ! J 


wviusuwu iiAia iausu aavv xivoutfU UttW mm OH ¥00 x 

, early and accordingly brought me .preoieely nothing, that 
is alwaysa poor way to start the weak, mogMing, 0 as it 0 ° 

does, that Tuesday will probably come along with a deublo dip 
in the first class department 

• j w‘id ; • Tii J-(J. ..r&v orro 4 * ij*-en i uc-v a i 

I had a briot go at "Borne and a last night. Apparently 

I have f ini shed the section on flardian's villa at Tivoli which I 
found a real Bushel anand ray let business and mhtfh to my liking. 

The next seetion has to de with Bely Week# in general and the 
19S0 or whatever the date, one in particular, vox a long time, 

1 have beenurging the library of "engross to give a* brief 
biographical sketch, of the author at the beginning of each volume 
but hove convinced no one,, obviously, that this would enhanoe 
the value of the recording, so far as the user ef Talking 
Books goes, I wish they had deno something-of this sort for ! 
one Alcanor ^lark for * find myself wondering as toher nationality 
which i8 perhaps British, __a conclusion stemming from the 
fact, in my own mind, from the fact that miss Taylor of 
like artistry was British, 1 think. 1 imagine some of this 
material in the book ffay have appeared in magaaines^espeeially 
the fine chapter the eats, living in the fountain in the market 
square.in itome. Perhaps the style is too,heavy lor magaeiue pur¬ 
poses or readers, but i; p» the copyright dates listsd at 
the beginning of the beck cover two or thxse difforent years, it 
would seem as though some qf the material might have, appeared 
in some such medium. ■ i : c o ilw o al or! esi/asocf e»-Ofi 

i r 0: j a ... oi fiolJlsoq a oi si o i son 

1 am glad fo rspoxt everyone aoxosq the fence retains 

a gay £xame of mind but it seemed to me a detected a little 
cldud on the horiaon this morning when celeste oonfided to me that 
her new secant is inolined to be t arrogank,I learned on 
Saturday that Aurcll^aobad been asked to’assist on Sunday when ueleste 
.isew e.ti It- 3 . j-s-Jk . erfl fwo soar 
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was expecting company and that auiellia had agreed to lend 
a hand, but tha weather oausea the guests to delay their 
visit and so the 'xtra helpef wasn't needed. 

I was impressed tonight by Brie Several's broadcast regarding 
the fifteen million allotment by the ford foundation fox 
an investigation into investigations. Perhaps you heard him 
remark, that only The few York Tiroes gave anything more than 
oasual reference to the event, Mr. S. expressed the opinion 
that this fund, being used as it is. by people of outstanding 
merit in different walks of li e, may be the opening wedge that 
will topple over the everrgrowing influence of the MaoQarthya 
and other witch hunters who seem determined fe throttle all 
freedom of thought and expression that doesn t coincide with 
their own eraek~pot concepts, and, if this aisumption is correct, 
then the news of this initial concerted effort is front page stuff 
and worthy of t’he widest publicity* 

I *8WlG 

I haven t heard Bd. *orrow every night during the past week 
and so don't*knvwif he has had anything to say on this matter. 
Sometimes i wish Mr. Morrow would devote two thirds of his 
broadcasts to plain nows and the final third to his own 
opinion on some selient feature of the news, singled out from 
the batsh of particulars reported in, the first part of his 
broadcast. So often the ramifiestions of a single news item 
is so involved that the eveage listener like mo inclines to feel 
he. has been left dnagling, in dim air # after having been provided 
wih a truck load of oonorete nows i£sms t many of which seem to bear 
any precise not tion as to where eaeh is supposed to fit into the 
architectural pattern making up the day's doings, so that the 
keystone of the structure may often gp unrecognised in the 
confusion of too ample a supply of~seoondary and third rape items. 

In s ort. it eeeme to me a man like mr, morrow is gooupving 
a plaoo in, radio not unlike the situation the Pew *ork Times holds 
in the newspaper field. We expect a newspaper to give us unbiased 
news plus an opinion, as voiced on the editorial page, tending 
to rationalise and clarify the paper's reaction to the day's events. 
I.think *r. morrow should provide us with such a personal opinion, 
immeidately following his news east. After all, wo turn to him fox 
news because ho is equipped to provide it,‘and by the same token, 
since he is in a position to know many side lights seldom if over 
voiced on the air, he is holding back one of his most valuable 
assets when he fails to supply us with his personal opinion. 

t. . ; . u J o.x 3 i ■ • ^. 

But after all this talk, l mu t get busy and sort 
out seed for tomorrow's planting at dawning, and so 
runs out the first work-a-day segment of the week.. 


T e; 


1 lit 


Tuesday, hash Srd, 1953. 

wen ode io reJ taa % odd o3 eJersuoo rxevi r xol 3 n al 

baa 'io esc e 

I i .vcJoq alriJ :& eOi'jJaJxo -<ciJ •)3:iolrra o- • f a 

qO odd gal molo-ed e iti .x f too a 3l erexil .sa»: 

, 
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Memorandumj ’ ■ , 

. o J 

, mow nice to find your Thursday letter in this 

morning's post, together with several other pieees of 
less interest, all of which should have some te hand 
,• day earlier, as t figurs it. 

■°ut that they have eventually found their proper 
destination and that your nioe newsy letter should have 
some through.in perfect order makes ms ee happy as s clam. 

,.. .. 330. b gttltlo ' ai eta . £fflaegsei Jto a©Jt#TUfi 

how sweet of you to twist the J»ife business in the 
way you did and with suoh.u finality that' fulminations 
on my part, now that it is accomplished would seem both 
futile and ungracious, it is so pleasant, however, 
to think that uo shall thus have an opportunity to compare 
- i. notoe from timalto time, and even when l do not remark about 
this or that .item, there is always an added pleasure 
in turning .through each issue in reuliaing that you, too, 
l axe investigating the same sub Jest matter. But I J 

do wantto ask one favor, —and that is that uo consider 
. vvo this gift aovexlng the ensuing throe year a as 'standing 
fox tkebirthdays ahead, fox in view of all the business 
• o that has been going on in your immediate 1 neighborhood, i 
should feel shame-faoed indeed wore A to bo any further . * 

- sause of such an opulent outlay. And so my thanks again to 
you for this gift that will bo with me weekly as the seasons 
corns and go and x thank you again and again fox being so 
kind to ms, si .3 a3naff^ io juo 338i- bs.l.uc '.3- a: 

I Jtjtf :lt.';ii3l]?0a. 3 '3omolt Y XilBSSllJ .3 

, 1 And may x express my utter amassment at the brightness 

of your eyes, as revealed hy hll the details you oaught 
in the snapshots 5 forwarded from »udt>lpb 8 camera, x 
, had draped the Mexican'gift on the chair, after x had 
had it out for a dab of sunshine, following a bit of * 
house cleaning and I was hoping 5 It would register in 
the pietue but somehow x never dreamed that your 
brightness of optie would* eateh sueh a detail. Yes, the. , 
business on the table- on the gallery was a banquat 

. setting for our feathered friends. I like to rig up 

such things during the winter months for they seem to 
enjoy feeding and drinking in sueh a sheltered place and 
it ie always pleasant for me to see them so olose to hand. 
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low sveaat of Little Mi88 Leo to have to have so fox 
in anticipation given oonorete thought to tha mattax of tha now 
discovery that might eventu ally ha mada usa of, and hoa 
adroitly she indiaatad the existence af this potential 
means, Thera is a certain dimness ha-clouding tha eptics 
whan 1 realise such selflessness and generosity, las, Lora 
erota at soma length on the mattax, no had eanmunioated 
with tha aut ority, living in tha 70's in Manhattan and 
soma unrelated authorities oheofcing on tha possibilities, no 
spokeof tha mattax afte* this oorrespondanoa had haan finished, 
and said he would send it along to me ox to soma physieian if 
l preferred. In thanking him, A suggested that ir. Band would 
ha the pereon through whom the matter might Tpt inaugurated, hut 
prayed him to hold everything until tha day-to-day shadow 
hanging over 4 that household should have passed, 

. - 1 . . 

how insignificant seam such little handicaps when sueh 

possibilities of lessening them are in tha offing and most of all, 
of what little importance such drawbacks seem when there are 
people suoh as you in this world. 

; ' •)<. : ’ ■ . V-. • - 5 :: « • 

And may * thank you for giving me tha details concerning 
tha matFar that has been of paramount concern at tha family hearth 
of lata, i muet v fcay» in view of wl}at little i have learned from 
other people confronted with the same problem, tha solution seams 
wonderfully accomplished in tha one you mention, i suppose 
much depends an the nature of the bone structure in each individual 
case and probably in the instanoe where the bone is but slightly 
out of whack, tha whole thing may be the more readily corrected. 

And thanks for advosing me regarding tha mein faa uras el 
Illustration's Jioal number. Those particulars axe adequate 
but A am glad to hava them as A. simply \XMo bo heap a mental 
tabulation 0 * what appears *as the suooessive seasons roll along. 

The Associated ness out of Atlanta this moaning talked about 
the blissaxd raging from Minnesota to juouisiana but I 
sanw none of the snow and what with the thermometer in the SO's, 

I guess it would have malted anyway if there had bean way. 

Aha yellow barman iris unfurls additional banners and the - 
Gardner's Uarter is rising like white foam from the damn 
earth, The mild weather begot uklaho a pilgrims but A didn't 
mind them as they were fairly intelligent and didn't linger 

too long . . .1 

many thlhgs to tnlk about, including the Talking -book topics 
which same today hearing new listings. *ut this must do for now, but 
not before 1 say again how happy your Thursday has made my Tuesday. 

t.l aI • > : - * *l*UO * *■ '» 

htir: r il ' f. i - ui. 


. 
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Memorandum: 

And so the telephone rang this morning a little before 
7, and it was Mrs. aemingway, oalling on b«haif of Madam Band to 
say the latter's mother, i*rs. White, had dined yesterday 
afternoon and that the funeral would be this afternoon. 

. ~ *. . i - L 1 

The weather was fair, or at least only partly oeudy and 
the thermometer in the SO's instead af yetorday's BO's. 

-- . 

Aiid so my day turned out a little differently from expecta¬ 
tions. i got in touch with Celeste who was glad to drive me 
down, and Madam Regard went along and spent a couple of 
hours with her sister-in-law in the.Mother Uabrini Hospital 

ebsi as elqooo 


while Uelegte and I were at the funeral. 


iii 


x ,e ■■ i eo 

xba arrangement worke. out very nioely so far as 
location of 'things related the one tq the other,—not the 
hospitf.l but the funeral home where the body had been, during the 
time‘for the services when it was removed to the Methodist 
Churdh whioh is just aoross the street^ . : o : 

ae arrived at the funeral home, —a lovely large federalist type 
of building, a half hour before serviosp, and I was glad to be 
able td chat with Whitfield *aok, Blythe, a simple of her brothers 
and sitters and her sons, and a flock of people some of whom i 
Knew and some A didn't, Mr, and Mrs. Holloman .were among those 
1 recognised, lee and Gordon Randolph and so an. 

The servioes at the Uhureh were period*, brief, simple and 
modest with one song by’the choir, a brief prayer, a few 
remnfcs*by the preacher, and the whole thing was done * 0 o .. 

*0 did not go to the cemetery, —a couple of miles away across 
Bed diver in PlrfeVille. but returned to the hospital to pick up 
madam regard and so found ourselves baek h ome again by 4 
o* clovfc which was muoh to my liking. 


, S OHH 


om d ti us o 


. l 31 
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Thursday, March 5th, 1953, 


I listened with espeoial attention to 3d. Morrow tonight. 

I was interested to hear what he would hare to say about the 
Stalin business. ,1 thought he leaned over backward i n his 
prediction that the death of a single individual realy didn't 
alter things so very much. 1 was not quite prepared for that since 
I labor under the impression that quite often the eclipse 
of a major luminary, especially if he be a dictator, makes 
quite a lot of difference, perhaps not immediately, but surely 
in the long run. hut bo that as it may, let us hope there 
may be an enormous oraok-wp inside the iron Curtain before long 
whioh ought to give the world quite a breather so far as 
m armaments and the attendant wasting of money on destructive 
•nflMs en4 lne.t* tripp«U«. • , 

Just as X dotted the last sentence, the telephone rang. 

The operator said Alexandria was oalling. l held the wire. 

In a minute somebody said hello, oalling me by name. She said 
they had.but recently arrived. 1 hadn't the Vaguest notion 
as to the identity of the individual, —and said as much. It 

• turned out to be Mrs. noward of Dallas heading toward Alabama 

» 

with a friend and asking if they might stop to say howdy on 
their way b«.ek home sometime next week. It's wonderful how 
people can fade from one's mind and then suddenly re-appear on the 
Burfaee again, hut for me, i am always getting different 
impressions of people; seen but twice in succession, with 
months or years,In between, J-hefirst time I met the Carrolls 
of Denver, l got the impression they were both crowding 70. 

The next time 1 saw them, they looked so uifferent and Mrs. 

Carroll reminded me so much on the second go-round of that 
little Miss hrentano whom t had almost forgotten. 1 asked 
celeste the other day if-she remember Lay u'Brien on her visit 
here with Mrs. Storm, Celeste didn't see Lay on hunday, and she 
said she remembered hex as beiag about 40-ish. That was my impression 
on the first oontot to whieh 20 years or more seemed to be added on 
the second visit, sometimes these imperfeot impressions are ’ 
wonderfully confusing and i find myself thinking of "Lost 
Horison" and the amasing trnsforraations that took place so rapidly 

in people*8.appearanees in that volume. 

* - , • • io 

Two or three dowagers at the funeral whom i did not recognise, 
told me they were holding wall spaoe fox new Oane diver plate de¬ 
signs and inquired when more would bo available, '.feather and the 
corp.-e seem to be the usual topic of conversation at funerals 

but this’variation is subject raatterwas pleasant, too.. 

. r nofcr. t v 
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s o:\Jonn , of bar orf.i OJ ^crxorouor, 

full,summer has returned so far as brilliance of sunshine is con¬ 
cerned and while the temperature is just about right, the 
powers of the sun is sufficient to givi one an impressive 
tan. 

, eie.i ♦ 

1 saw J, a. for a few moments at mail time, ue had 
much to report on aspects of life as view in Washington. Among 
o other people with whom he was in contact was Secretary uenson 
whom he likes. Mis-conference was out short by the arrival of 
a mesage that Mrs* Menson had just suffered a severe automobile accident 

somewhere in utah, 1 « • « 

isi ».oIj t rc. it o n ■ ■ - 

, j. M. ssays that so many people in Washington, nd especially 

the Memoor^ts, foresee a depression as inevitable in the offing. 

It will be interesting to see if Mr. Eisenhower will make use 
of Mr. Hoosevelt's blue prints for meeting such emergencies. 

I asked about lesser politicians 1 reaction to the President 
thus far. I gather they feel the President is trying out 
patience on the Congress with everyone wondering how long before 
his efforts axe proved futile. 

• , 

In today*8 post for Celeste came a letter, addressed to 
, "Mrs. C. G. henry, ur.* It was from *x. Belle, posted at Rangoon, uurma, 
on February 22nd, and was in response to « Christmas oar# from 
her which he had received on the day he responded. I believe 
Celeste had posted her card, air mail, to him on Deoember 15th. I got 
the Impression things are on the point of seething in the far Mast, 
whioh isn't precisely a new concept, although at best, one never gets 
more than'an impression from anything-Mr.- uelle writes long hand, 
for even the experts have difficulty in guessing what he might be 
trying to spell, out and after a word, as yotrlcnow, has been properly 
deciphered, it may be phrased into a mixture of things that 
would make a strange line of talk. I must say I guess I am lucky 
we do not exchange letters for years on end. « ac 

■ i o rrr ? • x . i ’ 


:m 


Ja inr. oo Y,rg 

It was pleasant txr heard from jrriehd POstell tp whom 1 wrote 

tViQ wovsawn 4 nano 4 41s a 1 a aa 1 via Va maul A 


i x o n n 

i: 3iUl• 

about the anniversary issue of the local paper, thinking he would 
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in hi8 letter, tut only over the telephone. j-he nan seems very 
promising, as i gat the impression ha is aiviliaed and has soma 
sense, too, -.all ol ehioh seams so rare in the .Library as wall 
as in other professions, 

, . . i. < ■ 

According to the radio, another harbinger of Spring is mating 
itself manifest every early morning and late evening, —not 
in Shreveport this year, but Alexandria, when millions of black 
birds converge ©n the sity at sundown to nest in the trees over night 
nd then take off again at dawn # I guess we left the pi no© too 
early last evening to see them,* We have a few hundred here, 
roosting in the bambes. It has always interested me that 
these migratory birds, spending their days in the fields on their 
leisurdly hops northward with the Spring, should invariably select 
urban centers for roosting places at night, Apparently they 
prefer to take their ohhnces with guu fire, battles with the 
firemen's hose, etc,, as opposed to risking ^imb and feather in 
the woods. urban dwellers are apalled in the morning when 
they discover in the morning they cannot recognise their own oars 
. w&at with the ooraplete covering that has blotted out reoogniseable 
signs from the birds’ droppings. But i suppose lihe car washing 
places find the invasion halful to their business, and the 
painters nd re-fini shore, too, since some acid in the droppings 
reportedly eats off tne entire finish from the verag© oar. 

And speaking of strange doings, Just as i was in the midst 
of the above paragraph^ -y ‘phone rang in a dis-Jointed sort of 
way to which i i>aid no attention, supposing it was a call for 
some one else, another faint sort of a muffed business .sounded, 
and after a saoond it ocoured to me somebody might be trying to 
get me long ^dstanoe, and so i picked up the receiver Just 
as ueleste was sayingi "Yes, Governor Long, I'll hhave j. a. oall you 
as soon as her arrives". jfer-iaps saw the Governor's nephew in Washing¬ 
ton, as 1 suppose he did, or perhaps the Governor wants to talk oows 
none of wfluch is any of my business. 

i jnteuded, —and may t have already mention, how much i 
enjoyed the rnyitiation to Learning program last aunjiay, having 
to do with the Journalism of Georgeuernard Long, 1 have long admired 
*r. Bryson, the moderator, and regretted we can t have at least If 
minute8 of him daily. I suppose this program mdy come at an hour 
of pots and pans in your neighborhood, —lljfO your time.. «hat a 
pity it isn’t re-broadcast iter in the day,■. 

. . . 

some lovely daffodills are gently bobbing their heads in the 
silver Jar in which they are standing heae on my desk, and 
I tell myself they are looking straight past me and slap in the 
direction of little Miss Lee of whom they somehow remind me so much 
what with their gaiety of manor and hearts of gold.. * 


-ioiriw oyisu 
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How nice to find your Monday letter in today's post, 
and how kind of you to provide me with the map of Iowa and 
to mark it so clearly so that t could track down both 
Mount .Vernon and Audubon Just like one, two, three. 

It did my heart good to know that everything went along 
so smoqthly at the Sunday dinner. I sometimes think 
the only excuse fox living i© being with nice people adeone 
of the best reasons for not living is being thrown with 
.those who seem touiellght in making -a rumpus. After all, 
the glimpses .provide man of-Heaven and Hell seem to be pretty 
well typified by association© with thowb who want p be 
pleasant .and .those who don't, That, is why I wish the 
disagreeable on© s won id go en "home", -since Bell seems to 
be a family hearth where the racket is perpetual. But in 
my own oase f , A suppose 1 apprjdiate the Heaven segments the more 
* when the ne'il raisers have gone on their way/so perhaps I 

should never consider the couple contributing greater appreoition 
of ueaven by the contrast they provide by a mere visitation. 
f .c O’. to I^nOV;l3 iftj \.d -.OaJ "■'“•••' " ' , 

I’m so glad you gave me the menu for I enjoy picturing 
the repast in ray own mind which 1 can-do the more readily sinoe 
by chance we toa.y had two or three of the samf items, including 
the candied sweet potatoes which Juanita makes to perfection 
S " 4 1«« pi. .ttc* .. had toaay. too. 

The morning post also brought the final'designs for 
the Wakley and the Natchitoches -lates. Ihe latter seem© to me 
to be especially satisfying. Thdff see* to be a few ainor 
errors which loan correct eeeily enough, including the.re- 
i drawing of the Williams house; which means I shall not have 
to return it and so take up more time, I’fc© Audubon-Oakley 
design wasn't so successful but I'can alter it alright, but 
all this-mcAns that we shall not be able to get them photographed 
at this stage of the game. Berhap© g.trff ay corrections have bee 
incorporated at icook Ball and th© final sketch has been 
returned to me fox approval^ !• ean send + them along to you 
for photographing, although ,the time element^ cs$e$ially in 
the eaklfy^one is so Dressing that 1 am'hoping Aook Ball_will not 
* return it .to me. I shall speak more on this ‘ 600 x 0 at some 

*01 »*•*■« .*•== ^ A,** 
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subsequent sitting, *i have the afrio n uouse isign which 
could be photographed, and 1 shall perhaps send it along 
within a lew days, although that is the only one about 
which there is no rush. 

The thing about the Oakley one that was a bit startling 
was the fact that instead of ,-dosing the title in a 
cartouches, the letters encircled the design, running all 
'around the thing like a border, the letters being at least an 
inch in height. It is a lone title; - "Auawbon memorial 
State Tark^ Oakley Plantation, St, Francisville, Louisiana, •• 

perhaps all that will not go into a cartouches, but in 
any event the large letters encircling the design, makes 
the prospective plate look like an advertisement, and I 
don't want that. 

Among today's pilgrims were some college professors, a 
couple of whom, it developed, uere Aussiana. They were 
perfectly entranced on reaching the Sutdio where little Miss 
Alberta used to paint, on dijscogering the old samovar on the 
marble top dresser, f There ia much writing in Russian 
on the old piece, if' you reeall. In Russian the inscription 
81ate8 that the samovar was fashioned at Tala, perhaps Tola, or 
Toula, under patronage of the Tsar, eta., etc. 

It was interesting to hear the pilpims discuss the matter 
and to see how moved they were by this souvenir of the old 
Imperial days. They did 't speak English muoh but' their French 
was fluent enough, ^.1 suppose they may teaoh homanos languages 
in college. The old British expression demonstrating the 
height of futility and folly came to my mind, --you reoall 
the one, "Carrying coals to neweastle", —the point being 
that as Newcastle was the center of the coal mining industry in 
the old days, anybody wa$ a chump who would carry coal to suoh 
a place. It seems that the Russians had a parallel saying 
to the same point,•—"Oafrying samovars to Tula", for 
in imperial Russia, *ulA Ihowdver it is spelled) was situated 
not too many miles from uosoow and that the finest samovars in 
Russia were manufactured thdre, both for general trade and 
for the Imperial family, so that anyone carrying samovars in 
that direction might well have his hea$ examined. Of course, 

I might as well break down and admit that i always thought anybody 
traveling in.an,, direction ought’ to have his head examined if 
he included suoh an unweildy thing as a samovar among his 
p-ra phanalia, but apparantly f and oofir/ned by the 19th oentury 
aussian no el'ista, nobody ever dreamed of starting for anyplace,— 
exoept Toula, - without % samovar under hi^ arm. 

uut how i have run an about this mattar. Again my thanks for 
suoh a happy dy, and all because of the 


* 
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Sunday, March 8th, 1963, 


Memorandum; 

The Weather Man had said rain, but it has been perfectly 
lovely cloudless weather all through Saturday and Sunday. If 

1 had any influence with the "Gentleman" who ^passes out the 
sohed le, i guess l would be asking for torrents all next week¬ 
end, since the Times issue, oar tying so many pioutres of 

pi cos in towij and up and down the rvex, there will probably 
be drove8 of people out to take a look at the Parish in which 
most of them have spent all their lives and haven't seen yet. 

But there is a chance that there will be so many other attraotiv 
bends* of the river that Melrose may escape visitors completely, 
rain or shine, 

• %» ah • 1 .lOolO O ^ 

i don't see how I was so slow in discovering that antchitooh 
was host to educators from all over the Gulf area this week end. 
Had i known about it in advanoe, i oertainly would have made no 
appointments, li'or people began .coming early Saturday mornig, 
and before the day had played out, i had about run down so far 
as reoeiving people went. 

The real orush reached i.ts full strength about 

2 or 3 o'clock, when 1 had a flock of Shreveport stupidities 
plus a doxen or so L. S. U. Librarians and a flock of Lafayette, 
Mew Orleans and Mississippi people. 

. l 

It all went along alright but there were too many people 
for a single go-round and when the Mayor and his wife arrived, i 
Just waved them to luooa where I eventually Joined them and we 
all oould relax over a glass of port before the dinner or rather 
the suppr bell rang, , 

The Librarian, of L, s. u,. —his name is Liala or Lyle ox 
some suph, was making his first visit herw. 1 received him 
with all cordiality and even let him look at the books in 
Yucca where I provided him and some of his aSBOoates with 
wine glasses whil# 1 went to speed some of those on their way who 
had arrived before the l. o. u. contingent. In Mowing them 
the other buildings, i wa particular not to let hik sea tha 
sornpbooks, but i did serva as their host in the library in 
whioh place I made the most of the opportunity to give them a 
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short spesoh in which I expounded my position regarding the 
reasons why i thought Melrose was the plaoe for the Melrose lihr y, 
assuring them i should not welcome any effort on anyone's part to 
pry the hoots ot o? here for any other institution, for, with 
perhaps more saroasm than I had intended, i pointed out that 
while boots were the big thing in the lives of most of use people, 
interested in boots, still, as in the present set-up, there are 
times when boots are not mo e than an intregal part of a larger 
institution and they must not let their enthusiasm for the Melrose 
collection get them off the tract by trying to wreck an 
institution which symbolized something gator than a few thousand 
volumes from here, shevled in some vaster collection of printed / 
material. 
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1 was frankly tired when the day was done and I wasn't too anxio'l 
to receive a new batch afte; batch today, but they came and l re¬ 
ceived them and i have survived.. It would be so easy to welcome tho 
who are genuinely interested if one didn't have to be all cluttered 
up with a vaster majority to whom Melrose means no more than it 
does to a nenry, 

,->f 

Along about 4 o olook saturdy afternoon, ± three young gentlemen 
of color, somewhere up the road between here and .Bermuda, got 
into a souffle over a dollar and a half. I guess they all must 
have been armed, —the brothers daokson and Jesse naohette, who 
is little Jtlanr s uncle, ne that as it may one of the waotsons got 
shot in the leg, the .bullet going down along the bone and 
coming out at the kneel ihe naohette boy got 9 bullets in him, 
his abdomen slit open and one bullet through the backbone the 
spinal oord being severed, ihe other *aetson boy fall dead on the 
it is true tnat spring weather is upon u,s but usually it is the 
real! hot deep summer weather that brings out religious 
impulses and short tempers, apparently we are really running ahead 
of schedule this winterless winter. 
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In this morning's mail, along with sun 
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sSJLei”! 1 f ketch °i Porhapte 14; arrived with 

Sunday e Memo, perhaps it travbls a little niower.- Hie point 
* A wanted, to make it that there's no rush abo*t having this sketch 
photographed* ii faot it isn’t i perative that it be photographed 

2a \ l l f°I V fllwa ? s substitute other items for publicity, 
and I taiwe far - .. wlll.be fully*ks ; w5ll to 
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I c n't think why i am so pleased to have learned about the 
old hussian adagei "ion't toat samovars to xowla**, but perhaps 
it is because it supplies such a variation in all the news coming 
out of the Kremlin these days, —or. is there any, when I 
hear from broadcasts that millions of people are standing in line to 

!fV P 5 P * of ° ta i in » another adage comes to mindj 
People get tt.e kind of wovemment they deserve.* 


. o j ■ . 

xhere e no moon tonight but Venus is glowing in the u*&t, 
almost bright enough to oast a shadow, i assume it has been 
another busy .wee,, end for you, but I am hoping you found a moment 
or two in which you could catch a little slice of privacy. 


and I.think far the aatohitoches paper, it ^ 

<Ut v? ® f tha ipwn of nateuitochea, when it becomes 
available, which, jr suppose, m?iy be within the next two or three 
weeks., if you feel the ^fricaij aouse should he photographed, too. 
ynu can just as well hdfd it to be photographed when tha 

MatoniOtohcsis ^strrtfck^. / merely sent the *thing Along * 
unexpected opportunity in oroer that you might be k®pt abreast 
with doing8 generally and i pray, you noti to put-yourself to any 

i?££? V v nUne ! it# ’ ,h * n with the thing, it 

might be sent, not to mb, but to >eed v 

i 

mis. Alisabeth edwards ttopwerthweita. I; ^ 9 

«dwazd8 &hina and iilasswa^t «o.,- 
aock aall, gent county, 

Maryland. ( 0 u - . - - ■ 

that SltJ cloxl Jy all day with ndw and then a miflttc drizzle 

that -didn t hold up plantation ploughing of oottca fields, spraying 

nut P tne n ?ina? h 2t£S« 0 i w ®^ ra l io ® 8 ^ Ql ^6* P owdX l» wn mowers which 

put tne final-stamp on the record as to, the advent of Sprii5,“or surely 

fi* ™**°**1 sounds/ nothing so convincing as to 4)he final 
arrival: of a new, season irtrhe sound of lawn mowers buzzing around 
along about this time in Marsh. XoJ - 

vsionatt . 6 ao ^ li0 d . . . ; 1 '■ . . r [ha» HO 11*113 


£uco Blrro©': Torino 4nrft 
ij bttu~ i.e&c 


that 
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hom 9 made candy and, —of all things, —hsr pet bronae lamp which 
she asks me to use for a few months in hopes that some passing 
pilgrim may be able to determine the precise meaning of some of 
the symbolism incorporated in the bronze figures of the base of the 

r9p4l0 f in minature of the uarberini tfountainain 
in iiomse, The bronae is almost black and quite beautiful while 
the shade is of stretched rod taffeta, sprinkled over with 
golden bees, ±he piece, athough aery fine, has no place at mcoa 

aad * in its ana P aric it somewhere for the next few 

months until the lady takes it back, 

^ybry is planning to run down to Oakley on the morrow and 
thought i would be interested in accompanying her, but I wasn't and 
I must Accord the l.dy one virtu.. In that eh. did not ^ea the St„. 

And then came Alton Johnston, the negro boy who does the 
I had suggested he try his hand at making a little'afr?can Souse ^ 
having in mind something that might lend itself in sise of a or a iy,„v, a + 
* a,s * “ament that might hold cigarettes or a «e sueh. filot^'nis ’ 1 
J«en he brought forth an African aouse a little more than 
t*° feet in siae. surely, there wouldn't be so much left on a desk after 
such an edifice had been super-imposed on top. But he did a 
nice job of it ana eventually l shall Consign tjae thing to jSllen Aooakt 
or some sueh individual for a doll house, i^have envisioned 1 

nSS aldlhe* ^ *° X 11 * et int0 V bair not too muoh betwe 

■■ -i l V u- jo re io ai Jina3*o;\ o ooJt • * ’ 

In Sunday's Invitation to Penning. Mr. Bryson during the 
discussion of Andre aide's Conn ter fittlrs,* remark?! thJ^he hid 

5 = „. 7e 

a » h s:^„!ed 

m? unda ? th ®y ar# going to have j;va LeGallienne as auest and 

Si8t9 f 8 WiU bQ the TOb ^ 0t l0 * disoumol. g l tLT 

b ? ibtake.atiUf meeting and i am hoping circumstances 
enable me to have a go at it. I suppose tne heSr ePli.io?. 

Jon7th i8nt °h° y ° U t0 naar tilis P ro « ram » "by in the world 
uon t? they ra-bro .doaet such worth while material, a wonder? 

£SJTSi.*« 


x T9iiP. S-'i 33 


Tuesday, liar oh 10th, 19S3. 

wo! r jLioa-i nlri' * J o- si:!J 
idi. :-3 o 15 o' c -5 jo ©no 


.seriVJ'I 1 

,jiRi ASimaeis' 


5 rot; a 


lit: 

iqqia 


aoii ? 


hi 

anol 
<jO . bvl 


Memorandum t 

$ -..3 ...Oil- . I - O'-Vpil ■’ I 1 v •• , XUv. 5 ■ uflU' Y -< 

now nice to have your Thursday letter in today's post. 

.. - coil oiaid edi scotop II© oaei'j-- 

And first off, may i thiunk yo- ttp and for having so - 
thoughtfully maae me acquainted with the several aspects of 
the zeoent difficulties. 1 am under the impression you 
may have smoothed over some of the more deplorable elements of 
the after-n^ath, but it is so characteristically kind of you to 
give me a glimpse of soma of the major outlines and I only 
hope that some of the minor ones did not mount* Up , when taken 
all in all, ijato something that is i’po&eib-le to - stagger under. 
JMa^ally the recent birthday gift of life and the*-ossible 
photographic business in the offing were points that played 
heavily on my mind as A gve consideration to other and more 
pressing matters in your immediate-surroundings. four • 
account of things eases my mind.a little and 1 keep telling myself 
that the understanding is so perfeet that aaoh of ue will always 
feel ?juite free to say so when eiicurastanoes era such that' 
this or that strain should be>kept as light as possible, or at 
1 eat not addtd to, c . cjj • 1 i - 

irojl -iot\l sesa beta d taw on ,a exe* 

That no news should hare been fort booming from ward 
Mordhouee would suggest that hq ,is making', it. 1 am so 
glad you set me straight regarding the oceasion-feX'hiB name 
having been in the news a while baek 1 expect that he had been 
married to some Georgia gal was what I had heard from your original 
report but A had oonfusel the marriage elth an obituary notioe, 
whioh, 1 tfu t, is really q^ite different, 
a'.'r , ; , .3 vsaredaet ixoiiuem icu did eqe ^req A .gnisaoro 

And may I thank you for telling me about the freeslaa. It 
Vae so remarkable that you should have remembered them as one of 
my delight8 so long ago. AOs, a have had a go at raising them 
here but they are really a tropical plant end rquire a bit more 
attention .4(han a was able to. give them at the time, whioh, I 
suppose, was along iq, 1,947. Jkiam .HJaaex the impression that 
I could make, a gp of the* .by keeping an aye on them when the weather 
was on the chilly side, Just tucking them away In that little 
place along there by the side gate when the thermometer got to 
dipping, a little, tpo low. a know of no one in Louisiana who has 
ever had any sucoess with thep, but before we go into the 
matter, let me east about a little with some- of our botanical 


matter, let me oaet about a little with some.of our botanical 
friende and see what the ehanee may be. I shall report on 

; " -naric-n 5urf— .0 - s U 6ealTqi»B ed J'flD-COrts X .31 

• • vir ' - : ,es jn.ic! 3:. df lit* 11 coo ,1 

a uria U , • • ****.•&• 

L amor 
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Wednesday, March 11th, It S3. 


this point within thenaxt lew weeks alter I have consulted 
wit one or two ol the experts. 

I laughed at the thought ol how many people were probably 
screaming tonight alter hearing Loweell Thomas say that 
the Done star state had a million dollar rain today, the rain 
having spread all across the State Irom "San Antonion to 
Shreveport". So lax as X am concerned, rexas can have shregeport 
any time it wishes, but perhaps some ol the Shreveport residents migh 
not subscribe to such an idea. 

■re --j. ovsie old id ' no* dXJ it amt--a isvo .&;uoq : 

he that as it may, the rains did lall all day, -having begun 
last night and continuing throughout the day and it is still 
raining tonight, celeste had some esr.eoial Iriends coming rom 
. some place,' —an K. js. a. executive and his wile, aifce 
‘ plan was lor Celeste and Madam regard to dine in town at noon with 
the people at the homo ol *istiictAttorney hughes, alter which they 
al would repair to “elroee lor dessert at Celste and then have 
a tour. The sphedule waE carried through as lar as Celeste's 
but there the presence ol water converting the garaens into a 
green mud puddle,, the tour was put oil lor another visit, and 
so j. a., ana i Joined the party lor but a briel go at dessert, 
alter which we both withdirew, —he to some place, perhaps 
Alexnnaria and 1 to lucoa where a couple ol guests were Steady 
awaiting me. They were Mrs. nowaxd and some lady Irom Dallas, 
who had reached hatohitoohcs on their way home Irom mobile, and 
wanted to come out to say aowdy. They axe kind souls and apparantly 
quite bravo, —to negotiate t^eCane niver country in suoh 
a damp-ish situation. 

, If la mabry made the Jaunt to 3t. Jfxanoisville, she certainly 
had lots ol dampness .along the way, quite aside .Irom the'Mississippi 
oxossing. X perhaps did not mention yesterday that she spoke 
ol goin to see Mr, Columbue, a railroad man who has a line garden 
in the suburb ol Marshall;, she said he wanted her to bring 
me a present ol a pink lilbe bush Irom .him, as l had given him suoh 
lovely pink crepe myttles when he was here with some ol Celeste's 
Iriends one .July a year or s back. I cert-inly wouldn't be giving 
anybody crepe myrtle trees in July and ^ never gave him any in 
December, ue must have me mixed up in his mind with someone else, 
but it will be nice to have the lilao regardless. 

,ju . jcvo -ij .; -.13 .(on eisg o - .. » < sia ■: ui .'. euuiq 

And speaking ol celASte, it is nine to know you have heard Irom 
her. xn response to ypur inquiry, x think she has not g ven up 
the European Jaunt, but she doesn T t like to be weighted down with 
inlormation about ipplnoes 0 q ^pending trips and so never mentions 
it. x shouldn't be surprised il she does go, —but nobody, including 
hersell, could tell mtil the last minute, but my guess is that 
she does plan the jaunt, espeioally if the D runa b 


iT!0 




j-.il to: 

al 

i . r* ! 


.xae;i3 5ie3irSii. 
:tis urf j d cftned J‘* 


Memorandum! 
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,30a: . 0 to.;3i»i:i a 

~ ' . ;] i 

According to my radio, the flower show is in lull swing, — 
I suppose at Grand Central Palaoe. 

Locally there is nothing very spectacular lor a show, 
but* I must say the white wisteria bushes, both at Axenbourg 
: and xucoa, are quite lovely and somehow put me ip. mind ol. 
what a Gay *90 lountain might hate looked like, had the gay 'SO*! 
ever gone in lor lloral Jets. A 

■ * -xloiii is 

I'hft vantaTdav'fl driasla continued throughout the night 



93oaX 


axe 


he Chinese magnolias oome into lull leal. ,Xhe bumble bees 
In Idll $wing, too, with sawdust silting down from the 


rafters on both galleries at a great rate. 


oox • • a Jnodabavor a .yi 

agn Miss Vaughn ol the ohrevepolt Library oame to see me during 

the morning. She is chairman ol the Louisiana Purohate “ommitttee 

An onmat.M nff AT (VhhflT In ^hTQVMnolt and had Come dOWU 


it 


, CK 3 , 


UilO U1U4 U1.U§. MO -uonumu VJ. * — —--- 

Celebration something or other in ohregfport and had oome down 
to contact j, d,"to Bee about borrowing some 1S03 stull. 

Irom the Melrose Dibraxy. ue told her he knew nothing about 
feuch things nna sent her to see me. .sonTtca edi 

xt seems they want some stull lor May, so 1 take it they are 
going to boat the qrum a iittle earlier than,Mew Orleans. 

~ ™ c krtfli x - i- .... - 

0 -The lady .was hoping to get invited lor the noon day meal, x 
think, but x had some ditching x wanted to attack during 
the alternoon and sot i ma.e the most ol the excitement when 
, i heard a pig sque ling and A terminated the intevitw to go 

em give encouragement to Jaohaoh who had the porker by the tail, — 
the pig screaming with terror and trying to pull himsell away while 
jackson was bracing himsell against being pajHed.; and. what with 
thef‘^uatomirkrin hhloh they iound themselves* A* At bar one budged and 
.lfkniiffVt ^v>n iflero n*f tVia niff mti ffoing through the motions ol 

irlfct tread mill so. that 
, neither animal budged. 

*' 03 11 1 ^Tl.V.eieisiom d'-um < • 


ch 
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i’h« letter from little Miss riamsey speaks for itself. I seem 
I°8t ® n thusiasm for attempting anything in 
that direction, it seems to take so long to bring anything to 
the boiling stage. As a matter of fact, while she herself has 
actually done things for publication she hasn't error rigged up 
her pictures to go with articles we Save attempted and I am 
not worrying myself about when the' next move, if apy, is made. I 
shall advise her there are no flowers to be phtographed on the 
first of ^pril and she will be delighted for that will provide her 
with an added excuse to put off the trip a little further, with 
the Chinese magnolias photographed and plenty of shot of other 
blossoms, —bulbs especially, and no end of picture's of the various 
-houses, i can't see for the life of me why the stuff can t go 
forward without waiting until, say, the orepemyrtles are 

at their best, which will be vune or wulv ■ 

* • 

What l could have rsmarted in my letter to her that would 
suggest I was intersted in doing a book on Jane Alter with her, I 
cannot ihagine. It takes 1 q years to get no where on an article, and 
therefore a book ought to require at least a century, i should 
calculate, 

Then, too, little Miss namsey is going to Just plain collapse 
when she sees the katchitoehes rimes and the Melrose artiole. 

. “ 

In a roundabout fashion, i learned toaay that Jharles *unningham 
is contemplating using much of the material on the Jane diver subject 
mat er in he paper as a basis for a booklet and that i he is 
threatening to telephone me e. ortly to ask if i i will lend a 
hand. I am glad to learn about this in advande so i oan 
the 8 sur?aoe ^ " P oint 01 two before *the matter is brought to 

1 enclose a note from him today which has nothing to do 
with .that matter, however, I know not when i shall get my 
copies of the rimes but hope l may do so by the week end, so 
yours -ay get on their way by Saturday's post at the latest, 
but i know not what the business and pleasaure departments are 
rigging up on their respective calendars for Thursday and** iday. 
and mailing any from here will of course depend upon when they 
actually oome to hand. ™ * * 

‘"" s . 1 •. . - • • • • i - - i 

It is drd«sling again and 1 guess I had better slip out and 
dip a few palefuls, of water out of the pot, for while there's no 
“fJR J* Jff «°!J fi8h browning, there's a pretty go bet that they 
meight readily slip over the edge, wnat'with water all a-drip all 

muoh^motetur«^ 3 1 n * neighborhood. too. 


are •- ; < ©wd ro a beuoldaem bedowc >: 2 

rood isi'l mu 10 hold o tuo1 3 nI eoJ !■ juoI Jucn 
lo hold lioseu o.id Out' 8 oy.o -* tio o J ■>- 3•-ouai v 

; .1 , l.y rt i 8 818S1. : 

Thursday, larch l£th, 1953. 

In., j u ; t c 1 •-•••■-* - 

i . , • c 

. , - c < 

rf ■■ d -f r- -nm ^ ... '* ? 0 - f ' X)l- K ' ‘ ' ' 

r 

ii- -hi oo coitnroap.. HOdnict o. d 4 ir-Qz md dp wo: id If 

t , 

„ , 4 -old . !-■ - 

MeraornadumJ 

A complete cloud coverage, with the thermometer in the 
70’s and the humidity at 9» and 44 one hundredths, so that 
everything and everybody is steaming. 

t_4- 4-v, fvnnlilao dm A Tamn i no A »fc Vi nma to 


foot 1 Juanita has tooth troubles and remained at home to 
day and therefore i dined and a ppad across the fenoe whioh was very 
pldheant. r 

This afternoon Blythe appeared, bringing oatalie aoott with 
her. Blythe said it was her first trip out of town and I was 
glad to see this frist break in hex prolong* vigil, dating 
baofc for quite a whila. 1 last saw Hathalie Seott in -anuary, 19*1. 
She had been staying for a whila with Martha dobinson in 
new Cleans and is heading back for TdskO in a oodple of days. 

Blythe brought soma Taylor's Sherry whioh katalie likes and 
a package in Reynold's aluminum, oontiding three or four doaen 
cream cheese sandwiches made from white bread eprinkled through 
with small wanut pieces, and I»m glad some were left, following 
our sitting, so that I may fortify myself-with them and a 

naa n-P ml I IT - 


glass of milk. 

■ 


sdnei; 


no oosaj aesael 11 0 


naturally <n talking of everything under the sun, we somehow 
skipped any mention of the funeral and I was glad when 

k sight interruption at this point, —first a telephone 
call from town, a d as 1 returned the receiver, another oall, and 

so much chatter ensued that’I forgotten what, —if anything, —i 
_.. ji,., 1 T i.v- rtnTl o MTa -from tnwna nsonla wht 


or® .1 


very nicely. 


. jd agni j 0- .SdSI od rol 
.iS.ia' -o d 


•• 
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I intented mentioned a day oi two ago that ora had 
mentioned the Introduction ol the last book by 
jfxances xarkingson *.eyes and the description ol 
an old plantation along the Mississippi, known as 
Cindy-lou, the author explaining that Cindy-lou was 
'a Corruption in pronunciation by the negroes, the original 
name ol the pi rice being Saint Gloud, II he reads that 
Keyes book, that will really upset wora, I reckon. I 
guess the Qindy-lou business is some made up thing by 
la Keyes, lor I never heard ol a plantation bearing suoh a 
name although the seat t the Bourbon aesoratlon being at 
Saint Gloud in the 1830's, it wouldn't be at ai 1 surprising 
il somebody had given a plantation such a name, 

i should like to see a list ol all the names ol 
plantations in any given county in Mississippi or 
Louisiana. Many ol them might be listed under various 
name8, depending upon the whims ol successive owners, 

^Sometimes plantations must have been split up into various 
parcels ol land'and so become almost impossible to tiaoe, 
exoept alter endless research, i never did lind Tilsit, 
lor example, in the 2nd Greek area. 

And this leads me to reler to some of‘the ouTious 
ppecllications in the original land grants. La Mabry’ 
remarkA that the Spanish grant covering her property to 
ttje fleet ol inatchitotohes, describes It as starting 
Irom a certain point and "running west - .northwest to the 
point that would be reaohed by walking until a eigal, 
being lighteu at the starting point, would have been 
completely 8 oked*. That seems about as deUnite as the one 
near Washington, »iss., uesotibed as all that land which 
the eye can see from a certain low hill at tne beginning 
ol the property. Mo wonaer the ltfgal minas ol the 
lawyers employed by oil companies td aeterminS the extent ol 
oil leasee based on original grants really Have quite a 
time lor themselves. • . d • • 

xhe enclosures sneak lor thomeelves. I can't imagine 
how Mrs. Moore oould write "misere" ; letters to poor miss ael ie. 

-- , V . 

as 1 or the one Irom Lora, x am impressed by,the 1869 
date givenfdr the founding ol Mount *ernon from sofatch, as 
quoted in hi? letter. Il memory serves tae correctly, Audubon 
was Journeying up the Mlesouri in 1§4» in July when he noted 
on the pioture ol the dder ‘ s head that it was painted that day 
"at mount vernon", suggesting there must have been something thsre 
prior to 1853. do things turn and now lor a sandwich and a 
bit ol •‘shut-eye 1 *. 


fliday, March 13th, 1963, 


IS ;U : d • J a . 0 ^ . i 8 - . C • L ' - - - • 

bui nSin or o-J m* 1 v£»u :>f:; a ji h-u-ailib • o 

. &aj . - . . 

; : . ; 

■d. | • i* j Jx 

j X . 


Memorandum: 


I riia» - c i 

•1 V-If V LVi . ( 


xhe sun has been out*today at this bend ol the river, al- 
thought according to my radio you all had the worst deluge in his ry. 


Locally the bayous ara up and what with the heat on the increase, 

everything is steaming and growing mightily. 

* * 


I T^rrrrTT 


91 


rf3 T 


rhree Batchitoohes i'imes go forward to you under separate 
oover in this mail. 


lot 


o 


to: 


1 seem to be quite disappointed in the issue, having understood 
it nae to be rather more exhaustive than it turns out to be. 

But’aside from the paucity ol particulars, there are many points 
ol interest and many ol the bits ol data, —alt ough it appears mostly 
in bit lorm, and many ol the sketohes may well be ol convenience 
a d even value in some future enterprise. And so i guess the thing 

is worth preservation even though it fell far short ol expectations. 

• ■’ v 

r ' f r .‘j rr , 1 •, y / ■ r ^ *•* j . 

1 Instead ol getting the twenty live copies promised, 1 
received but ten. I shall.be able to round up a lew more from 
acquaintances in town and so shall have an ample supply lor 
my needs which, in turn, are considerably reduoed. in view ol 
the material that eventually came to hand. Anticipating your 
oiler to return one ol your cdpies, whioh would be Just exaotly 
like you, let mb hasten to say that I shall have no need lor 
it, the ones whioh have already been promised Me in*town being 
altogether adequate lor my purposes. 


This mor .ing 1 made a round to see ijbout the grandiflora 
magnolia which had been felldd recently. It'? trunk had been 
sawed up and darted oil. Immediately I Jingled the grapevine 
to see il 1 could find ary pieces that had not gone into making 
a file Igr somebody during these recent damp daye. 1 tracked down 
two pretty good sited pieces and these I shall turn over to 
Alton *>arle Johnston, the negro youth so adept at carving things, 

’and so likely to lore sake carving lor oarpentry'if not supervised. 

Mow tne,carving artist will like working with magnolia, 1 know not, 
he cAn try.. A think, in spite ol its slowness ol growth, the 
wood ol the magnolia is inclined to be rather soft, i shall send 
'word lor the youth to pass this way and we shall see what we oan make 


but 


m J f V.A •»» /a a /in a A ocaH ■ . 
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I may have mentioned yesteray that' another 
sign of Spring is manifest at the spillway where big old fish are 
negotiating the barrier fToa the lower level of the bayou to 
the upper level of dane aiver. There was quite a erowd Around 

the place along about first dark, last night and the firsh were 

so plentiful at time, they could be grabbed by any p ii of apt 
hands, beau Mack told me he caught a nice one between 2 and 
3 feet in length. You may be sure there were plenty of 
gigs being put to use, too. rhe Game narden passed that 
• way arond 10 or 11 o'clook and found a gig on uitohell, the axe. 

I believe there is a ten dollar fine and Mitohel made 

a brief trip to'town this morning to attend to his payment, 

Juanita is better but will not return to her pots and 
pans until the morrow, although she wanted to return today, I 
am under the impression Aurellia was guilty of an error in 
Judgement when she declined to come to cook at the big house 
during Juanita’s two days absenoe. l can 4 t blame aurellia for 
not going back to work across the fence but I think fehe 
would have made a happier choice if she had * come forward to 
lend a hand at the big house, it must be admitted that once 
Aurellia has made up her mind to something, she is certainly hard 
headed, but, by and large, that is probably her saving graoe, for 
if she hadn T t possessed Just those qualities all these 
years, she would have been sunk years ago. 

(Jollier's for Maroh 21st, according to the hew Orleans 
radio, is oarrying'en article by uernard *4 Voto about 
the Louisiana furenaee, running'thfough sever la pages, 
and L suppose the Motoh 21 st issue should be out soon. 

I believe we get it around here and 1 shall inquire, but 
i mention it to you, thinking you might like to keep an eye 
. out for it, should you not chanoe to see every week’s copy. 

r t we are promised thunder storms for this week end, which 

m* contribute to peroe. i hope peace 'Without thunder storms 
mny be the lot of little miss Lee over the same period. 

1 L " : 

.b :jl. O b -HJ03 J 10 


ihe enclosure seems to follow about the usual line, 
ihe pertinent setenoe is the one having to do with the 
-discontentment strike”. j.ver since she thought she had pulled 
a smart trick by employing the demented creature, discharged from 
the Melrose kitchen, i have wondered whioh lunatic would crack up 
first, and 1 take it color had to give way to white in 
a tug-of-war under the same roof. 
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Sunday, March 16 th, 1963 . 

;«:-c on loot i eon.'^oviieio - 

, 


■. o.i 


iOfTTil’S 

.tic 1 

3 dno^i' 

rro.i'.i 


•Truro-. lo r 

. i 


rthat a busy week end,' with the weather trotting out • 

* variety of arrangements that were ’*aried to 

make each turn of the hour glass record something excessive 

and different. , 

; datura ay eaw 3 ox 4 Inches of rain ^o Mmporatnr. 

remained warm. hayou sautiona oonti^ua to bs furth I 

inundated By antar Wair will rise further within *“■ 

3 or 4 days as the water trlctl.e down from th. Uontrosw , , 
hills, but there is no danger of a flood, i think. 

xhe deluge wasn’t sufficient to discourage all pilgrims 
but it kept down the numbers, un Saturday night there 
was much blustering on the part of the wind, and while 
it blew things around a bit, it never reached tornado proportions 

in this 'area. 

This morning oawnad ‘cloudless and the flow or pilgrims 
was excessive until dark. , 

xhere w? s a ooi ccidenoe dr two that tended t0 ^-^hten 

sleep. 

I'Vm third or four group arrivixig after dinner today 

siamas. oats, for 1 thought a in * 

said as much over the radio from urennon 8 restauif-nu 
aourbon an a 9:30 broadoast a week ago She 
she had been guilty of such an "airing 8 said she had o°»e 
here because some one that night had spoken of JjS JJ°? 

enthusiastically, i recall that alon.o bandaford had B..n on 

the air from the same place on that night, and pe hap 
been the person to s edk of the ilatohitioches coun ry, 

* ‘ # . ..... 1 
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in the next group 1 unaertook to impart the 
Glories, —they numbered 7,-1 was told that two of 
the people hailed from lo»». , 1 told the man and his »lie 
they were' precisely the peo'ple I had been waiting to see and 
that by some clairvoyance 1 coula not explain, 1 felt they 
lived in the neighborhood of Mount Vernon, rhey both ne rly 
collapsed on the spot, for they lived 3 miles from the center 
of town and had never supposed anybody out sloe of Iowa had 
ever heard of Mount vernon. *‘rom them, I got the name of 
> 1 . Kussell wole, iresdaent of oornell college, to wh* i 
shall write about an audubon Memorial plate, don t you think 
so. 1 thought this chance meeting, in view of all the talk 
about Mount vernon was odd indeeed.’ 

nut there were other pilgrims and still others, ana along 
about 4, when 1 thought i was uone with the business, 
i Staggered bek to rucoa, shouting as I entered my bouuoix: 

“If i ever seen another pilgrim.when, Loi 1 

discovered there were three people sitting in the living 

room, —all of whom exploded in merriment at my chatter t0 

myself. It* was the 'lady doctor, her husband and a friend. 

nr. rileanor eyed me some what professionally and told non 

to*go to the car and bring in thethermos bottle of 

Martinis, for obviously I needed a pick up. ^on complied 

and as he and the guest required the sam« medeoine, the 

“r.J olhihoa a Inert whll. «: alcanor, declining, i.lat.i 

many an enisode of current town doings and the half hour 

of their visit p ssed siftly enough. I wne glad of the pick U P» 

took for as 1 turned back from the slue gate on saying gooobye 

to them, x was confronted by a youthful physician from Alabama 

ana two or throe acquaintances, xhus the any spelled itself out 

until first uark, when crossed the fence for sup er, — 

and here 1 am now. 

xhe lady doctor had brought me a note from .Beaufort where 
she nnd paused on her way aon here. 1 shall enclose the 
note from Beth. she takes the opportunity to thank me 
for my gift, she refers to a plate of the Wane "iver country 
which 1 sent her when it c*.me out, —which must have been 
months ago. Jfrankly, I didn t know she knew how Jo write, 
hut this note indicates she has at least been iiistruotec 
in forming i words. 

Iwas sorry ora's article didn't get into t. e magasine 
section, for i think it the best in the paper. I must say 
the id swell article was well done, too. wince he can write, why 
does hd have to do ; ‘birde anc bees stuff, -out it 
is time to fold, although 1 must knock off a few letters 
as to Miss uellie, Charles, miss ^ate, etc., ana tnenne to bed.... 


Monday, March 16th, 1963, 


10 .. 


Memorandum i 

< . 

More clouds, more drizxle, more greenery, with the 
explosions of purple in the dirotion of the wisteria in ever 
inoreas ng intensity and the white wisteria suspending longer 
and longer clusters, redolent with a perfad like.honey and withal 
nnite a-buaa with billions of bees. 

Avery day presents its reasons for thanksgiving and I am 
so grateful that the pilgrimage pattern of yesterday didn't prevent 
mo from hearing the hoGallienne direct quotes and observations 
concerning dhekov's The fhree Sisters". 

1 

1 hope you heard it, too, >nd if you did, I am sure you 
were impressed by the redsons for tne existeuoe of the three 
sisters, perhaps the only three oultigated people living in 
n oity of a hundred thousands souls, with all the other 
999,997 being dolts of the first water. Ihere was'something 
about it reminding me of oertain reoont 'correspondence in which 
the rematk was made that one sometimes wonders why this or that 
line of endeavor seems to go on without offering any particular 
exouse for itsolf. as was stressed in the Sunday program, 
the wonderful thing about the preeenoe of the three sisters 
in the town, keeping bright the flame of civilization, is 
the fact that9 people coming in their 'traintill appear because 

f 

, , » 

they cultivated the field, and after tue 9 will come 81, and so 

willciviliiation spread for the deleoation of the many because 

the few had the courage to hold high their lamps on their 

solitary Journeys. I thought the idea so pleasant and it 

goe8 without saying that the mental telepathy department was 

working o er time but' madly. 

* 

I learned today that had I not had so many oars in front 
of the gate yesterday / i might have had other visitors. Believing 
as x do that five cent oigars should he' handed a palm whenever 
they attempt something outside the making of money, I penned j. H. 
williams a line of congratulation on the article which actually 
Ora had ^ut in presentable form. It seemp. he was so entranoed 
with the letter, he dropped everything and headed down with way to 
thanks me, but seeing so many people here, beat an immediate 
retreat. 
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Tuesday, March 17th, 1963. 


In the loading department, I continue to flonnuer 
around with nothing of especial interest to keep me 
a wate when X get around to call it a day, 

i*o hand has come something or other called 
"The Magnificient Gentury" which I hoped might be the 17th 
hut whioh turns out to he-1,200 or some such, with England 
as the base of the soulfling. I guess the twelve hundreds 
were about as exoitingyears as any but except for the 
vast amount of church building that went on all across 
Europe, “raagnifieient" seems to be an adjective that isn t 
especially suited, 

I think I did not get around to mention one amusing 
bit of chit-chat coming to hand yesterday during the visit 
of the lady doctor, in speaking of the xformons, she 
remarked that she had felt as though her office haa been 
invaded during the visit of the Briarwood gals bent on 
seeking professional service. ?or it seems that Garolme 
on each go-round has rushed through the waiting room, 
heavily populated with people, bearing an impressive 
bouquet of flowers which she pressed into the lady doctor s fao 
after entering the consulting room,'exclaiming on the fieauty 
of God's ore a ion and then seemingly with oasualness to 
remark that since she had already achieved the sanctum 
sanctorum, she might as well stay and have the doctor take 
care of her ailments. • But it seems the lady doctor wasn t 
so easily bowled over on either occasion and after 
thinking her for the floral offering, recommended with some 
firmness that she retire to the waiting room to await her turn, 
rhe hilarious aspect of the business is the fact ox that 
of all the peopl in the world who apparently have nothing to 
do and al day to a it, Garoline is that person so far 
as her own evaluation of 1'ime goes, ana yet she is the 
first one to think up a polite bum£s rush to 
clip -off a sitting wnile awaiting the contaot with 
her physician. 

The somewhat endless enclosure is of no 
interest but I send it along regardtless, and if you read 
it or not you will have lost or gained nothing. It seems 
to give some side light on what one young gentleman 
has to get through life in San Pranoisoo. Apparently 
he is enjoying it all, and perhaps that, iS all that matters. 

The whole existence seems a little pointless at the moment, 

. but much Less so than a flock of people around here who find ev 
1088 in San PranoiBoo although even that source reports it as 
•a darling place". 


s~ 


h am. r j <V ; 


v i . ..a 


Memornadura: 

. 

If your weather was like ours today, your Irish fellow oititens 
had ample sunshine to pardde up 5th avenue and get high on 1st, 
end and 3rd,, both of which lines of endeavor seems to have long 
typified Manhattan St. Patrick’s *ay. 

• 1 - - .• * * 

and today was tne wedding anniversary of the *•. L. fl.'s, 
and I hope it was filled with lots of happy memories for the lady. 

Last night x believe I reported the death of one Gleveland 
Burden, --"Manuel's oousin". <*nd since then i have 
heard two or three people, of color speaking of "Manuel's 
cousin" and especially “Manuel's wife". It seems the funeral 
will net be held until this week end, whioh seems laggardly enough 
in view of the speed white folks go in for. And then 
there is the matter of Glemenoe >nd it is said that last 
week, "Manuel'8. cousin", becoming possessed, of the idea 
that hi'« days were numbered, drew Glemence's Old Age Pension money 
he had been holding, and presented it to her, and along with 
the money, a mighty fine cow. Mid so that association seems 
to have coroe to a termination differing muoh from former 
marriages and definitely on the surprise side to everybody, 
inoludi g, of all. people, I suppose, one Glemenoe. 

yn the home front the most difficult problem at the moment 
is the food situation. 1 "nch day we all agree we are going to 
. cut down on the amount consumed and each day dunita sitrs 
up dinners and suppers more deleotble than those of the aay 
before, and all our good wishes come to naught as our 
busies expand to nlrnming proportions. I*anrnow trying a 
new method of diet, sticking more or less to a single dish, 
otr the- assumption that by tasting r variety of different ones, 

I probably would eat mor than if x restricted myself to only 
one or two. At dinner i couldn't resist the soup which was 
wonderful, but i did jump the rice, candied sweet potatoes, cold 
ocabbage salade with tons of dressing, corn muffins, hot rolls, 
spngnetti and meat balls, spinach and corn fritters, but 
i did have a go at a big olu poTk oho p and thought j. was 
going to say "But, jmo“ to a desert-, but when it turnd out to 
be a marvelous bwena puading, with elegant flavoring including 
nutmeg ana spice and a cream covering, i just through in 
• •the sponge and aamittd that I was stink before getting well 
started, uut of habit, x 


I 
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I sipped at a demi-tasse, tut 1 was already so stuffed 1 
aoulun't even finish the coffee, hut tnese are busy days 
in physioal exertion so perhaps i should complain too much 
about the er.oellenoe of the food and the extra weight i seem to 

be of all thi8 l00d talk# "nd the worst part 

of it is that I begin to feel myself feeing hungry. 

on Sunday 4. remarked that the paper carried an announcement 
of the death of *r. rtilkhson of the a. s. r ©. Press. I reckon 
Manhat an papers.-.may have carried it, too, but 1 pass it along 
just in case they didn‘t. 

only last week a had written Martha ^obinson that under 
no consideration was the Melrose manu aoript to be submitted 
to a.. o. u. ness, mow that the ^resident of the rress 
will be a new personality, and, let us hope,-no ( t on too intimate 
terms with the s. G. henrys, seem to find myself a 
little more i different on that score. 
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lo saoiferJtxo; 

now nice to have' your letter of the 14th. 


xt 


02 . 1 0 €3: uc i 
orid 


was such a lovely ohat and, as always, h. not only learned so 
mtich but gainbd so much pleasure that the day, already 
radiant, seems e be equally so even though the sen has 
already felid below the nontrose hills# 


to 


rx 


„ i A* 


ura telephoned me too ay to thank me for having so highly 
recommended the lady doctor to her consideration years ago. ura‘s 
physician, ux, uorooran, or some such, dropped dead the other 
day and so the lady doctor had been consulted. Ura said 
she liked everything bout hr. Eleanor and that she left 
the cons' lting room feeling that her case had bee taken unuer 
consdiderntion by a sympathetic and intelligent physician, 
in view of the normon entry into the .vorsley office, as mentioned 
•in a Memorandum of a day or so baofc, it is interesting to 
remark that Ora, knowing nothing about that, said to me 
that one of the things she liked best started Blap at the 
outset, following her arrival in the waiting room. An 
old coloreu woman hau arrived just a littl^ before her, and 
when the lady dootor appeared, she smiled at both 

... , . . : •. -r. ... X 

patients, —she has known u X a socially for years, —and 
learning from the secretary which of the ladies haa arrived 
first, asked the ola colored woman' to oome in first. Might 
then and there she knew she was in contact with Juet the 
kind of a physician she wonted to establish professional 

relations w}th. ...... 

I didn t do mboh radio listening last night and 1 
expect to d 6 eveh less tonight, but I can always skip miecal 
programs on 3t. Patrick's i>a^, since they naturally axe all 
Irish ditties and I must eny 1 would never push Grandma out of 
the window for thb majority of thek, I hope you were 
rble to negotiate oroes* town alright today, what with the 
inevitable parade. '1 have thought of you so often. 


. 

op 


. r , fr i . ' . - *1 : r 

jl shaj .1 write adi in pursuance of your requ 
- letter will go forward in tomorrow's post. I sh 

to send the films either to me or direotly to yc 
sure he will'be'deliahted to aoeomaodateJ 


ir.Tt 

I I ^ gjupf do©ions si 

i*can well imagine how pleasant ti must h. ve been 
to have a little hr rather on Saturday, and i reckon the 
promise of such was worth the sacrifice of the oabbath. 
une sometimes wonders in view of the huey days from 
Monday through vrlday if a *eiiaration of xndependenoe wouldn* 
hate some justification when.it comes to how the week end 
is to be spent, but a realise perfectly well that peace without 
a declaration is sometimes the wiser oourae, and i rejoice that 
we hrfd the opportunity_to compare notes a little regardless. 

v 1 Ti.!\ocsGliao.T *# h—tL and the 

shall ask him 

_ „„„ ___ you. 1 am 

surd he will'be'delighted to noeomeodate.' 

, 0 QV * * 1 . “ ' ,, * . 

. j 1 1 How nioe it is to learn that yen had an opportunity 

to sampl Eleanor Olaxk's opus and that you liked it so much. 

Yes, i thought the chapter,on jtja% oata waa wonderful, —as 
entertaining a chapter on suqh a subject as a ever ran aoross. 

H3L on W ^ a rr rmc 7a W xTevari I 

-on : so hind of you to paaq alon^r particulars about tha 

txop lady.* 1 had* he aid nothing fib out her and so> all your 

Information, was uite informatiy^.jc. Xfcere were three youths from 
.1 lioua Grekt 0 Britain here today, —something *p 0 ut some international 

—r_ —' — J — — of them seemed quite 

Mi88 Clark, and 
__- told me he 

thought Miss Clhrk wns an AmepieenLalthough he wasn't certain. 
That wee all he knew, and now you have settled that and a 
hundred other pointe all in one facile sentence. 

; 71 ■ J 0X7 

. nftfl —0"' ^ V sA . 3 IvlO OJ ife 0 , 

You ask about additional -pariieulars about Hadrian's Villa. 
I think the Villa has been -Quite .thoroughly, blue orinted. 
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I don't know if you have aooess to that listing of 
French books, -*-ths big old two volume set that usea to 
grace Foreign rublioations. Perhaps the Public library 
has one such. anyway, i think the drawings of 
Hadrian's Villa in a folio, then cositing, —then being 
in the 1930's, about 3f franos, and the thing was listed, 

I believe, Under the name of Barjoux. i'his is only a guess, 
and it may be that in my folio on the -hateau of Marly, which 
was also stirred up by barjoux, L may find the thing aoout 
Hadrian's Villa listed. After reading Mss Clark s lovely 
descriptions of the place, i was so eager to see these 
drawings and intended looking in the Marly folio before 
now. I shall oast about a little, see who published the 
Marly thing as sketohed by “arjoux and perhaps disoover the 
publisher, whioh might also be helpful.’ Obviously the 
Villa must have been about the most extensive bit of architecture 


i? oon • •- 


o flo: o 


in ancient Home ana it ought t o make a re-reading of the 
Clark opus aoubly interesting. 
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And may I- thank you for the several literary tid-bits 
you passed along, all of whioh constituted news for me. 

■‘■he southern writers still seem to get themselves into that 
category and Lion Feutchwattgler promises to oorae up with 
another historical novel that certainly ought to be 
• slap in the middle of our favorite century, it seems the 
research into Franklin, — "Arms For America* is going to 
h,ve it8 counterpart in the Frenoh rustic philosopher's blogrphy. 
Let ue xeoonmmd this mos t ■‘urgently to the library of Congress 
when the next book list appears. It has been several 
hours since I learned the title, —pe haps it is something 
like "Mis Folly-To Be Wise", whioh, 1 suppose, was 
inspired by the famous line: "If Ignorance is bliss, 

'twere folly to be wise*,. - or some suoh. 

, 

r I know so little about old Jean «*aoqutfa Rousseau that 

anything 1 read about hfi will be informative, and although 
I have always been under the impression he did not 
list oharm among his various assets, still, the portrait 
may Be more satisfying to everybody that pibasso 1 s 
hoc Portrait of Stalin whioh seems to have kicked up suoh a 
racket la Frenoh Communist circles,* .and besides, it is 
quite possible that the biographer mfcy suooeed in giving 
us as rauoh of a portrait of theilth oehtury as of 
one of its more notable oitisens, so the reading ought to 


JiiO 3 i 
s bita d 
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be good regardless. 

And here we are at the foot of the page already, and how 
pleasant it has been to ohat. As your week end, so is our 
today quite summex-ish with the thermometer in the upper 
•O's, with.mo liking it. 


do ; - 


u > if J n ; 3 
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Thursday, March- 19th, 1963. 
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Memorandumj 

X" - v v : . ; ,..3 Jli II j A tlO-il) v X- . j - J* 

now nice to find your most elegant letter of Tuesday in 
this morning's post. . x am us impressed by the speed with which 
it came as by the slowness with which mine have been dwaddling 
to you of late, i might add, while on the subject, that 
both yesterday and today, the postmu was an hour, ahead of 
schedule, so that both Tuesdays and Wednesday's memos will 
probably be at least a day behind schedule. 

• ' 

f i must say x am floored by your thoughtfulness in thinking 
about the audubon inscription, and equally amased that you 
could set yeur hand to t same with such speed, jrrankly, i was yearning 
to have,the inscription below the doe's head but was on the 
. point of writing to Mary for it, not wanting to bother you, — 
and Loj there it came to hand from your true hand. Bless your 
heart and industry and thoughtfulness, all rolled into one. 

j • 

i reckon the OQlliers and the illustration will be coming aong 
in a 4»y or qo, and i shall look them over with the keenest of 
interest* .j . • »• : ’ : 

1 , — 

xou proba ly gathered by a letter reaching you subsequently that 
i'was interested In the ue *oto item, as i had metioned having heard 
it spoken of over theair* uf course x didn't know about the 
illustration nunber,. both .of which x am going to relish. 

x'm glad you told mo of the ^e »oto volume of which i had 
not heard, if utessrq. xewis and Glarke appear in that volume, x 
should like to reaa it foz them ns well as other particulars. 

J j .. . ’ji. J . AjJ , 0.: .1 >'• 00-* ‘1 

>8 for the skotoh o£ the afriem house, I'm so glad you like 
it and it is .so nlo© of you to send suoh warm congratulations, ihere 
is no rush at all about getting it back to nock hall, 1 for all they wai 
it for is their files, so don't hurry about sending it to 
la uowperthwaite. m LI 

u- eJ i j - ouo o3 wo.i ftonx ouLoxa- ii *«i£*.^ Zfr**?' 1 

. • _ ^ ^ i _ * is , A. nl#.' ». . J.* if r i 1 A X « 


I'm so.gljid you told me about at*- rami having metamorphosed 
from rig * 8 hyp* shat a name. The oitiznee will never live that o 

oebeecr d or r: ? ^ • 

The account pf your rains and your travels and your impending 
pre-caster guests makes me.exhausted for your sake.'' Let us hope 
the whole posse doesn't decide to turn to the big city for 
i a frolic which would probably be Just that‘for them but not at all 
for little Miss xee. *nd while they, —in part or in whole* are a 


one down. 


are about. 
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please don^t try writing but rather oonserve any chance extra moment 
for catching your breath. 

i had not heard of the two visitations of ueath on the ,oarueh 
family anu i thank, you for advising me. woulan t you love to know 
where the sailing name stems from* 

iiillspaugh *rug telephoned me today asking for some more 
urandpere plates, l reckon there will he some coming along from 
nock nail before very long, it is nice to know they ar> still 
enjoying a measure of popularity in town. . 

hast night i stumbled over a, tfolumbia uroadeast from 
station * W'a, Loyola university of t*ie south, wit studios in 
the Kooeevelt notel of «ew Orleans and was surprised to heard they were 
having a faculty ranel, as it is called when several professors 
participate on this‘or that' subject, xhe subject was none other 
than Madame oe pompadour, with rrofessor omythe of the faculty, — 
the author, sitting in, and a gugst joining the professors in the 
person of Alice wa^worth uraham. Alice, who is 40-ish and of vast 
charm of’soeech and manner, sounued like a shrew of;70, and 
k_still cant understand how ttye radio could do her so badly* — 
as Unlikely qn impression as the average oamera shot with irs. 
noosevflt. >8 for the t> ; lh, it was about as stupid as anything 
i have heard, first they got off on the question whether Mine. de 
jpompadour was "a malignant politeal foraa", followed by the question 
ae to whether all women are. and from that paint, when i want to 
shout j “now about men being a malignant force in politics'*, - some 
numb-skull observed that iouis aV, "of course 11 was a muoh greater 
man than Aouia Al\», which cert inly showed something or other, 
and then the jrrenoh consul v*eneral got in his say which wat to the 
effect that uuae, de rompadour, not being a legitimate wueen, couldn't 
possibly have been a good force, ete., etc*. etc. 

ihe whole business from the sound of jtlioe‘8 voice to the 
opinion 1 8 expressed were equally cookayed, although i* am glad to 
day that *li e, who certainly knows nothing a^out lit oentury 
rranoe and xX. omythe, did say that anybody who patronized the 
*rts as she did, bui^ld dlysees ralaoe, the ^oole Militaixe and 
established the m»nu aoturing plan of oevexes oouldn t have 
been wholly without some jnerit. v -- • ' . 1 

1 , ■ \ .. „ r • - • ■ ..oli" x. :j * 

I thought you hit the nail slap on the head whan you remarked 
how nioe it would be if Carolyn only knew how *° cooperate ,he way 
Charles "unningham does ip getting atuff into print.Anothex 
"mi sere" about Carolyn ie the snapshots of Oakley, taken expressly for 
my be elit. 1 need them so badly, needed them so badly a couple 
of weeks baok. But I'll make it without them, and yet how 
muoh Carolyn looses by her dwaddling. -• But in spite of* this 
sour note, hbw nioe it fias been conversing together today and 
again I bless you for all the nice things you are forever doing for 
me. 

1 , 0:>. Cti TO 1 i*i— « 


unirii- 


. . jrriday. May 20th, 1963. 
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May 1 tell you that the copy of Collier's and of 
Illustration came through nicely in today's post and that 
I am deligfted to hafeboth. 

• ■ . . •_ ■ ■_ i *' 

I am particularly appreciative of your synopsis df the 
Illustration article qbout Louisiana, hobody else on earth would 
have ever thought of doing such a thing for ma, let alone 
taking the trouble to transcribe the gist from one language 
1 into another Ay sotting forth the salient points, you have 
' provided me with data of value, and on one point mentioned by 
the authro conoerning failury to find people who would 
speak french with him, I sould like to speak at 
length a little later in this memo. 

• 

And it goes without saying i was delighted to see all 
the illustrations in both colliers and the other french item. 
i*he appearance of illustration seems to have*been amazingly 
ohanged since last i view it. "Greatly altered* would be 
- the way la marquise de .Sevigne might have expressed it. 1 
suppose this change may be due to many reasons, including 
paper ehorrtagee in Europe, for i notice that not only is 
the general design and layout quite different hut that 
a very inexpensive grade of paper is sandiwched in between 
the better graaee, giving the strangest sort *ol 
impression as one turns through the magazine. 

.. • ' J ' ' J , . . : nr. . 

And may * c ngratqlate you on your amating memory 
in recalling that conoord in aatohea had a horseshoe' staircase. 

It cert, inly did and the laet i knew the stairs still remained 
although^ the old-mapsion itself burned a number of years back. 

■ . ... i itfti xonnld rot c ; • 

1 believe I recggnlze the house in the present issue* 
it is Aienzi, deep in the heart of the viaJun country, being 
n bouta half or perhaps a full mile from the oentex of 
rhebadoux, —e town you may reoongize even though 4 have 
forgotten how to spell its name. I think I may have mentioned 
the place before, as x have visited there with the Madam in days go 
by 6 . . , : aa olio ^ * 
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Kienii was a great sugar, plantation, curing the 
lean years of* reconstruction, when old Mies hieudivine was 
feeling the financial pinch of the times, she did 
fine needle wort for Mrs. Allen, the mistress of rtinzie, I 
thint, although the Madam never said so precisely. But she 
did used to tell me two characteristics of Mrs. Allen which 
I have probably mentioned before, she was terror stricten by 
any suggestion of a thunder storm and on afternoons when 
her carriage was waiting for her at the foot of the horseshoe 
stLarcase to tate her for a drive in the country, Mrs. Allen, 
if she caught sight of the smallest sort of a cloud on descending 
the staircase, would cancell the carriage and turn baok into the 
house, mts. Allen always wore gray and her gray crepe de ohine 
gowns and especially the taffeta ones, with which she always wore 
Jet ornaments, were orations of restrained eleganoe beyond 
compare, and' this is where i suspect Miss hieudivine came in, — 
whenever the seamstress fashioned a new frock for Mrs. Allen,* 
the lady Would inquire what the charge ior making the dress 
might be, and in making payment, would invariably express 
her appreciation or the hanidwork by giving the seamstress 
twice the sum asked, uer.charity was proverbial in the 
niensi region where she was beloved by everyone and in the 1940*s 
people who had known her were still bemoaning the cruel twist of 
rate that resulted in urs. Allen dying, poverty stricken, while 
•as a char woman, she was scrubbing floors in the flew urleans 
uharity Hospital. following the collapse of the sugar market, 
and nienzi had gone to the wall, Mrs. Allen had simply withdrawn, - 
no one knew where, —until death claimed her, curing those 
years of povefty, 1 hope God held .back the olouds over the 
orescent *ity every day at the time poor Ur. Allen had to venture 
out from her attic chamber to get to her work of floor scrubbing 
at the hospital, , 

... • J.K. i J u. »»»*.< -" 1 * 

According to the weather man, opring arrived official at 
4:10 this afternoon, a didn't feel any particular Jolt at 
the time, as i was bogged down with *orth Carolina pilgrims, 
x'he day ims been a busy one, and withal ouite pleasant both as 
to weather and people, *our business men, --K. a. a, and 
•A, i. and x . men were expected for dinner but instead of 4 
nine actually arrived to grace the board. The were all quite 
civilized and it wae as pleasant as oould be, « 

T. 'i q i • * *• f i iCi t Li::! £ £’ •' -l * •' '■ 1 -a i i • 

1 enjopd hearing the usoar awards from Hollywood last night 
but found it odd this movie business should have been 
sponsored by -f.u,*. television, as though the Baptists were 
sponsoring a Oatholio sun rise Mass, or some suoh, 
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In tomorrow's post, along with this letter, but under 
* separate cover, goes.forward a clusy package, 1 advise 
you in advance_so that on receipt, it may be opened tue 
easier if ypu have a knife or shears to out the outer carton, 

I found one carton that fitti reather snugly into another, 
and thinking this aoub;% wrapping would protect the 
porcelain contents, I made use of same, although a fear you 
may find it difficult to open. I have included a couple 
• paper bags in the package, so that you may make use i 
them, if you please,, on opening the package, and casting all 
the boxes and newspaper stuffing into a trash can that 
may, l hope, be handy bye, 

J 0 1 • - 

: what with high winds ana heavy rains today, i got an 
" opportunity to do two or three things 1 had ho-ped to do 
this week end, including an opportunity to turn thro gh 
the Illustration and the jolliers at leisuro. And the mention 
of illustr tion recalls that in Friday's memo i. mentioned X 
wanted to go a little further into thp matter of .Louisiana 
' Lajuns’ ana' the frequeney witn which they decline to speak 

their brand of jrrenoh with Europeans, This is based in large part, 
i think, from or on tne faot that Auropeans, --a»d for all I 
know, people from every won^inent, in laughing at pronunoiations 
different from acoustomed speeeh from wnenee they hail, A 
feeling of •*shame-face" tends.to aevelope and conversation tenas to 
trickle away ox oorae to a complete halt, I have seen it happen 
time and again tjhat a uajun ould xathex make strenuous efforts 
to speak in Aqglish to’a European of .Latin origin than employing 
the language wih which they axe both basically aoqua nted. 

Xi - iV ^ * ddf(9*t ‘ £0H. Fl! iJ .w 

what is most, surprising about this matter is the fact that 
very often the nurooeen is a cultivated person, most considerate 
of other people's feelings and yet, at the same time, apparantly 
unmindful of the faot thathe is causing embarassment on the part 
of the uajun if he laughs at the pronunciation or turn of a 
phrase In uaiun *renoh that differs from the language of the 
native wymnehman. X know not J.f this same thing happens uith 
other nationalities in ojhpjr. sections of America and elsewhere, but 
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l have heard it said that Scandinavians living in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota speak their anoestral tongue as infreouently as 
possible with travelers from uorway and Sweden, and i have assumed 
this may be the reason, xt seems odd that this lack o 
imagination should be so widely spread, but it seems to be so. 

It is perfectly true that i.find many a word or phrase, —as 
x am forever remarking, to be everything from slightly amusing 
to hilarious, but as a,matter of oourse, x try nev* to bat an eye¬ 
lash before the person or members of that person's same social 
scale x suppose all of sometimes pay too high a price for our 
merriment but it soems lamentable, indeed, that people unwittingly 
should so often oqt themselves off from pleasant oontaots with 
their fellow man by such a surprising lack of imagination, 

^ t 

well, so, much for that, and x suppose x shall return to 
the subject again on occasion. 

. ■ ' 1 . - < ■ 

Saturdays weather was perfect and one conse-uenoe was 
the flower ng of the lemon tree along the front gallery, —the tree 
sent by mx, -arness a year or so ago. It’s nerfume is marvelous. 

And a other conseuenoe of the fine weather was plenty of pilgrims 
and a few miputes before supper, the last o them were Just leaving - 
the xresiaent of uentinary college, - when the t.enks blew in, xhe 
latter, fou strong, remained for supper which, surprisingly enough 
they ate this time, x think both husbana ana wife were sober 
and nothing reached the pitch it inevitably aoes when either ar both 
are high, __ . , 

iarly Saturday afternoon, Mrs. ooombs and *re. hood came 
down to visit with Madam rtegard ana drop ed by to see me for a few 
minutes and to preent me with several copies of the magasine 
seotion of xhe Aimes which they had badgered out of uharles 
uunningham. x had purchased these, thinking people like 
Miss inellle, la storm, etc,, would enjoy looking at the pictures 
but -delivery had never been made and in order to for stall the purchas 
purchase money being retwned, x was glad to employ my agents to 
secure these copies, x rolled up a flock of these this afternoon 
ana thought of nerr telly as x glanced at my downy couch ana noticed 
all the outgoing material, especiall from the ochroaer department. 

, o -j i ~ 

static raaae toaay•s xnvitation to ^earning difficult to hear,but 
x aia get the announcement, that allis er Mcuook and olifton raaiman 
are to be guests next aunuay ana tha sounas wonderful. Must 
fola now but not my thoughts..,,.. 


oJ .')0 is -‘doa • • 
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Monday, March &3rd, 1962. 
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now nice to find your Wednesday letter in today's post, 
and may x thank you most hdartily for having held my hand 
which had already penned correspondence which, in view of 

• the ~udubon mater you so thoughtfully brought forward, 

.might have esused endless confusion. 

i am perfectly convinced that Mary Whitaker misread 
uort union into Mount Vernon. 

t AZ iO 0-u8 ItfaiJUtO \jCT- i tfx 41>Q 

i»obod on earth but you would have, caught this error, 
r.nd again, as so often in the past, x marvel at your diligence, 
wisdom andr kindness, 

«, : 01 Ui3 zi ban!1 1 . o bem 

in going* through the Audubon journal fox 1842, it 
struck me that Audubon had fdiled to mention the name. 

Mount vernon, because he had already jotted it down on his 
doe head drawing, and like many another diariest, probably 
tends to skip various points in one or another type of entry if 
the particular point may have already been dwelt upon in 
some other commnnication, —or as in the dpe head episode, 
x'ox if memory serves me correctly. Mount vernon never appeared i 
the aotual Journal, -.1 suppose you may be {acquainted with 
that work, —perhaps in two volumes, which, x believe is rather 
rare, as it probably noiex went through hut a single edition. 

«• • .... 'j 

Checking on the dates of June 30th - July 3rd, in the 
journal, --which, if l recall, represents direot sproduetion, 
inculuding odd spelling in the original manuscript, —no, 
mention was made of either the doe's^head ox mount vernon, 
but sinoe we thought we had a notation in Audubon s own hand, 
the* assumption was that the master, satisfied that he had 
covered the point on ths ^rawing, didn't reneat the data in 
the Journal, __ ,*j olie^soctfs lo m 

■ * 

< And so we shall drop, —or least hold in abeyance, the 
Mount vernon, xowa, project, ana it seema logical to oast about 
next to determine in what spat* tfoxt anion may now be located, 
if, indeed, there he any such place today, and if there is not, 

* try to determine if sometime doen throu h the years, ths 
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original nnme of Fort union may have been changed to 
something like fig's -Bye, or some such. it would oertainly 
be rem rkable if we should find Fort nion do; s 
exist, either uder th t name, or some later one and 
that it boasts of some sort of an educational istitution. 

in the nean time, i shall try checking with Alice or 
.Mary about the fort Uni on matter, just to be positive, 
neither of them are much at writing letters and I shall have to 
contact Alice-through «oan and Mary through Mrs. o. tt, nenry. 
It's,a bore not to be able to write either of them directly. 

in the post bringing your letter oame a re-done 
Oakley deisgn that is as charming as thfidrpus Ghristi one 
was not. It is fascinating to*see how nina, in seeming to 
carry out in detail my original sketch so utterly unlike anythin 
i .intended conveying, and how nor. otewart, having only 
, nina's sketch to go on, succeeded as by telepathy,* ln bringing 
back into existence precisely what i had* originally envisioned 
and outlined in my sketched which he never saw. i was able to 
get the scotch back into the out-going mail this morning, 

and so the ting will probably go into production forthwith, 

• 

i att; f ohed a clipping from last xhurs ay's uatchitoohes 
rimes which speaks for itself. it was so kind of you to offer 
to return some of your copies, but x assure you X have already 
rounded up as many h8 1 needed. — < - 

t 

X reached the bottom of the page last night before 
mentioning yesterday's young tornado, i'he unmistakable roar 
surged up auring a heavy rain along about 2 p.m., and * 
although it blew things about k bit on the Cohen plantation 
between her and magnolia, it only trim d a few trees of dead 
tranches at Melrose, we are in a bee tine between xdesvilie 
and Winfield w ere in the former place a man was killed aid 
in the latter several houses set off their foundations, so 
X guess we were lucky in not loosing so much as a shingle. 

* 

I might add that if you haven't been through too may 
of this type of atmospheric phenomenon, —heaven knows you have 
experienced enough, as have all people, of the human variety, 
one is usually able to deteot the- a.ppr oach of the thing 
in time to be-take ones self to a cyclone 1 cellar, if one should 
chance to possess suohia thing, it has been a happy day because 
of your elegant letter and a busy one because of fe do*en imaer- 
• takings, how x shall knock off a bit of mail and fold.... 


Tuesday, March 24th, 1953. 
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Memorandum j 

How nice to find your Friday letter in this morning’s 
post.I gathered the papers dwaddled along the way a bit, and 
what with the mails running on suoh a curious schedule 
at the moment, i take it .as a matter of probability that 
this memo may not reaoh your true hand much before the 
natal day anniversary. 

j: . . Oiid x rJ i 

I wasp t at all surprised,' of course,' to hear you say you 

would gladly return some of the papers., but as outlined 

in an earlier note, It have been successful in rounding 

up all I need and so X urge you to out the two for scrapbooks 

and retain the other, if you please, I am especially a believer in 

cutting them for the 3 orapbook, t for often in that form the material 

seems to be more available at odd points along the 

way that the uncut issues which so often have a way of 

getting out of reach, —what with their cumbersome dimensions and 

ti.eir fragile nature. 

< - - * . . 

Jimmy and is Bosalind oame to see me this afternoon. 

They were quite gay and it was a pleasure to chat with them, although 
second and third secretaries, arriving during teir visit, had 
to be sent away although I had several items i wanted 
, to run through, as mpoh out of curiosity as anything, —especially 
one from la Monteepan. I was so glad l had had a bjrief go at 
the important letter in today's batho with the first secretary 
before the Aswell section moved in. 

to eeiuffl xuo q u eham ©v. o» mta '{at ^tt-ve ceoihl'n » 

I offered my guests a "drap" of port but Jimmy is 
on the wagon, although his failure to make a gesture in 
the wine glass -department did pot deter him from gaiety 
of conversation, ae pulled an amusing line when speaking 
of Fences F^rkingson heyes, when, in.response to my inquiry 
as to wh oh he thought was her most satisfactory book, he 
blandly said ~ . 

• ’ 1 . J . ■ ' . (< . V 1 m , , y fl V V* V • 
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'I understand Mrs. Keyes thinks that ".Dinner at 
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ABtoln.’s" is one of the best >oote she n.T.i «ot..« 

i rather 11*. that, as probahU «oul4 «r. * h ° 

. . . ,_... t vio oQtual autnor. 


1 xathei lltau «*«*»*» " 4-v.nr 

ie said to have been the actual author. 
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would telephone them: 1 1 ^ own and pic k me up and 

he would be entranced to drive a^ S ay# A . hat * aB very 

whisk me up to their pi«?« t9 JJ^n't a doubt he must have 

tiuu of him I fought but^ »a7*« a t r shall not he 

felt as reasonably sure as 

likely to put through such a call, 

I particularly enjoyed *d. ..‘‘“^^S^oaSoas! 

few remarks a ^ out rt ^i? n aB T*had not heard iowall i’homaa. 

I learneu of her death, a ® t strong character. He 

unquestionably she "” h J u X he Seitioned both points, 
didn't say so, but *ii h ™5derftrlly paradoxical, —the 
the two of them telephone but did 

fact that she never !°«aam to me that ii she oou,ld puff 
smoke. It always did seem to £ 9 Q ™ nl)le t0 ha ve a got 

ft the^telephone', 9 hut 8 that is merely on. person s opinion. 

1 let dele ate turP thr ough the oopy 
- today, and as I handed it to saym 

she 8tAd: 

"Yoo U». -Other and h i ti^ hurselr.. L JaUin* t ahout h« 

svs."~. 

person." 
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ourely by the time this note reaches your true hand, 
the natal day will have dawned and as you read these 
lines, your day will seem the more fulsome, 1 hope, because 
of the realization that thoughts from many arlother heart-beat 

will be flowing in your direction. 

« < , 


jitemoiandum: 




am 


on 


# 

as 


, W r- - t 

818“ anS-oiiify I1SS&■ i rg488 t i°'‘S?u«i * 0Id ' 

that\°::;,. J, Instlnotlr.ly r.spond.d; 
anniversary. 

, , An<i 1 say how happy i am going to be, thinking 
of little 4iS8 xeee and playing somehow or other that 
the whole business is sort of a joint jet of happiness.... 


.ii 


, I like to think of na al a ays, including uhristmas, as 

being not so much a flash of light, one 366th segement 
out of the year but rather an annivers ry that spreads over 
a long span of time, with the weekebefore the event suggesting 
its advent like dawn foretells the approach of day. *nd then, 
when the calendar day has passed, a lingering sentiment not 
.unlike th« afterglow of sunset . That s why I think I like 
these days so mhrsh^ for it seems as though the heart bubbles 
.:over with joy at the approach, giving the aotual armiverary data 
its due importance but not unmindful bbfore hand that 
anticipation is patty important, too. 

• * v# • 

Today 1 8 in-coming post brought the films from Rudolph 
which i shall enclose herewith. Wken you are finished with 
them, you may return them to me or to him as seems 
more conveneint to you. i suppos^you know his address is 

xtudolph Juohs, 

i • - in _ e rr Ci ii . 


f. U. Station, Box 6326, 

Benton Texas. 

„ 0 - • . • : - 0 - 


X 0 : 3 < 


>n irjvol jt ' cj ou saw 

if you are in any way pressed for tlm« when finished 
with them, and you oan save a raomerit by skipping e*tra corres¬ 
pondence, there is no need to write him a letter, for when 
writing him to borrow them, I remarked t,that "a lady of 
mutual acquaintance" wanted them for a little while, ana 
he might well suppose the lady to be Celeste, ikadara Jombs, 

o.if fa 
GBuaoed 
iff so” si 


xeJq 


he might well suppose rne may to d« uixibis, 
the lady doctor or heaven knows whom. . r 

* -- , .311 

- - ifflMflj J Is 

., .00 xi.i.1 oar'w »6 V m 5i V.«- 10 r,; ** / #t)n Z J ^ 





















From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ flM~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5999 






6000 




*r * -t r -i rf J v. s © 

Id Vj. rt w 


11) J 2 5 .o cf 


rhe enclosures in this or an accompanying envelope, 
speak, lor themselves. Ihe one from Sister holds a kernel 
•of discord, in thfet she mentions enclosing #12.00 as 
against a Jhristmas delivery, and of course there was no 
enclosure at all, thereftye affording her a splendid opportunity 
to accuseat least a half doaen people of having robbed her, 
such as a servant to slipped out the money before the letter 
was taken to the post office, or the person who did the 
actual mailing, or some postal employee along the 
way, or the welrose clerk or the addressees or the latter's 
secretary, —and a flock of other potentials that you and 
I could never Imagine. 

1 Xj X:- • ^^Ay ——-—- - ----- - - - . - -— ' rx —-— - 

As for the Monte span lecter, x was somehow depressed 
>by it, andl can't think why. Berhaps this may stem fro 
the fact that the man in the piece is too good an egg to be 
scrambled up wih'such a tart, but, after all, his opinion 
in that matter should be as good as mine if not better, and 
if he knows what he wants and is getting it, 1 can't see why 
i should be depressed about that. 

y 7 . i.-t | * yti.id 'Uj a. yj uio£ a 

with two men working in th'e gardens and thTee on 

the .Ivor bank, i have been fairly busy all day without 

needing uhio pilgrims to fill in the chinks of time. 

in responding to thb supper bell, —I noticed a car at the 

front gate as 1 came up from the margin of the river, it 

was i^r. .tand, bringing me some fine salade and inviting 

me to accompany him to the camp for supper. 1 thought 

he looked exceedingly well, i persuaded him to come and sit wit 

Eugene and me while we ate and to come to xucoa afterwards for 

n little sitting, but x declined go ng to the camp as 

my secretarial sltaution is in a shammies at the moment 

and I didn't want to confuse it further by absenting myself. 

Then, too,-i had an appointment with Beau Mack to work on 

my long tresses and a couple of in-coming telephone calls 

from oharles Cunningham, eto., to anticipate, .|here 

was no particular news lor ds to oxci.^nge but he did 

ask if a Alexandria teacher of 12 year olds might bring a 

bus load of them up for a tour. i simulated enchantment over 

this but secretly bemoaned tho mechanics involved at a 

time when so much other stuff is cooking. ' 

. * 

' * . 

no runs out the day 'and a raagnificient moon tonight 
-mellows tho white garden and tnods to inspi e me toward 
contemplation‘rather than oorres ponaenoe. hut I must get 
at the latter and so will fold for now, —andwithal the ha pier 
because i am tinking of what day it may be when this note 
is being read. 


I-T. VO 


jrriday, March 27th, lift#. 

-d Hi* ■ *«»oa -■ ^ J °l 05 ( 
1 ±- a - ■ or.id od o..:jd 

todd r 


a., lx- a 
, ,oovr 


■memorandum l 

„ xT" Ovi. id- 

j r ,: 

somebody sent me stamps from hock nail as ohaige, and as 
x thought you might be able to make use or them, 1 enclose them here 
. with. 

' 

This morning about 4, it began thundering mightily and it 
poured down in buokets until ft. xhen the sun came out, —and 
by 9 I had no end of pilgrims who continued in aroves until 
noon, when they all broke off and I never did see another 
all day, it's odd how they have a way of making it, unbeknown 
to one another, at approximately at the same time. 

. ' 

xhe people from jrort worth we e acquainted with the Uampbells 
and that meant tey were pleasant, but ± still d n't understand 
last night's request for an 8 x4ft tour, xhe other people didn't 
matter much. _ , 1 ■ . 

1.1 V r i > , 

- : r ■ t -- « 

* 0 • r. 

'x'heincoming mail was non-aescript but x send it along 
• in part at least, bo you may keep abreast of people. 

' - - • - ; , • r ' i X ■' ' - • 

i must say it was gooo to hear from xtelen. 1 never have 
been able to perpuade those ladies* that the week ends axe 
the most difficult times of the year or rathe the wqek, but 
we shall see what x can do to persuaae them to try home other 
'days than Saturday and Sunday. L think Carolyn has rqugher 
days ahead and after she has dwaddled about in femi-oirelea, 
she is likely to see the bank take over Old Bonita, i'm 
afraid, .if she really had good sense and expected to make a little 
money an an article, she wouldn't be oooking up a frolio 
over here for a .week end with nelen and .Lucille, but would 
be jumping in her station wagon and heading down this way 
to snap a oouple of pictures and send in the ehots, sinoe 
that is all that is holding the thing up. personally, it seems 
nothing oould be more futile that conjuring up some such idee as trying 
awhole Cane uiver article with her if she can't even get eoet 
a Melrose one that is already-completed. 

and may x Invite your attention to the odd letter from uaisey 
in the Dell, i found what she had to say about xiosedown fascinating. 
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but it did seem more of a short story than a letter. 

•ve certainly know some odd people, 

flhile l think of it, i wanted to say that i am having 
the noyal rigged up to -the point of having a couple of the 
keys changed so that the board will be standard, as you may 
have noticed from time to time when lines have over-lapped 
on letters written on this old Underwood, it is approaching 
a state of aecrepituue that gives it the right to rest 
a little, and with the rtoyal eauipped with a standard key¬ 
board, this outfit can be set aside as an emergency spare, 

i take it la Storm must have experienced a bit of difficulty 
when lines were written one on top of the other, ne that as it may, 
she> haiarded the thought that something could be done about 
my outlet 'to the outside world and as the cost involved in 
getting the Kpyal around to standard will be covered from that 
quarter, the thing ought to be accomplished without much 
of a jar. 

" • ' • • •.) . : ■ • i V. • x . V; 

An idea struck mo last night relative to.a plate, what with 
the doe's head temporarily 0 n the shelf until we find out, 
perhaps throgh x*ora, some particulars about-jfort union and 
what city, if any, may be at that place now. l shall nave 
o give the now iuea a little serious consideration before 
taking the first step, i .am wondering if the Masons have 
ever got out a Masonic plate* if a non-oatholic could 
rig up a Uatholic chapel, why couldn't a non-mason make a 
masonic rlate, I asked myself, naturally the thing would 
be based on the .Lafayette apron, what would get in Melrose, 
the lovers of ttevolttionary and esoeoially- Lafayette history, and 
finally the masonic order itself, i suppose there must be thousands 
of masons in Louisiana but whether they or their wives, as members 
of the affiliate society, ihe eastern star, would be plate 
buyers, I wouldn't know, I think the idea worth thinking about, 
however, and that will be in the uarolyn class of dwaddling, 
but still, it would seem to hqve a seed of something or other 
in it, i suppose thfi trick would be to balance the design in 
.such a way thatthe masonic and the aistorio aspects would balance, 
to get people in and out of eaQh separate category, • 


od -loo 
-i.i 

ttodlii ’it- 
. .. xoi iibuflj oo 


. i 


vfcr 




Ill 


. J 0 


Sunday, March 29th, 1953. 


L.va.'O 




> a M • v 
:J ■■ <f ac -d-oo 
idi . noiao- 


Memorandumj 

Sda 


.0 - 


11 


~ So far as the adtual date is concerned, the natal day 
will have been oelobratd before this memo reaches your 
true hand. nut the happiness welling up in various 
quarters will be pulsating still when your eyes run through 
these, line8, it*s B o nice to think of natal days as being 
of a particular season, unlimited by an arbitrary page 
or number on the calendar...,,.. 


.i: 


id a. 


. , iiao- 1 

t * j YI ©..3 ni aoiji • J t no J - - - 

Louisiana, Massachusetts^, rexas, Minnesota, Florida, 
Oklahoma and California. # ,so ccqne pilgrims, making 
a busy week end, but witfial a pleasant oi.e. i reckon 
nest week end will be heavier, what with more people 
in the read making the moet of the master week-end. as 
i rec 11, Louisiana always goes in for a xhursday night 
to iionday 1 morning week end, so far as State offices, 
schools and the like are concerned, and that fact, i 
suppose will start things going a day earlier as week enus are 
measured. 

■ ■ ■■■ 

in town a movie h.afe been showing for tne past couple 
of days, —i’he President's Lady, which seems to have Andrew 
and naohel oackson as its central chareters. awo members of 
the family consulted me on various historical points touched 
on in the picture, une of these was # about Charles 
Dickinson, tne question being how he was allied to the 
jrwins. xtone of them ever seem to be able to remember 

tne name of isaac arwin, their great grandfather,and 
that it was Isaac's sister who was married to Charlies 
LieAinson. 


3 - i 


roo 
o: 


J— ,10^ 

• it s-eras a little odd, too. ttyit txiay can never reme ber 
the name of tneir gran^fti er on tneir mother s side, une 

. _ . _ 4. ^ i 


aay last week, an insurance company telephoned *an 
town, asking him for the'dares of hie mothers birl 

.IT _ A 1 __ . AUam am A U A %• ^ n L Tn « 1 


in 3 

. ___ birth and 

death, pluse the names of her mother ana her father, 
nfl* couldn't answer those difficult questions and referred 
them to j. a. nenry who telephoned me from :the 
store, asking me if A had any family papers that would 
reveal this information, i told him i could rattle it off 
to him without consulting the records but he dweked, aeking 
me if i would talk v.ith the insurance pompany regarding 
the matter as they might have other ,ueetions he would*t 
be ablexlb answer. uddly enough can aenpy never oan remember 



lx 


W 'll 









' 


FRANCOIS MlGNON Papers, #M-3889 in Che Southern Historical Collection 
f North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6003 


Monday March 30th, la53 


his grandfather s mane, which seems to me should he 
eashf enough since he knows perfectly well that his 
eldest brother was named Stephen Garrett nenry after the 
Madam 8 father, hut somehow that all seems too much for them 


They eay the picture is -■uite entertaining hut l gather 
tne makers have taken some poetical license. They 
mentioned hig cotton boats on the Mississippi, If these 
appear in connection with aachel's initial visit to aatchez 
they are anachronisms, of course, s nos there wasn't e ongh 
cotton ^n the region in the 1790*s to shake a stick at 
i think there s a scene, too, in which hachel is snubbed, 
hy the, ldiee ox j»atchez 'on grounds that 'she was a bigamist. 
This i8 e,Sepcially fnny aa he..ng pinned on to .uatcnea ladies 
who certainly never snubbed haahel and,' I am sure, never 
snubbed anybody befoe or nine® on such grounds, for as 
everybody knows, batches from its inception had such a 
curious assortment of moral standards that merb bigamy 
wouldn't ripple the smoothest sufrace and so far as snubbing 
the wife of the hero* of uew Orleans, that it just 
too moh, for imtohez laiddes have always snatched at any 
exouse for a frolio, and certainly n ob 0(i y in Mdams oounty 
ever cared what had gone before, just so long as there 
was an excuse presen ed for a social fling, 

, ' 

1 was glad to be able, to hear most of todays 
invitation to •‘-earning, oven though the subject matter seemed 
of little interest, l could listen to Messrs nryson, 
uook and iradiman all day, r gardless of what they m fc ht 
be talkin, about ana whether i had any notion as'to 
what their conversation was all'about, jror somehow they 
approach as artists that status of a marvelous o era star 
or a xalk ng nook recorder, —the actual words seem 30 
secondary as to the manner in which they are presented. 

•that old saw about Jf. i,* a. being able to sell ol- maids 
baby, carriages and make them believe they needed them seems 
to apply in this instance also, although it did seem a pity 

4>VtA mi V. 4- J 1 A ^..1 __ ' A. __. % I * 


Memorandum: < 

, It was such a lovely, rosey dawn, just the kina of 

a day it should be for little Miss Lee. For after all, 
this y is her week, and for a little-while 1 was content just 
to gaee from my downy couch in the direction of 
the bamboo and the north and Mart sky beyond and run 

hopes lot a happy clay in tonh.ttanandeonnt«y 
blessings and all it means that today was today and little 

Mies nee was just that and nothing finer ^had"* 1010 
wide MorMgan the day.....but when 9 0 clock had 
arrived and the postman had handed me my-mail,! . 

realized 1 had been mistaken and that in reality it wasn u 
lies fee, s Mrthday but my own, -bow magical her wand is. 

000 j • ' ' ■* 1 ■* j 

lour lovely card sits,here before me, the birds 
phout the bird bath flitting gaily at each tap of the rtys, 
and I love everything about it, —front page to back, -outside 

, 6nd i0< 0 " J ' 

•before the night gets much further-advanced, I am hoping 

that my‘expert ribbon c anger may see my 8 ^ il[ * 

through the bamboo and come to make the moat °* 
in duplicate which the envelope contained i JJPP® 88 
I shall wear out at leaBt one of those before.the boyal 
gete rigged up and it «ll be eo nice having a fra ah libbon 
fhen ± Slttrnat# thie machine with the other. 

i'have paused for a conference with the expert to 
eniov a kool P; —thanks to the faster nunny and not the penguin 
for Sad to be advised that.this typing is fairly 

clear As*yet. My slander oandle had been seen shining 
through"the bamboo and the .«pert. »M glad to lend 
advise on deferring a change of ribbon until JrtJ* 
in the week! —and to ! injoy a nice fresh cigarette* and 
i am glad-for all -the-'oireumstances that oooAsionad the 
pause and permitted my first sample of-that 
pi ioular segment of mybirthday box. 

i need scarcely tell you how entranced 1 am with the 

lCl ,I0V... ad !Ou wXXhu'.o u, ~ V : 

ta •» ,> di.cii i J 3 . T 03 i.M 
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Tolly and most especially toe container in which they 
arrived, v/hat a lovely recepticale, and how it seems 
to slice bact the years to another Coronation that never 
was effected. Sometimes the aays ol Edward vlll seem 
quite a ways bade before the End World War and then, as 
with the receipt ol your lovely gilt touay, carrying the 
likenesses ol another xuke and a new Sovereign, it seems 
but yesterday that Edward was,to the lore, Uddly enough, 
pnd this is an excellent example ol the tricke rime plays 
with one - 8 memory, —or is it one's memory playing 
tricks with rime, --the oornotaion ol lieorge VI seems something 
far more anciesnt as a place on the calendar than the 
festivities prepared lor the ting who preoeeded him. 

All in all, what was supposed to have been somebody else's 
birthday turned out to be minq,anq what a happy one it has 
been lor ipe, —thanks exclusively to you. 

r; r " ....... , , . . , .. : r . 

c , . •. ’ A . * . 

itagabou's uelen ..aiding for tne past week, put in 
her somewhat frail afpeaTauoe late this afternoon. She 
is on tne men^ an<. x am glaa, lor there were several things 
in the hand written section requiring her attention. 

■ - , - - , i x 

I learned something fiom her thac mildly surprised me and 
which so .ehow again gave uane niver n ecamp ot oillerenoe, 
not lively to be encou terea elsewhere in the wrld. js'or 
nelen spoke of the practicing going on at sohool today 
on the part ol those playing in the o chestra. Most ol 
them areabout nelen s age, —probably in the 6th or 
7th grade, it seems the band has developed sufficiently 
far to hit out at ling stufl and on Saturday night, tucked 
in between .Coou Friday and master ounuay, the grade school 
orchesieraj —or as they are pleased to style it, the band, 
has been engaged to supply the music lor a gigantic swing out 
at the local sallon and honkey-tonk. where else in tije world, 
x find myself wouderhg, would an educational institution 
countenance such tender members o* the school'providing 
mi.sic in a honkey-tonk where, ana especially on Saturday 
nights, most of the oustjmers are in varying etagee of 
art licial gaiety, induced by whiskey and.wine, and 
flying beer bottles and flashing knives are'accepted as 
matters of course. 

. 

*nd seemingly as though we hau just s arted our little 
chat, here it is time for me to stop, it has been such 
a happy aay at this bend of the river, thanks to you, and 
may it have been an equally happy one along north aiver, thanks 
also to tne circumstances of little «iis. xcee ■ s natal day.... 


yaioat'oiros -j^c. w : o i oi . -o -n *•* ■ 

. Xuesaay, March 31st, 1333 . 

.4> -• on •£> • * ■. r 


ro'-G<» 


. 


Memorandum: 

Another bitnday dawn and another birthdaypost, bringing 
your two letters of the 25th and the 27th, for which x thank 
you most heartily. 

I t r 

i haven t take up the clippings which x look forward 
to examning with oaxe on the morrow or xhursday,- but X have 
, taken care to examine the map you so thoughtfully sketched 
and. am as indebted ter you for having contrived it for 
me as x am enchanted with the opportunity to fina out 
abut the situation around which the Mount vernon—tfort union 
matter revolves. X was especially impressed by the 
. "Hoosevelt country wonder <. g if this refers to T. h. and 
the place where he-'wa^ want to go on hunting expeditions. 

X have somewhere read in some detail of his exploits with 
hie rifle in Colorado during hie rreeidenoy but x suppose 
the Montana region may have been the scene of earlier 
exploits, i> ut be that as it may, it is obvious 
that jrort union is cmite a ways from Mount vernon, xowa, 
and x shall let the doe s head rest a while until we 
see.what next will turn up in matters rel tig to 
to the famous John James. 

bi 13 lire, a-'j.id'ICu 1«* uiql. id- 3 • ; <33 33 >3 3 a jU r » 

xhe papers you returnee arrived today, toov 1 am 
leaving them wrapped up as they are, awaiting your 
permission to return them, for x should love to send them 
back if .you should care to incorporate them or any part of 
them in the scrapbook, eection. i didn't know-but you 
might have a oane *»ivex ox Melrose scrapbook which 
might be the logical place to put some of the material, and if 
so, x shall be so glad-to have you do so, if you care to, 
since 1 feel your scrapbooks will be of so much interest 
in days to come, x don t want to send things Along if 
you are momentarily in the midst of too much whoop-la to 
ibqther with suoh material, but. if you think you might oare 
to make use of the data at some later time, X shall be glad to 
.■jo o . ;o 3 ,ti. o.i3 nsec an.i .arid re 3 it.-, duu .Jop 


\ 9 od 
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forward your cpies any time you may designate. 

*11 my birtoday tresors of ye rday continue surrounding 
me. safe some of the x offy which is inside me. xhe 
lovely card continues to grace my desk, here before me, 
the &ools convenient to hand, the typewriter ribbons 
ready for replacing the present one and the coronation 
box adding a note of coloful gaiety and a heap of 
souvenirs that make it ever so precious to me. it is 
such a happy birthday, —thanks to you. 

i noted what you had to say about the circus 
obtaining at the moment, let us hor.e that aoeen t 
ueep on going all the way between now and the end of time. 

. 

a couple of hundred azelias were .pure, awed for the camp 
below ^onette s rerry today, --the camp, b the way, is referred 
to by s me people as “The x>ourbon club" for reasons not difficult 
to guess, xhe trucks uroueht the azelias here before heading 
down the road and what with it being birthday time and all, 
i thought it would be nice for "us-es” to have a few. l 
bought a cozen and got them set out before noon. After 
a raft field nans from neru nad gone down to plant 
at the club, j. a. decided, along about n.oon, that it 
might be nice to plant periwinkle and iris down tere, too. 
ne a'sked me if x could get him some, i procured a truck load 
of periwinkle and uite a dab of German iris, but when 
he asked me “if x cared about running down to supervise**, i 
declined, for x had an appointment and my day was bound to 
be full-full without a moment’s pause as between. 6 a.m. and 
first dark, x do not propose to get tangled ur with thrt 
outfit which includes the gentry as exemplified by “Cousin Arthur", 
xan and a flock of other people of no interest to me. 

• ' C .. . 

ura brought toe assistant a.ibr! rian of northwestern this 
afternoon, along with his wife and ohild, uerr neames had 
been in baton iouge anu brought a ottle of oauterne to me on 
benalf of vx . Guy xyle, -cibraripn of x. a. w. as a 
gesture following his visit here a couple of weeks back, 
xhe neames ohild made such 9 racket, the pilgrimage wasn't 
of much account. *bou the only news x learnd wasn't of- 
much interst, - to wit, the radio out of alexandria^was 
talking about xesian get "sot'* to receive tae Alexandria 
tirnden olub on Wednesday. 

Perhaps I didn.t listen to the right.stations today 
but what i. pressed me most in the news was the employment of 
but a single line, announcing ttye funeral of Queen waxy. I 
should have enjoyed more details and an account of those 
present, nut an t er birthday has been the news of the week 
regardless and 1 hoe yours is being as happy as mine.... 


Wednesday, April 1st, 1953. 


. . sew a 


.! 3i totjou dp.tm 


ilemomndum: 


xhe month changes from March to April but the lovely 
birthday days continue, regardless of the calendar. 

There aren't so many flowers at the moment, save 
for the native iris, some of the flowering shrubs and 
early oanas, but the tender new greenery is so delicate and 
lush that flowers seem almost extraeneous. 

I am becoming quite infatuated with nelviney and 
Abel 1 pronounced A. Bell) —Juanita's 6 year old daughter 
and 4 year ola son. They continue jumping around like 
grasshoppers and love to help at gardening, which is another 
way of saving they love to borrow my clippers and * ; 
take a pass at anything growing, hut they are sweet children 
and if x slow up by a third i n passing out my clippers, 
i discount the loss of time as rest gained, and besides it s 
fun listening to the children's chatter. 

x must learn the names of two lovely people passing 
this way from Minneapolis today, —a man ana his wife with 
a son getting his ±*b. D. from Iale in Anthropology this 
year, xhey had passed by uakley and Mrs. otirling had 
8etnt them here and x liked them. 

xhe warden Club ladies from Alexandria were pleasant, too, 
and were on the "young matton” side, out they committed one 
unforgiveable social error, xhey were scheduled to arrive 
at* 1:30 and they blew in precisely^ 12 : 20 ;-i 
which is rbally something different. ‘But withoutjprobably 
khowing it, they had a chance to pay the price for 
entangling the docket and 1 maae them wait a full half 
hour to begin with, not out of cussedness but because x had 
other appointment is. They were making a picnic out 
of their frolic and why they didn't stop at feome pleasant 
and rural bend of the‘river instead' of coming here 
to dine .n their parked oars, i cannot imagine, except 
'on the assumotion that they had no imagination. After all, 
the wife of a banker is inclined to be like a banker herself, 
i have noticed on occasion, —Undoubtedly smart but dumb 
to a degree on grounds outside the harrbw limits of 
banking. Un leaving they expressed the th 6 d|ht that they 
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had had a wonderful time ana a smiled inwardly as 
1 contemplate how much better it might have been, had 
the merely fol.owed established oustom of keeping an 
appointment not an hour ahead oi time. 

xhe enc osure from Daisey in the uell is 
interesting as a aesoription of the Uhandor gardens and 
i am enchanted to have her ^ pressions. -But it 
does seem a little odd how her last two letters have 
been devoted in such major portions' to accounts of 
a single plaoe visited within the last year', 

A letter whioh a may or may not enclose, since 
i haven’t read the post script as yet, comes from oarolyn. 
i think-i shall write her suggesting*that she plan to 
come to Melrose eith r before or after nelln passes this 
way, so far hs attempting any photographic work, after 
all, she ought to have learned by this late date that 
week ends are no time tb visit Melrose for work and coming 
by herself is likely to hold working rossibilities that 
can never bo'realized when helea and friendB from ./aoo are 
also in the neighborhood. 

And besiaes there is my c mplete indifference to the w»ane 
niver article, for knowing uaro yn as we do, we realize 
that her preparations are magnificlent and performances 
nebular, and in this season of heavy undertakings in 
gardening and pilgrimage, i feel no particular inclina¬ 
tion to spend much time sitting on eggs that aren’t likely 
to hatch witin several years. x like the friendship but 
1 prefer taking it less on a working basis than on outrignt 
pleasure, if she would like’to come when Molen does, 
that will"be fine, but if she comes for work, i 
prefer to have' it for work and not any soolal mixture. 


* 
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i know not if we might consider a» a good sign and gentle 
omen that two people, - one from Iowa, the other from 
Minnesota, —have already asked that Audubon-Oakley plates 
be sent them as soon as available. AS neither person as 
seen the design, it would appaar they probably axe 
Audubon enthusiasts, now wonderful it would b6 if, say, 6 or 
10 per cent of the members of the Audubon society's 60,000 meraebers 
would feel equally moved, —and so another chat of birthday 
week terminates, and l hope*is is being a nice week for little 

idise JLOO. 


Memorandum: t 

Another lovely, birthday type of day. 1 
hope it was in your neighborhooa, too. 

i'he mail begins to' show signs of master and 
one or two lovely cards oam^to hand from people I know 
not. one, fox example, seems jt.o be from some su'oh address 
as i6th atreet, jrort worth and is signed with initials whioh 
. nobody seems able to make out. x fcjow no one in Fort worth 
living, on a street bearing a number for a name. Some 
reference is made to somebody having a hard time but 
' ‘ finding the seson the happier because o'f the bemory of 
being "in your country" last year at this time, staiqge 
business but r suppose the sender labors under the illusion 
that nobody has been here since so that I oouldn't 
possibly guess the identity of the signer of the initials, 
even though they oan t be read. 

- 

i had an appointment for 30 peopj-e at 9:30 this 
morning but as they had not appeared by^ 10 o’olook when 
ur. and Mrs. knipmeyer arrived, I advised the store that 
\ the balance of my morning was busy and that if pilgrims 
arrived, they should be advised that they should 
telehone me next week to see if an appointment ooHild be 
arranged to mutual convenience, i doubt if it will. 

After yesterday 4 s tomfoolery with the harden Club, I am 
in no mood to trifle with people who oant keep their 
appointments. I might add, too^Jthat while it is- 
unpleasant to be kept' waiting forpe’ople behind in their 
dates, it is perhaps even more disoonoerting to have 
them an hour and ten minutes ahead of schedule, une 
nice thing about all this, however, is the fact that it is 
not a who am asking tiie favor and so the dilatory pilgrims 
oan be on time or’ not as they please, for in the immediate 
future, at least, i expeot to see people on schedule or 
not see them at all. xhe ood thing about it, this pounds 
as though i were feeling mighty grumpy whereas 1 don t 
seem much concerned about the matter. * 
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Friday, April 34ft, 1963, 


I hoard ons thing today i never ‘“t h9flt! ~ 

Father Becker has Been evioted from his Ghuroh 
Qloutierville. i think i have mentioned Before tnat on 
several oconsions in the past, the Bishop haa 
aoDOintea him to some other post But he has refused to le ve. 

Bishop Greco of Alexandria, —oomparatively new thndered 

■Pnrtvi a rieatsfi however, and it seemed as though it 

2SS be more Slieetl,.: father beoa.r however oonnt.red 

wit a blast againet the Bishop, threatening o g 

to the Bapal lmnoio in Washington to get the Bishop s 

horn toned down a Bit, But the Bishop remained 

adamant and nerr Becker thereupon Betookhimself to 

Washington to see if hfc power, so and successfully 

employed during the past 34 years, would still hold. 

well it didn't. And so this outrageous prelate 

folded up his Gaps, -a wide flung assortment and 

it is said, saw to it that plenty of inconvenience „ 

was caused to Church property Before he pulled 0X1 » 

the cutting of plumbing systens in the rectory. 

Convent, etc., up-setting of eleotio connections, etc., 
rmd generally putting thigs as much out of oraer as 
possible. -then, in oefinanoe of the Bishop to 
accept the new post assigned to him, he bet ?°* jj * 111 
and his sister to ^laquem ingLwhere he Bad air J ti n 

Built himself a fine house some years \>not in the 

for just such an eventuality, and of course with all the 
money he has accuijraulated during his long tenure a 
Cloutiorville, - including the Baonelier estate,he 
will Be able to live in fine style and keen on thumbing 
his nose at Jhurch authorities. *y the Law of averag , 
there probhly is chic-nary in all organiaations, “ 

lay, But Father Becker was the gr 'test malefaotorweanng 

the’robe that J. ever knew, 
i I • . . . ■"> ~ 

v i saw Frances ^enry today. She s id fthe had seen the 
-bisters uormon and the Bands last bunday, either a 
r.roadin or oadia, —the former, i suppose stnoe it is 
in north Louisiana where the uormons once livod. l 
am filwaya doufubtug thoso to plao.s «s l to mourn, and uomer 
for people are inclinoa to pronounce enon name in the 
respeotive sets as- almost alike, tomorrow the g . 

week end rush will be on, 1 suppose, and i hope it 1 1 ly 
long holiday for< New rork as well ns .Louisiana residents.... 
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memorandum} 


Jii.ub 


Another lovely day of pure birthaay type ana may it 

be the same in your neighborhood. 

a ■■ - " 

what with most things in Louisiana one wheels since 
yesterday noon when most public institutions began the week end, 
it seems beyond belief that so far as l know, not a pilgrim 
turned up at this i.end of the river today, isn't that Just 
like unpredictable pilgrims. Of course i shall pay for the 
interlude on Saturday and Sunday and Monday but i am 
thanklul for today‘s respite which gave me an opportunity to 
do a lot-of delving in the ground and general gardening without 
interrhftlonai. Benrys alived before five and as we dine.at 5:30 
these days, they were here in ample time for the evening 
meal. Joe ana juanita are always so gay, it is a great pleasure 
to see them, i know not if they will stay until aundny 
as they had planned, howevex, as the abundance of aust 
and poll^fi particularly starts joe's hay fever going before 
he arrives and it never seems tp aflorease while he. remains 
in a place where there apparantly are plenty of.flowers, 
even though by comparison with some weeks, their number seems 


comparatively small at the moment. 


iWOw i vx<. j- 
• Aii G U ‘>t) •*» 


"Blood follows the plough" according, to a superstition 
still prevalent in this area, especially among the mulattoes, 
and so thds Good Friday saw the usual number of lighter hued 
residents vacationing although many of the negroes wejee 
going full tilt on their tr’ otors. bow this old adage 
got cooked up to begin with, nobody around here knows, aon- 
catholics say it was something stirred up By the lihuroh 
to make it easier to fill up at. Augustin s on Good 
Friday, But for all i know, the idea may prevail is 
other seotions than uane^ivet. ae that as it may,,the non¬ 
catholic negroes who chance‘to fe-1 the cqll of Spring fever, 
make the most of the “Blood and plough - thing to use as on 
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excuse for going fishing and by sun up many a Little aiver 
resident had appeared on my gallery, asking if they might got 
themselves fishing polos from the bamboo hedge, ihe 
more enterprising members of the family used to turn a 
penny by selling them for a dime a piece >t the store, 
but i never thought much of that method of getting rioh sinee 
it was usually white people from afar who bought the poles 
and the negroes when nobody was looking would raid the 
hedges which tended to develope vast spaces of thinness 
as uooa Friday approached. • ixy method of giving them all 
they want if they will only ask me to point out the 
cutting places seems to maintain solidity of hedge and provide 
ample instruments for the isaao ualton enthusiasts. 

« 

rhe aiillspaugh Lrug worn any telephoned today, asking when 
they might expect the natohitoches plate, ihey reported 
the African nouse as enjoying popularity and said they would 
probably have to have a few more plates before long, x 
shall sena them when the .Natchitoches number comes to 
hand. 

instead of doing the noe's nead next, l think x may 
round out the first half dozen designs in the uade aiver series 
by doing on of some place along'the JoyotLs Joast, — 
probably the Alphonse rrudhomme iUncle xhanorj home 
of Oakland, x should like to do one capturing a slice 
of trje manuscript of "xhe journal of the xoung juan of 
fashion but that might be too much like a blown up section 
of the oane aiver ooun.ry one, and so x think i sha 1 
see what x oan think up a out making Oakland etand for the 
entire Joyous ooast. ±he lauy of aoaufort will be disappointed 
.that her plaoe doeen t figure in the t ing, perhaps, but it 
seems to me uakland Senas itself much better for the purposes 
at hand, xhere is the drawback that the rrudhommes haven't 
any money hut the uloutier 8 'have an abundance, aut 
the orne aiver series was neveT intended as a money maker 
and in the long run we shall all be the happier that the 
salient historical features were caught anupreserved. I 
may not ue any hing about the joyous uoast before autumd and 
when i ao,,x think i shall gefar. otewart to try his hand 
pt bringing my i~eas into focus for x must say x think his 
efforts with the African house ana Oakley are voiy nice. 

ho diaws the birthcay week to a close, xt has been such a 
pleasant week, anu particularly all arouna one's heart. 1 fear 
it has been a hurly-burly for you, what with all the people and 
circumstance 8 , but a am hoping there have been a couple of 
quiet little moments when the real things could emerge and 
happiness radiate your natal anniversary...... 
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how nice to find your -.nednesday air jiail in 
Saturdays post. 
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Xt goes without saying that x am delighted to know that 
birthday times, starting on Sunday and carrying on through 
held so many moments of pleasure for you. 




u ..-u 
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X ponder on the hurly-burly in which* you have been 
revolving and am hoping that with today's termination of 
the scholastic vacation, a semblanoe of normalcy may have 
returned and that eventually you may be settling back into 
negular routine once more and at long last, l hope 1 need 
not urge you, however, thajh I asked you not to try writing 
until things are back in plade once again.' 

on the home front, the whole of Saturday was perfect, 
xt is true there were a few pilgrims but they were nice 
pilgrims and people interested in anything have a' way of 
fitting in nioe'ly to a Aelrose 'tour. my reading machine 
' played out and as oeleste had invited urs. uoombs to 
come to a little party sne was giving, the machine went back 
to town ana x shall have it again within a few days. 

James aswoII appeared on y gallery about 4, bringing 
with him mr. and Are. oarl Little of the Houston .tress, 
x‘he xiittlea were as physically diminunitive as their name 
implied, xhey spoke very little, too, but it was 
obvious the uelrose layout meant much to them, xn short, 
the Littles were absorbing the plaoe and it is always pleasant 
to witness such a rare phenomenon, as they were leaving, J. n. 
saw them and took them to ueleste s party, --a more or 
less plantation thing, —what with the Joe *enrys of donroe, xexas 
arid the ur. Ambrose aertzogs of new Orleans being among 
those present. »r. Little confiaed later to oeleste that 
while all his life he had been engaged in the newspaper 
scramble, he had forever dreamed that some pjade on earth 
must suggest’ the peade and beauty that comes with the mellowness 
of the years anu that in spite of his travels about 
th'e gulf region, he had looked in vain, still* believing but 
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never finding it until hehad explored melrose. 
il they might one dday come hack. 


xhey asked 


And marvelous to relate, ounday was almost as peaceful 
and unencumbered as Saturday, i have no idea where all the 
pilgrims could have gone, it is true x had some before dinner,— 
i/all as people, but fter that there was an interlude and 
only .fort north^came to represent xexas and Ardmore to stand fox 
Oklahoma. hut both states'hau sent nice -ceople and so everything 
was pleasant, even in SDite of a couple little showers and 
a sharp but brief hail stonem which raaue the laws look 
like aotted owiss wnere only a few sprigs-of grass emerged from 
the suaaen ice covering, the pellets be.ng about the 
size of marbles, uf course it melteu within a few 
mo ents but it made the trees In all their greenery look oud 
nbove the white covering of the ground, 

t l- ' - - 

ulythe and or. n.and came around 5, saying tney were 
expecting peop’le at the camp for supper and inviting me over, 
butur. and Mrs. uusaoh came, —she -was Julia? uhopin of 
Derry plantation and cousin of the neitiogs and or. U, 
i8 some sort of a scientist at the college, xhey brought 
• Dr, x>rown of L. a. u. with them, and while the six of us 
chatted, more people came and the aanas departed, as did the 
uusachs shortly afterward. An h ur later. Dr. band, uordon 
bandolph and outher ^nxrison, the latter s brother-in-law, 
arrived, bringing me what i gather to be a fine supper -which 
blyti.e sent, knowing x wouldn't make it to tne camp, it is 
now 1*1:15 and siuce supper is quite a ways behind me, i reckon i 
shall) sample some of the fooa before 1 fold up my beard. 

t - i 11 • • - - x - 

• i learned touay Coat a otate or' interstate meeting of 
eminent scientists are having a ti ree day pow-wow at the 
college in town thi-s wee-k end. xhey do say that -a. ir. nenry 
although not srrickly a scientist but nevertheless a eooiated 
in some way with the business, is to be guest sreaker, xhat 
• -will put the b. u. Denrys here on Friday, aaturday and aunday and 
Ueleste and'Madam begard will be in aouth Louisiana, ueleste being 
bent on going to the at. jrrancisvlble pilgrimage think. 

xhe .Louisiana native iris aooiety meet*s in uafayette tis 
week end, too, and that means i shall have a flock of Gillian 

xrio ells, - either coming or going, or both. * 

■ 

^nd so, if i got a break on t; is holiday v.eei end, it looks 
us chough x sifhll *probaoly not get one next weed end, but 
todays respite gave me a breathing spell ana l shall be all **sot M 
when next .ariaay rolls ’rund. may you ce able to discover as 
much good luck for your own gooa self, - and so x fola. 
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Memor anaums 

» 

I have eaten the liberty co write bock nail in 
the manner revealed in the attached carbon copy, I trust 
you aont mind. I thought direct mailing to you might 
be a considerable time saver. 

The letter from Mrs. Stirling reveals some alteration of 
the situation in tne uakley set-up, so far as the plates are 
concerned, hut this is of scant concern, for wnile we 
may not attain any volume if, as appears, she will not dispose 
Sver the entire set up at uakley, still she will d spose of 
sufficient in her own shop to defray oosts of the investment 
and this segment plus what i shall be able to dispose of in 
this area will leave whatever is sold at uakley as gravey. It 
goes without saying, however, t at x sxu-ll not venture 
extensive stock orders without some guaranteeas to quantity 
sales at uakley itself. 

1 think you will be amused at tnis t?ile. xesterday julie 
uhopin Ousaoh oast eyes of yearning on the urinncoo 
bananas and said she would give almost anything to have 
a root, ahe had been telling me how she had been embarraesed 
by the presence in her home of a portrait of a colored woman, 
a mulatto, i'he bupningtons of batchtifohes, —college people, 
had rurchased a home wh ch was being occupied by a 
descendant of urandpere. xhe new owuers fo-.oea the woman to 
move rather more speedily than she could do conveniently and 
because of some favor granted by the uusaens and because . 
the woman oared noth ng about the portr it.,,, she , , 

let them hav. it for a dollar, hut after tne uunsachs 
obtained it they felt eo shamed i> ceu for fear somebody woul 
think it .me of their ancestors that they placed it out of 
easy view in their kitchen, oomewnnc x.esitantly, uulie asied 
me if i would consider-exchanging an urinoco root for the portrai 
slnoe there seemed to be seyeral people of color gracing tne 
walls at xucca. ■ « ' 

1 feigned td fferei.ee but agreed that 1 would take a 
chanoe on weathering the implications, of oolor ana tnat i 
would gladly exchange the oesired banana root and would 
throw in spe butterfly lily roots--to, boot* *> uli ® wa ® * f 
entranced and apparently vastly rele.ved at the prosoeot of 




• « t 
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ridding nerself of tho portrait, ^eaven alone knows what 

tne ting will turn out to he. 1 , shouldn't he surprised if it 

turned out to he a tfay ’90 uhromo but tuero is a pretty 

good ohanoe it might he a pastel or an oil and as 

i can ieauily establish tne recent owner snip and tnrough 

said 1 dy of color learn tne ioent.ty of the portrait, i 

think ti.e investment involved is well worth the venture, since 

orinooos ano butterfly lilies re resenta commodity 

in which xucca abounds. Julie telephoned today to say she would 

he down Thursday af.ernoon ana we shall see what she brings forth 

as her sh^re of the barter. 

j- .. * r * , -*■ . 4 -1- 

V. . 1 . • 

The weather remains cool ana partly cloudy, following 
yester ay's hail storm but the absence of sun gave the seeds 
and green things an maximum opportunity to aborb tne 
moisture before tomorrow sun will probably begin evaporating 
whatever remains, i was mildly surprised today wnan I 
discovered that tne azellias planted last week, whch i had 
assumed had already blossomed this oprin c , suddenly unfolued 
lovely sprays of purple anu of white festoons. Remaps 
they were just naturally behind time or possibly the transplanting 
ana extra attention they received induoed ti.em to try 
all over again, be that as it may, they ,are blooming gaily 
anu this afternoon i noticeu a couple of humming birds 
making the most of their treasures of honey. 

1 intended asking on xrieny night if you chanced to 
hear the md. Murrow broadcast wherein he stated the aeoretaxy 
of state would be quoted by reoording from an afternoon 8 
interview and the voioe that came on was that of a correspondent 
.sneRki g from Morea on some totally unrelated subject, following 
, which -it. “ i urrow continued with his news and on reaching 
the Korean situation, gave a recording from that quarter which 
turned out to be the s me dish served, up three minutes 
before ana attributed to t e seoBetaiy. *fter ti.e recording, 

Mr. ^urrow remarked t..at if his listeners were a bit confused, 
so, too, was he, __ana someuoay hau obviously pushes the 
wrong button. 

loov. \ bb.*eatt k i «i ii>: uee ; ; . • is . h. jj j ; ij ••'•do 

The whole thing was of no importance but somehow we have 
so long taken perfeotion in murrow. broadcasts ns a matter 
of course that this unprecedented slip-up was astonishing 
ana slightly on the humorous side. I suppose it wasn't pre¬ 
cisely that, however, for the pusher of the wrong button. 

the enclosed clipping is of no interest but i send it 
along for t: e sorapbook. it apparantly was written by mis. 
Holloman or by someone having one of her earlier articles to 
hand, it's cool tonig.t, — a good night to sleep, but i hod 
better noi think about that until i have attacked the mail...... 
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Memorandum: 
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Tuesday; April 7th, 1953. 
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1 am s.rry i forgot to enclose the carbon copy of 
the letter to nock nail in ^esteruay‘s post, rexhaps 
i shall remember to* ao so today, it isu't important but 
it ie much sheer courtesy to keep you acquainted with this 
aspect of the business. 

, « ; ° • 

.she weather continues cloudy and mild, with green things 
growing along at a pretty pace; 

, • IL*' ■ ' •> ^ : I . ’ 

jour or five sets of pilgrims passed this wa$ in the 
afternoon, knocking out much opportu^ity to do any work at 
thi .8 bend of the riv^r bt as i had spent some morning 
hours up tne road to some advan age, i didn't oare about 
the balance of the day and l didn't give any thought to 
what, —if anything,- the four or five gentlemen of color, 
supposedly assiting in the Melrose gardens did anywork, and 
they didn t do much. _ 

it is token labor at best, and excuse for paying the 
men something to keep their families going until hoeing 
time arlive 8 when i shall have nobody at all. 

*t supper 4 . said he thought the gardens nevei looked 
so well end i must say the mild winter has produced an 
abundance of various shadings of tender_green that is a delight 
to behold. v - 


3 -j s 
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V 

m :o ,sef^*l u 

There were a couple of "ew Cleans Pilfc** s this af tqrnoon 
who wqre a joy to share Melrose with, in that they cane prepared 
to absorb everything, oddly enough they had bought, — 
each of them, —a set of oane biver plates in matcnitoches 
before venturing out this way, not being certain they would 
even get insiue the front gate. ’.Uth such interest on their part 
it is easy e ough for us to imagine that they were quite prepared 
to absorb with enthusiasm everything they could learn about 
the place. H • 

x>oth they ana i, as the tour approacned its conclusion. 
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got a laugh out of someth ng said by another pilgrim whom 
we encountered, xhere were tnree ladies from Washington 
amarantly nv^id to see the place, as explained at tne 
store on recuesting permission to visit the place, a 
servant brought me news of their arrival, and 1 sent back 
word x would join them in a few minutes in the garden, *s 
i walked with the new Orleans pilgrims toward the gate x 
met the t:ree Washington numbers, going at fair speed * 
and approaching us from a side direction, i greeted t era 
lid asked if x might show them about but they hurriedly 
declared that they hod already made a tour of the plaoe and 
had seen everything there was to see. ^s they hadn‘t 
been inside a siingle house and tnew nothing about the 
history of the plaoe, it sturck tne new '■Orleans ladies as 
the height of stupidity, the more so, x suppose, in view of 
the -ew w rleans enthusiasm, —impressive before coming, but 
trebled during, their tour, aut x considered myself lucky 
to be reiievd of having to spend time with such scatter brains 
itUl, x am forever wondering why it is that people of that 
indifference to such things should wear hemsleyes out going 
to the trouble of searching out such a place to visit. They 
could employ their ene.gies to such far greater advantage 
at the bridge tale of chattering over a coke at a drug store 
counter® mail continues non-.esoript and running -several 
days late, with -aster cards arriving toaay in some force 
and some mail stamped "Hail sack inadvertently delivered at 
Melville, Louisiana". ’ 

i‘he ladies are making'preparations to heaa south on 
uriday mo.ning cright an early, with ^adam r.egard remaning 
at -asura while celeste picks up guests to ta^e tnem to 
the at. xrancisville tour on Saturday, ±f ^rs. s. u. -onry 
accompanies t e General up here for the week.end, the absence 
of the ladies across the fence will leave that lady pretty 
much in my lap, — a possibility x survey with luke warm 
enthusiasm since her attributes, except for the rougher edges 
polished off, suggest the worst feline instincts so otvious 
in sister, nut perhaps bister herself will show up, and 
thn ought o be just’f.ne, since each can devour the other 

Wi i f9 " h0 iS f0 ? e70r sayiqg; *xf yon want to 
out tf25,° 0 0.0° into xxolrose ano make it a show place, that 

would bo alright ut if not,' then it ought to be completely 
closed, x m so ashamed to let my friends know we are in anv 
way connected with a place that isn't perfectly maintained" 
imagine entertaining that type of mentality for a week end * 


©B COX 

rv ode 


Wednesday, April 8th, 8983. 


memoranduml 


x X iVi If 


id 1 -'- 

■ J. (i T< 


Mow nioe to find your grand letter of Saturday, —Good 
Saturday, - in today's post. 

« 

It goe-s without saying that I am so sorry your natal day had 
to he encumbered by a cold, xhank heavens you got good results 
An demonstrating your good sense by remaining at home on Monday, 
and by now, i assume, there axe no extra personalities in the 
home to complioate your hu>sy routine. ' 

• . • . - •' • 

-• . fv. ■jJ rv . '{ f • [s 

I loved what you had to say abQut getting a permanent, 
and for your sake, I'm glad you don t have to go through a other 
one of those things for a while. Mver having had one, x haven't 
the vaguest notion as to what all may he involved, but I 
judge as be st 1 can by imagining myself back in the old days 
when going to a barber was something ± resented enormously, and 
fox the life of me, i can't think why 1 disliked such a 
simple thing, —and the more so, when so many people seem to 
enjoy it. x could fiddle around wasting more time doing nothing 
at home and not regret a moment thus spent, but to spend 20 
minutes in a barber shop always weighed on me as though 
each trip was tne squandering of a life time. 

.1 . - ‘ ;i - : V\'.,T ''[ ' 

. But when i started having my looks shorn on my own gallery where 
I could observe the flora as the barber labored and where he 
latter oould point out passing humming birds or tell me of 
voodoo practices and negro family oustoms, I really look 
forward to the undertaking with as much enthusiasm as formerly 
i disliked the mere thought of it. 

* “ 1 . - 

And before x forget it, x must mention something that 

, ha pened today, relative^ to our little feathered friends, 

. which I know you will love. 

Celeste wanted to borrow Andy to garden for her today, as 
she will be away over the week end, and so 1, C. was sent in 
Andy's place. I suppose 1. C. is about 16 or IT, is 
taller than l and quite capable to defending himself against 
anything from a bee to a bear, bet while he adores driving a 
....tractor, he loathe fooling around in a garden and never aooomplishes 
anything, *nd so i just vaguely suggest some unimportant task 
and turn hi : loose, knowing that nothing will be accomplished 
anyway. 
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And so this morning, knowing that Olite would he mowing the 
lawn ol the white Garden, I turned 1 . G, loose on the neauty rushes, 
all a-drip with honeysuckle just coming into flower, and 
told hi frankly a knew ho wasn't going to get far and that 
I didn't care and that I was putting him into the white Garden 
because he would probably have more fun killing time with Olite 
than if he were off in some garden by himself, an hour 
later, hesought me out. He had cut some of the honesuokle but 
hadn t 'dared to pull it off the beauty Rushes "because 
those stinging birds are all around", and Olite say t'hey sure 
will sting you bad if you get tangld up with them", I went 
to see about the stinging birds and discovered, of course, 
that he was refering to humming birds, Olite, son of the juce, 
out off his power mower and came, somewhat guardedly and standing 
well back, to see what might happen, advising me the same way as 
he had forewarned Y. G, and so 1 went over to St. Giggin* 
and brought back one of your bottles of honey, I had to 
hold it why a honesuokle but a few minutes before three 
humming birds were hoovering about, two standing by while 
the third was having a go at the nectar from the bottle 
I wa holding in my hand. Both youths were flabberghasted and 
during the afternoon i learned from another soure that the subject 
for *discussion on the store gallery this noon, waiting for 
the bell to tap, was the unheard of prowess d-monstrated in 
the flhite Garden during the mofning, 

^0 ji «»v tn i - 1 » ' i* i k 1 v '*’ ^ ** • j ^ ^ ^ 

it’s so nioe to know you liked the so oalled Jane River 
item whioh traveled all the way "around Bobin Hood's barn" 
via Rome and ^elrose thrown in. And I think it was so very 
nioe that things turned at tne office respecting the natal day, 

I was a little confused today when a letter from Mrs, Stirling 
suggested I send five down Audubon-Oafcley plates, billing the 
Park Jommis 8 ion and one dozen to her for her shop. In response to 
her Monday letter, 1 air mailed Rook nail to oanoel Oakley shipment, 
sending same to me when Town of natohitoches plates are ready, 

I shall hold ^rs, Stirling's letter for a day or so, figuring out 
what next to do, and what,-if anything, l shall advise Rook Hall, 
who will be quite right in assuming l have completely lost my mind, 
and being ouite justified in that assumption, 

•Bbcally the weather continues mild and a bit warmer 
ana all greenery is respondihg accordingly. As sp often happens 
following a day when pilgrims all'pile up at the same time, I 
found myself comparatively free to operate without hoop skirts 
and really that helps out a lot when spading and swinging a hoe,,,, 

' r.... ;, ;j ■’ [ . . . 'vf- : . >-' , • OC .. ' ' 


X X*^w -■-a o j* • b 

jiocf X -joli. 


, &rG $ Jl m 6 ^ • • j •, 

— “ t i- * >J 


c i z ss l 

.. I.fi Jv 

: rf o 


Thursday, April 9th, 1953. 


> o o r 


nos is 

Old' 


Memorandum j 

rov v. , Jjoo . y- in 'i J -> j ■■ • » j orxn dC'.’iiu .» W 

^he enclosures are the thing. 

. 

xhe “outh Carolina letter, while nioe, isn t of 
any special interest unless one should be in the market to 
buy an old private plane ox sell a new fanglfed one. 

« . 

And the.note from -arnes ». cain, while equally oharming, 
con ains little of interest except as an example of how even 
an historian can be wrong in his deductions if he doesn t 
« have all the facts, ne infers there Was no water in Jane River 
-fq11owing the switch of Rei'River from its former bed. * 

r-rom nestan s diary in the 1150-s we know that boats were 
yaking regular trips up and down cane River and here in 
the Binary there is a picture of a rather large steamer, 
taken j,ust below Melrose at H4 mile ferry, ‘and the year 
is 1899. nesiaea, the present generation of -enrys used to 
hpbnob with the steamboat captains, operting their cotton 
boats up and down the river and stopping often at the Melrose 
landing. 

■i.i. ioipei s-J iPfii** idori o.i .'ua i >v "i .olio- lo r-v 

But the letter that is of primary interest is the 
one from ^adam M ar eo. herhaps we ought to have a copy 
pr two of the paragraphs dealing with the manusoxipt of 
!*• ^*‘8 opus, for it might be nice to paste one in 
the Charles aydnor biography of b. a. c,, and another 
in the b. a. c. ceographio survey which is the printed 
volume,of the original manuscript of which she spdake. 

....... 

.u shall be so appreciative if you will retain the original 
lettax,jiox x instinctively feel that youx filing system 
is ever so much raoie trustworthy than mine, unoe there may 
be need fox this letter, —only onoe, but it will serve ae 
the most vital eviaenoe of the transfer of this valuable document 
from b. a, Jl*s gram daughter. • ■■■* -*- ' ““ 

. i •( 

1 am under the impression you mky have a copy of 
Charles fcydpor *s "Gentleman of tho old Matches". If 
so, -*if and when-some free ament should be yours, you might 

consult the rndex to discover on what pagAfc aydnor mentions 

j ; ... ,1 .c. oi' >,fi • nfo - , or: w ~ ■ 


I 
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the oorapiling of this manufscript. iears ago j. rooall Madam 
Brandon telling me how mightily b. b. u. nailes 1 bored 
on the manuscript and the drawings just one hundred years 
ago t is summer when uuring that fateful year of 1853 the 
wailes household and the town of Washington, —not to* 
mention the rest of the country from -ew w rloans to new rork. 
were being ravaged by rellow uever and yet in spite of 
the illness in his own family and all the attendant drawbacks 
a. u. plodded along to bring it to fruition through 
his own ooposition and the printing £ hippinoott, however 
that name may be spelled, and how the manuscript’within 
the following twel‘th‘ month metamorphosed into the published work, 

if this original manuscript were owned by the state of 
Mississippi, it would probably be classed as one of its 
hignest treasured items, naturally, the university of 
north Carolina which owns the original b, l. g. nailes 
niary would find thO original of this volume a jewel greatly to 
be sought after. I have no idea if private collectors of 
old and rare manuscripts would bid muqh for its possession 
but what with the iawings included with the manuscript —both 
in-the authors own hand, this added factor would undoubtedly 
make the dual attributes of more than ordinary interest. 

.and then, of cou se, on a more munaana le el there is 
the obvious use to which this transfer jn ght be put as 
a news item or an article for the picayune or some such, 
dome sort of a lop-staled parallel mi e ht be contrived as between 
the difficulties under which u. h. 0 . labored during the 
summer of iellow jrever and the hobbles which the recipient 
of the manuscript has souffled a hundred years later in 
rounding up data and design for another sort of historical reoord 
•the reproduction of a page of the nailes drawing of the cotton 
pant in juxtaposition to a sketch of some contemporary, 
uane .tiver thing might be mildly a resting. 

. e • 




and it seems odd this has never been done, somebody 

V AM nV a am 4- a. J____ . i .. . . . * 


or 


might stir up an article on the famous Melrose library 
its treasures in the printed and the pasted volumes — 
and the occasion for the article being the presentation or 
loan of the famous b. b. 0 . manuscript to the old plantation 
treasure house *of unique volume*. 

t ' t 

•out enough of al this, eust as x sealed your . 
leti.er last night, the telephone rang, it was Mrs. wampbell 
who askea if she might bring out her three guests, although 
it was then lnng after seoond dark. whey oame, lingered a while 
and returned- this morning, tak.ng off around 11 for *atehe* 
and new gleans.1 was working four gardeners and dispensing 
hospitality at the same time, - one hand not knowing what the 
other was up to, and then there was the Gusaak thing but 
that can wait. 


6024 


Friday, *pril 10th, la53. 


. 


Memorandum: 

ro sKIO,.- ... - ' 1 - a . Ahi.. S>-. .ui !'• 1 f• 

And so we head in to another week end with cloudless skies, 
balmy we ther and everything ideal for road running. 

. 

-t-he General came up from Baton Bouge this .afternoon to 
harangue the society of science at the college tonight, ne 
c me to visit with me along about 2 o'dock but .la Mabry 
and some oronie of hers were here and la Mabry took the 
opportunity to go into endless details about the golden bees 
on the’barber ini fountain in home which interested no one 
and succeeded only in doing the General and me out of a 
conversation. 

roor la Mab ry pro ised not to passjthis way again until 
September which is likely to be here all too soon. A feel 
sorry for the poor rioh bag, so determined to be entertaining 
and so suooesFful in boring everyone. 


i*he ladies took off for South Louisiana sofoetihe during 
the d-y and will probably get back Sunday or Monday. It 
was purely coincidental, of course, that this morning 
Sthoplans were sent to dig bait in the wood lot near the old 
water tower and that Junior i'ugabou was sent to me to 
ask if some bamboo poles were available for the camp hard 
by tfugabou'8. I gather,Gel. ste has given up the idea 
of going to Europe this summer and X am glad. It may 
mean a little, —but not much less camping and all the 
visitation that implies and 1 orave none of that from the camp. 

. . v , T •' 

ilhe morning post brought a oopy of "Chevalier in xexas" 
or some suoh by Miss Vivian who passed this way a year or 
so ago from «ustin, searching for ideas on the book she was 
doing on de ueaiere or some suoh person. It was kind 

of her to send me a copy # 

* * • - * 

At the same time X received James Aswell's "Birds 
and Bees" with some sort of a business written on the fly leaf, 
for my delectation, I suppose. At was so nice of James to 

. 


9 



* 








{U*‘d 


From the FRANCOIS HlGWON PAPERS, ffl-3889 In the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6025 


v a i< %| i' | 
>. wV- f * 


6026 



Of 


i 'T, 


Sunday, April 12th, 1953, 


send me a cpy of such,an outrageous boot, I trust 
the inscription doesn t reflect the printed contents of 
the volume, * 

^orae priest in Alexandria telephoned me this afternoon 
to ask if he might bring 30 mulatto youths and maidens on 
a tour Sunday, I named 1 o 1 cloak as perfeot and am 
gld I oai\ accommodate that batch before t..e afternoon 
really gets into full swing, for 1 imagine it will 
be a busy day, what with Iris enthusiasts returning from 
lafayette, following Miss mormon's hundred dollar song and 
dance, xhen, too, there are a flock of scientists and 
their wives scheduled for Saturday and you may be sure 
t ere will be plenty of Sunday scientists, —and especially 
their families, who will dwaddle around until Sunday to 
have a go at the Gene niver country, I shall probably 
be boggou down with nenrys on a&turd .y but by ounday afternoon 
I shall probably bo alone on the plantation and that mates everythng 
easier, 

r *3 : .. , t. : 0 u, . i. . , - . ■ J A L : L . - * 0 J 

A day or so ago I sent oharlep y *unningham an African House 
plate and my messenger reports that an old employee of the 
limes thought “it would have been such a pretty plate if he 
haii’t over-drawn it to such an extent, suggesting that 
colored folks were ever put in pillories an stocks anywhere in 
the old South", Apparantly the woman,had never been under 
Miss sally's Magnolia home where the old instrumen s of 
repression still remain -out the woman is a hill billy, — 
born and bred in Winfield and although hill billies are inolined to be 
"mean as aell" toward people of color, they invariably seem self 
consoious and impelled to aeny any suggestion that slaves ever got mis¬ 
treated, In a way this seems a bit paradoxical.but perfectly 
clear as a psychological operation, Perhaps she will like the 
Audubon design better, what with everybody painting birds madly 
and not the slightest suggestion that anything but sweetness and 
light obtained in the uakley neighborhood, 

» 

I have some English nov -1 I wouldn't mind rending tonight 
but there are some letters to be knooked out and after that and 
a hot bath, l t ink I shall take a pass at my downy couch, 
ostensibly to do a bit of radioing but probably doing nothing 
more han falling asleep, I hope during is making vast advanoes 
in your immediate neighborhood and that you may got a glimpse 
of same sometime over the im ending week end, I shall be 
thinking of you..,. 


memorandum: 

f ' 

i am fo.warding this letter by air sihply beonuse 
1 wanted to let you know that by chance i found a transoript 
of the section in "JJhe Gentleman of the uld hatches" having 
to do about the Heport on Agriculture, eto., and i don’t 
want yon to attempt making said transcription, as 

mentioned in my memo of xhursaay last past, 

....... ~ • ' ' 

l'here is always a certain delight in pleasant coincidence?, 

and l made the most of the one that transpired on Saturday. 

• * 

rrances Henry was coming out to have dinner, what with 
the General be ng here, and so x askedher to fetch along 
the pack ge which Saturday mornin 's post' revealed was 
being held for* me by the American express in town, 

r 

she arrlveu just at dinner ‘time and as wet lingered over 
out coffee 'afterward, i opened the package she haS brought, 
being delighted that the General who had heard something 
about B. b. C. bailee when he visited Jefferson uollege 
• to decline its roffereh xresioency a few years back, 

• j • -* ** —* ’ J v 

ne was perfectly entranced with what the p ckge contained 
and asked how it was that- such a valuable gift had been 
ad ressed to me, whereupdn, feeling the opportu ity was 
too good to miss in clinching the fight for the Melrose library, 
i lied ana said with some casualnoss that although 
mr s. xandon was an ola fried, she was also a g reat believer 
in pldutAtion libraries and as the manuscript’had been 
composed in a rural setting, x reckon she felt that 
it was fitting that it should come to an admirer of 
her grandfather and might find repose in another 
plantation library, 1 believe x made the point and 
subseouent observations on the General's part seemed to con¬ 
firm the fact that the seed, planted bu a few minutes 
before, had alre dy germinated. 

. J lb i* IVJ '**--»• * * * * * . 

xhe original manuscript is in a leather folder and 
| must eventually be re-bound, as obviously it had been 
a hundred years back. Along with the manusoript are the 
draw ngs in color from h. 1 >. 0, 1 s own hand, together 
will swotches of smaller bits of paper on which he had 
trie out various color combinations, made preliminary 
sketches of cotton bowls, etc., all of which, of course, 
i make the finished product doubly interesting. 


I 








? ,r- 
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in spite of the nice little shower around noon, there 
were ample numbers of pilgrims during the afternoon, As 1 
was approaching the big house from the rear with some old viane 
stiver neighbors, 1 heard an all too famili.it whoop from 
off in the direction of the weaving house, behind which are 
situated the finest native iris, mrs. --togier who has 
lied her all her life, said she couldn't mate out the person very 
well but she bel eved it was Sister and that she would go and 
chat with her for a moment while i divested myself of Mrs. 
sogier • s guests and stepped into the big house to got a 
peonage which lister had left here, sut as 1 issued forth 
on the side o*f the house toward the weaving house, I found 
ilrs. Hogier but no Sister, iars. it. said she never had been able to 
catch up with her and that she had gone to a car at the front gate 
with some companion and had driven off. 

i assume sister had been to .Lafayette ana was probably 
returning hore, —probably high, - and had stopped to see if 
there were any .ikely iris she could lift. Apparently there were, 
for i found the soil considerably disturbed around the 
beds where she had seen. now nice that x should have gotten no 
closer, supped across the fence at first dark, the laies having 
just returnee from south Louisiana. ueleste reporta a wonuerful 
time at at. sx ancisville where she did not see uakley, but did 
get to see x.ois tester atnaverly, the rex cy- s at ‘Greenwood, 
the*sullivans and browns at xhe Gottage and bo on. At the latter 
place, some man from Lew Orleans remarked tnat the butlers of 
The Gottage were related to tne sutlers of .Laurel sill and that 
the latter place was being sold, i shall have to hear more 
about that point before i cm-swallow it; for it may be like 
aiss Lilliin xrichell on her last trip, confiding to me tnt^ 
she had heard on good authority in Shreveport that .aolrose was 
being sold, wnich came as a'vast surprised to J. a. when he 
learned of it. she suiters nave never treated Laurel sill with 
the tenderness it aeserved but one always fears that a shade 
of sentiment mi fc ht save a few elements in such a place that 
would be swept away if tno plantation were sold to a bank or 
some such i personal concern. 

.tonight t. e stars are peeping through veils of mist and per¬ 
haps we shall have sunshine in the morning tnat will warm things 
up a little, even tnough tne present cool spell is over so 
pleasant if not especially conducive to mating planted thing jump. 

i. » • ‘ " 

rer. aus 1 did, pernaps i did not mention that the ola 
magnolia by the side gate outdid itself this year by getting two 
days ahend of April 12th in unfolding its great ivory globes. 

April 10th is r ally ‘quite early for this always inspiring spectacle 
'and for the next couple of months rucca is going to have its fireplace 
banked with magnolias..... 


Monday, April 13th, iy53. 


.memorandum: 

• - 1 X.-*- - ‘ 

it never rains but it pours, and yet after yerterdays 
delightful little shower, it hs been cloudless today, 

- although the sun never got the thermometer much about the 
60-s. 

: j. ,, . . . 

x-ut it Inclined to pour in another direction. era telephoned 
me this morning, 'saving sue felt moved to atempt some 
mag zine arciole and wondered if i had any suggestions, 
i told her of the new .Hailes gift and suggested she use 
it as a peg on which to hang an article about the 
aelrose lbiary which, as a librari n she ought to be 
able to handle skillfully, enough, and as^the Melrose 
librry is the only plantaio'n one of distinction, it 
m ght for something to catch an editor's' eye 1 , if handled 
adroitly. 

she thought the icea good and came down to see me this 
afternoon, —and to see tr.e original ..ailes manuscript, 
i die acted a few paragr p s to her as a suggestion for getting 
the thing s arted and sne loft for no e to ponder he thing and 
to talk it over with s. s. -- « 

as x x returnea to iucca,' fter seeing her to the 
gate, intent on landing encour gement to a oouple of 
garceuers, my telep one rang Marshall, xexas, was 
calling, oarolyn said she had just 'finished the "I 
Live in a Museum article and wondered if she might read it 
to me before sending it off. Impracticable -arolyn... 
or was she merely’ being kind, tinking i might have no one 
to rend the thing to me. sut the point she stressed was that 
she wanted to get it off to xhe host tonignt's mail. 

And so, o er long distance, she read tne ar cle, and i 
must s^y it sounded wonderful, she wax'r cing so f st, 
however, that x couldn-l get a word in to suggest a couple 
of alterptious here nnu here, and so i told her the 
trjith., tint at suci. a speed and such a distance, it 

- s, truck me was splendid, ahat a way to proof read an article 
of such ^Length, 


un 


bxj. 


she said sne planned to go to ;«aco this coming week end, 

-..it* • 1 0 1 Mi (if- - ,8i.-. .701 M aj iUitixiH *7 LU « 

• • • • i x , I r d .. - . ii ^ £•- i J -:.i 


• • • • 
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to 


that nelen would plan to get over 
owing week end and that she would 
remain uonday, following nelen's departure, 
wort on the (Jane nivcr r.rc cie. 


that that she hoped 
this way on the fol 


too, ana 


come, 
to get 


rerians i had hotter get in touch with ura nd suggest 
.M un!ertLe n Ja,io 4m article, .hieh nignt to one ,«y 
of moving oariyn in tie right direction. 

Rosalind *sweil' telephoned at 11:15 this morning, a ting 
if she night br ng a couple of at. nouis people uown so 
they coulu g.t hack to town for a 1 o clock, dinner en¬ 
gagement. i told her i could see her-not earlier than 
fo.ie ahe arrived at 11:45, and l asked her to sit with 
her' 1 friends until after x had uined xhey did and left here 
at 1:20 for the 1 o’clock appointment in town for dinner. 

.heir hostess couldn't have been more arnuyed at their 
lateness than i at their earliness. 

ohe said dames had bee talking with colliers during 
the morning and the «sto.y, —"How xo nave fun with 
#100,000,000.00" would appear eith.r on tne n7h o± one 
current inonth or teefirs ssue in ^ay. she said oar 1 kittle 
of tne Houston nrese had borrowed a picture of the 
African nouse which i had lo ned her too 1 x a ® 

he wanted to use it in an article he vv nts to oo iabou 
the onne nivcr country, ahe saio some tiring, about nex 
own efforts at putting the African nouse in a picture she was 
L something about a portrait, but none of 
th t\. s clear to me , no s-her guests were becoming restive 
for their dinner date, x aid t hold them back 

in spite oi u.ese interruptions ana a couple of 
s ts of pilgrims, i was surprised to discover at the 
of the day i had really succeeded in gettnig M^ite a 
bit of garaenig done, although my t*e spent with helpers 
' ht the hoe were or was sc* nt enough, ana usually continu d 
-ono Jurflg0m.fi" accompli ones much nor. than akMnto.-ifim. 


other 

end 


icoa 


a friend, 
the nontraotor 
a certin oener 
he and all his 


passing this way, had recently been the guest of 

. i i 1 4* vt Am V» AmA ^ AT 


in nnton noue who haa built a new homo for 
1 ana hie wife, xhe contractor oeclared that 
men had ooen just ab >ut driven crazy by 
the endless fussiness of t e new home owners. bIlcfe 

tne wife insisted on examinin ever one of the lb5,000 bIlc ^ 

nd tbe aeneral had a pink tile bath oone over, - re-set,- 
ti as !n ancient expert doing the job, in all seriousness, 
final lv exaplined to the owners: xhe trouble with botn oi 
is that you' are both going through a change of life but 
will be alright in a few years, - which is Ooitainly taking 
down the ^anral a bit, x should say.... 
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Tiflrom oct 1 ! 'd al.- i to 

- i i,. .. 


Id 


•f. lien \£ld rforqf bltrow boa mrari q:i oo tiff o'- 
i 1 • joI. ol :ri c_ t it*>qtV 53 

auiioa t:j!» k 
co of io coi; 

j-ji-L' 51 now x me 3 
r 3 od 


Tuesday, April 14th, 1963. 

o 'He m oi axiaevnos auriibtf . . - i ,alqc 

. 

•Jn ; • in.t3 bn It bXcco i Jariw eea La ino* 


Memorandum} 

Long before getting inside this envelope you have noticed 
that the na* rihhon is standing me in good stood. I 
suppose i shall >9 having the other typewriter before long, 

• but in the me*n time, this one is Jagging along nioely, 
and what with the new rihhon, I shall always have thi* 
one in working *order, even When the antiquated maohine 
serves merely as a a*ar«. It U auoh r a oomfort to know ‘ 
the rihhon is ftedh and the whole twig, thanks to your 
thoughtfulness, all ready for aotion when efer -oiroumstaneos 
warrant. T * STrao - xxa£1 


1c 


a;: 13 130nf.ro elorfw eric 3 'hi Xffisseooffd is ^ 

Imagine my surprise at finding myself in tdlwn this 

t J_^_.t. A AWamVa%i a J /Iammav aa f I wiAv 


, ixi 


II 



xmagxuw my »» *-*‘*r“* 44 w 

morning, 1 tele phone dtheQhamber of Oomseree^thntl would 

the 

we: 

homa**again before 11, whioh was just as well, sinoe T there 
were people from Afckaneaaf, Oklahoma and Texas awaiting 
me and 1 squeeaed in a bxeese tour before dinner. Iran* 

AttlXWflld A «>1 a a mam f tW ov>A hiva J ovinnvi IfM 

some plaoe — 

•Old JLoui si ana* 

Jlorida and the- WfKM 

about *elrose, impelled the oouple to try a roundabout 
trail on their way north to stop by hero. Being thus 
prepared for absorbing what they had 'jospriaey so far ofut v 
of theit »ay to see, they were altogether entranced, and 
tonight ate heading baok home well satisfied, 1 beliwve,; that 
* the trip had iiot been made in vain, ^ 


Immediately 

l very pleasant Dr. and mrs. Jansen from 
in Michigan appeared, * Dr. Jansen: had been reading 
ma* while he and his wife were Wintering in 
the book, plus what he had heard froa ptfbple 
so, impelled the oouple to try a roundabout 


fhe weather reamined rather oool all day, in spite of 
the bright sunshine. But tonight at lo, it is oloudy, 
and a warm hreoso from the Gulf haa-Jaoked up the mexeury 
in the thermomarter to five decrees 'higher than it was at 
its maximum during the day. i suppose we may have a bit 

► tiod on Ifnrjs i ?. :' %»• IffG t roi 3 ei iooq .< si 

.wo: 


ao rotioi oo ii>3 x : le ita .roiaei :oc 

j l eqoM i 
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of rain befne morning, and another little shower, ionowing 
Sunday'8, would do no harm.and would probably delight 
the planters, 

’ I'hdd a tolaphoria from Shreveport, —the Sequioentenial 
people, asking for ante bellum souvenirs to swell the 
Matonitoohes seotion of the oelebration, I told 
them i would oast about and see what 1 oould find that migh 
be suitable. 


Wednesday, April 15th, 1953, 


Memorandum} 


among the ,oherriest notes l know are the first 
warbling of the orislea sn the day they return in the 
Spring, When 1 went with the mail tfcis morning, the 
liquid notes rained down with the sunshine, fillering through 
the phle new leaves of the peeane tress across the fenee, 
and they set the tone for my heart the balance of the day. 

while waiting for the mail at the store, and it 
, wasn t worth waiting for 1 , * broke sff foot length of string 
whtif i had quite ah bundle, 1 draped them Sn the 
. whinese magnolibs, orepe myrtles and nandinas in the 

neighborhood of the sugar pot and before 1 had finished the 
wonderfully delightful notes, identical with those heard 
earlier, oame trickling down from the grandiflora hard by, and 
i withdrew leisurely but direotly so these houeebuilders 
oould begin rounding up their construction materials, 

t • ' 

only today did 1 learn that the Presbyterians ladies, 
scheduled to converge on me riday afternoon, will 
t probably number about 126, It never dawned on me when i 
aocepted their request fox a tour that Shreveport would 
be Represented, it is said .mrs.tfenk Is prominent in that 
i quarter which makes it appear the afternoon may well be 
quite a fulsome one, 

. - , L. : ■- • 

we had a delightful shower between 4 and 5 this morning, 
followed by an ocean of sunshine all day, 1 shall hold 
the thought we may have a more prolonged rain on Friday, 
begining, say, around 1 o'clock in the afternoon and continuing 
for three or four hours which out to wipe out and wash away 
all Presbyterians within miles, 
joed • vsj.sJ.. '-iiii oT 7 x ».• '■ 

> in cleaning up trash from the interior of 


Oakley and 
1 have seen 
ve any merit, 

the salient 


A letter from hook hall included a c 
sent you regarding the sketches of the Au 
the aatehTtoohes plates, and so by now y 
the itfatOi itoches design which may or may : 
I Hope it has enough stuff in it ,to dppea 
tourist for whom It was primarily designs 
it difficult to get in enough stuff to sh 

. . _• 1 T tad 


. , . thing! 

too ’*busy“, “ *he few attempts I have ever seen at 
including-half a dosen points of interest, ’seem to hate been 
fairly unsuccessful jn that the whole composition has turned 
out a blur, ihe effort in trying to avoid a fusion of 
entitlesseems to be the point on which one should labor. 


But whether the thing turns out to be any good of net, it 

it will probably get sold in the initial’output at least. 

I should imagine the Audubon Uakiey thing ought to sell 
easily enough at uakiey at least but I dan t suppose 
it will have much appeal beyond the oorifinfs.of the 
felleianas. hike the African aouse design, it is something 
the aver ge pilgrim can ge*t his teeth into and it s that 


an old building today i found 6 or'IO woo 
the sise of goese-eggi or peri.aps.a little 


there ware trung on heavy chord, — 

. c J' •- 

-107 03' L’ C 38 OJiSj OCl-lO TOV0 

oi(@r i rci 71 ,;fqm id boaer y*. i J 
tq ralllq uj iol onTi s i » d 

. 
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pieroed through the center the long way, - and to this 
oord was attaohad tie net ased for seining fish from the river*, 
the wooden floats keeping the net up to the surface of the 
water. neaven only knows how long these old wooden 
"goose e^gs’ 1 had been haning away in this old building 
and it goes w thout saying they bore duast of oenturies and 
dirt daubers nests without end. nut it took only a few 
minutes, after dipping them in water, to bring them back 
to their ancient cypress prettiness and after L had 
strung them en a substantial wire, 1 .set them, afloat in the 
“bit sugar cauldron placing the water hyaohinthes inside 
the circle thus formed, so that the pot takes on a surface twist 
that is delightfully old tlmey and altogether arresting. 


, l. <.? •; b; 


< ’ 


a 1 , ____ 

•■Thursday* *pril 16th, 196». 

, i be i fd o - < c rfs 

v- ? ■t Ot HO list* efitr* ms I bf: a 

, .fctd 2 iirwod Hi 32 niaud ; :« i&Jl* e-joiio... in 

.u&i IX 


in oasting about for something suitable to lean to 
the Louisiana -Purchase celebration’s educational branch, in 
whloh Latchitoohes willjae represented, i ecuId perhaps do 
worse that to send along the portrait of rhe Block awan. 

With an appropriate card attao ed* and perhaps a copy of 
the Pieayune article about the lady. 0 &note ef color might 
well be sturok at the gatherif together of material 
’ whioh otherwise might not include any personality of 

color, somewhere or other 1 hare some early aatohltoohes 
‘news items appearing in ante bellum papers, and these might 
lend interest to whatever is being assembled. 

* ■ >..ii n . - • - 

Poof euanita was deep ,in depression yesterday when, a week 
after the scuffle had taken place* she learned for the first 
time that her.eldest son* x. 0., - just turned if* - was 
said to hart attempted to satisfy ceitain biological impulses 
reportedly rampant in spring, by, trying to push down norths 
Bluff whs* oddly enough complained bitterly about the business. 
X’he hilarious aspect of the incident is te faot that .Bertha 
Bluff* perhaps 60, is fens skinniest* most unat motive in¬ 
dividual in miles around, and the episode took plaoo in tho 
• shadow of the onkey-tonk, whioh was wedgsd ojut with 
attractive young damsels. everyone but eauanita, 
laughed at the mention of the business naturally the 
mother found it difficult to find anything funny about 
the prformanee. what interested me in hearing the matter 
diseuseeA by colorful spoeeh by people of color was tho use 
of the phrase* —*Be su e was out a-pilfering the ladles"* 
i have neyer heard the word, - pilfer*,-used in 

a meshing and of course i am curious to knou how such 
a word ever came into use by untutored souls and how 
they happened to apply it in reference to attempted raps. 

But it’s time for me to “pilfer my pillow", and accordingly 
i fold hcreuith. -< 


memorandum; - •' : 

wur cool- weather continues bt the breeses from the 
xiorth east can t quits eompete with the power of the 
sun oxsopt in.shadey places. 

, i. was quits unprepared for tno appearance of war 1 namoss 

«b ut 8 o’deck this morning, ee brought a ur. aherman, 

. gins 0X 7*1 ...» «*«’ 

m x y.4—, i-4- aG®m8 tluvt xAadoni nfiinttl 8 niotii8X t livinj in 

umSu. O.o» ™ np and .o,*«l and lllllrdx «... *»» **« 
ifornlaand Lillian will remuine in Virginia for a little 
uhile USH. in the neaa tl e, drove back to Oklahoma and 
be and er. Sherman, having heard of the excellence of fishing 
at Black Lake, Just above uatohitoohes. drove down there but 
what with the cold weather, the fishing waa n ® §°« d ; 80 

they drove down, here to see me this t rn 

return ta *orman this al ter noon,, aftejr 

to nan Diego, now he does get around. 1 Sk 9rraa 

Just as well as 1 lire Oarli and i was thpnkiul Louisiana 
trott.d th. *T»n U tb. opld “’***« 

this was mr. aherman*s visit; to Louisiana apd ii- is si j s 
nice if that first impression isn't too ftposing. 

, uar.- l uau gladi tha Knipmeyers eamf »hil* th« otboia *«• 

here, for my telephone got to Jangling and conversation 
in the other room could go along withoptimy presenoe* 

" A^A - 

.T it seemed to be en “eli Louisiana. 

first off, some lawyer in ahreveport telephoned, speaking 
for the Louisiana Purchase committee,up,yondpr. saying that 
the* are expasting to ruooivs the Jflrenoh Consul General from 
Hew*u*ieane P and some, member of the jrrcnch gijslstgy next week, or 

: perhaps be^said ue.k after "■£ Jheir 

asked if, diking their dureveport visit, or afteruard, on their 

3 re turn to toe. Ordoano*i they, might, have, arr augments J® 

. iu them to vieit Jiatohitoohes. andMel*op # ,: to g ng 

, into some kind ofi ai huddle with, the xowc gathers and as ng 

if i would.be among those present* N£*M*J* * ot m • 

-if i would reoeiviithem down here. L a 

t would reoeive them heoce.i X assume Louie UT, ie getting a 

f wifi . - ^ am of J8i Jin 9:13 

aanJiU'oc .sso. iSLd o.»J of q betssxeinl na fcerot isfloo 

. 
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littl® closer to the shores of Qane Bivor rind what details 
• as to his precise situation when he arrives in B tohitoohes 
should he handled by the Mayor and Jouncil, it seems to me, 
and I am ouite willing to merely dispense hospitality 
at Melroee after the business in town has been determined and 
finally settled. 

AO sooner did l hang up on that conversation ih 
the fiatohitoohes Chamber of wiommeroe telephoned me to 
ask if 1 objected te the plates in the Cane Biter series being 
featured in the Batohitoohes sootion of the Louisiana 
Burohase thing being held.in Shreveport. I didn't. 

It seems that while colonial and ante helium elements in 
the region are being stressed by the Batchitoohes contingent, 

« it was felt that the Uane Biter plates lent themseltes to 
. adtantage for what they hate in mind, —henee the erquest. 

, 1. ■ . . .. J , i 

uf the enclosures, hobina'B was the surprise and I am hoping 
if yen both are able to establish contact, you may hate 
fun bending a biscuit together and comparing notes on 
mutual friends. As your grapetine, probably, functions 
much more effeciently than hers, you will probably be 
able to pass along more news about Uane Biter personalities 
than ifafcn. Gibson, Annie's husband, dropped in unexpeotedly 
from Montgomery, La.,, to ask if he could aooompany the 
graduating class of the school there when they pass this way 
early in nay. he is a tiresome person but a few minutes of him 
, 4.8 amusing, as, for example, when I asked him how Annie was 
making it, he said that she was just fine.but hadn't been 
feeling well all Spring but was hoping to get better by 
the time summer arrited. fhirty years ago, to free herself from 
unoertainity that goes with the sohool teaching, priession, Annie 
married John who was old enough to be ner father, and had a fine 
red automobile. John lost the automobile almoet immediately 
but they "found" a baby and Annie has gone on teaching sohool 
and John has kept right on being old snough to be her father. 

.1 , i ' el cl 4 re o: . ni i j { 

Mrs. JharlesWood telephoned from antohitoohes, saing she 
was goin g to Shreveport in the afternoon and wanted to inquire if 
she eould do apy shopping for me. she couldn't. And why she asked, 
I can't imagine, sines she never did anything of the sort on 
my behalf. , She said she had seen nosalind, Aswelll last week 
and they hr.d discussed the dominant color combinations they felt 
would best suit, my portrait and she asked me what oolors 1 
thought most suitable. 1 told.her i hadn't the s. ightest idea, 
and further, I did not tell her Madam Aswell had been to Melrose 
earlier this weed. . *hat in the world t is portrait business 
1 b about, I cannot imagine, since nothing has boen mentioned by 
the artist to me about it, and i would suppose I might be 
considered an interested party to the business. So things 
turn and so i fold my beard and call it a day.. 
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jpriday, April 17th, 1963. 

• 0 I 

• 0 1 
4 . i 0 S >ci 
j i 10 aT i j ± 

3 4fmvll 

1 IJ Of! < . 

now nioe to find the fat envelope, as of the 3th, in 
today'8 post, and how good it is to get a pietu e of what you 
are up to and how things bust. , t \ 

t * ‘ _ , . i 

All the nous you passed along was of prime interest, and 
1 thank you for keeping me informed on so many fronts. 

. '• -■ -j d c >0 . 

And thanks for letting me know about the missing Memo of 

i the 2§th # , Let os hope it. got into the trash basket and not in 
another's envelope. I wrote Annie some time bask but as 
the letter' did;not oome out the way intended* it, I put 
it a«ide» expecting to re-do it shortly but 1 guess a week 
went by before i got .around to re-phrase the thing, after 
whioh 1 destroyed the one I had intended writing, rerhaps 
it was the memorandum ef the &5th i aotually burned. 1 
hope, met us "hold the thought"* it contained nothing especially 
oonfidential, „• t r i ; 

My mail has been running from • to 12 letters a day 
during the past 6 or;i weeks and it is possible I mis**sent 
one, but while l have done, just that on one ooeasion, —to 
> xtobina several ye Tfi ago, —ppd never mention it to her, - so 
it is possible i, did the same thing on the 26th, but 
iff Luck is; uith us, the thing was simply mixed up with 
the holding shelf items, and so never went apywhere/ 

I'M so gl&d .you uero listening in on the othallo business, 
fojc i heard it„ too, and liked it* i'p so glad you mentioned 
the Bobeson performance and' that would l^e something i should 
really enjoy seeing any old time. 

' t'V, , • , . o'. J 

i had, not heard of the memorial services at Byda Bark 

and was so glad to know about it and the names of some of 
those attending. A shall peter get over how the radio 
eonoentratee so eternally on unheard of places ia korea with 
ever single broadcast and never mentions things, such as 
t ,s service you mentioned, for I’m sure a heap of listeners 
could do with a heap less of unknown and meaningly geographic 

pi ace names In Aaia, and a little mora about day to day matters 

S -^-- 


. JiiO 


transpiring within 

-.m o3 floom 


realm of interst to everyone on home ground. 

3 anoo galvarf roi iro, r . jui ;3 i n; 
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iou ask about the aaelias. some were planted at xuooa, 
tne balance at Arenbourg. and thanks to the mildness of the 
season, and perhaps especially because of the absence of 
intense heat, they all seem to have prospered and by now appear 
firmly established, 1 shall c ntinue to coddle them a bit, however, 
and trust tl.eir initial course may be ruggedly maintained. 

j * it was so kind of you to refer to the cameo in th® expressions 
you employed. I am re-assured by your statement that you 
had admired them in the pawt, for when 1 placed the original 
request that one be picked up if a likely one should appear, 

« x *asn t too sure if you were fond of them or not, but now 
my* doutts are swept away and it goes without saying that 

i am entranced that you are so pleased, 

c ... 0 _ • .. • . • 

The Wenks came for supper, neing civil to* them is oertainly 
difficult. !»a bag said she had called to me on Sunday but 
that- had been too busy with piolgfims to get away to 
speak with her. A am glad ther package i *ad for he* was still 
in the library where it did not necessitate a trip on anyone s 
part to* ruoea, she eays she is sending a couple of people 
to sne me on the morrow, i am quite sure she will come along, 
too, if it is nothing more than to muddy the waterSv #he 
was generally sweetness and light to me but* denounced Juanita 
for having oooked the roast the way she did, —so beooming 
for a guest, it Seemed to me. 1 

■— « i am s glad to have the clippings and shall return the 
" ’woe ^businees in this lettex-br. latex and shell pass along the 
clipping' ou s.o thoughtfully enclosed for Mrs. Qoorobe who 
will vastly appreciate it both for its content and for 
it 8 demonstration of your kindness. 

At ocourBs to me that Annie Gibson might haVe been the one 
who got the memo of thw 26th, if it was not destroyed, i shall 
inquire of her on the point. 

• • ' i. ' ...il - O ' 

And may i thank you for having been so thoughtful as to 
send along the c py of the Pilgrimage artlole. i think 
I have use for it right now in connection with an article 
quite outside anything Uarolyn has een working on, and although 
same of the present artiole's contents eo far as ideas wers 
concerned, may have been employed in oarolytrs article, i 

can r,ut the pr sent material not use to good advantage, 1 believe. 

' 

It has been such a pleasant day, - much high wind, many 
Presbyterians, etc., but it is the letter that oounts, and 
again i thank you for having done so much to make my day a happy one. 
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Sunday, April 19th, 1999. 
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Memorandumj 

• - . 0- . . . V , . * t«- 

"She better the day, the better the deed", qnd so I was up 
and abroad by ft this morning, shivering, a little as 1 headed 
up the road toward arenbourg, for the thermometer was in the 
low 40*s and the Northeastosimd was ohill. But 
labor before sunrise got me warmed up easily enough and 
gpurney baok down the road was the gayer beoause of the daszllng 
sunshine. r vo , 

" ~.-.n t ;a :o ..<«•» * ■ ■ . j ’/Oj. o - a:r. is»i rr oiq ; jf ; -r • i- 
i heard only the middlaf Invitation to yearning, what 
with interruptions at both ends, but what I did hear about 
4anon inter std ma ever .so muoh. it's a book about 
. which 1 know nothing, having seen the.general story as 
presented by the new xork and Paris operas, and according 
to today's discussion, the opera gives but a sorry distortion 
of the real problems set forth in the boot, 

Jk L. 

, ... I suppose i have, remarked before that i> have j . . 

always wonasted wby the stags designers for the Xast ?et 
never fail to have nanan and de Gxisux pass out in a 
barran wasts land, usually punctuatsd here and there by. 
a soraggley cactus and some huge boulders, ihe sections of 
Texas, likely to be stumbled over by any Itth century 
travelers toward the Gulf area oould never possibly land 
them in a place of such desolation, I suppose the sets are 
contrived with a view to o.oatxnat as much as possible the . 
opulence that usually characterises all tbs foregoing acts 
and to heighten the. tragedy,. A was glad tus oo mentators 
remarked on the fact that de Grieux seams to be the personality 
of ftporatnae* in the story which makes it seem a bit odd 
that the opemcehould -have oarrleu -ianon s name* —as wejll as 
the novel itself, since the piece of baggage herself was 
i merely the vehicle through which the. mow important personality 
of de Osxiaux mas served up for the world 1 ? eons Ida rat ion, 

. - .8 i 

hr, end ur8. john kysoz arrived about J.Q. minutes before 
the progrrin had finished, .strangling Macon, so far an i «&« 
concerned, right then and thiexa. I'hey said the oolox films 
. .7 of the magnolias tChinese t were a great aucoeee and. they 

.thought the: light perfeat for taking shots of the poppies and 
day lilies, with uadam kyser and me oaxesning about in 
waves of double pink poppies and golden day lilies. 


0 3 a.jUOHj ^iTci 
a hi bnool 
OS:4X bees 0: . I 
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As they had planned to tan* back to town with them 
tha things for .the Louisiana Furchasa ex P®®JJ^ n » th 

wanted to make notas concerning various derails, i left th m 
lont? enough to take myself across tne fenoa to din*. i 
found things at an unpleasant pitch for somatime hatwaan 
11*0 and lbj30, somebody had passed Dy that astahlishnent 
to inquire about a tour, and vast consternation was a.pressed 
about q the ensuing fair weather ahead and how horrible tne 
summer was going to be with interruptions such as tnat, 
r # and that J. n. had simply got to close down Alrosa, 
ua Lir.ad, as i have heard hi do .before in response to such 
tirades and i suppose nothing will come oi it, cut it aoes 
mate one pause to ponder on the chances of irate and how 
stupidities oan bo created effecting so muoh by suoh 
scatter brains, 

rack at rucoa, the kysors were going over the. screen 
carrying the pictorial map of Louisiana and expressing vast 
admiration for the hpression it orated, L.t "»® 
after some talk, they very delicately hinted that if only 
it could be in the a atonit acnes section of the exposition, it 
would be tne one ti.ing that would giv* just the proper tone, 
l told them tha .they might include it if they cared to, 
rttd they seemed surprised that > would let tne thing out 
of the- house and. del ghted ^o have put across tneir wiah with 
such adroitness. 1 didn't thing the thing 

their car, wh t with all the earner parpnenalia and the bleak 
awan the wane -iver plates and giotohes, etc.., but 
we finally got the covered wagon rigged up and they were 

Off, 0 : C • ■ . ... 1 0 

t ■ j • ■- v 5 a' ■ 

oaturday morning* s guests included a wanan from ,ahreveport 
„nd a m n from rexas, ‘going to uloutierville for dinner and 
then with their hostess and offspring, planning to Journey 
up to oriarwood for the atexnoon. if ‘ole Urginie 
was doing so well earlier in the week., i reason she must 
be about flattened out by today., after suoh a visitation, 
if you should be seeing nobina after reading the above paragraph, 
do pass the news along to her, as she. will probably have some 
pertinent observations to mate on the subject, 

further telephones from Shreveport inquire as to whether 
ihursday or uriday would be more convenient for me to 
reoeive the Washington and new Orleans officials as Meirose. 
i told them to ooutaet tne Mayor of jatchitoohes and. 
finishe plans for the official visit there and that 1 
would take them whenever aeutohitoohss got the statue thing 
settled, a# i see it, staues of Louis a. 1* don t grow on every 
bush but a pilgrimage oan he trump* up at any old time. 

*1. V.»t 'J : . -J ' ‘ '■ • t“ 'HJI 
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Memorandum; 

i i j X i r . • : j; 

ihe bitter weather continues, it was 40 again this morning 
and the little cotton that is up loots as thought it had ohanged 
its mind and deeided to shrivle back into the ground. 

. 

■Out there r 'b ( no great loss without some small gain, as tne 
old saw has it, in proof whereof a 6 year old ohlld up Bermuda 
way picked up a ootton mouth moooasin just behind its head and 
brought it along the bank to where some fishertfeta weir* 
standing. Apparently the cold had mae the reptile semi- dormant,— 
which made it pretty lucky for the ohild. 

ilC ' 0;i X i 1 OGOCIvScfl 0 Hrt i. • 3010X03 

nothing in the garden seems to have been effected by the 
slight frost of last night. And somethings seem to be gorwing 
in spite of the general slow down in that department because of 
aundny • s and- toda *s chili, a while back celeste gave me a piece 
of spearmint from the bed she has growing under her breakfast window. 
Luring the summer She says sho usually trows a buckeV of wattr 
at it ooca&ionally, and the sprigs attain a pleasant growth of 
6 or 7 inches, rhe piece she gave ms 6 or 8 weeks back, a stuck 
in the ground across the path from the big bauldron. Late this 
afternoon, —between pilgrims, as it were, - i thought 1 
would see if the transplanting nad finished it off. rhere 
were some rather tall things growing around the spot i thought 
l planted the thing, - some iris and other plants, which x 
brushed aside in seareh otf the mint beneath. V couldn't find it. 
but as x pushed the tall* btuff kround, a fainiiiar aroma of mind 
came up to me end only then did i notice that tne plant* 
two and a half feet high i had been parting in searoh of the 
stuff wee aotually the mind itself, —a height which seems remar ..able 
in view of its former stature knd its c 'oemrAtatlv*ly recent 
transplanting. n Y *■■■>- ■ j 

gnlbbo* ^licrcg need evnrf 

juanita emained at h6tae today, k-a soi£ tooth, and 
we dined and supped across the fence. *t supper i told celeste 
of the 4 aefc-in-the-b* an st alk element “in the transplant;* mint, hut 

swIl. >1331' i noldeoilb 9.t3 at 31 eo.j.fod j glm 
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she said Irnnkiy ehe couldn’t Imagine such dimensions. 

* Andy*has been having trouble with a back tooth lor 
some time and on oaturday he toot courage in both hands, and 
lor loot ol transporation to tnte hi' to town to a real dentist, 
he caught a truck ride to uloutierville where ux. »vent said 
he would work on it. ue neverly killed »ndy, orushed and 
mangled his gums and finally succeeded in breaking oil the tooth, 
alter which he dismisses the patient, telling him he would have to 
get somebody else to extract tne remained r ol tne broken molar. 

Andy accordingly spent aunday in bed, alter walking three miles 
ol tne way homo, lolliowing the uloutierville ordeal, and remained 
in b*ed today, murellia passed this ay to tell me that mady 
said he would tj to make it this afternoon to help me with 
gardening, but a sent ner Hying home to tell her brother to 
stay put. x'his is tne second or third time one ol my friends has 
experienced the same **misere~ from the same hands, and x. t. ink 
the whole thing outrageous, - 

■ ' . " : : ■ . 

long before this i had intended telling me how much i 
appreciate your toughtlulness in pass ng along word regarding 
the variations in the shades ol blue appearing on the different 
items in the wane *iver series*, naturally i had wanted and 
expected t-e coloring to be i dentioal in each creation, and 
immediately on receiving your information on the matter, i 
complicated with *ock nail, setting forth my wishes. *y speaking ol 
this at the ti e you did, x believe my t letter, which i sent by 
air. probably reached the manufacturer in time to bring 
the shading in the xown of natonitoohes and the *udubon-l>akley 
pi antes into line wih one or another ol some.ol the deigns 
proceeding thesis two latter ones*. 

• j 

nith the knowledge that the shading has not keen identical 
throughout, x shall be prepared, if there should he re-orders, to 
make special bmphasis that particular attention be paid to this 
matter. 

xhroughout thig.little conversation a tell veee ol milk glass 
sitting here on mydesk' befse me has remained quite staid, while 
the lovely big white maarillis lThe .word knpee how that is spelled) 
have been gently nodding with each tap ol the keys, xhers 
art 4 :wge pure whitf flowers on each stalk, and as I used not greener 

lor t e bouquet, onl^ the stems suggest anything but white, and 
theentire ensemble Is really quite ravishing. I so wish 1 
might bounce it in the direotion ol little Aiss XiCS.,., 
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HSw doubly nioe to find both your Wednesday night and 
your Friday noon letters in today's post, x suppose 
a mail pouoh must have.traveled again to eelville, lor there wre 
two or three other letters, as in the ease ol your Wednesday one, 

^which should have.been here yesterday when no 1st class 
< „ mail was forth ooming. o ~ 

: i u r.i i ox3 , ’1 . j . 

now like you to have somehow found time to done all the 

re searoh work, following the news edneerniug the gilt from 
Hi88 nellie. Perhaps we may use some el it to adtan age 
eventually if and when we ever decide to have the folio 
in whioh the pages are bound, orrather were re-bound and which 
down through the years have become loosened rhe cover 
is full leather and the manuscript, appafantly, was first bound 
in ltii - at least ithe date on the baok of the book 
hear8 that date, while, ae we known, the printed edition didn't 
appear until the following year, i have saved the notice 
Irom the express company, notifying me i the arrival ol 
x .the .package ,in -atohitoohes, X thought the original letter 

from jaiss Kellie might well be incorporated in the re-binding, 
and perhaps some ol the notes from the Sydnor biography, hut 
I believe some ol the pages of the original manusoript are not 
^ in order and in the event that an artiola about the 100th anniversary 

ol thq book should be composed and printed, that also might 
ba bound along with the rest, —the re-binding to be in 
the original covers-whioh have given way with loving turning 
ol the manusoript down through the years on elss Kellie's part. 

All of this oan he given thought any old time; perhap this year, 
perhaps next or whenever, any time you should like:to borrow 
an extra live minutes to turn through the thing, I shall he 
gla^, to send it along to you by ordinary papoel poet whioh, X think, 
is prfeotly sale. 

a noii y niagrad ir\d io Jmq * liaasww o.iJ uox 

. ;u .tin; And may x .thank you fox allithe news you passed along, —all 
■ of it being quite new. i had not heard el the-death of malvina 
Thompson on /the lLth, and x thank you fox passing that item alon T , too 
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Rosalind passed this way this noon. 1 tats it she was 
going on to dinner some place or other, perhaps in the .Bermuda 
section. I only saw her a tew minutes. She said she wanted 
to tell me something she thought i would find amusig. 

dhe said h* husband was passing by the Millspaugh emporium 
recently and was air. Millspaugh pointing out some merchandise 
in the window which was loaded down the ASWfll books and 
Lestan plates, and Just as he passed, he heard Mr. Millspaugh 
remark to the man and woman: 

. : fated 

.“there goes *r. *swell now.” 

' . Ci * 

xhe latter stopped in the hotel, which is next door and 
a couple of seconds later tr.e oouplc oame in and tne lady, 
rushing up to him, exclaimed) 

"Oh. Mr. aswell, we have Just bought,one of your plates 
of the wane ^iver series and i wonder if you will be so kind as 
to give me an autogxahyou this slip of paper so 1 may paste 
it on the back of my plats* w 

• - 

just so long a* some nitwit doesn't coming rushing in 
to rucca one day, pushing u *he birds add the. Bess in my 
direction, asking np© to autography my book. 

• ' ' “» 

and speaking of books, yqur advise regarding the forth¬ 
coming uol>- natche Oliver opus is oertainly a surprise, jror 
a long time she has been fiddling around with "lost plantations 
n nd i suppose this may well be the subjcot of her new effort. 

Both jaunita and Andy are still in the bed, —but not tne 
same one, but more or less from the sn oomplaint, - dental. 

4 nd so with an extra gue.s^ or two, we all dined and supped across 
the fence today, oeleste left at 9 o’clock, or a little Defore, 

• to spend the day at bridge at Manny or Mansfield or some such 
place but} Madam xxegard was quite on the Job ad dispensed 
food and unexpected callers before each gathering at tne 
board with infinite grace and charm, *<ben i left her about 
first dark, the bridge player hadn t shown up as yet 

. 'TC 1 

xou asked aout the wusach’s part of the bargain which 1 
failed to get across in a recent report, due to runnig off 
the traok. rhe bargain was ^ kupt, but the original account 
had been so distorted as to make one wonder why the matter had ever 
been brought upl xho picture appeared, —Just the picture of 
any wor.an of the gay 90*8 era, -quite ineignifioant and 
nothing to suggest that tne suojeot was anything but white, 
and tne thing was merely a photograph, perhaps 19 inches by 18, 
in a most ordinary frame, yhree membore of the 

,-jCf ln L t _ia, ,"A . . fomtlw are 
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Memorandum: 

t . v . • L • ; 

oummer oame back as swiftly as it had withdrawn, xhe 
thermometer sailed to the upper 90’S'during the afternoon and tha 
low for tonigfc will be 70, according to those suppose© to know about 
such nacromanoy. J , x 1 , 

• * « . * 

a he re seemed to be quite a lot Of mail today but notning 
of any especial interest, altho gh i was glad tp bear indirectly 
through nudolph acout aennet>. rhere was a"oa d from la Montespa 
which i shall also tuck in, if i can find it, —but as it contained 
noting of moment, it will make no difference if a' set hand to it or not, 

. .. iii . no i© •-•£> l ' !!i - * :0 " J 

ura telep oned tnie mo ning to say twp of her sons we*e 
flattened out with f-vex. one is making gOod progress* but the 
lady doetor reoomraended that if the "other had not cfhown favorable 
signs this afternoon, he should be taken to a 3hfevaport hospital. 

She says she had better^forugo any attempt at writing until her 
household gets straightened «out a little, and as she herself tends to 

wilt under too muoh nursing on others, i think she is quite right. 

' 

l|he ; Qhamber of uoaimeroe telephoned tWioe, —once to say 
that the Batohitoobes material assembled If ox the Louisiana fur chase 
business in Shreveport turned nut tnt everybody's satisfaction, 
including the Gar at or of the museum where* it is Jjeihg displayed, 
apd although the origaal intention had been, “to show the material 
for two woaks only, it now- seemed better to hold ^t for four weeks, 
what with, some other eivic festivities being planned, f toi them 

I was in no- rush to get back my plunder. 

* 

And then, they telephoned again inviting me to the 
tea to be given*the Washington officials apd those from Mew Orleans 
on rriday. I'he hour named Mas i but A*gave instructions as to 
points to be called to the attention of thp vieitors as to where 
I felt the Louis XI V thing should be erected and as the 


offieials had expressed a ddsirc to meet me, I would reoeive.thwm 
at Melroseiat 8i00 a «r 8)80, L as'it} i4 assumed tb^jf will>e traveling 
South .following the watohitoohws 'tea. {he gardens should be pretty 

arwiicid too ep» o, o.id 3 e-Hi.-Toi* novi^ 
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Thursday, April *>3*d, 1S53* 


along about sunset, and in the event the official time-table gets 
into a tangle, they oan mate Melrose the next morning if they remain 
in i#ato itoohes all night, - or, if they are bound by other 
engagements to proceed to «ew Orleans that night, they oan skip 
me and mill have missed nothing, 

xhere are the Mayer and the Board of Aldermen who are §oquaninted 
with my ideas as to the placing of the srtue, and it seems to me good 
politios to let them give the impression the seleotion of the site 
i® their, doings. After all, there is honor enough for all, and 
if i don t appear at the tea, ma y of those preeent will feel 
that the** seleotion of the site has be eh made by pe sponsible i'own 
fathers and not by a rural resident of the parish. How i should 
like to hear you roll that rural resident business. 

. 

i am so glad you auvised me in your last letter that you 
could make use of the two aatohitochos papers which I have been 
keeping intaot. Just as they were received, on £he holding shelf. 

I shall get them into the mail on the morrow or on Friday. 

In today s post oarne a oopy of ths Houston Tress, containing 
the article by oarl Little, --the thing being sent by woe henry 
without oomment, xhe article is pretty outrageous and I am 
hoping to keep it from the other oenrys in hopes I oan pass it off 
to woe as nothing of any consequence, holding the thought he may 
forget about it before he gets over this way again. Although 
Lyle isn't named, there is 'a drunken episode in the piece that 
use8 him as the model, as for the part in which 1 figure, there 
doesn t seem t<Tbe* a word of truth in any of it, or in what it 
saya about Miss wammie'e will, eto. Jir. Little made a great 
blunder in doing this artiole if, as I believe, ha should bike 
to retrun to -el-rose, for if he ever should make the front gate, I 
should be movt careful to say nothing bat would suggest aiything ■ 
of consequence on whioh a tall tale could be hung. And, 
natuxally, with the host being constantly on his guard, the guest 
is bound to get mighty little by way of atmosphere that is at 
all pleasant, X haven t the artiole at the moment, but will send 
it along in a day or twd whet it oomes to hand, —James having 
asked me to let him see it. £ shall not show it to uelfste or J. H. 

X read a couple more pagesfrom Howard Spring's There xs v 

Itfft A vtm An T wVi { 1 rttlf •! vino Fa 1 4 Ira T -- a • 


No Ammour which l continue to like. X assume 4r, Spring is a 
British nuthor, as the thing is xeoorded in London, although I novor 
hoard of him before. X learned from.sdmething in the novel referring 
to the reohaikovski-ron meek-relations that the «edgewood brothers 
had given Qoleridge, tie poet an annunity of ISO pounds, whioh 
make8 mo like weggewood creations oven more. But 
the hour cttt uoes rind I must roll up my .leevOir >.nd AnooA out a bit 
of oorretpoudenoe.. 
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Mow mow to find your fueoday. th. Slot, all mall In 
this morning's post. 

t.+ .oo icind of you to let mo know so spssdily bow 
the Hook Hall business wefct into a tangle and what the 
prospects are, 
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TrlJ their lvidual^dt^tlnatlonw. ' 

I advised Mrs. Stirling some time back that J «l°ssy 

?! r.: fefeaswa®?SfiHrT* 

Natch ltochos*Time ^^^^^^tlfcoS tl'hLd^if^e 

approrprlately. ,'j^ . 


I am so glad you like the designs and that 

rtohno=h. a a i tn.“,-j undioo, to pnlll 
the other in the ^aneJ 1 J® 1 on that*the Town of 
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the tourist alike. 
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.111 went t. 

make use of them as gifts. 
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It was good of yod to mention seeing itobina on Monday for 
lunch and I shall be all ears tq know how it all turned out. 

Of course 1 realize it was mutually pleasant for you both and 
if I am any guess of news, she might have learned a heap 
more about Louisiana things from you than you from hex. 

I think the enclosure or two may be of scant interest. 

Xhe news from South Carolina was unexpected. It seems that 
la storm must be writng less and less fox it seems months since 
last we heard from hex directly. 

• 0 . v „ A . . 

-he letter from Madam Marco seems to have staxted out 
without salutation but I assume it was all there was written 
to start with, but 1 hope no pages were lost, as 
M is 8 Nellie approaches 90, it is really wonderful how she 
mantaine her coxresponednn in spite of all her handicaps. 1 
am hoping the ear'phones may wort to perfection for her, as 
I believe they will, for I feel certain she will get 
no end of pleasure out of all the relaxation the 

reading maohine will afford hex. 

*" 

.Three sets of pilgrims whom I had never seen before, and hailing 
from different States, all volonteered the information today 
that I was to receive the "iashigton and New Orleans officials 
in town on the morrow. Of oourse I am not dreaming of 
going to Natchitoches and if their schedule doesn't get 
so gummed up they never a.rive here before dale I ‘ 
s ha lie be mazed. . . : 
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i’he weather remains in the CO's and whsrt with partial 
cloud coverage today with now and then a veil of mist pa sing this 
way. the humidity is high and I appear to be sleepy. I should 
like to read a page or two of the -Owaxd Spring opus which I 
like but something tells me I shall never get beyond 
the first few paragraphs. Everyone passing this way is reading 
"Besireas" or whatever is che title of that popular « 

Napoleonic novel or biography or whatever that seems to 
appeal to everyone undertaking it. I am impatient to 
have the tfeuchwangler study of Jean Jacques riousseau come to 
hand and I am hoping we shall not have to wait too long. 

m “ t 

. . : i ’ - 

In Natchitoches, people tonight are keeping their doors 
closed, following the escape last night from a traveling road 
show of a && fqot python. There isnt a chance of stepping on the 
thing anyway, although I suppose on might be able to bump into 
him But I must get to work now and thence to bed; .... 


r u 
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Memorandum: 

How nice to find your air mail - of *later* Tuesday. 

Please don't lot the matter of the photographs 
put the slightest ripple on the serenity of your mind, They 
will come In all good timo, and if they arrive before or after 
the pi a toe, not a bit of differenoe. She publicity wUl 
perhaps spread even wider if the merchandise has been released 
in advanes of the newspaper aooounts. But it is quite likely 
that the photographs wi 1 still afxite prior to the plates, 
sinoe they are forever having a way of dweddllng along en route. 
, * 'j frod til roI;.ons • r. afffOJ 

. If I designate as craok-pot the proposition of racing 

up and down the Mast coast liks a squirrel in a sage, I 
certain I am simply voicing your own opittiofu But 
it goes without sayin that I nt the somt time appreicate 
all the potentials and how it may turn out, —for the sake 
of peace, —to do hand springs all ovsr ths plaot, and 
if that .seems imperative, then.it will be done, but let ps 
hold the thought that that will not be necessary. 

Should there come an abrupt oessation fn correspondence 
from 90i. however, it goes without saying that I shall under¬ 
stand oompletsly, thanks to your thoughtfulness in advising 
no in advanot. 

, The rains oame this morning about 10, pleasant ones c 
that never did rowlly etopr all day, or at least until d 
o'clock, but often they degenerated into mere mists. The 
gardens and cottbn fields have bsen benefited enormously and 
the promise is for more rain on the morrow. • 

v • ' ' v 1 „ 

As I had declined the invitation to the tea for the 
Srabassy staff and the Consul General, It wasn t to be 
expeoted, in view of the weather, that they should ever 
mako it this far af ibid. 

Mugene and I had eupper at §|90 find I returned to Yuooa 
and rolled up my sleeves to do a bit of weed pulling, what 
with the rain having oeased, and it was in that*situation that 
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Sunday, April jifth, 1953 


Memorandum} 

. o - ill - c • - 

Jirst oil, may 1 invite your attention to the clipping 
from the Houston Press. 


in tbwn, —snadwiches, meat pies (on Friday, too), salades, 
oaues and Heaven knows what all I am glad' they therebye 
demostrated by this gesture that the old flub-dub stulliness ol 
conventional protoool had been oast aside and although this 
was their intial meeting, it had' been oontrlved iLa such a friendly 
spirited so we toured and talked plantation, »one plantation 
ol color ol the old days. And then we sat on the gallery, giving 
on the white garden, relaxed over a glass ol port, --and 
tallced statue* It was all very pleasant and everybody seemed 
to agree that Louis XIV should remember in Louisiana and that 
Hatohitoohes was the spot where his memorial should be plaoed. 

M. Seyboux, out ol Washington, had been at the court ol 
Juan ahd i£va Perron in Buenos ires at the same time Mr. Belle 
had been there* too. *na it was pleasant to lind that thread 
of mutual interest. And I tallied with the Consul General about 
his radio appearanoe on the same program with Alice Graham, 
discussing Mme, de Pompadour, and that was fun, too. Alter 
all, any sitting with suoh a group tnat oan welcome Louis XIV 
and Mme. de Pompadour with genuine enthusiasm <s unique and 
pleasant withal. 

in the airloan jaouse they notioed the plates ol the African 
House and the Jane dver 3n*»y. They said 'thej had examined 
taera at the exposition in Shreveport that morning with especial 
interest because they had expected to explore the region, new 
1° the' close of cay, and thatthey had reiilaed at 

the time that they would he meeting the individual o£ whom' 
they had’ read In the Pioayue concerning teem. It goes 
without saying, ol course, that I thought it an excellent 
opportunity to toss some plates into the soales in favor ol 
the lath xrouis and as reminders in the week^a ahead that 
tnere is suoh a place as the Cane *lver Country. 

■‘■banks -to a quiet day, I don t feel so sleepy as usual, and 
so I shall knock, off some mail loft, with and then read 
a couple of pn fc es from the $Q*ard 3 priug novel. It has started 
sprinkling a fc ain but I'm glad we had tne respite just at tne right 
moment,;,,.. 


And now, having read it 


the Estate soems distinctly out ol order, and speoilicially the 
implication that students of the loaal college were exposed 
to suoh scandal by a visit here. 

■ , • - 

• • • 

I 8ha11 respond# to Boaalind's letter but shall make no 
reference to the article on the theory that in view ol the 
circumstances, it is lor the Aswells to speak ol that, not lor me 

i I oan t remember il I mentioned in Friday's memo that 
Carolyn telephoned .from Marshall that afternoon. She said 
that Helen seems so exhausted at the dose ol the office day 
that it ,seamed better lor her not to try to make it over here 
lor a wee& end, as. had been hinted in the last letter or 
telephone call, - I can't remember whiah. But ,1 suppose 
that hint was contained in a letter from Carolyn sometime back, a 
I seem to remember writing tat Jr thought Carolyn and I could 
accomplish more il. we. didn t try to mix in tfce social* with 
the other lines ol endeavof. Perhaps that line discouraged 
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the Waco week end on Cane River. But whatever it was, 

I am glad they t didn't oome, for there was enough other 
8tuff cooking without any extras. But Carolyn said she would 
try to make it here on Monday, —tomorrow, in order that 
we might do a synopsis on the Oane River to submit to 
somebody or other, and that is alright by me, although 
she i8 so long on preparation that I have slight interest 
in suoh preliminaries. 

But then Oarolyn said something that mildly floored me. 

She said she had taken the article she had done for The Post 
with her to .?aoo last weekend and that Helen though it 
was fine and that she would bring it with h®» ®n Monday to 
go over it again with me before sending it to Philadelphia. 

I am trying to think Just w y she bothered to proof-read 
’ the thing over the long distance wire a couple qf weeks back 
if she wasn't sending it until heaven lyaows when. 3he certainly 
is a gifted individual but like so many in that category, altogether 
mighty curious. At the speed she is hitting with this article, 
we ought to see one on Jane .tiver turned out by I960 at the 
latest, I should think. 

; i s i:r . . j - xuo.. . - : ; 

The aay was marvelous, brilliant sun and a cool breeze, but 
on the plantation is was one of those times whpn 
“people all around are making faces, a d all the world’s 
a-Jangle and a-jar", especially in the Hacz. family. Y. C. 
came dashing by about noon, ne said his papa. Beau (A. C.) was 
trying to kill him. I tried quieting tnat one and bandaged 
up his hand w&ioh was cut. Later Juanita passed this way, just 
after her son had departed, saying that beau was drunk and 
intending to kill Y. 0., and asking if I could write a note to 
somebody in Shreveport that Y. 0. could take witfc him with 
a view to getting a job up there. I could 


Fortunately things >arose the fence were serene today, 
that helped, esp cially for supper, for by first dark I was 
tired from settling negro soufflings, giving too many tours, 
and turning over a paraphrase in m) mind of a line from the 
Bible j - “Beraeraber the Sabbath Lay and keep it (w)holy-- 
and exclusively for the unpredictable. 


and 


• h 


Bon 


# < * t * 

1 1 bother to send back the Carl Little —1 almost 

If I ever need to refer 


said the Harnett Kane, - article. If I ever need to refer to 
it, I oan always get a copy from J. H. to whom Joe sent one. 

• 

And now I must roll up my sleeves and toss off a aouple 
or six letters ana hope to get them out of the way before Miss 
Roundtree ma^es her bowl hope it h?>s been a day of 
vast uiet and relaxation for little Mise Lee with no 
raod running in sight.... 
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Monday, April 37 th, 1963. 
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Memorandum! 
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.rr 


ax jam 


. > o 


How nice to find your Wednesday letter in this morning’s 
post and hotf kind of you to give me suoh a comprehensive 

picture of your bread-breaking with little Miss Lenholme. 

, J I i ■ j . : 3 I;:. ; '3^:5 

I am so gird you included the unexpected greeting you 
reoeived when first est- blishlng contact by telephone, • *It 
was so gay. And I*m glad to»havea pen pictne also of 
your selection for a plrice for dining and some insight as to 
what the lady planned for -her stay in Manhattan. 

r , 


fro 

L 9-1 




1 o 


rev 


5 es o eft 


on. 


And ti.anks, >too* for mentioning taut the lady leaves Manhattan 
as of Sunday, last past, 1 shall unOak a n °t® to her 

Viot srrl*n -1 home. 


3.i X 


JlI 


o:.3 


tonight so she may have it on her arrival home. 

f J 'j •» H --' 1 ,J ® - 

Today has been one of those perfect ones of t is time of 
year, cloudless nd enough breeae >,stir to ieep the thermo eter 
a.llghtfully etendy 1 b t>. »*#. 

There were pilgrims shoeduled for 6 o’dock, bringing 
other pilrims from II Paso, - and some friends of Celeste 
shepherding the whole -posse. I saw Madam Cloutier, am ng 
others, as I passed by the house ne: t door, ihe said she 
was coming down to spend a morning with me one of these days. 
Heave if help me *t that sitting, she seems to be gunning fox 
her sister-in-law, Orn, these days, and never seems to 
realize that evorybody likes Ora and aocctoiingly quite 
bored by the strange, Went-like tirade* that la Cloutier 
is forever linking a vast md pointless racket over. 

j i i : .1 i. i . ■: i . • J.. • i j i t * i . j ■ - Ll ■■ . 

• 1 got rid of my part of the entertaining by 8jl», and 
the waxing moon-was something of a 1 helfc in getting the 
contingent bok across the fence. 

7T';; { I -V : J • • 1 • • '10 

I w> s glad to divest myself of the, in view of my 
expectation that Caroly, in accordance with her Friday telephone, 
was scheduled to arrive almost any time today. Sell, that- 
is perhaps when she will -.Trite, --any time, for it is 
now a -little after 9, and not a peep out of her. Her 

, , ,0 -VS.; 3 WO 1 3 l:li 3 3s« fl ' I j 131J J : 
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unpredictable ways are but old stuff to hex frionas of longer 
Binding. I suppose, but 1 shall have to know hei years longer 
before i shall accutdm myself to appointments kept cA hours 
late, —and the more so in view of the availability of 
telephones which ann be employed for proof reading but 
not to assist the expectant host straight about 
failures to put in an appearance. 

Thanks to your diligenoe in discovering the wrong trEOk on 
which I had embarked in pursuit of the Mount Vernon-fort Union 
doe’s head, I am returning the the Audubon-Oakley plate as a 
point of beginning and am pondering on abandoning the Audbon aspect 
of the series and blaring out a trail in another direction, — 
which might tentatively be styled the Old Louisiana Plantation 
series.. The idea would be to incorporatein > ••«» P 1 ** • . onQ 
sketch of the plantation home and, as in the case of the uakley on , 
to introduce the outstanding historical feature giving th 
plantation its primary claim to fame. In this series, the 
"border, unlike the one used in the Cane silver series, would be 
the same as that being used in the Oakley one. Oddly enough 
Melrose, —using the big house as the maid architectural subject, 
might find itself inthe Old Louisiana Plantation series rather 
than the Oane Bi'ver. But Oakland on the Joyeous Coast, would 
be in the Cane ^iver to rond out the Oane River panorama. 

The Alphonse Prudhooraes who own Oakland today have no money at 
all and so would not invest heavily in the plate carrying their 
own maneion while Madam Cloutier, with gobs of oaeh, must not 
expect her house to dominate the Joyous Coast item, since in 
spite of its elegance of interior, Beaufort doesn t lend itself 
to impressive reproauction as a painting. 

Tentatively, I envision the Melt se sketch for the Old 
Louisiana Plantation series, as somewhat like the Audbon-Oakly thing, 
with Miss Camraie occupying the Audubon postion, busy at scrapbooking, 
with Lyle in the pxsfci position of the' Beautiful ^liea, 
tossing off a manuscript, flew urleans and Baton Bouge could 
probably abeob quite a few of this particular subject and 
a fc oodly number of the entire Old Louisiana Plantation series 
if I should establish contact with the proper retail places. 

But all t'his is still nebular in my mi d and may W may_aot take 
definite shape as I wave my hoe # and scuffle around in the unending 
skirmish of flowere versus weeds, order versus confusion. 

But the hour advances and the Sand Man is coming this 
way, impelling me to fold up at this point and call it 
a day. The thermometer will tou b 86 on the morrow and the 
Chamber of Commerce' say 100 people want tO f head thie way, so 
I had better grab a bit of shut-eye as against tomorrow s dawn.... 
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Tuesday, April g«th, IMS. 

,c*I alii 'mu to:. 

, i 3ca ofloo' eiiv o3 .ios3o3 be\£Qlqma 

ti oserii ni i o 03 an 03 orow 03 rroex 

. ^ 

I suppose the . obvious way to keep abreast of 


m 

3 


no 


contemporay folkways Is to establish contact now and 
th« .lthlh. rlrtta* 

t . • r . ■ u- -ii o.. .i 

1 was*in totich with about one hundred of such 

22*“^ -, Al « an,axl ® Phil^xen whose ages probab 
0 ie. 

They were *fUS' children and probably * 
social stratum a little above the average. 

- to facilitate the tour, I divided the 


7lfl 

•a 


-iqho: 

They were nice children and probably represented a 

GTOrf'i. 

_e3 uJrol 3ifd 

- —---the/* into two 

groups, saoh non-touring groups gravitating about the store 
while it8 counter part was making the rounds. 

* . ' 

Dr.* Rand had spoknn *to the group yesterday, gaving 
them some salient points regarding th<> geographic and historio 
^aapeots of the'Country, — a pyelude which nndoubted- 

iL thl ^ «o*®i«ate in dur- 

..Win* aiy tn th 9 Mg .0.4. 

They asked intsll gsnt questions, manifested interest 


, o i 

3o 




,3b el 3a ocro to 3hulT U 


V, that > learned, f*<m. the olerx 

how each half had ihvedtd its money during, its wait vis. 
the ^ store Urea, doflla Colas were bpugjb pith some abandon, — 
which oerthih^y is but natural.,’%Jldly surprised, 
how©v9r f when A learned their they had purchased ell the olgare 
in the store, i oan't imagine 14 year olds puffing on 
Oigarw dndr for all I know, they were >uvljig them as presente 
for their respective papas. It is possible oi axa ara not 
sold to younWtete in town. —I don't know- hut, the 

purpose.to 

aoai xuo 36h 3 00 IIi» itlds.de rq oc baa bncoia 
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a new wrinkle in youngster trends, so far as my 
knowledge is concerned. They bought out the 
entire stoofc of nipples for baby's milk bottle* It 
seems these were employed to attaoh to the ooke bottles 
in which they were investing, and happy was the youth and 
maiden to were so lucky as to obtain these items before 
the s.pply was all gone. I never tried drinking ooke 
through a nipply, and, as a matter of faet, I can't 
remember how the sensation struek me when as a baby, I 
probably was fed through this medipm, and at the 
moment, I cannot but wonder how this fad etex started and 
find myself curious to know what different the sensation 
may be in thus onsuming the popular liquid. 

-- . 

Somehow, off hand, the combination of cigars and 
nipples seems wonderfully in juxtaposition, and a contempt- 
ary whimsy that seemingly must bp unique. 






T-lS IfllC OB 
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xhere was much rumbling of thunder druing the tour, 
but fortu htely 1 got rid of the last of them before the 
rains began. * - on L ^ . 

' , aat 

1 had completely given up all thought of Carolyn appearing 
this week when, Loi around 6i*0, she appeared., 

we have uone some genera), chatting thie evening, to 
the tune of inoesB&nt cannonading from on high, and I 
suppose pshaps 4 or S inohss of watsx has oome down as 
betwesn 4 this evening and midnight, as 1 pen these 


;, i o i I e ec i b 6 ait ■ 


8 Jli 


lines. 

the weather forecast is fox rains tonight and tomorrow, 
and so far as tonight is concerned, the weather brneax got 
it right fox once at least. 

, Kin in •- -I a 

Celeste, madam Cloutier and a couple of other gals 
have been planning to spend Thursday at briarwood on a 
iris ..pur ohaaing outing, but something tells me that is 
one trip that will not be made this week. 

3 1 1« . »-• «i 

As for the possibility of taking any, pictures during 
carolyn s visit, that appears* to be completely out 
of the question, and. even if * the skies'should dear ahead of 
schedule, it is dou tful if'we shall be able to get around 
much, for water is said to be*rising rapidly all around. 

If this letter should be late*In arriving, it will probably 
be due to delayed train service in this area, fox the tranoks 
axp probably unde* water by now: Fortunately we are on high 
ground here and so probably will not get our feet wet..... 


Wednesday, April 29th, 196*. 

- 

o . 

i 


0 7 xric.. C.C 

memorandum! 

all the talk seems, to be about the weather, of which 
we have had so much since'last i dipped pen in ink* 


-i 


within approximately 6 hours 'last nigh*,,.u , 
seven and a half, inohes of rain fell at wtand Aoore, ten and 
* a half at Alexandria I figure we rsoeived about 9 inohes, 

which is erie way of saying there, was ample dampness: for a single 
' sitting,* —*40 tons to the acre. 

■rxees were* blown down in various sections in the neighborhood 
but none on any of our pet properties. Xha fire engines 
from slxandria were blocked nff by water when attempting to 
respond to an urgency oall from the looal air base where 
something or other was going up in flames at a great rata, 
and OT1 the far side of bed aiver at montgopery tho 
oract train from Aansas city or at. Louis Jumped the tracks, 
or perhaps the tracks Jumped their bed, and a flock of 
passenger cars slithered 0 ff into the mud, killing »o one. 

— , 

it would be superfluous to remark that young lake* 

* formed about the wardens’ and what with cloudiness 
obtaining all dM^t^ ^ 

thought of. 


>7 00 J 

■ 5 »«oi« 


y. 


^obtaining all Hj£,t*e taking of pictures wa#n t to be 


O 0 


is continuing 


» 


Hi 

3a8I3- 
8|fl bflj 
3ari3 
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AS s fore ast for the morrcm-i 
cloudiness Appafantly it wasn t intended that cameras 
should he used at this go-round. 

cut the situation outside m w de inside attractive for 
desk work, and I spent the whole day dietating the main outlines 
for the cane miver article. Carolyn types with considerable 
speed and if i speak rather slowly, she can get most of it down 
without asking me to repeat, 3 t v • * • s- 

" iCTO 8 „ ® , v 03 03 lleared ne^a -ed 

i suppose x rattled off § or 10 pages, sickle spaeed, 

« * ' ^ Li mm A WAV BA -9 ASP 


0-2 0TC 


x ou^vee A ^ — --r w » ^ ^ * 

with additional pages, siting chapter and^orcu. for 
elaboration'and filling when 1 am not present. . 


we shall hava a other go at things on the morrowwhen i shall 
» entire 


complete th* entire fxamepoxfc and a considerable 


"Sit ins ip. ,., ti i: ass* 

' u( f , 1)838 V. 9 .ft via fil.O 


0: f 

up-xighta.' 


t. or.' i ottrl toe^.r od i beaa-^q 3(.n 
ullfs ,18 el llllc. .i) 10 aol 3 fll 

. iiOl ■ I - ■ 3 ' - 
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, rhe thing is being appraoehed with a view to sailing 
it to nolliday as a travel story, we snail open the thing, perhaps, 
with a description of the wilderness country to the north of 
aatchitoches, being traversed by the tourist, concentrating 
on the picture presented in times prior to old ahreve and 

his “bust-np" of the xted stiver raft : 

* • 

approaching urand score, we shall note the physical 
dfferehoes of the oountry at this point where the 
"country of the lotus eaters" begins, -then we jog 
along, iter pushing the Indian rricnes for the millionth time 
off the uliffs, - in the gotaearl direction ol watehitoohes, 

*nd after doing that with some thoroughness, we shall Jog along 
over familar terrain, - along the Joyous woast, Melrose, uloutier- 
ville and bring the thing to a close on the “did stamping ground 
of unole xom and his over-worked “Case", 
a nl srroifooa st-ofThw tti cr-ob ptto fa si s -• / 

«e have today Just about covered everything down 
to and through the melrose-mulatto territory, and tomorrow 
we shall have a go at Magnolia, kate uhopin and on through 
the iUOAlpin domain and perhaps end up on a sour note with 
the oolfax riots, 1 

13 , ; . 

of course the thing will embrace something more than 
travelogue*enumerations, with various points for pondering toosed 
in, —such speculation as to what there is still remaining along 
wane xtiver of the 18th century, where progresss moseys along 
sedately; -.cotton picker of modern make and new fangled cotton 
gins in Jumtapostion to aneientmule peered cane grinding 
establishmentc and filet cOnootions*T$ofi' the*leaves of the 
eassafrass tree, . T ” . 

• ^-1 • 2* - w v . J i V 

such are some of the things with which we labored today, and 

* 

:e operating. 
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Ihursdayl April 30th, 1958, 
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xhe sky was cloudless all’day and not a pioture 
could be snapped, what with a curious yellowish fog 
that permeated the atmosphere, the stuff being a gift 
from the fexas dust bdwl which is blowing madly at 
the nomenf, although in Houisidna the breeses 

after its 


* reach only*16 or 20 miles an hour, xhe th< 
touched 87 and the greenefy Is wonderful,^ 
9 inch washing, ... 

_ > _ . . . - . . . .._ ... * 1 _.A A 4 
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I finished dictating the balance of the 
somewhat elaborate skeleton of the Jane ..iver story. -- 
perhaps half a doaen single spaced sheets, after which 
we took to the big road, covering much ol the 
the river on both*sides, and stopping frequently .to 
Jot down additional notes as this or that scene 
recalled some point or other; not already 
covered by yesterday s and today's dictation, 

«e experienced'no travel diffiodltiet going to 
town on this side of the riter but high water blocked 
us when we aftemptec to reach .Bermuda from the 
cement highway at wypress, -the lane taken by 
little Mias nee when she Journeyed from that point 
in the direction of Bermuda to stop at .Beaufort. 

Me turning to the oement highway, we proceeded south 
and found at Montrose that the water spread like a vast 

j, _iv. a n -Par Ana WO OOUld see. • 


U 

tl til 

.10 r 




wuuu fti— oumo x Kiio kiuu^e nivu nxixuil iduuiuu (A 

i reckon this reoittion makes might dull reading, but it 

is pleasant to pass along this vignette of how things ar< 

. o - 

on the side of milder surprises, x was vaguely amased 
tliis morning at 7 during the downpour that ueleste should have 
be-taken herself to town to get a permanent, x suppose, in 
ivew of her impending trip to the woords of the normon retreat 
on the morrow, in company with three ladies, including madam 
oloutier. . 1 am under the imoression they will not make that 
trip for water is beginning to ooose over the montrose lane 
and nayou .orevelle is probably no more swollen that billions 
of others between here and the normon menage, rims it would 
seem we have acquired one pointless ^permanent, but x reckon it 
can always pressed »be pressed) into some otherr setting for 
admiration or allure, billy letter, silly subjeot matter, 
but pen ape x shall do better on the morrow,,.. 


ax 


>t 3 
j 


^OllOri o.: 


OUVA 1VUUM me --- r . 

lake from the oement eastward as far could see, — 

perhaps a mile and a half toward Melrose, xor perhaps 
four miles aouth of Montrose, the pastue land as far 
as we oouid see w4s submergad, but we were able to 
turn from the cement into the dirt road at x>erry, 
proceeding northward toward Magnolia and thence back 
home, making notes throughout the trip along the gravel. 

At supper,, j. fi. , for th« first tim in the 
16 years i have fcnon him, was not the fifdt to leave 
* the.table, ue sedmed interested in several points 
on which Jarolyn consulted him, and after Han, 
who was id own for supper, and *ugene had i » too » 

withdrew to give the two an opportunity te settle 
various points, in a letter ‘16 *deien a month or so 
ago, X express the hope that oarolyn would lease her 
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'■f firm of trving to operate it. nelen, so oarolyn tells 

me, had hadvised her along such line a, although 
never mentioned the subject to uarolyn. J-t seems tto.t du g 
their post supper conversation, H. advised hex in 
manner — and i believe, convinced her of the wisdom of such 
move' Persona lj, I think that may be the one way she may 
retain* owner ship, being thus freed to do something for which she 
is much better equipped and trained. 

un my recommendation, she took up the matter of doing 
a book on cotton, - largely pictorial, with a view of 
having the same contracted for by the wotton Gouncil. ohe had 
brought a publication, sponsored by Shell u&l on 
subject of oil, and thus could readily present J® 1 id ® a J 
the ootton story. J. n., as a member of the cotton board, 
told her he was on friendly terms with the head of the agency 
handling cotton pu.lio relations and expected to see him in 
Memphis on the 24th of May and that he would be glad to take 
along'the oil book, together with a synopsis of what she ® n * i s d0B ® d 
firthe cotton book, immediately following her conferencewith j. H. 
we set o work making out a rought rabl* of contents th ® *• 
and felt that this, on top of the cane &iver story ^hors, had 
nroduoed gratifying promises for the day‘s labors* 1 mu^t 
say I felt the greatest canpensation for the day's disappointments 
caused by the dust business, was wonderfully satifying if 
nothing more was accomplished than getting the lad y *® B 
the wisdom of leasing her property, and thus save it from 

further chanoe to disolving as a financial asset. 

- t 

she will head out tomorrow morning, in spite of the 
•promiee for for fair weather since the weather bureau also 
Rtotaa that with the cloudless skies will be the 

continuation of the dust storms which make pohto b raphing anything 
out of d; 0 rs impossible. 

AcooTding to the experts, Hed “iver will attain a height 
of 32 between Grand -oore and Alexandria i88 feet) about 
« rjfl -v 7th but 1 know not if this will men anything in 

this area, as I know not the normal height of the water. I 
am under the impression this area will, not.be effeoted, a *j d 
wht with the Montrose lane b ooking all traffio from the cement, 
l suppose many a pilgrim; neglecting to start out in this 
direction by the gravel roads, will be deflected, therebye giving 
me a measure of freedom over the week end, — i hope. 

* rorgive the dullness of this letter. ESThaps the morrow 

t* trtMl. , . 


_ ? v r<, . -f ■. h i tori-./nil o 1 uo j • as of 

* 

Friday, May 1st, 1983. 
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Memorandum) • 

rcoml a'a iovli. Br. c .3 

* How nice, how nice, how nioe...«* 

-*■* ) s . / f | »r o t T vyc i * J 1 * • ■ 1 

In today's post oame your elegant letter with 
Hook Hall oorkespondenoe enolosed, along with the 

films for Kudolph. .. o 

And let me rush on to say that in the same post oame 
the equally elegant assortment of photograph*, all, of wnion 
entranced me, too, and for all of whioh I call down blessings 
' on your head. 


io? i i v 

? vtlO JX 


i am so"sorry that the photograph* from Hook Hall were such 
a source of annoyance to begin with and such a natter of 
pressure to end'with, but i do thank you most heartily 
not only for having begontten them on my behalf but also 
for all the "misere"'they occasioned. 

i had knocked off the squib for t ha Hatohitoohes fime* 
concerning the loin of Hatohitoohes p at* and so was able 
to forward the glossy print along.promptly so that it .... 
will probably appear next Thursday, - or possibly on the 14th. 

" ijy a Sit of hurrying, I was able to get the Audubon-Oakley one 
into the mail before the postman had f made his rounds down 
Maganolia way, and so both items went scurrying on their 
way without a day's loss. , i . 

* r , .. . 10;. 

'it is bo kind of you to inquire about photographying the 
plates whenever they become available bjrt I think for 
all purposes that I oan envision, the photographic work 
of the sketohe* ooming to hand today are so muoh dearer 
than anything to be achieved .directly from a plate, that 

* we 8 all not need to have these two items recorded on film. 

' 

Only yesterday did it seem to dawn on uarolyn that the 
sketch of the wane Miver -ountry plate would be ideal for 
possible illustration In the artiol* on Qane Miver onwh oh we 
have been working, and latex J.n the year I may ask nook Hall 


, f :;o v rr 


Oli -3; V 
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to send you the finished final drawing fox that plate, hut 
this need not he undertaken before winter. 

,*3l *1*. , w OiT'l 

It was so thoughtful of you to have some splendid hig 
prints made for the leather folio department. I oould 
observe these so well and found several features about them 
that delighted and puzzled me, as in the oase of the 
one in the bulb garden which shows the weaving house from an 
angle never photographed, and the "Patriarch", - being the 
old, old peoane from which so many peoane gr'apts were taken to 
augment the *4 River bassin's important crops of today. 

And the puzzle came, la the Same, pioture me to where Grandpa 
might be hiding, fox, as I recall, I had stooped down to stroke 
hi m at the time the photograph was shot, and yet I can't 
find him any where. Perhaps he ^sa* the oamera coming and 
ducked behind a narcissus. 1 

naturally 1 got vast satisfaction out of your Monday-Tuesday 
news, indicating that flying up and down the ooast had been abandoned, 
and thanks for telling me of your final chat with nobina, wh oh 
was all to the good and the unexpected South of the wulf visitor 
whioh, at best, couldn't have been too hot. flhat a hurly-burly 
week you must have experienced and may the impending week end give 
you an opportunity to eateh your breath. ‘ v/ 
v; tz 3 -' 5 ; no;. o- i z ■ ■ > J ■ 

Today * s post was fairly heavy, must of it being of little 
interest but some ef‘it will be sent along regardless to keep you 
informed. The Stirling letter is of no oonsequenoe but you 
will be glad to see that *elen has taken pen in hfind again and 
I am glad she mentioned sdn ‘the eeohofeio raft on which she 
floated through her ordeal was so adequate, everything she says 
about a Carolyn 1 8 farming projects i subscribe to. In faot, 
a couple of months ago I put just such a besn in Helen’s bonnet to 
sting Uaxolpn with, and by some miracle, the same advise was given 
uaxolyn by H. last night as they lingered over the supper table, 
so she confided to me latex, and ft was so easy to prise J. h's busines 
acumen to her and send her on her way this morning, about convinced 
she in going to lease the plaoe and concentrate on hex. accustomed 
line of endeavor. 3 li v u; ..u: - uOj i v 

, 

i k. got a huge kick out of the Tiled department in the nook aall 
correspondence. I supposa, as you suggested, the same "J." probably 
. got the Stirling address bungled up, even as 1 they injected humor, 
probably without realising it, into your letter, 
e iz 3 3 no av.r-o oi ttoos * ! •»!»> . ■ Tedes’?, pao 

The weather is hot and humid, —just another way of saying every- 
things * growing madly were not under water, and thanks to all your 
kindnesses in today's post; my dhy has. been perfect..... 


Sunday, May ird, 1962. 

' 

©mOO . XfltOT- 


memorandum} 






atmoiafluumj t oi, 

oil • v 1»- '*3 i A U -t y 

xhe enclosure is the thing......... 

, :u x cari tnink' of few things in th^e. world giving us 

V mox8 pleasure than hearing pleasant things said about those 

• «« ibva. it has been a week end in whi.oh l have experienced 
such pleasure and it pleases me no end to share it with 
you. 

• 

j-xom a line or tuo in the letter, one gathers that 
* the writer has poant knowledge of the confidences exohanged 
by mutual’ friends’ and 1 am in favor, of that; what with ths 
“tie that binds" seeming the more precious because it is 
realized*only by those most intimatiy ocueernsd* uff hand. 


i should say it might be a good idea to destroy Said en- 
elosure on reading, but J. love that up to you. 

0i) ; ' .0 ; u T l 

. • i dined across the fence to ay, . aft*r dinner, celeste 

accompanied me from the dinning .room to the swing on her 
gallery, ohe said o. a. usually doesn t return from the 
cattle auotion in Alexandria on nednesday and irxiday until 
midnight but on jrriday night he surprised her by returning 
between 1 and t, ae.said the wrst thing in the world had 
happened, ae had been driving in a seotion or town not 
near the auotion barn, --noboay mentioned the aill street 
seotion. - to observe how muoh tne flood waters had inundatod 
• J the neighooinood when a ohila on axwymtwio bicycle had dashed 

out from between a oouple of ho.usea and hia oar had pitohed 
the child from the bicycle, —whioh wasn't harmed, - and 
the child’s head had been banged on the eurh. reople 
, 0 -c: : liviug iu^tha hou’sea dashed out and a passing oar stopped. 

1 « xhe ihild was taken to the hospital, the family dootox 

summoned, nurses employed, flowers sent and se on. It was 
;i . said & a* report, from Alexandria this morning there would 

fl be no court action.^1 assume that must be miTast relief in 
. view of possible witnesses that might have been oalled, es- 

peoially if the drivfcr ot pfcc*^ oa? did not chance, to he alone. 

. jr *. u oa 31 .sboolt e*d iglo w sei;* *»dl* 

....MiWM ti it f* ft •** *»«« •* 
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un the home front, aam Peace was again stabbed by his 
wife, - the widow Brown. This has happened so often in 
, the past that one instinctively feels Bam must have 
developed an immunity. But he was hauled off to the 
hospital again, as so often before, and if he survives, 1 
suppose the same old round will repeat itself at some looal 
honkey-tonk, oome a Saturday night. 

When Carolyn was here, she proposed doing an artiole 
for the ford Magazine in the section oalled something like 
"Picture *Vith> a Story", in which the flying saucers would 
be clustered in a halo behind me, the shot taken on the 
back gallery, Phis would be a brief artiole that could be 
tossed off in an hour but after she had gone,' another idea 
struok me, which I shall pass along to her. It oame 
to me when x scribbled a note to her, accompanying some 
clippings I had not been able to looate before she loft. I 
took occasion to report to her a couple of pleasant remarks 
made about her by *r. Youngblood and one or two others, 
and in closing that paragraph, I said, in turning to 
the clippings, —“so muoh for you and now to the printed 
material' , But then x paused, for it struok me that she 
might well expand the plate thing into something more 
length regarding a variety of efforts undertaken by peoplenow 
and.then wherein the primary motive has not been financial gain. 
Preservation of gardens, construction of Chapel, historio plates 
v , statues, etc.| all of which might make a more lengthy artiole 
under suoh a title as < ■ ^ 

.) x«C »S 3 '..hi . . „ • u . . • . , 1 - 

i SO MUCH BOB YOU lJ 


. . S^i »i 3 ■ < < .. > . . ■ , . X 

> SO MUCH BOB YOU 1 

jfl ‘Jxoi -i \.d n. . oo. il', i , on a \;i-o 1 x#, no jud 3. jor-.n 

by Carolyn Bamsey. 

30( 1 ii -1 1 0 . . . . 

i doubt if the idea-will appeal to her but perhaps the title 
*dll. Perhaps the title may be used in dome other connection, 
for no matter what the subject matter may be, it seems to me the 


Oflr* - 


for no matter what the subject matter may be, 
title is arresting. 


Monday, May 4th, 1963. 


liiuluo 


d 3 a call 
: eloi J i. . 
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Memorandum) 


fwo inches of rain fell during the night and it 
has been drizzling, —off and on, —ever since.' xhe fore¬ 
cast is for cloudy weather on the morrow. 


naturally, after the 9 inches of a few'days back, the 
planters aren't crying tor more rain but It does no 
harm to the things on our side of the fenoe, and what with 
the weather or'rather the thermo eter maintaining pleasantly 
high levels, and the soil being naturally rioh, tropical growth 
is unfolding all over the plaoe. 

X *!' . T 'v Q . BJT Q 1 ■ ** ^ • 

It seems to me there are two or three letters tor enclosure 
although none of them of any particular interest, xhat the 
General should have taken time out to pen a few lines from 
xulsa is both pleasant and depressing at the same time, — 
the later emotion stemming from the fact that what with 
the African nouse plates and the plants he mentions, having 
been sent in duplicate so that both senior and junior 
families might have them, it would seem as though the bags 
in the respective set-ups might have somehow found time to 
pen a line and therebye ielieve a very busy man of that chore. 
But x suppose the sopial squirrels are whirling around madly 
in their revolving oages and oan scarcely be expected to give 
muoh thought to the human feide of things when thd social is 
of suoh paramount lmportande, 

. • • I'.:' . 1 C'3 '' • 3 

what with pilgrims being mor? or lesq out off and 

the rain providing me with an exduse ,to do desk work, 1 
have spent more time than usual inside today, and among 
other t ings 1 have indulged in the pleasure of looking 
again through all the photographs ooming'to hand from 
you a couple of days back. In glanoing again at the 
reproduction of the design for the two new plates, it strikes 
me that the uatdhitoohed one is perhaps the prettiest of those 
thus far oontrived. i seem to echo your own opinion in this 
matter, i am sending one of the.photographs to Mlllspaugh 
so it may be placed with the finished numbers, on the 
assumption delivery will not coincide with the pulbiolty 
release this week, xhe photograph will thus provide for 
'possible advanoe orders, it seems to me. 


of a few' days baok, the 


I also sent her a statement, although not a direot quot, 

• bbat had oome to me via the telephone the other day, reported by 

Ura who was passing it along from some lady 1 in Shreveport to 
whom she hnd given the Qane *iver plates.* it was to this 
effeot: "If the essence of old Louisiana plantation life and 
the 18th oentury enlightenment,*lingering on at Melrose today 
, could be captured and bottled, it would sell in a brisk market for 
hundreds of dollars an ounoe. 1 

After xuesoay night's floods, it seems ai little 
absurburd to report the faot that again it is raining....... 


C9h30 
>1 03 
. V.V-.U 
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I shall pen oarolyn a lew lines tonight, suggesting 
she dismiss all thought of the article; 

SO MUOH FOH YOU 

until she has made another round, it is possible the 
subject matter may not lend itself to an article anyway, 
but if it should seem to be something lor consideration 
latex, i believe the point to bo stressed at itB 
opening ng is the raot that both'people and places have 
personalities and that once in a while the person and 
the place, complimenting each other come into conjunction, 

•even as do various major and minor heavpnly bodies and 
just as the newspaper editors find it worth while to 
report the phenomenon to their readers, so an 
editor o1 a magaaine might find it suitable material o 
report'the consequences resulting from the plaoe ana 
per son conjunction when such a combination tends to 
contr bute something or other to pm popularity in the 

public mind. 

• ** 

xhis approach might be a little.ponderous lor 
ordinary publication but somehow it does seem to oontain 
an element ol interest thatmight make it suitablelor 
some shoet or other to set forth, 

?OTrcc;£ r -tt f • w.i ,*!«••’ ' ^ w ‘ * .a. 

As the Henrys have remarked, Melrose was not actually 
torn down and ploughed under, immediately following the 
Madam 1 s death is because i was here and ready to devote myself 
to its preservation, in the years that have elapsed since 
then, more than one person, passing this way, has caught 
a glimpse of a way of life, thought they saw for a moment 
a confirmation of some half formulated dream of what 
they took to be an ideal way of life, and so theeffort 
has been worth while. At would be along such a line, with 
incidental backdrops to give an impression of the physical 
and cultural setting that the article should concern itself, a 
should think, for it is likely there might be any number 
of readers who can never visit *elrose but who can through such 
an article find their faith-restore in some vision or other 
that may stand for their best, perhaps tneir only excuse for 
living in a world in whi-h so many things seem topsy-turvy, 

Nell, this has certainly been a t ire some ccfnver sation, 
and most of it sot forth against an endlees telephone conversa¬ 
tion carried on by a youthful ‘swain who prayed me to let 
him communicate with a sweethear of 'similar dusky hue, i pppose, 
living in town, i hope the racket of my typewriter didn t 
distract him as much as his chatter did me...,. 


Tuesday, May 5th, 1963. 

. . I : • ' • v . • 

* 

r - * ' 1 • - 
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Memorandum; 
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aatuxally enough, 1 found myself thinking about 
various piotures, painted by artiste of varying merit, of 
flood scenes, —from Gustave lore's pictorial ccnoept of 
Hoah and subsequent and less pulbleiied aquatic disasters, 
and what.set me to thinking about these was the presence in all 
such piotures l oan remember of rain falling down from on high 
in torrente whereas and in complete juxtapos tien to such 
manifestations, the few floods l have ever known in my own 
life have oooured not when it was raining, but days after the 
storm olouda-had vanished and the weather beoome radiant, 

tt 4 ? t ? f m*. ff V4 r 3nr*53 Itn 23 0**’. ii* 

- <-■ s t 

Today's sun has been brilliant from dawn to dusk in a 
cloudless sky, -.and the marvelously silvered sheet of water, 
stretching from w-ontrose tlmost to uelrose, has crept several 
inches closer to the bridgehead, as though intent on spilling 
over into wane *>iver which it will not do., lut the point 
is that, a8. in 1945, the clouds bringing the rain that produced 
the flood had long sinee fled before sufficient water had 
gatiered itself together on the earth to produos a disaster, 
somebody or other, and i suppose it wat usear- wilde, 0 nce 
remarked that Ait isn't intended to mirror life, but rather 
to serve as a pattern-for life to emulate, And my 
guess is that lore was more axtistis then factual when painting 
storm clouds i- his .Biblical floods, for surely if• old hoah's 
tub conformed to marine adventures similar to those in 
later epoos, the old thing didn't really find itself aotually 
afloat until long after the rains had eased and the sun 
had illumined the heavens, . 

.cut since the local inundation seems to cause no concern to 
anyone on,this bank of the river, and sinoe the gradu ating 
class of the Montgomery nigh school .knew the escqpe route 
through Bermuda, ii could even have morning pilgrims today and 
he glad ,that the sun so quickly had blotted up the little 
puddles through the garaens yesterday. 

— — J .0 •' v . ... 

• • • • ' * ■** ♦ 

One nice thing about the present high water, however, is the faot 

.0 o': o3 os g - 33C0i3Ud fill's re: .voa.: o 
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thnt like the civil oar and other major and minor disasters 
and disappointments, everything on earth, related or 
altogether foreign, can be laid at its door, and since 
several people are screaming for xown of iiatcr.itoches 
piate8, i can blandly say: 

"Oh, —the flood 8, you know." : 

and automatically the responses are,ident.oal and the 
speaker amazingly willing to accept an explanation which 
apparently has no relation to the truth at-all. nut i 
make the most of it, since it seems to satisfy*tne listener 
‘completely and so saves me no end of speculation. 

i * ■■ * 

jrirst olass mail seems to be running about a day behind 
schedule but it des that about half the time arywny, caused 
usually by tne t ca elessness of some postal clerk or other 
who lets them sl'iae by uelrose for uietille, —and sinoe I 
almost misspelled the names myself, it is evident t: at anyone 
less acquainted with the two names might readily do just that. 

« 

ihe .Library of congress book list arrived today and 
I'll put it uncez separate, cover and send it along for 
your delectation^ although X pray you to tots it into the 
trash basket if its aavent coincides with oti ez demands upon your 
attention, wust for old time's sake, x suppose we might 
jot down xzoust: cities of the flain and Saxon's Children 
of otrangezE, if oirourastnnoe po mits fiddling with the thing, 
it goes without saying that if you have any good titles not 
appearing on the new list, or any old ones that come to mind, you 
might include them, one thing x should like to know but new shall 
is what, if any, consideration is given these lists. 

jl r fj _ -i j X. i i7 eflifllR 0 < ■> - TOa .00 I 

When passing by the etore today, i neard the negroes 
giggling and rep ating, as they so of en do, over and over again 
the sh. e line thnt amuses them, .roday it ran like thie: 

“ilow there's JLirt naohette, one brother-in-law in the 
hoppital with a broken leg. thrown off nis horse, and there’s 
another brotner-in-law, *>am, in the hospital, cut up by xiina 
urown, and then there's his brother, wesse, in the hosrital 
with a Lrokfcn spinal cord, and there‘8 his newphew, smashed 
up in en automooile r^nd in another hospital, and his sister 
in another hospital with a cut on the head, --and JLirt,,.. 
well, he‘8 doin' reall good." 
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Wednesday, uiay 6th, 1963. 
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oo much for silly business and so to fold..... 
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“nother hodge-podge day, people, things and 
weather, xhe latter got off to a good start ’with 
higher temperatures and a cloudless sky, but before 
first dark had arrived it was cooler and—of all 
things, xainining. 


syof 
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4tte Levy telephoned me thie morning, askin b where 
she could secure a pi re from the cane Oliver series, she 
lives but two or three blocks below wLillspaugh s nzug, and 
it seems odd she has never seen any of them except the 
plantation one which X gave her when it first appeared. 

ohe said her nephew,* living in uouston had sent her 
the carl victor Little article about wielrosi and that 
natchitoohoe Was buzzing about it, and didn't x think it 
was outrageous, x lie’d, saying x had skimmed through 
it hurriedly noted its many errors and had tossed it 
aside as of Ao consequence. 
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xhe uatchitoches ximes telephoned to say the matonitoohes 
'plate woula be reproduced in thie week's issue, i had 
a poor connection and it wag difficult to hear what was said 
About* a conversation they had with carolyn la t trlday 
when she dropped*by to secure a copy of the reprint of 
the anniversary number, but X gath red, —perhaps because 
I had just stsp spoken with miss -.tte, that there was 
softie discussion about the Little article, xhe ximes 
has been receiving each issue of the Houston frees, so 
must be well up on the melrose tiling. • ^ 

/ / ’ ’ ^ 

xhie afternoon, just as tho secretaries arrived, 
nr. Hand and noraoe appeared, xhey seemed to be fine but 
as the supper hour ouaght up with them before we had had 
much obanod to chat, i didn't get much information fro them, 
nr. uand asked if x had heard about an automobile accident that 
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had taken place in Alexandria last jsriday. necauee norace 
was present and because noraoe used to play about a bit 
with a fiend of la iiontespan* 8, 1 thought it better to 
lie again and profess ignoranoe. ne told me details 
which i alre dy knew and i registered approrpiate surprise 
and let it go at that. 

i was glad to Lear that according to a private report 
from some specialist who recently examined "ole** Virginie that 
she was likely to regain her sight. *hat is all to the good 
is she can only regain she mental vigor which she had 
apparantly been loosing for a year or two before the automobile 
wreck. * ' 
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j. n. 'left this noon for «ew vr leans where some sort of 
a library meeting, —pe haps the estate .Library Association, is 
meeting, ns will return thursdny night within an hour 
or so from the time he departed, 1 changed to ^e tossing some 
trash beyond the bamboo hedge and in the cotton fields 
beyond, l noticed a tractor that was zig-saggingwhimsioally. 
it’was being more or less piloted by the nark Luke, as 
high as a kite, under such circumstances, he would have 
done much less damage to the tender new cotton rows if 
he had ben “guiding" emma. 

c 

in the horticultural department, it is pleasant to 
report that tr.e first zinnia, --a white one from the seed sent 
by little miss *ee oame iirto flower* today. I may have 
mentioned i planted some of the seed in pote a little ahead 
of season, placing the pots in the little building, hard 
by the side gats for protection against an late frost, and 
when a got ready to transplat them into the ground, i left 
two or three plants undiBtrubed in the pots with a view 
to stationing them o n the gallery, hard by at. biggin's, when 
they start coming into full flower, some of the pots have 
a plat or two of oolored zinnias in them, and the white ones 
will set Off* the collored ones to vast advantage. I 
think l planted some of the white ones, _,1 hope, - 
around the*base of the sun dial but on that point l am 
not certain for while the pots were still in the little 
grecnhouse,'the .ienks got in there, pushed thing about and 
removed the various envelopes attacned to the respective pots, 
and so it is only by guess that*i assume the impending 
bouquets at the base of the sun dial will turn out along 
a color scheme i had originally intended. 

i. t 

i have had no opportnity to do more than turn through 
this week*8 Life, but it was enough to see the section 
devoted to Africa, and i was entranced by the palm leaf head¬ 
gear as you were, i am sure,--the splendid oolor portrait.... 
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memoBandumi 
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how nice, how nice, how nice... 


1 

■Tt 3 Hftds i ihfrid 

^ ft h Yf, 

£ i . .. J i 

jsor today, in a way, is a biggeg and better birthday 
than anybody could dream about, and I thank you for having mace 
it soiour letter was so delicious that 'it brought an even 
gayer brillianoe to the sun which was already daazling by 
9 o’clock when, some t*st in two scheduled, i hud toda* *s 
‘ post and a 8 cretary who was skipping sohool for some 
reason that was none of my business. 

i understand perfectly a out the iiailes manuscript and 
1 know you will always feel free to ask fox same wnenever 
the opportunity for exploring such aooumente come to hand. 

In the mean time, i shall tuck aiss Nellie’s letter into the 
folio and we shall be able to decide about other inserts when 
time comes for doing' something about putting the thing into 
a more substantial binding, for in reality, we shall s mnly 
have to make use o the original leather which hhs beeome 
loose and merely need re-sewing or whatever one does in effecting 
* such matters* 


- . 


iujl. 


. io a a 


And of couse i am cnoha ted to know you got to see Jane 
fickins. i don't recall having head you mention having oaugh up 
with her' on the radio, and it is so plo sant to know you 
like her both on the air and in person, for she somehow has long 
symbolized an idehl in my mind, —something thatdoesn t 
often happen to me in radio personalities* And thanks for 
tailing me about “Mr*" fay iSmexson, for 1 had not known that 
the former ure. Sllidtt hoosevolt had re-married* 

... i .. •« i >vv a - • i. 

Without mifeoing matters, i might as well break down slap and 
confess 1 found no fortitude as regards holding the package 
intact until Saturday. 

Qxahdpa and the little Grandpas on tile, Hole Isianoe 
on castings nouse, render Leaf on littid Miss Lee and 
the nexring -xothers, event&allj, I fear, mostly on me* 
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it'd all so delightful, along side your elegant letter and 
your sweet message tucked in with the matches volume, --and 
the markers for Mistletoe and Meade Villa. How surprised, by 
the way, would nola aanoe be if she knew how timely the picture 
of *e*de villa had come to hand, just when you and 1 were 
talking about B. 1. 0, 

as yet, i haven't decided if x shall use urandpa and the 
little Grandpas as a wall or a table decoration, but x 
think i shall employ it both for decors and praotioality, havnging 
it handy by where T ’cratr keep my aye on my little friends, and 
at the same time put it into use when day is done and reading 
time rolls ’round and my jumbo package of 'render Leaf provides 
me with stimulant, productive of peace of mind and joy of heart. 

I haven .t had an opportunity to read any of the text as yet 
in the inola wince item but shall get around to it shortly. X 
am so glad this second volume has appeared for it provides a 
piotorial records the*will last down the ages, even after 
many of the buildings app aring on the pages have vanished. 

. ■ L 

As for the juice of the cherries from Denmark, 1 shall 
*be quite content for ever so long just to contemplate the 
bottle without breaking the seal, for it* symbolises again 
your wonderful memory, for one thing, —since it was that 
which welled up in your mind in recalling some memo or other 
in which, months bapk, i probably metiioned the pleasure 1 
had in reading about the nerring brothers and their Danish 
enterprise of a century baok whioh comes down to this day. But 
an occasion will come, —perhaps not so much* an occasion as a 
particular state of mind when the seal will be broken ana 
little Hies Doe will be even closer beoause o£ the brew that 
Messrs ^erring contrived and she with such grace,* passed along. 


ifriday. May 8th, 1953. 




This is stLOh a happy birthday week, --thanks especially 

V. a a* 4 #0 ia fVct v I 4 a a ayi A 1 4 f tic 14 4 a a l am 


to the orioles *1th their liquid songs and little Miss lee with 
her liquid and piotorial delight*. * 

. , A, V ^ . . 

The*enclosues from Marshall is 'well written even though 
the news may be on the disappointing side..butjperhaps that 

will inspire greater fortitued and industry on the part of 

vVa ) x on 

th. M1UI. 

▲gain my warmest thanks for a delicious day, and now, after 
a splash through a hot bath, X am feoing to ohristen the little 
Grandpas and render -eaf. 

. ~C , i. , ,! : C : . . 
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X had such a nice birthday party last night, X think 
X shall have another tonight. 

xhe Herring cherry,*its seal unbroken, looked so appealing 
beneath a vase of giant magnolias, and it was fun to glance in 
its direction as X sipped my render Leaf, the pot resting on 
the wrandpa .tile, as between times X turned through the 
matches photographs. 
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I have a few letters to write tonight, after our little 
cnat, but x shall toss them off with gusto, what with the 
promise of another birthday party to be enjoyed all over again. 

x had done, a day’s work by 9 this morning when x splashed 
through a quick bath and put on some dry clothing', for last 
night brought forth a wonderfully heavy dew and i had only to 
step out at dawning to be drenched, and the telephone hastened 
my bath, too, for it rang persistently until X arose*from my sea shell 
and choked the thing. Xt was Millepaugh 8 urug, saying the 
morning paper, carrying a likeness of the xown of abtohitoohes 
plate, had apparently ■been delivered early and that three 
or.foux.telerhone calls had inquired when the new plate would 
be available, x told Millepaugh x hadn’t the least idea, but 
this evening the shipment arrived which ought to please the 
Millspaugh xrug I shall bundle up some sort of a package 
before the postman makes his rounds on the morrow so a package 
may go forward at the same tie this letter leaves, for little 
Miss Lee. uo*a«s shipment of card board for Individual plates 
will stand me in good stead in the days ai:ead, but X shall 
place your shipmet in something that will afford more protection for 
it8 travels up your way, and as packing material is momentarily 
scarce, you will, x trust, fcirgive the crumby appearanoe of whatever 
ie made us of* x shall enclose nothing in the pnokage save the 
china,, and that x shall put in some kind of h paper sack so that 
you may extraot the contents and toss the box into the nearest 
traanoan x am under- the impression the coloring is a little 
pale but perhaps the suggestion of fading lendB the impression 
of the ante bellum to the thing. x»o let me have your own 
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Sunday, may 10th, 19W. 


oandid i/pression so x may guided when writing to nook uall to 
make acknowledgement of the ehipment, which i shall delay tor 
a while, what with high water providing as good an alihi tor 
making acknowledgement ot receipt as well as delay on the part 
of thooar.iex, 

1 have no doubt the isiatohitoehes -times will come to nand 
in Saturday's post, and it so, x shall put a copy in the mail 
tor you on "Monday. 

▲ little attex 9 this morning, when i dropped by across the 
trency tor a cup'of coffee, celeste'handed me a bottle of 
red wine, —one of that t^pe that is done up with rauoh straw of varyi 
colors at the bottdm, and sporting a straw cork. She said «i. n. 
had brought it for me from «ew urleans qn his return from the meeting 
of the .Library soara or whatever in "ow urleans, j. n, never 
brought me anything from -ew -rleans before and what with the morrow 
being what it is on the oalendax, i half assumed tne gift had been 
purchased on cele'ste's suggestion, 

l chanced to see •», a. ^ mid afternoon, - the first time in 
three days, ue said: 

"Oh, by the way, that lady in Alexandria sent you a bottle 


of wine, 1 


X IXJ: 


J. 1 V' 


alap. • 


ii Oii i X n /jtl x 


t i , 


The mistress purchases and,the wife presents....Mo...hum. 

o ; x 

xhere were two or three telephone oalls today from aatohitoches, 
including one from uarmen -uxeazeale. xhe point in each communica¬ 
tion wftE to voioe individual resentment of the carl viotor -Little 
artiole which seems to be making the rounds at a great rate, linterru 
tion; —somebody wanted to borrow show fare,.,.. 


Haiti 


111 o 


i think 'was talking about telephone oalls. iteeentmont seems 
to be the common theme, resentment against the author but more 
especially against comes a swell, x fei t n i,.idif ferenqe to 
the whole business as they, without' knowing it,, voice my own 
opinion that there is something wrong with mi. *swell in 
not feeling any sense of responsibility for the peformanoe of his 
guest whom people received with kindness, both as a matter of course 
to any stranger but doubly so in respect to a xarish neighbor who 
brought the man to us in fairness to the aswellls, x must 
say they really don t seem to realize they have broken any 
rules, —or that their guest has. aut i think they will probably 
experience a degree of polite reserve waen next they pilot a visitor 
to the homes of people living in the region. 

i>ut now to the mail and after that the xender xeaf 

_- 


. i . ' - 

. Jwi . ar. K , . . j - 

Toi V’iOl ttxbhoifl no need 3on *v.- s swisia i 

a. * u ' , * 

memorandum; ^ ^ ^ J 

-uch a pleasant .week end; -People, weather and things 
and I’m hoping you found a measure of the same in your imm d 

vicinity., ,- - ■ 

-j ^ 9 a. *.• • •» ‘ -J t • ii. k - • x 

.xhere were annoyances, too, but they were 
secondary, as for example, a letter from mis. , 

announcing that the plates hqd arrived, along with an 
from the manufacturer, it would appear that somebody, --perhaps 
of the met episode, must be gumming **> *£* !•?* a 
bit at moot nail. An invoice, carrying the pric ?**,« 
is always a grave business error when sent tp the outomex s 
customer. 1 slj&ll air mail ^oofc nail on this pointy 

and then there was the information .from mrs. Stirling 

that it has been decided by the xark commission 1 ^ 

the blinds, -she is pleased always to J® 1 * 

that onoe graced the galleries at cakiey, are likely 

and ah.aais 11 said ’ialousss” o.annot b. 
added to the gallerias of the uakley appeari§ in th% 
plate, xhe arises to this is on the negative si^ . 
for a flook of reasons, and even skipping manufacturing 

it seems enough to oansidor what a box like thing 

the building were boxed in with blinds, 

tnd as though to futth.i to •mphasla. tb, numb si ol 

jrs&Sfft >sot s ss « su-sm*- 

sw. oTX?u t thu 

point, as soon as «.» a-odubon-ueJtlW- 
• IJZufXml'll “pAontlnu. oultltatlng 

' - tt fshaU*rs": ^iM»4S?4SS?K '*** 

ptol.ot sill into oalnst «*»*• 

and, 1 hope, suggest smoother sailing than ha 
any where in evidence sinoe its inosption. 


xc i awe to red ai 
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x was mildly surprised this morning when mrs. nolloman 
and her sister, Mrs. warding, appeared on my gallery, 
x think: the sisters have not been on friendly terms for 
years, possibly £0 years, and perhaps on the day that 
ithel ^ranger, —then married to young warding, awoke 
to disoover that her sister, nue wranger, had married ur. 
warding, senior, papa of hex husband, thus elevating herselftSue) 
from her status of sister to sthel and aunt of her ohild, to 
a postion of mother-in-law to her sister, ^thel,.and 
grandmother of Ethel's ohild, * year or two ago, nthel 
told me she had never seen the,warding camp here on *ane **iver, 
but this morning it appeared that sue had entertained &thel 
over night here on <the river, 

- - , . . r... ; c 

hr, and Mrs. wrady xrwin of .the oollege had been here before 
Mrs. nolloman, et al, arrived, and i had .been discussing the 
ffailes neport and manuscript with hr. irwin who was fasoinated 
by it,. And so, when urs. nolloman arlived, x trotted the 
thing out again and suggsted an article for the Picayune 
might be in order, naturally, uirs. nolloman never heard of n. 1*. u. 
Hailes, but i oan dictate an artiole to her that she oan put 
-in order, intro, ueing ti.e direct quotations-required, and so perhaps 
the *»ulf states area will have an opportunity to learn something 
about a. x. u, which would do no reader a y harm, and might 
delight people, even as it did us, when the nydnor volume 
appeared, i shall of oou se inqui e of Mrs. nrnndon 
regarding her reaction to such an artiole and shall send it 
to her for her approval before transmitting it to .the xioayune, 

, > 1'-.: , idi . ii'v 

ueleste gave e a pair of fanoy pajamas for my birthday, 
explaining that J. *. doesn't care for the short pants that 
oharaoteriae tne pair being presented, and further pointing 
out that while she realized l don't wear pajamas, x ought to 
and should not hord the proeent pair or the throe previous pairs 
she has presented on previous birthdays and whristmases. It 
is so good to get all these finer points straightened out and 
as x never have believed in-hording clothes, x think there 
is soant danger of these being left to fade away on the shelf, 

; ■ - ' ■ 11 . . x , r. , v; •; : 

• Juanita must have heard, —perhaps from across the fence, that 
it was natal - day on oaturd&y, and at dinner a hand contrived 
cake appeared for dessert, —delicious withal, and. Indicative 
of her mmltiple kindness. And so runs out a week end,, 
inaugurated so splendidly by little aise xee earlier in the week 
and the one person deserving the biggest star in her crown for 
bringing forth so much happiness. 
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Monday, May 11th, 19S3, 
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*he sifmraer weather continues in spite of the cloudiness, 
and with the water beginning to drain from the Montrose lane 
area, nobody is hoping for rain, xonight^s low is scheduoea 
for 74, which means everything green will be growing 
madly from dusk 'til dawn. 

.. - 
i think 1 didn't mention in yesterday's memo that as 
x was saying goobye last evening to nr. *and i*rs. Irwin, there 
were some ladiea of .color awaiting me at the gate, when 
x got around to them, one introduced herself as the 
eister of Alton Johnson,, and as having been here once with 
her wood carving brother, xhore were four or five people 
with her, some about her or perhaps around 20, and one or 
two more mature ones, perhaps 50-ieh. there was anong them 
one woman who gave the impression of being white, &he was named 
xhompso^ or somp such and although living in ttitohita, Kansas, 
had repd the piece about Melrose in the times, and having 
at ( one time been a resident of this region, had hoped to 
meet the writer of the artiole. this morning, i learned from 
Juanita that said woman is her aunt, being her mama's 
sister, and.when * expressed surprise at her light pigmentation, 
juanita, who is blaok, said: 

, , . . • 

“Well, you .know how it was in the old days, all kinds of 
folks changing about, my mama is the same color as me but 
Auntie, she must have had some of the Change-up business in 
her./'xt was mildly amusing that we were half through our 
vaguely hurrie. d tour as night was sifting in on us that 
la xhompson brought up for a second time the matter of meeting 
the writer of the ximes article about Melrose, and then it 
was that * plead guilty and everyone else in the party 
ti tereo and giggled, for only the Manses number seemed to 
know that, theoontaot had aready been established. 

4 q ft *: ; 1 io-: . L r i i •• -J •>* 4 • * * ' ,J 

XI j .J - ' • • • * 

l3 xonight x was impressed by how far i get out of touch 
with things,.especially over the week ends, - nhd possibly longer, 
for it was tonight, on hearing the Morrow*news broadcast. 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# #V\~ 3889 in Che Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 





6077 





evo» 



6078 


that j. elevated my ears, to especial attention when Mr. 
morrow ieferrfcd several' times to air oinston whurchill, 

I’hat s all i know about the new member of the peerage, but 
from the repetition of the title, i assume a title has 
been conferred, it seeme oad that i should have heard n 
refeeno6 to the honor bef re, although l haven’t the 
vaguest notion just how new it is. rears ago l 
heard some speculation as to whether he would be made a 
nufce but it was concluded at the time that since a nukedom 
would remove him from his seat in the -ommons, it was thought 
' lifcely he would duolc. such an honor, at least until he had 
definitely decided to tal^e a less active part in party 
politics, i exoeot few people ever forego such urges 
for power, and so it wouldn’t he surprising if tar. whurchill 
never got around to wear the strawberry leaves, 

, ,,, >. ,iC ; .. , ul n-1 i ■fix-i- l 

jthe volume V of his memoir©s come to hand on Saturday 
arid i have dipped into them a little. 1943 seems to 
be the year on which they begin in tjais volume, and the 
recording, as in previous volumes : , is done by some man whose 
voice is so much like the .crime minister-s that unless 
i stop to consider the matter, * instinctively feel it 
is the hut or speaking. - 

- .. Lit. i ss . -' v • 0 • 1 ^ 

1 telephoned the nealth center today, asking, for a 
1 list of the names and the addresses of every child, colored and 
white, born*to parents resident in satchitoohes rarish, as of 
May Ith, 1963,' Am you havq undoubtedly already anticipated, 
i have in mind presenting each child with a plate of the 
town of i*atohit ches, as the plates were born, —at least were 
delivered and released for digtrubution in satchitoohes 
on that date, it will be nice for the child in the years 
aheadand some will treasure them as companion pieoes to 
their birth certificates, it goes without saying that- i 
shall write a letter to go with each gift, 1 am under 
the imeression about 60,000 people live in the xarish,- but 
i haven t the last idea what the daily birth rate may be, but 
if it isn‘t too vast, the thing can be accomplished with 
ease, i believe, 

xomorro’w morning the office handling publio relations 
for all the electrical service in the, state of .Louisiana is 
coming for a conference, my thought is tha weekly papers 
carrying public utility services should dramatise their 
proauot by doing articles about the regions eeved and should 
reproduce pictorial maps, save, the uane aiver- wountry, - don’t 
y u think so...'..,, ■ . 
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iuesday, May 12th, 1963. 
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Bow nice to find? your .VedneBday, m a y 6th, letter, together 
with the Brandon transcripts in this moring's post. 

, 

^ndhow kind of you to have struggled through the decipher¬ 
ing required, and how generous of you to offbr to transcribe 
the other letter, a portion of which you have already thus 
rendered into typed form, X shall enclose the Original here¬ 
with and suggest you keep all the originals, ne oan bind the 
transcript, -if and when we get around to binding, 

o ■ ■< 0 ~ 0 - • ‘ 7 • ' ‘ _ . ; j. 

Until you mentioned it, I hadn't realized that Manhattan, 
even as Melrose, has been receiving ample supplies of moisture 
of late. Yesterday, according to a radio report, Manhattan 
was sizzling under a 96 degree heat which must have been 126 
in the street. • 

This morning 1 heard a scrambled news broadcast about a 
flock of people being killed by a tornado last night in Waoo. 
naturally my mind turnd toward uelen, Tonight we are 
slated to have a tornado, apparantly a ’lit'tle to the Jlorth 
of us, —1 oaughtr the word, Monroe, in the crackle and snap of 
the static, I write at 9116 and it is pouring, Frequent 
flashes of lightening reveal the peoane trees‘ bending mightily 
, under the gale, I hope the breeze will be spread far enough 
this way so that it will have lost its intensity in the 
-- Conroe area. 

III .:- . . 

But today, except for the dust bowl gauze that persists, was 




lovely enough and 1 got quite a few pilgrims as a r6suit. 

Ow’v<Iao eta e n To yriOTocer o,, ; 

.1. One group consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson of ixew urleans 
and a young lady, Mr, W, is a descendant of. that old 
fMoal, ■-General * James Wilkinson of Burr Conspiracy' f ame, —the 
, same gent who, while General of the Army, was receiving top 
pay in the u,> S. military household and, as subsequent; reoords 
have shown, was receiving pensions from the Spanish Government 
whose forces she was s pposed to be fighting. 

But in spite of his outrageous ancestor, Mr. Wilkinson is 

r • ..... s as : u <1 til aso.j-.nli i i •.,*» 

».»»»• 1 * 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M~ 5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8Vl!i» 


6079 


1««» 


6080 


very nice, as is his wife. They were returning from 
Taos, flew Mexioo where they had been on a vacation. They 
had read about the Cane fliver plates in the flioayune, way back 
yonder and learned in Taos that they were obtainable at Melrose. 

I should like to'know more'about that, *nyway, with the 
Audubon-^akley thing in shallow water and invoices coming 
due shortly, it was altogether pleasant when Mr. Wilkinson 
asked if they might secure five sets of the plates in the 
Gane Biver series. With flock Hall just in the offing, 
that really made a very pleasant transaction* 

The afternoon was a shambles, with one sot of people arriving 
before tr.e preoeed'ing group had departed. A Board meeting of 
the Valley aleotrio this morning, called unexpectedly, required 
the presence of people i had anticipated arriving here at 
10 o'clock. They arrived at 2. And they wanted scads of 
photographs and endless amounts of stories about the Cane fliver 
oountry. But it was too hot to bother about more than 
generalities and furthermore, it sturok me that might 
consult the'article in The Times for whatever they required, 

1 have no idea what they propose doing with so many piotures,- 
exteriors and interiors but t assume thatsome of the shots 
w 11 appear in fl. jfi. A, public tions or t some suoh. I am 
quite sure another week will see an endless mail from the 
same quarter, asking for this or that detail whioh they failed 
to assimilate during their initial visit. 

flext week’s uatonitoches Enterprise will carry in its 
special feature column, written by carmen Brazeale, calling 
attention to tne flatchitoohes Tariah parents of children born 
on May 8th, 1965, that a town of iaatohitoches plate is being 
given to ever j child born on May 8th, - the date- ctf the 
release o the commem'orative plate released fpr the first time 
on **ay 8th. The nealth center adised me that while 
all biTths in the Tarish are supposedly registered promptly, 
there are occasions when euch registrations are delayed in 
such instances as where the ohild ie born in. a hospital, — 
say, Alexandria or ahrovoport, and especially in the case of 
babies brought into this world under the puspices of the mid¬ 
wife, and this is espeioally so in the mo e remote regions of 
■the Parish itself where recording of the birth are delayed 
for indefinite periods, sometimes, in faot, not at all. 

it is calculated that this notice in the pre?s will impell 
the prompt recording of many such births and incidentally, as 
carmen remarked'on hearing the news, a floclt of potential 
purchasers of pfcdtes will be introducing the subjeot generally 
in their table conversation, 

e 

(Veil, so things turn and now i mustlay hands on the 
urandon-lettJer, and tucking it in ith this memo, bless you 
again for your kindness in taking up this matter...... 





*• ,v 
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Memorandum: 

< 

1 shall makk this envelope with a oouple of 
pencil strokes since my memo of yesterday is sitting on the 
holding shelf because the assistant post rider, —a lady,— 
got so frisky this morning as to arrive and depart an hour 
ahead of sohedule, 

. 

Last night's breeze reached tornado proportions in 
this region, especially in the Golfax area where cane fliver 
flows into «ed, where it blew down a Methodist church in which 
about 50 colord people’were holding a service, unly one 
person, a 70 year old blind woman, was killed, but I’ll 
bet the big blow put the fear of God< or the flevil into the 
8ouls of the other worshipers. 

Locally it knocked off a few big limbs from the 
pecanes, blew down some althias vflose of aharon) and 
buckled up some of my prize banana stalks which had to 
out down, and while the latter will take a heavy toll on 
my hopes for an i pressive banana crop this season, we 
are certainly lucky nothing more occured, what with so 
much racket going on all around, 

J v 3 1 ■ ■ ■ - 

I ventured across the aontrose highway today, driving for 
a oouple of miles with water stretching s far as the eye can 
see on each side of the highway, —the latter itself being still 
, under a few inches of water at various stretches, I went down 
•to nerry to get the two paokages flora had sent mo for my 
birthday. It was oertainly most'kind of Dora to send me 
suoh elegant clothing „ a bright blue suit, a fine hat, a 
bill fold, a oiled silk raincoat, underwear and shirts without 
end, a belt, neckties and the Lord know what all, Frankly 
there is a super-abundance and as I seldom find myself in 
« "Sunday ** olothes, the bright blue suit and hat will be 
items 1 shall not wear out curing a single season, A 
shuader at the thought of the mere parcel post charges, let 
alone the investment in raiment, for Berry wanteded a dollar 
in postage just to send the packages from Berry to -telrose. 

The ,jaunt from -orman ought to be bankrupting, I should think. 
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I talked with the manager of the radio station 
today, he seems very cooperative and says he will 
see to it that an announcement regarding the xown of 
fiatchitoches plate gift for all those born on May 8th f 1953, 
will be aired both on news broadcasts and on a program 
that must be al ng lines of the eoap operas, —something 
having to do with birthdays, r'rom this airing of the 
business, news ought to get through to remoter sections of 
the parish and to parents whose cildren were delivered 
in hospitals ourside uatohitoches ■‘■arish on the 8th, and 
so the contaot with eiligible.birthday recipients should 
bo fairly well canvased. 
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now nice to learn by the morning mail of your delicious wee 
f week-end and may x race on to say how much i treasure every 
word you had to tell me about the current scene as it unfolds 
about you. 2i; “ 

. , ■ ; . - ■■ ■- J . - 
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in view of the publicity accorded the xown of fiatohitoohes 
plate by last week’s Times, 1 naturally got a great kick out 
of it when Mr. ilanchard,.the station manager, asked about 
the nature of the gift being conemplated^ to the cnildren born 
oh the 8th, for he declared he had never'heard of the xown 
of natohitoohe^ plate or any of the others in the Cane .diver 
series. 1 don t know, but it would seem safe to surmise that 
at least one radio station manager doesn t waste any time 
reading local newspapers, xerhaps, were*he to do so, he 
would h feel himself unfaithful to the radio medium for dis- 
pensil£th4wg.the next few days, the xarish health neuter will 
forward me a list of the names of the Children born on the 8th, 
anu I shall write a letter to each one individually md send 
it alorig with the gift. 1’ffhie will probably fill some of 
the parents, —the ones who don't chance to know their alphabet, 
with vast puzzlement. Others will perhaps want to save the 
letter to go with the plate so the child may have it as 
a souvenir fr_Qm the year of his birth, and perhaps one 
or two may oven'survive, both with plate and child, util the 

* latter has attained the half century mark or so, and for 

the possessor, that will probably make odd rading along about 
2063, But if someone had given little Miss lee suoh a combination 
on the day she made her "borw into the world, 1 have a feeling 
she would be likely to retain it as ( a keep sake. 

* 

,Yith last night's radio ieoeption so impossible, 1 
turned to my reading machine and explored a few pages in the 
fifth volume of the uhurohill memoirs8, wherein he expresses 
vast disappointment at the Eisenhower refusal during the 
Italian campaign’ to lend a bit of assistance to tne English then 
thinking of capturing the islana of hhoaes, —interesting read¬ 
ing in view of today's ^ostiion of both gentlemen. 

Carolyn is supposed to bring e. n. the cotton raatierial / 
on Saturday, nope the week end here isn't too tempestuous...... 




on; 


..... ■: - ■ - - 

rrom your acdount of impending pilgrims, x gather 
, you are again up to your hips in entertaining, but 
tha k heaven for oatu-xday and perhaps *by then another 
breathig spell will develope, l hope. 

. a >( .. ■ * ■ ■ • ’ 

vox the millionth* time, i was amazed at the brighteness of 
■ x your eye for details, as indicated by yopr reference to 

the vegetation, appear ing inrtudolph‘8 snapshot*, i 
hadn't noticed that particular print until you called 
my.attention to-it. it is true that odt. of whimsey x did do 
a big of gardening to the end that a leafy oovering developed to 
.for a pleasant visits and it is*o£ eou.se ot sufficient amplitude 
-fQr even a tall person to pass through it conveniently. 

x hope the botanical oarden was up to expectation and that 
you found a measure of peaoe in a bountifully floral setting, 

' .viim ■ a i x o ; .J-tr 

a brief message from itobina signifies her intention to 
i pass this way on aundny afternoon, — he 24th, with Miss 
sellietiir s. negan) and seme other, friend, xhis is the time i am 
supposed to dictate the wailes artiole for the picayune to 
Mrs. uolloman. x shall not block off either this far ahead, 
for something may develope that will -cause one or the other of 
them to alter their plans, "atsatsally. i want to see aobii a, 
j and; at the same time, l should like to toss off the nailes article, 
.too. .inasmuch as both ladies go*to*bu61nes8, it is probably 
difficult for them to arrange Melrose trips as readily as they 
o would like. * “ ^ J 

*/ . 

xf x reoall oorreetly Carolyn is supposed to oome here on 
the 16th*; x haven t the sighteet idea il she plans to stay a 
few days, but x assume she may. in the mean time, the &leisers 
speak of rassing thisway, and x am holding the thought 
things will work out so that all these comings and goings may 
dove tr il and not •^nash**, - as looal frierfds*‘o’f color describe 
such potentials. 


I 
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< it was so good o£ you to acquaint me 
wit particulars regarding the library of congress 
listings, j-hose you mentioned as possibilities sound 
most promising, as x uncerstand it. the list includes 
a so-called enumeration or titles suggested by users of 
the talking books, if so. and sinoe x am under the 
impression they never list the aaxon-xroust titles, i 
think x shall write the library a sizzling letter after 
the next communication or listing is forth-coming, saying 
in effeot that x have long felt that all the transactions 
of this mature constituted nothing more than shdow boxing 
and that no matter how often areader suggests the san 
titles, —works of outstanding merit, they never bother to 
include these suggestions in their communications, and 
as It were, “what the nell". 

J • - ’ ■ , . . 

. , 0 . 

xou refbr to the jjeuchwangler book about rtousseau 
as being of dubious appeal. x»o x understand that it 
is already out and that rev ews have given it a going over, 
or, pehpips you have seen the item, x like the period 
so‘much, x suppose x might enjoy almost anything 
in such a setting even though $err aousseafc, as a 
character, never excited my interest. After a million 
years, 1 recall a. Furnas, pere, used xiousseau a little 
in one of his -aria Antoinette series or novels, — 
perhaps it was la uomtesse de uharny uhevalier de la 
Maison nouge or some such, but x havSn t thought of those 
novels sinoe x was a child and when x read tnem wean Jacques 
was probably pretty nebular in m y mind. * 

, ... . oi; % r - r 

x got around to read a couple oi more pages from 
volume v of the 'whurchill opus last night and x must say 
i was astonished to learn of tne tremendous differences of 
opinion regarding ur policies and strategy existing between 
vhurchin __and one gathers, Eisenhower, although the author 
very adroitly side-steps.precise reference to indiduals, leaving 
one to assume that the opposition to uhurchillian i eas might 
have been jr. i>. a. ; s or Eisenhower & as voiced.by r, n. a. 

x<eath tolls continue to mount in tee naoo tornado, — 

104 was the number x lad heard, My impulse is to write 
nelen but x assume dozens of other people are responding to 
such an impulse and x suppose oarolyn will have talked with 
her and will have a 1 the news wnen she comes of oaturday. 

« ’ 

Again my blessins on little miss x>ee for euch a delicious 
day. 

. ; : • - oq • 
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xhe rains continue, - nothing torrential but merely unending 
dizzies. xhe Montrose lane is again submerged with a vast sheet oi 
water spreading in a reota gle ap roximutely .X .by t miles. At's 
all very entran ing to look at but not espeeia ly oonduoive 
to cotton culture, x reckon, fortunately for Melrose, its 
cotton fields for the most part are on high ground and aren't 
much effected, x suppose there will be a Dig orop this year, basing 
my assumption on the fact that at this embryo state, the pecanes 
prooise an abundancej and usually ( it seems, aotton gives foith 
a mighty poundage when the pecane’harvest is plentiful, nut 
it goes without saying that a dozen oiroumstanoes, “excusing" even 
a tornado or two, might vastly alter the Hay p omise before the 
November harvest has been secured. , 

|t seemed odd to find myself in town this morqing, but 
• to town 1 went. Celeste drove me in as I had two or three little 
things to attend to, - the radio program, the newspapers, eto., <• 

none of which really required my presence but all of which were 
settled more readily by personal contacts. 

!-•'< . -v ill . 0 J C .. , . .1 t): .. -u .V . . V 

--- At theChamber of uomeroe building, I found the vane Biver 
plates much in evidenoe. .Carmen nxazeale, the secretary, said there 
were frequently people who wanted to purohase them but were prevented 
from doing so because they could not find parking plaoe in the 
•'vicinity of uillspaugh .Drug and often it has happened that people 
passin, through town, after having seen the region, have wanted one 
of the other of the plates but had hot the time to go shoping for 
them, she said she would be so happy if it could be arranged.•••»••• 
and AoJ it oan, I think. ■ , 

«nater * dropped' in at uillspaugh urug and was introduced to 
some man from Shreveport who had notioed the plates in the window 
3 and had Just purchased an Audubbn vakley one. I didn't suppose suybo 

body outside of relieiana would be interested in them, but was glad 

. I i . •• 0 . ‘ • i i-v .. ..-/.w . • : 3 i it- i • 

.oil-' O-T lui . Oi .1 ’."Oil 0“ t.-'.t X . 3‘. J -Co.. Xi . iK' 1 ‘i <8 ■ ti L.-.... m.' 1 

... o l.. : isi .. . *. t a * . 

.• r s j ■■ ..eew '#albii*qmi eham gfrJ tee . as aid 


J 3son * 


OO » T -j 

Tfit 1 Ml 





I 

















From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


£8 oa 


6085 


6086 

L. 


I had sent in a few to the local emporium, Mr. Millspaugh chatted with 
me a few minutes after the customer had left. •&« snid people ®* e 
to become, "set ,conscious", and while everyone thus incolined were interested 
in 4. 6 or 8. they all seemed to shy off from an odd number like 5. He 
wanted to know if i contemplated doing another in the uane Miver series. 1 
told him I was thinking about the joyous Coast. He thought that would 
turn the triok, 

I have decided to write a letter to go with each plate to the 
various children born of Hatchitoches parest on May 8th, 1953, so that 
it will run something like this: - , 

. . 

Happy .Birthday.. ... ... 

i have been told that you have been born on May 8th, 1 ^ 53 ,ata 2 ikc 

On the same day there was born in hatohitoohes a plate wzxji 
which records a small part of the long history of this, old town. 

, •-* . i j . * I* ■ , 

Sinoe you and the plate have the same birthday, i am senain 
you one 8 a present. 

Maybe you would like to try to keep it curing t your whole life and 
pass it on to another baby, perhaps, your own. 

in any case, I wish you a long and happy life.” „ 

X 0UIS oordially. 

According to the aealth center, the final rtor.ings of May 8th biths 
will probably be in by t; a end of the next couple of weexs, and so you 

will have time to aovise me if you think a note as outlined above is too 

long or too short or should l>e otherwise contrived. 1 shall apreoiate 

your oomment, espeioally \t it be adverse, fjo I »ay rigg the thing up 

to better advantage. 

l was surprised this evening when 5am Peace appeared at my door. Me 
is Just baok froip the hospital and per sonifies t almost any artist s concept 
Of an ambulating oorpse. Moseying about in the rain wouldn't be the 
. .best.method toward reouperation, should imagine, but that is.raerely 
one man s opinion, —and apparently not 5am.s. t i 

1 suppose Carolyn will put in an appearance this week end, regardless 
of the rain, i understand her desire to make it because of •*. h. 'b 
promise to pass her cotton material along to the powers meeting in Memphis 
this cmoning week. If it rains, i shall be able to expand some of the 
main items in the wane reiver nritole and so time will not be lost, 

I am glad it isn't until next week that Mrs. Holloman comes for the V/ailes 
dictation. I have re-read ybur yeterday letter this evening and coll down 
hleseings on y ur head for having made my impending wee<x end so happy...*• 


;i : U1 


aunday, May 17th, 1953. 
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Memorandum: r * 

Hast night was a good one to sleep, xhe thermometer wasAout 
70 and three and a half inches of rain slanted down from first 
dark until measuring time at 5:40. 

un ounday mornings, i usually get the Columbia news oast 
at 7. 1 was puzzled when the announoer said the whole nation, 

"except the deep aouth* was headed for a rainy oabbath, but 
in the u 4eep south" only sunshine would obtain* rrankly, i 
no idea-as to where precisely the "deep aouth" might be but i hud 
always supposed .Louisiana might be a part of.it. nut i m ust 
be wrong, for it has continued pouring, —off and on, - all day. 

xn the midst of one particularly heavy downpour, i was gently 
taLen abaok, —it was dinner ti e and i was dining across 
the fenoe, when ueleste, in a petulant voice, dominated by 
annoyanoe: 

‘ » . -* t 

"Well, there simply isn't any water." f 

From where i sat there seemed to be so much of it that 
it was only after a sceonds thought that a realized the 
entire elotrioal system for miles had been knocked out. l reoommendd 
she set out a bucket which would be filled in a jiffy. 

I tried hearing invitation to Henning before the 
current was out, but found it pretty elimsive, what with thunder 
rolling endlessly and static that out-korea-ed Korea. 1 got 
an idea from what little i heard that l should like to read 
Mr. Meredith's The nogist. At the conclusion of 
there was a terrific explosion of,static so ± never did hear tne 
sentence which tola what next week's discussion mould be 
about. < 

i learned at dinner that iat had recovered from the mumps. 1 
hadn't known that he had them, so the he recovered was no 
eurpise. The matter came up because his mother, Eugenia, telephoned 
at the dinner hour from Houston to inquire what the news 
from •‘•at might be. What a strange mother and so business that 

. has always been. 
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As for the expeoted week; end, it turned out rather 
different, so far as Jarolyn was conoerned. She telephoned 
Saturday, saying that as the skies looked uncertain, she 
would not come down until today. Well, she hit that slap 
in the nose, since she finally arrived about 8 tonight, having 
encountered no end of roads under water in the Batheiotches 
area. . : , j 

Jarolyn intends returning.to Marshall in the morning if 
the roads are passable. 1 hadn't really sensed it that she 
was meking this week end trip exclusively for handing J. K. 
an outline for him to give to the Bublio delations head of 
the cotton Jounoil, meeting in Memphis on Thursday of 
this week, in view of rising water and the need for giving 
-attention to oaptle, now pastured in lands subject to inundation, 

J. a. will probably not attend the Memphis meeting, 

< 

But immediate plans are of course dependent on the 
situation, esepocially the amount of water wljioh has fallen 
in the upper reaches of Bed *iver. if those;rains have 
been heavy, we shall probably have a measure of high water, 
it not, we shall probably have no difficulty with Bed itiver and 
will merely be concerned with excesses in the wane ^iver basin. 

1‘ n ■ r ... ‘ & V . : ij j i : :;oti 

As for Jarolyn, she is bubbling over with plans for 
.television, she has some connection with a nouston concern, 
headed by a man formerly in the otate department, ne is 
selling material to united Artists for television programs. 

Carolyn is under the impression l,know something about 
gardening and that beginning ith »elrose we could do a photographic 
thing of interest and supply a text that would be unusual in 
the television field, xhe idea is to prepare 13 programs,~ 
both text and movies, which sounds like of investment in time and 
films, but there's the idea and i doubt if it ever comes to 
anything, although through her connections, it may, 

in the mean time, X am holding to the article lines rather 
than the television and for some of these projected pieces, the 
Jane niver country and some of its smaller entities ought to 
be brought into saleable condition, i think. w f course, i 
am inclined to gather up what crumbs.are available first before 
getting bogged down on more elaborate but elusive plans. Besides, 
l suppose i want to tuck in a few plate articles for national 
magazines, showing a bias on my part, -out of these and other 
points l shall speak in subsequent letters. It is after midnight 
and i must fold for the moment, i hope your iui day has been 
filled with opportunities for relaxation and rest and comparatively c 


Monday, Mpy 18th, 1983. 


Memorandum: , 

• it 

It is pleasant to be able to report that everything 

< at Arenbourg and Yuooa is secure. 

« 

It 'seems a little ridiculous to report that outside it 
is pouring. 

, 

» • i'he general situation is this: 

only about a half inoh of rain fell in the region above 
tilF.nd Boore* yesterday, so Bed ^ivex, although high, is not 
likely to spill over into wane and* within three or four days, Jane w 
will begin draining off, —if it doewn^t xtn too much more, 

i‘he cement higway south from Batchitoohes begins going under 
water about 2 miles below the oity and with only one or two island 
exceptions, the cement continues under water for perhaps 10 or 
15 miles, through Bayou Batches, Montrose to uerry. Cloutier- 
ville has evacuated 150 familes from low sections. The 
railroad txaoks axe under water but 1 know not if the trains 
can push through or not. At the moment. Bayou ^atohex is isolated, 
making it impossible for the mail carriers to move from their 
i. office. There was no in-coming or out-going mail today. It 
is expeoted there will be a restoration of service on the 
■morrow. 


rfe continue to enjoy the escape route, following along the 
river road into "atohitoches. one can also go South by river 
road and join the cement highway Just below Berry. All traffic 
from "ew Orleans to Shreveport or where ever, using the west bank 
of Bed Biver, must pass by here, which increases the traffic 
tremendously. Sand bags have been placed about the spillway 
hard by where the Dar Duke lived, holding that road intact, 
but -If that doesn't hold, we shall be cut off from communication 
bp with- everything south from here.' The Bad to town, however, 
is sufficiently secure, however, to make it quite a casual thing, 
for Jeleste and Madam negard to keep an appointment in town 

during the afternoon. * 

i j. . - * 

in 1952, centtal x-ouisitma between January an£ may 
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xuesday, may 19th, 1953. 


had 8 inches of rain. lor the same eriod this year it has 
had *47 and a half. « 

Cattle were moved from .Little niver low lands to uontrose 
high lands today. It seems Melrose owns vast acreages 
over Montrose way, too. How they get the cattle there, i don't 
know, hut i suppose they perhaps transport them b. truck, around 
by town, but how they get to the Montrose hills, i know not. 

1 think none of welrose cotton has been effected by water, 
orther tnan the exoessive rainfall, meaning that none of 
it is actually standing in water or submerged, as are the 
plantations across the river not owned by “elrose. Another thing 
to be considered is the fact that pecane tr'ees like moisture at 
this season, and as the trees already suggest a bumper crop., 
they ought to bo loving this deluge. 

Carolyn got off about 10 this morning. Before leaving she had 
a conference with •». about a book for the cotton Council and 
seemed glad she made he trip down here 

-- , 

i think -arolyn nas some good ideas ana sue certainly 
has some desireable connections. Hy problem is to hold her 
in line long enough to bring one idea into flower before e e 
flies off to cultivate a half dozen other bbds. 

. 

.1 was delighted to learn from her that she had talked 
with Helen shortly after the waco disaster and that ^elen came 
through the oraeal without any‘difficulties, nelen had endless 
inquiries by telephone, wire and cable from all over and i 
am glad I restrained my impulse to write until a measure 
of normalcy was restore^ to her correspondence efforts, x 
Siiall write her tonight. 

. I, . - . , m . • -f- . 9 . A . 

ho tween showerd this afternoon, i tried saigatening out 
some of the banana plants,* recently blown down and trimming 
up some of the sagging cardener*s Carter. But my operations came 
to a sudden halt when it suddenly struck me 1 had developed 
“auntsies in the pantsi’es", 1 reokon so mfuch moisture must have 
induced the inhabitants of some subterranian ant certer to 
move to t e surfaoe, which would have, been alreght, so far 
as l was concerned, if they hatl remained there, but when 
A euadenly felt a billion pin pricks moving from my ankles upward, 
i fingured it was ray move to divest myself of ralnment and 
hop into a puddle, which i did, and used that as an excuse to 
knock off for the day. mow to my letters . nut l shoula apologize 
for so much water talk but did want you to know precisely the situ 
tion, which, although damp-ish, is otherwifee well in hand. 


memorandum: 

ie are promised we shall have no mail before Monday, ihe 
postal inspectors inspected the region yesterday and today, and came 
un with the decision that mails will be better managed if out off 
i£ centers some distance' from here, —Alexandria end ohreveport, 
i suppose, as x understand it, the pouches will be held there, 
and forwarded when the railroads resume operation, xhis 
is probably good sense for people ;iivmg in tent cities, but 
forthose of us on the only highway open to through traffic, it 
• Q06 s eem to me it would simplify things for me if they 
delivered at least the 1st class mail to tne post offices on 
the direct north-south'line of communication to suoh post 
offices as are situ?ted on sa e. ^ut i suppose this 
would involve unimaginable confusions whose nature is beyond 
my powers to picture. 

*. that'as it may, *ho .diet has »««n i.ssu.4 and that. 

ha no mail in this area for tne next four days. 
that is to say, the secretaries .and i will need all the help tne 
^ord oan give us wnen tne aocummulation rolls in. t 

' C r • *‘ u r* Cl • *f L 4' ^ j 

x suppose pilgrims from afar may be discouraged from coming 
into this area but, oddly enough, pilgrims living with 100 
mii«s are beginning to increase in impressive numbers, - many 
tnem impelled * curiosity, a. suppose, to journey into the oane 
iver oountry to observe the miseries resulting from the & 
water and thus, finding themselves not too far from Melrose, 
decide they will make the most of the outing by way of tucking 

in a tour. 

xoday’s weather has been cloudless, the » sun radiant, 
the romise for cloudless skies straight ahead, 

xhis afternoon came rather nyons, the $ay young priest appointed 

to take over lather necker's rarish at J^ 0 ?* 1 **** 1 }!* d niS 
mother and sister from «ew rork were with him. J. liked 
them all and t'hey appal ant ly liked what they had to see. 
xhe ladies are returning home on the morrow, rather Ayons 
if n e. might coe back to see me again real soon, ue might. 











From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




6091 




6092 


• And half an hour after the uat olio sptitual leader 
had departed, the neveend ftebb, Baptist man of God in 
Gloutierille, appeared to mate his noddies, *>o ©body 

told me months ago ho had left uloutiervllle but it eeems he 
had merely gone to uaton itouge to have a prolonged operation, to 
be followed by a more pal ful duty, - burying his father, 
no puts me in mina of «udolpn ana is quite pleasant ana 
nothing by garb or manner suggestive of the pulpit, i get 
•the impression he may eventuall b eat tnrough the cnrysolis of 
what was probably poverty and narrowness of tne firet 23 years 
of his life, which is up to now, and that he may emerge into 
a broader shpere as'time runs along. 

.. t • ~ ■ • 1 

Garmen ureazeale, secretary of the oharaber of uommeroe, 
telephoned mo this morning, ohe has something to do with hed 
Gross and worked until midnight attending to local needs. 1 
had asked Garolyn to drop some porcelain at the -harober of commerce 
on her way through town yesterday, and la ureazeale wanted to 
thank me for such a pleasant contact as had been hers, in a way 
i was not surprised when she said that Garolyn had told her 
that when she arrived x in ohreveport on her way home to Marshall 
on Monday afternoon, she would contact nod Gross headquarters there 
and volonteer her photo t .ra hie services, if, as happens somoti es, 
the orgganization wishes a photographic record from tne air 
of the inundations, i b lieve Garolyn recorded the at. x«ouis 
flood areas a while back, xhis would be a neat trick if properly 
turned, -for the smeg camera that recorded the disaster for 
the ned Gross files might well click twice and so provide interesting 
pictorial data for the wane ^iver a tide. 

t » 

« Air planes have been passing low over the gardens all 
day and i assume some of them at least have been on photographic 
missions xor all i know, one of them may have had Garolyn aboard. 

•»hon she left yesterday morning, she promised to write me on Monday 
n ght, giving me an account of her noventures after leaving here, but 
as there will be no mail before Monday which is may 25th or thereabou 
i shall not have any news as to what actually did or did not hnr. pen. 

T - ' 

xhe bwn of wntchitoches is also to be without mail for four days, 
and this ought to lead Co endless coniusion, x should imagine, — 
appointments, invitations, reservations and so on. xhe weather 
fore-cast is for clear skies straight a^ead and apparantly aed 
.liver is no-t going to spill over into wane, so for all of us 
in this region, it is just a ouostion of playing patieuoe and 
letting t:.e waters subsidei'll miss the mail but what a big time 

• i shall have no t week, making up for lost time. 


Wednesday, may 20th, 1953. 


memoranda: 

• » ' t < 

Another day of brilliant sunshine, and although the 
•Veather nureau suspects rain for the morrow, it hazards the 
opinion the quantity will not be great and therefore have 
little effect on the preant situa ion of the rivers. 

„ .. . f«.. .. o • ) *; i . 7\ J • ,r ’ - J .i 

And 1 got just that fax when the telephone rang, it 
was aonefc's Gorner, - nay calling for a little ohat and then 
la atorm having an equal go at things, xhey as busy at 
gardening and both of them seem to be fins, xhey had heard 
on the radio that .Natchitoches xarish was having water problems 
and wanted to inquife about how we all were at tnis bend of 
the river, xhere was nothing more than small talk, a disoussion 
on what the best time is for cutting bombbo, etc., etc. 
xhe voices wore very dear, it must be the xrqppist lathers 
on their parity line weren t listening, —too busy screaming 
at each other, perhaps, to get near a telephone, xhose 
xrappists. 

All i»orth ooutji traffio between uew w r i eari B and ohreveport 
goes by here no*. -•■here is quite a rumble pt 15 or 20 minute 
intervals, the raoket being made by by huge trucks transporting 
cattle to the ohreveport area, many of the neighboring 
• plantations are sending several hundred head, eaoh up yonder, 
uf course transportation on live stock S>tx such a hundred 
mile jaunt runs into money, peri.apslB dollars for the round trip, 
plus pastureage curing the holiday for the live stock. 

J. n, says he doesn't understand why some local planters are 

going in for this solution of their high water problem in the 

cattle seotion, since some of them, as for example, the 

people owning the nerry plantation, have edless hiol land 

which is way out of the water-s way and where tender foliage 

of the brush would almost eudtain the animals for whom hay 

couio* be readily obtainable if tne green stuff ran low. 

it is estimatd the local pastures will be out of water 

in about 2 to 3 weeks. • Be that as it may, the trucks containing 

live stook continue rumbling by, all day aryl all. night. 
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. It is sold the .rostal inspectors have expressed 
The opinion that there may he a trickle of 1st class 
mail into the stricken area within the next day or 
tow. Belatedly the 1953 unfolding of the cape jessamine 
begins. The grand!fieta magnolias were on schedule, as 
of April lBth this year and I am puzzled that the gardenia 
section trailed so far behind, moisture inclines to hasten 
the blossoming of gardenias, of cou.se, ana l o'annot 
imagine a Spring run of weather that has given them gre ter 
inducement, but laggardly they have been regardless. 

, - 

it goes without saying that l hate them scattered alih 
over.my boudoir and living room and the vase of them 
along side my typewriter nods sedately at each tap of the keys. 

■®ut + must say that the one which appears to greatest advantage 
is situated in Juanita’s perruque. I think 1 have mentioned 
that Juanita is the coloring and general size of Zelm«,» 
that gently buxom lady whom we encountered on the Bermuda road when 
we were marching to Arenbourg one day. ihe darkness or the skin, 
the blackness of the hair seems to make the gardenia department 
when displayed at such a vantage point, seem twi’ce as 
snowy arjd striking, somehow the gardenia or any of its 
variations, stads as a symbol o-iomething possessed by 
the negro race which strikes me as a salient aifference between 
it and tha white race as I haw known it, for' that particular 
flower, while undoubtedly admirea and eheri‘shbd‘ by many a 
cultivated white person, seems to be forever appealing to 
every member of the. negro race i eve. knew, - tutored or untutored, 
fine or coarse, gentle or violent, —the Response to the 
appeal of its lovliness always seem immediate and prrofound. 
i have always felt it such a*pity tnat many a wnite person, 

. especially t: ose of the business like north, seem to feel 
it their duty to manifesst diedain or inaifferenoe to this 
heavenly flower, rer.aps that is why one sees it cherished 
by 8Q oomnaratively few men in a region where it seems adviseable 
to emulate the five oent cigar attitude of hewing to the 
line and no nonsense about anything save the pragmatic, 
rerhape .that is why it is so wonderfully refreshing to see 
the rawe t field hand, uncouth and unrefined in 
almost every human expression, re-act uwlll unfailingly with 
delicacy and adoration to this lovely creation of God. 

xou might file this in your sootion reserved for the 
most dull oommunioatio s. ill perhaps do better on 
tr.e morrow... ... « 


, . 

. ,. j U 0 U J'.J U. J iO • 


-icohd Lomoo 1 


xhursda.,, “ay Blst, 1953. 


. |0\ • 10 ITUX JO 


X ' U *1 


.0 001 ! 


.19 3. CO .< 


memorandum: 


imagine my surprise today when the postman put in an 
appearance. 

wjiat with no mail sinoe Saturday, x was naturally braced against 
__ a deluge of 1st class items. 

, ■ i * 

i'he sum and substance of my allotment was last week's 
copy of i<ife, 

j 1 • , 1 1 • 

naturally i was entranced to receive it, but x must 
say i am now bracing myself against the morrow, assuming he 
makes his^.rounds again. 

it would appear that tied aiver is not going to spill over 
into this area, if so, we at this bena of the river will have 
been exceedingly luoky. xhere is some kind of a doings closer to 
the *ulf where a steady breeze from the south tended to pile up 
sea water into the bayou and river mouths, therebye slowing up 
the seaward flow of rivers in this area with water baoking up 
Horth of Alexandria, it is said, it is too early to know if this 
will affect us, but it is supposed red river will not spill unless 
some sudden change appers. 

, ! , J X/ li > • ( . T -X. X - *• • ** vr • - • 

• • • 

•*oo ay remained sunny ana t e thermometer was *in the 
90*s, with a promised low of 76 tonight and higher readings on 
the morrow. , 

: ;.ia. :c ::ucr. rtl -■ x- *' • . ' / - - 

i was a bit surprised this morning at> 9 when x learned 
celeste and madam regard had aeoided to arive to Alexandria to 
attend some kind of a frolic, xhere journey must have been round¬ 
about, for x believe they had to go x*orth to -atcfritoches, thence 
Aast to -larence and »*infield and thenoe south someplace or other 
ana then, into Alexandria, —perhaps via x>oyoe. xonight 
at supper, •*. expressed conoernetx for mndnm xiegnrd. it seems 
that during the day the water has risen along all the routes out of 
Alexandria to the *«orth, making it necessary for anyone ooming here 
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to travel worth as tar as austun, which, l believe is somewhere 
O-f 'in thd direction of Monroe, at least 100 miles from nere, 
perhaps 160, and thence to ohreveport and then aouth. 

x may not have mentioned that last Friday «irs. *oombs under¬ 
went a deadening of three of the ruined nerves in the neighborhood 
of the spinal column, ohe made it back, home on Sunday during 
the cl udburets and has been in bea ever einoe, ner physicians 
trunk the operation a success although it has been difficult 
to check as excessive nausea has kept the lady in such contortions 
ever since that the drug reactions have followed something different 
from the usual post operation trend it. is my understanding 
that a third of the body will be left permanently feelingless --if tno 
ororation is a success. After a week of sea sickness, however, 
i suppose one inclines to be indifferent about everything, l 
talked with her husband today, ue inclines to be optomistio 
about her progress, x feel sorry for both of tnem, tne patient 
as a matoer of course, and tne closest associate who must find 
it difficult to iiold down such a person who, well or iol, is 
possessed of boundless energy 

x got an opportunity to read a few of re ter marshall sermons 
last night, in the volume which is entftlec something like: 

"Jr. •ones, **eet the paster", xt x is evident that the nev. Marshall 
was not one of the sancimonioue brands of religious leaders which 
probably is one of to elements in his success. 



wo ifo'tfaaf ifa 




to 

r 93 i 


iw 


xast ni 6 hc x heard -or. uQrrow say he .would be taking off for 
London before next broadcast time, and yet somehow x was 
surprised to hear another voice tonignt. nut x like the substitute 
and so shall remain content until w. n. has returned sometime 
next month, x thought it qute a pertinent observation last night 
wnen he said that while i*r. nisenhower has some very important 
people standing squarely in tack of him, it might he better in 
some instances if they got around in front of him so he oould 
keep an eye oh them. 

oj j it. a .. 03 .. =. . 3 cc . o >'.• . e- ■ ■ ' - J • - - v 

a noticed today the defense x>«oretary put out a trial baloon on 
a sales tax, which, to my way of thinking is the cheapest bit of 
skulldugery the millionaire politicians can try to put over x doubt 
if they succeed but apparently they-wj.il try anythiug. xt mu t .bo admited 
the ^emocrot8 tend to pilfer from thejpetty cash but the republicans 
give themselves a legal status as they legislate illegal millions 
into their private coffers. , 

with waer soreoci.iug for liles around, it seemed a bit oad th> t 
a hundred field hi uds should be hoeing cotton on ^elrose...,. 


i l . 


liieiiior «*nu am. 


off 


TO 


.Ow n ice, now womerxuliy nxow uo u* ^oiu u, jgjOfo D°vh 
your elegant letters as or *ay bth and *ay lbth in t a y 

sitting. 


■iAd«a 


in a was *renbouxg and l are having our birtodays 

all over uglin, nua twenty billion times wouian t go ^ 
plLu in Ujl ^ convey*my joy in’oux mavuax cel* arsons. 

i might ns MU ♦om nnd coni«M^j»t 

which tonight stands along si ohaadule 1 should have mentioned 

U 8i on*t“ , darol t uI'1s 0 Spt! hit by a »*1« of 

l£i •«*« 

for having done so over suoh $ prolonged period. 

«S»‘ 1 ”r 1 .iw.r i n«imr»si.' C »a t niSg t 5or It anf abidingly 

iur; 0 rj: ;°n rri.» « k-&£•«.*. 

or other, I put the key to ^f^^jjex^seordtary time rolled ‘round, 
place that 1 was unable to f ind it whe rtnn f a agina m v stupidity, but 

. P i really felt a little shame faced about confessing my stupi y. 

now i realise x should have done so immediately. *ut my nop« 

was that on the following day 1 ^ther end to, —I would 

apsdi. d 0 M. lnsid. Oht .rong .la. .tifyDody 

find the missing key. nell, j- did , ^ waiting for them 

in the world to lend me armoir k y * tions as time slid along, but 
to arrive, xeys came from al \l£e hooe the next day would 
at the end of each day there astonisiied^e an- yet i hesitated 
bring better luck. .f^^^eiblfto get things of 

to break open thp_armolr, - i - P withstand the temptation 

^IhirL a irg ibo.fi«^thfs 1 mShln*. 1 loicsd th. hxmoir op.h., a 
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« 


thus, when the mail came today, bringing your rtay 15th letter to r«, 

1 had the unique stifsatotion oi hating both your letter as 
of that date plus the one of earlier date, xhus Arenbourg and I 
have been* able 'to oeleb ate all day, and this afternoon x toot time out 
to glanoe th ough my gifts that had been unwrapped earlier, and 
all in all, the day was marvelous. 

And with the birthdays being celebrated, there is the news of 
your own activities, every one of which filled me with gratitude 
to you for having shared these thins with me, i am so glad you 
were able to have thttharles Laughton evening and x. thank, you sincerely 
for giving me an aocount of the various things he included in his 
ppnbgram, xour mention of his rendition of the Gettysburg address 
reoalled so vividly his presentation of the same masterpiece in 
‘Juggles of ^ed wap", -as inspiring,a performance as i ever 
saw on stageor screen, , 

i can well imagine the hurly-burly that has oeen yours as 
of the entire week, last past, but a am holding the thought that 
there may have been some sort of a breather as soon as 
your guest got on his way, 

, J ~ * X - ‘ 

IKeie was quite a batch of mail today but i explored none of it 
save your two letters, for nothing else seemed of any moment after 
i had read and re-read them. 

After another day of cloudless skies and the thermometer in 
the 90*8, a lovely new moon silvers the white garden, weace obtains 
on all sides, —but eveiyone is holding his breath, seepage begtm 
on the new embankments whioh replaoed those torn away by the 1945 
floods, ned Hiver is to the top of the levees but is not spilling 
over and although'stationary in height at the moment, is likely to 
start falling very slowly within the next 36 hours, it is said, xhe 
point -here the water is seeping through is abouf due jSast of aermuda, 
on the -iest bank of *ed *iver, and we shall be inundated if it 
breaks through, but we hold our breath and hold the tought. 
xhe highest the water will come here is to the bamboo at the 
bnbk of the white garden. x, e t UB ho P® lt doesn't co e anywnere at all. 

' • ■ . 

aelrose and Magnolia are, but two of the plantations for miles 
up and down '-awe and xted rivers sending workmen to fill sandbags 
and to cover the ominous damp spots that begin.appearing at the 
base of the levee. «*. -. "illiaras who had recently brought 
uexioans in for laboring in the cotton fields, has set them to work 
on the sandbags. And xvea *vivor rolls on, and .he White warden is placii 
and lovely in the moonlight, and my day has been happy and my night 
filled with jaith because one person in this world is suficient to 
make one believe in God and this or that person named xee through whom 
oives everything to man...... 


a on 


!> 01 


.3 


Sunday, may &4th, 1953. 


. 3 -j . ,1.... -.v- i ai y i-L :• ■ o — ^ 

,-4 xc t. i a /..3 x ^iJoexi -"ioh ...i.i ovi . mmc > 

memorandum: , , 

It's still everybody's birthday, the skies oloudless and 
all the roads save one sealed off. Ked Kiver never did get out 
of bounds, —as, up to now, at least, and what with the orest having 
passed, the outlook is promising that it may not go on a rampage 
this season anyway, and while the lake spreading across the 
Montrose lane continues to expand from the cemenet highway to 
Grandpere's graveyard, it doesn't present any danger to the 
Arenbroug-iucoa domaines, and in spite of the downpour of a week 
ago, i found it well to water the oinnia beds and day lilies along 
about first dark tonight. 

i finally got around tp wade through some of the mail# 
i'here didn't prove to be any of much interest. 1 shall send some 
along under separate cover but if you don't get around to explore 
it, you will have missed little or nothing. 

1 dined across the fence today and Celeste told me she 
and uee nertzog had dropped by the lady doctor•s house last 
evening for a little nip before heading for hone. She said 
LOn had spent quite a lot of time with a looal photographer taking 
pictures of the flood during the past week, une night just 
befne supper time, --x guess that is about 9 at the worsbey 
menage, the lady doctor answered tno ‘phone. It was the office 
of the sheriff oalling. xhe operator said there was a message 
for the lady doctor, to wit: 

"Dhe Sheriff will bring mr. ,*orsley heme.'* 

■„ 

naturally she asked for details, but the operator could give 
her none, it is wonderful what strength of nerves the ]ady doctor 
posse88SJ3 in everytning except uncertainty as regards the safety of 
her. husband when he is in the big road, naturally her mind began 
conjuring up all sorts of horrible things, accidents, drownings, 
wrecks, —neaven alone knows what, —and "xhe sheriff will 
bring mr. «iorsley home". 
j ' y.J ■ r;. .‘•j.J 1 . - ■ 0 • - 

,<ind finally he did just that and great was the let down of nerve 
strain, xt seems ^on, the photographer and several of the sheriff s 
deputies had been engaged in various pursuits in the neighborhood 
of Gypress where tne flood waters are especially wide, realizing 


1 
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he could not got back to town as soon as he had anticipated, i>on 
asked the -Jher.iff, tnen using a two way radio transmittor with 
his oilice, to have the office telephone the lady doctor that 
the party was being detained by some circumstance oi the flood and 
that they would be along in a little while and that the sheriff 
would drive him home directly after the business of rescue work had 
been terminated. The message, as delivered, being laoonio, however, 
was much mot up-setting than would have been no message at all, 
md wnile none of t,ls is scarcely worth passing along, x do so regard-, 
less, as a prize example of how a ohain of circumscr oes can go 
far in up-setting a ,ladys pesgee of mind, —and all over nothing 
at all, < 


JiX. 


a telephone oall from -as. -awton, friend of the mormon gals, 
reports that a letter hod just co^.e through to ^atohitoches from 
iiriarwood, saying that tr.e gals, are doing fine-, alt ough their 
property caught t<e tail end of the tornado that swept through 
that section a week ago Saturday night, lightening struck 
a couple of trees and the rains washed out some newly placed 
gravel on their private road, but otherwise nothing very 
much happened, -as. Lawton believes that ole ‘irginie" is 
fast losing her mental and visual faculties but feels senility has 
long been on the way, at least a year or two before the accident, but 
perhaps the latter hastened this along a little, 

. . : •: , : V , --C. • o. J -o : r-J b L 

This morning x heard -a hryson and his associates dip into 
old -reek legend and have a go at uason and hie girl friend, and 
th e afternoon x was lucky enough to catch Edward vlll in his 
broadcast witij ^-obert x'rout from tne liner, united states, somewhere 
on the Atlantic, giving highlights on coronations -dward had 
known, neoeption today was excellent ana quite novel, what with 
so mnnty recent programs for over a month being ripped into nothing¬ 
ness by the constant crackle ; of statio while tornaodes were 
whizzing around the ilulf states area, next week xnvitation to 
^earning w^±± will nave a go at some nal^ao novel and i shall 
listen with avidity, - x know so little aDout x-alzac whose 
personality and writings somehow always succeeded in eluding my fancy, 

. 

ulemenoe came to see me on Saturday morning, she is 
"studying about" making a garden around her new cabin, rhey tell me 
she t got nei household effeote well settled only after she had sot up 
her 'sign in front of-hep: house, rending:*Art exhibition, 25 cents. 
Trank xou",We found quite a few things she can plant at garious times 
in the months ahead,, she says her little.turkeys hatched out nioely 
and that she brought them with nerh to her new home, i can't quite 
picture turkeys and a flower garden, all wrapped in-co one but olamenoe 
is a bag and if anybody can unit two suoh unlikely elements, it 
would be little old ^lenience. no hope your week end emraoed no end 
of ieisu e and quiet. 




i C ,1 Jll * 


Monday, May 25th, 1952, . 
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How nice to find your grand letter of the 19th in today's post, 

i 4 ' ' . r_„ • „*• . 

- - t 

A t goes without saying that x was shocked by the news of the 
wreck, I-am burning a special candle in the Whapel by way of 
- thanksgiving that things went no worse and am praising Sod that 
, you were not all tangled up in the business, it's a curious 

thing that i have never been able to.ri^ myself of little clouds of 
worry ^hen x know that tho§s dear to me'axe traveling by automobile, 

, I don t seem to worry about any of them being .the cause of an acoident, 
but I«see so much teraxing up and down the road by people in no 
physical condition to drive that X am always fearful some suoh no¬ 
account driver will be the oause of a wxeok, escaping himself unhurt, 

, and being the cause of something terrible to the innocent occupant 

of the other oar, “hat with every automobile manufacture! seeming 
bent on designing each new modbl oar fox more and moxe speed and 
what with recklessness and inebriation being constantly at the wheel 
of an almost guaranteed average of oars, the wonder is that 
there aren't more people we know_who are victims of suoh com¬ 
binations,' 4 « i * 

And may i thank you for telling me aljout the doings of the 
tornado at uerriday and the caving of the cliffs at ixatohes, 1 
had heard of neither, I suppose both news items were broadcast 
within hours from the time they happened but for several days the 
swirling of storm after storm through this area kept the ,xadio 
. in a constant sputter, making it impossible to get any news or 
anything else, fexhaps as. srandon will send us some particulars 
regarding the Natchez thing, via Atlanta, It seems to odd that 
people living in this area never mention suoh matters to me, altough 
I suppose they never really get around to read the newspaper, 

, 1 .,0 00 i. -i e ■ - ' ' ' ' 

Xt was so kind of you to offer to write s me letters for me 
intended for those born on «ay 8th, but 1 think i shall be able 
to manage them alright, as there apparently will not be many, and 
as these names will come to hand not in a single group but 
from day to day so one of the secretaries can read one off at a sitting, 
and thus round them upover a period of days without any especial 
effort, Mes, X think the buydam sketoh of xucca would be a marvelous 
item on which to pen such'messages, as some of them may be saved by the 
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recipient' a parents, to stay with the plate until the child has grown 
to maturity, .1 havq always felt there was something so delightfully 
18th century about the w uydam touch and somehow so appropriate for 
this particular stretch of 18th century around here, lingering 
on unmindful of the presence of the 20th, 

You will read the enclosure with a measure of interest, as did I, 
I naturally am crossing no bridges befee coming to .them, but 
tne threatened check later in the summer poses a pretty puzzle for 
solution, personally it has always seemed to me the high point of 
stupidity for anybody to ruffle the feathers o£ "a bird in a gilded 
cage", ..the squawk of such birds having such penetrating qua ities 
and oan be so annoying a± to the keeper of the cage,If ph 9 
chock, should be accepted and palmed off to charity should it,— 
if it oould be kept from the knowledge of th« keeper of the cage 
ana if it were kept for a while and then the matte? spilled at so*me 
later time by the bird, —then what. And if the keeper of the cage is 

the thing, tn« 


i.j j ^ of tor ai;id banc^ 
i uoii-oi. - ••artorrri. aru ’• J “ 

wot* saw aeui >>.13 baa benxudoi 

wemoB 'inlq.alb no duq didlrfxe edd hfflVh 
aoldoetdo a »v 'ri i H beqlsa 

bias efl&i .d 'nfeiuow x .bebiuonl 
e 'arrlPOTTJWlioib bail almolilfl 
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io rovsl nl fBOCI 

nc .aeiiotidlhoin^ nl 
roai'id” gniva.. o 
morl asneldne;* emoa 
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bo nitff 0 «&iag UVUx W'Vfc *l8t in today's 


red 'Hi?+ 

busoqmoo JSflf 

dud JM 
risui xVt 
uoiaaooo 
•£diovc-q io jl.. 
. t doel!®^: 


what of the bird, —and if he is told only after the 
what are the reactions of both himself and bird, 

l*j . ■. ,v:0 •* i. ; . 1 > -■ " - • • **■ ' “ r r • 

i have no doubt the motive behind the impulse i 
for people of that type often are very kind and some 
much more perception than others, and yet from the g 
there has always been a special effort to cultimvate 
desire to keep Alexandria stock on a certain sympnt 
Melrose. But whatever, the motive, this promise of 
worrie about when, —if ever—it arises. Still i - 
letter along for you to see and to marvel with me o 


•I-oei x modw od rrosieq 


Buydam 


ihile 
K of 
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would 


enox 
evad 
on a a 


sort ZKr? 
uoliojfffliq e 
idloll, w -L 


* U X mane i one a in last'night’s memo that x had 

been doig a lot of watering of plants. After the deluge of th« ounday 
before, ic wou.an t seem possible thing could have dried so fast. 

Mud doubly ood it-seeras when one realizes 'ned *Hv er continues tearing along 
at a 40 foot height and tnat Just across the bridge the vast * 

lake continues to spread for miles writh unwantd water. 

.'i A nHa coifeee across the fence this morning, i«jaie& are 

r^j>»cin c , gr at pi>-ne to he, d out by oar for new xberia on inednes' ay morning 
for the balance of the week, - wit a view to attending woe regard’s 
graudation inephew ana grandson of the IndiesJ. i suppose they 
will make it by traveling back roads and hll around nobin hood s barn 
but ic does seem ill advised.I suppose they may be back by the-week 
end or early next week, domestic responsibilitynever seems to eneter 
anyone »s head, i suppose at least one of the local oamps will be 
doing big business about the same time, oo things go, a tornado 
tnat no one ever recognizes so much as a passing breeze. 


oonsequenoe. 
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Garmon ^reaaeale telephoned this morning to Bey that tho 
natohi'toohes dlspiny at tha Louisiana yurohaee exhibition in 
Shreveport was bolng rotuznod shortly and tho idoa was growing 
looally in favor of having tho oxhlbit pat on display somewhere 
in Aatohitoohes. Sho asked if 1 would havo any objeotion 
o having my M trosoza M included. X wouldn't* sho said 
semo gontloman from California had Just dropped In at tho 
chamber of ^oamoroo and purohaaod plates, —three, 1 holiovo aha 
said, to take with him to frionda out yondoz. Sho aaoma 
delighted at having thw platoa at tho Chamber of “ommiree, and 
1 only hope there la no vast dioappointmoxrt on the part'of 
-iilspaugh ^ug whpn^hoy find it out. 

% got off a response to tho Uontoepan lot tora siting hoz 
to destroy it on reading, fooling perfectly sure sho could 
bo trusted not to do so. ft was a serious document and composed 
not at all tith her n mind, as you may readily imagine, but 
rathez fez tho very person to whom 1 fool*'sure she will rush 
right in to shewing it. Among other things i toot oooasion 
to remart upon pas tho fast that occasionally the pinoh of poverty 
-revented mo from uiiaer taking something* that might zofloot to 
i glory of “alrosa but that I. thought it fun to soo what oould 
made; out of what there waB to hand and 1 congratulated 







. V . 



to 


Looomplish tho things she did non tho soalo she 
id when sho died, had it i 
ipular son. melrose would have died/ 
said* quite frankly that as * glanced across tho oountZy^from 
Louisiana to the uarolinao, 1 oould find no private plantation 
which in recent years had .received; as much favorable publicity 
and one which had boon featured in sp much porcelain that 
woild out-live, as s record, tha pj-phtation itself, and 
' that i am glad to havo had an opportunity to lend a hand in 
1 some of the business. A ignored the matter of a possible 
oho ok later in the season, rerhape It will never oome anyway. 


«adne8aay, «ay k7tn, lfceu. 


to 


^ lJ oheokJ.ati» In.'ttf'beason. nr „ LT B T _ 1 

and If it dots, 1 shall use it as an exouse to wflto another 
•° letter in rturning it Sur< 


rturning it Surely it Is an odd sct-«p when tho 
lady living olosoot tmo to tho plaoo comprehends nothing while 
tho other, whatovor her motive, at least makes a gesture of 
; landing * hand. ' la has ton ao aptl» tamailtadl 

, . , C J TTj? sTfl DOB TI 10 5 10* 

"You have to be born in the South to unddfsrand colored 
people". 

Again my thanks for your letter of the tOth and all the 
happiness It has brought to my day...... 
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• , -he gloriods weather oontinuos and ™««J*** 8 JlLins 

4Tfl , fractions of a foot but the ^youcrevelle problem remains 

it.tlVnlth .aT.lata Mill 44 Wf *»»««“• l » «»*!’•« 1* 
gxaveyeard every time e breese blows. 
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o, hafota pdstaUay, thxaa joath. lx« *$*.•?“!«* S” 0 "* 4 

g# MRSMt HL 

srjai.s«s; 

ind Mis Generali" in some lecture course, on 

them had ever read bis bbek. ‘hey wanted J * l i** on 

aspects of ante‘bellum^d Jf $Sl«IM«f had 

your poblem 

marveled 
subject 

t> 0£ 0 CIS* t 50 3 'I • 

.3 i XXnrfa •*> , It 

curing the morning, two different pointers; unknown to 
eaeh ithe^ ohanoed to come this way» 1 

to paint. One of thorn tented to do tje big hou ®** Jo* ®ii?2L 
the'African apuBP, eo there wasn't any ohanee of Jhem Jetting 
rTvlU." •._— ..qt td» difference In- ttfatment 


hem bad ever read his boos, ‘ney T 

iii" si if u* 

STifiUliiSf*8Kif. * 

ohlldten of the past year, bored with everything, and 
at the up-lift a littlp eurioeity and interest in any 
presents, 


tho African nouse, so there *asn i r* * IV"* 

Jnto Shot • s perruque ever tie difference in- treatment 

pf the aame shbjeot, 

- . .. Ft., <. > t ^ <m x 
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xhings at the big house cantina* to rook along with suoh 
perfection one feels convinced it Is all to* go*d to last. 

The food oontinaes of the same quality and delieiousness, and 
one sees such evidence of interest on the part of the cook 
as a genuine attempt to bring forth this or that item she 
things will please the people at hex hoard, jror example, altough 
there have been buckets of milk every day for the past T years, 
nothing was ever done aith any of it, other than the placing 
of a pitcher on the table, --and the rest of it given to the 
hogs. cut Juanita noticed that J. M, had brought home some 
oott; *• oheese from town on Monday night, and the next morning she 
asted me if i knew hou the staff 1 was;made, 1 thought * 
did, and before anybody ooald say Jaok aobinson, she had stirred 
up a fine me88 and was serving it to «• “, for his supper, kittle 
acts like that surely shea straws in the wind as te a will 
to please. 
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xoa are getting a break aith this memo, inasmuch as 1 am going 
to dash off bat a couple of lines and thereby* affording you an 
opportunity to turnthe more quickly to matters of more interest, 

X ■«. A. • •. il' 

With both the heat and humidity in the fO*a, I foolishly 
ooneumed too much water the other day and so am forced to mosey about 
at'vastly reduced speed fox a day ex so, which is probably lust as well, 
fox I don't mind gett caught up a little on the. shut-eye department. 


io 


a 

he! i 


• „■ ■ • ■ & 3 Do.-, o? • 4.' neii 

Jr on where i sit,* however, i am under the i pro scion 
Juanita may be pregnant and if so, that means she will have 
to be taking a little time opt'before long, hut what with hex 
little daughter being able, probably, to given hex aid in 
the baby department, perhaps hsr absenoe will not bs for* long. 

•hat with wlemsnos having taken up her abode hard by, 1 suppose it 
may well be that she will be pressed Into serviee during Juanita's 
absenoe, and so everything will turn merrily enough, and in tho 
mean ti e, A shall hold the thought that *uanita is not, 

*s seems to appear, "great with child”, 

• , 

I haven't felt the i mpulse to do any reading at the end 
of the day, especially since the weather turned so warm 
and humid, for sleep creeps up On mo almost, before i collapse 
and call it a day. And this is just us well, for my mu oh in* 
went out of whaok a while book and there isn't much likli- 
„ hood of getting it fixed before mxs. woombs recovers from 
hex hospitalisation aftst-maths, for I profor to hold it hors 
unused for a while rather than te send it by paroel post 
to Baton usage to have it fixed down'there, —the State office 
for $uoh business, fox whilo the attention the machine receives 
down yeunder at ths hands of the exports ia somehow always nullifitd 
by the bouncing around the thing hast undergo on.Its rsturn trip 
hers, following the repairs, and so l continue to get oaught 
up on my sleep, and glad of any exeuse not to oluttor up 
the mails at this hurly-burly postal’eonfusion with the somewhat 
cumbersome ourtons of the sulking cooks. And so x fold 
for the moment in bracing myself against an early dawn for doings 
dhetmerxow..,. 


. 


Hi 

nu*o 




The looul well wnter is wushsd through so many tanks, filled 
with eo m*ny different kinds of ehamieala,that one's system is sffooted 
if end drinks inmoodsatuly et some tims op othe? just before ox just 
after all the various tanks huv* been newly stocked with th* 
astonishing assortment of stuff that goss into than. And 1 drank 
to deeply at seme such time and so am fl ew prepared te go light on 
Juanita's fine fdod, —an upset stomach being able to accomplish what 
plain will poeox oouldn t accomplish, . , , . 10 Jt*. • ® "i IT i P 

ii u 

1 continue hearing much talk about Maul in *eug*- : end find that 
most people like it enormously and a fowJdent like it ud all, 

L rather wish * had be-taken myself to town to get eome eext of an 
impression, madam aegard liked it for its human,qualities, a, didn't 
liks it bseause p* had supposed, it was going to be a musical - 

thing, and urs. «oombs did like it and Ora didn't or was disappointed, 
and soth* name of Teal*use-*autrees finds iteelf em ail lipB and 
children of today, — aid gown-ape, seem to have a wonderful 
oppertu ity to learn something about one of the Irene* Tnpreesionsista 
whlsh these of a generation earlier would never have,been blessed with. 

X,'. jf 3,. i .10 ' J ID 1. . . j- 

on* of the so daya, somebody will make a movie tqat will be e combine 
tion of "Lost nook end" and the bigoraphy of »dgax Allen Tee, and 
when t at is dns, it will provids the movie-goer with something 
to oonterapldts, what'with a famous figure us a peg .•« .which u study of 
alcholi8m is hung* and because of the vague familiarity of the 
public with the ahaxadtax around which the thing centere, the message 
might turn out to be twioe as impress!we. o 
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xh« water which continues to submerge so many an adjoining 
cotton field, enables uelrose to secure an unusual amount ef idle 
hoe hands and one result of other people's disasters is the fact 
that the aelrose crop has been hoea with amaaing alaority. usually 
hoes are swinging all through aay and June without a let up, but 
thanks to the unexpected amount of day laborers, the erop has already 
been hoed twice and at supper tonight, a. -. asked me if a couldn't 
use a flock ef aelrose hoe hands to work in the gardens tomorrow, since 
something must be* given them to do between now and the final and third 
round in the fields, 

naturally 1 always grab at as many as come my way and 1 
sha 1 set them te attacking stuff that required no supervision, — 
suoh as cleaning up stray bamboo stalks in the iris garden, etc,, 
for a propose doing might little myself before the week end has 
come and" gone. 


i-jUO.il b.u» 
a yvti'. oib * 


0 ■' ■ t)IU 85 

, w i x ■■ i j 


Friday, “ay Mth, 1MI. 

J o iloni aojut: Jo * sn.v 


a-i 0 


'.if .. iODi. a u lJ Ul 


r r 


• *11 
at r 


no 


I Vi 1 

* ’ * 


Lf: 1 


or 


ft) f 


bo; 


< i think there is nothing in the enclosure of any interest, 
it somehow brings tc mind the title or a "token's novel, - one 
"Bleak nouseand 1 am turly sorry for poor madam —aroo but perhaps 
this particular letter was composed at an unusually low period and 
the mere writing of it gave her spirits a ohanoe to touch bottom 
so that they wee a tomatieally on the rise by the time she nosed it. 

-- , * 

again senator a. a, *. has kicked over the traces by 
confusing the nation a attitude toward international relations in 
his "go-lt-alone-in-^orea" speech, it has always astonished me 
. that - he and “eQarthy don t seem to realise how much a am age tne., ean 
do to the country they pfofes* to hold'in such high esteem by their 
broadsides on public aflairs that intaribly seem to give the 
administration and tne nation a black eye .* 

:> O ' ‘ ' - -IL * . ::G ' , 

Such cleverness and suoh stupidity; all rolled into one. and 
1 cannot help supposing that one ef these"day's h. a. i, will be 
proposlgthe giving away of the public domaine to private 
o ncerna, and thuderig away from his oenate seat as though 
his action were the only one based on oommon sense and sound 
business. • ■. c- 

, 

"ike those gentlemen in the “remlin, however, it seems to 
me a. a, *. is forewer kloking the pedestal on-which he satands 
out from under him with his own efforts, and So perhaps the 
amount ef hearm done on the broader field will be lessened by 
the spectacle he makes of himself, - 

eut now a must fold for this sitting but will be back 
again on the morrow, feeling as fresh as a daisy. 
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j on ion at Juo Joa of anew aha no hi aaoxg noc .lx coos 

, , . 

i :> memorandumt . j u ,uiJ * n.,... .. j. 

my head continues to feel ae hepvy as a dutoeeys. but 
while a have no npetite as yet, I feel mo revulsion'toward food, 
and *bout tomorrow shall be. back on my normallnplination 
> toward things, gastronomio, A reckon, #S3T , v % 

t •-*. 5 . -1 .1 v 08 .-ioof. . _ 0 ;,. 3 . 3 ., . _ -I: , . . 

•A. know, not as hoi the mails arechoing handled, but 
latter b these, days seem to oope in batchas. icsterday and today 
thare pore no^a. ^and it , 1 a maid, that as M^Xnohes of w atar still 
. , * covers the xexaa and Aafifie xa^lf oa^ trasks between montronse and 
e vxxjt it .will prebnbifti.he a jwWJje Worenormalcy in postal 
. deliver ice mill bp re-established,, Dill. Ci.:J :o OTJrt-Ji . a 

5)i reldJ^iq od olu >*> aid no iOl s e.-L 

.vase of the plantation nsgiops, A, brown, brought me the 
, x enclosed note from another jasgre in *l**andyim, aloM .m^.th 

a sketch he had mad#, copying aha ad-V A gill rejsroduoad on 
the front page of "ife recently, xhexe ia nothing special 
about the work but it is interesting that the person should be 
v as j;iftqh as he ia. A da not, know tyo writer of the letter, ^ut 
A. brown told him of me. a think the letter i$s^lf Xu both 
quaint and pitiful. Al the man could only come up thiway and 
marry the widow aunter, theyjaight sat mp a |eint Ait *»hibiton 
and have lots of fu^c, a sheul^-^^A^. aoiJo iborq ^XivoX 

At Just .secure to me that “raft -ohnaon seams to be a 
popular name among negroes in this area., xhera axe several 
. families of them living in the aermada araa and a know ff • 


J 3iu»aft j 



gentle mei 

™ all. of whom boar the name of, “entft ’" 
iq a^inalc o.in lu sJj 

. o heard -enttl^ t.elk r 
, : from tne .weekly Wednesday 

and jtx idaya. ieedns ad ay w ^^ . n . j . y 

at ,fi te M bandied went ter kO^te ^O dollard. oe many 

to o (people have * ^ * 

hat .the current 
suppose the ._ . 

.i .i prieei,in,the;bi« titiea or, in 9 .thex edotions of $h* eountry. 

telt about Mb,000 head "euislana oaf *1* wit out pasture age 
but i. know not Xi it muchfua a arop t^e oucke t 

woo. it-coins to leeaiAJg IwO niiiiou peapxe. 0 7 

o-ri.s ’Oi .ijbAXam ^abTefae^ ijm dJiw oojci ; it.* , ... . 

.Olegs jhgltiA am j- os v ssi i eviig oas tofsob ’iDil e.iJ 


.Ti'UT’-T—IT* 15UT1 - 

MM to thi 9 ugh.theli stock on to tne market 
irrent price is eonaenully depreaeed but a tan t 
i quantity will be sufficient to lower retail 


there 
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• wftemenoe came* by to aoo me again today, and although 
i was not much inolined toward entertaining, x did have a low 
stalwart youths working in tho gardens and they eomld di| her 
some rihbon grass whish she wants to set oat in her new garden, 
uff hand, what with the thermometer at ftT, and the san boiling, 
i woaldn t think this would be the ideal time lor transplanting anything 
but palms,, but hardener's barter ft dilfioult to kill and ulemenoe will 
have the fun of trying to make it grew anyway. 

!./ 1 ] o . , ■ , . i i 

1 asked her if she hd ewer tried-painting a picture o£ 
uhrist on the boras. • tthr hadn't. k pointed out that there 
has generally been something eoek-eyed about all suoh pictures, 
in that the background always suggests winter, or at least the 
end of the world, wheteas all the peitu es ef master, - enly three 
days later, are always way with vegetfctiom, if eng. and so 1 
suggested she de a eolexed man en the boras and have a big eld 
magnolia or bcmr such tree la bow# en one side, and parhaps 
a picture of the African mouse somewhere in the background, 
she thought a log eabin would be prettier than the African &oue and 
1 told her » thought a leg cabin would be gust fine, blemenoe 
never did'paint anything of any account when it was done to order, 
but alter she has ailed over the above idea, she may eventually 
sense it as her own idea -and bring forth something attreeting. 

i . 

one nice thing a out yesterday s indisposition, it gpVe me 
an opportunity to get caught up on some of my recant magasines, 
and x was glad to turn through some earlier ones that * hnd 
' engoytd a few weeks back, —the one am African, and the 
lovely reproduction-of Ingres 4 things.' 

xn the white warden, the rabbits who are want to dftaport themselves 
with vaBt abandon on moonlight nights are new so tame that they 
don t bother to scamper to shelter even in broad daylight, xt is 
p left san t to hate them so tame, although x do wiah they would 
give up their taste for the hearts of the white sinniaa planted 
about the base of the sun dial, xhey don t oat up the plant or 
hafm tho loavoa but merely snip the top bdd out. nut sinnias, 
being ef the namtre they are, <tend to ewofte two hearts whore one has 
boon Removed, and so from here en out, it‘s going to be a question 
aa to whioh one will win tho race, the a.imal keeping ahead of 

vegetation or the heart* out-distancing the animals. 

s .* X O’, v - • l *- • On iJ\ . : 3 7 3.. 

xf you chanced to hoar-ad; “orrow tonight, you probably hoard 
banot “orrow whom Mr. referred to as my partners loading one to 
assume that *anet is “rs. *d. it s so seldom for oermentators to 
have wives of whom anyone over heard, x was struok by this appearanoo. 
j. a,, afflicted with my yesterday malady, got some medecine from 
the lady dootor and gave me some, so x am alright again.••••• 


• Sunday, May 21st, 196*. 

, .sail ‘ *cvo Ij - aT 

if. Mi.-T ..i 3 a Trio uat-dffeo . i tfehv o .>a 

■ A - 

gniqoei : 3 aoial ' »er • ibed emld emoe tun oJ w.fni 

f 10 w: Li rtvvo 0 1 lot fn“ioq i a*;* no.’O onIX Ii*'X 8ina 
•tr t :■ ■ ft ;• x rr: t 'Cl ... v iO !-•*». Jr. . 0 *. 

Memorandumi 

j i w’ » v. v v 1 O Oi' U • •— f w V' 

Bow nice to find your Wednesday letter in Satur ay's 
post, together with tho pioturos clipped from tho Journal. 

Tho one showing tho bridge otex Med xcivex at hatohitodhos 

must have boon taken from an air piano or on the heights at Grand 

Score which is certainly ^ln flatohitoehes Parish if not precisely 

within the limits of the town by the same-name. 

3 b.i;-. a . ' ra ox m 

This is the first picture 1 had seen of the high water, 

Tho satehltoehos Times had some 1 fine pictures, they told me, 
but when trieo to round up a copy, found *ehe issue'was 
sold out and everyone had sent their own copies to friends 

far afield. ,abn - 0 ..? 01 fifin' wa 's.'.mx. 

t.rt av 3 a. s,nl aeotf .vni \o- 3 bto eld -l -» 

'That you should not* have seen any flood shots at tho *>ewsxeel 
seems a little odd, —bewereel seems so good on disasters, but 
oven as the ebsenoe of news items from broadwasts tend to 
pmsile one on ocoasion*. SO does like omissions from the 
pictorial renditions ox the rnovis cameras on occasion. The 
fast that so many air plants and hsliooptsrs "hoovered" over 
the area for so^many day* led me to* suppose the camera boys 
were busy as bets but perhaps there wasn t sufficient drama 
in the expanding oosas to make them intefesting to average 
audiences, or perhaps xouisiana floods azdn’t very photogenie. 

- - , - ; 
v Saturday's post was rather heavy and contained an 
assortment of letters,*many of whioh sssm to have been written 
on Wednesday ex thereabouts. I suppose sons of them w 
were held fox a day or two at som* station up Of down the road 
1 , and the whole thing delivered at on# single st<Htp. 

, 

ihr. Bend and 2d hand same to see me this afternoon, 
they report tho voad to Alexandria is now xs-opendd all 
the way to uexxy at whioh point the oars dome along the river 


0 ; 6 If Y-. '.<J ICO YoJia 

.a an laf fan 4 M Qafav a. 


00 :o 


road by “elrose and on through nexmuda where they oan turn off 
and hit tho nim t again at x>ayou -atone*, i suppose the 
, railroads my be expeeted to start functioning again before 

long although thoxs will be a bottl* neck between Uypress and ^erry., 
It is said that vast trSinloads of some kind of .ore, originating 

i • i • • * t 
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in South America and hauled to -on vrieans by boat, is carried 
by rail over the I'dxas and raoifio lina, passing this nay, an 
xouta to tha vast manufaotring oantars using tha tnand Uouleee 
power systam in tha Columbia vallay. The wanaxal mentioned 
this to me some time baok and expressed tha opinion that keeping 
this rail line open was important for the even flow of ran 
materihiswharaber of Gommeroe telephoned on Saturday 
afternoon to ask if some ued Gross people might ooae down, 
ihey might, —and turns out to be very lovely, wver a 
. period of years so many nod Gross and veteran oureau people 
haring business in .Louisiana seem to have hailed from the 
state,of uhio and invariably they have bean so nioe i 
haven t had tha oourage to toss biiekbata at "go-it-alone" 

H, A.<va'.a ooupla of them wantd plates of the wane fiiver uountry 
of which place they hadn t heard until their duties had brought 
them into this seotion of .Louisiana and they expressed delight 
at aving discovered the plates that would provide them with 
such a comprehensive impression of this scene of their 
1953 labors. L . c' f . 


VO cu- 


uO 0 


io 


v . \j ' . V , . 

as turning mometarily to the Aands, i must say it seams 
a little odd they have bean so lng in getting up this 
way to see about their property, we had a big old rain on 
a Tuesday, as 1 rooall, proceeding. the Sunday one that 
actually got things under, perhaps it was a couple of weeks 
before the Sunday rain, anyhooo, i telephoned nr. nand on 
Wednesday morning, notifying hi.Vpf thp alarming rate the 

rl I!I " as M 8aid *oula te up that afternoon but 

i think nobody oame. A week or so later when water was really 
mounting, it seems odd they didn t try making it along 
about the time weleste and Madam~aegard were going to 

t0X ? ^ on J ifi «al M ass. mo that as J.t may, one of 
their fine speed boats, costing several thougnd dollars, it is 

f* 3 he i 0 ? 1 h0 ^ a *» th# later being eventually oov ered 
??? t0 ! a ? **•,**»* *amwked that it was 
5 whilt at least during the past couple of 
8p S® d boat haT * b88n noting less than a 

? aT * ? ad 80 ttan J 0am P 8 during the years, scattered 
Xa ** 8h88 » A ■» beginnin to wonder if they 

•reSdinl J-? 1 t i*? v a 4 t * 1 a wbila ' Gertainly their apathy 

safety of their camp possessions seems little short 
,vi 01 ^difference. i 

everv wor i<aarnifl « d0 4»lsms today and enjoyed 
?! d ?* t b * weather remains both hot ana humid, 

t0 ^J:? 40018 i so much hope you had an 

SySSShK; 4 ? t f? “5“* a J hin * in oomparative quiet, even as did i. 

My health is quite back to normalcy onoe more, raises be. 


lL'3 

Dil 


(X • CL.V ■* Zl «<ijG • 

, 0 ■ J- mo 
rii , fiei« 

;Q1 • LfOO ■ > li 

a won' g. 3 . ■ 1 a -:- ’ 
fca. : j ,i' I 

memorandum» 
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monday, eune 1st, 195$. 
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not - hot... .and everything except getting religion 
seems to be responding in various ways to the prolonged 
heat. in hatohitoohes our colored.friends are 
“getting religion" but no matter how.hot it is down this 
say, people r«slly don t experience,it until late July 


ox early negust. 0 


I 


j.ii 


. i-j t -j 


will V 
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A .if, l O x . J ■ a • 
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i&iss rnaude, wife of napoleon.Bonaparte uaxtex, 
got her eligion out of a bottle today, nex .husband was 
away on business and, as is hex custom, miss Maude toek 
over the operation of t^e garggs and the unoorking of 
fire water. *he situation reached such a pitch that along 
about three o clock the mechanics finally Just.palled 
out and left miss rnaude to crash about on hex own hook, 
out Mies rnaude loves oompany at such times and she 
descended on the store where she announced to «. —. and 
some men with whom he was in conference that she wanted 
a book to read and one of the gentlemen to read it to her. 
aids Maude is a sight, jrxssi what j. *. had to say at supper, 
he hadn t had so much fun sinoe the rainy Christmas day when 
he toldAthe boys to saddle the aead mule and prop it up aganst 
the fence so miss Maude, determined to rida a horse, was 
insistent an animal be provided her. 

xhe heat must ( have entered into the postal system, too, 
for the postman made his rounds, bringing not a single letter 
ox newspaper to anyone at this post offioe, and taking off 
an hour ahead of schedule so that my Sunday memo probably 
hasn. t reached yea until this one,x too, has case to hand, 
unless the clerk took the mail to town last night. 

. 

un Sunday, *r« a and tol? me that mrs. cowman had 
telephoned him pm Saturday, asking if he might be coming 
up here pn Sunday, and asking him if hs would oontast ms 
regarding th? letter she had written me regarding plates, 
i assume shs perhaps nssdsd some merchandise end perhaps 
asked me to send same by vx. aand. ae didn't know what 
met ex8 she hao oovexed in her letter, and Sa I have not 
*“* received the 4 letter .as yot, wa got no whore in that 
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i attributed to the heat wave one little mix up In 
. the jirs-coronation news releasee from tendon, according 
to radio news, the .British expedition suooeeded in 
scaling mount averest, the world*s last wnoonqured 
peat, on jrriday, may £9th. according to the news 
brordoast, this accomplishmenent was reported 
immediately to .ouokingham ralace w ere the faot was 
suppressed until eune 1st, to presented to the t<ue#n as 
a coronation gift, ahe two aooounts i heard reported 
that on monday. *uno 1st. the Hueen>was awatoned hours 
in advanoe of her time to arise, and the glad tidings 
conveyed to her. all this is undoubtedly true) but 
it does seem odd that with the news to hand before the ween 
retired, and if. as oo mentators have reported.* she needed 
all the little sleep she could get to carry her through 
the heavy ordeals of coronation, why in the world they had 
to awaken hex to impart the Mount Everest ascent, i cannot 
imagine. 

, » 

as x write these lines, a dosen colorful sinnia blossoms 
nod their indi idual heads in the bouquet here on my 
desk, —a nod for every tap ef a key. I was perfeotly 
delighted when a white flower beat all the others in 
unfolding the initial blossom of the season. It was 
from the seeed you sent at holiday time and although 
the seeds of the white ones were planted at the same time 
some bed8 of the multi-colored ones were plan ed. this one 
, particular plant .seemed to be out ahead from the inoeption 

of the race, naturally ± followed its progress with 
close attention and became more intent on the business when 
,it appeared a red one was going to come into flower ahead. 

.out the white one was merely holaing bask to make a final 
spurt, and here it node before me, slap in the middle of 
( , a gay clueter of scarlet, bronze, purple and yellow 

“old maids 44 , as the negroes style slnnias. 1 

4 ■ - ■ 

a believe if or warded a letter from are. Stirling in 
yesterday*s letter, in view of th* somewhat be-fuddled 
state the original order for the audubon-wakley plate 
found itself, and because Carolyn was acquainted with 
the lady and the set-up, i asked wbrolyn what in the world she 
supposed was the matter of the woman; 1 was entranced with 
her response wh ch makes me laugh every time i hear weleste 
or somooby mention Mrs. sterling's name. uaroly, in response 
to my query, ponaered a moment and then saidi 

. 

“i .think i have discovered what*awrong with her.... 
befoxe uzs. Stirling's birth, her mother was 9 " ;: 
fizghtened by a couple of jalousies. • « r 

so wane gets under way and may t be an elegant 
month for little * 8 s *00 .f 








Tuesday, June fcnd, 1953. 

, , 

aw I a j;? a* ‘0 moi>3 i o.-.c 03 6a tf Choo lae “•! *•• ••.'0 

odd So 90 >dolq derll Oiii tea o? af roll a, pi J nail 

• 1 

:♦ r r.v'ea ori-3 -'.vrlu 4iwiJ ftoatixo ivo tccfisu? axaoudswen ret 

Memorandum< * r . 3 t 3 j 

rx : w J GO ->2 v .3 10 -aOV It -- 03 3 

, j 1 hope you have had an opportunity to hear swto of 
,the Coronation festivities, capeeially tha running account of 
the progress ef the ceremonies la Westminster, interspersed with 
direct spokeg nerds ef ithe participants. Apparently the 
weather nasn t cooperative but perhaps that tended to make 
the pagent tftking place within the Abbey that more 
Intimate and therofore the more impreasive. 
t I*. !.r>. .J.t or. :-.,to . :Xcit i3 .* • tt bc>.i ii0. I.. 

I imagine everybody exee'pt possibly Mouth Ireland and Bgypt 
woul glandly have exchanged whatever .sunshine they might 
. .have, had today in order that London might have trded rain 
for it, for whether one needed rain elsewhere or not, surely 
London didn't. As for Melrose,..thin is the 141th day of sunshine 
and do degrde temperatures and in spite of the lake that 
still engulfs the Montrose lane, rain is really wanted by 
every other planter .save those along Bayou Brevelle. 
r> n ">fjo •. iilb r , -r o ov ' 3 ,!n '0: fiM f-vr.'j 

-In his letter received today, Lora .speaks of a fine map 
. of the united States of ItOt, and as he generously offers to 
obtain one for me, I think I shall write him tonight 
that-I shall be entranced to aooept, for I think it would 
be nioe to have one for our holding shelf. ° : 







kho balance, of the qall seems to be of little or no Interest 
but 1 shall- -send some along regardless in order that you 
may keep abreast of things* ■ , *»- 3 

>„• T •• .. . g iO 9 ;• : . t U . f* 06 K • . C •' 1 ' 

Your. fzisnd, Madam flloutier, tplephoned me again today, 
repeating a sonver sation she, had had with me yesterday. 

She tfireatsns to, some down- to spend the day with me soon, sot 
too soon, 1 hope.. It seems she is winding up her frudhomme 
geneology and wants me to give^her a fawi.final twists for the thing. 
u I shall be glad to do the, twisting, on the eenoolegy* if only 
the lady herself will avoid gftting herself tanglsd up in 
the sitting...I suggested »he, outline ehet she has in mind 
over:the telephone tpome one fray before she oernes, and I will 
cook up something before she arrives, < -> 


ora uo^ o .oii 


leoaebnc ;9eixoo u3 nru3 3son- 1 won bn«. 

ail 3 i o 3 ,. 3 iJL 3 icqco it* $al 33 efc 

not> oC; ** 
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Over Columbia last night, i enjoyed ifirio Severid’s editorial, 
expressing doubt as to the wisdom of Mutual snaking suoh 
frantio efforts to gat the first pictures of the Coronation to 
this country, as pointed out that there is no longer any point 
in newspapers rushing out extraeditions since the sooop element 
in news print pretty well rani shed with the adrent of radio. 

He opined that there might be some point in getting out 
jet planes to show pioturos of the raoes at Churehill Downs, 
since in the mind of the arerage sports enthusiasts, there 
might be soma doubt as to which horse might come in first, but 
ho felt that'in the oaee of the coronation praetioally orerybody 
was fairly well assured that mllsaheth would eons in first regard¬ 
less, His point was that the majority of radio listeners would 
rather know when a well co-ordinated broadcast of the coronation 
would be put on the air and arrange their sohedule to listen to 
a well rounded presentation, as opposed to people all in a tissy 
to oatoh the fist glimpse of whaterer shorts Mutual oould rush 
aoros8 the Atlantis, 1 thought his point well taken although 
I suppose Mutual will some baok with a "sour grapes" ...... 

, : . . - ■ 
telephone interruption....« * 

. iu : - ' -if • • "t . ' 

It was *rs. Wood calling from town to say that in 
the Jane 16th issue of Look Hagasine, appear reproductions of 
several American primative oan uses, including one by one 
Olementine Hunter, photographed hy one Clarence John J*aughlin, 

I believe she said her residehoe is mentioned as Louisiana. 

I believe she said the article- is by one Charlotte Willard, and 
as that name strikes no bell in my memory, I suppose hiss Willrd 
may be a staff writer on Look - ' 

She also said thatJ. Assail, ^squire, had reoently sold a 
novelette to some magasine I never heard, of, —"Woman 1 ssomething 
or other". ..something quite unknown to me. She said she had 
seen Hosalind who expressed herself as exhausted from 
, typing for her husband, as she does all his manuscripts and 
this novelette was a rush job, and that at the moment aosalind 
is again suffering from shingles, - which, I suppose, is 
a nervous disorder. Had I been an Aswell. and had, felt the responsi¬ 
bility of the hatohitoehea Parish writings of that vidtor *>arl 
Little on my shoulders, I, too,, would probably have something worse 
than shingles, but appazantly the Assails felt no responsibility 
for the doings of their guest, and perhaps the. more so since everyone 
seems to, feel that J. Aswell, fisquire, had a couple of figures in 
the Little pie anyway, .d or- c 

And now I must turn to oorrespondenoel hope you are 
getting an opportunity to hear the 
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m spite of the heavy rains, synonomous with grassy 
ootton, and the fast that for ten days the hoe hands couldn't 
get into the eotton patches, there seems to be very little 
grass for the field workers to contend with, including 
Aurellia, who, by the way, oonfided to me the other day 
that swinging a hoe was so muoh more pleasant, in spite of 
the boiling sun, than working in an t air condition house 
for anybody with unpredictable whims, • 

,5JiI 

And so with scant work for the hoe hands, ± am getting 
extra help j-, the gardens,; and l oan always make use o that, 
esepoially right now when everything is growing so madly. 

xhe hot weather persists, th s being the 14th day of 
thermometer readings in the 90*s and the weather bureau can find 
no signs of rain anywhere in the region. 
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Alexandria is no the seat of the Hed wross organisation 
attending to strioken areas in aouI siana, rhatj 
office telephoned today, saying <*ashington big wigs were 
ooming to -^ouiiiana, this week end and had expressed a wish 
to visit ^alrose on Sunday, if possible. it, Is 
possible, if not convenient, besides, one always ought to 
tyi to expend a little charity on behalf of officers of 
charitable organisations, dop t you think so, 

* ^ .. 

1 appreciated fhe enclosure, r-of JhPss rars 
letters which apparently someone felt impelled to write without 
any neoessi3 for the-doing, *he mention of irma somperyao 
willard reminds., me that a day or $»e ago somoona mentioned 
'that the engagement of her pen has just ben announced, ue 
is something or other in the kavy*i-shaving gradua ad from 
Annapolis a few yteia back. 4he lucky bride-to-bs^is said to 
be the daughter of soma naval person. Of some importance, although 
my informant didn't seem to knpw.anything more about that 
point, plus the fact that the girl IlU the eaa« hails from 
the sew fork ox the M ashingten erea* A*ma must have had to 
change her mind^on that point, for she had always bad in mind 
\£ui •. • :i no s j.i s^ald i o ± 

’ ii 3 , io ■ x3o&l® io oolscies ;.o ajar bexe -.?xaz d 
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f or hex eon to marry a Louisiana number, although why Louisiana 
l novcr oould imagine. 

Althought there was no mail, - incoming, - today, 
i was glad to learn that sometime last night an 
initial try was made at running a skeleton train over the 
traoks from Uypress through montrose and on to i>erry and that 
the attempt was successful i believe old fashioned 
8team engines were used infetead of the regular Diesel ones, 
as the fire box of the former axe higher from the ground and 
therefore less vulnerable that the lower slung electric 
or rather later fashioned Diesels. xhe fact that a 
skeleton train did get through leads .one to assume that 
the restoration of regular serviee may not fee in the too fax 
distant future, and A am hopig that a restoration of 
train service -will me a return to some regularity of mail 
deliveries. 

* , : o jy. ’ .oi i i 03 ,{J <. . 

At supper tonight, the clerk remaTke. d on the impossibility 
of getting sufficient frozen food of a particular type to 
satisfy the demands of the plantation people on uelxose. 
uoth swift and armour serve this region from their 
Shreveport bases with refrigerated truoks twioe a week. 

The store has faily ample space in its iee boxes to keep 
froaen foods but the space seems inadequate to hold enough 
frosen chicken backs to supply the demand between rounds made 
by the truoks. A don t know exaotly what “chicken baeks w 
may consist of but frta what x hear, * gather each 
cardboard box contains four piece, —the larger boxes 7 
pieoes, of auctions of the bnoks of chicken, i suppose 
these may constitute a portion of the oaroeae of birds 
whioh have been dimnembered for those who prefer drum sticks, 
or breasts ox whatever. Locally the price for a box of 
chioken backs is about sixty cents and every family goes in 
heavily for them; <1 gather there is scarcely enough meat on 
them to make anything like a meal but they find them 
excellent for making gumfee, various types ef< 
gxavey for their rice dishes, etc in urban centers, 
frozen foods, i suppose, have been on the market 
for lb ox £0 years, —how well do ± remember Investing 
in »yrd*seye baek in Manhattan, but frozen foods for the 
remote plantation stores oonstitue something quite new 
fox the cabin people, and it is pleasureablc to note with 
what relish they await the arrival of the delivery 
trucks, without the extension of electricity into 
rural areas this delight would be ^possible, of course, and 
again i call down blessings on the memory of j r. l. a. for 
having furthered this extension of electricity, thinking the 
while how happy he m ust have been if he envisioned half 
the happiness his projeots echo down through the years.... 
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xhe heat wave xools on but a pleasant vagrant breeze from 
the direction of the ®ulf made the upper iO»s seem temperate 
enough. ' ■ 

^ 0 * 

r ' 4 ' “ ' j ^ . -,. , 

Xhe re wasn t so much of interest in today's post 
but i'll send along whatever remains to *hand. It is a 
commentary on the current state of the mails that Bobina's 
letter of Saturday, *ay 30th, bore the Shreveport cancella¬ 
tion Of the same May 30th, although it reached this bend of 
. . the river slightly belatedly today. Saturday to 

Thursday to travel tf miles seems fairly leisurely, I 
must say. 

uf course I didn't witness the Television reopetion of 
the Msenhowex-uabinCt chat last night, fet I did listen 
to the straight broadcast and I wasn't charmed, ^rankly, 
my Aprescions werfeHmore or less a blank. Apparantly 
Button, barton, Austin and* usboxn had dona a good job of 
coaching, for everyone seemed to know his lines readily 
enough, but I*expect 1 w s prepared to be prejudiced to 
begin with,*—the more so, immediately following the 
. recent gavotte danced by the *ady Secretary with the American 
medioal Association; ' 

0 :.OC ... • • ' - 

to begin with, it is interesting that the thing 
.should have been televised, for surely theta mast be 


j oo 


«o begin with, it is interesting that the thing 
.should have been televised, for surely theta mast be 
loads of people, to some of whom Jf.D. a. was want to address him- 
v self,»who are quite without TV sets. And then, in spite of 
the readiness with which each aotor rattled off his lines, 

I somehow had a feeling that the speakers were, in reality, 
tuxe actors? and I had no idea as to'whom the lines they 


cm ever 


And lastly, —although I shall probably revert to the whole 
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business at subsequent sittings, X got the impression 
that all the stars were so show "talking down" to their 
mnsften audisnbs ..an unfortunate thing by say of 
impression for a y bevy of politicians to do, but 
perhaps 1 was the only one who re-aoted thus and perhaps 
there was no foundation for suoh an opinion on my part, 

it is bad enough when politioans have to read 
the speeohes by too many ghost writers but it seems worse to 
me when a flock of the politicians not only have to read 
someone else's lines but also have to rebearss 
the perfdrmanoe a couple of times before going on the net 
works, and especially is this so when, as last night, 
no member of the oast would be set down as famous for 
his acting, X think ft. ft, ft and u would do well 
to ooxfvinoe their most distinguished % client that in 
the future when he and his cabinet contemplate doing 
folksie fireside ohatri as a sort of sister aet, they 
would do well to turn the’ whole thing over to ueeile 8. 
de Mille or some* such and let the professional actors dish out 
the stuff which the hem doesn't seem to be, able to serve up 
convincingly 

,., r • ivA fa rTetfi'i Oi.3 gaaudiw 3 ‘ i*i>i c * 

xou will enjoy Madam *aioo*s letter, for while it 
contains nothing of any particular interest, it ie heartening 
to see that' she is possessed of mre dash and vigor than 
her last letter revealed. , 

ihe social wheel continues turn ng at an unfailing pace, — 
Monday, xuesday Wednesday, etc., eto., yesterda., is was some 
frolio at some camp on the joypue wo&st,, today it was at 
another in the same neighborhood, and so'things spin, at 
supper tonight, «. *. remarked casually enough that the 
lady had fainted this afternoon*and been taken to the 
hospital for revival and that;all that was good since it 
would provide conversation about'something at 1.ast. 

o . i 

-today‘i post wrought me an attractively compiled book 
as forward d by‘the General, —the book apparantly sponsored 
by the afityX corporation. it is entitled "4ohn -saw wasn't 
So Wrong" and is by none other than nodding war ter. i*he - 
photographs re very ni,.as, here and there soenws around 
xoufsiana.but mostly centering on ( the oil bulsness, with 
the illustrations including an air view of the dthyl plant 
*at uaton *0ugs. i gave it to «t. **. to turn through and said 
the «otton Gouoil should get one .like it from *iss uamseys pen. 
but j. must fold for now but bt.ok on 'the morrow. 
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Another lovely breeae laden day, hot enough to sweat, 
sufficiently oaoned to lend vigor to half a dosen projects. 

•. n ; . - ... '• - - ‘ 

■ihere was mail today, too, - a final orumple of the 
Audubon- w akley business in the form of a communication from 
the rark Commissioner of the State whom X know. He said he 
felt humiliated to Write suoh a lattes but that he had felt 
foroed to direct Mrs. Stirling to return the plates ordered by 
the State, as the Stats would feel embarrassed about selling 
an item that.memorialised a member of its staff, meaning that 
Mr8. Stiriling'e name appears on the plats, ms added the 
gl d tidings, however, that jalousies were to be put back 
on,the galleries of vakley and that in making the new 
plates, he would be glad if X would include said Jalousies and 

omit Mrs. Stirling's name from the legend, 

. l i .t a-. , • v ce 

I x felt .this was pre-supposing quite a bit, —"the 
new cakley plats", jalousiea or no jalousies, 

J ri , . . • £ V 3X10 .J£ 

X shall respond tonight, making no referenos to any 
new plates and setting forth my oomplete understanding that 
the State might feel dreadfully e barraased about 
employing an artist to dsign an Wafcley plate and specifying 
any names to be used in the legend and that further I can 
readily understand that the rarfc Go mission might he sit ate 
about risking a y state money in having such a plate 
manufaeturered, but , —and the but will be big, if 
someone in no way .connected with the State, wnor non¬ 
reimbursed for any investment in the research and design of 
the object and in no way supplied with orders or promised 
orders, —if said person should portray Oakley in poreolaln, 

1 think the State would be straining at a gnat In foxbidding 
any form of cooperation by denying its gift shop the right to 
sell It «as merchandise along with any other items in their 
V shop catering to' pilgrims, After all, If the plkto is going 

to be 8old anyway, what is the point of every shop having 
it except the one whioh should be most intersstsd, 

J j O'*- .i 1 . - . f , > 03 .i J j X0.1 O j . 0 0. 

...... loam olod XIlw eii-'rser 
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Ii ars. Stirling 1 b smart, she ought to be able 
to make a killing with tha original Audubon-vakley 
nlataa. This is how, A figura it i various peopla 
will saa tha platas and soma will want tha*. They will 
hara to go to har or me for them. Shops in tha St, 
r-ranoi svills area can oarry themand everybody can become 
acquainted with their existence in Stirling leotures through 
her mention of them. At Oakley, she can drop a word 
tat while tha Bark doesn't stook them, they are obtainable 
in town and aha will be glad to notify any shop to 
* send same, if the'visitor wishes to leave hiesddreBS. 

In the mean time the Park Oo mission will be fiddling around 
waiting for me to desigp tha,new pita with jalousies. 1 
can stall that off for years.; An the mean **?•*«** before 
a spin 9 1 yars, 1 hope, the initial ~ipiy *£«■• platas 
will be exhausted. 1 shall present ia th«t 

approval o the Park Commission wi** t* 1 ® understanding that 
this order can ba exeotued only if the initial ex dar is lor 

. . __ +17 1 nun 1 taA _ fhllt the first 


rnis oxaex aau u« oavwhuvw —- -— — nr ., 

three times tha preeent quantity involved.; Thus the first 
Oakley will .have bean disposed of and tha second batch 
paid for More the design is so nuch ®®. fV*®***®* *° 

Book *all. And a shall sea to it, in the naan time, and 
this is quite unnecessary, but Just as a 
I shall saw np nook nail so that no'Unkley deigns will be 
axeouted, save by my order. I believe Adwards quite 
ethical,and this guarantee isn^t neoessa^..*^ ± ***11 
ask for .a guarantee regardless, *t 9 0UXB ® there are other 
manufacturers who oould do the thing, a suppose, 1)111 
with one Auduboiw'Jakley already on the market am wen 
.tooMdby yaliolan. ahopa, H s.ame moat 0th61 

manufacturer would be likely to rush into the execution 
of such an order. 

Well, so much for John Barnes and while he has been 
something of a headache fro* start to finhih, still there has 
been fun in the doing, and i shall, always be glad that 
the gesture was mads, —and effected, —to peserve wakley 
in poroelaia, for actually, after all concerned with the 
present rumpus are dead and for-gotten, tha P*®*®® 

will continue to graca many a collector’s waltaqd delight 
* the heart of many an audubon enthusiast. 

, „ : nl . i. ,.ti - ’ • v ; 

Qeleste oame baok from the hospital today, looking as 
gay add chipper as ever, a dropped * to say floedy this afternoa 
n nd did not sit' down, as she was entertaining* 

So oometh another week to a close, a hope the 
respite will hold much of happiness for little miss nee...... 


. .oo i x im-jislno-. 3;- 3 .u.-os . '•> • 3 

Sunday, June 7th, 19 W. 

o 

.3. . C J . J ‘ ■ 
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memorandum t 

• now nice to find your grand letter in Swtvrd.y‘s post. 

now unfortunate the metropolitan area had such non- 
cooperative weather for-the memorialnayt*!? 11 -.. 
well imagine a eouple of disappointments, albeit it eaoB s 
in juxtaposition t0 tix ® oth ® x ftB 101 *®« x **®» but identical 

as to disappointments, , 

aut it was enchanting to loaxn of the preparations you 
made fqr listening in on London, as of oune 2nd, if nliiabeth 
takes after victoria in length of years for her reign, it will 
* be a long .time before one has the opportunity 

on another Ozonation broadoaat, and, like you, t felt the better 
for having listened intAntly to thA services in.tbo ajbey. rhere 
was everything about it that seemad to givq me a feeling that 
T too, was attending a religious service of supreme importance 
tid a m so glad a was abli to catch the re 7 bioadoaBt later on during 

’ . _ . . _ X _ __ A AUam a a 4 m at. VI4 t. 


1 1 gun vw p 

the same day and then again at night. 


•«0. your account o i the', unrat.lihg of tho cducatlchal 
vaar a gather this weak end has been busy-busy and let us hope 
there will be the compensation of quiet when another 7 days roll 
•rlUd! when vacaiioi time used to begin when we were 
the resumption of the autumn semeetre seemed yeare away, but 
i'll bet befo e you have had an opportunity to turn around, 
ui oSucJJn .111 So trapsing tact to th.ir optional pursuit. 

again. 

* *nd may x thank you fox having provided 
Vor tha uublicity department for tha xown of aatonitoobes and 
& luduSn wliiiy bM ness, surely ^i-tt.r is going to 
require e littlo extra drum-beating and jMjilg JM* 1# - 

nr..* h ~ “• < olng *° M ^ 

no. charnoteristioally tonghtful of you to oif.r mailing 
fox having thought of anticipating any gaptf* 


» 
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news must b« getting around that Louisiana Hood waters are 
beginning to reoeda, a hie assumption comes from the fact 
that the number of pilgrims* is increasing, with *exas, 
iowa, worthoarolina and Minnesota being represented on 
the list I those passing thiway, 

and speaking ox news, it is always Xasoinating to observa 
how that commodity seeps in at most unexpected plaeee. aero 
is a case in point: 

t ‘ i .< 1 1 i > . i • 1 - - 

uillspaugh *zug telephoned me on oatuxday afternoon, 

•xhey report* that a gift shop on whartxes street, Sew wrleans, 
wrote xhe watohitoohes limes, referring to an artiole about 
thswane *iver plates and asking from whom these might be obtained, 
j-he -atohitoohes ximes responded, —an. in error, it seems to me, snoe 
a shop would want*to know the wholesale sofe.ee, that the 
shop should address itself to millspaugh vrug. xhe new Orleans 
shop did so, purchasing two plates at each, xhe 

Uillspaugh hou e filled the order and then telephoned me 
suggesting i contact the aew wrleans shop, and remarked 
that the plates ordered by*the aew wrleans shop were being 
8ent<with a note enclosed to a lady in Alexandria, Virginia, 
ay chance, the name ox the lady was mentioned, —are. 
xheodoze wrunewalA, who, of coarse* is none other than cousin 
wosephine,, ** 

loday has been the hottest and most sultry we hare had 
but the pilgrims wer oiTilised, which helped much in making one 
forget the hdat, xhe ned cross people from Washington were 
grand and were enchanted with everything they had to explore, —all 
ox which seemed a source or constant surprise to them, 

. , ••• i 

i so m oh o beyed the invitation to ^earning topic for 
to ay, - wharles uiokens* uomby and sen, wrom the 
announcement a the easolasion of the discussion, i learned that 
these sunday conversations are being sold in printed form by book 
• shops now, iidt us tnerefore include “invitation to seaming" 
en our next list to the library of congress, don t you t Ik •« 
so, xi neas as I can estimate it, ens session*s^dsicussion 
could readily be recorded en both sides of a single record. 

As the average carton in whsh reoords are encased is a 
i ai*e that‘'-will accommodate about 1ft records, a whole years 
collection of Sunday morning meotinga might bo covaxad by* 
abot.four oartons, 1 shall writ# latters to fhe Oolumble 
; Broadcasting Company, .Library of Congress, American foundation 
for the slind; etc, and what i shall raoosmand is that the 
recording be taken direotly from the broadoasts, thus saving 
tremendously on manufacturing costs, and at the same time preserving 
• the personalities of the various speaker*. So much to 
talk about.. 


x . Monday, Juno 8th, lidft. 

Hdiros xevi" ous*- erfj ni amddl o.-.J io zsin ogaroi 
* * , - 


lit;J »» 


io cn.ji/o 


tfl * V ah 
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memorandum:. « 

- . r .-v 

Although a vast expanse of water still stretches between 
Melrose and Montrose, the highway is gradually .emerging and 
although some of this thoroughfare is still under a few inohes 
of water, traffic is beginning to use the road, and that faot, 

I suppose, accounts for the presence of a quick stepping up 
of the pilgrimage business. •'« *’* ; - 

xhe weather, being wonderfully warm, inclines one toward 
little, physical exertion and so A. don’t mind the time required 
to push the visitors about, xhen, too, I am able to 
turn a little business , in ulemence's direction, thanks to 
the presenoe in or among the road .runners of those mho are 
impressed by fed, and 1 ke.ep a copy of the June 14th 
issue of Look on the pile of books,- hard by the Uane *lver 
Gobelin, casually referring to the aztiolw aa the tuperstry 
is being pointed out, reople with stant sense, ample funds 
and a desire to get on the fad bandwagon immediately have to 
chaaa oyer to *lemonoe e house, and at least three 
different sets of folk* made purchases, frem hex today. I 
know not how much money changed hands but 1 imagine 
little Miss hunter is mindful of the advantages, of her 
new situation, geographically speaking, 

; .1 , ■ 1 i . - •• « * *» 

*Ai's both funny and dopxessing to observe bow quite a few 
people passing this way, fortified with enple, worldly goods, 
hedge themselves, in by self , imposed fenoee governing 
single expenditures and hpw they, will deny themselves something 
they want for something;of no appeal, Just so long as the 
latter holde tbp p oaiw of some greater monetary value 
'in years ahead, A ease in point ease up today when a eoupls 
of'women from *offerson, xexaw,jpo Blessed elf emple meane, 
were surveying the platew over the desk in thevafriean bouse, 
one of them bad recently reed Uhildren of atrangors and 
was perfectly enchanted with the (*fandpere platf vfeieh she 
said she wanted so badly, xhrough a cbenoe remark, which 
x immedately discovered may be put to praotiele use in the 
future, 1 remarked that the Audubpn-wakley plate, of all 
those present, would.probably become a collector s item 
first, since its production would bo stxiqtly limited; 
eeither lady had ever been to the at. rrenoisville ares, but 

, iinrds 0:1 i i ,3.: J 1 li^ZC' M 3‘j no • 
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both of them,immediately decided that they simply had to 
hnte the “udubon-vafcley oreat ion, although this meant they 
had to forego any of the items in the «ane -ivex series, includ¬ 
ing wandpere, because they had already deoided that they ould 
limit themselves to investing in but a single plate each. 

And so, exuding irrepressible self satisfaction at their 
joint business aoumen, the ladies departed, each with an 
Audubon- w akley plate in hand, bubbling over with self righteouness 
for having denied themselves something that meant something 
to them, as in the tfrandpere plate, but utterly exhilarated 
that they had obtained something that in years to come 
would be worth a little more from a sales point of view in 
the case of an object that neither of them ever dreamed of 
selling, on; i it 

a letter .from -rs. Stirling advises that she is 
expressing the audubon items now at wakley to me. it was 
all voiced in a rather casual tone, with freight charges 
being about one half of express, a can*t Imagine why 
she selected express, knowing as she does that a have ample 
supplies of the w akley plate, but that, is a mere detail, 
i At is obvious that 1 shall have no difficulty in getting my 
investment out of the *udubon- w altley thing but <*■ shall 
always marvel at the unfailing adverse twists that have marked 
every step of this undertaking, naturally one 
can but asoribe the whole cockeyed mix up to the evil 
influences exertd by the "jalousies** of which everyone 
in the slightest degree associated with vakely is forever 
talking. 

. . i.i . < ... ! . * . 1 

June ith, being at. -edara around here but at. awithin*e 
elsewhere*, is a matter of vast interest to all sons of 
the soil, fox if it rains on «une 8th, it is bound 
to rain fox the next 40 days, they saf, as little ain is 
desireable for cotton culture,^everyone was hoping it 
could be cloudless, even though the cotton patches are vastly 
in need of a dab of moisture. About lotIO tfris morning, 
the sun shining full blast, a few drops of rain fell, whioh 
, was more than sufficient,te start heads wagging that we 
were inevitably destined fox 40 days of downpour. *he 
weather buxea dow not ooinoide in this prediction, 
however, as nothing by way of rain oan be found in the skies 
for mites around, 

■'iid Uj ?U.w JO ‘D ' 'X Jf GJ u i>£i JUiH CIJ>7QC-.ji> -,l0 

a,bed of sinnias, planted so the gay ooloxs,could be 
viewed from the summer dining room, came on hard ways 
this morning, when a stray dog selected that particular spot 
,in.all the available space in the gardens to have a fit, 
when he got through scuffling about, it was the zinnia bed 
that looked as though it had been the one having the attaok. 

-nd now a must have a fit in my tub and thence to bed.... 




Memorandum: , 

All signs fail in a dry time, according to the ancient 
adage, and yesterday’s sprinkle, promising 40 days of rain, 

'brought forth nothing but stealing sunshine today. 

baofc from the Louisiana Purchase exhibition are the 
screen, the Black Swan, etc.; —everything dxoept the plates 
whioh Dr. Kyser wanted to purchase and which I was very gld to have 
remain with him, 

I used the hot weather as an excuse to piddle aroundwith 
the new families of gold fish which have come into being lately 
in the big pot. a thought it wise to transfer some of the 
smaller ones into the aquarium here by my desk and another 
sohdol into at. -iggin 1 s fountain where they oan start growing 
up without any thought of their several papas in the rigger 
pot gobbling them up while they are still in the tender stage. 

and as i worked, the idea for the proper treatment 
of the joyous *oast plate *came to mind, x think. At least 
an arrangment oame to mind which x think may lend itself 
through over simplification to the compressing of some 
salient points into a design which is difficult to handle if 
one is determined not to have the thing too busy. 

at the moment it seems to me it might be well to ubc the 
layout employed in the wrandpere plate to cover the subject, 
xhe portrait of rlexxe nmanuel xrndhoomme, holding the cotton 
bowl, might dominate the thing, with Oakland at 'the bottom, 
seaufoxt on the left center and Jhmhmexe or whatever tHey 
now call the plaoe at the top. rbie would leave the 
side to the right of the portrait vaoarib for a oar touche 
and for a dab of historical detail in £oxipt, 

x shall juggle the thing around a little in my mind and 
see what x finally come' up with. At might be a good. 
get 'the thing going this summer so its release will provide 
publicity for the entire set when autumn is uppn us. 0 

ci.: .a tin .{0 oxoi biia , J an3 Janm x ..on Jn- 

io st\ a. jin g.vj {j tuu creel's :o eona.io But io ealqs al S30ibx»»a;>i 
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uefore folding up my board tonight, i think 1 shall bo- 
stir myself to take the wool tack off my bod. J*ast summox 

1 didnt, but what with tho thermometer now at 9:16 standing 
at 90, It doosn t appear wool is neodod to keep mo warm what 
hot bons the little tin roof cabins must be these nights, 
wne thing is certain, none of the inhabitants are so foolish 
as to be sleeping on wool tacks, and i suppose many of 

them axe stretched out on their galleries, and ae many of them 
whom i know don t seem to mind the hardness of the bare'floor, thqr 
perhaps are therdbye better adjusted to high temperatures than 
tho so of us who seem to think we must sleep in beds. notice 
wuanita s children, about 4 and 6, frolic about until 
they axe tired at the big house, and then simply catch up on 
their rest by flattening themselves out slap on the conoxete 
floor of the area way in the neighborhood of the kitchen, after 

2 ox 2 naps on ooncxete during the day, a lseep on the wooden 
floor of the cabin gallery would perhaps strike one as 

downy indeed. 

•j . 1 i .. . ■ 

khe in-coming mail has resumed a mare measured course, 
although what comes in is of soant interest, it 
seems to me there were a oouple of pieces in today*s post for 
enclosure herewith but if xime presses, don't bother to 
explore them, as they aTe of no moment and may as well be 

tossed into the trash as into a file. « 

« ' v . 

T I a. ^ . i! Ji If j X ilw .♦ j • . uxi Ov . • 0 v : .i 3 ' * ‘i i \* 

^he recorded xalking book xopics for dune came to hand the 
other day and i found little in it of interest, x did order from 
it the listing of *ouglas a. jrreeman's volume V of Washington, 
which is said to carry that gentleman's career from 1777 to 1£A 
1731 1 find it a happy oiroumscanoes that .uumas malone should 
be •doing his eefferson at the same lime freeman is doing 
his Washington, with 'the malone opus just about one steap ahead 
in time, so that a reading of •e'fferson prepared the way very 
neatly for the succeeding volume of the j^xeeraan biography, 
with comparatively few oi araoterw in American history receivirg 
such exhaustive studies, it is a happy coincidence that 
these two Virginians, so distinctive in oharaotex and so intimatey 
associated in their revolutaionaxy activities, should thus 
be 8St forth pieoe meal in this fashion, giving the student 
a splendid opportunity to get twice as good a veiw of each, 
thanks to the double efforts exerted by their two biographers 
at about the same time. 

~ut now i must attack the tack, and fold up my beard 
regaxdless in spite of the chance of sleep until the night has cm 
cooled a little. 


ea«&©e.> alooaao t on- s xor t ux 

j- y. "T' 7 .. [a x r oi) i a is 3 rtx» ai ?' u: \ O't o ■- £ J • • 1 s- 

• Wednesday, June 10th, 1923. 

. »• / • t ■ . • . i • 4 Lfloi li 

, . • vJ , . • ' J X- , I 

C , 0 -j 3 C • •■■‘■Co O lOd j ’ X '■ j OJ j.- • Li U J •> 3 - ■“ 

. ■' 1 * 

JCemorandumi 

i think I mis-dated yesterday's memo, which doesn’t 
matter, but I think today's date'line is correct. 

•uates do make a diffexence in the general scheme of 
things blit the oontinuing heat pattexn has a way of making 
the oalendax' seem inconsequential at the moment. In short, 
the heat c5ntinues and as we axe withouthtb gentle bxeeies 
from the Gulf, one minds it the moxe. l’hank heavens I had 
sense enough to divest my bed of. the wool t&ok. eventually 
1 ought to be able to get much more effective reaotion to 
electrically stirred air our rents tonight. 


i rf.t'Cj 


Wednesday, June 10th, 1923. 


7 . i‘ •} 


, i 6 i lil;i 
.0 i, oiz. (J 1 Q y til 


eleotrioally stirred 


our rents tonight. 


. 3/t ■> . i 


■ •"> 

fixxxxAkmxx 

Olemenoe came*to see me this afternoon. She had in 
mind planting some butterfly lilies', banana plants and crepe myrle 
She is impatient to get hei garden going. I told hex 
she could have anything she wanted but if she had good sense 
she would wait until wanuayaxy or Jebruaxy to fiddle with the 
items she enumerated, resides, i pointed out the beautfy 
of watex hyacinths, embryo palms and gold fish, and 
she compromised with hex original desires. 

• xhe clerk told me there was a telephone eall fox her 
from Chicago yesterday, as she has no relatives there, 
ond might assume it may have hd something to do with 
somebody'll interest, stimulated by the Lo6k article, uut 
I believe thefe is nothing in the article to indioate where 
in Louisiana shd lives. T he clerk told the operator he 
would have to sed fox olemenoe and the uhioago 
oallex said he would telephone on Thursday instead of 
waiting, uiemenoe said she hadn t the slightest idea 
as to iden ty of the person and «hat she oould not imagine 
why anyone should be calling hex from way off yonder. 

'There were thre e or four men to dinner today, business 
people lor the most part, but there was one jr. B. I. who 
was maing another around regarding *uok .Drown, roox Buck 
is still lost and probably hasn v t the slights t idea any 
one would be lookiilg fox him. is the agent renarked, the 
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Government Is cheeking on duck's whereabouts because 
he has failed to put in an appearanoe for nis army physical 
examination under rules concerning the Dr aft, and yet 
all this'investigation goes on to tract him down with the 
full realieation that after he has been located and given 
his physical examination, the armyis bound to reject him, 

*ut stioting to the letter o the -uaw seems to be 
one of the watch-words of ir. B, l*, and so the search, 
covering months of effort, goes on, although it is obvious 
to everyone who tnows Buck that once they catch up 
with him for'the army, the military will turn him out 
before he gets in. 

as the weeks of April and may slid along, 1 intended 
asking long beofre this if, by any ohanoe, you had heard 
from j-rau r. along the latter part of »aroh. a so hope 
she is finding the road a little smoother as the days 
slip along. 

in*today '8 post came a oouple of pages from 
iioolt, as dipped and forwarded by x»ora who enolosed a 
little noteiwhioh * shall enclose herewith, rou will 
notice he makes reference to tear sheets, as possibly 
being obtainable from the publisher, a pray you to dis¬ 
regard this matter, fox 1 have adequate copies of the artiole 
as does Olemenoe, * Besides, telephoning a concern of this type 
would undoubtedly engaged one in hours of mix-up and if 
a letter is required, it will be as easy for nora to write as 




xhursday, wune 11 th, 19S3. 


anyone. 


uo bo.T;,joq 


in' the gardening department, a* continue dipping out 
ample supplies of water against the current drought, and 
vegetation esponds wonderfully. x he white aizmias, whose 
seed came from your true hand, are particuaxlly impressive, 

' with each blossom being about 4 inches in diameter. Where 
they appear, as at the base of the sun dial, in beds exclusive 
white, they seem wonderfully modernistio, while t ose which 
come into flower among the veivty reds, purples, oranges 
and yellows somehow contrive to'give inoridinate value 

... . .... _ » V V_V « 3 


to everything in their neighborhood. 


dir;- is e 


celemeste told me this morning that she had 
c atted with **18. Altamont, ox some such name in watohit ches. 
xhe latter had Just returned from corpus - hristi where 
at some tea she had met hina who had told-her that 
her ’husband had taken up his residences^ Baton Rouge where 
his family has interests, hobod^ seemed to know if flina 
planned moving to Batron aouge although she did mention 
an impending trip in that direction. And new i 
splash through a shower and then fold forthwith....... 


memorandum t 


n 

» j . 




. 

•V 5 


rti si/:o i oi 


now nice to find the fat envelope oontainin your 
lovely letter of oaturday, plus the reproductions. To 
say that the former, with its xefeenoe to s certain anniversary, 
filled me with .delight scarcely covers the fset, and the tidi¬ 
ness o the arrival of the prints is so perfect that a m 
impressed by the oo-inoidenoe, which a shall speak, about 
further along. 

t 

ion ask about the 9 eddy suydam name appearing in 
the out. 1 approve heartily. Hastings nouse would not 
object, I feel quite sure, but even if they ever should on 
other subjects, they couldn't very well on luoea ox other 
melrose designs, since they know that Swydam did muoh sketching 
here, that xyle had mapy originals and that it is mare than 
probably that we have as many originals of the same sketch 
as ever oame to their use, and so that point is 
to be dismissed without further thought. 

* , r 4 •’ r.'j f ^ ’X C't a C'J • 1 0 .1 0 - ■ • * - ■■ ' 

X know not what Manhattan prices might be on.having 
a out of this type made but sinoe Manhattan prices 
except in high 00 npetitive matters, such as rfaoy versus 
nibbles, the rates usually run rather high, in case 
you axe quote a figure muoh in exoess of five dollars, you 
might let me ask Charles Cunningham fox a quotation, as 
supplied by whatever house serves the satohitoches rimes. 

A think such a out as you hav,e in mind could, be spplied at 
abound five dollars, and so with tpat tentative figuxe as 
something to go by, let me know how things turn out, ad 
it it seems wise to get a quotation from Charles, Just let 
me know what dimensions you h ve in mind and X shall skip 
into towh with the photograph you hrd made o, f the end 
papers, and get a quotation from his source at supply. 

; - • ■ 

I noted particulars regarding meandering studeds 

and 1 am hoping that by now, they axe, all "put" for the 
season, xhe automotive situation ought.to be helpful too, 
all around, and may it be so in the days ahead. 

j 

* And may a $py a thanks fox the a. aoscoe Marxou name, 
with which a was quite unacquainted until you set me straight. 
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*nd ppeatiing o irr. aurrow reminds me that i 
heard aebeooa nest on one of his "This I Believe*’ programs 
the other night, and she mentioned her lather or-grand¬ 
father as having hailed fom aussia, which i did not know 
before. ~oes one assume from this the family may hve 
suffered fom pogroms in aomanoff aussi. uf this 
I had never heard before Biss nest spoke on the a. nosooe 
aurrow program. 

j$at let me hasten on to tell yon ho timely is the advent 
of the elegant collection of glossy prints, xn the same l tter 
mentioning »rs. Stirling's fceth-ooming trip to Minneapolis, 
nrs. williams of that pl&oe writes that many people sohedfed 
to hear her may well want to invest in a pla-te. she asks 
the regular prioe, although she has ordered two or three 
from me in the past, and asks me if it would be alright i 
she mentions the availability, of thejplate from me*to her 
friends. < < 

« 

1 have responded forthwith, congratulating her on her 
thong tful gesture of honoring are. -tirilig in 
Minneapolis by having her enoounter many of her plates when 
she meets various people attending her lotnre. This some¬ 
what stretohes the.Williams idea, but the groundwork of 
her letter is sufficient for me to landsoape the settii$ 
a little. And so 1 have written my congratulations to her 
and have said that 1 shall be glad to cooperate in say wey I 
can to further her projeot and that if she will advise me 
by air mail. 1 .shall send along a few dosen plates so 
Shemay have them for her friends before ~*rs. Stirlir* arrives 
so that the entire business may be transacted in the nature 
o* a surprise to the lady, it is here that the the 
lovely prints made their bow, for since tney are to hand, it 
will be a very pleasant, and perhaps adrv&n agueous 
gesture, on my part to send a glossy along for the publicity 
that will attend the Stirling appearance, and a plte thus 
reproduced will be as telling for our side as, say, a likeness 
of the speaker, and sinoe it will show the subject matter to 
be handled, will perhaps be rendering as entertaining readirm 
in the newspapers. Thus your thoughtfulness in getting these 
developed and sent to me is most pexfeotly ; cotnoidental in 
the timing and again, for the billionth time, 1 congratulate 
you whole heartedly. 

. L. • . ..I Oi. i 1 , " 11 

It has been suoh a lovely day, in spite of the heat. Just 
having your lovely letter and al to hand.,.*.* 

inlsrds om lliciu i»o o'Inp sa ' * do f c* ' • - 


Oo 3'i 

Memorandum] 


Jfridsy, enne 12th, lfS3. 


i.O 




The weather remains hot and dry and the grass in 


the ootton patch is non-existent. 


j i>£no w 


Before harvest time starts 8 weeks hence, i amhping 
the water in the woods, some place back in the red 
•diver region, will have evaporated and the field hands 
may be stirred from their momentary leisure to get some 
cypress to replaoe the xuooa gallery supports. Gradually 
the roof sags in sympathy with the bases of the 
pillars, and it's just a question of time whether 
the supports will get too far ahead in their decline 
with the result that the *ucca roof will crack open 
at the seams. Bet's all hold the thought that 
restoration beat ruin to it. 

„. . . ri • | • ♦ J ' v - ..K- . . ■ 4 

exa jj • is -s jv. .< o 1 - - 

xou will enjoy the letters from *onoks Corner. 

Surely its a great pity la Storm doesn t write more 
frequently, she turns out such interesting material 
when she gets around to set her hand to it. 

i know not why it seems so much farther from loisi ana 
to Oaliofrnia than to couth Carolina but it does. 

There seems to be something's little oockeyed about 
the prolonged sojourn out there, too. Obviously it is 
not precisely the way la 8torm would have it. And 
besides, while carlifornia-is ever so lovely, the 
Carolina low country seems to mean much to the eler 
of the two ladies ,r and one can really understand her 
obvious lack of enthusiasm about being gone so long. 

N- 

rejchaps during august letters will flow along 
a bit more readily, although, for my part, i shall 
always pen mine as though being written for both to see, 
whioh tends to put a curb on some natural^ expressions 
of sympathy for the elder lady and her seemingly 
enforced exile so far from her home and gardens. Bos 
different would be the*Impending plans if. Say, little 
Miss Bee had been hex nearest kinsman. 


I 






L 
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.tiers was an interruption tonight just as 
Edward aosooe narrow was signing off, hut i was 
eon'scibus of him 'saying tomething bout an 
abwanaa of several weeks for a vacation 1 sometimes 
wish nr. nurrow would express himself a little more 
vehemently on certain matters on which he reports 
but doe8 not throw in any observations as to 
the presence of lamentable elements, as in 
certain McCarthy doings, at times he seems to 
be following the -isenhower pattern of ignroing 
the evils which axe possessed i such dreadful potentials, 
sometimes it almost; seems as though he is setting 
forth the Bihlioal line} "render unto usesax that 
which'is waesax'8," with suofy a degree i objectivity 
that he almost seems to be giving taoit approval 
to something perfectly outrageous* which most oertaiily 
is not his intention. .Perhaps the axle sever aid 
method of giving over half the 1§ minute 
period to a recitation of the news events, followed 
by the 1. stihalf o the period devote to an 
editorial treatment or one of the points, covering 
the larger implications rather thoroughly, is 
a more satisfactory method, jrox sometimes 
it has seemed to me that'when sheer facts are 
rattle., off at too great a rate, one comes to 
the end of the 16 minute period with a mental 
blur that leaves the mamority of the items reported 
without any clear pi oe in one's mind as to their 
values. * 

. . . ... ; ' i: f.l v'l 8-' •• > • - .• •• O.• m 

a he warm nights have tempted me to spend a 
little longer at reading, and 1 am currently 
exploring "Finland Forever" by Mudsan otrod, In 
blistering weatiier, Finland in its geogxa hie situation 
as regards the Artie Uirole seems as appealing 
as a newsreel in July, running ski jumping 
ourxent events of six months back. 

■ 

* 1 had expected a secretary to pass this ay, to 

or from the movie, but as none has showed up, l 
shall send *>ay's letter along with* la Storm, but 
would ask that you jot down the north Hollywood address 
< for me so 1 may make use of it, possibly before 
the lady reaahea hex destination* 1 thought 
the Bluff situation would be clearer if both letters 
were read at the same time. 


>vori ■' 

r no td 


. ■! * • 
L; w i . - *0 

i»j t ?^ Q[0 TO 

. : . • . • V • 


Sunday, *»une 14th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


aow nice to find your week end letter in Saturday's 


no ■j 


10 0 


- . 


:r iox 

Otili 


Oil 


-'■I -,-w 

ul; 

t ■ 


boc 




ee. 


post. 

in the same mail oame the large map Mom j)oia, — the one 
•which yoa had acquired, and touched upon lu jour letter. «• e..all 
keep it among ourtrdsors so we may eventually explore it a 
bit together. 

An the same post came another envelope from nor a containing 
what take to be'Louisiana Aurohase stamps. 1 haven t 
read the note aooompnying them, but if that is What th y 
turn out to be, * shall eventually send them along to 
you as a have no use fox them. 

rhero wera quite a law other pieces of ”ail, none of them 
of any particular Interest, i think, and some of «W«h i 1 
get around to open, as from ifeth -aad, for example, whose letters 
nevr inspire me to rush into a* response. 

it goes without saying that a was aelighed to have 
the Audubon clipping, it certainly contains particulars 
rme woulUn t be likely to run across off hand. an 
interruption prevented me from finishing the article about tne 
Bakewells and* P *ll, and 1* am looking forward to having anotner 
ko at it on the morrow. 

xour ask about the mille fleuxs taper stry appearing in 
little “iss oiemenoe ‘8 boudoir, xhese* oolorful bits ar 
made of blaok sateen or some such material on which 
ulemenee has pasted flowers she has out out from otalogues 
with which a have supplied her from tine t time. "•yeide wardens of 
aenton, -hio, -ackson and rerfcins of -ewark, -ew A 0 rk, «• both 
notables in the field of excellently printed oolored oataiogues, 
and ulemence loved everyone a would toss in her direction. 

Ahe mille fleurs seems to be her own idea. Ahe m 
her execution is the faot that she could get the thi “£ 8 ™ 
stick with paste and yet not get any , -not a drop or a BmuJS® 
oi the paste on the staeeen background, —a notable fete in itsii. 


.o 




t 
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Monday, June 15th, 1953. 


And while * think of it, let me responds to your 
inquiry regarding Alton wohnson. as oomee to see me now and 
then, sometimes bringing a sister or two with him. ae is 
pretty busy noeing the family orop at the moment, but tells 
me he is praotioing a little at carving animals. 1 promised 
to get him a little statue or the blessed Martin but x have 
negleoted doing so as yet. he had in mind doing a likeness of 
good old martin, and x suppose in modified form, it wouldn't be 
too difficult, it might be an item that would appeal to a 
pilgrims, if he developes any apitude for that medituj. tie has been 
devoting himself recently to tu tg out a other miniature 
automobile for another contest, being put on by urendral motors, 
i believe, as he won first prize in their contest last year, 
it would seem remarkable if he should hit twioe in a row, but whether 
he wins or not, he enjoys the trying. 

x don t know if he has done enough to Merit a story as 
yet, but the next time any civilized photo fc raphers pass this 
way, x think x shall take them calling, with oameras, on the 
uohnsons, for a few shots might come in handy eventually 
in contemplating an article on artistic manifestations among 
people of color in the uane ^iyer oountry.' 

x never knew the heat to discourage pilgrims completely, 
but x rerally had a break yesterday, exoept for the nenks who blew in 
at 6 oolook in the morning, f *hey came to piok up a new car 
u. a. -had ordered for them, *hey sajr the i»atohltoohes plate for the 
first time and wahted one but didn t have any money, x lifted and 
said there v.eren t any available any way, except the one in the Afric 
nouse which they*saw. oo far as X am concerned they oan sit 
on a tack, *ne of these days the whole poseesse, - or at least 
the whole batch of children, will be dumped out at this 
bend of the riv r for a vacation, x suppose, xhat seems to be 
an levitable bridge but the crossing of it will not be 
a tioipaWeif promised “widely scattered showers** for the week end but 
all we got was lots of statio. /he sinnias, loving sunshine, are 
getting their fill, and as x give them oopious libations nightly, 
they are putting on a florhl display that is as impressive as 
is the hight of the individual plants whioh really are getting 
out of hand, now that they are beginning to pass the 4 foot mark. 

,* xhe render xeaf of birthday time is stafading foe in such good 
stee these nights. 


Memorandum: 

1 was altogether delighted today when X discovered a 
stem atop one of the banana plants, —the stem perhaps a couple 
of feet in length, - bending gracefully groundward, the end of it 
heavy wiih the bulge of an impending blossom, 48 X recall, 
the banana blossoms usually begin putting in an appearance 
about the middle of «mly. *he mildnese of the season might 
acoount for this premature unfoliding of the blossom, but 
in the present case, wherein the ..plant itself has undergone 
two up-sets^ it seems odd indeed that it should have blossomed 
at all this year, usually the transplanting of a plant of 
this sort, - perhaps 18 or 20 feet in height, would discourage 
any flowering at all in the season following its trans¬ 
planting. Add to this fact the further discouragement of the 
stalk itself having been broken off by the big wind early in 
May, —a breaking off of the stem perhaps 4 or 6 feet from 
the top where the blossom usually puts out, and one wonders at 
the miracle of this first of this year's banana crop to 
give evidence that neither up-rooting or injury can prevent 
its impulse to bring forth fruit. 

. 

xhe heat continues unabated and, according to discussions 
concerning live stock, i,t seems the xwxas pasture has bean 
so eliminated by the drought that vast stocks of cows and 
sheep are being thrown on the market in the aone star otate in 
such quancities as to depress prices to their lowest ebb 
in years, although x know not if this lowering of prices at 
the inception point of processing meat is in any way reflected 
over the counters to retail buyers. 

four friend, ueth williams uloutier, telephoned me in the 
morning, asking if she might come down in the afternoon. She 
might, she brought armfuls of data having to do with 
the f rudho me geneology which we nyent over in pat together. 

^he has in mind photostating many maps, landgrants, etc., 
and reproducing many ooasts-of-amr8, and the whole slapped 
into a book, aer geneologioal tables are aomplete and 
all other material assembled. All she wants me to do is 
to write a glorification or the xrudhomme family and 
the superiority of their way of life in Southern plantation 
ways of living, —a mere 125 page symposium which she will 
incorporate in her collection of tables. After that, all 
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ghe wants me to do is to write article and see they get printed 
'for both the rimes Picayune magazine seotion and the 
Shreveport -times, The «lady is obviously wacky which 
is well known to everyone, hut the ourious part of her 
nature is that when she is high voiced and hogged down 
on some point clearly cock-eyed, she is muoh less 
disordered mentally than when in oalm and reasonable tones, 
she demonstrates that-hex; mind is not flustered hy excitement 
hut is pursuing a seemingly reasonable course that, if subjected 
to analysis, it even more out of line with reason than when 
she i8 sounding off on a strident high pitch. 

. 

Before she got through with her sitting, she told me quite 
f ankly the reason motivating her to undertake this tremendous 
work i 3 solely in order that when her moron son* aged 12, reaches 
30, he will he able to lay his hand on the -volume and demonstrate 
hy the truth iq itse geneologioal tables that hr Is just 
as good or better than those who may think his mind doesn't co¬ 
ordinate as it should. What a reason for her to wr-ite such 
a book, or rather to aocummulate such a mass of material and 
for me to write the book for her,, now marvelous is the- 
variety of patterns whioh can be formed for humandiesatisfaotion 
and unhappiness. 

• - - - * ft . ’ ■ m. . - ' * • • 

in spite of the continued heat, the pilgrim business 
runs along undiminished, i was bothered until first dark by 
their comings and goings. At one point during the height of 
the afternoon brilliance of the sun, two gentlemen appeared, one 
aotin e as spokesman, gave m his name and stated that .Dallas 
was his home, following which he presented the other gentleman 
whose residence was Japan. i had not heard of this town in Texas, 
but nothing ever surprises me as to what unexpected- letter 
combination they can draw forth in the lands beyond the Sabine, 
it turnd out, however, that the seoond gentleman was not 
from Texas but from the real Japan, and naturally a put forth 
every effort to make the tour plelfcpnt for one ooming from such 
a Distance, ne was particularly Interested in plants and was 
delighted to find nandina which he says flourishes some £ feet 
high in his garden at home, maing the local bushes of 8 or 10 feet 
seam .wonderfully opulent to him 

« 

"ut the night advanoes and i must do a bit of desk work 
before divesting myself of my raiment and collapsing in my 
arm chair, a turn on the reading machine as 1 oonume no 
end of render -oaf ice tea whioh seems like such a life saver t ese 
nighs of uuuaual warmth, my mint bed is thixwing, and a sprig 
plucked ,from the local garden seems perfect for putting the finish¬ 
ing flavor touch on the lender ^eat. 


-uesoay, vune 16th, 1963. 


D-r- - no v. ’ -o.: a ■ • • — 

< 

memorandum: 

The heat continues and cloudless 'skies are reported 
as far as the weather Bureau can scan the skies. 

The pilgrims were too numerous today, and each 
succeeding groupseemed dumber than that proceeding. 

' • - ■ * 

rhere was one group fro uaklahoma, substantial 
middle class citizens who apparently were possessed of 
more education than culture and all of them, perhaps 
4 or 6 females and- a couple of m males who seemed curious 
n bout everything- there was to be seen and capable of comprehend n| 
mighty little of anything. • 

When i said goodbye to them at the front gate, * 

one of the ladies said: 

** *“* t 

^several times during our tour, you have frequently 
used the word ante bellum. would you mind*telling us what 
that means. M 

k. t • 

really, 1 did mind,-it seemed so useless, but 
l accommodated Oklahoma and was gl d to turn to oouth x-ouisiana 
which turnd out to be even thicker. 

There was some sort of a souffle at the honkey tonk 
during the morning, in whioh Alphonse fired his revolver 
twice at Aeroy, who is a negro who may have figured in these 
pages befoe, Aeroy courted bertha bluff while bluff was 
in the ahreveport uharity hospital for several months last 
summer, following bluff s return, -^roy had to find 
himself another companion, and eventually Bluff and bertha 
bluff who had been living nex to Arenbourg, betook themselves 
to -“ittie niver to live atop the indian Mound, -ut 
now their domestic bliss is finally shattered, with 
bluff plannin to return t Uane niver and bextha bluff 
deoiding to takeon ~eroy, and Aeroy unable to kake 
n go with the honkey tonk, although that ph*oe seems to 
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figure not at all in the domestic mix up, and nobody, 
including Alphonse, seemed to be able to explain why 
he had been training his heavy artillery on x.eroy. rerhaps 
it is the heat, which usually produces odd manifestations 
prior to the gotting of religion which never breaks 
through unil august, regardless of Impulses and thermometer 
readings, 

* x'he hoeing of ootton seems to be pretty well in 
hand and 1 plan to celebrate a bit of *ronb urg 
birtday on the morrow by rounding up several gentlemen of 
color to help me put the fence in more substantial order against 
next winter•s pressure of cattle, and some other gentlemen 
to assist me a bit in making life a little easier for 
some of the “children**, it will be too hot to really 
do as much as one would like, but one must grab at 
labor whenever it is available, and thieseems t be 
the magioal moment. 

At the sme time, *. has finally been persuaced 
that the pillars supporting the xucca roof had better 
be replace forthwith or else, —and so that ought to be 
cooking at the same ti e, so the morrow should be fairly 
busy. 

j. say8 celeste is on a frolic as guest of Madam 
General in uaton ^ouge, the General himself being in 
hew iork. Madam regard is parked, 1 believe, in 
Manusra or some such place. 

it is said the ladies will be returning to 
home base along about Thursday, in the mean time, the 
nights ar comparatively quiel; on this bend of the 
river, although this is due primarily to the fact that 
the master is out, naturally. 

. x -■ 

it seems so odd the lady would never suppose that 
anything by way of redponsibility exist so far as 
the liearth stone is concerned, and since the residence 
itself arouses little or no reason for her being here, 
sinoe theta is nothing by way of reason lor her being 
here, the big road is alluring and the most is be ing 
made of its appeal. 

*»o much for this tirade, and forgive toe dullness of 
same, xhe patman held out today so tomorrow will probably 
be a double dip....... 
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i lingered so long at *rent>ouig this morning that 
, failed to get baok to ±uooa before tne postman had 
departed. «no« yasMlday s «emo »I11 b» aanoailad along 
„itn tala one on tj» mono.. 

it the results are satisfactory, any birthday 18 , _ _ 

a success, quite aside from physioal expenditure*. And today 

birthday was a suooese. 

xhe continuing heat, however, made it a suostantial 
investment in seat for me and -a half dosen other** and as 
the festivities weren t concluded before the settin of 
today a ann. wo S*U‘alX b. up bright and sally f« 
go round of fence building on the mowrow. 

xhere are usually potty annouanoes having to do 
with tne Alphonse set up, hinging on the honfcey tonk, but 
those are minor and the “tiny mimo-sa* are such 
a Joy in their magnitude that*other consideration* 

don t seem to matter much. « 

A 

And* then there is the persimmon situation. »ome 
of the trees have been eradicated by miifoitune, but 
,the majority of them are thriving and x s ppose x removed 
two or three bushels of fruit from this yea ‘* growth. 

These would not he plucked normally until October, but 
in view of the impulse of various marauder* from the 
honkey tonk when the ripening -season oomes round, and 
because toughtlessness might impell some people to 
snatch at whole limbs of the golden fruit, x have 
removed it while still in the green stage,<* iTlng 
baok to the tree an opportunity to beget it8 Q lx 
greater strength, bedng thus relieved of the necessity 
of -bringing the fruit to its peak of perfection. 

• i .li.O ; - - -* * 
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i am enchanted to repoit that the fruit this year seems 
to he the finest yet, and, if permitted to come to 
full maturity would have quite out done anything at 
Melrose on amplitude, 

• t ♦ 

.the pears are bearing havily, too, but am removing 
the greatest measure of the potential crop, too, in 
order that the strength may go oaok into the tree, 

• • -■> t 

tomorrow x am atnicipating a line fenoe dispute with 
*lphone but x think, that will be of secondary interest 
since w. has already eyed the *renbourg line, and as 
his ootton crop on the -ast iopposite side of the 
.Bermuda aoad, is governed somewnat by the fenoe line 
on the rtest side ox the road which la “us-ea, x .think 
x know which way the dispute .will end, and x think we shall 
not be the loosers. xn the first piaoe, *, n. owns 
an undivided 6 th of t the *lpnonse property, having 
purchased the rights of a disgruntled heir, and besides, he 
is quite oross with the honkey toiqk for some of its reoent 
demonstrations of tomfoolery, a d what with the m weather being 
hot and Mr. **enry inclined toward impatience, the final 
position of the line fenoe, as already set forth in a 
breif conversation with him today will undoubtedly settle the 
matter abruptly to everyone s satisfaction except the 
a, -‘ettoyer section. 

-he post continues thin, meaning it will be fat one of 
the^e days, "ut x am glad of the freedom from desk work which 
this respite affords, xilgrims ooninue to fluctuate and 
they have reoently had a way of blowing in at just about the 
time the secretaries turn up, and it has been nioe to know 
that while the pilgrims haven t been oapable of assimilating 
much, the secretaries haven t<*been vastly needed. 

- am reading a book x would reoommendesx to nobody, - 
per. p*ps because it oontins a symposium of sketches about 
origin pi political terms and customs which probably most 
people who would piok up a book entitled “A nook about 
oolitic a by "forge ntimson, aleady would know most ox 
the points covered and would no where (know wnerej to 
look up tne pertinent facts conoernin them that may have 
slipped the memory. 

0*i .. X ii .i v./ U ^ j J J .. V. J ^ 

-wo letters of dubious interest, one on the• heels of 
the pther. -ut lets ohage it oif to the heat, whioh, - m st 
admit, - am not minding, espeioally as at the end of each day 
i can look forward with so much satisfaction to your little 
chat, and, thanks to little Miss ->ee, a brimming decanter of 
iced xender x.« a f...... 
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, "xhe best lpid plays of mince and men" went by the 

boards today as something unexpected developed in the 
local water system, and it as*a oase of the preerbial "all 
hands to the pump" whioh put plans for re-fencing Arenbourg 

by the boards for the balanoe of the week. 

• ** » 

. ; 

fortunately whatever went wrong with the water system 
did not out off our supply of water but some sort of a thing 
develorea that resulted in a flooding of all the garden from 
the big oak to the publia road, —a spot where many of 
the larger Chinese magnolias are situated, and in view of 
the prolonged heat and drought, this young lake that developed 
during the night was a great y blessing to the vegetation 
in th$t quarter. 


rfhen the oasis was discovered, it was decided that no end 
of looal strong arms should be set busy digging up pipes 
and generally making the place look like a confederate breast 
^oxks hastily thrown up for some unseen advancing Army. -°ut 
by late afternoon whatever was out of kilter was in place 
again, and everybody was happy that they could knock off 
in all good time to get rigged up fox the several fesitivities 
scheduled t for tonight and in anticipation of other froliosom 
enterprises pending for tomorrow, whioh, as you know, is 
the big holiday for the negroes in this areai And 
so with jrriday as a holiday and Saturday a getting over of a 
holiday and Sunday more getting over and more holiday, 
nothing will be done at Arenbourg before Monday. 

Although the 19 ajor portion of the people were engaged 
in building and demolishing earth works, there were a 
few who could be set ( to other lines of endeavor, and 90 
1 made the most of tile opportunity).to secure a couple 
of them, —Mitchell, the ax%1 and McKinley Brown, to 
assist me at Arenbourg, and ( what with up and down the road 
several times during the day^*—trie looal thermometer being 
over 100 , 1 shall not have to be rooked to sleep tonight. 
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I saw Celeste for a few momenta at the poet office 
this morning. She reported a “darling time in Baton hou t e. 

It'seems the s. li. -enrys , both senior and junior, have such 
dainty houses, "lovely rose oolor brick" of which we have 
heard before, and marvelous pink tile baths, of whioh we have 
also heard, although we may not have heard anything by 
way of response to this, that, or the other thing, in 
letters going forward during the past few years, perfection 
doesn't manifest itself in every direction with eaoh individual, 
and 60 if the house is perfectly darling, dainty and divine, 
one really should expect more. 

■ 7 ‘ , 

It seems to me there is a dab of letters, some not so 
recent, whioh might be enolosed in this letter or tucked into 
another envelope. A shall try to hunt them up in the 
morning. 

Tonight I am going to look, for nothing except the 
tankard of ioe tea whioh,“Since birthday rime, has been suoh an 
unfailing souroe of pleasure to me. and somehow there is 
something about the cool coloring of the tile on whioh the 
little blaok grandpas appear, that they seem a perfect counter¬ 
part to the whole business of the render .Leaf section. 

i was interested to-learn that the ladies next door got away 
Sunday a short time after the dinner hour when a telephone oall 
came through for them regarding the Monday funeral somewhere 
or other in south Louisiana, it is said, and I believe it, 
that they telephoned me forthwith to advise me they would not 
be home for supper. But I must have been in the garden, as 
I did not respond to the telephone, and they were too muoh 
in a hurry to pass this way before leaving, ^eme, when 
7 o'clock, came, I assumed they were delayed a little in getting 
back, from Sunday movies in town, - a oustom for almost eveTy 
sabbath, and so I sat from 7 until after 10 on thier 
gallery. I could stad the three hour wait, as my time is 
not so precious and ray calendar not so important with must 
dates, so that the two minutes they saved by not getting wosd to 
me provided me with rest that 1 welcomed. 

* « - 

I have had but four -showers today, and so ^ think I shall 
dash through the fifth one now, and then to the reading 
machine and the Tender ■ b eaf, and each sip of the-latter will 

be the nicer just because....... 

. - . o -- , 
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jriday, «*une 19th, 1993. 
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^emor unaum: 


now nice to find your wednesaay air mail in today's post, 
but I am so sorry to 'learn of your illness and sincerely hope 
you haven't ventured out too soon. colds in hot weather 
always seem doubly aim cult, a. u annoying and somehow have a 
way df lingering on to such lengths. I am holding the thought 
that your reouperation was as speedy as the .surprising turn-abouts 
that ohildren so often effect in their illnesses and that you are 
really giving yourself a breather during the balance of this 
week. .. 

.. V 

ifhat you should hate had visitors at Just the time you were 
feeling t your lowest is oertainly as upsetting, it would seem, 
as the affliction of physical enervation, net us hopj» you 
don’t have to go through a y more of them this season and 
thab from vacation to sonoox tnia a tumn may be made in a single 
jump that will pass you by completely. 

x know the young lady living next door must b as happy as 
a clam, and how nice that # the young man during his absence master* 
thetongue ox the country where he has t been, stationed. *t will be 
so nice for both of tem in years to come to be able to share that 
knowledge together. 

xhe blistering heat continues and «une 19th was a pe.reot 
day for all the negroei so far as their inclinations were concerned, 
xhere was a baseball game down at Boyoe, - attendee by the 
looal numbers via a sohool bus for transpoiation, to see the 
ho&e team peform, and tonight there is a movie at phe honkey tonky 
and some kind of a swing 6ut further up phe road, i suppose 
i shall have ample reports on the morrow. ,ell of my secretaries 
must have attended the baseball game, as none of them showed up 
here. xhe mail was fairly heavy, ae it would be on an *11 out 
holiday, but fortdnately, some of my aspiring secretaries, 
bent on rounding up show fare, passed this way, and so “by main 
* foreoe and awkwardness", 1 was able to got through one letter, rhe 
balanoe oan well wait untiol the morrow. 

,. ^ 

xhe other day, while turning through an old folio, two or 
three films“d’fo'p’ped out which shall enclose with this letter. 
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i naven t the vaguest notion if they were mine or note and I oan t 
imagine®the identity.of the people but x thought would send them 
along regardless. if you find them of an unrecognizeable nature, 
just chuck them in the trash. 


pilgrims _ friends of oeleete, - came at 5 and lingered until neuly 
ana hour and & half. By the time x got things pushed around it was 
time to listen to wharles •'ollingwood for Edward aoscoo miirow, and 
tnen it was leaned about the oeath of the nosenwalds, or whatever 
the name of the atom spies may have been, x never neard much about 
that trial until it reached its aftermath, and know nothing 
about its merits, x assume the Supreme uourt had no intention 
of engineering the Aosenbergs to their death unless there had been a 
pretty tight oase, ana, without knowing anything about it, x see no 
difference if they were gui*lty whether they weie tried tinder an ante 
or a post atmo law. still, x never did beiive in executions. 


wf all the fiasco tom foolery x ever head oft, the present Korean 
business seems to take the cake. The killing part of it i*s 
that we seem to have a tiger by the tail, being unable either to 
hang on or let go. xhere have been occasions in my life when I 
have thought how wonderfully to be desired would be dropping through 
the floor. i*ll bet wc, cisenhower is wishing the whole a-orean epninsula 
might suddenly sink into the sea. 


And while disoussing-unpleasant matters, let me remark that 
the likeness of *oe McCarthy oame to my attention on the cover 
of the copy of xoofc which you had so thoughtfully put in the mail 
for me to round out the vlemenee data, it was so kind of you 
to get a copy for me, and, as 1 look back as to the probable date it was 
sent, it must have required your attention when you weie't 
feeing too pert, wlemenee came to see me again today, asking if 
she might copy the *ane ^iver wobelin. ohe might. ■••he original 
grows prettier with each turn of the Sun, for it continues to fade, 
and the more iusive the pattern, the more deliciously appealing 
it becomes. ~ • 

*nd speaking of the «obelin puts us on the back gallery, 
and tonight , what with a lovely moon, it is going to be 
ever so pleasant there, xt is true that the thermometer at 9 o clock 
stands at 90 degrees, but what with a good fan whirling noiselessly, 
a dab of Mozart and atrauss ana xeter illyovitch to gladden the 
heart, and a oarafe of xender xeaf along side, and perfeot facilities 
for mqntal telepathy, my next hour is going to be ever so pleasant 
as my thoughts travel in the general direction of little Miss xee. 

... r 1 

x am so hopeful that your lmpenamg week end may be freed from 
colds and from people and that you, too, find ano opportunity to 
grab off ,a couple of leisure hours just for you.. 
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rankly, it oame e me as no surprise this morning when 


the weatn i bureau announced tha*t summer would arrive along 
about noon, as a matter of fact, it seemed to me summer had 
actually put in an appearance about a month ago. 


x suppose the thermometer must have registered someth ng 
over a hundred all day, blit it seemed much warmer, what with 
no a brath of air stirring. 


~ome of the julalove family, wealthy' peeane people in 
the ohreveport' area, put in an appearance along about 3 this 
afternoon, xhey inquired as to the cha ge for a tour, x told 
hemi felt they shouldn't pay me for staying at home but x 
felt x should give them some suostontial sum for putting their 
foot in the big road on such a day. x felt like adding that 
they might have their head examined, too. 


As the forecast for Monday is continued fair and hht,, x 
do not mind if the week end souffles has already precluded any 
possibility of‘fence building, Mitchell, the axe, was 
arrested last night on three or four counts, —obstructing 
traffic, driving in a drunken condition, resisting arrest and 
the nond knows what all. 


•several of the other strong arms, intended for fence building 
'tomorrow, were also reported out of circulation tonight, so 
x suppose about Tuesday or Wednesday will see us really getting 
the week 8 work started. 

* 


x find it an interesting fact that Mitohell, the axe, who 
has the rarest sense of ao-ordination in handling an axe, 
has no sense whatsoever in driving a oar. ae has a tumbled down 
one which is the cau e of getting him put in jail about onoe 
a month, primarily beoause he simply' oan t learn to drive tne 
thing, and never does he drive a plantation traotor. «f. a. 
-starts'off yousters at traotor operation when they are about 
14 years old and they seem to slide into the thing readily enough 
although many of them have ftever been behind the wheel of 
an automobile. x>ut Mitchell who has passed for running a car 
for £0 years cannot drive a traotor across the road without 
wreoking it on the way, —and all that in spite of the faot 
••that his sonse of oo-ordination wit;.an axe is just as 
miraoulous as was oabe nuth - s with a bat. 


I 
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. i got oil add tional letters to the library o wongress, 
American foundation for the Blind and so on regarding 
the recording on xalking Boots of the broadcasts of 
xnvitntion to -^earning. ±n future recommendations or boots 
which we till out on the library forms, a think we should 
include invitaion to ^earning, a d if we get as far as 
we do with our oaxom-rroust recommendations, we shall have 
much to be gratified about. 

, . 4 . 1 - . • —- '*■' ' * 

several people passing this way have expres'sed delight 
at the sight of the zinnia department, xhe oolor of the flowers 
is really entrancing but the oolor of all zinnia blossoms are 
more or less along the same lines, what really impresses one 
with this-year's crop is the height the plants are 
attaining. xhey are now well over my shoulder and from 
the looks of them, they are likely to grow another foot 
or two, xheir amplitude is really wonderful, but so will 
be the confusion in their ranks when one of these days a big 
breeze comes along and tangles them all into a riot 

of entangled lovliness, 

- 

if memory serves me'correctly, oarolyn was scheduled to 
appear at -*elrose along'about last Wednesday, of oourse nothing 
haw been heard from her and l should be not at all surprised if 
she blew in any day unannounced or perhaps finally got 
around to this bend of the rter a ye?.r henoe, isn't it 
a pity that one so'gifted has’to be possessed of suoh 
undependabiircy'that everything on the positive side is 
cancelled by equally strong elements on the negativd, 

e ’ 

xhe more a hear about that currently popular book, 
"uesiree*, tr.e more curious i am to see how it is contrived, 
reople as far apart on the intellectual ladder as Ueieste 
and urn combine to express vast entertainment through the medium 
of its.pages, and i have come to the* conclusion it must 
have struck one of those unique oi.ords as did Gone with 
xhe nind, embracing some quality that makes it equally appealing 
to everyone, Brahma is said to have remarked that he 
would rather have written the Blue Danube than all the 
things he ever composed, and the "Bestrew" and Gone with 
xhe nind volumes must somehow fit~into the same undihe 
bracket musically that the Bluee Danube does inmueoi, fchioh, 
i realise i have used the word musio for the printed things 
instead of literary, as intended, 

- ' ■ . • 

But that fuzzy mental condition is illustfative of my 
sliipinese and after a quick shower and a bumper of xends Beal, 
x shall make no effort to avoid resting my eyes forthwith,,.... 

. . ’• 1 a.:' • •• • - ' r r , “.. 

t ■ > a rtI'd:''; r>U m; 3i. IV (: 0 x>0 J » L 1 j ii 


‘ r. ■ , 

ol i»fui fl'jUor.*. ‘ 

' " * ■ " - u ' ■ - ’ L ; 

" 


Memorandum! 


, ■ 

:.. :>i - ■ axis :f i 


Monday, June 22nd, 1963, 

• v ' •* . 0^7 ii» eoi ol.' <f 

' ,, 3fl • ,• t sr : fr. d.v. 

h '•!. j It O H X fc .. ■. u. 
o d i&i *’ ^ei• - B..: : 


How nice to find your fat letter o^ the 18th in this 
morning 1 8 post. 'Apparatly the mails, at long last, are 
getting back on schedule, . , 

As for the out, it strikes me was being elegant, and 
I think the size dbleotable. I can readily understand 
how the’ Suydam name wouldn’t be of any consequence in this 
reduoed size and its absence makes no difference at all. 

Those who know their Suydam will reoognize it instantly and 
those who do not'know him wouldn't registered anything 
if the name did appear, 

* * 1 " •* f. t ' 

And thank^fbr telling me of the news from across the 
hhlne. a <5 me how i have a feeling we are entering upon 
a down grade that will increase the momentum of unhappiness 
as time mardhes on 1 think we have pondered on various 
aspects of this situation in the past, coming to the 
conclusion that any vital tun* for the better would have 
to originate in the person of the one oauht in this 
unpleasant set-dp, and since the emotional fabxio is suoh 
that no inn QX change is possible, the shadows will deepen 
toward night from her'e on out it is worth the effort to 
explode globuels of sunshine Ahere their unexpected 
presence brings forth a notioeable response, for the 
effort in suoh oases is Justified in that the, one for whom 
the kindling of stars is design* can get a measure of up¬ 
lift from their burst of momentary glory. But in our 
present problem ohild, i feel there is no.capacity unde* 
present oiroumstanoes for her to appreciate, such promises, 
and thus the effort and the exploding figment of sun¬ 
shine produoes nothing to anyone’s advantage. 

. 

i was indeed shocked by the news in your letter 
announcing the death of uouglas reeman, for i had heard 
nothing about it I am so thankful he finished the 
fifth volume of the Washington biography for with it, 1 
think he has summed up the major outline of the Washington 
career that we have need so long. The next volumes, * 
suppose, would have been devoted to the ^residency, and 
let urf hope that as these ^residential years are being touched 
on by so many other capable historians, suoh as Dumas 

Malone in his * „tu d y» 

effor son s* 

_ ■ ^ __Aw_ i --- 


I 
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. malone in,his Jefferson study, we shall not miss the 

balance of the study as much as though we had failed to 
get him as fax as we did, I have noted before that freeman 
sometimes stressed theday-to-*ay military aspects almost 
beyond interest for the oasual reader, and i wonder if 
that might have been the case i n the Presidential volumes 
had they been written. 


As it Stands, —these five volumes, they represent fox 
me a ^trifcing parallel to the unfinished Gilbert dturaxt 
portrait of Washington, —and l believe I have a large print 
of it somewhere her?, - whioh, in spite of the fact that 
the background hasn t been eketohed in, and everything 
save the head is inclined to be rather unfinished, 
still the composition is one of the finest extant and perhaps 
eyen more appealing and valuable to people beoause it 
came to us precisely in the state it did. 


1 invite your attention th the enclosures. The letter 
speaks for itself and, for the most part, seems to state 
viewpoints to whioh neither you nor l subscribe. The 
poem, —there may be two, as I forgot to find out if the 
lines on both sides dealt with the same pieoe, is one that 
came to hand unexpectedly when i was examining an old 
note boot in whioh 1 had tueted some verses that appealed to 
me a couple of decades baot. If there be two, i am talting 
about the one entitled “Birthday of j,ouis, or some such. 

X can t reoall where found it but i thint m some chance 
magazine, something as unexpected as, perhaps, the 
Saturday evening rost. i suppose it was contrasting balanaes 
that struct me as pretty well fcs shaping up a composite 
picture of any, age long gone, an age whioh, in spite of 
improvements, continues now and then to refleot itself in 
our contemporary world. I t int you will lite the poem as 
a foroeful. bit of.writing. Anyway I send it along for 
your delectation, if it is about played out and needs re-typiru 
for aipy reason, you might mate a duplicate for me, altough 
I don t need it at all and shall merely slip it into some 
notebeot or other, as 1 shall not got around to read it 
on my own hoot. \ 


e. 


o 


x 


The rhillipine.lilies are altogether oS of hand. 

Glanoe at some doorway w tin your view and you will probably 
estimate its height at 7 or 8 feet, and then consider the 
lilies, some of whose stems have attained a height of 12 feet 
and thq buds not yet in sight. Step ladders are handy and * 
it loots as though i would need them along in august 

And again thanks for tne grand lottor and for giving me 
an opportunity to get a pre-v,iew of the 1 



•luesduy, -une 2/rd, ly«* 3 . 


a' i- 


Tni’3 10 


ll A>ti 


A • ~i 

\liO 

ll.-i OJ 


, . 

jeeemorandumi 

i neglected to return the proof of the rucoa cut in 
yesterby 8 memo, ana X shall do so in this letter if X 
can readily plaoe hand on it at mailing time. 

xhe fact is tnat 1 shall be busy on the morrow between 
sun up anu post time and A may have to 'give so much time 
to the line-fenoe 'con roversy that I may neglect corresponucnce 
a little. # 

*he sizzling heat continues unabated, but nothing 
daunts the pilgrims, so x have been on tne Jump, both 
up and down the road and all about the plaoe as well. 

xhere was an odd twist of fate yesterday in the oase 
of one of the »adam s old friends, *rs. weis, of natohitoohes. 
ohe has a 40 yea, old daughter with the mentality of a child 
of taxes and has always been something of an unpredictable 
quantity whenever inrs. weis appeared, xhe name ox mrs. «eis 
is flora, and in view of the daugnters somewhat strange 
activities, .uyle and i Were want not tof call the onild by 
her right hame, Elizabeth, but rather 1 that of fauna, for 
somehow mother and daugn.er were never apart ana wlora and 
jrauna seemed suoh a natural appelaticfh. 

* * . • . r • 9 r . 

oars. »*eis lives in town opposite the anipmeyers. 
jesterday morning she drove into tne business district and 
leaving rauna in the oar, stepped out to eilter the bank, 
on the street she met a ar'e. xuolter who, on ocoasidn, when 
flora has been ill or called away from town, has kept 
fauna who has great' confidence In her. vto the street 
are. neise and mrs. xuorer met, and mrs. «eis.jcemazk 4 
that Elizabeth was “over yonaer M in tne car, and tnen, placing 

her hand on Ars. xuofcer's snoulder, 'remarked taut she felt 
so sttange, and thereupon slumped to the street, vt. 
path* who has an office in the oanb builaing was summoned. 
nk pronounoed mxs. neie dead. **** 

and thurf tne one person in the world who anuld 
manage Elizabeth had been acquainted with her wnereabouts 
s split second befors, and thus wnhV bight have been 
a strange hour or perhaps half day fox alizabetn, was 
oaxriea tnrougn iuu;iuui«»«#ely as a most at rul consequence, 
and 8hs ooule be taken under 


» 




< V. • •' 
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iars. xuokex 1 8 wing, tan it 8 to the fact that she was 
tha only pexson who ohanood, at thqt ipoxtant moment, 
to mo® oi ^liaao th s whexeabouts. 

*ut oddly eno gn, *is. j.uckei did not feel up to 
aoouainting alisabeth with hex mothex s death, fox she 
knew that aliaabeth adoxeu the lady deotox. aoooxding 
la Woxsley was summoned and Uliiaheth taken oaxe ox, 

I have always felt *xs. Weis was so wxong 
in keeping Elisabeth at home instead of lodgeing h* 1 
in an institution, fox hlisabeth had been in a piivate 
plaoe onoe ox twioe and adoxed the life, whexe eveiybody 
among the inmates was of hex own mentality and gxeat 
fun oould be had by all, 

hut lixs. Weis had piomised hex husband on the lattex's 
dathbed, that she would always keep Elisabeth and 
she kept hex vow, hut anyone living in the woxld of 
human, neighboxli# contacts, can soaxoely keep a 
mentally defeoient child at one's elbow and at the same time 
not inflict hex whimsies on the people with whom she comes 
into contact. 

The net xesult whs that jsliaabe’th was foxevex up~ 
setting appleoaxts, and the mothex, being so us-q' to hex 
child'8 carxyings-on, nevex seemed to notice it?, 

muting the wax, Stephen had a ooupla of houxs 
between London and the Phillipines to pasw by itolxose, 

*<e all wexe naturally intexested in what he had to tell. 
Unannounced liis. Weis and Elisabeth put in an appeaxanoe 
just at dinnex. On that paxtioulax day, rslisabeth s one 
pKXase, xepoated at evexy sound, was 

*It aint 'so, it cextainly aint s®...* 
and that was uttex 1 evexy time anyone said anything. 

t « 

and thus as the wenexal would txy to tell us 
something about how things wexe going hexe* and thexe, 
Elisabeth would mumble with some volume: "It ain t so,, 
nbne of it aint so...." and lieaxly dxove all of-ua nuts. 

well, jfloxa has gone and jfauna xemains, and I 
apologise fox this mighty measely lettex. xexhaps tomoxxow 

will not be woxse... . 


,& i i. 


Ail;* Y d 
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Wednesday, June 24 th, 1963. 


iiemoxandum; 

time To time 1 duxing 

aix about one that, is not in motion. 

lh. Atenbourg line lend. »ent i“‘o quite a 8 *^. ugh 
n uoh dla 0 u a Blon b e ».oe n f^one^and^. {o hlnf on 

5raf n AUbonro?^ Pa »ionb« hiee gr andpajaia ebout .h«. the 

“S 0 s fo ,nboutg 

^'tufllTanlVn.. lino, is In plao.. 
ih. *nolo soullle, f m ^?* 1 Js p *^ a ° , “,'i°or«arth. £ ltot 0 ” 9 

ISb°^o^^sn1 2^oJ?JSUS/lSto th. 

on that u. 

Add.d to that eon.ifl.ration Is J.^.-.hat^g ^ 

that is momentarily mntlng AlphonB t a t08t vllioe Just 

oix monphs face his '«» ^ to th. oaaem.nt 

ssr 1 ^”ssr;»t 4 s5j.rs—i 

mulatto.., -th. hall bat.d ’“^•; h ®”„nt.4. rhS servant 

■Tor^tt vVuS. S t-nroported 

reading “the boot' and^tnatjh.y ^ItJMr.^. ha.n t«JJ ^ 
~ and^although th. name ol bason appear, on th. nor.l, they 


O i 3 - I. 
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lenovv perfectly well that a wrote the book. And then there is 

another r braoket, as the .Balthazars, who wouldn't crack 

the book on a bet, but are perfectly delighted to have 

the urandpere plate in theix homes boouase “to. .Lyle made the 

plates**. 

une is silly trying to make sense out of such bushiess, 
but, given such ingredients, and the thermometer over 100, 
and you can readily imagine how hot things could get v«nen the 
line fence comes up for oisucBBSion. 

.out all that is behind us and tomorrow is another day. 

And with the new day comes the replacement t of the pillar's, 
front and back, on .the xucca gallery, xhere are 7 on thesouth sid 
and 6 on the white garden side, and l might as well say goodbye 
tight now, a suppose, to my fine assortment of zinnias, 
elephant eHr,s. and bu terfly lilies. But the thing to 
concentrate on is the preservation of rucca and another year 
can bring forth its floral decors readily enough if only the 
building itself is in a substantial state, xhe roof really 
needs to be re-shingled, but if one is smart, one points out 
one vital need at a time, so trial once the restoration 
is undertaken, and something invested in the old building, 
the next roommendation follows through naturally as a sort of 
good investment to back up what on the day before has been put in. 

l was gld my radio didn't go all quiet on me until 
after the Charles -ollingwood news cast tonight, for i was 
interested to learn that the name of A 0 m ( Lyons had been 
withdrawn by the Administration, surely somebody made a biunuer 
perhaps it was secretary MoKay, in persuading the ^resident 
to nominate a man to be *irector of Mines, or whatever the job 
is sued, when that nominee is drawing a #6,000.00 person from 
one of the country*s greatest mining concerns and the man hi self 
says he doesn’t believe in the law, designed to protect the 
« lives of the miners. This seems to be another indication that 
the Administration is leaning heavily on the side of 
“special interests**, as described by mr. nirman in his 
Washington interview yesterday. 

i - i 

Af xucoa isn t in too much of a shambles on rriday, l 
shall run into town, toating my radio with me so i 
can get in touoh with the outBiae world before too much time 
has elapsed, it is pleasant to be able to report that 
the reading machine is working Just fine, do long as both con¬ 
traptions don t get out of kilter at the. same time, all will be 
,well. And now a turn to said machine and a tall glass of 
lender Leaf while my thoughts continue to flow in the geneial 
direction of little Miss Lee...... 


Thursday, June £Sth, 1966. 


t xiia of 


Memorandum: 


. 


T 4 . t - r '.»• 

I should so much enjoy a nioe shower,' —one from Heaven to 
, cool things off a bit.' I should like a mundane one, too, and 

shall indulge myself a half hour henoe. 

. 

A flock of carpenters of sorts appeared on my gallery this 
morning at dawning, I figured fucoa need 16 posts to 
support t e two galleries, rhey didn't have that many, and 
so * told them to go ahead with what they had. They replaoed three 
giving on the white garden and six on the front. * The Job wasn't 
• titanio but they managed to "Stretoh it over a day. I hope 
they can round up some more posts between now and tomorrow's 
dawning. Af they do, we shall get all the old ones replaoed. 

If they don.t, we shall probably have to let the whole 

thing go fot a year or so. The remaining p sts are in 

poor condition but today's replacements will save the 

Yuooa roof from collapsing for a few years regardless, and sometime 

during the interim, the others may be installed. 

f 

They discovered that the bindery requires shorter posts than 
Yucca and so some of the ones removed from this house were sawed off 
and placed as supports at the.bindery. ±t's all a little slip¬ 
shod but the important thing is that *uooa has again been saved 
and that is the *important thing. 

£ can t remember if a mentioned in yesterday's memo that X 
had recently run across something about oamelias in a 
most unexpeet d quarter. In a section of the Stimson "Book About 
Amerioan Tolitios", a paragraph is given regardin the oamelia, the 
subject being brought up by mention of the "Knights of the white 
Oamelia", founded at irranklin, Louisiana in-the late 1660's, and 
•of greater extent in the deep South than the Ku Klux klan which 
started off in the same manner, —an attempt to bring order out 
of the political and economic chaos o the Keconstrotion days. 

Mr. Stimson says the oamillia is an evergreen plant of whioh 
the tea plant is of the same genus, ne says in 1704 it was 


,1 3mi Di/ii frtll 
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■ I it V.A u L 0 


i 














■t*3 



From the 


Francois Mignon Papers/ #M-3889 


in 


the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


IV; I it 


fnr- 


6155 


;v. t<* 


described by the Moravian priest, Father George Joseph 
Camel'le or Oaraill'e, - I know not how It was spelled, and said 
priest reported it as thriving in Luzon or some place in the 
Ihillipines, n e says further that when in the mid 1700's, 

Linius was naming and classifying plants, he had not actually 
seen the plant the aeverend gather had described but that 
he had known about it and that he named it oamelia in honor of 
its discoverer. He further says it wasn t introduced into 
Europe until 1837, and that in 1848, foliowing the appearance in 
that year of the A, Dumas, fils, opus, "La name aux Uamillias", 
the book.'was wonderfully popular in the south, - the jtrench speaking 
seotiono and for that’reason, the Knights took it as their 
insignia. 


1 hope *r. dtimson is correct in all' this. It seems 
odd that the plant should not have been introduced into Europe 
until 1827, for we know that it had been introduced into the 
Natohez oountry in the 1700's, - perhaps the 1770's or 1780's. 

It seems most odd it should have been flourishing down this way and 
would not make its bow in Europe for another half oentury. 

xt also seems odd that within, the 11 year’s between its in roduoi. on 
into Europe in 1837 and the appearanoe of the Dumas, fils story 
in 1848, that this flower should have beoome so popular in such 
a shrot time and that "La Dame", obviouslywritten a while 
before its release, should have reported the lady as being 
crazy about the flowers which would soaroely have been scattered about 
much in the decade between 1837 and 1848, But X p as this 
along because it interested me, --whether any of it be true or 
not, 1 might add that'^r. wtimson describes the oamellia as 
being either white, pink or rose in coloring. Why he limited it 
to tnese three oolors I can't imagine, since it appears in endless shade 
from white to deep soaxlet, not to mention the spotted ones to 
boot, x>ut regardless of that point, the finding of this data 
was unexp cted in a book about American politics, and I 
dwell on it at this lengt regardless. 

., ' .... v -.. 

it seems to me there was a dab of mail today, and i shall 
dast about to see if a oan find anything to enolose herewith, 

A'he clipping from the ioayune is of no importance, but 
l thought you woulv, get a kick out of the unexpected appearance 
of the camel in the cane river colume of up and down the street, 

•_ f * 

i hope to be up and away to town early in the morning to 
attend to one or two little matters, and back home again before 
the heat of the day gets too far advanced, *nd now for 
a splash and a round of render Leaf, l am making vast in¬ 
roads on my mint bed but it seems to grow about as fast as i pluck 
its sprigs each night along aoout first dark, a enjoy my 
lender ^oaf doubly and of course you know why.,... 
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Friday, wune 26th, 1963, 


,-r u 


i« 


. 

Memorandum; ' r 

Another hot day, but nothing remarkable about the 
heat, it has so long prevailed, 

( t 

.out fortunately there weren t pilgrims, —a 
pause to knock wood, —for a had*intended saying the same 
thing last night when senator Fredericks put in an appearance, 
and a thought never would leave. At is rumored 
the nenks are down the road somewhere, but a am holding 
the thought they may remain there. , 

] o . , ♦ • ; ■, ■ jf'j ’* V 1 C ■ It0 •’ • •• . • > 

i had planned to slide into town ahead of the heat 
this morning, but a reokoned without such an unpredictable 
as the master. A was “all sot“ to leave at 7 when quite a 
new set of handy men, oalling themselves carpenters, appeared. 
*he up-shot of that visit was .the installation of additional 
pillar8 on the galleries, uut of the 13 that had been there 
for the past quarter of a oentury, a got 12 replaced, and as 
the 13th one seems to be in pretty good condition* and certainly 
iB now flanked by sturdy timbers that ought to give it oourage 
to do or be likewise, a am altogether delight* at the up¬ 
shot at this effort to further the existence of thie anoient 
domicile, 

^ 'X l. O' j . OV V. j u - . tv -.1 o -j 0 u 

and then, just as a thought a was ready to take off, - afte 
getting the pillar orew under full sail, a couple of other 
workmen, designated as expert glasers, put, in their bows, 
saying they were fully prepared to put new glasses in the window 
of the several housed from,which the big wind in.*ay had lifted 
quite a few panes, w ome of these were from the dormer windows o 
of the attic, and required special measurements as some were 
set in on a’curve, and so my start was further delayed, but 
eventually a got away, in quite a lather, but entraoed to 
drink in the breeze the car provided, and as A was back home 
again befoe 11, a didn t linger long in the metropolitan 
area.*mong other things, a depo ited my radio at a repair place 
and did a bit of shopping for such imperative items as 
lemons for the .tender Leaf and so on. A had plate 


I 
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for the two vvox slays to send to their respective mamas, but 
discovered i had no time .left t get around to the lady 
doctor s office to leave the package but, just as i stepped 
into my car, none other than i/on stepped up to say uowdy, and 
thus was a able to get a special messenger without any difficulty. 

on my r turn to xucea, i found the telephone ringing, it 
was from a local mulatto, —living just on this side of 
the spillway, in the house thiB side of the water from where 
we dropped in to see xtog, Aho mulatto went to some length to 
explain that she had recently become the Godmother of a 
liOui8 eones descendant who had been born on the ith of May, 
last past, and that the mother and father had fortified her 
with a birthroertifioate which she was prepared to submit to me 
on their behalf ns proof of oliability fox a xown of 
uatohit ches plate, ohe seemed to swoon when a said her word 
was sufficient and that she could oomc any time she wanted to 
in order to pick up the plate for her godchild and that in doing 
so, she had better be prepared to oarry off a second one, for 
i felt such a godmother deserved one as much as her godchild, 
she did much giggling and demonstrated no end of evidence of her 
enchantment, and a reckon she will be passing this way any old time 
but probably along about the 4th of «*uly when half the ^nrys on 
earth are here and the pice is bogged down with pil rims, xhey 
have a genius for suoh ill-starred appearances, 

e 

, xhe letter from little Miss xiamsey seems to run pr tty true 
to form, rou will note it is dated on xhursday, is cancelled 
on Wednesday and reaches me on jrriday, and i am asked if 
"next week" would be a fine time f» her to head down this way, 
as next week is probably any week, and isn't employed so much 
as a threat to come as an excuse for dwaddling, a shall not 
lose much sleep over any attempts to fathom her precise meaning, if 
- any who has on ocoasion in the past inoloined to get into 
my hair but that time has long since passed and whenever she 
comes this way, a shall be entranced to see her but a shall 
oount on her for anything not at all, nelen was so right about 
the farm, but perhaps the farm, too, has its advantages in its 
alibi8, outting hay seems to be one excuse, photographic jobs another 
and although they are not trotted out jointly, i suppose 
they are served up to cover the same oase, —and personally 

i don t care, < « 

6 

And so we head into a other week end and x-m hoping 
whole heartedly that your may be a peaocful one, bubbling over 
with relaxations and not so much as a shadow of company within 

miles.,,.,.. 
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, ounday* June 26th, 1955. 
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Memorandum: 

^ : 

i had forgot en how del cous could be rhe sound of 
rain on the great flat leaves of the banana plants, xast 
night tne forecast, as usual, was for 100 cegre s oi 
heat with cl. ar to partly clouay skies, out wnen ± awoke 
a little before b this morning,,it seemed a little darker 
than usual and a noticed a fine mist shrouding the white ga den, 
xhe list kept up for two or three hours and then developed into 
a splendid gentle shower, and the same pattern remained 
throughout the day, pin point mists inters ersed with 
generous snowexs, and, t anks to the oloua coverage, the 
therdmometer diun t go above the upper tio s, a think. And 
while that is sufficient warmth to make tnings-a 
bit sticky, still it is producing a maximum of benefit 
to pastures, cotton fiods and gardens alike, ne may have 
other snowers in tne weeks anoau, but even if -we don't 
get any Defore the annual early oeptember storms, we^shall 
have had e ough today to hold us over nicely. 

Aesterday noon x told the coox that ir sue passed lor being 
sma- t, sne would give supper a little earlier, what with 
the wenks in jwloutiprville. x>u circumstances prevented her 
from gett ng ahead oi schedule wit the r suit tnao 
the whole shooting match blew in just as we were finsihng 
supper, xhey said they did t want any foou, as tjiey 
had been eating al}. aitemoon and wore then heaing for home, 

but.if there could be some scrambled eggs prepa ed a d some 

this, that and tne other thing rounaeo up, the,, would 
have a li tie bive of something or other, 

* • ■ , . v < 3 , >GTi 5 ‘ r 'd i \ ’ LLi ■ ■> ■ 

aememfcering th« sister had explained at whristmas time 
that the only r ason she came to Melrose on that occasion wae 
becaue sue hadn t seen *oe nenry since tne madam died, i 
asked her, - since woe had not been here then, if she would 
make it on wuly 4th wneu he is planning to oe here, ohe responded 
emphatically that she wouiu mo;, t certainly nob oome to get 

■' 1 / r, Ji/l jQ', ; 7 (\ r 033 3l Y01 j : i . 
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tangled up with aucn a disagreeable peson as woe. 

They finally did decide, however, to pass this way 
a weed *henoe,‘ - the afternoon of July 6th, and leave the 
children here to spend their vacation, That is something 
to contemplate, hut sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof. 

It was nioe having a oard from Baris from Pat on Saturday, 

I am glad for every day he spends in jiurope, hoping that 
some appreciation of Louisiana may he increased for him with 
the exposure of his personality to things European before he 
settles down for his work-a-day existence, following his 
military servioe, It is my understanding that his girl friend 
is in Europe for a coupl? of weeks at the present time and they 
had lanned to be married there,,but w. h. says a recent letter 
from Pat states he proposed to put off marriage indefinitely. 

Time will tell, as somebody has remarked before. 

1 - ,J v . , , .1-0. 1 

I got around to read a few pages from iiarle Stanley Gardener's 
".Last w 0 urt of Beoours, or rather "Jourt of -bast Recourse**, 
and found it excellent for putting me to sleep. The 
thing, of course, revolves about contempoary oases of people 
convicted of crimes of which they have aotually been 'innocent, 
and -erhaps the thing wouldn't be so conducive to sleep, were the 
weather more mild, a shall sample a page tonight and see 
what effeot the humidity is having on my ability to keep awake, 

if this week' s' mail should be classified with a single ex¬ 
pression, "Post Uard" would be the word, I suppose because it is 
vacation time in part, I suppose, there have been lots of them 
this week, ooming to both sides of tne fmoe, and I was impressed 
by a declaration ueleste made yesterday when she declared with 
vehemence; 

i . ■ • 

t *, t • 1 v ew 

"If 1 don't do anything else next summer, I oertainly 
am gbing to Europe," . 

f 

My guess is that slje will probably do several other things, 
and most of them will rank with the European Jaunt as of about 
the same value so far as what she will get out of them, 

r ' / 3 u0 j 0.1 OjTL'.O © ^ ' i ‘‘ 

i got my radio back from town and so am looking forward 
to hearing’little *iss Roundtree go into her aot tonight if 
I can knock out half a doaen letters before her magical 
hour strikes *1 missed Invitation to Learning but perhaps I shall 
catch up with the broadcast if my letter of a week back be-stirs 
library of ^ongress to transcribe these programs for Talking 
Books. The fine mist continues and vegetation must be tickled 
pink over the whole unexpected business of dews and damps,, 


Monday, June 29th, 1963. 

•: 1 ICi-9 


Memorandum: , 

It i8 worth reporting, even though it didn't amount 
to much, —we again got a,passing ehower today.- 

Sunday's and Monday's rain might total a little over 
half an inoh. That will accomplish miraoles, and although 
we could readily take and inoh or two, still what we have had 
. is of the greatest benefit. 

Today's mail wasn't much but 1 send some of it 
along regardless, A 'he-hurly-burly of the Storm menage leaves 
me quite in the dark as to what is Siting those people. I take 

it fro the enclosed oard,that Briarwood wasn t honored 

by a visit, if I interpret the oard correctly, it was 

la Storm who fle^i to *ew Orleans I understood kay was 

driving across the continent, although from today s card, 

I am not sure about what means of travel she,is employing. 

With the note penned in Hew u rleans or Beaumont and mailed in 
Liberty, Texas, —where ever-'.Liberty .may be, i suppose the 
Jaunt may be in progress by oar, but by oar or plane, it 
really makes no difference in the general soheme of things. 

c 

as for Kaisey in the Lqll, it is always nice to hear from 
her. I am glad she is planning to make Batohitoches 
or rather ^atohe* on her September trip to «ew Orleans. 

Perhaps she will .pass by ^atohitoohes on o 118 segment of the 
circle from Lallas southward, and Hatches on the other, 

r i , 

In spite of yearsterday‘s shower, which oertainly contributed 
nothing to the dry status of the new pillars giving on the 
White Garden, I decided .that a fist ooat of white paint would 
be absorbed readily enough, and so I slapped an 
initial coat on the new installations and shall take another 
swing at a .second ooat on the morrow. 

in the mist of my brush work, my former secretary, A . 0. 
came to see me. ~e had passed this way from Shreveport and 
dropped in for a quick 4o«dy before heading up the 
road again. Bis sister, *malee, was nelping her mama in 


I 
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preparing supper tonight, and dropped by fucca to say howdy 
just before the supper bell rang. Thus saw two former 
secretaries in a single afternoon, and was ailighted 
the the double opportunity, for they are both nice youngsters. 

As for myself, 1 have tried something new in the Tender .Leaf 
department. It's nothing vey startling, but merely something 
I hadn't thought of before, and so 1 must pass it along. I 
have been making use of much ioe during this past month 
of torrid .nights and naturally, as the Heading-ii^ohine 
was want to spin 'round alog with the cloak, the presence 
of considerable displacement of ioe in the tea container 
tended to dilute tne flavor a bit toward the end of the 
somewhat prolonged,sitting. And so, by dint of vast mental 
struggling, I hit on the idea .of freezing cubes of ioe tea. 

It is my custom to make the ice tea, or rather the plain tea about 
one o'clock noon and plaoe it in the cie box, after it has 
cooled, where it remains until 9 o'clock when plunge in 
a.flock of ice cubes, put on the cover again and after 
returning to 1 uoca from ^lsoe, co lapse in my ® rra chair to have 
a go at reading and drinking hut having hit on the idea 
of freezing half the te§ intB ice cubes, I put half 
.plain ice and half tea ioe in my T®c Q pii°i* so that as 
. each melts, the strength of the initial brew is out but 
slightly although the ouantity of ice thus put into the 
pitoher is the same, i suppose everybody <who has any sense 
has,long done just that self same tiling, but somehow 
I never heard of anyone who did, and i m glad I stumbled 
on the idea, for it is pleasant to realize that regardless,of 
the melting process going,on, the strength of the brew isn t 
decreased. For all I know. General -oods or standard Brands 
.may long since have introduced frozen tea and frozen coffeee 
to be mel ed down and served boilig hot. They ought to be 
able to do some business at .comparatively modest oosts, 1 
should im gine, i n such a commodity up for the freezing. 

The Peoane Growers Association holds its annual 
meeting on Thursday of this week. This year the conclave 
assembles at «ew Iberia which .makes it pleasant for 
Geleste who oan go with J. B. as far as the town and 
then spend the day with Betty hegaxd Gouxager. According 
So the calendar. Celeste has a full schedule for every day this 
week ending up with Friday at home when the 3. G. contingent 
arrives for the week end. Thus things unravel and the day to day 
pattern unfolds, Amazingly alike, each day to the other, and 
doubly so for the squirrel spinning around in iiis revolving 
cage. 

J 


Tuesday, vune 30tn, I9b3. 


Memoranaum: 

neres a melrose "much ado about aothing- 1 . 

-the scene was weieste-e gallery, xhe time was the coffee hour 
at 9. xhe people present were esieste, madam >-e^ard «uu mysoxf. 

oeiesve w»iS Caiieu to vne iOprOUti. who retuxneu say ing onat 
one 0i her fxlenae in town had guests from Missouri ano Michigan 
who wanted to make a tour either toaay ox ihuxsday and were asaing 
if either day could be arranged anu what noux woulu. be 
convenient, x saiu toua^ wouiu oe xxne auo c o cu»ut perrect. 

ohe aisappexed tuju. returned, t>»yxg vney couxuii t i&ve town 
until 2. x said 2:30 would be goou. ohe uisappered and 
returned, saying they would bo here and that one of the 
ladies was* br inging me some cooties maae by her own hanu. *x 
said that was fine, as a likec to nibDie on something at t a 
cios« of iiuy wnixu trying oo taep a*<ute » A t my reaing machine, 
wcio&to saiu she wanted some of the cookies, madam --.egara* said 
s: e couldn t imagine her wanting to do me out, of my cookies sinoe 
there was more pastry in the house than could ever oe eaten, 
celeste still wanted some or tne cooties. 

And so ttitt»xoon arxiveu u and the ladies flew off to town 
to the beauty parlor. 2:30 oame and went, and eventually 
tne pilgrims arrived at 4:10. One of them.was carrying a oackage 
about the size and shape of a shoe box. Bhe kept hold of it 
throughout the tour, and a mighty exhausting tour it was, - the 
weather hot, the pilgrims inordinately dumb. On saying 
goodbye at the front gate, one of the ladies made quite «a 
stilted presentation speech, on receiving the box, I responded 
with what grace 1 could master. 

x>etween the front gate and the big palm, 1 peed into the 
box which seemed unusually light. "Ohiffon cookies" I said to 
myself, although i had never heard ef such a thing. But I 
was wrong, uookies there were, —twelve of them, about the 
size of a quarter each, neatly laid out in rows of six each. Why 
so roomy a box I wouldn't know, as I approached the old magnolia 
beside the path leading-aoross the fence,, x turned in that 
direction instead of continuing my course more or less straight 
ahead to lucca. x placed t. e box on toe dining room table next door 
and by this late hour, i suppose all the cookies have been consumed. 


J 
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I hope thoy turnd out to be good ones. At least they 
h d the virtue of, looking dainty in design and modest 
in quantity]? about nothing, and it would be mis¬ 
leading if 1 gave the impression that the day's course 
was all quite so licayune-ish. It wasn't and^there were some 
ban Antonio pilgrims just at dinner time who wore really 
very nice. I am astonished at my own inability to 
build bulworks against varying personalities, for civilized 
ones somehow impart such an exhilaration while dumb ones enervate 
mo to measurements of a pancake. 

• 

As a esuit of Sunday‘8 and nionday’s showers, an assualt 
was made on the bulb garden by countless potential fisher folk 
who turne the place .into a shambles, digging up vast crater holes 
perhaps 6 feet in diameter and leaving the na-cissus bulbs where 
ever they chanced to come to the surfaoe. l hope they got 
enough bait to make this marauding worth while on their acdount if 
not on mine, -out a turned the thing to what advantage l 
could by gathering up three or four bushels whicn will find tneir 
way along the newly constructed /-.renbourg fence, and so 
there will bo no great loss without some small gain. ' 1 
did, however, put out the word that the bulb garaen was closed 
as a place lor worm digging auu even went u step lur oner 
anu suggested tna il people couldn’t find worms in tne wooa 
lot, tney might try digging in ^iss veieste’s front ^aru, 
anu q,y s>o uoing, uovuu ±ina out readily enough 

if„bait digging on cultivated property would be to 
their advantage. 

i shall enclose a letter in tomorrows post from the 
^.merian foundation regarding the transcribing or the invitation 
to x-earning program. A snail write Ax. xiryson tonight and 
may have to hold the foundation letter until r oan get a 
bit _of re-reading done from it. i am surprised dotlumoia 
balked in I9b0. Perhaps a little aoaed per suasion'was 
needed, ierhaps they have acquired a little more sense as between 
then and now. i hone. 

• 

l talked with era today, ohe seems to be getting along 
alright, ahe says, she is busy runnig up drosses for her daughter 
who is taking a summer course at tne local college, and 
apparently going out a bit to boot, urn told mo that 
noward fast s books are among those being removed froto 
“morican library shelvee abroad. »hat a* lot of tom foolery we 
are"confronted with, and thanks for same are perhaps especially due 
to the rtisoonsin aenatpr. era said sne read the biographies 
of reter altgeld andxom Jfnyne and liked them both, do did i. i 
sometimes wonder if there aren't a heap more crack-pots in congress 
besides the ones the press and radio are always quoting. L 
something think the news serives might really render* a distinot 
service to the nation if they would soft peddle the McCarthy 
sensationalisms ano thorebye take half the wind out of his sails by 

- _—. - — 




nx 


1CK 


i»eonoBday, wuly 1st, 1903. 


, f $ C* f i x ’ ’ 2 TOO IQ ; l.* . 3 j J.O ;•*! 

. 

. 

Memorandum: ' , 

■ xO . - - ’■ • 

lour elegant letter of Saturday, the 27th, oame to 
hand, along with all the enclosures, in today s poet. 

eustwhere may i. begin to say how much a appreciate all. 

j>ut before anything, let me first refer to one or 
two of your inquiries, as regards the ouydam out, any 
notation you think suitable would suit me to a x. 
rerhapa "Yuoca nouse - nelrose, .Louisiana" or some suoh 
might turn the triok as neatly as anything, since that 
would identify the building and at the.same time provide 
the address, snoulu tne stationary ever be used for people 
like, oh...nr. -Bryson, ...who would need a post oifioe address, 
being uuuoquainted with the «elxose set up. hut if 
you have in mind any other idea, that will be fine, tahioh ever 
sounds better: 


3 9. 


iuooa nouse 


or 


n. 


5 J 

. 


xuooa Aesieenoe. 


si. 


i am under the impression the less lettering or rather 
the most jt boiled down notation would be best, although, 
if that were not a factor, the word "J?lan cation" might be 
in order, but tha requires the repetition or Melrose, and 
thus tend8 to bog the thing down a bit. 

— « 

now ever the business turns, a know a am going, to 
love it fox itself ana for little Mias nes. , 

rc i to I so* ,i 

' x am indebted to, you for having had the little printB made, 
xhe one snapped in aquatio surroundings was taksn 
on the little lake in the nois oe Boulogne by one of my 
sohool friends, -the others were taken at at. cloud where we 
used to like to go in early spring for little walks in 3J 
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the country, througn fieius and forests to at. uermain-en- 
xaye, Meudon and Marly. x suppoe these were snapped 
early In the 1920‘8. 

it Is wonaerful to know that dawn seems to be bleating at 
long last through the medium of the photograph in color, 
i shall keep, my fingers orossed. 

And may ± tell you how deeply appxeiative i 
am of your generous mention of certain details regarding 
the Audubon business* it is so hind of you and yet 
so precisely lite little miss Lee It appears, however, from 
where x sit, that the ndubon is going to roll along nicely 
and although there will not be the re-order volume I had 
originally anticipated, — short circuited by mr. i»ells, still 
the creation will float itself through solvency, x thint, without 
any hitones. 

^ : X 0 0 1 • 1 1 i. • - - **>' ' * ' • *■ Vf* 

oomehow x needed just tne mention by your own true hand, plus 
the reproductions from the newspaper of the other pictorial 
plates, £o give me the precise push that impelled me to 
untangle the design of the eoyous uoast wnich has been resting 
for quite a while as x pondered on how x could twist the 
thing exactly as x wanted to* xmmediately after 
reading your letter, x discovered that the problem had 
solved itself, ana x pushed the ting through to the final 
twist. • • * 


Villi* 
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xt .was so thoughtful qi you to send along the article 
n the iris. * shall enjoy reading it and so will the 
ladies across tne fenoe, although snail save it for them until 
after the week end has blown itself out. * know they will 
enjoy it, too. 

*nd thank you much for the transcriptions of the 
poem and the letter, —the nirthda or xiOuLsaI and the 
presentation copy from miss Nellie. 

ta.iiirs iv p.'. ■ ivJV5-j. o o.' ,>ih *:■-1 .* .* ■* -i l 

r un the l\ome front, the hot weather continues, x was 
a little surprised this morning when *ndy appeared rather early, 
a lit.tle in ter b, saving -essie s little boy last evening fell 
off the gallery 11 and. busted the middle of his foot so it 
hanged, —the toe, slap by the heel* 4 , xhey didn't have any 
coal oil to put on it, and, m*. xerry, that hill billy father 
of the cnild, said it wouldn t do any gooa to take the child to 
a doctor. Goal oil for a broken bone and no doctor, well, 
before the knew what had struok them, the child was speeding 
toward the office or the lady doctor in town. 

, r , : j . . i _, j " . t ; ; ;i 

All el Be runs according to pattern and my day is 
the happier simply beoauBe or the eUstenoe of little 
ui88 xee.* 




Thursday, July End, 1963* 


Memorandum} 

t 

It was so nioe to have your elegant letter of the £7th 
to run through again today* The postman held out of 1st olass 
items today but that didn^t matter at all, since I had yours 
which had come to hand yesterday to run through all over again. 

I negleoted to thank you yesterday for telling me about 
the knighting of John Gielgud, Purely he is a great artist and 
deserves whatever honor the Grown feels impelled to bestow* I 
think I have seen him but once, ~tha time in Camlet, whioh 
was perhaps as good a thing to see him in as any, and I was 
enormously impressed by his artistry. 

1 don t know if 1 mentioned that Dr. Band passed this 
way yesterday for a moment* it is always a pleasure to see him. 

I suppose some of the family were up for supper at the oamp. 

They sent me over a bountiful repast, knowing that I probably 
wouldn't get over to join them, it happened that pilgrims 
were here when the doctor came, and such evidence ought to 
be convincing that it isnft easy for me to pull out on a moment' 
notice, * 

f 

ju d hand had telephoned mo yeterday morning, asking if 
he might bring some people today. It is always a pleasure to 
see him, and although I had pil rims betiore his pafty arrived 
at 2:30 and after their departure around 4, 1 wa&n t too 
enervated by the doings, what with everybody being*interested in 
what they had t see, 

Since writing you last night and re-reading your letter today 
I have given more thought to what should go on the stationary. 

I always believe, as did JUyle, that the word, plantation, should 
be kept alive through constant useage. x»o you think 
we would do best to leave things as I suggested yesterday, or 
should we see how it would shape up, reading 

e 

xuooa nouse, Melrose Plantation Melrose,’Louisiana. 

Whatever you think will look best in connection with 
khe illustration willdelight me. I know x am going 
to love the stationary and how you decide ti.e final lettering 
should appear to best advantage will please me endlessly. 
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• The power of publication made itself felt again today 
when threo or four different knots of pilgrims, hailing from 
different sections of Louisiana, passed this way for a tour after 
seeing something about ^lrose in some B. B. A. paper which 
apparantly went into the mails yesterday, 1 understand we 
get the sheet but as no papers came in today's post, I 
don t know what tne article was about but assume it was one 
stifred up by a gentleman who was here a while baok from 
somewhere in south Louisiana, ’.three telephone calls before 9 
this morning frotn people in various quarters referred to the item, 
and the pilgrims from further afield began appearing this afternon, 

I suppose this will tend to increase the 4th of vuly trade 
considerably at this bend of. the river, 

• xuooa has a oouple of new residents who made their bow today 
when' two of the four eggs in the little nest on the gallery 
hatched. ; I expeot the other two eggs will unburden their 
sparks of life within'the next 24 hours, sxtra portions of bread 
and corn meal axe appearing on the top of the old cistern at the 
end of the gallery so that the mother bird doesn t have to 
flit more than six feet from home to procure this type of 
food for her new offspring, up to now, the contemporary Grandpa 
who eats hard by the box where the nest rests hasn t manifested 
any interest in the sounds 61 the little ones respBnding to tneir 
mother's return with provender, I take it the bird and the oat 
must have dome to a friendly understanding a long time baok 
about the matter, and as the oat is beingprovided with more than 
ample stores, perhaps he will never experience any it.pulse to 
distrube the new family of feathered associates, —I hope. 

j. E. and celeste had headed out for **ew ■‘■beria this mroning 
before A put in'an appear an oeaoross the fence around 6s46, I 
believe‘they took Clyde Glaude -rmradtt Davis with them as driver. 
Somebody said today's program includes a tour for the leoane 
Growers Association of the Avery island and naffer son Salt Mnes, 
so their day ought to be a fairly full one by the time they get 
baok home tonight. 

, < • ' 

•Uth the thermometer c ntinuing in the upper 90's, 
they are weloome to all this road running. Uddly enough Celeste 
will be wondering tomorrow why she is tired. But regarless 
of t e enervation, she is the happiGr for being constantly 
on the go, and I art all in favor of that for hdr if that is what 
she relishes. 

Uv ii X O V c i> VlV J ii JL - > *• • ' x * L '• • 

’ « 

It'8 getting close to fender neaf time and 1 continue 
to bless the one who provided so generously for just this deli.cious 

brew....... 


jTieay, #uly ©ra,, 


uOtllulunCluiQl « 

. 

Alld au mC H4.CL*. IXJU* vvWoXU buw givl ld«w %eh, 

wxiiun un« woAtner m«n s*»y8 will d« ipir not, 1 
inclined uo uwiiewc nun. 

- « _ 

cnder HCp&in.*-owVvi, i'll m uc«.pie 

xivm vuw — ~. a. p^lih&vion m«»y **»»*«* 

glance througii. , ± bcii»t»« on the back pwge tr.ere i« m pi„t«i 
or tn# local bo«re members of ». a. a*, ana suppose you 
will be able to pick out ©. readily, —assuming the picture 

is any good. 

it is suppose the coo nenryw will arrive tonight ana 
the s. G.*s on the morrow, and all will probably leave 
on ounday noon, making wqy for the uenks, oheduled to arrive in 
the afternoon, *t looks like a shambles of a week jusd ahead. 

•oy now your momentary vacation will have gotten under way, 
and let us hope you are bubbling over with, good health so that 
you may enjoy much collapsing during tne interim* 

* t 

celeste reports a big time in oouuh Louisiana whore she 
spent the day yesterday, ohe said it was terribly ^t however 
which, or course, was no surprise. She has been busy today with 
two or three servants dusting off the big house and generally 
clearing the decks for the week end. she said she saw the 
.tfulaloves in a»qw xberia and they anted to know every r ing 
abouti,.". i may have mentioned they were here last ou day or the 
week before, rhay used to come here in the 1930‘s and 1940 s 
but make the rounds from Shreveport more often of late, i 
reokon r>ll see much of them before the summer has played out. xhey 
have asked if they can stop off to stroll through the gardens now and 
t en when passing this way, finding them so restful. 
they don t select a time when the wanks are on a tear, surely 
coney isianu on the 4th would seem somnolet in contrast. 
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3unday, July 5th, 1953 


Olemence cams to so© ms at ton minutes to 9 this 
morning, f when a was up to my hips in a dozen things, hut 
naturally a fo nd time to ohat with her for a lew moments, 
she explained she had left her gallon hottle on the 
front gallery, "aimin'" to got some fresh cistern water at 
the hig nouae. "hen she got ready to leave, she remembered, 
she had intended getting something or other in the bamboo hedge, 
left there a day or so ago, and so said *u nevoir and left 
by the gallery on the white garden siue of the house. 

f *. j 

xen mipuces later, as a was dashing to the Tost uffioe, 
i remembered that nlemenoe had not taken her bottle with her, 
and when a returned from the Tost uffioe, 
of all places, where she had stuc£ it, - 
box on the fr nt gallery, —i _ J 


iAemor andum: 

The-week, end turned out so pleasantly, it is 
a pleasure to be able to express the hope that yours gravitated 

in an arc that has been equally sacisfoctory. 

. ■ 

following the advent of the Joe nenrys on rriday 
ni-ht the a. tf. -nenrys, senior, arrived from baton houge around 
10°o clock, on Saturday mrning. Thus wo were able to 
have a gay family dinner in the summer dining room you well 
remember, and although the weather was sweltering, the 
deling tan made everything about the board comfortable 
and the rood w«8 delicious. 

i.n the HTc**Tnooa tn© ge«i6i.«meti iiienwovwd pj.*m.«tion 
homiiiKH vnii** on® l»di«*B i»uu.xewu in triage. «,nly tne 
ciurfc t»nd supped tug* *«© three save oi —enrys 

had decided to attend the tester<nughes party at his 
camp in the Bermuda sootion and, as usual, as a had declined, 
i was delighted to break bread in quiet with--ugene and then 
to begin digging in the cool of the evening to 
provide both sets of trans-Melrose -eniys with bulbs and 
lants they had exressed a hope they might take with them 


a fond it- 

slap in the 

a gallon, jug, grind you,, slap on 
the wren's nest where the two little birds, hatched out yesterday, 
had been joined by tyvo more, little friends, hatched out 
during the night.-- , . 

• 

At diant take me long to snatch the jug out and 
discovered that although the nest had been mashed down a little, 
the baby birds were still alive apd kicking. 

i restored the newspaper that ixad ssved as a sort of oanopy but 
although a glanced in the general direction several times during the 
day, i never did see either of the parents. Tonight along 
about first dark, i heard the unmistakeable song of the 
parent bir£ oif in tne direction of the bank of honey euokle that 
festoons the picket fence, and a moment or two later both 
birds flitted into the banana leves, had by the gallery and 
thence into the box. a couple or the boys who had been working 
in the gardens, lingering.for a few moments on the gallery, noticed 
that one of the birds was oarrying food. And so after a day of 
regret tor the safety of those sharing my house with me, a find 
myself slap happy tonight in knowing the whole amily is 
safely and soundly togther again. 

.tow aiplanes along about sunset began spilling their 
“i ghastly dew' over Magnolia cotton fields tonight, but an upper 
air current epilled most of it over uelxoaa, miles away. X 
suppose, this acid will put a or imp in my banana crop, as the 
newly.formed fruit seem to be effeoted by the stuff, but X 
draped a sneet over the stem and so perhaps nothing adverse will happen 

i shall fold now, holding tne thought through tne succeeding 
duys that the rest period may be a restful one and withal happy.... 
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a sundny dinner had been planned lor tho big nout=e 
but airaugeui-.n s wore altered when the visitors decided 
they would do well to nead homeward before tne fuil oven heat 
got turned on. ^nd so by 10 o'clock everyone hau 
departed and x broke broad at noon across the fenoe. 

-this afternoon was sufficiently unsettled, wht with 
the statment by the *<enks last Saturday tnnt t ey woulu oe 
coming here this afternoon on their way from new ^oads to 
ahreveport, wit a view of dropping the children, well, 
they nev<.r did show up and not a peep has been heard from 
them, although *oe hau i a birthday telegram on oapurday from 
oister, sent from Alexandria, indicating bat they 
had kept to that part of their program, outlint a week 
arlier to the effect tha they would spend the,4th of uuly 
week end wit uncle Stephen on raise niver. i suppose 
our cross will prooably arrive 6 or 7 days behind scheduled. 

nhitfild «ack appeared on my gallery along about 4 p.m. 
ne said a flock of people were at the -.and camp and he had 
come over to invite* me fo^ supper, x e: plained that i 
was alone on the place, —the ladies having gone to town, 
and in view oj jthe impending wenk visitation, a had better 
"siay-put", ne thought the, Bame reason was an excellent 
move for him to fade out oi the picture before they put 
in an a pearanoe. ne reared an hour later, however, bringing 
with him a huge bine*, chocolate cake v.nich c. xvandolph had 
stirreo up for mo an4 which she had intended delivering 
in person until she hoard of my expected visitors. 

ao things rocked along and so the week end of the 4th has 
played out. 

>»e supped aoross the fence at 9 and while tnus , 
engaged, s mebody called j. **. from town to say they 
would love a tour qu Monday morning at 9. ue asked me about 
it and i assented. 

' 1 * • * A . w . ' • V ■ , ' t I M J. ■ - * • 1 * • 1 ; » • 

wevor before* did i hoar u. a. remark about nan s drinking, 
nan had been down lor dinner on Saturday^ ne and Joe never 
get along ana not the least reason is because Joe is always 
in favor of doing things for Melrose, - ,resotration, eto., 
while *an is violent in his opposition, xhey seemed to got 
along alright at dinner but at supper tonight, u. n. remarked 
he had seen nan in town during the afternoon and that he was 
dinkin heavily and that he was complaining bitterly about 
joe. «/oe talks of retiring before long, selling hie xexas 
property and buiiaxng himself a home in "atchitoches. rerhaps 
that is where the rub comes and the n ed for artificial stimulants. 
"0 hope you are having a happy intorduotion to your holiday..... 
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Monday, July 6th, 19 b&. 


Memoranuuiu: * 

Z O J v * - 

where is nothing or any particular interest in 
the enclosures out a sene one;:, along regardless, l must 
say, however, that the matter touched on in noxa's opening 
line beggars explanation. L have no doubt normau is 
600 or 600 miles from Melrose and what with tne xoonervilie 
xrolley system that seems to operate so far as mail is 
cono'rned, on tne xexas and xacifio serving this area, 1 
oan only assume that through some twist the letter which 
was sent by ordinary post must have got itself glued to 
a.batoh of air mail stuff intended ior one Oklahoma area and so 
bitoh hiked itself a free ride by air. oometimes it's 
,difficult to “study up" any advantage in the humid wdather 
we have been experiencing lately, but perhaps it is because 
thegum-on .the envelope became oozey ane nexebye effected 
the rapid delivery. 

t 

. and making use oi a word, as employed just above, recalls 
that x was impressed the other day when trying out a 
new secretary who stated oif bravely in reading a 
letter, which was read asj "Dear mt. MOlium. 

xhis morning at 9 o«me some pilgrims from north 
Carolina, perhaps S of them, and quite dull they were, too. 
one gentleman, p*haps 60 years old, expressed polite 
but mild horror when x, needing a cigarette badly, offered 
him one. -ue thanked me wil a measure of oondescention and 
explained that never in his life had he tasted tne smoke from 
a single cigarette and never bad he tasted a drop of beer or 
any other alcbholio beverage, and the killing p*±rt of it was 
that he actually seemed Aghty proud of his achievement whioh 
l su8 r ected was about the only one ‘he had to his credit. 

fTl i ‘\ f • 31- . . 'v OlOIVU & • * ’ 

1 . . ? 

*8 you will note txom the enclosure, I am scheduled 

to get the dull Annie Cibsons on the morrow whioh is 
tiresome enough to oontempla<te. **ut per. aps in the 
afternoon I sha 1 do better, for non worsley's mother 
« is visiting in "atohitoohes from out California 
way and she is a nice person and x shall be glad to 
see her again. 


o .tel shu 

















1 
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xomor row is aoi/iier olwctiuii utj, wnlxe 
nexo wwes. win wii/iieus wna», is k.uuwii ns ueneiai uioci/iutt, 
x Kxiow not, what tne latter i o uuuui,, out, uouioxxo« s 
baxxot, 0 a£i/iii^ is to oo stitute a run off vote for 
tne naming of a wounty wlerk, voted on a wees, ox so Laos., 
j-jiext. tveic ij.itw ox xuux Cixiuiuui/bs m> lug first eleotion,-- 
it was cue only mattei being voted on, but as none 
ox tue oandiuates non «, iu<xjuxxu ox i<u« uoixovs, x<, 
ic xequirea by x-aw eutxw cue two peupx« ^ruxain^ trie 
geacest number 6x voves, submit tnemseives to another 
go-roiuu oxi trie put of the eleotoxate, x suppose 
there is some good reason for this proceeduxe but just 
why, i never have understood, for.it would seem that 
according the office to the one holding the gr atest 
number of votes would be generally satisfactory. *ut 
since the rules of the game are otherwise, polling places 
all over the rarish will funotion from 6 a.m. until 9 
p.ra., * Melrose will hope to garner 47 votes, as 
between 6 and 9 o’olook, and each of the five attendants 
at the polls her^will receive $26.00, which when 
multiplied to cover all the parish polling 
places, ought to bring the prioe of selecting a new 
-ounty Glerfc into a impress ve investment. 

At has been wonderfully demonStanted to me during 
the past few days how easily one ean f slip off on a tangent 
’and find one's original goal obscured by insignificant 
oiroums canoes now and then, after assembling all the data 
required for the eoyous '-oast plate, A suddenly realized 
1 had accepted t'he old xrudhomme legend that rlerre 
Emanuel x’rudhomne had introduced cotton oulture into 
tthe Hed uiver basin along about 180.0, and x intended 
incorporating this fact into the porcelain picture 
be ng prepared, -then I remembered something innuPrat 
or some such who had mentioned that in 1718 experiments 
were going on in tne xtatohitoches area with cotton 
planting. As this statement dealt with a period flourishing 
years before old Pierre iimanuel was born, it seemed 
a bit inaccurate to set him forth as having introduced 
the staple, xhis set in motion a series of wheels 
to turning, and, as so often happens in soientifio 
(pursuits, 1 suppose, a suddenly realized that the 
more x learned about the cotton introduction, the less 
I really knew, nut now x am back on the track a, ain, 
havin realized it would be both futile and foolish to 
pursue this will-o’-the-wisp any further, and accordingly 
i am conjuring up a combination of words that will 
accord rierre nmanuel and his cotton bowl a bit of 
distinction without giving him a citation for being 
thejhristopher uolumbus of J nne * i7Qr Colton . 




xuesday, euly 7th, 1963. 





memoranda: 

i-0 -- *' • *-» _ ri <i- ■ 

' xou will find the enclosure more interesting than 

the memo. ' ~ , . 

xhe pity seems to be that it was yarolyn/and ngt ^aele n who 

did the selling; X shall be intefestedtS~have xtelen-sTeport 
on the transaction, xf she gets enough out of the transfer 
to provide her an inoomo for lie, there surely must be some 

advantage. 

" ■ r , ‘ ’ ’ J J X * • * ) > ' ' ■ 

X shall write both gdls before folding up ray beard and 
perhaps, perhaps not, sometni’ng will be foith-coming from 
the »aoo area as a response. 

. 

X felt warolyn explained away ner absenoe in the immediate 
future from melxose with a degree of adroitness, ^rankly, X 
■hope that the mention of November is suggestive of the time 
x may see her, ——or at least some time after xaboi Aiay, since 
the xiamocies sword of wenks be'ing upon us at any unimigneable 
moment leaves pleasure cfut of any consideration of impending 
guests in the civilized brackets. *ut now that -elen is 
without a household to atterid to, per'haps she will feel more foot 
loose, but X shall phrase my note to her in such a way as 
to paint a prettier picture of the wane nivcr country as 
in September than in euly or august* 


hy dint of much final pulling ana hauling, x finally 
got off the* finished sketoh and historical data to nock nail 
for the .joyous woast plate. X suspect the average 
person glancing at any of said pieoes has but soant notion of 
the amount of research required to bring them to the boiling 
point. . 

xoday's final push haa to do with the dates of 
rierre ^manual Arudhonme whioh the geneologist gives as 
1762 to 1846. n, n. williams bosulted tne records as a check 
against the professed geneologist and came up with the 1762 date 
for the birth but a statement that said r. a. Jf, died ^ 


* _ » • _ onxu 






• 1_ 
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to 1846. 

And then there was tne oaklawn property, built by 
Archills 'rrudhoome 'in 1858, according to the nrudhommes who 
are hie r randchildren. according to the brrial reooras, 

Arohille died in 1864 whioh doosn t mate it seem likely he was 
building more than a mansion in heaven at the date 
the grunochilaren ascribe to uaklawn. 

Such are some of the problems confronting the research on 
such a job, and that there aren t more errors is remrkable, 
l suppose, vf course the nice thing about it is that the 
average person glancing at the porcelain is not intofeit 
in minute historical points, for if they vjere, they would be 
looting at penned and printed documents rather thansuoh 
contrivances. And yet one difference in interpretation or 
one error in a year of no interest to anybody is sufficient 
to set a bunch of biddies cackling to suoh a pitoh that 
the uninitiated *ets the impression, x suppose, that 
none ofthe stuff ^is oi any value, hut the latter 
potentials never cause a ripple on my comparatively calm surface, 
for i go on the assumption it is trotter to have loved and 
lost, as nr. xennyson put it, than never to have loved at 
all and if others eventually feel moved to make a more 
perfect c ntribution, the field is all thetrs to have a go at. 

xhe Uibson contingent came, and Annie was as nice as ever 
and eohn as much an annoying mosquito, buzzing about at 
sufficient rate to distract everyone else trying to absorb 
a tour. i-heir daughter, ^ranees, is very pleasant but 
somehow rigged herself up in 'a strange green panted costume that 
gave an impression to her general appearance that she 
was an antiquateo clown although she is perhaps but 23 or 24. 
xhe couple of ladies with them wee civilized and the morning 
went fast enough but i. was glad when they had again mounted 
their horseless carriage and taken to the big road. 

i am still wading through “A nook About American 
Politics" but i begin nodding about the time the disk start 
revo vine and so i don t seem to be getting very 
far very fast, i am chunking tne i»ew Orleans library to hurry 
up and send me the volume v of at. freeman's opus on tf. 
Washington,' and i have a feeling my head will not not nod so 

readily when that oomes to hand. _ . 

! ' 

it has been so nice chatting with you on this, your xuesday 
vacation day, and*now i shall roll up my sleeves, do some 
mail, and then oollapse in a shower of'iced lender neaf.... 


Wednesday, July 8th, 1953. 


il Vi. 1 ill! 


, 

r> b o i rri 


lAeraor ondum: 

How nice to find your ’elegant letter of Saturday in today's 
po st. 

One thing and another prevented me from absorbing it as 
leisurely as I should have liked, but I' shall be able to 
repeat the chat with you on the morrow, and o'ints I was 
forced to slide along over too speedily today will be 
pondered over with less speed on the morrow. 

Perhaps you mentioned, and perhaps 1 failed to oatoh 
the precise situation of the *an Gortlandt residence whioh has, 
fortunately, been snatched fronvi destruction. I shall be 
glad on the morrow to note this paragraph with care, and if 
you did not refer to its prepise‘location, I shall be glad 
if you will set mo straight on tho point. v«hat with the 
old stone manor house of the Van Srtlandt's not far from 
242nd Street, but well inside the park bearing that good old 
Hutch name, 1 suppose it cannot be that one but is perhaps 
one that is in a more urban sitation. hut where ever it is, 
let their be praises sung that it has been saved. 

x so . uch appreciate your kindness in giving me some 
fine sketones of the contents of tne Jean ^aoques Housseau 
volume. If it is not’ listed on the next .Library of Congress 
list, let's tack it on, oven though wo nave no idea if suoh 
suggestions are ever acted upon. 

» * j 

Uircumstances prevened me from reading the clipping 
about tho scrapbooks at today's sitting, but j- shall get to 
that on the morrow, too, and shall enjoy it, and return it to 
you for your scrapbook. , 

• ' ’ • • . » " r " 1 r • •Vi*-- 

I was interested'in what’you had to tell about the latest 
wrinkle in the tea business and merrily 1 rock along with my 
own type of brew. I stir mine up about 1:30 or 2, placing 
prt of it in on ice tray for freezing and the balance 
an'old pitener I recently unoMrwned from a forgotten armoire. 
xne pitcher is of Certne** ".re and perhaps holds a couple of 
quarts of liquid, - either fluid o t frozen. I keep the cover 


I 












Jf 
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on the pitcher while the scuff is in the ice box, and then 
. around 9 o'clock when I find myself ready for a bit of reading, 
i rescue the pitcher from its ohilly reoess, dump in the frozen 
ice cubes, adding sugar over which a have poured hot tea earlier 

in the day, add a lemon, or juioe thereof as the ice is put 

into the pitcher, ana what with my glass already prettily festooned 
with a couple of sprays of mint from the bed growing hard by the big 

pot, i can collapse in my arm chair, sot the reading machine to 

spinning, Hua »i,ii wivu^ivB ox 11 ovia — iss -bee permenoiiig everything 
like a mental aroma ae precious as the flavor or the mint spreading 
tnrougn tn« xruaty tea, my day comes to a close ae happily as 
you can i m «"ine, and doubly so bo cause one w u ul« thing really got 
under way because or the render *onf which arrived at birthday tire. 

l am gina to report tnnt the family of wrens seem to be making 
it wonderfully and each morning early and late each evening the 
mama and papa birds p se on the big flat banana leaves along 
♦ the gallery and sing with vast joy, the sound of theirvoices 
sounding tw ce as loud becau;e of the vibrations hhrbored by the project 
ing roof of the xucca gallery. Since the near-disaster to the nest 
and its contents last week, 1 warn whatever workmen chance to bo 
about against up-so ting the apple cart, and the negroes seem to 
love it when 1 scream at a mulatto about "lo oiseau de Bon Lieu a la 
boite" which seems to be nbout the only way an effective admoition 
cnn^ba made effetive to one or two of tne people around hero who 
don t soem to understand English very well, 

~ e • • 

At coffee tnis morning, Celeste told me she is entertaining to¬ 
morrow afternoon. One credit mark I must accord her, —she novar 
asks if any of her party friends can tour, -but she said there 
will be a Jars. Landry from ^ayou xoche country whom she *has met on 
several occasions when down yonder and that said lady has always inquired 
after my good h-.alth although she has never met me. Celeste, accordingly, 
made an exception in so far as this lady is concerned, asking me if I 
would rooeive her fox a little chat at Yucca, unencumbered by the 
other guests, uf course 1 si.all be glad to do so. It is 
said she has a marvelous ultra modern house, 1 one side of same constructed 
on a curve,..and of much glass, all of which over-ooks the leohe. Perhaps 
sue is an artist, I wouldn't know. Anyway, i shall glad to give her 
a half hour if that is what she wants. 

And thanks for telling mo about the new old painting at the 
Lolgado. I want to read that paragraph in your letter again, too. 

It.was such a nice long sitting we had today, oven though we did 
i.ave to rush it a little. I hope the weather is nice-nice and that 
you are relaxing no end..,,,,. ” « 


3Vl- a 1 Vi 3:'. VOX 

.J ri 'I -■ •-••.a ' 

V j v if * 

« 

a iOG.' ^ u i: 0 

« 


i'huxsday, duly 9th, 19b8, 


ill 

on.i 

3 a. i 


o- 




v.l- 


iaemorandumi < * 

i.xhis would be the day on the calendar the butterfly lilies 
would make their bow. x>ut last winter's warm weather seems to 
have been oounter-balanoed by this year or this summer's 
intense heat which h s tened to slow up the flowering, and 
although tne buds look altogether promising, theblossoms 
will not begin to unfold before several more days have elapsed. 

i intended thanking you yesterday for having acquainted 
me with the new nodding Carter volume. - "Main street comes 
to the xtiver,. —or some such, a hadrl t heard of its scheduled 
appearance, irrom your aooount of its«*subjeot matter, l 
suppose it is an order from the publishers who wanted something 
after the manner of will Percy's Lanterns** and Lyle*s “Joe 
Cilmore". a must pass along this*news to nora and shall not fail 
to mentiorv that “aine is the scene of the carter creative work. Per¬ 
haps nora is acquainted with this latter fact, hut if not, 1 
think he will be interested. 

. i v J * / ' 

hot the life or me, x oan't imu ine what recent information 
a gave you that settled some point in your mind about 
.which it is premaure to speak at the moment, xou 
say a shall not have to wait long to find out and yet a never 
felt so much like «»ohn Aiaily‘aboard of exports on “«hat s 
tty nine, and my guessing, without aid of positive and negative 
answers, seems to leave me entirely in the dark what ever 
in the world i could have mentioned that might have settled any point, 
a simply oan't envision, although 1 must hasten to oonfess 
that when chatting with you,’ 1 never stop to think on what 
,individual subjects i may be touohil and so trying to 
traok d wn some point or other through such an approach would 
be futile, since the latitude would appear oo siderahle. 

a had pilgrims today, but A made the coat-tails of most cn 
them snap, so fast did i engineer their *ro nds. celeste s 
.irs. -“andry was -scheduled to appear at 3:45, and at 3j4£ 
a oauple of bags and youths appeaed on my gallery, explaining they 
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were friends of cammie and lived in ohrevepoxt and woulu x give 
tnem the key to the big house so they oould go through it. 
imagine, jlrst off x told them x wouldn t give them 
a key to tue'big house Jor there never was such a thing, and in 
the second place a would tgive them two minutes look at 
things between here ana the front gate, and if the felt like 
ab sorbing more at anothw go-round, they could telephone for 
an appointment, “jfrlends of oamraie" is a phrase nobody but 
a dunce woulc emply, i should imagine, and everyope who has ever 
used it on me has turned out to be just that, 

' 

iirs. -andry came down one path as tfje dunces were leving 
by a.other, ohe impressed me t roughout our sitting as astonishingly 
like concepts l hold ox the nuchess of Windsor, cne is smart 
in appearance and olever in mind and it was a pleasure to 
collapse on a sofa with ner and talkabout anything coming to mind, 

* ahe obviously wanted to present no problems or grind any axes, 
but merely wanted to establish contact, ahe spoke at some 
length of ueeks ^all jind asked if sire might bundle him up sometime 
and give him a quick go-round up, wane ^iver way., in three quarters ox 
an hour, x handed her back across the fenoe, but t.ook good care 

not to step my own foot beyond the side gate as x had no 
intention of getting tangled up in the bevy oi bidaies whose 
parked ours in weleste s front yard reminded me ox a, 
parking lot outside a basennll or football stadium. 

* 

' jay reading' last night in the atimson book brough me to trie 
paragraph about crady, the new iorkkphotogra her 01 civil war scenes,— 
a gentleman ox wnorn you have spoken on occasion in the past, i 
was intersted in the account and was Impressed by t e enormous 
number of plates nr ady made during that inter-state squabble. 

xhere was an intersting although brief biographical sketoh 
of eames cuchannan. although x have on occasion been, in xanoastex, ren . 
x oan't tink how it was that x never'got out to his estate, wneatlands**, 
whichfc x suppo e, still exists, JL was fascinated by the account 
of the cuohanan engagement and the breaking off ox same on tbe 
insistence or tbe girl s parents, and'how te girl, telling her family 
she was going from caster down’to -Philadelphia to the upea, 
actually registered in a .Philadelphia hotel where she committed 
suicide, and how her parents wouldn t even permit hqr fiance to 
v ew the remains or attend the funeral, x was interested in 
the account of miss cane, uuchanan s niece who was his hostess 
during his rxesiaenoy. stimson remarks that wnile minister to 
^nglad, Duohananan and nlfrea, -uord lennyseon, wew given honorary 
de c rees at wxiod but tnnt livtle *iss cane stole the snow. 

..mi. , 

cut it s tender -oaf ti e and x must up and anout same, 
blessing little ^iss cee the while for making possible this elegant brew,. 


Friday, wuly 10th, 1953, 

‘ * • • f . ■- -* • c 


uiemorhndum j 

rartially cloudy weather kept the thermometer down to a mere 
89 t-jQay which seemdd wonder ully cool, -on degrees seems to 
give one lots o! additional vigor, -if tne move is in the right 

direction. 

xhere seemed to be quite a lot of mail today but 
none of it of any special* interest, nook nail sent a bill 
for some additional x-own of catcnitoohesplates and mentioned 
j i v \ <5 sgViq to too moved from Al.&sl£.8. 

0 ! ne.a that ol oouraa deligmod 

the parents. 

if i can put hand to the letter from mrs. atirlin, 1 shall 
send it along, xt seems to con.ain no thing oi inter st, 

Suf i La deUgnwd she is golds to have th. . .anaopolla trip, 
for it is obvious a change oi scenery will do her no end 
. -nnrt i won'der at the hour sne is to speak which seems 
odd! And x cannot help wondering to whom she has in mind sending 
extra copies of the it. A. thing. 

V V • '■ 1 ■ ' W ' ‘ Xv -X * Vi .1 W ■••i 

interruption....• 

mt. Aoagers of A lex*uo*ia, the retired I™™** “f 1 n ^® 4 
artist, oame to show me a couple of oa»«ses he had done of the 
oane niver neighborhood, -hey axe mpreesionistic byit 
'rath r good, it seemed’ although newly varnished oils in 
tJeglaSe of artificial light imposes quit* a stretch on the 

imagination. 


A few months back, * contrived to get *x. aodgexs and ulmencs 
toeetner and they seem-to be hitting it off famously, with 
Mr b sogers bringing*his canvases up from Alexandria to display 
to* t*x e & widow nunter, and the mutual interest they have in their 

oi idantionl aujeota id allots* *W« 
no end ol plenauie ty »ay oi oomparing and oontraading Mat 




I 


















From the Francois Mignon Papers. # 11-5889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Otf M 


J 


6181 


And-speaking of artiste, x an reminded x wanted to ask 
you again about rlaisir de trance which i believe you reports as 
having teen suspended, lo, these many years, x>ut i thought 
i woulc mention it again avid trusting you will let me know if 
it should ever bo puolisnea again, as i understand it, magazine 
and newspaper print is mighty scarce in Europe tnese days and 
i suppose cultural tings like .rlaisir nave scant chance in 
surviving in a world of bare necessities, 

had not the big freeze or 19bl knocked all the fig trees silly 
we oula be rolling in said fruit at this season, ‘^ut 
trie trees, putting out again from the roots, are only now 
beginning to produce a mooost crop and it sooms impossible 
to g t very far with the harvest,' x have put three different 
hthopians into the tender branches, but everyone declares the 
birds are getting the fruit before it turns rtpe. j. think, —and 
x hope that some of the designated 'gatherers are helping the birds 
out a bit to keep the nauvest small, and measely it is, too, 
although i did round up enov.gh for tne morrow s breakfast for three 
or four people, telling «iuanita to take tne balance home for 
her family tonight, l have no idea if the litt’le ones like 
•figs but ii tneir taste runs in the same direction with most 
plantation children, they probably adore tnem. 

• 

water molontrucks from the xvio urande and from uloriua have 
been passing this vay fox woout but only this week did any 
melons of looal cultivation present tnemselves, xesterday he 
st,re brought some grown at aaline which you may have heard 
is reputedly the watermelon center of .Louisiana and rt ole Virginia" 
was once the queen oi the festival there. 

d, a. sent me half an one tonight, —a big one that had been 
in the deep freeze, - and it was delicious, what* he th ught 
i would ao with a holw half waermeion, i have no idea, but 
aridny night sees many a dusky movie fan wending his way toward 
the local honkey-tonfc and a few elid througn 
the bamboo hedge on the way so that disposing of the 
delectable item present no problem at all. 

W* ‘ ’ * ^ • * 

jout it appraoches xdnder Leaf time andafter doing a bit 
of mail, i shall indulge myself in same, and tonight instead 
of reading, j. shall have a dab of music along with the tea.... 


ry i a 
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Sunaay, July 12th, 1953, 


Memorandum: * ' 

-j • ••’ ■ - ” 

x hope your week end, including the weather, 
has been as pleasant as the local one. Shortly after 
midnight on Friday - Saturday, the thermometer dropped 
down into the upper 60‘s, and the sensation of wanting 
to ueach for a sheet instead of kicking it off was al- 
togher pleasant. x>he thermometer reading today was in 
ti;e 80's, but what with cloud coverage and the absence of 
humidity, it seemed pleasantly cool in contrast to the 
prolonged hover inf around the 100 mark, 

< 

i*r. Wenk appeared on my gallery at 6:30 on 
aaturay morning, ne had spent the night at Cloutierville 
and had come up hare for breakfast, ne joined me in 
breaking our fast and was gone before 7. ne said the boys 
were leaving for the Boy acout powwow in California on Sunday 
morning and that none of the family came down this way with him. 
Lan nenry didn't show up curing the week and according to 
report, he is still trying to drown his annoyanoe with Joe. 

J, n. left at 10 this morning to join J. Williams in 
hatchitoches to serve as convoy, 1 suppose,' to a flook 
of:Mexican lborers being returned to Laredo or .Brownsville or 
where ever on the xexas-Mexican border, l gather that 
these imported laborers must have sorad time limit set 
on their stay in the Unitd States, for with the ootton 
harvest only 4 weeks'o f, it seems probable they would 
remain here, instead of being supplanted by others, wore 
there not some legal aspeot involved. 

t 

1 find it an interesting commentary of the life of 
a laborer in the United otates versus mexioo in just two 
words, shouted by the majority of the iAexioan laborers 
in -uatchitoohos •‘■arish when they are advised a few days in 
advance that their time in this country has about 
plated yout. Several different people who have been 
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present wnen notification has been given have reported 
thd same reaction, it seems tnnt instinctively the 
Individual stei: cnn cries out: 

"Hio iviehico, .....no ..lehico." 

the "no" being about tr.e only word or snglxsh they have 
learned, but s^moi«»fc withal, to erpi-ess their desire to 
remain in the country oi natchitoones. 

under sOapar«»«.e wrapped I an sending along a 
rec tit publication of the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, or 
some such organization. You will note a Natchitoches 
section, marke.: by a clip, and you will wonaer, as do I, 
whence came the illustrations, i suppose we may assume 
they may have been acquired by uirs*. nolloman, or thro ugh 
oirs. noloman, for she "is tne only person i can tnnk of 
who might have the uncorrecteu map ox the cane niver 
country. i*t is nice that tney, —the illustrati ns which 
you had executed, should appear in this publication which 
is widely distributed but it does seem oad tn u b »n« ,hwuu«r 
Oi voiumvXuv ux «enla or *rs. —olloman stivuiuk 1 1 > n«ve 
mentioned tne nhuv*r in nov«uoe. n B d tne natter ueen uruugut 
Up, i. ShOUlu, Ox uuui o , n«*Ve Su08tiiu>,*(l tne rOwn Oi 
Match!Looses for tne wnno^ere iiiM*bi<.«.iun. xhe present 
copy dm Lug nailed to you came to me from la monte span, but 
on learning or its existence, *■ c:ntacted tre uhnmncr oi 
commerce and shall be able to nc r uire several, additi nal 
copies,'so; should you have occasion to masse 'use any 
more for pasting oi some such, just let me know, and by 
the t.i e you have advised mo, the extra copies will have 
come to hand. 

ihrew or fotir weeks backj ulemenco asked me if she could 
make a sketch of the uane.’^iver uobelin. i told her she 
' could. Eugene, the clerk, told me at breakfast that 
ur. nogors oi lier andria, who passed this way on jjrioay, had 
co e up this way primarily to see cleraenoo who is making a 
quilt for him. i take it there is going to be a second 
wane niver uobolin. if it turns out successfully, -t shall 
sot ulemenca, after oalling her a bag, to work on making some 
in qu antity on *.he assumption that per naps ouida shop might 
be interested, from where i sit, it appears euanita is 
•groat with child". I hope this doeen t mean she will be gone 
too long from her realm of pots and pans. My entire 
“unday after oon w- s full ox pilgrims, including nr. nand 
and his son xiornce, a flock of reverend Sisters and the xord 
knows whom else, nope you got a rcesure of quiet..... 


via 
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Monday, euly lota, 19o3. 


a ux.eee 


uomoiHiiaumi 


AX 


it s here, sitting On the tip top tauxu aiong 
eiuu oi utosk. it's working, too. And x love it. 

x hadn t the vaguest notion as to what you had been 
talking about When you hinoeu tnat you would have aumething up 
your sleeve for me snoitly, wien iaet ou wrote, and when 
the postman made his rdunas this morning and presented me 
with the package, wnieh traveled in perfeot condition, i was 
still unable t*o guess ita entente, x need scarcely hadd, 
however, that it didn t taxe me long to scurry thro gh the 
gardens to xueda ana to u nwrap the box. ^rankly it is 
one of the nicest ice buckets i have ever seen, so elegant of 
line, so handsomely finished and so perfectly turned out 
to satisfy my deep summer needs, i am altogether 

derighted. ' 

* 

it has been my custom to put off getting my ice 
until i had finished my typewriting. j.ne ioe tended to 
melt considerably 5 m the pitcher x had been using if i 
rounded up the cubes irofo the ice box at the big house too 
long in auvanoe oi tne hour when I could foid up nr. underwood 
and unfold the reading machine, vn occasion x would have 
divested myself of some of my garments while or before 
finishing my writing, what with the weather having been so 
tremendously hot. nut i have restrained myself irom 
doing so becau e there was the little journey to be made 
to the ice box sometime between 9 and 10. nut tonight 
i inaugurated the use 0 i tne bucket beiore dark ana although 
it has been here, fiilec with ice for almost Z hours, the 
ioe still remains as icey as ever, and when x get ready to 
collapse ana h>ve a go at'the xender neaf, x shall bless 
you again, as L have so often as x looked in its direction 
today, and tonight- tne xenae'r xeaf, always delioious, t anks 

to its xliavor and its association, will taste twice as good. 

' 

. 

xn short, x am _altogeoner cue anvtt with my new bucket, 
which this first night seems like a glorified toy and wnieh after 
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tho initial use, i feel certain, will meoamorpnose itself slap 
into a prime necessity, 

a pin point drizzle begun nb c <& o clock, last night, 
and althougn it never couia mute up its mind to rain, tne 
unbroken cloud coverage all day did occasionally let down 
a little sprinkle, 0 . 1*0 pro ise 101 tnu mofrow is cloudy 
with widely scattered snowers, a d aitnough 1 have a feeling 
we aren t likely to be in the wake 01 mucn 01 tie rain, 
the cloudiness will give the plants an opportnity to 
absorb a maximum 01 humidity and whatever sprnkles puss 
this way, 

ihe huge zinnia blossoms, 3 and 4 inches in diameter, were 
so heavy as a result ox tr.e drizzle last night that many of 
r thera by morning had bowed to tne ground, un seeing the 
brick walk front 01 tht big house carpeted with these 
multi-colored pacnes of velevty colors, oam re'aoe who wa 
passing remarked that the madam always had to stake up tne 
ones she raised 1 '. ■* 

t 

1 was so gl d aam- spoke thus, but in so doing, he Drought 
to my mind the one t ing those iioweis iemin ed me of, although 
until then, 1 coulan t figure out what it was, ±he Madam, 
as a matter ox fact, -never raised zinnias, but someti e she 
was successful with dahlias, ana 3am, remembering the dahlias to 
hrve been supported by s akes, had tnougnu the big zinnias to 
be dahlias, 

.the other day oarmen j>reazeale had telephoned me about 
something 01 other ana in tne course ox her conversation asked 
it we had be ravaged by grass hoppers down this way, we had not, 
she said they had swept ove her section of watch!tocnes and 
that she had been rariieula ly distressed because they had 
obliterated her zinnia bed of which she was particularly fond, 
x was accordingly glad of the opportunity to run in to 
town tnia afternoon and to cut a bouquet of toe sagging 
blossoms from toe brick walk, ana take them a ong to her, 
she s«emed ever so pleased but like warn, she mistook them 
at first sight for dahlias. 

t ♦ 

i*y trip to town proved pointless, as everyone 1 intended 
seeing was out of t wn, .out 1 did take toe opportunity 
on my return 0 pick up the .auduoon-oakley pl> tes wnich had 
been at the nayou -atchez station for me for a couple of weeks 
or more, - tne one s from toe j^ark commission, xhus today 
unrolled, arid now nignt is here and 1 am as happy us a 
cium, thanks to this latest evidence of affection on the 
part of little miss nee...•••• 
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Wednesday, BlitiUl *oy, llii. 
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Memorandum! 

W1 8iis»qd'J ^ - grpha eff.edJ rol 3uo 

• ' ii nu will already hate motiead the held type an the 
envelope, the postman brought me the nee t typewriter ribbon 
morning, -*and that * mada tha most of them. 


ribbons this 


m, Ua ha f,. Olid V Id eea * . 

In the same post oeme tho enlargements as souvenira ef 
farther kindness through the median ef nioturee etruok 
e Bois *de Boulogne and at at. aloud, ho J these many ye are 


your 
in the 
age. 


« 0 



«m«o e,id ff» wot - nor yfJi'-i ! ii mi iuo •' 

it ... .« g«d .1 rn «bor - • 

they de on 
so bogged 
words altOi 


years 

__ 

and earning M 

nd myself 

no 


whl*-. 

woraa xumuwijam*- «w -*>-*-»- .uy appro «iatioar -- 

in «u M . 

over the enlargements, and enperienpe added oonfort in the 

1_.1^ L m, t, <• wimailil m that Via* 


he enlargements, and amper ( ien 
to:jhleh 1‘Wd already begun 
been nine. 


in something that hms 

* ima. drfu.. rw si r >t . • d 

. * ; ,* mic : v 


B L‘ 


te arrange my sohedule eaeh evening at twl^, _ 

1 with, and ae not hate te postpone this or that imp 
until I Velebk or so wiiin f in the past, i hate ma|f 
rounds to thb ioo box. And quite aaite item ltd 
potentials, the b*«Ut itself has.sueh satisfying lines 
such a'noble finish that I am the'.happier every time 1 
glanoe in its direotion, both for 
of tho thing itself. *nd again 1 


; 


Irtiaifo. 

.jfiaal drlJiu 

-W nightly 

_ r, ; 

IPdsy 

-^-.ippiar jOtevy i heweirer 

'^?}^e L end for the bequty ,t 

thank jo. u.'S gu ogoioi erf3 nl 

can into something of a tiesy then I stopped next deer this 
morning for oofieo, There was a vast "to-de about nigging up 
a telegram W send to Blloni, reserving reams Joy *adam regard 
and Oeieste at some fashionable plaee where they plan to be-take 

....a^ahqmio 


a ran into somethli 
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themselves this earning *onday wit a a view ol remaining fax 
th« balance of tha week.' Madam Regard doesn t seem to bat an eye- 
last at driving 200 odd milas through tha current Louisiana jmly 
haat and, besides, as tha mattax is explained, tha plaoa thay ara 
goig is air oonditionad. fa gat tha banafit af that, I supposa, 
ona mast ba insida, and sinoa thay have an axaallant outfit 
aaros8 tha fanaa, x soma times wondax what it is that impalls than 
to fly out fox tha saa ehora to sit in an aix oonditionad room. But 
tha weakness if ny awn haad Is demonstrated by my effort to try to 


fgwre out suoh impulses. 


f.ii obf 


-- 


x was not axpaoting to saa Blythe a and at any time, and 
especially this afternoon, but sha aaaa with a uxs. 

Stafford wham a seem to have mat but do not remember. 

S , ■ • , l>> •’! . ' 

Bathing was said about an impending pow-wow at tha oamp * 
this oowing oaturday. x suppose x shall hear about it tomorrow 
whan tha rest af the family mates a round. What Blytha 
came fox particularly, sha said, was to show ma a aouple of 
dolls, about % fast in height, mada out af gourds af that 
measurement. «ne was not unlike the neverend Wdly f gracing 
my dost, but much larger, of course, tha prieaehax holding a paper 
from which ha is reading, his other aim up-raised in exhortation, 
tha tap of the gourd fotms tha tap of his silt hat, with a band 
af blast fait'pasted an at right anglaa to form tha prim. -Aha 
other figure ia an Aunt Jemima in aaliaa fleuneey dress, gay apron and 
aua bonnet, tha haad being formed by tha top af tha gourd, unlite 
tha figure of tha clergyman, whiah was bassd sa s gourd shaped lit# 
a oueumber, tha Auat asmlma foundation was s gotfd the bottom of 
whioh was about tbs dismttsX sf a wstsx males, tapering in ta a top 
a aouple af inehes in diameter, forming tha head, shat with the 
bottom baing at laast It inehes in diameter, and tha whale a lovely 
chocolate brawn, it was really arresting ocntinoing whan ths 
shirt inadvertently was xaissd frsm bshind, revealing a aohtoax 
that was amasing, Blythe-said sha thought it would be nlee to 
take tha so to tha next movie thay put on np 'haim, whiah leads ma 
to assume that what with Baptisin' time just in the offi ng , there's 


ew ctwm wmi w VMW V w* WM vawam ae iw ^ m mm ^ mm — v 

a ranawad merest in our rural xsliglauB and recreational 

routine. And how x would lavs ta hoar yen roll eif those last few words 

in tha foregoing sentence. ? 1 ^ 

T . . k ., g . 4 ^ * 7 f » j 

it seams ta me tare ‘was something else i wanted to touch on hut 
whstovor it was eludes mb and so > sha 1 just lht this alias along, 


as x tin ts my mail, after whioh l 
iiOaf, blessing ttod and miss use fo 


A sha 1 just lht this alias aloi 
i. shall turn to the render 
for tha happiness of my days.... 


8 acuroe 1 ft 

, 

j3nl iyad tXi 


aavi-osmodt dooJorq oJ du^nel aooa o 3 oj of haed aonis 

,i ira d-i3 lo af c ■!..* tfti’ V--’ iUi ' • 

. .jiu . Wednesday, Jmly lBth, 1»§*.' 

Low xJ/vtl i r .;”i! • 1 


•ira *m 3 1 o af- 'i_o 


,nolda • bosxli 


eri .a to 3 oUaexg T ® *:- n aB, *^ 3d 

..va so ro o vaoctifo ,aolaaooo end xoi voasero tIawolvo< 


memorandumi ,a-i adsaJ emaa id Bl Xa « 18 

X03XU bttm .id XU ifl* *0 3390 X 18 f<lJ oo xejrtuoane 

A.find myself in suoh a pleasant situation, — thb new 
typewriter ribbon .immediately in front af no, tha new 
* enlargements of ancient photographs an ana aide, the 
elegant non jce buaket an tha other, *-all Of whiah is fast 
another way af saying that little Bias pea IB all aver the 
plaaa, and A low it! “ JT " 


c whmnx stepped amt an ny front gaUaxy this morning, A 
was entranced t* notice another big old blwaeem on another 
oxinaoa banana plant had enfolded its vast rbd leathery 
petals during tha night. It ia end that this Wne should 
have kept aa atriatly to schedule, far usually tha Orinooe 
m a kaa up its mind about tha middle of -uly and thip ans.' 
oi oo nr so, hit it slap in tha nose. • ‘ v fr 

.. wurlonely enough tha butterfly lilac continue to duaddla. 
ike buds arm all posed fax buuaineaa but the flowers continue 
coy scout, unfolding, around B # slack, this afterntSn we had 
a nioa shower, and although A aauld never understand uhy that 
plants which are watered dally by hoes should exert themselves 
mightily with a<genuine raim, but still that soaps to berths 


of tha local mulatto child horn on that data and sugaastad 
that today at tilO would ba an axaallant time far pieking 
up tha paras lain department, ana ash always count on 
mulattoaa, almost aa one can count Bf whit# people, to bring 
one or ;two extra people alsng,-ierfewpsepla, Whit# af eolsred, 
have yet laa nad that one gate that muoh'farther in social 
aontaets im wrapartlam ta .the least number cf persona 
partisipatin* la whatever enterprise. 

... ^ 

Bab la max in and uawrlm airlaad *oriavhia wife). * ■ 
ana mxa. oonant I mat her at. the skidd), the child itself, 
some other woman'and a couple of little girls, sort of S or 4 
yearq old. All sf them have skins lighter than hint, 1 suppose, 
XO loo? » 0?n i .18 7 rt‘ if -r.x .• 08 a fens M 

......ixoa xeartei 


I 
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sino* they tsnd to go to some length to pzoteet thems©ires 
from any darkening effects of the sun s rays, *ika me, thy 
•an. If the/ hate a mini to, speak English that sounds 
like £Oth sentuxy civilised conversation, and like mo, they 
•an, as 1 have hoard tham on the telephone. Blip baok into 
ante holism "nigger** with the gxoate t of ease, jehey had 
obviously dressed for the oooaelon, aunday clothes from the 
obvious newness, hat withal in the same taste that one would 
encounter on the streets of any olty, and after they had 
gone, ▲ pondered mush over the matter, perhaps a little 
more sympathetic fox them them 1 
it seams to them to rata as 8md class aitisams for mask of * 
thoix lives in afuisianm,<4ovon though they are hound to pass 
as 1st class, white people whan hayaad the confines of their 
native parish, .5 wo.l j. Efw ,suslf'. 

Purely 1 oould speculate, en the whys and wherefores if 
their situation, —from now until ‘room's ^ay, and let un 
hope that whan that i*ay dawns, everybody's ooloz will hare? 
fadad or intensified into a hum undiatingui Bhable and 
suah tomfoalary aa to whether a poison hah a drop of this' 
or that tsrpm of racial blood has passed out of the pioture 
of things important, . ; 

wf the anolosuras, there lan t anything ox.vast moment, 

Imt ■‘• thought you would bo glad to see that aelenc'ls apparently 
getting along alright, . she news in the other latter that 
'Amain Joseph!ns uranew aids and aeusim wuida may gat 
into the t>me *iver sountry in -vguat is arresting, ‘ i shall 
oonwy the news aoross the fanoa on the morrow, for while 
the people will be earning in part to aoo me, perhaps, they - 
are, after all, kin to the aenrye and not to mo, and whatever 
entertaining ie c .to be done might as well start aff am 
that basis, 

, • no uc.J l oi . . r ; 


*oday's sudden embryo oloudbuxst tended to put thei 
sinnia8 nearest the suets saves imte oonvulsona, end a four 
or five foot convulsion is something to untangle in,view sf 
the brittld nature of the stalky of the things, it was 
a sight to sea the 1* .foot rhillipine lilioe booing and 
swaying in'the sudden gnats at wind, somehow their Movements 
rssallod those splendid ^in*e in Usoar elide'e “Birthday of 
the xnfanta* in which the different verities‘of flowers have 
a go at each other in a manner of speech as ridiemlews as 
heard an rfcoaelen from the Alps sf human beings. - . t 

, * . u t ! ;c - • • 

•but the hour advances and x must roll up my sleeves, 
knook out' some mail, and them oollapss into a pool of 
render af. 


, .:• 

ooiL- i a i.hits.i aafl.it. Jtrotfn gain 
,5 ' ; »:-a - OJ oo < <•■ 

cc 4 , t.ii Oi -f ... a 1 oi 

X ' r-. mir l). .V ,iu ... uoi:' 


tl It':. i!)v .. • 

fhursday, July Idth, ISM. 

j. ..tolrr-xoiraroo 'iria 

£©-«3c So rrolTih'r.'M' . yaivooc 

: J it X Oil £j; ■■ iitid ZO \ lO .lSffi 

... ~ 30,3 i V t V 


... ShJ 


.j.i >t' 


Memorandum) 

tixaii oi ©oiTfwic .blow _^ HPI.. 

mow nice to find your elegant letter of tetjuday In 
today‘a post, 

- :uxdd jUlrto osd a salt!t m dosti o an 

i .am altogether enchanted to find so many delightful 
vignettosof your days spent in the neighborhood of the fsmily 
hearth and ths.pvpnings In the environs ft $he aity, 

•. end A loved your account*! the doings sf eur fsathorsd 
and fugred friends in the *otanieal wardens, 1 especially 
enjoyed the pioturas af the.fellewe »h# would gather mp the 
pleads sf broad, taking tfcjf^o the water t# eoak.ftfeem.a bit 
before consuming same. #hfte used to bf a big ell swan, in 
the Mama aa lake at fetit ttlanen who, on findi^ the lira* trust 
top.h^A, havina an a# on a aeoond pieoa, would t»ok the 
first hard one under hex *lng,a* the water lino and than, as 
thought it had bean consumed, stick up her n#ek for the second one, 
.ummindtul p! tho clamoring of thu other water fouls all around her, 
obviously feeling that her initial ration was quite secure in 
^ssfety. After all the bxead>ad bs«a fod, aha 
would fiddle and fuss around, sticking he* head Aown Ut# the mud 
along the margin sf the lake, saoingly hunting far aome norssl 
that had escaped the others, and than, after all the rest had 
depart#*, aha would slyly inffrt hex beak down under her wing, 
swallow in® wnple thing, - >y that tins »«11 soaked, ana then with 
a vast jlattfr of lings, take to the air, smiling aver the suzfsss 
sf the l*k;s three ffst above it,, settling down at tno far one whore 
she made a great : pr a tens# at smoothing her feather, although 
actually the flight fallowing the eating of the oonooalad portion, 

3 St hand eliminated any ruffle that had bean sausaa hy the hiding 
the arust. i had, forgotten about this old favorite of mine u.til 


flO^l'IO 


yon mentioned the dnki_ 
and the thoughts.of .the 

' 1 ot a*~ 

*nd thanks for tel 
piOdTAOtisn^^i ‘ 
about the latter only 
'What's 4y Aine" when 


ing practised by tha aotanioal neighbors, 
OBhansad the pleasure ft ft hex for mo. 

O tod In d V \ i 1J v ] 'j *1 

vM. the Julius was I 
^ .nothing sf the ti 

_ Sfcanoed ; to bo list 

dan tho sfarm ff tha *olba <piti 




itfiq axaislom 

ana use 
, ’», and : know 
ling to i 

waa the 




guoatan the radie Sogram, '^ fern mentioned A»auis wilhotu'as Julius 
waoaar # j.ho last time I asm him oa eroaduay ha appeared 


TOrfi 


08 O il 
'Oi i bU.x 


I 









t 
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a8 v&Ib&x xozgia m some kina ol a bleed and thunder, lmt beautiful 
ran* 1*1 an of * 80 »e talks rotolving about Italian Jtenaieaanoe 
plat and eeuntex-plet, mb 1 ohanoe ta ba re-reading ax* 
aoourby a xandition at j»envenute # a autobiography, tha 
memory ax the ualhexn presentation earn® back with nnaaaal 

wividneaa* jciBbriiitcr "‘- ; - 

and speaking of tha wxittan uoxd, i ohanoa ta hoax 
whax1® a Wollingwoed tonight whan* a® nantionad that tad ay 
ailair® Molloohad diad in hie *>••, and that ha had laft 

«•»*»»*. **"“* .. 

UWhmrt l M it bd daidt «i * a xeb rrjoz loseajeaglj 

fieuxa bit ae potential a idfcgei an a dirty, infeetd xag blowing 
about the atieete at a fcieat eity. a thought ha uefke 
. thing up Tiaatotlullx a loliata on® of hia paxanta uao 

g gSgafegi • 5 d •-*’ « 

ero- Sot. •xflr;r:x ;igaioea ,®.. , o..t tsiyi..- **'.-■■ 

b«. and so the nag idol day haB be n tat for tha nujptialB, 

M t ua hold th® thought that day io dohie^Od and that ®uexything 
V worts out ta Utoxyona‘8 satisfaction "ran apaak so touohingly 
- af tha dhxiatiln'viituea df tha mother of tha bride. hat ua hope, 
fox hex eata eapeoially, all goes wall and that hax awn burdens 
;S SS thJliglitei when the fledgeling tribe ha own winga. 

hang arm noa you uili parhapa hata notiaad tha tB*?*** 7 **.. 
xha annual nlxaola transpired this afternoon between *f«© and d. 

, it naa fairly warm this morning, fol|ig4 hy a briaf ahowax at 
ana ©bleok, fiaaad by a fl*at af ai^Klna* ^ auppaaa it naa tha 
■aiatux® plus th® h®at that tuxMd » txiok 1 haven* 
any under standing-aa to ahy i mlk® A|: a faak®t about tha 
first bio shin of the butterfly lilieMtoh year but x hate n® intenton 
of i dlseating a roan ax anunaxating’all tha_ahadinga in a 
glorious sunaet ax th® tibxationaisauing fxi|# tha heart ol a 
loved an®. Suffice it is to aooept th® faajT i guaaa, that 
theaa lilies and a oortaitt nias naa hata a heap of mutual -attributes, 

and i lota thorn..*•• 



a .:t *•.qjjoo a -7. . a: i i , ■: <ic9»3 -ft ■ r -» - ^ 

t f- .'t jrrittay, eu ly LUtn, ISM* 

- f • 

•oteAmow xo xednad* ®xl? redound cxatlg area asitfaae i 

.... ■ 

3 * in si »T0 > • • • 

namoxandai bsu* ,?• < <-*;• • , 31 

'/■ i*,"v j I ,<>» > . ;>>»/. — i. 0 i.v : * » 1 ^ ilA 

xoday 1 a weather pattern naa also at* Identical to yeataiduy *a, 

t 

•I 

___ w _ w _ __ _ . . .. r _ them 

to andloaa end oaoh of halaay in the i^ell, iauton -aye®, *nna 
xitaall ,rm ao an. •- *> ^ - 1 - •. 

t j x o io .'.i 1 C X.w. i>«» Jon ion ,.'Z. tl > i 

, . vt'. anith and nx*' xiaxaa af tha u* 3* Agxioulturo atatien in 
Shxatapoxt wax# hex® fit dinnax. -x aleays an|ay than and 
than aontaxaatitn is unfailingly antextaming ana of tan 
inatxuatita. x.Uant to ahaxo thia llttlt°8td*y if nr. anith*a 
wilsil you i 

•x becicl ,jj'i »• ; J <'* * - 1 1 • ® ■ 

A teaoher was trying to oxplain tho ay stories -#f gxannax 
to a flats, notabla noithax fox thOix intaxaat nox tnay 
bxillianay* The aafinitian Of "xxepositien 11 uaa rdoitad and 

P gi , 

«A a«uixxal tuna Uf the txai**, —*«p* if a pfapoaition, ax 
■AM. afuixxal xuna down a traa", — ^douii^ ii a preposition, oi 
-A atuixxol runs axeund a ttaa, w * •around'^ ia a preposition* 

.■ - 

, a little iatax tha oiaea uaa gitan a taut in gaxaaonax, ana 
tuostion being: -Uhat la a prepoaition* * 

una atuaant dalivexed* thia buavowen J ^ 


b A3£lsiC[ an? ffl 

aay'iiiiing « a^uixifai o^ai ao ^ vxai*.. 1 ' 

c ’ 


.juu 7 .7 1 wor. 73 ^ won*wood 

"a pMapoax wxon i-a unything a aquliThl Qaux 

0.08X01 r. 27 i 88o-'01 _ 

j ' i,,r '^ If!0 dxlJ 8 


.tlaaeb el 

"ti** 1 -•.Lt 3j 78 oao ,7 05 7 0..1 

in the realm ot aoxxaspondanoa, thaxa aaam to ba aptax&l iteoa 
xwhich i ahnO.1 sana eong, oithor hareuith ox under separata eovax, 
although mono af than are af any parti euiax* inteta at,:; xha 
bread ana,butter• note from eelid xnne vUilboau or Aafayetta, hA*, ia 
noteworthy, however** baaauaa thi ohild hia 1 |uat xaaohad hex l*th year, 
and aaama to ba unusual far writing at all in thia day and ago* 


* 

f 
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rtJ 


In the pilgrimage Motion, i reaeived a oeuple this 
aftornoon, following a to lophone conversation this morning, 
during which tfhey said th’ey were passing through this region 
and, hating heard about aelrose, wea anxious to tisit it. 
i assume they were given my number by the Chamber of wommereo, 
sinoe my telephone isn't listed. »hen they arrived, they 
did not stop at the front gate, but drove in at e. ***• 
eattla gap, parked the ear by the side gate, and theji> wandered 
erf in the direction of the garden where celeste cultivates 
roses behind her ho^sf. sew the. get the inspiration te. 
drive in, x ean*t imagine for as A ees at the stare, wham 
they arrive*, I was well awarb of the fast they step 

along the road between the bridge and here* *hey wpre very a 
pleasant peopls, — ans i think they were mulattos#. fheVs 
all thete Is to that'story except to romark that se they both 
spoko in a manner not at all like Cane aiver residents, 

1 assume they really did hail fro*, the west »oast, but.l still 
am wondering by what‘instinft they drove along the 

* othore then 

QVfffG "I ! d0.t 
i^Oi a 


routo to the eidft gate ifiieft is noffg •upleyed;by;o 
' ^ed rwith ths Msiroe® h«t-m». A . 

lira tslophoned mo this morning, soaking immediate 


people well aSquftint* 


let adeeming 


information. She and. a. ft* recently puxohesed s lot 
their place, running from the highway te wane aivey,: apposite 
-atehitochod. with a mind to cleaning up the piece*, they had i 
turned in some of their prise aheap te broisee around and had * 
out down an anoient ohorry laurel street whoso trunk was about 
gone but whoso big linty# -Still, supported % young. forest of 
ledves end the letter were ^at-in aueh e way At A* provide excellent 
fodder f dr the sheep, ^hen somebody thi* morning it old wia - 
that they had heard oherry laurel would kill eowe and ura, of 
course, was ourlous to find out if it would MU ehoep* *•©, 
and'so had telephoned. 1. recommended she discourage the ., 
sheep from eating the le’avee after they had dried' but that A had no 
idea hew long it took them te wither... X must a eh somebody 
in the plants dna animal know-how Just how it is that 
the cherry aanrel leaves can he psten green plthout any harm 
bhing done, and how the withering prooese be-gets a poison that 
is deadly. At*s the only plant A ever, heard of which it. 
meat te the bovine at one stage and peleon at the next. 

hut I apprpaeh the end' of m* page end the day, and tomorrem 
begins the week end. i have appointments for next week, hut am 
hoping aathrday and oun^ay may be^pmparatifelyrtulet, both o; 

•at tjds hand of the river and at yours.,.,.,. 

' i3l '.s ri* i : JA ghimw rot lairs mu ed oJ ome m baa ■ 


,f Qi 






J5 UJ 9- 


91 


lorr bn<9 
a 1 bra 

a* 




Sunday, duly ltth, lifts. 

xim al , 

! utsups eorton. ^ strixled ffl a * L 

. , - - • : 

gmm 

■ 

It has been dxisallng end raining, faining a dris*litg p 'since 

. ._j i i »a«v,a* 11 la lllralv ta’lia Atkina 


bOsi 



Off 


10 

i;f*> II 3 V 
J 


n U 


she azxived about ft o'ol^oek and remained u til IX e*clock 
tMa ...nu*. , 

She had a letter from holiday mag seine, reminding her that 
if the wane aivex story is to bo used, lx travelogue style,’it 
must not execs* l,ftOO words, ehs had wlpped together muoh of 
the material we haft trottad out,an hex last visit, and 1 rftoommsnded 
that wa should go ahead and finish tha artila regardless of the 

_— a « e^e * » i-« x- --* “ 


~ wiBb urn Bnuuxa gy anu»a *ua iiiuwi tu* w **!•****•■ wx 

word limit; after sh^sh, jiben. th# thing iscomplete, we ten do 
a bit of chopping on our own hook, end leave e let fox the 
editors to hook at, Of ooursa it is ridiculous o attouip. uoiag 

i'l __ A _ 1 EAA J. 14 a.. 4 a *■ A a 

tui eU 

reason 
-ut 


WVAB wW sswg V* wv.»e mv « v ~ —Jr --« 

su.igle on Ju .« uiver in l.fiOOvwoxds if one is to present any 
son for a magazine reader to work up interest in the locality. 
-« x am under the impression tha editor might be e little mere 
generous with word limitations, ones he has seen a fleck sfj pretty 
pietux../ 

waioiya is Atill enthusiastic ever the prospects of her 
property ana although.she isn t making any payments an it, i 


Stiff J 
il- :i 

WJID* WtV ««»•,“. •“» — - » —W AT —W * E’tf ^ 

suppose, she was nevextheleaa-negotiating far additional lent 
en Saturday morning before coming dewm here. It teems 7ft 
100 seres of land adjoining hers has s pretty little lake end some big 
pinft Ptxees on it. end the would like.to persuade the owner Je 
sell. i x can rmeil imagine shat Asian would have to aey about that, 

▲nd speaking of aelen, waxol^n says *#lan xeeeiva tft thousaanc 
coilax b fox naxaaeo helcimge* 1 euppese it was a pretty place, 

vL. .. ie iIaIUvs aid-ht nrattv.' tM. 


3 Ot 


.V 4 i.ni R A. V. u...... — _ —- — - 

but of sour as 7ft thousand dollars .might leek pretty; tee, 

■ :• : ti *r5r. j i ■ K .■ 


tt u o °.l .ff 
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uaroljm brought a little figure of a odor* hoy, la _ 

aeate.d posture, perhhaps 10 inohee square at the base, and net more 
then that in height, -*-t is made of piaster or some suoh, and is 
painted in gaudy oolora, - the faee blaok-blaok, the eyes white- 
white, and the coloring of the olothing startlingly red, yellow and so on. 
a plaoed it slap in the middle of the big pot where the Surrounding 
water hyaointhes tend to tone it down somewhat by partially oovexing 
it, and i am counting Sn the weather to giro it a patina of « age 
before long, it was certainly kind of her te contribute this 
item although id all frankness, a must confess, it is not precisely 
what a might hate envisioned for such a situation, eventually a may 
rind something a bit more to my fanOy, and if so; there will be plenty 
of less conspicuous places, for the present occupant'of the oenter surface 
of the big pot. 

ip view of uarolyn l s presence, I of oourse did not get to 
tune in eh i>r. Bryson* As I recall, the discussion*win to oenter 
around Moby uiok and merman uelvill, about which i should have liked to 
learn something, since never Aid succeet in wading through that 
epus, albeit i two or thro? times have takdn a whaek at It. But 
perhaps the thing will be recorded eventually,*and then a can catch up 
a bit, although, as of up to new, nothing by way of d peep has been 
forthcoming either from Dr. Bryson or the library of Congress regarding 
my recommendation concerning the recordings* •• « - * 

, • 

Ahe rain this afternoon and tonight has brought the 
thermometer down ; to the upper ;70*a,so that the ladies across 
the fence ough,t to experieno* aqulte pleasant temperaurers as they. 

•head down the road at dam tomorrow in thedireetion of Biloxi for 
their week s outix« in an air conditioned eatablishment. t he 
same rdin induoed • giant clustszs of buttorfly lilies tb * v 
unfold their heavenly levliness along the gallery and i r marvel 
at the almoet identical timing they all employed to bring forth 
their delicate beauty and delicious perfume* enuring a half hour 
along-about 1 first dark when the drlssle* had thinned to hlmoBt a 
mist, seven humming b}.xds, without the protection of individual 
or group parasols, stood by while aarliex arrivals were busy extracting 
JS! ll0m blossome. It wee ell very pretty and Z was 

thinking .how much lfttls miss ass and 1188 ssllid iould have^Jnjoyed 
•sharing the sight with ms, ^ * 

,^ 14 JSVW hom r *^t n *!* A S*®* * #t *• “dil »l» 10 h was neglected 
earlier tpday. I am bPB&hg yo»,too, have glimpsed feathered friends 
this woekf erlde ###99 


wi» 
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YUCCA HOUSE 


Melrose Plantation 
Melrose, Louisiana 


. . r| :to s i 1 91 *n : V i eo m 3 . . 
©kJ ao s 4f» rev ; •••» uv 

— , . 

av via STiqsni IX Jw {it'O ' iJi 


Monday, -uly 8»th, 1»*»« 

3 i>we , scuts erf3 ll o 3 ^jr.ijol34i.le 
au ieon's dfid v ia'on oi ’jam o^oq 
|s 

eouol.ooce t-.W i h" #u>. hi ^ m sJ i • ^ r” 

t oIqoo. io q- -i iua-. ,nolr. vox pc m • 

. i .• e i .tUotf l %lttu rfoirfw iro leabsdrfobfll a, erf clu;* farff 

memorandum 1 

: -it s |»s* like the eibls say: Uf a se elair, • , 
not eieji ms reel eeuld error it;. * . ; t c loo.. 

ihms spare We *mrr -ere 

**U-r#-*u*J ^ reuexnsd thie mining Item the Bo*^ Off led., 

naturally, I toad to examine the psokare^ f 011 ** 1 ?* 3 ®*, y0iuf 
splendid gift, eraok off the bat, and naturally I chdwdd iT#n 
it to^hag wheee ebpervatien waa apontaeaeoua after he had given 
a good gander to tbs luces reproduction* 

And »■ he expreeted my «■» feeling with greater Agree 
.v,- t aail ii I hie word* stand for mine, ted, exeept 
rj i« tho lllght 1 llhd la tk gilt oal 

the giver* 

T ink try to tor- mU to uoo thlo ototlono*, i»«logl» 
° for ^gfhtto totot i. «t it la‘h.ipp« 

to^Sw.S* -ianAj-}” 111 " 


Ur 


Lde I wanf te uee^t for all my 

ee much pleeaardj tf X »akd use 

nii^riJoi witlaiut^ .^looi n^togU^gJi^^^ 


oor»ospoa*aaa*._tt ottoia to 


loom tho llluotxotloa *t ^ho hoaoo ohoaoo tho r" 

-* • ' w 0 • . : • . ' 


„,i7i 

li 


lot: i- 


te 

dieoover 

L*-J - . Us A . , ■‘til 

** in times pa.t, I mu'a.t oenf... > .a.^er.v.x wbnting^ e 
preserve notes frem Paula Wlange, not for 
contained but mdsely beoauee 1 cm bo enchanted 
piotSeof Barlangd Plantation ehioh appeared on aome^ the 
note stationary atoe, used ts. smpley, »•, £ foaf• se**^ . 

o o . o . o o ' ~ '3 bfld 


*. m A f: 
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implied might-mats sasual correspondents receiving Isttsxs onthis 

itationar* to do the same, even though whatever appears on the 

?2t strikes me. --perhaps this stationary will inspire me on 
my part to make theoontents more la harmony wit the emeelienee 
of the Yuooa reproduction, and for a heap of P* 0 * 1 ** H 

that would ho an indebtedness to yen which only I would realise. 

On the home front, the ladies got off for *ilcxi a little 
after ft e'olbok this morning, ant this late hear haws no doubt 
£en lonj encased in their^iee bom* en the *nlf Qeeet. * ■« 

Beginning at Its JO this neon, the weather man pareeled out 
the’Tsame kind of weather he passed sSownd yesterday, —a brisk 
rain, followed by an afternoon of drissle. In spite of that 
inclemency, however, two different appointments, were kept by 
pilgrims who patdlel through mad but ditn t seem, to mind. 

Ihe first group of about • people, perhaps ♦ ladles ant an 

unmercifully, altbowh everyone was very nioe. Perhaps getting 
off an the wrong foot «A| the statement of a Ms. drove who 
modestly annet^ed 1 that he had the largest collection in the world 
of ahtibelta Paintinge. *alUtinge-*r* tha-th ng hawaato* 
to see and 1 felt he wae absbtng what interested the.others 


what interest ad the.others 


hope that ^ might see the drove eolleWtloh whioh seems^to be we 
famous and so behtftifWI, 0 I should really like to see Jj'ai 
a matter of fast, but'somehow Mtt\ *rovo bored' me be emeessively 
that I didn t bother to restrain myself from displaying a reserved 
SiSaim «**#*»•«** l : wt mlt-Flt,"- 

t* 8S£5«. *52 tt»t ttaM» to •»« thlt*. m,. (« i f.U th. .am. 
wav about'hi® #nt en departing, he ^threatened to return in february 
to*see^hewilnoso magnolias, bit x warned him to write. for an 
appointment, *e livss i® *« w tleans, ± believs, and I trust 
hSwtavs there in rebruaxy, at least. 

1 couple of letters obids;-to* hand but of me particnlar 
moment although you will relish that xitkian friohall has to 
bZ Carolina's vast depression, the reason being we unenpeoted. 

and so ox aok-pet.«••••« A gain my thanks for sush happiness this station 
ary is guaranteeing me,,.... 
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YUCCA HOUSE Melrose Plantation 

Melrose, Louisiana 

otfc nl .i iacioc o ■ W' £<0 ° 

t . . r „ i. , r. * .juesday, duly list, ltd*. 

' ,v ij <- e ... j' ' x ,:nC* .>f o' ; 

.• .. , 

■ ’' 

nemo rents* 1 

: • - , . : • : - > 

ass nioe to find your elegant is hues ex weonesaay and 


▲huxsaity in. post. 


. Ic:. 


x am so glad to haft news about all the subjects 
you touched en. b am espeeially delighted ts knew hew 
thing# axe shaping mp for august 1st. and mast . 
espeeially that a. is finding things so mash te her 
liking in the basinets bxasket which yew engineered te ewexyene's 
satisfaction. shat a ales warm feeling it must generate around 


your own heart. 

1 o *. v on redo iIs berevoc 


*mor«*r nood bnri i8Tin3 
Jael-tu70 cJ tvr.:i J 


otosi vrw iinfOcx^^boSffpc 8i _ tvn . 

another weals publication has terns te hand which 1 need net, 

and which I shall accordingly sand slang forthwith. 

and thanks fox tailing me sbont the,continued publication 
of flaleix de jrraaoe. It is piss te knew that suck things surtivs 
the rigors ef the age.; 

,i - . .w. a : ■ * 

i noted with interest yeux sbessvstione regarding 
the shipment ef thf stntionsxy. xuok was with.the paokage, 
fax it appexantly was bownsed. —somewhere along the xoute. - 
on sae ef thf corners which didn't damage tbejpapex but. 
tended ts band it a little, as in tbs lews? right hand fsxnex 
of this sheet, whish may ex may net be netieeable. x bare 
put the package index a pxsst in the bindery, and x think 1* 
a day ex so it will net even be netieeable. xhe bounce 
mutt have been a fsilly hefty one sines the paper wrapping 
was split from corner to eoxnex but the split, induced by 
the sudden strain, did aft spsn up, and as the oentsnts, save for 
ene ex. two sheets, waxen t slfestsd at all. Perhaps a dab ef 
oaxdboaxd, either en fhe*top ex the bettem, would have warded off 
thie strain, but whctyex that be so «r not, the package came through 
with its contents lntaet, and, if I may repeat myself, as of 
yesterday, I am perfeotly deiightd with the whole composition, 
and particularly the thought behind it. bless your heaxt. 


I 
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And may * thank you fox sotting mo straight about tho 
location ol tho 'an Portlandt house at Qxoton-on-uudeon, X 
have always bean floored the way the earlier ooleniet in the 
uudson valley especially, were no sooner finishing one house than 
they were starting,another, .he Aivingsvone, *an Wortlandes, 
rhillips and so forth, all seemed to follow the same patter, 1 
used to ponder on how the Philips original home, sltoa|ed there 
in the center or things at xonkerw, must hare been rery mu oh in 
the oountry in oolenial days, and jut they had that oountzy place 
up yonder at »obbs retry where x used to week end ooeaaionally. 

Whenever x think of it, X think of that line: 

£ U< v t -V <* LC0W *0 J. -t w* ju ± > 1 a a i 0-' j.H WO a 

-.plus que prineiere, presque tojtle. 

flagnt- it odd you shuld hare etumhled orer new erInkles 
in dispensing of tea at |ust the moment the subject hid been v 
brought up, A8 regards the'covered pitcher and the lee bucket* 

X find it* so oonrenient to employ then both* fez thd iee in 
the boreret piton-r always ran author father, so be more . p»eelee, always 
tended to melt, away lea? nature l was finished reaming tad - 
before my thirst had been quenohed, xhanks to the splendid' 1 iee 
bucket, x don t hare to over-lead the oorezod pitoher any more but 
, J oan place both objeote on my tray and pzeoeed in a oirillaed and 
satisfying fashion to my heart's oontent, -• - ■ 

un the ht.'Pd front,^ourdaily rain came at dawning instead 
of high noon, and that pleased mey ad it allowed me to souffle 
around in the f ter noon without getting tee bogged’down In mud, 
xhe olerk ana x rigged up a breakfast on our own hook. - grapefruit, 
baoen and eggs, toawt andvcoffee and the oterseer joined us for 
a spot of coffee, 1 At meen*we ate at •, n.^s, the maid in that 
establishment stirring up a nice dinner for a child of d§ or Id 
summers,' xonlght we supped again atnthe big house, as in the 
morning*, leaning Warily on pionio foods, Xhey T brought ? ■ • 1 
Juanita back from the hospftainthis afternoon and,i suppose) 
she wilt be putting in an appearance within a few day#, * hope, 
it is toe eatly to hare post cards from *lleni where x trust 
the ladles are enjoying their inside-air .dohdltftening outing, 
bovEhat o:U 3xd Tenloo 03 ton too jot? 31las e> 

xhe latest-ahufxling uov 4 In euslneaaaeens nought slth 
intereating poteiuioid, X shall follow the next more witd^atteiitlon, 
it ie so noble or you to keep me imermea, in Spite of tne o&nuioapa 

in tiie' ceujtiaiiiOption,field? £ ut silence will always oe anuei stoou,.... 

o y a , . i ii ,orts ,3o«’Tnl eario? ?i 

f ifolai vc imc:: olon 13 , 

•: i. , i. . - . util.wo . .•( . : . ;f 
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.Itofererda si ctotJuia utomtxoqx* .« .« wdJ io .tu 

.aoenea v. teas rose U boas-' i . . 

j» . if- - wwdneeAay, July Und, 1SW. 

, tnOTOu ^T<i 30T0O& li iJ beulqo -3 -> • ’’. tOT 

,enaa [ - wrea i.i ■ 

• swiaiwoxz eua > eoa« ease oi i eat bon? aaii3Ten3«i^i 

Memorandumi . e, uo* no . t> 

,dolhw , 

just off hand, don't you really like the new stationary,,,*, 

taring had it to hand now sines aonday, X am already 
so aceustemsd to it, —in spite of the faet that a. hare done 
much by way of oorrosppudoniss, - that it seems as though 
l had always been using it* with xueea slap in front of me 

tne new lee bucket along Bide, X feel ae happy as • elam, •- 
fwd ail t as, in so many ether instances, thanks to little mice xee, 

suit to keep the weather pattern straight, we had another 
shower today, perhaps two, *vexything looks wonderfully green 
in the gardens,:**apd im the setten field, tee, for that matter. 
nut6 rain, - about one drop la enough, knocks off the jetton 

bioseems and where erer a cotton blossom drops, ns bell erer 
appears, but the cotton plant, as “j;* 

kaman heart which-tends to oerreot.itself if giren on • 
opportunity« the eetten plant, if it leases tae many bieseoma, 
tend8^ ta. add extra anew as the season edreneee, if earlier ones 
foil to produce a eerie* or belle on the initial go»zeund,^and 
ee, if mV should get about teenty days bf dry 
rJ ahead,,there wsuld be as many gobs of fruit as seheduled, Zhezs 
.is but. sne fly inithis ointment, --the sesthsr-report tails 
. for. cloudy weather with woattesed showers for the " 

xhsbabiue niter is approaehing flood stage again, **}*** i *f. 
the may flsods and the #wne drought, but tns aaiias flows bldp 
•south into the 'uif and although the upper reaohea sf 
usd alter ere slid ts he swelling, there appears to be ms liklihesd 
of any high water in this area, 

I i 4 . . th . 

»etween ahowers this morning, I dropped Idgr houses down the 
road ts say aswdy ta euanlta, Aha is'Shat the expattd would 
dub a wstr patient, im-that she instinotitsly tries ta gits 
the impression that Ira*.hen.wantage paint on the soumtsfperns, 
the world lwwks bright and fair, but x believe she is 
along alright, and will probably b# back an the Job again along 


f 
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about Monday, 

Mr* Alban of tha u. a. experiment station in Shreveport, 
was bar# fox dinnex today, X asked if seaxetaxy no naan baa 
. doing light by tpia paaana aaotion of the Agriculture department. 
ux. Alban talks Yaxy littla bat opined that Secretary hanaon had 
pxobably never heard of a peoana. jrxora what dr. a, furthex aaid, 

X gathex that the dxaatia oats made by tha Agriculture department 
haa aliminatad fuxthar work an long range studioa r initiated 
andax tha *ooeovolt Administxation, whioh, had they bean maintained 
.. a little longer, would hare xoduoed results in tha field 
of knoelodge that would bean invaluable, &e mentioned, among 
other thing8, that word am tha eapanaaa beetle, had been dia- 
oontinaad, and ha seemed to feeV that, wee not only a great pity 
bat simply * penny wise, pound- foeliah**, rrobably yea sea refer enoaa 
to saoh matters in the press and as axe better acquainted with 
-- the details than a, bat a psa these observations along, thinking 
that personal opinions, of these concerned with the: aotuel work 
of the sudoral agencies, is always interesting as e commentary on 
inewa reporta. , dr. Alban has been with the eervloe twenty five yeare, 

. . r . 0 . .. I : .; 3 ’ I V- , . : O , I»0 J I 

seek “all. sent, me their rough sketch, bailed down to meeable 
else, ef thejoyous ooaet sketch, it wee om tisaue paperan 
•bieh a hard pencil wee employed, t, xhe salient feaesea seamed to 
conform to,my larger.design bap 1 there needed to be some-ad|aatments 
made in the lettering, ate,, aaohof which a . succeeded iu getting 
f into the farm sad atyla a wanted. As X anderatand.it* this will 
ba tranaoxibed with ink, and if so, and the thing eeems eefttable 
fax saoh purposes, we.,might have it photographed befexa returning 
it to soak Mall fax final eweeutien. ee shall sea, rexhaps it 
would bo better to:return the pee eketeh so them directly, after 
it is submitted to as, asking, them to. f exwar tilt - to yea tome time 
dur Lqg the meaafeetaxing proeees At suppose that woula etiXl give us 
ample opportunity to prepare pablioity prior to* the *.loses of 
the plates thomaelvee* ,J iw» 0 3 .,rm scouit .. a 


Thursday* ***** IMS* 


aemexandaml 

low nioe to find your gay 

« • a __ ___▲ 


letter ef Beturday in 


this morning's post. 

It baa miss ta learn that yoj* toe, 

_ —- 1 sunuoae tha naw heights to bhion y 

I ware'seiling bad a tendinoyj. ptooont 
advantage oub auepieea, 


fender *eaf 
thaxmOMtex 

under mbst 1 

perhaps 3 r@Si* W» 

i yid may-1 thank yea moat sinoerel; 
an several peinta regarding the rrudhei 
to band at saoh an appropriate time, ■ 
sketch start, to jail, ^bjnkatojjar 
the as paints, —spalling* JatOa, ata,. 

Beak *all, bard an the"heels ef the re 
went forward today, and ao will xaeoh 
ample time to be adjusted properly, 

f 

she so or oh for oorreet epollinaa* 
more oonfaeing thing* 1 oan think ex, 
records *hano* ia aometiaea apjlib* li 
yea pointed eat, acmetimee with an* "■ 

Another one ef fierre Bmanael s aone-fc 
im three different property transfers, 
Achilles, - 

IhtsiiAwo or thro* leealoitiaenjef 


ni, n X min th»t« »« 

M MM 

ly fox aetting mo straight 
.jama olan. It eomaa 
fast bafort tha final 
ir unfailing trillianoa of mind, 
..will bo flown slang ta 


three Way a "in t® 

you not wilttan 
hqv# let tha thi 
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particulars In such varying ways, but it is ay wish to gat 
everything Just as oorxeet as psssibla as it will finally appear 
in tnis siith volume 6f the Mans mivex history, that * am 
tremendously indebted to you for lending me suoh a generous hand. 

A was so delighted to discover that yeu and 1 were both listening 
to Charles Colllogwood when he mentioned the death of *ilaixe 
eelloe. It seems so natural, somehow, that we both* should have 
been equally pt*hoMy the epitaph, as recited by nr., ^Uingwoed, 
and reported by eaoh of us In our exchange of letters* 

iearne .of <* a.*s interest in mgude Adams when tne other 
night at supper, he mehtionjd that she had died^and that'he had 
seen her in Peter *un in Xtll* it Seems she ha& a'wealthy girl friend 


Friday, July 24th, 196#, 


Memorandum j 

:. x ' ' ' • • ‘ * J 

mot 'this memo but the two enclosed letters are the 
interesting t ing. 

jfhis is the only time in our correspondence of years that 
names have been substitued for *ora and hottie. before the 
xenon ^eaf hour arrives, 1 shall knock of a letter, •• 
not to *ames but to 'bora, don t you think so* 

* 

• a am glad to see that the letter written Sn the d*y 
followii£ zim “blue u one ssema b« inoxeete th«t ne**»whhy 
has hveken tnewo^i. again. l am nwtureelly dellgnted, too, 

that nora liked luoea, too* 

,o 

■e have had a oumioas day ana teuignt seems equally so. 
at tne moment, fo*- instance, a nioe fat moon is shining radiantly 
in the southern sky as a gentle rain plays a tatoo on the broad 
suxiabe8 or tne banana leavee. A oouple i times during 
the day the same thing occured, —brilliant sunshine as litxle snowers 
descended xrom Over head. i xeoiton tne rainbows must nave been 
lovely. For tne first time in my life, 1 find myself 
wondering if s full moon would eve* give su ficient intensity 
of light to produos a rainbow. I suppo« not. 

™ 08 *i '•* ’ * 

It goes without saying that tne humidity stands »». about 
100 thebe" days and while the thermometer touches toe mia tO‘s 
during the day, it nas a way of falling uo tne mid 70 s at nignt, 

r,vl,or rival IflT n nnonle ill LOO COUntTV. a» VO fchOW, 


Margaret Moose—I'ownsend 
that the Acting *rimo minister 

s n "i«: ssifiiii r at 

i. *xhat, —and that was nothing 
formation was most illuminating 
tw^ of them hays Up oourage 


the " 

Is to their 


i4 t** instance, 

1175 u; 

E it'lhat during 
bae» « oloudl.es a 


tb« mtH liwi.n.u n )'t 


tne rieubh 
wnexe i sh 


*sodor mead, 

P 7 H!* 
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1 was talking with a. B. -illlums ceroey. ae enia n# 
tim u rwoCnviy n«a ouu«»ion to go over soma the the AQhille 
^rudhomme deeds recently and that he had noticed in 
the county ^ourt xeoords in three different conveyances, the name 
was spelled "Axohil", "Aohilles" and “Achilla*, hetermined to 
settle the mattei te his own satisfaction toy consulting 
one of the ante helium maps, issued lay the Government, aid 
the plats so oontrived as to carry the name of eaoh owner 
written on eaoh holding, he was wonderfully i pressed to 
find all the names of the Pruahommes written out in full, such 
g g rierre Jtinaxxuel Prudhomme, «»ean Bapti'te rrudhomme, Lestan 
Prudhonsne. rhano'r rrudhomme, -“ar jisse rrudhomme and so on, hut 
to the last'one for which he was searching, where upon he couldn't 
help! giggling, for in hold letters i't stood, the only one 
hearing not the whole name hut the initial, —*A. Prudhomme » 


un the Joyous Ooaat plate it will appear as Achilla rxudhonme, — 
thanks to 'little Miss Age, and never will she glanoe at the plate 
that she will fail to realise th t Without her sure touoh, the 
researoh involved would never have bssn jpexfeot. 

■ . “ o.»*. ■ ' • i * . • 

ha tux ally i relished the *»ollfngwood remarks on senator iL 
McCarthy tonight, and. the blast from hanker Eisenhower, is 
heartening, x had heard tell of tne Eisenhower brother, - -ilton, 
hut x did not ohanoe to know about the *ansas **ity one,' if that is 
where he hails from. 1 perhaps remarked to you, following Sunday 
night s meet the *ress ilrogram, in which the senator appeared, 
that Jt gathered from the radio personality that Mouarthy is definitely 
insane, that bratid of mental confusion possessed by so many 
people, from ail ter all aong the lino, —sufficiently olever to 
esoape the asylum and thus oapahle to doing suoh tremendous evil, 
xhe iiord knows auey r. aong could be vindictive enough to those 
opposing him politically hut while he definitely ^as a oarok- 
p'ot, he did no't,' so far as * know, hbve that horrible instinct 
to persecute people regardless, as seems to he one of the main 
characteristics of *oQarthy If Senators Brioker, moG arran and 
McCarthy could all drop dead, deoent Government certainly wouldn^t 
he the poorer. 


j: • i m jrr 


nut now it s time to write aora and a couple of non¬ 
descript epistlds. *he rain has topped and the moon is "radiant 
arid lovely, (Juebn of the night".••..... 
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Memorandum t 


Sunday, July 26 th, 1902. 


06 « 


^6. t era 


Oil 0 0 < 

■ .>0 


Oo 


> -v-u , * j # .i ' Jii'’ ji i V" UM.ik jiv 0 6 

It has been a quiet week end in tiwsw ports ana 

often 1 have found my'thoughts turning Manhattanward, hoping 
there might he a measure of the some oomiAodity where ever 
little miss Eee aight be finding herself. 

On'Saturday noon we had our usual mid day show'ex whioh 
has become a oustomary pefint on the agenda to suoh a 

pitch that today, when the big old thunder heads rolled up 

on every side, spilling much water, it is said both at 
nsrxy and Bayou Batohez, it ’seemed as though something 
must be a 'little out of joint when not a drop, in spite 
of all the heavenly rumbling, neVex fell on this bend of 
the river. 


a little after 2 'o’dock tils afternoon there was one 
tremendous crash, the kind of a thunder clap that sounds 
like the ripping of cloth on a gigantio scale, and 

. . * T . _ _ ___I_ __ Y- 


i assume 1must have struck somewhere nearbye. A few 
minutes later the bamboo hedge partd and a oouple of negro 
youth8 came rushing aoross the white Garden. Across the 
fence from arenbouxg, and Just behind the honfcey-tonk, 
a baseball game had been going on and the 2nd base man 
had been flattened out by the bolt. 1 was the only 
one Oh the plantation within resit of a telephone and 
the ‘ had come to ask me if x thought a dootor # 
should be summoned or if the victim should be rushed to 
the hospital. 1 thougt it a good idea to go and have 
a look for myself before, deoiding if a physician 
or a mortician were needed. I found thevietin sitting up 
and although he spoke *ith difficulty, he did manage to say 

: < O' • ■ 

v *1 feelt dlssy in the heaA« 


t 701 




. 4. I 


0W 


OB 

»r 


> (U L v i 3 0. 


• J 0 3 80 '/ [0 l 




nidi yyia o 


I *r 
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if anyone is going to feel dizsy, L suppose the head, 
is as good a place to expeiienoe that sensation as any. 

X was hemmed in by 30 or 40 blaok faces, all fasoinated 
by the phenomenon they had just witnessed, and after X 
had made the surrounding mob enlarge their enoiroling barrier 
a little, the patient seemed to breathe a little easier. 

As so often happens In the inexplicable with oolored people, 
there seemed to be no aooounting for the condition of the 
youth, ubvlously he had not be struck since, had he been, 
he wouldn't be feeling dissy in the head, what had probably 
happned oan be charged oft to a bolt haring fallen dangerously 
close to him to such proximity that it had knooked him down, 
and perhaps the fall had stunned him, and he, like many 
people before him, was prohably that amused when he oame to and 
found himself alive. X recommended that he find some 
quiet place where he oould spend the balance of the afternoon 
resting. Xhere is a big dance up the road tonight, and 
were * to pass that way right now, x shouldn't be surpised 
to find him swinging out at the head of the cotillion. 

t 

Saturday's post was light, it indued a letter from 
naisey in the sell, a portion of which X enclose, for X have 
destroyed the second page, in accordance with her request, although 
it contained nothing that referrd to anybody by name, xhe 
reason she wanted it disposed of was due to the fact that 
without mentioning her mother's name, she pointed out that 
her plans for ha vaoation depended on several factors, including 
one in particular, having to oo with the necessity that she 
finds she has to make more and more deoisionsin behalf 
of her mother, eto., eto. X am sending along the first 
page, however, thinking- you would be interested in reading 
what she has to* say about the book containing regrettable references 
to somebody. 1 have no idea te whom she refers unless it be 
weeks, if i*yle is the person she has in mind, nothing in print 
could worry him at this late date, and therefore i assume it 
muBt be that j»ew i-beria. number that she has so carefully avoided 
mentioning. 

‘ "f ij Q ; • l 0 A »• A . * . J l O UU 

natohitoohes is goin through the excitement of a Baptist 
revival and the • revivalist with several of his assistants 
oame for a tour during the afternoon, ne was taking many 
three dimensional photographs in color, x hate never seen any 
of these pictures but according to the preaoher, - a gay blade, 
they are wonderful. i'n surprised his rellgien, so balled, 
permits him to do anything so worldly as to take pictures on Sunday.... 
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■ tVi. , v «8 ,aa srefoaxAiib do os a babulobi evnn 

• * . Ml W», l»*. 

io sccalXXlr.i a«n lii.ii 3 oof, a; 5 * i to futrUox; e' t. uno ’Jot .r, 

. •" ft : 

brut sel tiq evuar; -«»o fo doit on rsj no y o , ax to 

lOv^'Jeiu ef3J3qnff n«so o:U to tlo.'.s one- «o 31 li t.u li& ,« * 

• • - x e ■ o . 

iemo «a . : r oo* inlssoi -- , 

aew nice fcw find your gift paciuig# in today s post. 

, „ .riiseiid in poiiwc« cobiinuu tiuOjJts wipn * 

t ’ Jjrtv ua pracxiwly au iwu ia£- yoax .tun xiduu. 

i*t is a« kina ox yea to px^iuo w# wx-sn uias t 4 . 0 av.fi 
aue vain ting mo wi tn whit as ovun.ng *«o -ns LA «* 

uvxcviain^woiXd. a lido t*.o isw*ern iiAse ex »!«*** 

P In# biv*u center and the narrow sage appear perreetly aaapteu 

L* 1 * w> .»«* •»— 


t. mm. 

itrlt.s n. wu.m* .M.U.nt. . ‘ . 

• " : • -.0 roiiqml e J 3no . i.* - : 

jror me. tne inter at in tne inaividual buildings would # 
have b bn ihoreee* it dates ha* been eddied te the legend** yi 
*ho one feature inoerporated in the eo»*esltlem, aa viewed 
is* entire arrangement is fcne breaking ex tae oueirdingo 
dedan around the rim ef the plate te inflrodnee , 
ths word* "flitI ef now York", tertonally, 1 should have 
preferred'thoso wards U a eartouahea within the framanarg ef 

leaeine the edee ef the plate.te 


0 ^lmil alQlUUX VIlw XIB vx wuw ^aeiw —---~ v 

he words "flity of dew York", fereonally, I ehonld hate 
,refbrrd}°those wards U a eartouahea within thefr enow erg e 
he%iotorial aeotien, leaving tha edge ef the plate.te 
**•'- unbroken, thus-keeping lntaet the.' 


oaxrr its design unbroken, thus-kbeping lntaet the . jq . &<. ' 
frame which the outer doeign provide*. 

geTrlXaup enJ n > ,r.J tucJ jut -53 Ji , 3 i.«i 3 Tcq r a op cj b*> 

af hu ah a eemneeition seems te'imps 11 mo 


contemplation ef sueh a eompeeition aeama^ta imp*11 one 
naturSir te examine thi nerg itself whil^at th* seme tine 0 
SSria inclined t# ooueidet what different tleatmwnt he wenld 
* aw 1 for myself, in making the ftene Blver aeriee, 

l ppo£ Sit subceneoibuely, ^*elth*ugh i 

ef the point nntil this minute, that i wee.perhflipe t * ll **?*t!P 

v v that line ef the rrinoe de x>ignet • A landsoepe bereft ef 

VtaSin f«* •* «*!**• *« 4 1 *M» «41M 














I 
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have included a It* suoh characters at. say. Eater Mi nut t uith 
Hi wooden lag. Jinny Walker in hie silk hat, **in lia^a* 
jrloxelle in* hi a 10 gallon toppax ax acme amah. But that ia 
noxaly ana nan'a txaatnant af a subject that haa Killians of 
appxaaohea fox interpretation. 

*e t .at aa it may, I an dalighteu to have this example 
af what is going an in the field of decorative plataa and 
I shall install it an tha shelf af the jean Baptiate Metoyer 
boat oase whoit k shall sea it every day a half dosan fiats as 
i pass by it, ••blessing little »lae aaa tha ahila fox havifag 
so thoughtfully praridad me with si* ap inspiration, iiu 

and speaking af inspirations, k didn't gat around yesterday 
to mention tha "Invitation to -utaxning" disoussion af tha 
book by fix,, dchaeitsex an Sunday* Ai and proper, it 

seamed to. ma*. no particular book fxan the So hue it tax jpan *‘aa 
gone into sexy damply, .j Janpbody pught towzite « aw, the , 
like of uhiah A hast aavaajMea* M.sbinh thexp Villi bd WMeh 
speculation an this paint, ax tb*e% apposing pointst a book 
sometines at tat its outgo* famous phe reaain iy ta jyart iW. ^ 

t# w>"tN mm u«ru^Tols&a loaning iron tha ffefarettsex pan, 
fox shathax suoh a volune be let, .gad «|JJcd *0'§•.if 0 Jj, ... a 
tha beak that natters but t a lapset af a great personality tfn 
tha part af any xaades .through the Hfdiin^ uh%f jappaajjt in pxi 

any smbpatt nattaxjthan sat forth being 

to tha • abases .ipauiaar ut% .pxanrldM kba~*aedax*ith the sxitaf. 

I tuppaga J>' have-already speculated an § parallel T pfinf in P*iat 
as for example, tha ease at Gilbert atuagt^Ao if nasally ml 
windely knosm beeauee, he painted w*o£ga eaahiagtani|hat be Clause 
ha sas^aae of tha-bait-American painters af . tfce llthjcentury . 
in America. And thereveree of »hi»<.ie ea*glly txuf #; af l|. J 
evidenced by tha faat.thai ail liana, a £ p§*p£e hafa heard a| ty 
saorgiana, nuohese of neveaehire, simplybbefauae Oainal^axodgh 
happanod to da hex portrait. Without touohing an the guslitiea 


me8b ay, July 28th, 18BB< 


me enolosuxe suggests that perhaps ay lwtt«J J® 
the library of Congress may eventually bail some 1 

on the invitation tohiarning thing. * xaspond to 

congratulating at. latter son on the speed taken to xaspon 
my letter of tuna 20th. ihe faot that ha mentions having 
copies of some baok numbers of invitation to ^earning 
on P his desk suggests that ha has not been conversant sith 
this program before my letter brought up the matter. 

out even though ax. *atteson has bean dsaaaling 

in rsbpunain to his ooxxbspoxiuenoo, i- bo n-.* 

*,x, xrjbon is guiVty of vwu 6 roavei ajliUcoK i*a**, 
no. a peep n**b uuuto iioiu .xu»v uixoo.iun «>■& .y 04 ** - P 

-x*bon iOb’ib .n». nx» uuBObab is to m*. px-ugan* 

at aJlrS bo.tie « y x-oliuy o — -oiuiu>^ - 

^ vo,,Voia w *px^sxhc — 

Oxi Oi.o pOxil. XttxbOO. . 

bpohklh* - X u jub. 

tv nus »d uhOgn X. liUgii. es uj A. f. Into 

1 „ aiuixouith Ox some suoh* iB 0iA <- uu 

xix. . lour ox life oixupvexs-suggs.. 

L ib-going vw bb • pop.lnl bOlOntiilO uppio on w 
; o^vnxxigs. ^h* L.gxnhxxig libb r U " U o :\tlbiexioes 

Vile xoux voices ox oOi'fPfUS., bX.il o *!-<£ "" u o . 

, w yw nox vxxppoxs no 088 Viib Atiuutxo xn «#xfy hjb* 

Tt. -reeniantt, .lon« 

about law, »otoa w»M i„« la .ntottainla*. 

Lfi6 -oxumous venture in i*t*tn. ^„ 

-L t nroDubl* speak of other ithnis appexing 
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a. wniio Dnolt, vx . rvauu aatou mo xl x wuuiu uu aim 
U opwOi&l xaVul dumu uxlilO fcxvxiifc uli jiOux I/O One Ox Me> p*» 0 i 61 i*B 

a woman ouxaonea wy ample xuxuis tuiu ao ona Oi vimo ».aoiu 
He Was trying i#u uy xaiuiii^ &uuu uiuiig jlox nCx uu uu. 

>' 1 ca uuiao uoauA women, duo aixiveu unaxiU0u.aueu uk 
noon to.ay, fortunately dam roaoe had the sense to tell 
hex i was a dinner whereupon the party betook itself on 
an exploration jaunt of at. augustin's ohuroh and grave yard. 
They were baok again by one o clock and ready fox a tour. 

It was among the more amusing-ones 1 ever attempted to shepherd, 
what with everybody "busy as hell*, flying around inevery 
direction, each one interested in everything that did not 
oatoh the eye of any of the others. What with everybody 
concentrating on four different points at the same moment, 
and lingering over each just about as long as a grasshopper 
would linger over a straw before jumping fox a toothsome 
tolade of grass just beyond, the amount of fascination 
manifested by each pilgrim, centering for a minute on 
whatever came to view-, and then leaping on, was something 
thHt suggested a quartet of oodlws, fuuafcionlng by 
perpetual motion in an out of doors lunatic asylum. 

Apparently the woman who had xorm«riy Amoved under Wha. 

?*0u wi no tufciXvSfc a*«d «n«T<uin*u m#> «*x.ucic 

•ow Ofp«ei£e, consumed wi*h curiosity ««wxy.uiug nnd 

had eneeo uu ay infecting all ner associates. she asked me 
whet x thought of her problem. 1 told her ixonkly x 
coele understenu her former neea fox a hobby but now x was 
oonvinoed she needed to hobble said hobby and begin 
devoting her self•to- not more than a dozen things at any 
given moment, she and ner companions hoopea arm hollered at 
that one, whereupon a pushed them on to the gallery, gave them 
a glass ox wine wmon app/ixantiy mnoe swixt in-roads on them, 
for, as t learned later, they hadn«t dined as yet, and 
they finally depart* with relwefcnoe as 1, while saying 
goodbye, uras doxog eoau» mental oiux anlWeixo as to 
now amny haudxed Cellars a viait ® payciuauxsr Atrnulcl 
eWs»e tivem for a progaiixoAei hour's «a JTMm. 

* * - ‘ T » • t l ’ 0». > * „ ux 1 u "I 


• 1 o ki 0 ; < 


®n the hQtfW £*cul hqv«. ^o4_ tou dqys +Mlhou£ ruin* Jaanita. 

“ ' dxuxiig across ihe. 

agouLa 

--. —„ __-—----dQsc«J/i> tfJi 0,4 XXL £o*w#., 

but euXfxoiear uaIo l-m. day ljo» *^xi thereof', cud oafch J 
(A\i$ ga^ lh<?uglvr £ tgciY t& Hit Tcosi^lLep^. Vf, * . . 


<wn tne 1 * 0*1 nqv«. wad taio days 

continues recuLUrftTx^g oo/ ml aoaaiiuae «Uxixi 

feme#, imstxndtl veity £ seem tv be. bracu&gf 
euffixn* ■eefc’ ubrn I bupuO&u U4uks sail dc 


j._ - .P 


;m 


•rl f ocf' 


i.4 


lid vltfltTtJ 


.noli.r; 

**• — ’’ ^ M ''' ^ 


rporiJ tali 1 iir (SiLi ■ . _ 

Wednesday, July **th, llfti. 


. 

Memorandum i 

Atfsc ouo n*m; 


oi ( 
^ <o 


iioilax; 


:toJ 


• f, 


■tj( 


i eoj 


It 


Another- day witheut. rain and it all seems so remarkable, 
is net and cloudless, tee., wjLth drenching ^i at night so 
that the ootton is advancing wo,nda*fuiiy and everything on 
our side of the lend* looking as oris* and groan aa one would 
envision in the first flush of Spring. 

The whater hyaointhea in the big pot have been blooming 
for weeks but toga in St. (Hggin’s fountain have juat, 
oomiing into flowar. • *qx some reason the plants in the big 
pot have put up leaves ©ply « or • inohss above the suxfaae 
of he water while those in St. Siggin's stand perhaps a foat and 
a half or two feat, oompletely oon ealing tha saint and putting 
out purple flags that ara inordinately delioate apd lovely above 
the hard, rusty circle of the basin.• 

. *r • r ^ ’ U l - ’ ’ •* ' ‘ 1 

The morning's post brought a latter fron Poatall, in 
response to an inquiry fran na, asking about deplane for the 
suomex and gsklz^ hia to let me knew if 1 eould havejmen^ 
wrong in my memory of years past when I learned about Philip 
and hia appraised worth at seventy five oents. *t eeemsl was 
wrong, sinoe he was set down as valued at J* nt * i Q8tead 

of asventy five. I'm so glad 1 included good eld Philip •» 
the eyeus -oast plats. Hie Pxudhoames may have oa 
but by giving him a two bit valua* t^iey provad that Philip waan t 

the only one who was watky. 

And speaking of - the ^urdhoiBBeB, 1 was sorry to learn that 
in the big asenemy drive*now going on in tkePoBtwffice 
department* aeveral ruyal offioea in the ■ 1 
for obliteration, Bermuda being on the UeJ* J indaad 

as to the merits of that particular oast, 'but I shall ba sorry^^indeed 
if the dqtmuda office is suppresssd, for the Alphonse ^rudhomess 
who own wskland and run the Post Office there^ars kindly 
ineffectual people who have long heavily »PJJ *hsfi<teen 

hundred dollars a year that Poet w ffice supplies them, and I 

eewaow©®* *‘ * 0 ‘ * i • 1 • ■* f . 0 -- 


* « > 
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fear they will find themsel es terribly pinohed if that should 
be out off. . 

And mention of Prudhommes reminds me that a had something 
about other plantations 1 wanted to mention. 1 learned from 
ora the other day that her brother-in-law, J. H. Williams has 
a weekly pay roll averaging from f9,000.00 to flO,000.00 
a week. This sum, multiplied by the S£ weeks in the year somehow 
brings the figure to a more impressive figure than one usually 
aesooiates with mechanised plantations. And there is 
a natural sequence in mentioning J. h. Williams so hard on 
the heels of Alphonse *rudhomrae, fox Alphonse rrudhomme is 
one of the most civilised, kindliest person one is ever likely to 
find, with a w ane A iver plantation that brings him in nothing 
and only by simping at every turn can he maintain lovely old 
Oakland while J. A . Williams is a perfect wisaxd at plantation 
operation, turning over more money than perhaps anybody in the 
Parish and so dumb in everything else that outside of his 
office, he is like a fish out of water. Mow unfortunate that 
these two Cane A ivex residents oant share a little with eaoh other 
of the two prime attributes eaoh is possessed of in suoh 
ample amounts. 

. *£i J * .1 .. ■/ * . ‘J I t ' 1, 

un the politoal plane, the present preoaxious state of Senator 
Taft's health gives one pause again aB to the wisdom of political 
parties giving more than cursory thought to the seleotion of a Vioe 
^resident, nad *r. Taft been nominated and elected....... 

M . ' ' .. .... . ni 

And the mention Of the vioe ^residency reminds me of the 
statement made by an otherwise seemingly sans pil&r imye sterday: 

; . . ,v> ■ . t- A a . ^V . T 

"I am from California, ‘the same State that gave the 
nation that splendid young man, vice President Hixon. Suoh a 
fine young man and how fortunate we people of California are that when 
he ran for the Senate, he beat that *rs. Helen i/ouglas, for, as 
Mr. Dixon alway said, 'She was a red'*. Imagine, —Helen Douglas 
a red. ' And then it ooeu ed to me the opposition ought to 
counter with some equally brief label fox their political foes, 
giving them some color name, —such as "that horrible oreature, 

Dixon, so yellow" or some suoh. 

i . : , >■ : v 7 c 

Well, so much fox a glanoe at things from this bend of the 
river. My thermometer stands at 98 and something tells me 
that lender ~eaf is going to taste mighty good in about lo 
minutes, thanks to little Miss £ee...... 


n •:«•> . * r r .«■ 


j"' y 


Memorunu iu) 


now nice to linu your oaturaay alternoon letter in this 
morning's post. 

k , j , ... .. t 1 . oCI 0 > L - ? • J- • . . 

And thanks for, telling me about the stationary. 1 should 
have given thought to using it sparingly in the memo department, 
and 1 suppose it was that semi-realisation that impelled me 
to leave ample margin on the reverse side of each sheet so that 
the top of the sheet could be snipped off without slashing into 
the text, i am hoping you £1* find this oan be accomplished 
readily, and because x have already grown so aocustomd to 
the heading that delights me so much, a shall always keep a 
sheet of it here on my desk along side Dr. underwood and, as 
of the present.moment, a shall keep my attention glued on it as 
1 indulged in our nightly ohats.t 

u • 

as the date for the celebration of the nuptials approaches, 1 
oan well imagine tne hustle and bustle tn n i probably *oharetexizes 
the looal sceen on the home front. The rorest nllis nest sounds 
hlgu enough fox It le herfig uSOoL rer-Anally, I was never 

*««*& On Hwang in th* snbwvbe it e&e bnw towprfc in town, re/ 

•rear the coats o* rent plus transpord-tiew plus time spent in travel, 
arid i guCas most of all, the thought of being goarded twice a day by 
the worry snout getting a train oa time never seemed to oo«nter- 
bal«nee whatever the suburbs had to offer. j»y now, i suppose, 
the subway goes out that far, so the time limit, at least, on travel 
doesn't enter into the consideration. 

And speaking of txaait matters, may a thank you for having 
let me investigate tne new (Token lAat entities one to a ride on 
tne metropolitan transit system. 1 was moved to merriment by 
your renaru as to the silmiiaxity of sloe as batuson this 1ST oant 
llAtonad vne piece ox Huxepcan ourrenay or muoh lees value. And 
at the same tlse, - entranced at tne hole stnmpfcd In the jouen, x 
tor it reminded me of Use toko no uo* used lo uoe in rarie fox 
tne bus*. Most of us kids used to op#*o*>riaiw a Dig elrl safety pun 
from tne xemaie section of our kHspQjB.WxV«. •slolBXi.eie-ntfc, uni 
eUiUging • ** &*** todteod <*> eafety win, the 

nuag tb a swe» in owr ever ooaCb so we never haff to go milling 
around for ohange 1 to. satisfy the bumnan. as I recall, 0 e^*e an 

, 
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»rr4»nfejiienT Ilaaf ou a paPTtcb-Laf wak®. df safety gija Viuat" 

•mhutM abouO lekous i*» slide over eofce fiti'wr in «*»«{ 

*e. diktats tfreA to keen Fh«- balance ©t fht pin W«il stoefcefl, find 

iftn r«A tthext IWe e-ec <sfi«ngAi\g sjqiuly, we always could 
fall bnofc on the three which wore especially wedged into une pin. 

As a safety item, this reserve was marvelous in the nseurMtice it 
gBve but oue dwy it ueufly wrecked tne busman when x reu oat 
oi my surplus, ana he auu a trrc4 to ox tract one of the whtee 
reserve looms whioh somehow just wouldn't let themselves be dis¬ 
entangled from the Uhinese puzzle the safety pin had become, after too 
muoh use. It was evident enough to everyone mat i was amply 
furnished with require transportation costs, but the triofc was trying 
to extract ’same wiorouv giving up my peignoir. 

, if 

Mr. nogers came to see me today, ae is the Alexandria man 
who is interested in painting, ne brought a couple ;of things 
to show me which he liked very muoh. One was a little, painting 
from Olemenoe’s inimitable brush and the other was a bed quilt 
made somewhat after the manner of the Oane "iver Gobelin. 

Olemenoe had been coming to sketoh it for several days..interruption. 

1 think 1 was talking about olemenoe l s handiwork, mr. nogeis had 
puro: used a quilt she had made,. similar to the one on the iuooa galle 
ery. ^e said he had given hex an order for two more. He pays her 
fifty dollars a pieoe, and says he has in mind for her to do a half 
' dozen more, ihus the wane aiver tiobelin is serving a purpose other 
than that of being purely decretive, and of course a am entranced 
that dlemenoe oan round up an occasional check to go along with 
her uld‘age pension, J»or some time a have been thinking, that 
pefhepft uousin wuida might he interested in a wane «iver wobelin 
for her. shop. *1 sho comes in august, ^he oan make up her mind 
after seeing the original, * 

* A hook dome to hand yesterday t which inclined me toward putting 
aside ’wi.txii 1 Wut$ luuuiug cud have a go at the new oomez. 
xt is “xhe world or all whitney* 1 by ^llen *evit anu soebody. i 
read but a few pages and lounu it entranoingly set forth. rhe 
ground work centers ar.ound the inception of steam power in the 1760‘s, 
and does au exoellenlt appraisal .of various 11th century pereonalities, 
suoh as voltaire, and a first r,qte account ox wnat the nnoyolopaedia was 
all about. Ah interesting point, at the beginning was the referenoe 
to thh single meeting that ever Qooured. between ell whitney and 
rhomas laine, both expels in. *1 volution,, sinoe the amerioan and 
proba ly, therefore, the Jienoh o LUtion oould not have oome off without 
Korn x'ayne and tne industrial revolution wniah was so muoh a ohila 
oi Whitney, X suppoVo 1> wasn' t to be expectedy but never the Less 
regrettable 'that neither man "got" the otner. ihat was in 1101 when 
yeyne'ss work was done and Whitney*s just getting under full steam. 

®o much to' tat aoout, suoh a happy day, thanks to little wise ree...... 


Friday, July Slat, 1961. 


3., 1 lo -OCT 

on? alii o 


CifOOj< i 

, 00 /: oi 


V* 3 '0 V.(. 


memorandum t 

. , 

rhe big new8 of the day, of course, is the death of 
Senator xaft. xhe key note of most of the eulogies X have 
heard over the air seems to be the stressing of the faot 
thataltbough many of the speakers disagreed with him. Senator 
Taft honcestly stated what he really believed, lo wonder 
he is being praised as an extraordinary' politician 

X can't say that X subscribe to thssb opinions but after 
all, my prejudice was along ago strongly set forth. 1 never did 
believe that »r, raft had the best interests of the oounry at 
large in mind when he played politics so mightily with prepardedness 
in the late 1980‘s when ?. h, h. use striving so vigorously to 
get the United otates into some sort of a military garb that 
would stave off Jiasi aggression whioh obviously would have swept 
the world if the united States had not prevented it. As 1 
recall. Senator raft deolard, in fighting tooth and nail against 
military preparedness, th^t it would be time enough to ' 
think of suoh matters after the basis had started dropping 
bombs on American cities, *hat is a sample of a raft statement 
whioh I cannot believe was ths man's honest oonviotion. And when 
he was forever fighting, after the waf, te remove price oontrols 
on food and rents, he oouldnt have been honest when he said 
he believed 'if all price restrictions were eliminated, prices 
would automatically seek out a just and lower level. At may be 
that he did honest believe such things, but if he really did, 
then it is obvious that he was so oook-sysd in his mental processes 
that he shouldn t have had the i pressive power that his position 
in wongress accorded him, 

vne thing is incontestable, it is lhoky he didn't get the 
nomination and selection as ^resident of the united States, 
and especially if aixon had been selected as his running mate, 
of oourse we still oould have a president Mixon, but i shudder 
to think of suoh a rascal in the Presidential ohhir. 

.Ill . w . - • “ 

well, so muoh for things on the national level, and 
1 must jog along to touch on a local ripple that is 
heartening, -y ohanoe, i saw hill Jones' brother, the 

. . . t elCi , OL 1 


l 
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other day when * was about to post the sketch of tne 
Jovous woast sketch to nook. hall, i showed him the tning, 
pointing out the presenoe in the design ol the rranoois nobizux 
house which as you know, is today the property of the 
astate*of uarrolll wones’. and controlled by ^ 

Although the house now serves as a tenant refuge and is vastly 
neglected. * thought it wise tcf include it in the 
design on the * Vague hope that its presence on the Plabe might 
inspire somebody to ponder on its present precarious poisition. 

in view of this, you oan readily imaine how enchanted x was 
this morning hwon x chanced to see Bill -oes at the store and 


out of a clear sky, ho said: 


1 11 iL :i t - 


T: ; 1 '' _ , i 

“Oh *by the way; my brother tells me you are including 

* * . . . __ 1 _ T.nn or a ei ft 


X *1B cl 3 t- 

L,1 fi/V* 90 


* ' ! I i "■ i 


un, UJ UIIO rrtajf , r ““ “ -- * . . , 

the old house in the Bermuda plate you are doing, and my 
brother says that if he makes a good orop^this,year» he is 

certainly going to - restore the Old'plaoe. 

- 

1 think this is the first time l ever knew of a mulatto 
manifesting any interest in an ante bellum home under his custodian¬ 
ship, and naturally ■*■ am delighted at the prospeot of the 
xteform Plantation house being resoued from ruin. 

a areas a fife a 8 mbm f 1 dole 

•on the home front, we are all looking xorwara witn vast 

annoinuviwa to Juhtilfta’e relvurn to ita i/r 

on Monday, * weetc after heir Coast, Selene 

CoW«<4 To me sU*e they t«d but thxee ^^^ook 

after ifaitiKS in her fiOU6«, 1* was iJift too muuh. to exp«ot thorn 
.to Biva. teo e*!rro people supper eM 

it ?s a terri-ole nerve strain to attempt the triple role or 
plantation misfess.road runner and card player all at the same 
uime. Lituie does Iunuit« suspect how muoh she k a s b„eu mx««ea 

during the pauv weak, ui ; 

T . -i: o 

iz ttet m 

rowidowee in view of pujranasuig one on a gianoer , 

lot; u* “hold the tWwgut these transaetlui^wiil_fce<*p them 
w »*#» *&«, lollop i.aboi w. « 

least the ortspring will be tuning their faces toward school. 


Sunday, *ugust &na, l»«a. 


■jK. 4-V 


. 1 i> l'J 1C C ft 


Lo )i r. 




ir id'. J 


;rov 

(mod 

• i 
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Memorandum; j , . ■ :c; : • T 

to o??V *804 e:w jfliU'fl bSbk*^ oau lo ebia rcat ~ ■ " 

now true is cue olu. auege cuee*sting chak tne most 
difficult bxiu^os to 0X088 axe taose we construct in our 3 
imagination ana never actually encounter physically. 

ajj jiorcrtrs .ro^xv 1 

1 haa anticipated a saaimqeies sort of week end whereas 
It burned out mos ' peaceful. : . 

remaps it seemed espeioally so heoau&e there were so 
few pilgri s in spite oi; the uleaaant weather. It is true 
tner were people ixum i/ailas ana from Florida and tne Hands 
from Alexandria and Shreveport and the agriellaa from hatchltoones, 
not to mention a couple ao*en people ox color dropping in for 
this or that, nut in spite ol such goings ana comings, the 
pattern was so pleasant and so unlike the-anticipated v.enk thing, 
that it all has seemed wonderfully peaoefult . 

l did a bit of reaing last night a a was able to 
keep awake a littla longer th^n usual, due in part, perhaps, 
to the faet that i was anxious to read more-and more about 
&li whitney, w 1 expeet the book would.not be very popular because 
its filler is a little over stocked for the casual reader, but 
for myself, it.is proving to be excellent n tare.and my 
understanding of the troubles besetting tne patents on the 
cotton gin and Whitneys susequent inauguration of modern 
industrial methoda in America gave me an understanding of - 
the period around 1*00 that has too 1 ng needed to he etohed in 
more oiearly in my mind. . - < 

and the whole rumpus that, went on about tho ootton gin resulted 
in whitnay* getting little ox nothing from his patent, although 
its invention brought wnimaginted millions to America, but 
as has so often happened in everyone‘s life, a disappointment 
in one field was requisite to produce vast sueoesu in another, and 
had it not bean fox the cotton gin, whitney would probably never 
have been the vast suooess he saw in his substquent efforts* 
at ma ufaoturing an a prodigous scale, remaps it is this reallsatio 
that makes the beck doubly interesting. 

• .Ki-rfiM a«*iM no i. faefflOA iaoli^am ohJ aorfo»ox 4 qs mod sr.3 
« 8 er‘ red io nofeaoa ran^oru. l^vo ^ 1 {f* 
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1H0W b , XiioV X vcxOly XO XOWXXtg ij.<xXCL 

Oil olio HOtoxS Ox iiXij pu.0i.ic iijiulti, 15.6 oO 

taper oif, we may soon expeot to near a Hoot of Interpretations 
of the place history will assign *r ( Taft as the dominant figure 
on the republican side of the senate during the past too or 
three deoades* Somebody remarked that in spite of the faot 
that *r, raft would demonstrate aliasing inconsistencies by 
rigorously .supporting one side of. a policy issue one week, and 
then turn right around and with equal rigor, support the 
opposite riea the follooing week, he somehow, through that 
rery rigor, oonrey the impression that ho was demonstrating 
honest thinking, 1’here was also the faot that although 
he gare enoouragement to Senator McCarthy to initiate smear 
campaigns and character assassinations, erorybody inclined to : 
hold McCarthy solely responsible and nobody erer thought of 
mentioning raft as sharing in such outrageous doings* another 
paradox was Taft's ability to roll up large majorities of rotes 
when he campaigned for a Senatorial seat and yet in spite of 
the faot' that people resented his uld Guardi sms on many 
publio questions, hp never ceased demonstrating his defiance 
of publio popularity, —or was it bull-headedness that impelled 
him to alienate enough people to prerent him from obtaining 
the *res dential nominatipn which, apparently, he longed for most 
during his entire pllltioal career* i guess the best short 
sentence ooraring the man, runs something like this! 

J 


■3 ' stO T 


"Mr. raft, the man who wo«ra rather bo wrong than bo 
*re»*«ent* a o ; 

*t ece»e so long since last wo heard from peaceable 
' Street that the enclosed note brings a glimpse, too long 
denied, from that direction. • n * 

And while on the subjeot of ladies in literature, i 
trust you had the pleasure of hearing today s inritation to Learning 
and the go 'they had at the short stories of aatheiime 1J V ’ v 
mansfield*' averyonp 1 know who^has read miss Mansfield liked 
her work* is for myself ,v newer having been much on short 
stories, 1 hate only turnd through a few of them in times gone bye 
when, perhaps, other oireumstmoes prevented me from oatohing their 
full value on the initial reading. And so Miss Mahsfiel 
remains pretty much an unknown quantity in my mind. 

hut the hour approaches the magioal moment when Uiss Martha 
houndtree will preside over another session of her Meet the Press 
programs, and 1 must accordingly brace myself for same. 1 
think it has rained in Manhattan today, l hope you found 
a few free moments just for you.... 


Monday, august 3rd, 1963. 


memorandums 

up and down the road it rained at high noon, but 
passed Melrose bye with only a fleeting shadow. 

■“ut there was quite a cascade of pilgrims, some by 
appointment, some not, and on tomorrow's agenda at 10 a.m. 
is mrs. *agner and her widowed daughter in law. ihis 
will be the first time x have seen la nagner i n perhaps 
* ten years* . * * 

it was so pleasant seeing uuanita, flanked by her two 
offspring, gracing the culinary department at breakfast 
time. x suppose Juanita's'presence on this side of tne fenoe 
must have brought as rauoh'delight on the other side of the 
barrier as on this side, although for quite different reasons, 
xhe nafdf tension continues taught over there. out even 
the unpleasant sensation radiating from ovdr-wrought nerves oan 
not prevent concealed amusement on ocoasion. in view of the 
week the ladies spent on the »ulf coast and the flights up and 
down the road during the past week, including *lexdnaxia on 
Priday, bridge in town on oaturday, movies in town onaundny and . 
the nord knows how many social calls in between, as from plantaation 
to plantation and to town, it was slightly on'the hilarious side, 
when *. ", asked celeste if'she wanted to crive to Shreveport 
with himthis morning, stay lor lunch and'return home in the afternoon, 
celesta opined *in a negleoced air: 

**I oan t think of any reason why 1 should take such a crip 
to ohxeveport, butslnea x never get a chance to go anywhere, 1 


suppose x had better go,” 

l 

And of course she did* 

.no • ' 


)0>i o. 


mo xl refvfi 


Ly" i 


iaiao no 


be Jo c:i 

• 

j.'.- , 

oJ v.rn 


a line so remarkable from such a source that x oannot restrain myself 
from repeating it to demonstrate the cook-eyed conoepte that 
seem to permeate all minds and personalities having anything to 
do with -elrose, and that includes Me, i suppose, nut i 
hope X don t ever feel quite that sorry for myself as la set forth 
'* such a silfy statement. 


*Sinoe x never get a chance to go anywhere,,,••*. is 
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imo side light on the life of oonntor faft came to 
tfta surface as news to me this evening when some commentator 
pointed out'that pshaps'* Suitable memorial to tne senator 
might he in th form of a fund for research on cancer. Twice, 
according to this report, -**ft hau vv.o against 

gifting rederax ruuM,* xo* uausbA j. e fiv» a* cu , tn« tnnrLMjr whlon 
took hio own 111* an** iv *a8 poi«i««a Out tn**t four Senators in 
t,us pas«. couple or years h«a diea Ox tne same nixliovion, - “*ary, 
robey, Vaudeburg andaacnahvii. millions for oreAting A-bonos 
wnioii iihVsu t cauaea anyone s ue«un since 1945 hut not one 
coin, for e«isoer re sear oh, altue-gn twno hundred fifty thousand 
diea or io tfvery year sinoe 1946. 1 mua* say tre8o extremes do 

seem tu luviit, some uxvaer appro^cn »o a haianoe. 

t 

.• • ?That with only a couple more disks remaining covering 
the oareex Of ali /.hitay, I find myself experiencing that 
peouliar sensation which you, too, have often f ®V c * pe ^ n fP®* ° n , 
aopraoohing the close of a hook which you have fdund so informative 
that you regret anothes volume of equal size isnt awaiting 
the end of the first. At the present writing, 1 0 ® r0t 

off the hero of the biography, and a guess pe*k a £* * 6 

him into a state of wedded bliss. A am mindful of tnrf fact that 
his heir and that heir's heir oontinuted the Whitney business down 
through three generations until tne Whitney business was sola to 
Winchester arms, but sinoe he hasn t much time left for getting 
married and raising a family, I am~-beginning to suspect he may 
have adopted one or more of his sister's ohildren in lieu of any ox 
his own, but at this stage, that is merely a guess. 

t 

j*r8. Hiller, —the'one time Mrs, Nathaniel Grain, writes him 
from Georgia, —Mr. Whitney being in -“ew “aven, - that on the road 
between Charleston and aavanan. She picted up a couple little boys 
sturving to death, —English lads dumped by a Captain of a boat on 
American soil and as they are nice ohildren, mr. Whitney simply must 
take them, and the lady inquires the best way for her to send them 
to him in Connecticut. What with his own nephews.and a flook of 
apprentices on his hands, this oldjwiob^lor seemed to be getting 
1 more than his share of other peopld^S children to raise. 

• ** -J * W4j k w ‘ 

A letter from “htufid hook Hall" responds to my request for 
an opinion regarding a hew ^rlehns-plate. •‘■he reaction is 
Bgainst any suoh possibility, what with too many already having 
been t U Y fl etf out. My suggestion as what might or might not be expeoted 
from an Unole Torn s Cabin item was all in the affirms ive. perhaps 
there haven t been so many of such items devoted to la Stowe b opus. 

At first a thought of doing it unrelated to the Cane ~ivex series, but 
now perhaps a shall tack on the river, with something else literary to 
balance it later.I shall ponder on cnoli ,J, om for a while anyway....• 


*. S. 

The recent clipping about -‘arte xherese, undated, 
was from the at. x.ouis Post nispatoh, a believe, nosalina 
referred to it, perhaps, in a letter a couple of months back. 
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Tuesday, august 4th, 1953. 
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Memorandum; ' » 

. T id 

how nice to find your pre-nuptial letter in today's 
post. I oan well imagine what a busy week end it must have 
been and I am hoping everything went*off swimmingly, —without 
too many floods.* J - 


a. 


I know not why this marriage gives me such a feeling of 
comfort but a suppose it is because I am under the impression 
that it will mean the little one will, by the act, soar out on her 
own wings, ana that her mama will ex^arlehoe a measure of 
satisfaction in realising one of her major Jons in life nns been 
finisned, so far a» »ue is concerned. If gh» c<«. only have 
years or evm.r^Huvely sraootu sailing strnigut ahead, how 
wonaerful tn„t will be. * 

l »>. I.. X >v..i • V.‘3 . ~C- <J • • ‘ '' *•. 

we didn't g«c our noon rain'toa*,,, ti.a sky remaining 
oloualess for the past 24 hours. I am glad it was so pleasant 
during „ne morning when “adam ffagnei passed this way. Her 
daugiiuer-in-law is a nice person and tne «,nree ohiluron, alcnoueh 
of the harum-scarum age, aidn t get into too much mischief. 

, » 

r - ■ J•-*«**** * w 5 T * C 5 ** t** She 

tol<< a.s the. MW thwart the front gate, that 

the reason she h»dn t been here sinee the Madam'5 f^eeirw 
was because she fex* last'uadtlrftly that things would be so 
- . changed and that sn« would be so uepreseeu abuut it. *ut she 
weu. on ft? eAplain, and to nhed a couple or modest tears,’she 
discovered that during the interim of net absenoe, she had 
forgotten how lovely the place could be ana to her utter 
amazement, sne found things looking so muoh more beautiful than 
she had rememooted tnem that sne wns leaving with an eurnest 
desire to oome baok ana spenu o day*wii/ja me us soon as her 
daugm/er-in-law anu granaoi«li«Lf<to hoc« to iiaaAvxiia, Tennobse . 

At I* hCAJteuxnf to KnooJ Jhet si»s wttnPi to come. bfcc4i oumd I sAoli 

riut vujft *>lkoAare. ASkxm her to 
biaad wrAtl as om( o/iat wiLh to* at faCOs betofJ turulL 
her loesa in-the librnry. 7 

Vj.. < %t OdT ' ■ : i " '■f- ! jl' ' 3 j li-' “ ' • J • * 

Mlgnxa-rot ashore shd 3'amsa sax ei baa aoMsibgkUtX oloJ3i:i 

8 olo 1 3 ra .to s . ; a 

I 0 OX a '.It' X* 




. 


001 Oc 
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1 Apprectfouc suy8 e ' s,:r i on * th& headline 

of Hie- final Joyaus Cda«*r for 1 shall 

ftocH Hall tanigot,, trie. s»Ke IcJx be fo(WcLordtd 

fr you a* V>o» 16 e IVL«( foe it h CTIAT 

naish**, v»|ic|\., £stqo£«.«-ougnt to be at least 4 weeks 
before the places themselves axe finished, ibis will 
provide us wish ample time vo xiuule with the photographs, 
at least a mooith, so we eholl experience »e a»*4 fu*h im faking 
oare of that detail. I oan prepare a bit «jf publioity fee 
tte plate and But same on hokdtng shelf ,£+4 the pbotoqraph 5 
so.n be added conren iec\tr, and boHj. the t«j»t and 

Ihe pisTuie forwarded t© tfcks publisher QjM>*«ver the fime soems 
propel. 1 should prefer to get the illustration 
into the newspapers about the 1st we*K la October so it m^y 
serve ft» «l tallU‘ttg point jeet^pliar to Hie pre-holiday 
xueh. ter ell, wiLh «t Uast six ***** r«quix*d tor the 
TneiiufactuXjLng, **4 another 19 to 1+ days for shlpaent, 

. i guess things will have to be rushed a little^ by Roe* tfall 
if we get - the merchandiM by October 1st. 1 aBSiw* the 
finished or final afcetoh rewy 6« sent for a*y fFuwi <af>yvovsl 
by fh« middle of August, end sa* wee^s tfcat nmjiaoL 

dche wwuLd br 4 .na us a/'euad to October, s>e perhaps it 
will bp fchtf m^die of that month before tne stuff is 
available. ror local, - smter.i *oehes, - pubiieivy, 

J snail have to got mo cut m«ae prior to tne avalanche 
of holiday notices, and I suppose' they will suart heating 
the drum for the annual fire wonts and ligating 
features at least a couple cl montne in advance. t 

i shall try to have whatever text is printed to nave it 
so fashioned as to direct Rttwution to tfce Town of Wafec^itoohee 
< ana tncCdwr Coaaairy pLatoe, xor lho$e &hnuU be the ones to 

appon4 to more niigruu* th&n th* now one about the Joyous 
oonst which is known to very p few pilgrims, I imagine. 

1D«J 0 ■'> • & * - v * * ‘ ' * . . •, . ,r J | (i J ' 

xhe enolosuxes are of no interest hut 1 sene 
tnem alon* regardless. Jnx be it from me to a8t why 
little Mise uarolyn should h«vo he-taten herself.to 
- -1 »aso, of all places, to meet her TTienas. i*m a little 
uncertain about rexas geogiwphy, hut a Dolieve »l ^aao. 
is about" as fax from Marshall as it couid possibly be, -t and 
still full within the limits of the none star state. 
j-'ne sum total of all this flying‘about is that the Wane Kiver 
artiole languishes and xexas hasn't the excuse for providing 

i8r¥4W,UAW« 

nebulax.*••••• 


xeaiivsuay, »ug u t »th, lS»eS. 


i vj r* ? u 


iubiliOl XXdyUXl 


a ^as been a long, hot, busy day, and l cant n gxuoee 
in tho direction of the shimmering ice bucket with vast 
impatience, for the Tender Leaf hour is (jailing me, and 
the ioea beverage will restore a measure of vim and vigor when 
I have loiocked off a few no-aooount letters and call it *. day. 

irnring tn# nlgnt, nwranflers made ijm-ro»*d^ on the loe?»l 
paar cror, h?*»ufe 4 ,r»g «, f«w/ limbs and genuvally upsetting adjoining 
plants, i accordingly set throe men to worfc nt caret of dawn, 
divesting the trees of all their* fruit, of which there was much. 

„ •) ’ ■ 

rhe family of Lovb winiajns^ —love was tili*d in the automobile 
pile up nere along in January or veDruary, —the family of Love 
simply will not give up attaolcing pear trees before the fruit gets 
ripe, so far as i alh concerned, they ooula nave the w ole crop, 
but they axe sa aboriginal by nature that, if one pear remains on 
a tree, they oau’t rest until they have torn that particular tree 
and a half aoaen adjoirung; ^lentb to pj.ecas in their tu4t«d effbrhs 
to reua4 up sufib 4 avail ytruao. 4h«tr 5 »apa utae a roaua wbe Was 
forever preabtmg Into tla<? store or were hoasm, and I xecail oaee 
h« atoU, —of ell iWiugs, - two do«en hoe handles ana toot: them to 
a local boJ<*y-tone to Crude su»we for a drinic. /, U., t)eVaq_ 
m a hi. owed business man, ioifirares bhe def^redati q^s oF the fwmiiy 
because there ana. obeut e million Ki w e roix^iua tfcsn IQ to 
20 years of age, **4 poire of hands pick, lots of cotton, o&cu* 

hrWV^ef Tintf; uersendtky, L ahouUl n«v«r tofemte socb, trash 
on a pioce I «ufA»d. but thea. wbv»> it<-©mV4 -ho narvatf *>0 

suppose J tuouid'-Kt have <a*fde fieid haadx eithon ’ 

• • 

And %« bh* pears are^^berwd £fom>|AeLlras«- autuJ ift > 6 1 
l/liiilianvs ootrit Can iooK farther afueid i cooovod. t Ty, Bar 

thru needn't look foulard Arwntoure, for, as i./s*y bare motiontef• 

5ojd« weeks bactf,, fcUat crop has already Loha stackL bora dxSpoSW ©f. 

.' ; . . . ^ ' : J 

The pxLarin^ ^asawwa tHxS wey *•**•» awneroae todaw, vne( 
oobet mi tfet4W-«rou.p foce/er-treadiae bard on ibe A of The preeccfuywL 
circu.lati.ion u/qs co nst«nF awJl th* enerYaTioa bill high s 


- i9 iUI u 


100.10a .-a: i-j uo .vOoiiD o.-.d iii uiol x J?0CI 0!: ‘* 

j j v neve HtfiftOfJOiiUS 1 (SWill-J lOO iii' 
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l fvais 11 Ifco Userid ot £ii M/hithey 1 lne. ui'gtu :, 
h Eowed. tti€_ facial page. a. bpisndid pie<od o£ 

In it) n oxvhe eniwi-geuoe of the cotton text, as 

a natural result of the nhitney invention, and detailed quiue a 
sumposium on wn«t the salient **sn 60 t 8 o 1 tiic ootton "belt 
erauxaoed, —th«t strip ol land about 300 mlides wide and 
fifteen hundred miles long, sexetohing from the Ashley-Vooper 
on tne £«sfc to uio ■‘•rintiy on tne nest. 

And speaking of the *shley-Hooper, I-was impressed tonight when 
the radio begain detailing ene identity ei prie«<aowre released 
today by tne Communists, wn«n higii on the lj.au w q b some 
gentleman «uOb« tiounu address was given as A|onoK > s vomer, South 
-axolixia. wff hand my guess is thnfMoncks Horner didn't send 
too’ many soiidexs to koroa, and assuming you may have neard 
the broadcast, too, x auouidn't De prised if you and 1 
wore among the very few people around, the H/oxld licCening in 
who eveT neata tell of the place, 

« 

jxeturniug for a moment to mi. whiunoy, x wan, to remark no 
diecLfilvng nuout 1825, vaguely it, Boems to mo ttwe were lots 
or eToo^biou^eopie who, died airing about 1625 and 1826, asiae from 
xhomfis Jefferson ad John Adams, but off hand, i don't recall, 
many exceptional people having been born in those years, tfhat 
I'wanted to remark upon, however, was the fact that the two or 
three n phews whom mr. Whitney had raised and trained oarried 
on his business successfully and that his only son, perhaps 5 or 6 
when his father died, grew to man's estate and eventually took 
over his inheritance, opperated hy his unolaa during his minority, 
and displayed the same capabilities in furthering the mads 
produotion made .of industry which his father had inaugurated on 
the *merioan scene wnen he began his manufacturing career 
at the close of the 1700's, 1 expeot there is nothing unusual 
about a son stepping into his father's shoes but r don't recall 
many who did so with unusual suooesa wne the death of the 
parent proceeded the assumption of filial outlets by such a long 
interim as was Jshe case in the whitmy family, 

I talked with Ora's daughter today, She is taking a 
bit of gummor sohool at uatohitoones before returning to 
ii, o, u, inoeptemDer. xesteroay she slipped on a 
newly poieihed floor at sohool and had to have six'stitches 
takeneither Just above or Just below herright eye, ohe said 
she wouldn't have minded so muoh, had she been on a frolic, but 
it seemed silly to round up suoh a scar in suoh a prosaic 
persuano* of euuotation. 

And now x fold in the direction of the .tender ueaf altnougn 
my thoughts will oontinuin functioning even wnen tne u n aex- 


wl-.ta ^leviaedc 
oin 

em. 'ii -'J- - 7 1 •' 
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Thursday, august 6th, 1963. 




dull summer oontinuee and although we missed the mid¬ 
day treat ef a sterm, the weather made up for lost time 
my massing stacks of thunder heads tonight, rattling and 
banging around, uotting the eleotrio current durin ghe 
-■ iisenhower speeeh, —but spilliag not a drop ef water, 

xhe incoming mail was fairly ample but contained 
nothing of particular interest. The thin paper used by *ay 
• seem8 odd for correspondence, and especially when both sides 
are used for dashing off a note. *he old adage has it that 
"imagination rules the world" but l must say it appears may 
feple seem bereft of this powerful commodity. 

Among the post cards is one from a * 18 . Thompson of Wichita 
who is none ether than Juanita Mack's hunt, supposedly a negroes 
but with coloring sufficiently oafs an lait as to put her in the 
mulatto category. 


As for the Kleiser'e, they seem to be in a olase with many another 
person we seem to know, possessed of unusual ability to flit about 
the world at a great rate Like varolyn, the'y seem able to plan time¬ 
tables readily enough but after a while, one begins to realise that 

suoh schedules axe more or less d'eoorative things whioh are in 
no case designed fox anybody's aotual use, 

• ■■ 

today's pilgrim assortment seemed mostly of Louisiana 
origin with some hew Orleans people people who were 
espeoialy pleasant,' fhere were a few people from town who found 
themsevles down this way and dropped off to say *cwdy, Jfrom 
one of them, 1 learned that James Aswell hag' started a 

new project on a portion of his acreage, not too far from 

Grand score. Two or three years baok, he beat the drum announcing 
a new real estate developement embxaoing part of his lead, tovbe 
known as St, Denis heights, - although the altitude isn t great, 

* * • ‘ ' v r ■ ’ * . v ■■ K 

t 





From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, #11-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


i •< > > 

* 


6227 




(K aU _ c ‘ ; 


6228 


Ttt 


.but nothing muoh ever seemed to happen so far as conveying 
• lot8 <to anybody and hence this new project, tentatively styled 
Memoray lane Gemetery, Lots for burial sites are being 
offered for sale but * know not if anyone has invested in one 
as yet, 1 am not sure he has been fortunate in his selection 
of a name, for off hand 1 get the impression the developeraent 
might be a place to bury memories rather than people and 
somehow 1 get the Impression that it is Memory Lane that is being 
provided will m buial site rather than a final resting plaoe 
for human beings, 1 must oonfess 1 can but smile when 
1 reoall that James doesn't believe in sentiment and very 
politely but very pointedly assures me that he doesn't care for 
its presenoe in things I write, but he hiftiself, ironioally enough, 
turns to sentiment definitely en -ugh when in trying to stir up 
a burial plot, reaches out and styles it Memory*Lane '-emetery, — 
proof postive, perhaps, that he is perfeotly'right, so far as 
he is concsned, in not making use of sentiment since, as 
in this instance, he demonstrates clearly enough that he doesn't 

unow how to seieot a sentimental name appropriate to his purpose, 

- 

Ikfound Glemence and aelma waiting for me on the *ucca gaLiory when 
1 rotuxnwu Truiu tWo post" office mis morning. “ews had traveled 
about ILat the pear Harvest had been effect yesterday ana tney 
wore hoping they mxghtr got eOme, J*ach hoi hr ought aloxig 
n good siMd sack which, acooxding to my way of tninfcing, would 
/>uld muoh more kh«n *they could tbuf, But l was mlstaRen, As 
you Know, Oleraenoe is no Spring ohioken and although Selma, 
who Frvelod the Bermuda. xor « piece one mbrniug ctfith liuil# 

ftiaa L«e and m«, ii still, it ^f>v»oe 

Vnoca to the Puny menace, 1 should like to (nave 
Clemdaoe'^ canvases, depicting fcV« hp© h©a<£iwa out* 

for (h«a.r re boa^s* «3oh ffuro ti/T th ft bnsb#L 
of p«er« over their shoulders. purficuioorly a.w*.iou§ 

-* Little kUug lb eery' jfixyd of tj}C»*|, and as 
he finished his 3 years military serves a Week ago last 
Monday, % is Iwokkr*. fvr hxra tk {put jlos an ^Ojodaraaoe auj bo-u/7 

To I hA.ust saf I find \t $avj that 2*irv\«. avl J 

t© or hA* octspn’vq as " fit*? ilftlfc or**, *irit©«Mb he ja 

actually «.bjo.u.t *twi.tc ou(r*sfze» ^ 



cuxd 'i€iX 'I***' ^° 

oujl aMe Wo ajW <H< JL»Ur- Iaouuxsl qAxxM JU. 
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r< 1 t Tec. " . o Friday, August 7 th, 1953 * 

<mie ©Louis o u ewiholiq 003 V> wu.*»*n 

bu\ siawr itestt ei eui\ 

i©A 4 beo«t*n£> ed «oo eiuoJ \o o sqaAnsq -u..- '.huot 

, ssihhi \ 9 l \3 \0 Jt.Of hvi u 0 

Memorandum 

iTo» nice to /ind your Tuesday letter in today s post, 

v 111 

Is you ftao« already concluded, I haue been, guided by 
H „ur zdviet regarding the Segal. It it an Sind 0 / 

•£ me Jt r cVjh 

CXi.^air. C jt.l\l n a “r.J ? to o.llag. one 

hall a couple ex\ra ones 9 n hand «d .ill 

itesis».«SS 

X’oXud. r* faoniE *».; w-* 

/or your thought/ulneat in this natter. 

It goet *i thout . aying thdt l a. 

jksk rjr, a <M9,na " 0B 

& ss,rs^» 2S£ £„r 

-SC sr&ltt JSSS 2&S5CS sss 

clear tailing straight ahead. 

I. today', post can. tk. tnclo.ar. from Mr.. B *J»w. 

c • Ik “ 

ii Before act no. wlegement of hen letter ^ 

Ruth Pi ere on of Matchi tooKsei, v Pre*<de»t 0 / 
the Garden Club, there, and explore vith the < j**** el ' t 
of Commerce to see if there ie any point in doing ^l hi y p ^ ±h 
/bout e»t»rtat»t»flte 500 ladie* in tow* #» February 84 th or 85 th . 

■ • ^riovVor 

, 9 «o 4 ud ,» 9 .c Vto\»d ^ - OiU no ;:J*** ,, 

1 .M«o» T 9 dtoms KCitt fthoa^eoi S »oo noJico^u s» i 
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♦ So-.far as my own intentions are concerned, I'm not 
dreaming of entertaining 500 pilgrims at a single sitting. 

One hundred twenty five is more than ample for a single go- 
round but perhaps a series of tours can be arranged that will 
cover most of the biddies • 

The February date has one potential element in its favor,- 
for the Chinese magnolias should be at their best along a bout 
then, and many of the bulb flowers might be doing business 
about then. But Jack Frost is an unpredictable fellow and 
as in counting one s chickens, so one, if smart, .doesn 't 
run up maganolias on theadding machine until they have 
actually come through • 

, iVfisisTqmoo sscottoo or •j'nr.st :.<$?■ freu\. e bociv-.s'rno x.S 

But the ladies in Batohex in the early 1930's, following 
the big February freese just before the Mississippi Carden Club 
assembled in that oity, discovered that old plantation 
houses provided a pretty good substitute for diverting 
visitors when all floral evidences had been eliminated • 

And with .this in mind, the officers in charge of the,February 
meeting in Alexandria will be smart if they provide some substitute 
means of entertainment for their, guests But such considerations are 
for the Alexandria people to worry about* As for myself, I 
shall see what can be done conveniently to lend them a hand and 
shall write Mrs. Holloman accordingly a week hence when she has 
returned from Kentucky. 

■' •> ■ T ' 0/40 ttO 9< 

I suppose the mention of the Garden Club set my mind to 
turning over the possibility of doing a plate entitled 
The Gardens of Melrose". Using the aerial photograph of the 
gardens as a. base, I envision the houses- sketched in at 
their relatively actual locations , with the big oak to indicate the 
front garden, an iris for the Iris Garden, a flock of bananas for 
the front of Tucca, the sun dial and bamboo for the White Garden. 
some narcissus for the^ulb Garden and so on* I thtnk it has 
possibilities at some future time when the Melrose Plantation plate 
begins to play out, Guernsey lilies, of course, would define Vie 
garden of the African House, Tuppon for Dr, Miller's long cabin. 
Crepe myrtles for little Miss Albert n 's audio with sweet . 

olives for the bindery and wisteria or Chinese magnolias for the 
weaving house. I might keep this as a possibility, following 
an Uncle Ton's cabin plate, should I decide on the latter and can 
•ake qncle Tom carry the next item. It is something which 
doesn t have* to be rushed into, and can simmer along for a while 
to see if the idea really Jells eventually. . ^ . 

i 

I find myself counting the weeks before Labor Day when schools 
will be re- opening once more. I suppose we are bound to have 
a visitation from up the road before then, but one thing is certain, 
the vacation can t last more than another month .* 


• lOMjWSJB seoJtidO siiAus o \n droil 9 A3 tto sjck.t 

' , ' ... ‘ . ... 

Sunday, August 9th, 19 53. 

. . 5,30 eti' Vo 90iio Si\3 JlU’.C' f. \ji9T OSB b3:. 

9 /;.CT 9 b«w oi \i Lfrita f ot v.i i.99\ a; o. all \i . I 

. C - 9 r T'.. iuo n 4U i i i : t o\. 

. • . •. ->» \i iii. oitiiu ..ir.'iKS 9*u \J5)"c f «r.-a. si 

Memorandum : . c > 

. ilU-j; . . V. . . .0 - ' o, ■ ' V , 9. GS S. 

9 } A little after first dark itoiright? every lamp ; poet in ^ 
the gardens was alight when I returned from dining at the Rand 
. camp. Two beams from flashlights «traveled along the bamboo 

hedge along the fence separating the iris garden from next 
door, and on approaching their points of origin, I foundCeleste 
and Madam Regard, of all people, staggering around in the 
i bushes and palms, —searching -for, me• , 

Go ■. GO' . ■' ;•' ■>. .;o ‘iw .,0 <19’■ ' 4..-; •' l r . 

J. H. had gone to Texas for the week end and we had dined 
early this noon. The Jodies said they were going in town 
to the movies, and wouldn t be back before first dark. And so when 
, Blythe and King Rand dropped in around 5, I accepted their invitation, 

and succeeded unwittingly in subsequently throwing the two ladies • into 
a panic, \. I expect it was my fault, since anybody would know if 
they ever' found them at home, .something must be radically w rong, 
and if I shouldn't ever be Jound slap on the home^plate, something 
equally unimagineable must have transpired• That s how custom 
establishes a pattern of thinking, —and so can lead one into 
false conclusions. 


00 ! $ TO 


•4 o iqx? i 


iUliT l 


Saturday is said to have been the hottest day thus far this 
year, .and I am ready^to believe it. $he Wenks blew in at 6 a.m., 
but fortunately didn t get beyond the store, and they departed 
for Shreveport later-in the day without coming in the front gate, 
praiises be. ■ & c tKuo<ftitu sc ssoat 

s.'T I lx ...0 “O , t .s:U' sii 9Ai so Acua t bo» :•« 

Sone acquaintances of Helen's arrived unannounced from 
Waco about noon, —camera conscious, and so I turned them loose 
Zl and saw i them no more, fortt^was obvious it was pictures^they 

wanted and they could operate their cameras without any assistance 
from me. There were other pilgrims tn the afternoon^butsl 
gave them-scqnt attention, contenting myself to keeping in the 
shade and so not minding ^the heat which.was intense. 

9;V wnsfi 0C B\J9«Ti!0\, s i A3 S&OCCblM 0. 749 = . 

Today's sky was equally cloudless but a vagrant breese 
blew lasily from the direction of the &ulf and so tempered 
the sQn' fhuxyday, Celeste had told me that Dr. Rand toae in the 
hospital, and so I did not advise him,of the baptisin 
scheduled for St. Mathew's this morning. I was therefore 
astonished when Bands appeared on my gallery.. Dr. Rand wanted to 
to\ t bi.c.T qiA aAJ ib: bsj;ii i 3 J 4 oo os it 'nisiiqoi 

,• po*t\ 9{soA b9uiT*«^ ber zizt il Jiu'b bsitoqsT oaiuoqaTV vjr 

9 AJ yjiuildOTq blic VJWTi. 94 '-'. i'i 904 G.T 36 \0 B' 39 T 'o 

.uociioi'. \o ir... *lo1\ i bmkMA- 
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try developing roots on the limb of a white Chinese 

which is said can be accomplished by removing a ring of bark and 

cover the ring wUth Spanish moss which is dampened and 

tied securely around the place where the bark has been *afreno//. 

I figured if he was feeling sufficiently energetic to undertake 
such a job 9 his health couldn t be too bad • 

It seems they are entertaining all day Wednesday at the 
camp and probably some of their guests will be wanting to 
pass this way, as some of them are old friends of 1 

am alad to know about this in advance, as I shall be able to 
shape several lines of endeavor for that day ±n aduanae, and e3 P^ l< ^ lly 
so as the ladies across the fence are staging a party for the same day. 

' J r . , 

And so, after much collecting of seed pods from the Chinese 
magnolias, grafting or whatever Dr. Rand calls his line of 
endeavor, and after Blythe, —a little oat of order, I bought, 
had picked quite a few of my fine gourds which, according to my way 
of thinking, aren t ripe as yet, so we journeyed aver to the 
camp where we supped under your cedar, the smooth surface of the 
river making a wonderfully placid mirror on which was etched 
such pretty reflections of the dark trees along the opposite bank. 

A gentle breeze stirred the air and a couple of cardinals busied 
themselves calling the one to the other in the willows 
along the margin of the river. t It was all very peaceful 
and much as you would have liked. 

Although inclined toward being sleepy last night, f l did 
get some reading done although the subject matter wasn t 
particularly thirlling. I explored a page or two from the 
"ttourney into Wonder", and was entertained by particulars about 

. . . . * . . n j « • _ _• . 1 a/I P« o A lift T.rLGT 




, iiiyjo onoo.r> 9 $Monday , August 10th, 1955. 
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Memorandum r 
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. that highly speculative Bacific island, called Raster. , And the 
there was something about various plants, including the swee 
potatoe of whose origin little seems to be known, although 
even though its ancestry is unknown, some of its Min folk are 
named, such as the tie vine, and, of of all things, the Morning 
Glory. I had never thought of the sweet potato and the 
zo morning Yglory as being ofy.ths same iMettle of ftsh, but sanit 
seems to be I found it interewting that while the sweet potato 
appears to have been a native of Central or South Americay somehow 
it did find its way to the islands of the South Pacific 
long before any white men ever cross the ocean, —either the 
Atlantic or Pacific, and this fact, plus other evidences would 
seem to indicate that journeys to and from America and the 
islands of the Pafic took place long before that gentleman 
named ColColumbus, was born. j 

I think the Rands were hoping to contact Puny ,and^Zelma 
with a view to making preparations for Wednesday s fvolic at the camp, 
but the Punys .weren'1 at home. I expect they had gone to the 
baptisin' and so continued their day in the big road, for 
my grapevine reported that Little King had arrived home from his 
three years of service in the Army and probably the family 
round it an excellent t.me for a ..ah of holiday - But 


Last nightwas such a delicious one to sleepy what 
with the thermometer^ dropping from somewhere around 1 00 
to a cool 68 before morning. -It ie such a novel and pleasant 
sensation at this season of the summer to feel the impulse 
to grab, while still half asleep, for a, sheet, 

;■ " '■ . . . j ' 1 3'T C ’• "> 0 ' Sj 

Ii i has been- cloudless again today and the temperature in 
the 90' s, hut we are promised a low of 64 before morning, 
and so we all should a waken full of vim and vigor on the morrow. 

,3 t 39~ - v us'&ob 1. IV.. 0"> :iv j . t 

There were two requests today that were unexpected, one 
being from somebody in Baton Rouge,asking if it were possible 
to obtain a modest, colorful painting of a flower or some such 
sio from the brush of Clemenoe for around five dollars. It 

v.o .... appears Look magazine gets around oo v o r m 

i s 

And the second request was from the Education Department, 
asking me to appear on a program, being held by negro educators 
, later in the season, with the subject of my address to be 

anything I cared to select. It will be a great pleasure 
v to do what I can. I am so slightly acquainted with 

people in the educational field that I have no idea to 
whom I might be indebted for having issued this invitation. 

. 

z I did read a page or two last night, after Miss 
Roundtree got through with Senator Duff. I found myself 
i V, wading around in the pampas and the Addes with von Hombolt and 

with the botanist who made the pouth American trip with von Hombolt 
on his first go-round. By some oddity of manufacturing, the 
disk does a blur at each mention of the botanist s name, and 
as I know nothing about the gentleman, I remain quite 
ignorant as to his identity. The author remarks that after 
Bonaparte, von Hombolt was the most honored mdn in Europe 
during his time. Somehow I had thought of Goethe as 
being Ho. 1 man, but perhaps he never enjoyed the popular 
4 acclaim that was von Hombolt' s+ o o' - 

. 

I seen to have a stack of books awaiting my attention, 

. net one of which excites my interest. I eupose this 
is because I have my mind set on reading Freeman s volume 
V of George Washington, which, for some reason, seems slow about 
. ... coming to hand, and until I have satisfied myself with 

I shall probably consider everything else as of secondary interest. 


bio 

,1 .0 j < 
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. A commentary on contemporary civilization in 

Misai88ippi came to hand tonight when Little King dropped in 
to 3 ay Howdy, I asked him if he had had any adventures on 
hia trip down from Maryland, driving alone in his somewhat 
elegant car. He said he hadn't but that he had breathed much 
easier when he reached the bridge at Vicksburg and could 
see Louiisiana on the far shore of the river. It seems that 
in approaching Ueredian, Miss,, a couple spark plugs became 
a bit of a problem, - nothing unique and something anybody 
could straighten out or tighten up in five minutes. He stopped 
at a garage, —and apparantly that section -is dotted with hill 
billy garage operators, and was told the staff of that 
garage couldn't work on the car, —too busy. The same answer 
came from the next, the next and the next, Iij occured to him 
that perhaps nobody wanted to wort on a negro s car" and 
so, when being turned down about a dozen times, he stopped 
, at the next, explained his spark plug problem and asked if 
he might for a fee, make use of a couple of the garage 
wrenches to put his engine back .in order. He was told no 
T. garage opera ed on a basis the permitted drive in' service on the 
part of the car owner* And soy' creeping along, he had to 
journey on westward 100 miles, never sure the car would make 
the next turn of the road and feeling mighty depressed 
about the situation his problem had revealed, I must pass 
thi 3 account along to Lora who gertainly will wax eloquent. Little 
King, 3 aid he had hoped to discover at least one garage in the Merddi 
Jackson region operated by colored people but apparantly the 
hill billies don't allow garages to be operated by people of 
. color. Why there isn't more racial difficulties in Miasissippi 

is a mystery to me. And the marvel of Little King's reaction 
seemed to be that no hatred was engendered in his mind but merely 
the recognition of the fact that some people are mighty dis- 
' agreeable and as in the case of variations of pigmentations in 
4 .U. . the human epidermis, it'3 just one of those facts of life 

to be taken as a matter of course; -—and to be vastly relieved 
when one moves beyond its influence• 

93 in I t stows si'3 Jruo^.U- ■ i\z r-o'ok* a.. 

New Orleans telephoned between this paragraph and the 
above t A youthful man and woman who passed here one day 
last week had stopped off at Weeks Hall's and had heard confirmed 
A v L what they had suspected, —that Shadows on. the Teche and Melrose 


are the two places in 'Louisiana that, as monumnents to 
plantation life, really matter. They telephoned to ask if 
they might come back to Melrose on Thursday with cameras, 
taperecording machines and the Lord Knows what all, I told 
them they might. I suppose the conversation lasted half an hour, 
which ought to save a K heap of talk when they make it to Melrose, 
t \ i > So the week begins and so I get on .to the mail and Tender Leaf,,,, 
~ n-,0 o a: oaio r - i ’ [t 9 n*bl«RO' \ - LicAe . 


! uesday, August 11th, 19 53. 


i ■ ir. ?. r. <•>. .'tSLO.i’Sf tfj .* < ti 

Memorandumt . r 

'.». I' * S- - i > -‘4 " ■ t c ■ *3 : - 

.How nice to find your letter of Thursday, the 6th, in 
today's post, 

**ii. ■ .-.i ■ .a 4*. 4 r O ftSXOfe . .. 

I am so Relighted to know how things are turning and 
I agree with you whole heartedly that the fact that a note 
was forth-coming from one of the bridal party was so much 
in order, and in line with a sympathetic soul while the absence 
of a communication for the other somehow demonstrates a certain 
self centeredism that seems regrettable, and most particularly 
perhaps because, unwittingly, the person who forgets to 
remember so often ends up by finding himself forgotten, 

,'.l 4 - i e 1 i’ijno' -• stj&iiaA S .nr,-.., isci a4 9 . 

. My day has been exceedily long. The weather turned hot 
again, —in the upper 90's, I suppose, and the pilgrims 
were all unfortunate in their arrivals, he first arrived around 
8, The second group, scheduled for 10, reached her at 
111 05, meaning, of course, that the IliZO dinner hour, so far as 
I was concerned, had to be pushed back until 18, and just as 
I started on my soup, people who had .asked for an appointment 
on Friday of last week, arrived, The afternoon pattern was precisel 
the same and had I only been able to find a second in between 
for a gulp of Tender Leaf, I suppose I might have taken the 
dizzy schedule with more grace, 

:* .o v vcn.• . e.rin Lin. s-vor >,;■ i..,-. .J\. 

I was so glad you heard ,the Mansfield Invitation to L ea rning di 
cussion, I am hoping your intention to hear the Gertrude Stein matt 
on Sunday was realized, I found t.t enlightening and that I wanted 
to read the book under disucussion, "Three Lives", I believe was 
the title, I have never read it but as the three gentlemen 
went into the matter, I discovered they were accomplishing one 
of the true aims of real educators, —to whet the apetite of 
the pupil for ,more knowledge about the subject touched on, 

I wonder if you, e n as I, find yourself wondering sometimes, 
ort listening to these programs, as to why the re^ss ive 
educational systems^ under which we struggled as children never 
seemed to bother about oreating any particular tnterst on 
„ -the part of the pupils for the stuff they had to read, 

vii> If .any class in literature I attended had embraced any element in it 
ni x \that approached these nvhtation to Learning programs, I 
*o, reckon I would have relished ten times more the things I 
■ discovered I liked and probably would have found much more 
Palatable those title whioh could never be forced down my neck 
t with any vast satisfaction y at least, to myself • 

■. i"‘. w’ . oi \>qc f u a t ini, an \<r. 'oniiio\ sto'y d a \>v. bite 

_ _ _n j s < a "<'. i a£ auie Li 4 -a •tah.us'L hmx% 


I 
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I saw J. H. at supper. He had just returned from 
his week end in Texas, Ho one porbably knows the purpose 
of his trip, for it might embrace anything from a frolic 
to investigation of lands for speculation, —and might 
quite possibly embrace both of those possibilities and 
half a dozen other things. He says Vest Texas really 
presents a disheartening appearance, for the effects of 
the drought are still evident and in many areas the 
prolonged dry spell still obtains. Aside from the vast 
losses in cattle, the cotton crop scarcely exists in 
some quarters Texas, of Course, is usually one of the 
top states in*the production of cotton but in spite of 
the loss of this year's crop, the. nation s total productit 
for this year is estimated at about the same number of 


• ‘li ti i ' ' ' \ I ^ . i t ^ ( ' 0 ^V. T . . *3 

v. • v cju. ■. .a no\ v. fc i . .• i. 

;b ;r- iio '•••;i8-«i «, .• 3h«c-*. v tf . o. «. :• »• \ 

t Wednesday, August 18th, 19 53. 

\o o. : i it- jaic j A’u: r.:tr ; rtsi - V 

«ot- tuit • to'v asitii i-vi'A \o or :-.yto\ b a.u.'i:. 


i Tl 


St .4 \ll\ 


C 8 9 .v t 


30 TO'i 
£> 
3 JS> 


i ’. TO 
SB * '. ■ 

il i\, -MS, 

is j C'Cq,!) 
is in si J ij 


is s us 


■ <•: * \ 
axiitsH 
s ib3 i It\iw 

•: 1 9v.\u 

ao bsti'ow 


bales as last year, I believe California is steadily increasing 
its cotton production with each succeeding year, 

■ 4* t ' • '■■■'. t e.' ■ " ■ ■ s 

Along about sun down, J. H. sent me a quarter of 
a chilled water melon. It was the type that has the 
yellow interior as opposed to the usual red. coloring * 
to which we are generally accustomed . It was a fine one 
as to taste, although the pulp seemed a little coarser than 
sonxe of the red ones I have sampled this year # 

• .-.3 i. b«:.\ oj >1 : '.( '.at. t b: b * »•< ' !l 

Just as I had carved the huge slab up to 
share with a couple of my friends t a servant appeared 
announcing more pilgrims a groupe of three, father, 
mother and daughter, all Baldwins of Atlanta. and 
Mr, Baldwin having something to do with the Department 
of Agriculture, I thought a call at such an hour something 
of a nerve but. I had to confess to myself that it wasn t 
any more out of the time schedule than -about all the 
othe batches I had had to contend with today. ut when 
they were finally gone I was glad to call it a 
day so far as tours wele concerned. 


C J p 


v» si 


I was glad to hear Frank Edwards program ^tonight, 
m^inclading his guest, Senator Morse, for I hadn t heard 
^ ny news in two or three days, what with this or that g 


su 3 us*; 


ny news in two or three days, what with this or that getting 
in between me and the radio at news time f and because 
. it is always stimulating to hear what Senator Morse has to day. 

Somehow the current events seemed to trail wonderfully far 
t r, away during this two or three day skip, since my reading 

of Journey Into Wonder had taken me to the Galapagos Islands 
which seem to be inhabited by oreatures of ,anoestry even 
more remote than my acquaintance with wha't s going on 
U the mrli. I sXalAaue a taw da» towrro», I 
and yet before folding my beard, l am happy to say my faithf 
hiu>k 0 * mid Tender Leaf will aive me infinite i—t. 
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Memorandum: 

$• b»:t> itoojs bi ; \ X ooi : i. \jii . . i ■. b.Ab '.iii I 

. Another busy, hot day but withal pleasant. 

'■•V -V. L . ji . -5- •_ 3i\. 4 C 0*\O Ob 

But before going into that, I should like to touch 
on the matter of the books you mentioned in your letter 
of yesterday. I am so glad you told me of the one 
you are reading and how you got the impression that 
its modern flavor suggested it was more contemporary fiction 
or perhaps contemporary approach to historical facts than a 
revelation of one's self, autobiographically, as coming 
• directly from the pen of the person who supposedly wrote it. 

<. ' 

I believe the volume is being recorded and I have asked 
Hew Orleans to forward a copy to me as soon as it is available, 
and I shall enjoy it doubly, knowing that .you have read it, too. 

o.'.n *. o3 csifcs.i *jsb Lkisnu )sj 3 ; ■ sb b,. 

One thing I must say for this and perhaps one or two 
other volumes on the same period, —that tt seems to 
have quickened interest in that era in all the readers with 
whom I have talked, both numb-skulll and erudite. And 
some of the latter are probably picking up threads spun by 
other workers on the same period, so that a wider understanding 
of those times and people will be broadened. I attribute all 
of-this imp lse to the one book, although a flock of others, most 
of which, I assume, are <.trashy enough, have filled in chinks 
for the casual readers who have been stiumlated to tread this 
path further. 

•J •• 5t*>3 ’. 8Muirs .. •■■iii-u -..Jt. *.*; ,< '..9'.;. - L.se \*.L vW 0. 

Last night I tried reading something about the Emporeror 
is it Emperor penquins who seem to be a fascinating little folk if 
one isn't too drowsy to comprehend their merits, but my head 
soon started nodding and I know just about as much as I did 
about them before 1 began reading. 

j-s.i cs iti V’s i 3 bt tsi'3 to\ ,3r bits uob © 

With characteristic gusto, just before the cotton season 
opens, half a dozen gardeners were sent me this morning on 
the theory that from next week until December there will be 
such vast activity in the cotton and pecans departments that 
the gardens must gird up their loins now against desertion 
x during the next four months. It's an odd .way to garden, but one 
does the best one can with the materials at hand. 

•)1 V. Ijj b ' . 00,0*\ v t '.'0U°S \t£i 8£>?> QU k l\. UOfs t') 
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Blythe and the Pringles from Lecompte, La*, arrived 
at 9, but I was ready for them, having anticipated big day 
by turning my house up-side down, inside out, wrong side 
around, other end to, provided employment for the windfall 
of gardeners and furnished Celeste with oceans of 
zinnias and forests of butterfly lilies for her afternoon 
party. 

The Pringles got several shots in color between 9 
a nd 11 when I had to leave them to attend to pilgrims. 

I nibbled lightly at the local board and noon and at 
one% o'clock joined the Rands for, a delicious dinner, It 
was hot crossing the cotton fields but a lovely breeze 
^ stirred along the river and set the cedars a-swaying gently. 

- 3.'. • o t ■ :• :: r O’.'S if 

Dr. Rand brought me home after I, had had a conference with 
one of the Pringles reading a pictorial thing she is 
trying to do. On reaching Yucca I responded to 
a telephone call from Millspaugh's, asking for six dozen 
plates and promising me a check before the invoice arrives 
from Rock Hall covering the impending Joyous Coast. If 
that works out as promised, the thing ought to balance 
very neatly t 

f. ' ■: " i: . ■. / 

Dr. Rand came later just as my secretaries were arriving, 
a iid he waited until the ladies came to take afternoon pictures 
in color of this and that explosion of color which morning 
shadows had prevented» They had been over at Joe Rocque s 
whom they found very feeble but still of active mind 

I can't recall if I mentioned on Sunday that when 
I a sked Blythe if Maud Pattison was summering in Alexandria 
of Henderson, North Carolina Blythe said she hadn t the 
faintest idea as she hadn't been her in months. That partner - 
8hip m u8t have "busted up", I tajie it. I suppose Maud 
h a s remained as tiresome as ever and Blythe seems much more 
e mellow these days and two such different qualities have 
probably snapped the cord which has always been something 
of a puzzle to me. 

►oe . r. euii; r.oo nofacsii .i i a* 

More secretaries came but the supper bell beat us to 
,the post and pilgrims of color awaited a tour afterwards, so 
by the time first dark arrived, i, was ready to .call it 
a day and tonight, for the first time in ever so long, I 
shall be missing my Tender Leaf which I never got around 
to brew. . c . 

v.o o 

I suppose tomorrow pattern will be as busy as today s, 
what with the recordings to be done and people on my hands 
all day. My Friday schedule is already fairly full, but if 
we can only escaped the Wenks this week end, * think I shall 
get caught up easily enough, I hope. That a dull letter this 
hn.m turned nut tn he. Let US hooe for a better stah. at _ 


Thursday, August 13th, 1953. 
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c Memorandum : > 

. _ . : • .. I S'- 

The enclosure a are the worth while items tn this envelope. 

I think you will find Dora's letter so gay, especially as 
regards Texas, and little Miss Robina's account of the encounter 
with the Briarwood gals is informative. Of course I 
she was quite wrong in breaking ,the bonds of silence which 
I had imposed on her regarding the plate business but I can 
well imagine the temptation was pressing under the circumstances 
she outlined and while I can forgive her for breaking the 
confidence, I cannot but regret that she gave way to the impulse. 

Oddly enough, about the time the ladies Robina dnd Caroline 
;>i. were into each other s hair, I was penning Caroline a casual 

letter which she probably found awaiting her on her return 
to Briarwood. In view of the talk that went on at the 
Shreveport encounter, the presence of a letter from me will 
probably impell her to take pen in hand immediately, although 
there is no-mqre reason for her so doing that a half doe sen 
other, circumstances during the j>ast half year during which she « 
hasn t bothered to acknowledge any communications. 

~ . ittltO! iOO-1 

There is only one thing I hope and pray as regards myself 
, „ , (N in relation to t he Briarwood set up and that is that Briarwood 
may never learn that I have set things in motion that will 
^ jump their income from one particular source from around five 
hundred dollars to something over a thousand dollars a year, l 
tfyink it can be so arranged as to prevent them from ever ° 

I had anything to do with fiddling with the faucets in this instance 
a nd if they could make a mistake in the matter of the gift plate, 
on which most certainly my name appeard on the wrapper, then surely 
it shouldn't be difficult for them never to dream whence 
started the impending matter in which my interest will never 
appear either in the typed or spoken word, 

oi Early this morning the New Orleans people arrived on schedule. 

_ The weather was cooperative, -**a cloudless sky all dau, - and 

* a “ u boiling. t They are everything that Clarenoe John isn t in the 
matter of consideration and cooperation. We made an inttial 
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tour of the gardens and buildings, oheoking off what shots 
could best be accomplished while the sun was yet in the East 
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and which scenes lent themselves best for afternoon filming, 

They worked mightily and allowed me an interlude with Dr, 
a nd Mrs, Knipmeyer and after a very pleasant dinner, we all went t 0 
work again, I sent for Clemence who came through the 
bamboo promptly at 2 and several shots were secured of her, after 
which the balance of the afternoon things were caught on film. 

The big old sound recording aparatus was put into shape but 
we were so concentrated on making the most of the favorable 
lights and shadows that we never got around to using the 
recording tape. They will return later in the season for 
whatever additional pictures are required flt which time the 
sowid record ,ngs ’Will be made and since the weather is bound to 
be a little cooler then, I think I shall be able to do the job 
under more satisfactory circumstances, 

3*t 1 •-> 9,- ►. V!t<u Qitf S5M» uaU i'ic.fffti *>: Ott ■ i.lT i I v '.j; . 

During Frank Edwards' broadcast tonight, they telephoned me 
from town to express their thanks again for a. satisfacotry day 
and to 3ay that after leaving here, they stopped by Clemence 1 8 house 
where they bought several pictures from her facile brush and they 
seemed very happy to have acquired these souvenirs of their jaunt 
into the Cane River country, 

Oi'c : l! 0. . ■ flloi '-' j •. ' •, iu It , l, cm " 

Muring ayear or so either in the late 1950's or early 
1940's, they occupied an apartment from whose windows they 
could look out on 61 Seventh Avenue South, - a coincidence as 
striking, it seems to me, as the fact that Lyle and I once lived in 
adjoining houses in Manhattan and never knew each other during that 
twelth month, 

iiir\ 99 v;\ '^AV'.q OltC at.C.' - i,MO Vji.ho si 3*T9 - 

hey told me that Wekks told them that he has deeded Ths Shadows 
to that organisation whose precise name I have forgotten, ^—'lhe 
Historic Buildings Society or whatever, of which President 
Grant's son is the head, It seems this Foundation requests or 
requires that as a condition of accepting such a gift, an income 
for the upkeep of the place is required, too, and it is their under¬ 
standing that Weeks' fortune will be included in the deed of the 
Hew Iberia property, I believe Weeks' aunt left him something over a 
million dollars and I suppose the income from that ought to go 
far in keeping up the old place » 

• <>to«u i- 0* a i tv 0 . su V'4 i o * ... 

I was so delighted the Hew Q rleans people were here for it affordt 
me a perfect excuse to decline an invitation to a big party Celeste 
■gave at the camp down Monette's Ferry way. In the morning a dozen 
chickens were being fried, among other things, and whenshe 
headed out for the 15 or 80 mile jaunt down the road, I noticed she 
had Mitchell, the Axe, and another servant or two with her, I believe 
the guests included Mertzogs, Watsons, Williamses, including 
R, B, and Ora and family, much clergy and the Lord knows whom all. 

But the hour advances and I must fold. Mope you enjoy the enclosures . 
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Friday , August 14th, 1953# 
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Memorandum: 

A lovely svelt new moon hangs suspended low over 
. Jp^rJbroadcaster IpecJ of «*****%%-. 

Jut the baseball games, thanks *>,£«{*”? ° ! the 
seasonal twisters moving up from the IndieSi 

But in spte of the local fair mather, mg own day has 

e -£S n z eoKpli,h 

publica pleasure to recognize some pleasant 

is anything aP*ciol. o far as por traint of Madam Recamier 

S£s»i^ 33 K^S.s , fe^• 
£HT" ’ 

the same thing for the 18th century while R\gaud s 

A{kT^a°ioZ^:InV.idemll 

1 n p°hdl."and’l think ? thl effec/of »arcft.n 9 through era after 
. \ era would be stunning, 

in IrtVXpmeTtl rVmlVk VhttWiX ll Anson, 

* ' q® gSSiJSSiaHW. 

week. He ** rontinuina his success in this undertaking, 

that he should be, continuing 


101 










fe- 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 

PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


of "O 


6241 


t'.tuo 


6242 




r 9i 
O-rl: 


' 9 '1 


9' 1 


In the field of contemporary folk ways, I 
must remark upon certain effects of the present c <>tton 
dusting pursuits. It seems wonderful to me, the adaptability 
of insects to the d eath dealing insectacides, for this 
Jear the flies have developed an immunity to the stuff that 
last year i oroght such havoc among them. And e ach year 
the formula must be changed to insure its success in 
Telling out death to the bool weevil and boll worm problems. 

0 n the human side there is a point to be considered, too. 

For since the air planes began their rounds over the cotton 
fields this year, practically all human beings haue been 
‘sniffling IZ clearing their respective throats. >or several 
weeks all signs in the nasal passages sugget a cold, but 
that is an illusion, for in reality I have no cold but 
am merely experiencing irritations in the nose and throat 
brought on my the chemicals beings scattered from on high. 

Another week or so and the dusting season will be over and 
it isn't going to be the boll weevil exclusively who 
will welcome the respite. 

. 

The report on the party at Bourbon Lake, —Ora's name 
for the camp down's Montette’s Ferry way, --was a great successs. 
I believe the thing got under way about 3 o clock and Celeste 
told me she got home around 10, —on outing in the 
' present heat wave uhich I do hot sigh for Ora told me she 
sat and chatted with Ur. Eleanor for a long while and 
dL though neither of them scuffled about any, they just 
naturally were all a-drip sitting perfectly still. There 
must be some recompense somewhere in all this but off hand it 


Sunday, August 26th, 19 53. 
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Another lovely week end and withal wdnderfully peaceful, 
ffaturally I am not unmindful that One of these days we are 
going to be honored by a prolonged visitation from Shreveport, 
but sufficient unto the day is the pleasure of quiet thereof, 
and the hurricane season may come, as it will', when the time 
is appropriate. 
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does seem odd for fully grown people to foresake their air- 
conditioned homes and offices to go and sit for hours in 
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conditioned homes 
such a swelter onodi . 

In the field of gardening, in estimating the profit 
and loss columes, I have long since discovered the pilgrims 
1 and field hands, metamorphosed into gardeners, occupy 
telling places. While engaged with pilgrims yesterday, 

I set some field hands to removing tie vines and morning 
qlory vines from the fences where they did an excellent job 
and having finished it with remarkable speed, they leaped 
over into the gourd section and destroyed half my crop quite 
beyond the bounds where I had put them to work. I shall still 
have bushels of gourds but not half so many as I had 
anticipated. And speaktng of tie vines and morning glories, 

I learned but recently that both are close kin to the 
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As you may have already noticed, the Library of Congres ^ thing 
goes forward to you in the same mail with this memo. I didn t 
have time to run through it but shall be interested to learn 
if it contained anything we have requested. 

^ ^ 4 j . v ^ ^ t v Q \ iv -i 0 

I shall enclose with this memo a letter from Mrs. Stirling 

• along with some clippings she sent. I shall write her that I am 

keeping the clippings, —which means that you might retain them 
unless you care to consign them to the trash basket. Apparantly 
the lady had a fine trip and I am '■glad for I think she both 
deserved and needed it. I shall respond to her letter later 
tonight, and, it just occurs to me, I had also better write 
Mr8. Holloman, too, about her 500 biddies for February. 

‘ \. ., t , . 

The impulse for parties continues to permeate the air and 
I have been lucky enough thus far to escape acceptance of any inviti 
On Saturday night the Mayor of Natchitoches and Mrs. Keyes enter- 

• tained at their camp, down the river a piece, opposite Magnolia. 
They wer so kind as to invite me but........and on the 

same evening the lady doc tof and Don entertained at a barbecue 
at their home. J. H. and Celeste went but I declined • 

* t ^ ' 1 ' ' 7 ' " 

This morning, just as T was in the midst of listening to the 
Inivitation to Learning program. Dr. Rand appeared to invite me to 
dine at the camp today, and so all I might have learnedabout 
Stendal went glimmering. I was getting much out of the discussion 
» » 4-rv .!»•:_ i-ki a «a.~ r.« J ft ever have 

and all 
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sweet potatoe, appearing prominently, as they 
sweet potatoe family tree, all of which seems 

* . . • . • « a J . L « a a a rt 


do, in the 
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as the familv relation between Spanish.moss and the pineapple. 

But the week end begins and I must fold. May yours be a nice one 


w WO w J * —-O- * 

and regretted having the thing broken into r but as 
• been very enthusiastic about the author of Rouge et Noir 
the other things, I was not at much distressed as I would 
have been, had the subject been Dr'. Schweitser. It turne 


\S* 


haue been, had the subject been Dr'. Schweitser. It turned out 
that unbeknown to me, i. H. had acc'ept a request of pilgrims for 
a 1 o'clock tour, and so I had to send a messenger to the Rand 
camp to explain » V regret,. 

. qu- r v ;! 
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Monday, August 17th, 2953• 


A movie is being shown in town, called "Titanic" or 
some such, and the ladies, viewing it this a fternoon, reported 
many details about the disaster tonight. The picture brought 
up considerable talk about next summer's planned jaunt across 
the Atlantic, At the moment there are two primary points 
* x to be striven fort - a minimum of expenditure, a maximum 

of comfort. And if this seems paradoxical to you, so does it 
seem to me, .Boat transportation is planned for at least one 
crossing. What is considered of paramount importance in 
sea transportation is an inexpensive ticket and a state room 
with private bath, the latter being imperative, If that can 
be accomplished it will rank as another of those rareties known 
»•" as eating one's cake and having it, too, Since the comptroller 

of 'the purse stings seems utterly indifferent as to costs involved, 
it i8 difficulty to imagine why the prospective traveler should 
give that mdtter any serious thought and if the word, serious, seems 
out of character, it must be admitted that on expenditures of 
dny sort that is perhaps the only thing taken seriously, An 
interesting point about the whole hejira is the fact that there 
doesn t seem to a be anything td be encountered on the opposite 
side of the Atlantic, once one has arrived, that excites any 
interest, save possibly a chick restaurant where there is dancing, 

A pretty dull book in the form of an encyclopaedia as to why people 
go to Europe would make pretty dull reading, I should imagine, but 
'undoubtedly would contain a surprising collection of reasons, I 
suppose, I have such vague notions as to what contempoary Europe 
may be like, especially the frolic spots and their location, that 
I fear I can be of little help in making suggestions, but perhaps 
I would come nearer to hitting the builds eye if I recommended 
Rome as a starter to satisfy religious yearnings, to be followed 
immediately 'b\f th'e Riviera, If Rome were achieved by Easter, then 
one might strike some place like Hice by the full tide of Spring 
where one would encounter more dancing, perhaps, than in any 
other spot on the continent. Lending a hand to people striving to 
attain desires that, at best, are a little nebular in one's own concepts 
is indeed an imposing problem, ^ 

I wondered if you were listening tonight to la Rountree when 
Assistant Secretary Robertson corrected her by saying "Mrs, Roundtree, 
my name is not Roberts but Robertson" whereupon she countered by 
saying that "I'm Miss, not Mrs," That was one way to add novelty 
to "Meetr the Press",’ 

, . i 

At the moment, and I cannot beliehe it, I seem to have no 
definite appointments for th’e impending week. The liet result, I 
suppose, will be a solid bang-up,,,,,, 
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Memorandums 

The enclosures are of secondary interest, and the letter 
, you will probably dispose of pamrptly as it it no doubt 
, carries extraeneous data,- but I send it along because of 
the reference to the eventual forwarding from Rock Hall of 
the final sketch which ,reached me today and which I am returning 
to Rock Hall forthwith, I suppose this sketch may reach you 
around Labor Bay, possibly later, and as the merchandise on 
which w it will appear cannot possibly come to hand before 
sometime fn October, you will feel quite leisurely about 
the 42nd Street business, for I shall have no need of the 
. print until shipment of the plates is made. In mentioning 
all this so casually, I pray I may not a ppear to accept all 
these good .offices on your part with anything but 
sincerest appreciation, and I pray you, if circumstances 
at any time 3 hould put road blocks of any sort in the 
way of handling this business, do, please, say the word^ 
and I can switch the work to Shreveport or some such, frankly, 
there is a yast pleasure for me in feeling that we are sharing 
in these undertakings and I think the individual items will 
always mean a heap more to me just because of the 
element of you in them but please never let them be a burden, 

■As for the clipping, I have no doubt you have seen 
more extensive particulars in local papers but send this 
along regardless, Of course, I don't want it back, If 
I remember correctly, Mr, Cain mentioned something a bout 
getting down this way this autumn and L shall be happy 
if he can linger for a while for. I find him as entertaining 
a literary personality as I have ever known. 

Today 8 weather continues warm although a cooling 
breeze .kept the thermometer down to the upper 80 s, although 
we are promised upper 90's for the morrow "except in 
thunder s torm areas where the winds will reach 30 mile gusts 
and temporary cooling will take place". There will be 
temporary, crashing of pecans limbs, too, if we get 30 mile 
winds, what with the considerable tonnage the trees are 
supporting • j is ~ ; 

■ 0 -1 i b Oli ’HSi ’• i.i jru NO i . i V> IU Vi - • 11 » 

u H'Vnr,. ot ebituA bl*w\ siartu) mmU mon <u 

, b!U. Bofcfroo 

. TL. MU K044r0 8 i frC8 C'• b 0 JuOFOaS 

to __ft uifttaff. bLpiw- ccr. cc.ui- 










From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #11-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


[1^1 


6245 




6246 


L I 




Over the week end, two or three of my soldier friends, 
just out of the after 3 years of service, have confided 
to me that they plan re-enlisting» One of them, Richard 
Kemble, spent 18 months in Korea where he said he found 
it very rough but in spite of that, he is going back 
into the Army, Little King came for a long visit, He 
too, is going to re-enlist within 60 or 90 days. 

During that interim, Little King hopes to get a divorce 
from his mulatto wife, who never was any account and 
whom Little King married, I think, because her lighter 
hue appealed, to him. He told me he had a girl f riend 
in Baltimore who is much lighter than his ife, and I 
suppose that seals that infatuation, while the Army 
will provide a more steady income for the new wife, I 
suppose, that she is likely to find elsewhere• Little 
King's wife, with their {three small children, have been 
receiving a monthly check of $169,00 on which she 
can li,ve easily enough in this area where she has no 
rent to pay and where she contributes nothing to the ( 

, food she and the children receive at their grandfather's hands 

, v„;a as,-oa "50 tr jc* ... sn /to*. * M AoJr if- n • o ■ 

I have heard over the radio that the Army is disappointed 
so few people re-enlist, I can't for the life of me imagine 
why anybody should want to, and after talking with local 
friends, I can only wonder more. 

On the plantation there seems to be a considerable 
amount of domestic difficulty and general dis- 
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satisfaction. At the moment there are seven gentlemen, 
heads of families, who find themselves deserted by their 
wives. This seems like quite a per centage for any 
given period. And some of these husbands, bereft of 
partners, will drift to the big cities for a season, 
probably. At the same time there are four or five families 
who have gone to work in ffhio, Michigan and California, 
all having left during the past week. This seems particularly 
odd because all of them worked crops on shares, and 
what with their respective harvests beginning next week, 
it seems like a weekly worker quitting his job just before 
the puy envelopes are passed around. With dL 1 the 
mulattoes across the river having no craps to harvest 
this year because of the havoc wrought by the high water 
in May and June, the plantation will have no difficultiy 
in getting more than ample field hands to garner the 
cotton and pecanes, I am wondering if there may be an 
element of dissatisfaction over the new overseer, Mr, Young¬ 
blood . Perhaos -the thina is merely » - al __ 


os a 


a i a b 

'v v 'V * 

. .... . 

naM 

* 

(j r J X) n $ 


alto i 




t 1 


i CAS^j , 1 £ 

h VI 9 OC w 

Wcdn-sd-y, Ahgu: ’ 19-th, 19 53 . 

t •/ . c i . a s i ; : ^ -yr- 

It A dslod r 




otonaao 4rsans\ 

\c *i 00.0 

$ i'i.aoo.’ " si 1 'io' u '*4 s oi oo. ss 

i5as\tj : tn bs".oci\ won itcoan *■ 
aa. ;Aoae. awoe ic :■ ieVx*-• evicpo* ci ana*' rsn 
k-v-ooa ou \tasr,if. bovouab '.lUuoy af.'f'otbbv'v 
a ^ i a ’ v a a . ' i oiUfr v •••■• biu o„, 

14 0 t . * 110 .4 . V. v 151 1. X 1 \. L Oo C*4 0 . 


• -J » - 


si.: ; J 
Lu yv:.c 
too 'y\ 
Vo a no 


Memorandums 




jlUiC 


i’ooxa a i 


•) SO 


< a i\ j 


.(U'f, 


[ $ 4 


J.) has been so pleasant today, with a brief shower this 
morning around 7, cooling the air sq that it never got above 


87 during the day, which seem quite Artie for August, 

> .on start no ad oo-i* s.ni jiui:,c\ soabo tionao, yo 

But the pilgrims were all dull and J am .always twice 
\ as hard a worker with dull ones than the other kinds since I 

invariably feel that I ought to be able to cast about and 

<?oa»e up with something that would interest everyone in 
h 0 something{or oth^r. But this is difficult when, apparently, 
qome people aren t interested in anything, 

r v ■" jVjt. a ‘./to ?■ iu l si cb a^ osivOoad ,.,sg.oo- 

The Mayor telephoned me today to inquire if ij> was true, as 
rumored, that a plate of the Bermuda section was forth¬ 
coming, It seems he is planning to effect some re¬ 
arrangements in his home and has in mind using the Cane River 
series n connection with the new decors and accordingly was 
anxious to know about Hoi 6 if it was to come into being, 

■ ■ \ ly t ? ■■ ■ 1 .':-4'. •' i Jt - I'O . i J '-T 

He fell to chatting about Bermuda, naturally, and asked 
me if I had ever done much research on the drilling equipement 
which had been fashioned there in ante bellum times by one of 
the slayes, —perhaps Phillippe. It 3eems several oil expositions 
have borrowed a drilling screw, fabricated in iron by a Prudhomme 
slave, for the drilling of water wells '. But the idea behind 
the invention is such that it became ideal for the boring 
for oil well8 t X believe it is called a fish tail sorew or 
some such I*must look i.nto this matter a little further. 


0S21: 




TO ', *5aVeio. \o $niA<u>iiS 


Anyway, L ,am glad I put Phillippe on the plate, for 
eventually perhaps, a Rrudhomme slave will be fully us worthy 
of remembrance as a Prudhomme, Surely there must have been some 
Purdhommes as worthy of remembrance as their slaves, but I 
have met few of the present generation who were very fascinating . 
Purdhommes, that is, although some of their contempoary slaves are 
quite interesting, 

c ie Meticulous and unimaginative I guess are the two words 
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Wednesday, August 19th, 19 53. 


an c l ■ 


best describing the present generations of Purdhommes. Alphonse 
, w ho lives at Oakland is said to be the finest operator of 
a Post Office in the Parish, —at $1, 500.00 a year, and 
that's about all there is to be said for him except that he is 
very pleasant. I recall how floored was Pat when he travled 
by car from here to Corpus Christi or some such place once, for 
one of the Prudhomme youths devoted himself to recording the miles 
between each stop and the time consumed, noting carefully when 
the drove up to a filling station, how long they remained, the 
minute they took off again, the exact amount of money expended 
for gas and so on. The net result of such bookkeeping, of course, 
was almost identical, I suppose, with the tourist visiting 
the .Louvre who devotes his attention toe his Baedeker, noting 
by pencil check which paintings have been hanging, according 
to the book, through which he has been passing, he, himself, 
never seeing more than what the printed page 4 soya is there. 

As between this paragraph and the above, Mrs, Coombs telephoned. 
She wanted to report that she had made a purely social call at 
Briarwood today, meeting Caroline for the first time. She found 
her bubbling over with vim and vigor and falling on Mrs, 

Coombs' neck because the latter is doing some research for 

some Sashington law firm relative to starting legal proceedings 

in behalf of the Kado Indians who were cheated out of a 

million acres of land 1 50 or perhaps 125 years ago. As 

Indians have always been Caroline's first love, this circumstai ces 

endeared Mrs* Coombs to her and off they were at a great rate. 

. Mrs. Coombs expressed regret that she had not met Virginia as yet, 
to which Caroline replied that she probably never would because 
Virginia sleeps all the time. Mrs. Coombs repnded that she hoped 
she might see her one time, at least, since it would be 
imperative for her to do so, as the new Welfare worker in the 
Parish, if Virginia's checks are to be continued. 

How Eugene O'JIeil could make quite a lot out of the s everal 
ingredients mentioned above and known to us, —constant lseep, 
Caroline's desire not to be bothered with anything save her 
. iris and piddling, and this one, of course is the e vil suggestion, 
the thanking of Sister for the gift of the plate I had sent, and 
the giving of iris to Sister at Christmas , although Caroline 
loathes her, for with this element, Mr. O'ffeil could recall 
that Miss Carnmie used to be given codine for stomach ache, etc., etc., 
and is there some relation between Virginia's endless sleep 
and the curious contacts which have so puzzled Robina, among others, 
of late» t » 

aantr sA - iq. 

So are scandles begun and what a lovely thriller a Briarwood 
tale would make with use ingredients stirred up in a single pot.... 
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Summer continues on its torrid course with 
road runners cluttering up the higways and plantation 
hands somehow conveying the impression that although 
laboring at one odd job or another, they actually 
are concentrating on next week when everyone will be 
grabbing at a sack and diving into the cotton fields. 

Every morning and noon truck loads of Melrose hands 
head out for the Corhan neighborhood, 7 or 8 miles 
off in the hills where J. U. or the plantation has just 
acquired another forest tract, this one of about 1,7 00 
acres, which is being clean of underbrush. It s an 
odd sensation the negroes have in traveling into this 
region for they fear, and rightly so, the hill bilies in 
that area but since the tract where they are working 
_ belongs to Melrose?\^they feel reasonably secure against 
the resident white trash. 

. . oi naua -i 

Along about 7 o'clock this evening, an old class 
mate of Joe Henry, bearing, of all names, that of Bob Hope, 
passed this way for his initial look at Melrose. He 
has been a resident of Shreveport all his life and known 
Joe for the past twenty years or so but never had been 
in this neighborhood before. He was entranced with all 
he had to see and perhaps the shadowy outline of 
things, —it is cloudy tonight, - made a more favorable 
impression than might have been his at high noon. He 
said he would like to come back sometime but hastened to 
say he would not bring his wife as she wouldn t like a 
place such as this, for she like only thos places 
that have been newly painted and where all the plants and 
bushes are placed in perfect order and carefully kept 
in line. Mrs. Hob Hope, ^ take it, would hit it off wonder¬ 
fully with Mrs. General. 

Y" . !.. ... v. ■’ •' vi<_■ s." - 

I got around to read a little last niqht before 
folding up fo p the day. L chanced on. "Man s 
Stature" or some such by Viscardi^ or some such, with a 
preface, by.Bernard M , Baruch. It s a well written 
autobiographical thing of a Manhattan youth, born in 
1912, who is confronted by the difficulty of having 
practically no legs and how he meets conditions of 
childhood and youth and how he rises above his drawbacks. 
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His account of life at Fordham University took 
me back to the 3rd Avenue "L n which, when I first knew 
the neighborhood, came to its termination at a f 

station called Botanical Hardens which actually wasn t so fa 
from Fordham's campus, but that was before the new "L 
thundered on up Webster Avenue to Woodlawn or where ever 
it finally ended up, 

The author'8 work in Walter Heed hospital during the 
war through some interesting side lights on that phase 
of rehabilitation work, and, of course, I was entranced 
when the author remarked, on reporting his first 
"command to tea" at the White House by Mrs, Roosevelt, that 
he found her the most gracious lady he had ever known. 

And mention of the word, Roosevelt, reminds me that 
tonight Washington announces that the Eisenhower Administra¬ 
tion will turn public power over to private utilities 
and that if any projects, such as impounding of water 
by dam building is too expensive for private enterprise, 
the Government will construct such works and turn 
over the power thus generated to private utilities, 

,,, That seems to be nice work, if you can get it, —the 

tax payir's money used to build power that will 
be handed over to private corporations to make the 
profits. Such a policy should surprise nobody, of course, 
since last November 8 vote was for or against giving 
the purse strings over to the financial big shots but 
the killing part of it is that probably comparatively few 
of the voters will ever sense the fact that they 
have endorsed a wholesale give away to the big boys 
at the expense of themselves,, 

, - . <'■- 

Somehow I have lost track of last year's' Democratic 
standard bearer. The last I heard of-him, he was in Europe 
but was planning to return to the United States late 
in July and rumor had it he was going to marry an 
English’lassie, Off hand 1 should say I hear daily news 
reports but it is possible my head begins nodding before 
the news' casters get on to anything that is really 
interesting. And for. me, Hr, Stevenson is always interesting 

I ran out of lemons on Saturday but got a new supply 
today and so the Tender Leaf is going to flow abundantly 
tonight, and instead of reading, I am going to indulge 
in a musical for I seem to be in a mood that only a dab of 
Mozart and Uhopin could satisfy,,,,,,, 
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How nice to find your week end letter in today s 
post and to catch a glimpse of what is stirring on and 
-bout, «. 

a : . . - ■ i-; o ..V5.r; •>.. 0- 

1 am delighted that you have been able to make out 
the scratchings of the Royal and 1 trust this ribbon 
isn't getting too faint to track along as it should 
I shall put on a new one shortly or if and when,,. 

And thanks no end for giving me mother vignette 
of how things ,turn in the domestic set up of the newly weds. 

The two year lease is amazing to start with, I hadn t known 
before that anything more than one year terms covered the 
apartments in the more modest ,bra.akets, I found myself 
almost shudder.ing when viewing your picture of the surroundings 
in which the young people find themselves• The absence of 
any view sa oe roof tops and cement sidings suggests the 
end of the world. If it be ture, as the adage has it that 
Love is blind, let us hope the love they have for each other 
will be sufficiently intense during the next couple of 
years that they will never be impressed by the sight of 
a nything beyond their window pane. Perhaps t. ( 

both of them, being long time residents of the city, don t 
realize what they are missing in such surroundings and 
perhaps the absence of a leaf or a blade of grass from 
their residence doesn t pall on them the way it would 
those of us who incline to agree with the New England 
poet speaking about the soul tha.t "groping blindly a bove 
it for light, climbs to a soul in grass and in flowers , 

1 am glad you were interested t in the reference to 
"The World of Eli Whitney" by Devins, I think you will 
enjoy turning through it eventually• I learned so much 
from the first reading that I intend turning through it 
again before long,. 

• •' • 

Today'8 incoming mail was fairly heavy although 
I shall enclose , but a letter or so, wishing to keep this or 
that one for an address or some such, and wanting to send 
one from the Segekus of New Orlleans to Dora, feeling 
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their enthusiasms for her handiwork with the brush will 
pleaae him. mightily, I shaL 1 ask him to return it and 
will then send it along, 

I think you will vastly enjoy the letter from 
the Bluff 'Plantation, She writes to well, it is a pity 
she doe an t put hand to paper more frequently, The 
two points that will strike you with especial force are the 
reference to the Briarwood set up, and secondly the 
story in which the American Abbussador to Italy figures, 

I think you will agree with me that is the most hilarious 
one yet, and withal so pat in carrying out the contention 
that converted religionists are inclined to be much 
more fanatical than those born to the particular brand 
of Faith, 

r t. v j jioi )'. ■ ' air oo3r ! -if'.. - - 

... But there's a post script to the Luce tale which 

struck me as being almost os funny as the story itself, I 
thought it so an using that I related it to J, H, and the 
clerk at supper, To my surprise, J• H,, in all seriousness, 
replied : . r ■ o o; 1 


"But, F . . y 0 u don t think, do you, that anything 

like that could ever nave htppened," 

*. 1 
J, H, has such a keen business mind, 

i * 

nc 

9 LqttO? : %nU '■ i'J Jf 0 4 YV 2 ® lii iJ 

A secretary arrived around 3 o clock today, and with 
him, a young man, describing himself as James Brown of 
Columbus, Ohio, who chanced to be coming in the front 
gate at the same time the secretary headed in. As Ur, 

Brown was equipped with much camera, I suggested he 
get a few shots at the African House while the secretary 
was giving me a couple of addresses, Two minutes later 
I looked for Ur, Brown butcouldn't locate him. Touring 
, the gardens, I continued callingi "Ur, Brown, Ur, Brown", 

In a few minutes one of the gardeners came a-jumpin', 

It was Uurphy, a brother of Sam Brown, He seemed as amased 
that I should be calling to him as "Ur, Brown" as I was 
to see him respond, for I had never thought about Uurphy having 
th same name. He pointed out in which direction hed 
seen the Clumbus gentleman go,. and I continued Calling : 

"Ur, Brown, Ur, Brown", Then UcKinley came a jumping, and 
UcKinley is Uurphy 's brother, and there was the same 
surprise to be gone through with. And the upshot 
of the whole thing was that I never did find Ur, Brown, 

, •,ii But t three pilgrims from South Louisiana blew in at 5:30, 
and dove-tailed those coming by appointment at 6, and 
I got my supper at 8, supper with Cabellero 1 s Straus, 
and I loved it all and was glad the day was done, I hope,,,. 
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A lovely sunny day, and the hour was 3 and Helen 
and junior Fugabou were engaged in secretarial work when 
from where I sat and listened, I could see.and hear Helen and 
beyond the great pot, three grown people and a boy, perhaps 
8 or 10 years of age. They were appraoching Yucca, I waited 
until Helen had come to the end of a paragraph and then I 
answered their knock. 


:i .. -\ Z i ' i)i r 
•tot .a 


• 

In this,day of rural free delivery, telegraphs, 
telehones and Hydrogen boms, among the most undreamed 
of people to expect, —without the warning of any of the afore¬ 
said, would be Urs, Uoore, her daughter, son-in-law and grand¬ 
son, 

Never much of surprised to begin with, I bounced them 
on to the gallery giving on the White ^allery and went back to 
finish the letter on which I was engaged. Then I got out the 
wine bottle and joined t e unexpected guests, 

s«r>\ 'i ’ ' *>"fisr'.o«• c >V4 - °-i 

Urs, Uoore looked wonderful, talked with amazing 
speed and was impressed by everything she saw, which 
wasn t much, there were so many things she had to 
tell me, and learned nothing from me, as I didn t have 

to get a word in edge ways, 

' 

The only things I remember she had to t ell me was 
regarding a portrait of Sir William Dunbar which the ladies 
of the D, A, R, have hun$ in their fine Natchez shrine of 
Rosalie, Urs. Uoore thought this a rare bit of irony 
or dubious in taste, since, as she explained, Sir William 
remained a loyal subject of King Qeorge during the American 
Revolution I suggested she and I might pool our 
pennies ani get some artistjto execute a portrait 
of Qoerge 3rd which we could ^present to the Rosalie chapter 
of the D, A, R, Frankly I know.nothing a bout Sir William s 
position or loyalties during the Revolution, but as he c arried 
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on q, brisk correspondence with Thomas Jefferson during the 
latter's administration, I think he must have been 
a convert, at least, to the cause of America eventually, 

from piece meal information, I learn a few undigested 
facts about a car wreck that burnt nobody much sometime 
during the a fternoon, The Melrose plantation force was 
back of Gorham clearing woods and J, H, drove over there 
in Little King's car, with Little King, his wife, and 
Pearly Mae, a former.cook qt Melrose being along, and 
how ail this was so, I don t understand, but I suppose 
J, H, may have.caught a ride returning from that operation 
yonder, Be that as it may, the car was struck by something 
or other, the two gentlemen not being hurt, it is siad, but 
the ladies banged up a little, a cut on the arm of one, a 
gashed eye lid on the other, I have always marveled that 
J, H, has survived the hazards of the road in hich he seems 
to hqve had endless doe shaves, I have about come to 
the conclusion that it is because he is always driving 
at 90 miles an hour and anything he strikes just natural I y 
. jiy js'.wcy end he c : - through c o'* *nzcc -• 

‘ ■ ip ’ u: 

. ; f. ' .:«>t *4 -X ' O '5 •' "• 

. S-.c ~'"-g I gh ':, L h« brother of tho< Dark Muke, on his 

way.to the honkey-tonk, penetrated the White Garden 
.and dropped in to see me to tell me about the accident, 

About 80 miles from here and beyond Gorham where 

the plantation people were clearing woodland, Little King 

was scooting along, headed for Camp Polk at Leesville, 

On making the crest of a hill, he suddenly discovered his road 
blocked by a car at right angles to 1>he highway, the car 
having pulled out,from a side road to turn around, A crash 
was inevitable and it folded Little King's car up. 

When he had extricated himself and taken a quick look 
at the two ladies with him, he went over to the car he 
had struck, which was less damaged,.and was floored to 
hear a familiar voice from w ithin sayt 
t i & , 

"For Heaven'8 sake, is that you, boy',", and of 
course the speaker was none other^than J, 3, I find it 
odd that in vieu^ef -all the Leesville traffic, two cars thus 
from Melrose should have succeeded in wrecking each other. 

It seems J, H, said the accident was entirely his fault, 
telephoned Melrose to have drivers wit\ trucks go and 
take both care in, bringing him Celeste's car, as he had 
an appointment within 80 minutes in—of all places, — 
Alexandria, In starting out, J, H, ran into the ditch and 
folded up a fender and smashed off a wheel disk on 
Celeste's car, I hope he made it to hit appointment without 
ami n+.har adnnnturmn ...... 




Sunday, August SZrd, 2953. 
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Memorandum : 
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It was a so-so week end, the skies cloudy and offering no 
encouragement to the cotton bolls to open so- that the 
• harvest will be put off at least another week, 

$$$ 'y> '' ■ ; ' 

About 9 o'clock on Saturday morning, Sister appeared 
on my gallery. She had brought both boys to spend the 
balance of their vacation here, 

I saw J, H, at supper for the first time since Friday's 
accident, He looked alright and declared he was, but when 
he arose, I noticed he did so with difficulty and he obviously 
is in pain as he ambles with vast slowness from whatever limited 
spot to > spot requires his presence. Anybody else would be 
flattened out in the bed but he will always be one of the world's 
> worst patients since he disdains admitting he isn't feeling in 
the pink, 

n 

Dr, Rand and Horace White came to see me at 21:20 
today, inviting me to dine at the camp, I was scheduled to 
dine at 22:30 across the fence and told them so but promised 
to make a round at the camp between then and 5 o 'clock when 
they were heading home, *■ 

, 

At dinner I learned a flock of nuns had asked if they might 
stop off to see Melrose on their way from Hatchitoches to a 
frolic at Father Lyon's Church inCloutierville, saying they 
would arrive "sometime after 8il5, I accordingly delayed 
my visit to the camp until the reverend sisters had come and 
gone. True to their word, they did get here "something after 2:25", 
for it was precisely a quarter of 5 when they blew in, and nobody 
except General Patten ever did a Melrose tour in 25 minutes. 

But everyone was very nice'and even though I regretted standing 
up the Rands a second Sunday in a row, I was glad to give the 
girls a pleasant go-round. 

Most of them, by some miracle, knew a little about the 
place and were familiar with ante bellum personalities, and that 
always adds interest, t 

v VT c V« ’ v. ~ s,o 

\ 

One of the sisters got me aside to talk over history a 
little. She was delightful and had sense, too. In speaking of 

....... L'ihill 
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the various people in the literary world who had passed this 
wav, she ashed me if Frances Parkingson Keyes had ever made 
’ the front gate, r told her she had not. She said that for the 
peace of mind of everyone at Melrose, she was glad we had 
escapted her. She said that by some special dispension, Madam 
Keyes had obtained permission to be a guest in a convent 
for a while, —I believe in South Louisiana, - where the nun who 
was speaking had been stationed. She said the convent had 
never had such a trying guest who demanded everything and 
was satisfied with nothing that was done to make her stay 
pleasant. After the first day, she demanded that the convent 
install a telephone in her room for her exclusive use. The 
convent didn't even have a telephone of its own but that made 
no difference to la Keyes who kept up a racket about her 
demands being satisfied, 

;.y* \ i *\ . i ... ‘ Uv ! 

One of the sisters, at the direction of the Mother Superior, 
prepared coffee and served it to la Keyes in her room, but 
la Keyes denounced the girl and sent her spinning, swishing 
skirts and tottering coffee tray, from her apartment, Ho t la 
Keyes is one guest for whom everyone may praise Heaven if 
they can escape dippensing hospitality to her, 

• 

It is pleasant to be able to report that volume 7, 
of Freeman's Washington came to hand and that I kept awake 
long enough on Saturday night to read a few pages. It 
starts off with 1778 and 1779 and is an endless recitation 
of the problems and perplexities that be-set Washington so 
eddlessly and to such a pitch that one can but marvel the man 
didn't throw up the sponge and let the whole bu siness 
go to pot, as most certainly it would have done, had he not 
been a person of the unusual stature he was, 

y . ’ r, v Vvr >’ o ‘, '•> > o 1 • ' " ! * T » ^ ■ 

Frankly, I am not interested in the minute details of the 
military operations, but that is what this phase of his career 
has to do with and so I wade through them for the morsels of 
other knowledge that this wonderful job of research has set forth. 

It is interesting, for example, to learn that Washington stated 
with some vehemnce that if he could be done with d. 1 foreign 
‘officers with the exception of Lafayette, he would be freed 
of a most oppresive burden. It seems that their unending 
squabbling and pushing for honors and power tried the Commander 
to the point of distraction,when everything else was in a tizzy, I 
must have been nodding at one place when I read that Washington 
selected some residence in Hew Jersey for headquarters temporarily, 
and that it belonged to the widow, Mrs. Theodosia somebody who, 

4 Freeman remarks, later became Mrp. Aaron Burr, I real ized 
on awakening that never before had I given any thought to the 
identity of Theodosia's mama, but I cm under the impression the 
first Mrs. Burr died early. Heaven knows the second one dtdn t, - la 
Jwiel ....... 
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The weather remains cloudy and the cotton bolls remain 
tight shut, awaiting a few days of constant sunshine to 
pop them open, Here and there some hardy soul, sack on 
shoulder, pursues the occasional gleam of white in the 
sea of green and all in all, I think the plantation, 
by hop, skip and jump proceedure has rounded up a bale • 

•V ■. r t i C.v • . .. C \. ■ 

The ax majority of-the fiteld hands, however, continue 
cleaning out underbrush in the remote Corham section and 
I am always delighted when this one or that takes time out 
to come to tell me, following the day's labor, as to what 
plant or shrub they have discovered that might be of 
interest to me. Bee-dee, fatheri-in-law of the Bark 
Buke, came by tonight, saying he had found a fine young 
palm tree and had dug it up and brought it to me, thinking 
I might like to have it # I expressed enchatment, 
naturally, and of course didn't tell him that it is the 
palmetto and not that palm that grows in the hills, I 
planted it in a line with a half dozen big palms and it 
will probably never grow another inoh, since the palmetto 
doesn t thrive in the rich bottom lands. But Bee-dee 
will be pleased that his gift has been set out and I shall 
oontinue to receive reports from different workers as to 
what botanical treasures they uncover. Occasionally 
one discovers a gardenia bush, usually of such proportions 
• that it cannot be moved. The presence of such a plant is 
tell-tale evidence, of course, of a house and garden that 
once flourished in what is now an area that has but definitely 
» returned once more to the primeval forest, 

I wonder if you got an opportunity to "Meet the 
Press" on Sunday night when Ambassador Lodge played the 
part of the Christian in the arena • I was vastly disappointed 
thethan uk o somehow impressed me as not being nearly the liberal 
I had supposed him to be, Mrhaps it was just an off night 
for the former Senator, — I hope. There was something 
about all his answers, however, that struck me as being 
definitely stemming from a rather narrow, pseudo-isolationist 
viewpoint, A case in point, it seems to me, hxax is his 
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opposition to India having a plae at the Korean gathering. 

He may be quite right in regretting the presence of India, but 
his noisey expression of opposition strikes me as being most 
unwise in the effects it may h a ve^to the American disadvantage 
in Arab-Asian circles. It seems to me if yould have been so 
much wiser to have said that the U» 3. is all in favor of 
India on the assumption, of course, that Cuba, too, may ® . 

seat along side. Cuba or some such could be used to short circui 
India's vote and at the same time there would be no resentment 
from the Asian block, stirred up by the anti-India place 
on the peace table board. 

I got around to do a bit of reading last night, too, 
and as a result of what I read, I realised I had forgotten 
whole blocks of American history which I should have 
'remembered. The account of how Washington hiself stumbled 
over the Benedict Arnold mess at JVest Point came to me as 
a mild surprise since I had forgotten the details and somehow 
by some twist cannot explain, I had got around to 
a mental picture of Hr. Arnold turning over West Point to the 
British, which, of course, never happened, although the Lord 
knows Hr. Arnold rigged things wonderfully to that end, even 
thought the chance visit of Washington put a crimp in the 
businHss.Arnold was madly in love with his wife who, with 
their baby, was unable to make the percipitous flight from 
West Point when Hr. Arnold slid out from the breakfast 
table and thence by horseback down the river to a 
British boat. But Washington treated the lady with the 
greatest courtesy, passing along an unopened letter to 
her from her husband, and arranging for the lady s safe 
conduct, under care of one of Washington’s own officers, 
to her home in Philadelphia. It was all very 18th century 
in its,nobility and until their deaths, Lafayette, 

Hamilton and others, present in the Arnold house on the 
day of the plot's exposure, believed that Hrs. Arnold 
never had the slightest inkling of her husband s rascality. 

But Freeman adds that from 19 50 research by one of the 
Van Boren'8, —Hark or,Carl, it now appears Hrs. Arnold 
was quite conversant with all the chicanery but played her 
role of distraught wife so convincingly that she hood¬ 
winked all the gentlemen in the Washington suite. Within 
a few months, Arnold, the former American general, was leading 
British troops that were sent to pillage and plunder the 
countryside along the lames River in Virginia. One wonders 
if he would have performed thus if Washington had not 
truned over'his wife and child so promptly at West Point 
but had kept them within American lines until the war was 
finished. , — ,■ 

I think the enclosure is of no interest, but I send it 
along to keep you abreast with doings on the Cooper. 

And now for a round of Tender Leaf and another shot t West 

Point...... 
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Memorandum 

How nice to find your Wednesday-Thursday letter in 
today's post, along with the clippings which I have enjoyed 
to he fullest. I shal return them later. 

But before saying anything, let me express my sincere 
regards for your own good self in the hurly-burly which must 
be your lot, as between now and early September. Perhaps 
it is just as well that I an having a touch of distraction 
from the Shreveport area, at t/ie same time, for if we must 
experience such dislocations of schedule, it is nioe t0 
think that when a measure of normalcy returns, its blessings 
may settle over both camps at the same time. 

I.t g.oes without saying that I rejoice to learn that 
restoration work is going on at Versailles for it invariably 
pleases the heart to know that such a place is getting a new 
lease on life, promising endless pleasure for those 
of our time and those who will come after us, and even t o g 
the number of people it inspires may always be small t the up¬ 
lift that it will give civilised souls the world over is 
beyond measure so that life will mean something more to many 
.. .of them because of the efforts to preserve the place are 
currently being expended. 

I appreciate so much the words of wisdom you found"time 
to pass along to me regarding the impact of drummed, in 
' learning on the heads of students in a method and at a time 
that lends little by way of enchantment. It is better 
it was pounded into us, I suppose, even though a much 
better job of salesmanship might be done all across the world 
in the realm of pedagogy. And in spite of the poor start we 
were inclined to make under such inept service of such 
delectable fare we at least got a glimpse at some of the 
items on the mefiu which, in much later siftings, we were able 
sample at our leisure and really enjoy. There is something 
about it that is somehow akin to the feeling that while 
none of us were given an opportunity to select our relatives, 
God, by special dispensation, gave us all o second chance 
by permitting us to select our friends 

I'm so glad you enjoyed taking a peep at Harry Emerson 
Fosdick's book on Jesus and it is nice knowing we both 
heard the Gertrude Stein symposium. I found her 
"Wars I Have Known" so very readable. and _Z am i.—LL—. ■«» 
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Wednesday, August 26th, 19 53» 
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■ t\e Red River campaign isn't about ready to make its appearance 
on the market, It seems ever so far back he was asking if he 
might use a sketch of the African House for that publication, 
Perhaps it will be on the autumn list of new things, 

I think the man is-, wonderfully talented to be able to do 
thrillers and more seadate things with equal facility, 

• 'i . - 'f: - ’ ' t 

I read a little more from volume 7 of the Washington 
biography last night, Ur, Freeman has done a splendid job but 
I think it isn't quite clear to me, —perhaps it wasn t to him, 
just- how it was that every winter the troops had to starve 
and freeze and go unclothed. For it seems from this account 
that Valley Forge was merely one winter, --perhaps that of 1776, 
but the succeeding winters at Uorristown, tf, J, and where ever, 
were ju 3 t n bout as bad # That there should have been a shortage 
of food and clothing I'can understand but I can't imagine 
why it had to be that huts for protection against the 3 now and 
cold were not finished, say by February when one considers 
that the Army had been more or less in the same neighborhood 
for the entire intervening season and it must have been 
evident to everyone that some sort of shelter other than 
tents would be required, With lack of gun3 and ammunition, 
Washington had to avoid battles, but since the winters of 
1778, 1779 and 1780 were all passed in the neighborhod 
of the Hew York-Hew Jersey line, and since the vast probelem was 
trying to find something for the soldiers to do all summer, 

I am puzzled that huts weren't available and I can t imagine 
why they weren't. Perhaps I shall find out further along 
in the book, 1 

A letter from Rock Hall states that the sketch will 
go forward to you eventually and that both you and I will 
be advised at time of mailing, so your suggestion, a timely 
one, was being acted upon .as though by telepathy, I suppose 
it will be 'two or three weeks before this is accomplished, and 
let us hope it is after peace andquiet, if any, has been 
restored, But whatever be the time of receipt, please be 
assured there need be f no thought of rush, for.no matter 
if the likeness doesn t arrive until mid October, that will 
be ample for our purpose, 

, 

l'm thinking about your busy days and, hoping that by 
some miracle, you may grab a breathing space every once 
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Memorandum > 
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"the music of industry" floated over Yucca way from 
the direction of the gin today. Two bales of cotton, 
thef irst of the season, bounced forth • All this 
was the result of scattered harvesting about the 
plantation for it is only in spots that the bolls are 
opening, such as along the edges of the fields where 
the sun’s rays has an opportunity to penetrate a 
little to split open the bolls • 

. A \ O V, Qvl ' | v» ^ 

Today's.post brought a wedding invitation to the 
nuptials of which Irma Somperyac Willard's son will 
be one of the contracting parties. Celeste and J, H, 
received one, too, I had the pleasure of meeting 
the youth four or five years ago when he passed 
this way with a class mate, if I remember correctly before 
he entered Annapolos, Receipt of this invitation, 
naturdly brings up the question of good taste in 
issuing such items. By my code, I wouldn't be 
able to send an invitation to someone I had met for 
a n hour years back. And surely nobody in Washington 
where the ceremony is to take place expects anybody from 
.Louisiana of such slight acquaintance to high their hips 
thus far afield on such an errand. 

Ora told me once of an invitation she received from 
the parents of a girl whom she knew only by sight, having 
paid her grocery bill to the girl who chanced to 
be a cashier in a store Ora sometimes frequented. With 
the \nvitation came a notation as to the design of 
the silver ware and the ohina pattern of the set 
she was hoping would be included in her gifts. It 
seems to me one might .just as well specify a Cadillac, 
a Steinway or a Koorinor while about it, I must drop 
a line to Helen on this score with the suggestion 
she write a form let er to be printed in her column when 
June rolls 'round again. 

But so far as Celeste's and my gift problems were 
concerned, that was easy, I recommended that Celeste 
send a Melrose Plantation plate where the groom's mama 
had spent her honeymoon and I would send a Cane River Country 
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which, as it embraces the town of Natchttoches in its 

design, would remind the youthful couple of the 

place where their or at least the groom s kin folk live. 

I got some more reading done last night and f 
I learned a few things about American History I didn t 
know before. For instance, I had never before realised 
how impossible it would have been for Washington to have 
won if the French fleethad not cooperated. I realised 
that the fleet had been an intregal part of the operation, 
of course, but I had never before realised what a 
vital thing it w a s. Washington, it seems, nearly had 
panic when when just as things were getting shaped up 
perfectly for the triumph of Yonktown, he received a 
cashual note from de Grasse, mentioning that he wa3 
intending to sail off to Hew ork with the advent of the 
first favorable breese. Fortunately Washington changed 
his mind on that score and so svaed the Revolution. 

It seems, according to Freeman, that Lafayette was really 
v a wonderful help and that Rochambeau was a splend d aid 
in the military operations. It was the French officers 
w o sought positions in he American Army who caused so many 
headaches, and .not the o*es who fought with their own troops 
Von Steuben, it seems, was the only officer in the American 
Army who had ever been present at a first class siege, — 
and that was during his European career, of course. Thus 
Washington was lucky in having such a man on his staff 
when the cord began to be tightened arouyid the British 
a t Yorktown and the jig was a bout up. As one 
follows the course of the war, one is convinced that 
there wasn't a chance for the American cause to survive and 
many a contemporary must have been absolutely correct from 
a point of view of logic in concluding that 
Washington's case was impossible I suppose there 
are few other examples in history as to what can be 
accomplished through character, patience, persistency and 
Providence. 

• ., •< c >fi • A ji wCC ' tvi L\ n A BJJUj 

The local doings follow the usual pattern, with 
Wenks and pil rims being much to the fore. As for the 
Wenks, they are growing insufferably bored and I am 
wondering if they will not be scuffling to terminate 
their country vacation before the week runs out, I hope. 

The'thermometer remains high tonight and it is 
so pleasant to cast a glance in the direction of my jol* 
ice bucket and anticipate an iced drink for the 
c wind up of Yorktown within another half hour . 


Thursday, August 27th, 19 53. 


Memorandum 
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Tonight’s radio reports speak of an unusual heat 
w a ve scorching your part of the country, with Washington 
reporting 1114 in the sun and New York 95 in the shade. 

; Aoi y.Ki r V Ais'i••'.UOUSllsJ ?>' 

At this bend of the river, thanks to a prolonged drizzle, 
which kept up all day although it didn't rain a drop in 
town, the thermometer has remained . in the lower 80'8. 

The farther North one goes, the hotter it gets which certainly 
seems odd at any time of the year in this hemisphere. 

•'■ ■ *v_ nj gj 3* ; e s.. \< 

I about finished the Freeman book last night. The 
details of the last two years of Washington's active 
military service, - 1782 and 85 gave many details I 
hadn't heard before and many of them interested me much. 

During most of that time, the American Commander retained his 
headquarters in the Newburg - West Point neighborhood where 
and when more ample supplies of food, clothing and housing 
made life for everyone contrastingly bearable, following the 
lean years just before. One of the first signs of 
improved conditions was a frolic given for 500 guests 
in celebration of the news of the birth of a dauphin to 
Marie Antoinette. Somehow in traveling up the Hudson, I 
had never thpught of the valley resounding to merriment 
in celebration of the birth of Marie Antoinnettg 's son. 

I reckon we both have heard thunder rolling through the 
valleys and bouncing b a ck and forth among the Catskills and, 
because Washington Irving did such a good job with Rip van Winkle 
I had always associated Catskill sounds with Rip's game at 
ten pins and not with George Washington's sylvan reception in 
honor of events at Versailles. 

And speaking of the latter, I am surprised that a person 
so careful about minutae of every sort, Mr. Freeman several 
times refers to the Treaty ending the Revolution as being 
signed at Paris, whereas in reality it was actually signed 
in the Foreign Office at Versailles, —a building to 
the left as one faces the Chateau, and situated just across 
the street from the wing known as the "Gallerie des Princes" 
or what was done oyer inside to house the vast paintings 
of battles. I don t see as this fine point makes the slightest 
difference but I am nevertheless surprised that an author 
who can get down to the last clod of earth 0 n military 
arrangements should record that the Treaty of Paris, as it 
was called, was signed in some place other than where 
he places it. 
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Frid a y, August 28th, 1953. 


Hit i; 


Rosalin Aswell telephoned today to ask if she might 
come down to paint on Tuesday morning, —if she can getaway 
from home• James frowns on her interest in painting, not 
because he disapproves but simply because he prefers to 
have her unencumbered by anything which might get in the 
way of the immediate satisfaction of any casual whim he 
might have, such as the transcription of a page of 
his longhand, the preparation of some side, dish he might feel 
inclined to sample or such like, Of course Rosalyn is 
more versatil than James and in painting and music she 
is probably fully as talented as he is in writing. Of 
the two, she probably has the better mind, too, and it 
is regrettable that his selfish insistence that she 
shelve everything to respond to his whims whereas she would 
add as much distinctiqn and probably as much money to the 
household if he weren t so picayuhish Of course there may 
fie an element of jealousy on the husband's part, too, based 
on fear that the wife might with her Art if her creations 
were balanced in scales against his offerings What a 
pity he didn't take unto, himself some doltish Himalya who 
would revel in expending all her energies in the spttsel 
department, therebye delighting her husband and leaving 
an artist free toexercise those talents which, because of 
their rarity, ought to be nurtured, not suppressed, 

’' • v/j • '* - « ■ * - ‘ 

Various circumstances, mostly ill timing of 
visitations by pilgrims, have prevented me from reading 
the article in Life about The Louvre, although L keep 
the copy here on my desk to have it handy by for the first 
opportunity, Do you reckon Edouard Herriot* 8 biography of 
Madam Recanier was ever brought out in English, It always 
seemed so odd to me that Monsier Merriot, so frowsie in 
personal appearance, should be an aut ority on the life of a lady 
so famous for her tidy appearance , As I recall, a erriot 
wrote the biography between Premierships, Can you imagine 
an American counter part, as, fpr example, an American President, 
say Crover Cleveland, tossing off an euudite biography of 
Dolly Madison in the interim between his Presidencies, 

I am wondering, too, if Madame Recamier's lack of enthusiasm 
for the portrait might have been based in part on her association 
in her mind as between the cqnvas and the painter who, lathough 
wonderfully gifted, was certainly a most baggish sort of a bag,. 
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How nice to find your letter of Monday, the 24th, at 
time, in today's post. 


And may I congratulate you on the selections you 
checked against the Library of Congress list. They represent¬ 
ed precisely what I should have approved, too. And, like you, 

I also should have inscribed one great big TES in response 
to the qudry as to whether the entire series from 1940 
would be desired in the Invitation To Learning business, 

\ ^ . r<» v . c‘.ISO6 i ' 0 V- '* .j CJ ~ 

Last week end, I wrote a second letter to Dr, Bryson, 
with a view to "building a fire" under C B S to permit these 
recordings, I shall be doubly entranced if the Library of 
Congress disks are direct transcriptions from the broadcast rather 
than from the text re-read by a single person. 

In the Sunday discussion of Thoreau, Dr, Bryson mentioned 
something about having a home a hundred miles up the Hudson, 

What withAugust being the vacation month, perhaps he has 
never received my original communication regarding this 
matter, t ' 

It seems a little odd to me, —and I said as much in 
my last letter to the Library of Congress, that never, so far as 
I know, has one of the titles which I have suggested, appeared 
on the list of prospective titles, I shell continue dinging 
away on this out worn subject on the assumption that whoever 
is responsible will get tired of .the repetition and set forth 
the desired merchandise in hopes of thus silencing my clack, 

■ 

It goes without 3aying that I am delighted to know you 
you had such a wonderful time at the theatre and I shall of 
course be delighted to have full particulars, I keep thinking 
about September 4th and mentally turning over the leaves of 
the calendar in the hope that on that date or shortly there¬ 
after a measure of peace may return to your routine, 
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That you should remember Madam Regard's interest in 
Kentucky floors me. Of course she would be charmed with such 
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subject matter, and I shall skip any mention of it to her 
thinking that subsequently when dropping her a card, you 
may want to touch on the subject which will accordingly be 
altogether fresh and entrancing to her, 

The weather remains humid and cloudy so that little 
or no cotton is opening. Somebody picked a little over a 
bale which was placed in the gin last evening, with a view 
to putting it through the presss with dawning, but 
it burned up during the night. Fortunately the gin wasn't 
damaged, the cotton having been on a concrete floor and not 
close enough to the gin stands or oily machinery to set fire to 
anything, 

■ - 

I shall enclose a letter from the Segleous, I laughed 
to myself at how funny it sounded when my secretary read 
,the words that sounded like "Tee-bee”, and although I had 
never thought of it before, I guess when writing in English, it 
would be be better to write this abbreviation of "Petite Bebe" 
as "Tee-Bay"• Well, anyhooo, you will know of whom they are 
speaking and that is all that matters. By chance, little 
Miss Tee-Bay came by to see me during the afternoon and 
tomorrow the Segleous will have the pictures they requested for¬ 
warded to them 

I almost finshed Ur, Freeman's final volume last night. 

His emphasis on all things military, —exmpasis at the expense 
of other considerations, may best be cited, perhaps, in his 
account of Wahsington's entry into Hew Fork late in 1783, as 
the British were withdrawing, Marching down the Hudson, 
Washington finally crosses the arlem River and, as 
Freeman observes, with memories of the withdrawal of or from 
Fort Washington on his right and earlier skirmishes on the 
sharp rise above the Harlem on his left. As you have 
already guessed, I was disappointed that Freeman didn't 
have Washington remember Jumel Mansion of his left, a Hon¬ 
or semi-military feature which would have tended to releive the 
unending concentration on the military throughout the volume. 

Two points Freeman brought up further along, —the strange 
fact, that never between Washington and his mama did there 
seem to be any affection and although he instructed his 
brother to supply her with everything she needed, he never once 
, during the 6 or 7 years of the war did he write to her. 

And the second oddity stems from the fact that Washington 
was meticulous in being paid during his years of serivce only 
those charges falling within a strict military requirement, but- 
he did ask for and received payment for all expenses incurred 
by Martha's several visits ot his winter headquarters,,,,, 
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Memorandum : 

The hour was 10:35 this morning and my radio had just said: 

, - T , . > A ( V .. 1 <• »t <*«t t\r *. . . l■» i■ j t <%< : 0 \ V ~ . 11 

"Columbia expends to you an Invitation to Learning,,,,," 

: 

and somebody knocked on my door, Naturally I could have died 
right then and there. It was Irma Somperyac Willard, 

■, ' ■ ■ j‘.j j ' *v; 

And 30 what Columbia had for its subject matter and what 
will be on the docket for next week, I haven't the slightest idea , 

But I am always glad to see rma and although she added 
nothing to the sum total of my knowledge, her three quarters of 
an hour visit was pleasant # She wanted a couple do 2 en Cane 
River plates and I wondered if she was using one of the sets 
as a wedding gift as of September 18th, Naturally I said 
nothing as to the nature of the gift3 Celeste and I had already 
forwarded. 
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She said she planned to spend about a week in the environs 
Natchticohes sometime during September 18th and asked if 3 he 
might come to see me during that span of time, I told her 
she might at any time except at 10:30 on Sunday mornings, What 
I have in mind doing is to take her to vi 3 it the painter and 
the wood carver, thinking that as head of the Louisiana State Art 
Commission, she might be able to do something for each of 
these artists, either by way of materials or one man shows or 
some such, 

» 

Saturday s post brought the surprisging news from Mrs, Stirling 
that she had resigned. It goes without saying that I am vastly disappi 
that she has withdrawn her substantial support from Oakley for 
much of the good that has gone on in the saving of Oakley, I 
believe, is attributable to her, Oakley will not be the richer 
with her no longer on the staff, I am so glad I included 
her name o?i the Audubon plate for as far as the Audubon Memorial is 
concerned, she now moves on into some othe sphere, and I find it 
just and proper that the name of the first curator should thus 
be per served for posterity, Hot too many public servents are remembert 
after their tenure of office but as an inspiration to others, it 
is important that the good ones should be remembered and the 
plate will make this inevitable, 
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Through some library mix up, I received volume 2 
of th e agnificient Century weeks before volume 1 came 
to hand, and so I dipped into what was cooking in England 
in the 1200's last night, Without knowing much about 

the subject, 1 suppose the thirteenth century was to 
Englad what perhaps the 15th was to the Italian cities 
and that it has always been a little foggy in my mind 
merely because I had never done much about enlightening 
myselfOne thing which never fails to impress 
me is the inordinate amount of traveling people did in 
all the centuries of recorded history of which I 
h n ve ever heard, Tobody seemed to think anything about 
going to any old university in the 15th century, no matter 
where the institution ccp turing the particular fancy 
chanced to be. With German and Englishmen going to 
study at the University of Paris and Germans and Frenchmen 
going to England to study at Oxford or where ever, it 
somehow makes 80th century traveling seem comparatively 
modest in view of all the advantages of locomotion 
that have come into being in the succeeding 700 years • 

I suppose one of the wonders of the ancient world is 

that the Western hemisphere remained unknow for so 

long to the world in general in spite of the fact 

that one or two Europeans and probably quite a few Asians 

had visited what was to become New England on the East coast 

and Canada on the West coast ages before Columbus 

bumped into what he thought was China which turned out 

,to be some little old island whose identity has never 

been established, 

y 

And this reminds me that I was impressed the other 
day when I learned that at least three times the North 
and South Polar regions have been without ice, and that 
when all the ice has melted the ocenas rise from 300 to 700 
feet higher than at present and then the water level goes 
down again when the polar ice forms again It's all vast 
and this knowledge, p.U8>a nickle or a dime would buy one 
a cup of coffee, I suppose, but to me the coffee with 
this knowledge thrown in is somehow more tastey • 

There was.a big clam bake down the road at the 
Monttte's Ferry camp today and so I dined with 
Madam Regard and the two Wenk children,The pilgrimage 
business was brisk but I didn't seen the Rands, I suppose 

they have given me up as hopeless, 

■ . 

■ Zy • • • • • -» • . . • V 

It's hot and humid tonight and I am casting eyes 
of yearning at .my well stocked ice bucket and I 
intended getting it to functioning before little Miss 
Rnundtrme make* her hnm . 


Monday, August 3 1st, 19 53. 

One of my Cane River neighbors from whom I hadn't 
heard in years telephoned me thisafternoon to ask for 
a tour. It was Myra Friedman, a descendant both of 
Marie 'Iherese and Grandpere, and, of all things, her 
husband, as the name implies is kin to Sylvan Friedman, 
of Bapf<gma r fmbislhms, the Senator to Ijaton Rouge of this area, 
although the white i riedman's don t stress the association, 

A day just made for splitting open the cotton bolls, 
tfpira tbai&kyt hjmulr&mhei nedn rndwiiehl-k sfonnMe tiftsncMermogiitabai-s 
to comei dtoe5SBJs, I hazarded the guess that 
4 or 6:25 would be more advantageous to avoid the 
supper houiTh&ri snstfae]).idxbie aitobdl$b(Mh>i?(Tli)iQ£v8)!M? the 
an hovnlbefur^e d*pghrtma<xirt$ imyeatt&prauilddd rfrefi OkswlO ob®an s 
guest motlrdgpnbophemimdwtdt m ymedftiSe mtowntriiwig.gbi Ttttatot 
their tbwsie&t-up fondearf Jttomiltwdbe«umpibwde chase t»® m/t&bkL to 
in appemitancMeanihumdasmeLr, BfaMtCydindR abated ktbuitojf Jlowi) with 
myselJthfailing thelodhemWs,yha.ndbs\QoTgra)p9vh9(k ittddkedie that 
the bU§ deskIgairiggitfor Bqauptpnie tbtndgktwebvelsbi forebgtjbb 
ladie&tomi tvhlcbaobotaidmtgfbp dsffilylpata fdndo,hideianita 
a nywhensne t£ laasyeii that -btfftsrntiomifCbliQdngnshe would 
Cane Rivgvrhonetfot howfriiinci>u$o&e rbaltceme itbrhdill 
centenotn bth © eJfyrth ngr wiut rbhp ofie Mb lGwsst rt>e tfbsy-etf&s bf 

certathiy owigltpobd vbbk t<t disj&jjkslfy the ha&isanfci&iS softener at ion 
the aapewidh lBeaa"sankhpnantare, ft\epdrawhaitlLg,anikdL 1 have 
hobbles -bhattdmpl/bedfetbhtfindlwaawiba-tlbir&r&at oAh&ryet 
the fpebpdg bflvko&egtlgoujipossjfsmuad becoadyratvobgrtarihciUil 
heart aiurrvdvpdobadl^ areciuntwefahaidgitoiociceptance of 
local conditions of the more stupid variety, 

I was heartened today to find the enclosed card 
(fuamojlo-bhaaltx&teb tbuut s8Qsw(tbopgb3 ebaeAigJl taboo nderfully 
sveltbftgfsdiagdffoaobid its hi intgundeththmightebefathe heart 
very bpprsaiioi .tedbhtrrejUAdmcmagofnthbetiimgrhesphaaidftMs 
it wawagxpboinid byvena ofiupbe ofhmtautbttlsbk u<tsthelMddanl,y 
made twd bftaksainoapdeesfidgybqrfhforeosdeei at<btt±dft* $50.OC 
say stobicbmshdegame bo due#.qftBiAaige^acHgtaitii pbgtusquli 
have b4enmnmfutgtyeib2>b,atihee wu9n1tawsr<thught4rmuohr)oto 
mulattbbiohd tfyff.ladydquldofthiBgbhta MvibdfdilpuffiuitfdtUngs, 
And tltbai^haluaatsuabedthwasififtgpogripbibat efrbtnahdg, 
she hd&atetheMibrtllanQrollemKsapdoyrclittgnvfoOcktoOtbasteliegf 
a yea$5oQOsasbhaS, bbat fotiudadalyAntamnbicaliyttns Mfbdtm 
no pewaonpeffeoliy watldfiadrabd permitted peeastte Mat down a 
portals of the auditorium reserved exclusively for 
white peopli,6 Sllelwblilthi/ismtrwiBgqlDignihee pi assist 
with pa9tma,tiSbtu9ai6fIsbddebeei%btiito»tug business in her 

direction lately and she wanted to do something for me and 
Qonidslsigpebttowaih th4ewh$tingit>utcPoMinfov>iMe furnitu 
come 4M this BbuaHewhlokkekehaayitaeotinlataffevtnpsrsItnis much 
I canetsbetfer be potttaaglbimupnibttlkhthimuudvy,sent to twon, 

but I let her have one cover which will make her happy and 
nrouide me with an nnnnrtunitn to bounce som,+n 
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You may readily imagine how surprised I was when 
I went to fold thaccompanying page and discovered 
that the Royal hadn't been tracking very clearly . 

I think the page contained nothing of any particular 
interest, I was simply mentioning that I had 
some 6:25 pilgrims tonight by appointment, 

The tour was requested by Myra Friedman, a grand¬ 
daughter many times of Grandpere who was born a 
Schleite and who married Reller Friedman, a mulatto 
whose father was one of the white Friedmans of 
Bayou Matches• Syloan Friedman of Matches is 
State Representative or Senator at the present time 
but doesn't go out of his way to point out the relation¬ 
ship b etween himself and "Cousin Reller", 

The six or 8 ladies who accompanied yra were from 
Mew Orleans and one of them had an age and a 
personality so much like Madam Regard that 1 found 
myself falling in love with her before the tour really 
got started, 

<i* 

There was a young school teacher in the group, 

She teaches dancing in the Parish schools and her 
suppressed vim and vigor somehow brought to mind that 
character in Tolsoty's War And Peace, —Helene, I 
believe was her name, the one of whom Mapoleon remarked 
on catching sight of her at the Opera in St, Petersburg, or 
it must have been Moscowt "Quelle jolie animale "• 

Twice I nearly made a blunder in chating with the 
girl, for once I came within an inch of saying how much 
she reminded me of my last year's secretary, Emilee, but 
that would have been withering, for Emilee is a aggress, 
and that would have killed the high flown mulatto. And 
again, when she was speaking of interpretive dancing, 

I came within an inch of asking if she had attended 
Martha Graham's one man show at the college a year or 
two back. That certainly would have been a slap, since 
no per on of color would ever be permitted to 
attend such a performance when held within the 
sacred to white people auditorium at the 
local college. 

It's all so tiresome, trying to keep ;in mind that 
these people of color are actually more fanatical 
about color than are the whites, and that one 
must constantly remember not to jockey them into 
the negro category and at the same time not embarrass them 
by assuming they might be up to some social business 
reserved exclusively for the whites, » 
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effort to keep ike in touch with things as 

in this ultra busy time, I am holding the 


fou to make such a supreme 
they swirl about 


you i n t/llS Ultra DUSy time, ± am noiuniy uhv 

thought that the week end provided much bracing sea breezes 

and an opportunity to catch your breath in the open air, 

- ■* • T - that even in such a setting. 


although I realize, of course, that even in such a setting, 
things were bound to have been more than amply hurly-burly • 


I co ntinue counting off the days until the 4th has been 
achieved, for then with a departure of all,the peopleintent 
on a frolic may be well gone and perhaps you will then have 

an opportunity to cgtch your breath, 

■ 


And may I thank you, too, for having found the time, — 
and I can't imagine how you did, —to get off the list to 
the Library of Congress, Your added suggestions to 
those appearing on the form sheets sound splendid and 
others as well as myself, I feel sure, will be indebted to 
you for having set these recordings on their way to accomplish¬ 
ment. 

The summer session of the local schools is finished 
and my secretaries- have be-taken themselves to the cotton patch, 
.-even though the bolls are few and far between. This 
exchange of mental for physical labors has brought about 
a new schedule for examination of the po3t with my 
assistants arriving along about 5:30 with supper at 5:45* 

I reckon I shall be able to rig up some more leisurely 
sessions within the next day or two but trying to get ahead 
of King Cotton South of the Mason-Dixon Line represents 
something of an undertaking at this season of the year. 


While I think of it, -and it is of no importance, 
you mentioned receiving a clipping several weeks ago, — 
a n enclosure that seemed to be a column about Melrose and 
especially Marie Hi erese, I have just learned that 
this was from~the St, Louis Post Dispatch, and as a result 
of its appearance in that paper, three different sets of 
pilgrims have passed this way, two from Missouri, the others from 
Kansas, 


\. 


And now 1 must really fold 
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Wednesday, September 2nd, 19 53« 



I think you would like a green panel I fashioned for 
a background from ceiling to floor in the African House behind 
the old plantation desk, above which hands the Cane River 
series, I clipped half a hundred banana leaves, perhaps 
12 to 16 inches wide and 5 or 6 feet in length, I folded 
them the length of the leaf along the central rib and 
inserted each succeeding fold within the one ahead, making 
an impressively large set of panels made of lush greenery, 
and vaguely tailored in appearance • I tied the couple of 
inches of items at the top of each on to a bamboo pole, 
and the whole business fell in pleasantly undulating folds, 
and the whole thing, after the desk had been put back against 
them and the plates hung on nails prtruding through the 
pleats, —and the whole thing is quite tropical and 
gay, G-randually, of course, the green of the great leaves 
will turn to yellow and brown, and the background 
will still be pretty for the Cane River plates, 

1 # i 

Among the pieces of mail I didn t get around to go into 
today was an air mail letter from Moncks Corner containing an 
air mail letter from Monkks Corner, the latter having been 
posted August 18th, bearing my name, plus the usual balance of 
"Melrose Plantation, Melrose, Louisiana", The air mail letter 
bore a Post Office stamp, indicating that the party to whom 
the letter was addressed was unkonw and could not be 
located, and the stamp bore the isignia of "The Post 
Master, Welcome, Louisiana "• Who in the world ever heard of 
Welcome, Louisiana, --what a name to start with, —or 
end up witty, for that matter. And why the dolt, having 
the word Melrose appearing twice on the envelope, couldn't 
think of something better than sending it back, I cannot 
imagine. But the important this is that it finally came to 
hand, I shall drop the Post Master of Welcome, La,, and his 
assistant, a note to aao quaint him with the fact that there 
is a elrose. La,, of which, I suppose, he has never heard. 


Rosalind Aswelll did not make a round today, having 
telephoned early this morning, saying that she and Jimmy had 
had to go to Shreveport to see about getting a flag pole 
for the cemetery and asking if she might come down Friday in¬ 
stead, Friday will be Just fine, —fully as fine as Tuesday, 
and Just as unlikely, I think, for like little Miss Ramsey, 
the Aswells are inclined to be a bit on the unpredictable side,,,. 


Memorandum: 

And so the radio, although not saying so specifically, gives 
the impression that you, too, are having genuine cotton weather, 
hot and cloudless, I heard the gin rumbling along so I assume 
the fleecey stuff must be rolling in although the major 
portion of the local crop still remains in tightly closed b °l is » 

I suppose Melrose might have air planes spray the fields with 
that defoliating stuff used by planters employing the 
mechanical pickers. That chemical seems to burn off the leaves 
as it touches them but I suppose Melrose could scarcely 
afford to make use of such an aid since the material would 
also knock off the leaves'from the pecane trees and it is 
from mow until mid October that the peoane leaves produce the 
sugar without which there*would be no crop next year. 

The failure of the bolls to get any sunshine, thanks to 
the heavy leaf coverage means that the dusting to destroy 
boll worms continues and yesterday the planes gave the place 
a thorough going over, I am hoping this may be the last 
time the planes are to be used this year, for, as you know, 
the chemicals kill the stamens of the banana flowers and 
so ruin my crop. The flowers that have already unfolded their 
blossoms will produce but limited fruit this year. Today, however, 
I discovered three or four big old buds that look as though 
they might burst into bloom on the morrow and if they do and 
the dusting period has passed, I really ought to round up 
some impressive strings of fruit before a November frost 
writes "Finis" to this season s effort, 

i * J 

The Cotton Council meets in Memphis tonight and tomorrow, 
a nd J, H, flew from Alexandria early this afternoon and is supposed 

to return tomorrow, 

• ■ <* • ’ 

La Maybry telephoned yesterday or the the day before to ask if 
she might pass this way today. She might. 

And m 9 he passed this way this afternoon, bringing a 
friem and a couple of her own granddaughters with her, gals 
aged about 16, who were nice but still 16 • La Maybry 
is flyinq to Hew York on the 17th with a view to going on 
to Boston and a quick hop to Ireland, the latter Jaunt hpparantly 
based on the fact that it takes no longer to fly from Boston 
to Ireland than it does from Boston to Hew Orleans, and since 

%*• My* *«• er. e< 


jlO 


iO Vi 1 


zz 













From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


v 


9 



\ 


V 


6273 





6274 


* 



she has nothing to do and all day to do it in, speed must 
naturally be made the most off, even though she has 
no particular reason for going to Ireland and no time limit 
on any of her schedules for the balance of the year. Off hand I 
should not imagine autumn wouiq be the best season to select for 
Irish travel but since one isn t interested in anything 
special to start with, I suppose the inside of a few hotel 
lobbies in Ireland would be about as convenient as any place else. 

I talked with Ora this morning. She said the had been 
holding the thought that if her household survived until 
Tuesday when her daughter would head out for college, peace 
would be wonderful thereafter. And then the daughter 
departed and peace came down so heavy that she wished her 
daughter were back again. She said that J. U. Williams is 
having a pitiful case of the blues because his daughter went 
off to college yesterday. Last year he woulan't let her go, 
feeling his household of a wife and a younger daughter couldn't 
stand the strain of her absence, and it took no end of 
jockeying this year to get him to consent to her matriculation. 

I hadn't thought so much about these strains on the parents before, 
but suppose both those who are leaving as well as thouse who 
are left feel the void. Dr. aid Mrs. Erwin of thellocal college 
started their 3on off in medical school at L. S. U. Mew Orleans 
last week end # They have already telephoned him to come back 
to Natchitoches for the Labor Day week end. Somehow it all 
teminds me so much of Lestan and all the excitement that 
attended his departure for school "'way up North in Natchiothces". 

* 

And speaking of the Mew Orleans L. S. U Medical School, I 
must say it was pleasant to hear from Friend'Postell again 
I shall enclose his note if I can set hand to it. I recalled 
the other day that he has done quite a bit of research on several 
Matches physicians which led me to conclude he might be 
a ble to tuck these into appropraite settings so as to 
revolve around Dr. John W, Monette and call the thing 
"The World of Dr. John W. Monttte", - the type of title which 
gives any author all the latitude in the world for wandering 
far afield from the biography is is hanging f^s book on. 1 
know a few things about Dr. Monette and some^f his offspring which 
I have learned from members of his family which I shall be 
glad to contribute to the Postell effort, if ever undertaken. 

One of my Mew Orleans acquaintances secured a stack of * 

Monette manuscripts from a somewhat stuipd son, and Mrs^Brandon 
has told me much about another who conducted an insurance 
business successfully for years in Mew Orleans without ever 
actually seeing any of his customers, as he suffered 
from Hansen's disease although none of his clients ever 
susspected he was a pw leper # So things jog along and 
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Memorandum: 


Thursday, September 3 rd, 19 53. 




This date sesms to be a good one from which one may pause 
momentarily and glance backward, for it was about 15 years 
ago. today, if I remember correctly,• that I first passed along 

this bend of the river. 

■ 

If I recall aright, September 3rd, 1958 was a boilingly 
hot Saturday. But here we are on a Thursday and the weather 
is cloudy, humid and the promise of a high of 76 for the 
morrow 

Mrs. Moore, Christian and I met so many new people that 
day, Lyle being the only one we had known before, —the Madam, 
Joe, Eugenia and Pat, Dan, Paynie, J. H., Clif Byrd, Dr. 

Miller, Joe and Celine Rocque are some of the ones remember. 
It was about noon or 12 :30 when we arrived and I remember 
Victoria's buxom figure as she appeared to give us dinner, 
the mother of the Dark Duke and Peter, whose portrait 
by little Miss Alberta hangs in my boudoir, I remember 
exploring Cane River a little that afternoon, St. Augustin's 
Church, Zeline's house and so on. And after first dark 
I recall the twinkling of lights from all the windows of the 
big house and all the other buildings in the gardens, and 
especially the heaps of yellow cotton upstairs in the African 
House where the Madam and Clif Byrd were stirring up some kind 
of a sewing bee. And I remember Yucca so distinctly, the 
scent of marvelous flower perfumes drifting along 
both front and back galleries. And I remember how ocenas of 
drinks • seem to flow from Lyle's stock after he and Christian 
<■ and I had said goodnight to other residents of Melrose and 
how exhausted I was through lack of sleep during the past 
■- 45 hours when we had driven from Mew Orleans to Matches 

to pick up Madam Moore, having, had car trouble on the way, 
so we had failed to reach Roan's party but met all her guests 
in a Matches restaurant at midnight or thereafter, so we 
never did get any sleep before it was time to head out 
for the Cane.River country. 

.0 : At' L y- -u ;! 

And -quite clear yet remains that moment when Lyle handed 
me another powerful highball and moved an electric fan which 
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brought the breeze directly across a big vase of sweet, sweet, 
sickkening sweet flowers, sweeping it so directly in 
my direction that the next thing I knew it was morning, 
and Christian was asleep in the West room of Yucca and Lyle hac 
left the boudoir and was sitting on the edge of my cot in 
the living room and was reading me, clad in pajamas, from 
Old Louisiana, and Frank Morin interrupted to serve an 
expansive tray of black Louisiana coffee• 

That Sunday was Lyle's birthday but there was no 
particular celebration sicne the whole place was hurly-burly 
anyway, And I remember in the morning, - hot, sunny and 
dusty, heading out for St, Augustin's where a baptisin' was 
on the docekt, Pat was forever flying in and out of the 
car to open gates of which there seemed to be dozens as between, 
here and Little River, j4?id there was the Reverend 
Sauerwell, walking majestically across the cotton fields, toati j 
a neatly folded coat he would never need over one arm and carry 
a sachel, containing his Bible, in the other, 

And Monday I remember Lyle leaving at 5 a.m, for Mew 
Orleans, making us promise to pass that way on our way back 
from Natchez to Manhattan, and I remember how Christian and I s 
in theYUcca living room along about S p,m, waiting 
for Mrs, Moore to send word that she was ready to leave, and 
t how Christian voiced a certain sadness in quiting this 
unique place for ever and how he must have thought me 
out of my t mind when I expressed the impression I felt that 
we would come back again And then by <8:30 we were gone and 
heading back toward Mississippi and Lord, how the years have 
rolled since then, 

J" 

Thanks to the cloudy ipeather this afternoon, the 
planting of a new dab of zinnias seemed in the cards, I 
had saved some of the seeds you sent me during the winter, 
and what with the gigantic stand along the front of Yucca's 
gallery having been pushed about by the wind, J took them 
up and in their place put a few dozen narcissus bulb for 
late ‘ovember flowering, In between the rows, I planted 
the zinnias, figuring that within 50 days, the zinnias 
will be in full flower and after the frost has returned 
them to the earth, the narcissus will be emerging and 
thus the floral pattern, although quite different in 
pattern, will remain constant, the white of the 
narcissus replacing the white of the zinnias and the perfume 
of the narcissus substituting, —a mighty pale substitute, - 
for the butterly lilies. 
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Friday, September 4th, 19 53* 


Memorandum : 

This is the day peace, or a reasonable facsimile thereof 
is supposed to return to Manhattan and I am holding 
the thought that his has actually been achieved, 

i»c, - p ^ V: . - 1- 1 O vj 

The cool Canadian flow of air struck this area 
about midnight and by one o'clock this morning it was drizzlii 
a little. The ensuing day was cloudy and cool, —in the upper 
70's, and we are promised clear skies and a low of 55 before 
morning. Frankly, I don't need such arctic temperatures so 
soon in the season and would glandly exchange them with 
some of Manhattan's 90's, if none of the latter are 
required for metropolitan banana and zinnia crops. 

The postman brought me a special delivery letter from 
he Segleaus this morning, As I am usually at 
the post office when the mail arrives, a specail delivery seen 
among the more useless things, so far as I am concerned, The 
letter was another long one and very pleasant. It contained 
an address concerning some perfume, or the address of a 
manufacturer of perfume about which Mr, Pipes wanted particula 
and so I shall send the letter to him first. 

In the same post came a sweater, knitted by 
Mrs, Ceorge button. It seems to be a very nice one 
and quite an apt gift in view of the present cool spell. 

You may recall that the Ceorge Suttons purchased 

without t ransfer of cash the Natchitoches property 

of Mr, B a chelier, just before the latter s death, I know 

not if the sweater be conscious money, so called, or not, 

but I shall accept\ it as the gift of a friend and hope 

the Suttons never dream I know about the B a chelier business» 

And speaking of the Suttons and Mr, Bachelier reminds 
me of Father Becker, and I think I have probably reported 
that he is living in a fine house of his own in South 
Louisiana but has been unfrocked and forbidden to preside 
over a church again. After 35 or 40 years of being 
so firmly entrenched at Cloutierville, I suppose he 
indulged in about all the rascality he could, and while 

the removal is "better late than never , it seems to me 

pretty late r and o' think- ths^Church" authorities were 
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I expected, E. Roscoe Morrow's return on Monday to be 
announced tonight by Larry Lasseur but I didn t hear any 
mention of the matter in the first two-thirds of the 
broadcast which I was able to hear. Perhaps it 
was mentioned later, —I hope• 

J. if. returned home sometime during the night. 

He said he had taken a Memphis plane for ew Orleans 
but the latter had had to stop somewhere for repairs and 
he figured he could make it by bus in quicker time 
than he could wait for the mechanics to fix up the 
plane. 

K. 

The clerk told me that Sister had gone to flew Roads 
to spend the week end with her uncle and that she will 
pick up her son, John, on Monday when she heads back 
for home. 

I have several appointments for the week end, and I suppo 
many would be road runners will be making the most of the 
holiday. Along about'supper time tonight, two young 
ladies and a young gentleman stopped for a 
tour. They said they hailed from, —of all places, — 

Meridian, Mississippi, At least der schoene Adloph never 
did go on a jaunt to Jersu Salem, Naturally I treated 
them with special courtesy and took particular pains 
to refer frequently in the picture gallery section to various 
"colored ladies" and "colored Gentlemen", and relished the 
unhappy state of mind they seemed to exude when I got 
around to "one of Louisiana'8 most distinguished 
colonial citizens, Marie Therese, the black lady from the Cong 
I thought they were going to "bust" on that one, 

hey asked me if I had ever heard of the old houses 
they have in Natchez, Miss,, and I admitted that I had heard 
people refer to them. his gave them an opportunity 
to "tell all" and although that, at best, was dull, it 
is always interesting to get the reaction of the hill billies 
to the river bottom, folks • 

I was rather expecting to have a line from several 
people today, including Robina, whose health is much improved, 
I hope. And what in the world do you suppose ever happened 
to Cousin Ouida and Cousin Josephine, Somehow I got the 
idea they were planning to pass this way in August, 
but not a peep has come from their directi on either. 


Sunday, September 6th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

Both Saturday and today put forth the finest weather 
of the year, —all blue and gold, with a daytime 
upper 70 and a night time of middle 60 f s. It 
has been comparatively quiet, too, and although 
the pilgrims have put in an appparance, their number 
has been small, their mentality of dubious quality, 
and a slight case of sniffles on my part making me 
comparatively indifferent to the occasional impulse to 
create an interest on the part of those who obviously 
have scant or slight capacity for any such element, 

• 

Joe arrived from Conroe last evening a round supper 
time. I had an opportunity to chat with him alone after 
dinner across the fence this noon, just before he headed 
back home. He told me he was thinking of retiring, 
possibly in November or December and that he plans 
building a home in Natchitoches. He spoke as though 
he had been having disagreements with the Gulf States 
Utilities with whom he has been associated so long. 
Perhaps that is what is stepping up his intention to 
retire shortly. He says he has sufficient to live 
on comfortably and that J. H. assured him that none of 
the Henrys would have to worry about money regardless of 
their individual financial standings. That suggests 
imposingly impressive worldly goods. Joe said J. H. 
had recently paid $ 37,500.00 for a Montrose property 
which had been purchased in Pat s name. Not bad 
for "us poor folks", as J. H. likes to say on occasion. 
Pat is expected back in November or December and is 
scheduled to assume some of the plantation details for 
J. H., but knowing J. H. as I do, he will forever 
keep hi$ hand on the Melrose pulse uninterruptedly, 
although he may do more gadding a bout, if that be 
possible, Joe said that Dan made §21, 000.00 last 
year, due in large measure to insurance business thrown 
in his direction by J. H. As Dan continues drinking 
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Monday, September 7th, 1953 


immoderately, one cannot help wondering how long Lady 
Luck will smile in that direction, I guess that 
is all L learned from Joe but for a ten minute 
chat, that seemed to be fairly illuminating, 

I want to make a mark on the wall , indicating 
that for once I heard Invitation to Learning from beginning 
to end today. If you heard it, you undoubtedly enjoyed 
the discussio7i of the famous Japanese novel whose title I 
never remember and whose author I invariably forget, 

"The Sotry of Genjhi" or some such by a Japanese 
Court lady who was born a bout the year 1001, is 
n story I have tried to read several times but never 
got very far, I recall that Mildred Jonas was very 
fond ot it but I guess she is the only person I ever knew 
who had read and re-read it. Perhaps circumstances were 
inauspicious when I attempted the thing on two or three 
occasions, But my lack of enthusiasm in my memory concerning 
the volume in no way detreacted from the interest I felt 
in the discussion. One point which nobody brought out 
is one I should like to know and perhaps shall learn 
eventually, They spoke of the novel as being about 
Court life by an author who was really an insider, I 
have long wondered if the tale as spun by the lady was of her 
own era or if it was, in that far off time, a story 
dealing with generations before her advent on the scene, 

I was delighted to hear it announced at the end of the 
broadcast that next Sunday's discussion v ould be devoted to 
Machiavelli 's The Prince, There are lots of other 
Ithings I should prefer but I know that Ora Williams 
is preparing a club paper on just that subject for 
sometime this season and this should be mono from 
an intellectual heaven for her, 

» t , 

Just for fun and because I hadn t talked with her 
in ages, I telephoned the lady doctor last evening to 
inquire aftr;r her health and the success of her ta husband's 
new business as head of the local Borden's Mill office. 

She spoke of the gaget she has had -attached to her telephone 
which records incoming messages, covering a 28 second 
period, which she can refer to when convenient, She 
says she knows a Baton Rouge physician who installed one 
solely so he could play bridge in the evening and 
not be disturbed while at game and yet eventually 
catch his calls. In her own case, she 3ays, she finds 
people rattle off their ailments and then forget 
to identify themselves before 28 minutes have elapsed which 
is something else again,,,,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your air mail of Thursday in today's post 
It is restful just to learn that placidity was just around 
the corner at the time you wrote and that there were 
prospects for a comparatively quiet week end, in the wake 
of all the huddles that have been yours for too long of 
late, 


I was in a mild panic when the radio reported some 
Panamanian steamship as being forced to turn back to port 
because of the hurricane passing along the Atlantic coast, I 
automatically told myself I could imagine nothing worse for 
putting a crimp in the promised quiet than having the 
whole bunch of S, A,'s suddenly doing a repeat performance, 
but relief came to quiet my forebodings when everything reported 
over the air indicated that the regular passenger liners were 
proceeding on schedule, 

» 

With the hurricane just off the coast today, I suppose 
the Manhattan wather has been inclement for out of door 
activities, I hope this hasn't put a crimp in your plans for 
a measure of solitude, And I am hoping further that 
you have been mighty busy today doing nothing, for you 
ought to catch your breath a little, now that this rare 
opportunity has presented itself, ut as I envision it, the 
all too, brief period somehow suggests it may turn out to be 
something akin to that marvelous line I once heard o radio 
announcer solemnly refer to as "an interlude of transcribed 
silence "• 


What a commentary, on the rattle-t-bang civilisation in 
which we live when silence may be achieved only by transcription 

I hope that for those who need entertainment, this Labor 
Day has been a Frolic Day, Surely lots of people have been 
in the big road and quite a few of them have found their way 
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to this bend of the river. For the road runner, the 
time table operating without design on anybody's contrivance, 
brought passing pilgrims here in perfect dove-tailing so that 
I have been pretty much on the go from morning until 
this hour of 8: 30. For the most part, today's batch of 
people have been definitely on the dumb side, people adrift 
with nothing to do and all day to do it, and quite incapable 
of wanting anything more at Melrose than to kill time, 

But even these dumb ones can contribute something, as 
I discovered when, bogged down with a batch of them, Sister 
came to pick up her offspring, and either through lack of 
inclination to see me or perhaps because I had pilgrims, 
she made her appearance at the store, picked up her passenagers, 
and got on her way without ever encountering me, 

I thought I had seen the last of today's quote of people 
by 5:30 when Ed and Horace Rand appeared. They came in to chat 
for a bit and in the midst of it a couple of secretaries 
arrived, I left my guests long enough to read your letter, 
chunking the other mail aside until the morrow. The Ed and Horand 
contingent remained until after the supper hour and as they 
got into their car to leave, a car containing some of their 
Alexandria acquaintances plus some New Orleans people arrived, 

I should have not received them, had the Rands already 
departed, but under the circumstances I thought I might 
a s well add one more to the list of tiresome people, what with 
the structure of day already in a shambles, 

Although definitely on the way out, my sniffles linger on 
and probably made me more indifferent- as to whether school kept or 
not, Juanita fixed me an apetizing plate and after 
this little chat with you, I shall go in for some lemonade 
and then my supper, after which, by pulling the covers over 
my head, I shall indicate in pantomime that 1953 1 s 
frolic-some Labor Day has been completed, 

Ora telephoned today for some po nits concerning 
the ante bellum owners of some nearby property. She s aid 
she is just getting into the Ben Ames Williams book and finds it 
altogether to her liking,, I suppose the "House divided" 
is the predecessor of this volume, and I must inquire from 
somebody if the latter has been recorded as yet. Oddly enough 
I know not where to inquire regarding this point since 
the Hew Orleans Public. Library never answers any letters, 
apparantly, and the Library of Congress usually 3kips 
acknowledgement of such inquiries, But tonight I shall need 
no literature to put me to sleep. If yours, too, has been 
a laborious Labor Day, I hope rest follows in fulsome measure»•• 
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Tuesday, September 8th, 19 53. 


Memorandum: 


Little jlinj aid Peter dropped in at first dark 
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Tuesday, September 8th, 2953 


to this bend of the river. For the road runner, the 
time table operating without design on anybody's contrivance, 
brought passing pilgrims here in perfect dove-tailing so that 
I have been pretty much on the go from morning until 
this hour of 8: 30. For the most part, today's batch of 
people have been definitely on the dumb side, people adrift 
with nothing to do and all day to do it, and quite incapable 
of wanting anything more at Melrose than to kill time. 

But even these dumb ones can contribute something, as 
I discovered when, bogged down with a batch of them, Sister 
came to pick up her offspring, and either through lack of 
inclination to see me or perhaps because I had pilgrims, 
she made her appearance at the store, picked up her passenagers, 
and got on her way without ever encountering me. 

• 

I thought I had seen the last of today's quote of people 
by 5:30 when Ed and Horace Rand appeared. They came in to chat 
for a bit and in the midst of it a couple of secretaries 
arrived. I left my guests long enough to read your letter, 
chunking the other mail aside until the morrow. The Ed and Horanc 
contingent remained until after the supper hour and as they 
got into their car to leave, a car containing some of their 
Alexandria acquaintances plus &ome New Orleans people arrived. 

I should have not received them, had the Rands already 
departed, but under the circumstances I thought I might 
a s well add one more to the list of tiresome people, what with 
the structure of day already in a shambles. 

: \„0 5 lO'TU'.y i- 

Although definitely on the way out, my sniffles linger on 
and probably made me more indifferent- as to whether school kept or 
not. Juanita fixed me an apetizing plate and after 
this little chat with you, I shall go in for some lemonade 
and then my pupper, after which, by pulling the covers over 
my head, F shall indicate in pantomime that 2953*8 
frolic-some Labor Day has been completed. 

^ y r. jV 1 8UC l^ViT i i Ilj\t 03 (StsB 

Ora telephoned today for some points concerning 
the ante bellum owners of some nearby property. She s aid 
she is just getting into the Ben Ames Williams book and finds it 
altogether to her liking •• 1 suppose the 0 House Divided" 

is the predecessor of this volume, and I must inquire from 
somebody if the latter has been recorded as yet. Oddly enough 
I know not where to inquire regarding this point since 
the New Orleans Public-Library never answers any letters, 
apparently, and the Library of Congress usually skips 
acknowledgement of such inquiries. But tonight I shall need 
no literature to put me to sleep. If yours, too, has been 
a laborious Labor Day, I hope rest follows in fulsome measure. 


Memorandum 


You will observe the Royal has a new ribbon. 

This is the first time Pete'r has ‘tried his hand at 
making the change on this machine and I find ay self 
inclined to hold.my breath momentarily 'til such a 
time as the thing has moved JL ong far enough to indicati 
it will re vers* alright, thereby e indicating that 
the job presented no insolunble difficulties. 

Little King and Peter d-ropped in at first dark 
and although the gaiety of conversation did not 
offer the Meal moment for concentrating on threading 
a typewriter, I was wifier the impression the old 
ribbon was jetting <v little faint and it night 
be as well to rytke the most of the deft hands present. 
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t Wednesday, September 9th, 19 53. 
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Memorandum : . t 

: \ .. ■. . c ■' \• ■_ 414 '■ • i '• - ’ 

I hope this page turns out to be something unlike 
last yiight's memo which you couldn't read at all, I 
suppose. At the Post Office this morning, I learned 
that all the letters I had written after the ribbon had 
b$en changed had to be doctored • Tonight I have had 
the ribbon worked on again, but have typed the envelope 
before beginning tfyis note, thinking., that the envelope 
at least may be readable• 

i t "t - 

I can recall nothing of interest in yesterday's memo so 
}f you couldn't make anything out of the faint script, you 
will have lost nothing • 

. n ■ o.. 

Tonight I do want to tell you a bit of gossip which 
may have no foundation but which may, and as the parties 
concerned are known to us, the particulars may prove 
mildly interesting, true or untrue • 

According to a Mew Orleans pilgrims of a day or two back, who 
had stopped off at Oakley on her way up fyere, —the 
lady is of ancient Louisiana lineage, —it is generally 
understood in the Felicianas that the successful attempt 
to force-Urs, Stirling out of her position as curator was 
spear-headed by a prominent Saint Francisville lady, primarily 
on the grounds that Mrs, Stirling, although ^the wife of a 
resident whose family came to the Felicianas among the 
earliest settlers, Mrs • Stirling was not born in the Parish, 
but across the line in ,aton Rouge Parish m It is 
generally agreed by all that two St, Francisville ladies have 
made wonderful contributions to the perpetuation of the fame 
qf, J 6 % n lames Audubon „Jtrs, Lester.by her speeches across the 
State on the subject of Audubon in general and his painting in 
particular, and by the enormous amount of reproductions she 
has made of his drawings # And the other, Mrs, Stirling t shares 
in the honor of having .done equd ly as much if not more by her 
efforts, —almost single-handed, to effect the creation of 
the Memorial Park by the State, her tireless devotion to 
, the place after it was purchased, her speaking tours across the 
country on the subject of Oakley and <Audubon, etc,, etc • 
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I suppose no other State, perhaps no other community ever had 
two such women who, both talented, expended their energies so 
much in behalf of the fame of a single historic character, as these 
two, and isn t it interesting that one lives at Waveryl the other 
at Wakefield, —somehow the names seem so interchangeable , 

But the opposition to Mrs, Stirling has been s tirred up 
and fanned into flame solely, as the native born St, Francisville 
people declare, Mrs, Stirling was not born in Feleiciana but 
across the line in Baton Rouge Parish and therefore she should 
not be permitted to hold down the place she does, so representative 
of Oakley and Audubon, There never has been any criticism of 
Lois Lester on this score for although she-was born and reared 
in Mew Orleans, she has perhaps never done quite so much for St, 
Francisville as Mrs, Stirlinge that as it may, and as 
the newspapers indicated, Mrs, Stirling was actually forced 
out of her job, St, Francisville, the Felicianas and Louisiana 
therebye loosing the services of one of its most generous and 
campable servants . And what is intersting about all this, 
according to my informant, is the identity of the individual 
who has spear-headed the attack from the beginning, and now, 
unfortunately proven so successful, Tou have aL ready guess the name> 
Lois Lester, 

0 , . ;• .* ! ; -i‘. > 4 « r> v. i j 

Naturally I am bound to do a bit of checking on this matter. 

At the moment I am knocked flat by the thought that it may 
be true, . % 

Today's pilgrims stemmed primarily from Minnesota and 

California # Along a boift 5 p,m,, I heard someone calling "F . are 

you sleeping ", t I didn't recognise the voice but realised 
it must be someone who knew me on a rather friendly basis. It 
turned out to be some California number, —breezey as some Westernen 
are reputed to be She is going a thing whose title suggests its 
subject, —"The Great Raft", She had two secretaries with her, The\ 
jotted down everything passing between the visitor ad me, and 
my first paragraph of flattening the bag out will probably 
make "shame-faced" reading, 
r , \ e: * ; : • 4 £ I . . 

But I gave her more data than she could assimilate and 
said "But, Mo", when she asked to see the big house. She must be 
a female Harnett K a ne no time for manners and no time for 
research, —and yet half an hour on Cane <River would be suffice, 

I suppose, to provide either of them with ample mater 
material for a popular novel, 
i '•! .1 ir : \ o: ,8iv V..“ 

Well, save for 1{he weather, which remains marvel 
marvelous, this is all I know, I haven t heard the E, Roscoe Morrow 
Hews this week, but I did hear another hurricane is boiling,,,. 


Thursday, September 10th, 19 53. 
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Memorandum s \ 

< • • • 4. jot . * • .■ .. • . . 

The perfect weather continues and if one is to judge by the 
number of pilgrims continuing to pass this, way, none of them have 
learned yet that August, the vacation month, is over, 

■ *\«t 94\3 \i bltiffl 5 «©fc 1 t 

Last night I wasn't very sleepy and accordingly finished the 
19bS novel of Peggy Bacon, - The Inward Eye t a Scribner publication, 

I found it an entertaining^ story of.a conservative young 
couple in Greenwich Village but thought the book stupidly named 
a nd the whole thing lepped off with a meat axe at the close. 

Miss B a con is an artist at thumb nail sketching of people but 
I have always preferred oil to steel ± engravings, Smehow I 
got the impression that the manuscript was probably much longer and 
that it was the fault of some Editor that the thing got 
whittled down wi*h x such amazing speed at the end. The 
book is not the type one would re-read but were a sequel to pop up, 
one would probably turn through it to see what happened next, 
t ■ «. i ■ i 

A package from the Segleaus arrived yesterday and one from 
Maison Blanche of Mew Orleans, at the same time, the Segleau 
containing a hand knitted sweater, - a lovely yellow, probably 
fashioned by Madame Segleau and much in the same style as a like 
sweater from Mrs, Sutton the other day. The Maison Blanche package 
likewise contained a sweater, not hand knit probably but of the same 
style and gray in color. From where I sit, it looks as though 
the plantation might not freeze this winter, I shall have to 
write aison Blanche to ask who sent that particular one 
and then, after^that, I may be able to decide which of the three 
I shall reserve for my own use, A letter from Dora speaks about 
some jacket being on its way aQd I suppose it will arrive on the 
morrow. It is certainly sweet of Dora to bounce so many garments 
in my direction, but with the thermometer in the 90's, I must 
say three sweaters and a winter jacket seem to be rushing the season a 
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The batch of letters in this morning's post 
were of no particular moment although it is always nice 
to hear from Madam Marco and the invitation from 
Lionel Jeanmard is pleasant to receive although it 
will never be accepted. The Holloman epistle seems to in¬ 
dicate that that lady welcomes any cooperation I want to 
extend in the direction of her pet problems but that she 
herself isn't dreaming of making the prospect a two way 
street. But I do not mind such an attitude for believing 
a s I do in furthering any.project that seems to be on the 
positive side, I don t mind if the other person fails to 
do likewise for I proceed on the theory of the parable about 
the guy likely to get-tfre most bread is the one who oasts it 
■on the waters. And so, if la Holloman feels inclined to 
hang tight to her loaf, that is alright by me • Then, too, 

I recognise that Luck may have provided me with a bigger 
batch of the stuff than was handed out to her so that 
. it is no virtue on my part to be tossing the stuff about 
with greater abandon. 

A Talking ook came today, —"The Liberal Imagination" 
by Lionel Twilling or Trilling or whatever. It seems to 
me I have in times gone bye read something by mein lieber 
Trilling or Twilling, —what a name, however spelled, and I 
am looking forward to dipping into a couple of essays before 
folding up my beard. 

■ \ „ : _■ O : - t V .3 -Hi 

Retruning to the Holloman letter, in passing, I must 
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say the woman's somewhat scatter-brained presentation of the 
Metayer business is wore or less typical of her "chicken 
with its hat off" tendency • She mentions a murder committed 
by a Metoyer of whom, as you know, there are millions, 
a nd suggests a letter to Lawyer Hunter or Sheriff Kelly, 
which ought to be delivered by Wednesday or Thursday. With 
this communication, reaching me on Thursday and no out-going 
mail before Friday, how I could turn out the letter in time, 
even if I knew anything a bout the identity* of the person 
involved, is beyond me. I cast about in this neighborhood, 
asking half a dosen different Metoyers about the 
murder and trying to determine which Metoyer was about to go on 
fjrial but nobody locally seems to have heard of the thing. 
Somebody thought that one of the Balthasars killed somebody 
last year but had forgotten which one and didn t know if the 
case had gone to trial. Of course Balthasar and Metoyer are 
precisely the same kettle of fish but I'm not sure la Holloman 
knows much about whe is talking. 

Well, so much for this duil sitting. Bo you reckon 
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the Vooper River trailer ought to be coming into view soon, 
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, ,*3 Friday, September Uth, 19 53. 
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How nice to have your perfectly elegant letter of 
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Tour picture of the forlorn appearance of the trees along 
the Concourse ia so graphic I almost feel I can see their poor 
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inspiring to know that the balance of the week provided such 
a break • ! ^ 

And may I thank you for the copy of Antiques which 
arrivee in the same post with your letter. I am so glad 
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for me so that every detail could so easily be consulted. 

The picture of The Shadows is lovely and I have enjoyed 
the article on early Louisiana treasures is an inspiration 
urging one to meditate on other along parallel lines. 

My impatience to explore all marked places was accomplished 
with such gusto that I find myself wanting to start all 
over again right now. Jl •. am letting Celeste look at the 
issue tonight and shall enjoy a aacond going over of the pages 
t on the morrow, i - • ' 

.v. ii • i i&o •• -- »• • 3. . 

Tour reference to the pleasant reaction she would have 
experienced on the Long Island frolic made me laugh in my beard 
How fortunate you had someone with whom you could chat when 
lseep seemed so impossibly, what with all the racket going on. 

3 31 : . , , . , , 

It would be difficult for me to convey to you how indebted 
I am for your thoughtfulness in sending along the news 
regarding volume 6 of the Freeman Washington. 

I was particularly anxious that the author might have had a go 
■ at Washington's return to domestioity on the Potomac and now 

s', .this supposedly futile wish has been realised. As I 
.. ma y have mentioned, I>was wishing especially that Freeman might 
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<70 into tAe *royal progresses "Washington made up and 
down the country, assuming the Freeman inclination to do 
step-by-step military data might give way to a step-by-step 
description of the houses the Chief Executive visited, 

It would seem to me this might well be in this volume 6 , 
a nd while it would be nice if it were available right now, 

I can keep control of my patience until another year 
has made its rounds, o waiting the advent of this item, for 
the knowledge of its existence:is enough to fill me with pleasy 
for a twelth month, 

. i®> a 1 , t0? M M..C w .. 0 *• SO Jit not. 

I was on the point of writing the publishers when 
your letter brought the news of the reeman volu,e for I had 
thought the publishers might have made arrangements with 
Freeman assistants or some associate to bring the biography 
to a close in a final chapter, set forth in a style and 
a regard for detail similar to that characterizing the 
first 5 volumes. Now my question has been answered and I 
a m entranced at the whole business, 

And may I tell you how mucy I appreciate your kindness 
•in acquaiting me with the metamorphosis of Illustration from 
a weekly to a monthly publication, I have always thought such 
an idea wouldn't be bad, since the extra time allowed ought 
to enable the publishers to do something a bit more 
tremendous with eaoh of the annual IB numbers, as opposed to 
the long time schedule of 5B per year, Even as is oliday, 
so Illustration may eventually emerge as a travel magazine of 
Arm tarnished elegance perhaps, but devoted more and more to 
European treasures, I hope, The width of its scope in 
the variety of subject matter and accompanying color work could 
be compressed into 12 volumes to advantage, or rather quite the 
opposite, —not compressed into one volume but scattered throug 
twelve issues, and I think everyone would be happy, 

: s': ::: : 

Beau Hack returned to Melrose today and plans to remain 
until Christmas, I believe, I got a haircut immediately, trust 
to no possible change of mind. What interests me more, howeve ^ 
is the fact that Juanita will probably remain mistress of the 
pot and^pan department for another two or three months, and tAaj 
means miictr, 

mg/ '• m ss :0 i -Mt. vjIm Iki'jti'iC''; a. a. 1 

I shall put an envelope over the Conroe newspaper I re¬ 
ceived today and send it along, I read J, H,'e copy and found 
the article quite misleading in its statement that all the data} 
came from me. It certainly didn't, but I do see evidences 
of Victor Little, Barnett Fane, Ethel Holloman and all the rest 
manks again for giving me such a happy day . 


MSUO bi 


lOiJr 
j K 




MS MTV. 

. 

1 • 

M S' 

s«ir \.o 

SMv!\_ J 

t 


. bio «s»'oi koojimsjY 

«>••._ a ;Y. MO'S 3 i‘ 1 

. 

yt: i <S ISO M i•' ifr'.si. or. 


Memorandum s 

> . \.0 • 00 


&•: A3 


. 


Sunday, September 15th, 19 53* 

s.'-t* t 1 .."' 

mo\ notsj 0 
rq 3os „ e IA . oJ 
. 4 3 


! CO Cl IU 


b: 


M S»VJ 0 ' 


s:.. - 
6 n 


.sts 


M SM 
b&o 

iu 


MO 


ls.r> 


i vs 4 1 
Ass it 


Si 1 
L 1 

[A 

oA 


1 o 
MO 


. o - . t. 

buss 

>SM 

8' c-« i V 
m i'i 

w u 

10t\ SOM 

.IMG' .. 


A: 


ubi 


If I think of it, I shall enclose a sheet of 
stationary which is currently being employed for some 
correspondence originating in the office, J, H, consult¬ 
ed me regarding an advertisement in some magazine, setting 
. forth the virtues of Melrose pecanes. It seems to me 
a little late in the season for such an announcement, since 
I l assume publications such as Harpers, House and Qarden and 
the like are pbrobably pretty well sewed up for October 
and November, since October is probably already on the stands 
and the November issue is probably almost ready for printing, 

M v i. MM ' F, i ttat i & 4 At ',0 5SO'- 8"$ 4 4. t) 0ltuc\ S'- 

I mention all this because it stands as an exception to 
J, H,'s usual tendency to finish off matters so promptly 
and often in considerable advance of potential needs, as for 
example, the putting of the gin in order in the Spring 
as opposed to many a planter who waits until cotton time before 
"studying about" it, I shall of course let you know 
if and when any advertisements are purchased, 

1 . o \ »88*!l 4 Ot. : 

27ie weather .continues to reflect the perfection of 
Indian Summer, The pilgrims were few over the week end and 
those who came were sympathetic souls, A Mr, and Mrs, Hughes 
of Little Rock, professional photographers, I believe, spent 
much time with their cameras on Saturday afternoon, I think 
m we shall hear Jrom them in the weeks ahead. They have been 
journeying up rom New Orleans, taking pictures of old 
plantation homes and gathering quit* a collection of 
interesting sho.ts, I imagine. They spoke at some length of 
various years they have recorded the progression in decline 
of Belle drove, years whtch are punctuated by camera studies, 
ought to be interesting. They have also rounded up earlier 
photographs taken by others, so that their collection covers 
such years as 1900, 1927, 1957, 1941, 194 6 and 1955, 

They were impressed, they said, by the deeper hue the ruins have 
K taken on, perhaps because of the fire, perhaps as a 

result of surface exposure -.to the weather following the fire, wi 
the pink .quality of earlier times deepening into red, I 
believe they may send some piotures, and if so I shall send 
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them along for our scrapbooks* 

I was delighted this afternoon when my old secretary, Mr* 
Breux, came to see me. Me had brought his wife and child over 
from Houston for the week end* I think it means much to him 
to get his feet planted momentarily on Cane River soil again from 
time to time* 

I had an opportunity, although not half long enough to 
cover all, to examine further the copy of Antiques, and again 
I marvel at all the interesting things you had found and 
checkd for my attention* Tea, the Wedgewood pastille burner 
% with the dolphin supports on the triangular base was 
or is precisely the one of which I was speaking As 1 recall, 

I had run across mine for a song, perhaps $1 5.00 or #20.00, 
in one of those things over which one stumbles but never dis¬ 
covers when searching for* Oddly enough, I disposed of mine 

when a season of darkness was descending, —and at a figure 
that was perfectly ridiculous, —several hundred dollars, althoug 
I have forgotten the exact sum* That you should 
have found a likeness of this item is truly remarkable * 

j ^ ’J -a ^ ^ F, *_ ' y ^ 1 ’ 0 V. • 1 • 4 - v •* ^ 

And may I thank you for pointing out the reference to 
the murder case, merely touched on, concerning one of the 
earliest sculptors in this country* Surely we should know 
something more about all this and I think I shall channel a 
note though the office of the magazine to the writer in 
.hopes we may uncover some interesting particulars about this 
whole business * Mow odd a sculptor should take himself to this 
remote region in the 1760’s. Let us hope your discerning eye has 
started something on this trail that will lead to something 
of unusual interest before we have pursued it very far. 

You will be glad to note from Mina s letter that she 
is apparently well on the mend. I believ her husband is living 
in Baton Rouge^* that a pity Mina is still ip love with him while 
he apparantly is still infatuated with his first wife who 

livew in the Baton Rouge area, I believe* 

■ 

I neglected to jot down the three plates she says she has. I, 
you will make a note .of them, I shall be glad so I may send 
her the missing ones after the Joyous Coast design has appeared* 

% L! -*i t i .... -biie 

I perhaps have mentioned in times gone bye that Mina’s 
husband^ borrowed fifty thousand dollars from her, ostinsibly for 
business purposes, and used it to secure a life insurance policy, 
made out in favor of the first wife, which Mina doesn’t know, 
although she is still waiting for him to pay back the money. 

Well, so things revolve and so must I again express my 
indebtedness to you for having provided me with so much 
pleasure through the medium of Antiques**,* 
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. Memorandum: 

Mow nice to find your Tuesday-Wednesday letter 
in today’s post. .. 

' D -.v T . 0 

It was.so kind of you to mention a couple of 
lines from the Antiques magazine artiole about 
K colonial Art in Louisiana* I believed I touched on 
the matter of Qegout, the sculptor, in last night’s 
memo, I am naturally fascinated by the prospect of 
•-,< delving into this man’s career* It goes without 

saying that it.strikes me as odd that I must 
start in at some remote situation such as St. Louis or 
some such but I know of no one in Matchitoches where 
he lived who would be likely to have ever heard of 
him. That gentleman by the name of Lansford of the Delgado 
Museum ought to have some particulars but I am under 
the impression he is writing letter to the country 
of the Matchitoches at the moment* C 01Ke think of 
it, I-guqss the Sejjleaus know him, and I migyht drop 
them a line to make a little inquiry on my behalf * 


. 4 "l : q 

4 oA 


It goes without saying that I am bound to explore 
the career of this man to the utmost of my ability, 

. and again my thanks to you for having brought him 
to my attention* :--v 

- > . : • • 1 • to4ol v,\ t >.cc jjv ooiiObcctH vjr qv *3c4 

. I think I shall ask Ora to set her husband on the 
t trail of the records in the Court Mouse, scanty though 

t they be. Perhaps R. B. will stumble ever the name in 

pursuit of some of his legal work. It's going to 
be fun trying to pick up the scent* 

I just noticed I was giving this page an unusual margin 
and I pause to correct same, - 1 


and I pause to correct same, ■. i 

oaroobit oa .eoecquiq yjiiiAfcim »*A4 

<■ I find it remarkable that so many of the early pieces of 
' Louisiana furniture have found their respective ways to such 

t ; far flung situations* I have no doubt the writer of the article 
■y would be ^especially ^interested in the story of the local bidet, 

v\ \ and he might be surprised to learn such a conveniency was 

........ 4uc 8Kin not. oft bAJ 
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in existence at such an early period and in such a far¬ 
away locality, I shall mention it when I write him, 

I am glad you menioned the return of Mrs, R,, as I had 
lost track of her and did not realise she had returned from 
the Far East, I did not hear the program, but it goes 
without saying that I should have relished it. 

Ora was delighted that nvitation to Learning did 
Uachavelli 's The Prince .on Sunday and telephoned me to 
say as much. She si doing a paper on that gentleman yometime 
during the impending season, I notice that next week s symposium 
will have to do with "Alice au pays des merveilles", - a 
subject I hope we both may hear. Personally, I never cared for 
the book, and as a child, the illustrations frightened me, 

I assume Ur, Bryson and company will agree the book wasn t 
the best .ever written for children and I doubt very much 
if many children like it. Perhaps oa fare for grown-ups 
it might do nicely but I never tried reading it after 
my earliest attempts in childhood and so have much to learn 
from Sunday's discussion, 

• , y *„•••. . - 3 • I 

I am glad you weren t too bored by my memories of my initiaj 
visit to Uelrose, The matter you mentioned regarding my initial 
habitation inclines me to explain, although I have no doubt 
you hqve it clear in your mind, —my.tnitial visit in 1938 
revolved about Yucca, When, a year later in 1939 I returned 
for a longer, —it turned out to be a much longer visit, 

I spent some time in the ancient kitchen which later became 
little Uiss Alberta's pet place for painting. At the time, 

I resist all efforts on .Aunt Cammie's and Lyle's parts to 
take up my residence at Yucca, for I labored at the time under 
the impression that ^yle owned Yucca, After I discovered he 
did not, I fell in with their recommendations, actually 
taking up my residence here tn the Spring of 1940, I believe, 

. o , » . " 0 ■ •* " i \,0 t ^ ' 

.Celeste spent the day in Alexandria and so Jl H, dined at 
the big house and gave me a sly glance when he asked if 
I could use the truck load of stuff he had sent me at dawning. 

It was an enormous truck load of cotton hulls and I treasure 
them mightily for gardening purposes, and the more so because 
all cotton hulls are supposed to be burned this year to help 
eradicate the pink boll worm. But when somebody wasn t 
looking, J, H, had channeled a load of them to me, and 


«$*»•• hi .. 
ec 


as human beings are never satisfied, I expressed the hope 
I might get another surprise or wo of equal proportions before 
the season runs out,,, . 
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Tuesday, September 13th, 1953, 
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Lovely weather,,,,, t 

.«a/: “• -'9 4 . \,c i u Jo" -■ . n 4i 

And by chance, I returned from Arenbourg at 2 o'clock 
this afternoonsomewhat adrip, —the thermometer in the 
upper 90*s, and just as I reach # my boudoir, the telehpone 
rang, Alexandria calling,,,,a voice,,,, and it saidt 

'' /*v* 1 - i ' v. r>i c>i (/ c l 1 v i ( *oo i 

"This is your.South Carolina girl friend,,,," 


i A i i 


s* 




And there was la Storm, saying she and Kay were just 
leaving, and asking if they might stop here in about an 
hour, I am forever figuring Time incorrectly, as in the 
present instai ce, laboring under the illusion that 
an hour from 2 o'clock suggested three o'clock. What 
it actually was spelled out 5:15• 

t . . ■ « Li. c . . 

Juanita served us coffee at Yucoa and set aside my 
supper for me. It was a quarter of 7 when they resumed 
their trek and so I was able to hear E, Roscoe Morrow from 
Berlin, I assume he may have been on the air last night, but 
I missed the program, although I cannot think why, 
c '_.o ‘U'J \ti .--rev i,., \.c- u- orisc .> . ;o 

As for- the Storm contingent,, it was quite a caravan, 

They are traveling in some sort of a glorified station wago, 
with Kay on the front, seat, la Storm on the back, and 
almost lost in mountains of duffle. To the car is 
attached the specially contrived canine trailer, so partitioned 
as to keep one dog in one section and two in the other. It 
seems that if permitted within range of each other, two of 
the dogs will fight to the death and so must be kept 
aparly. Personally I can't imagine a household embracing 
such a situation but there's no accounting for taste, of 
coursfo and no possible way for a person with my limited 
imag^htion to think how anybody would put so much 
disagreeable impediwienta on one '« back when heading out 
from the Atlantic for the Pacific, Since money can be no 
object, shipping at least one of the more aggresive dogs 
by express •would seem to be one simple way of getting 
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tuch trouble for talking about wrappings of 

>er inconvenience * There ws tailing a ^ a , ld 

!E£2 SSVXjSj «; ft5V. # S“ nr 

f.s" JtW 1 "nr M-tar/U and »»««■< 

t should care to worry about. 

I was glad the Ouern.ey lilies 

today or Z-a.’f. , 

when they caught their firs g mp 1 touches of color 

the African House, A few crepe my rue ya ^ p i»k 

tn other sections of the gar i ^ other day about 

Z’ .WS2,!K i* *. .«•«•»*. - 

They wVll continu^ blossoming until some November frost 
puts them out of business, 

JW ladies asked m to come out to spend the winter w »itil 
them, 80 |/v»S that the houawim a P V*P tfcot j pre f er red to 
would be no crowding, deml L tried to extract a promise that 

XS%£l^2SuS rOBOther - 

, , f 1 f * **' 

r n7 „ +h4 , Rnnd at the store this afternoon, along 

with liir/Xle l ^ nffurge the, to oo.e in „ I was 

thinking the clock was getting cloae 0 J mp^next Sunday 
something about all of us com g don't want to make 

for d ^ie r , Ihope she saW'T l1 * to long 

Tb\iVoafp° T on^days i . w£t»ith al/the swirl of people 
around this place on the Sabbath, 

is under the^i.preselon that there^ls^ are iy%ag /or 

huiian”^oapani o\Zitp with ait? 

I^ZtZUtr Z\tZoZZ~ embody PU t, *» an appeara, 

f u *“ s t that 

fell.' so much for a »e*o of scant interest. Perhaps 
I shall do better on the morrow,, • • •• 


Wednesday, Sept, 16th, 1953, 
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The beautiful Indian Summer continues, with 
noon day in the 90's and midnight in the 60's, and 
is all very pleasant. 


Today was one of those short ones in the mail department, 

I suppose the in-coning sacks got shunted to Melville or 
Welcome or some such place, * 

<J- • ST •• iiOieeir t'~ o DIO ..o .. 

Yesterday Celeste had a card from P a t, carrying a Pompei 
scene and saying he was at Naples momentarily on his vacation, 

• I believe he plans to visit Egypt during the greater part of his 
6 weeks or how ever long is leave is. But with his propensity 
for getting around fast, I suppose any place on the globe might 
fall within possibilities. And speaking of Pat, the clerk 
remarked that he supposed the reason, the real reason for 

J, H,'s trip to Europe in December was to persuade Pat 
to put of the marriage he had planned for Spring in Britain, 

It is said Pat never did get married although his girl friend 
did make the trans-Atlantic crossing at that time, I 
understand none of this but pass it along regardless, 

>i\ s. ■ • 2 '' ••• L : •- L-'- 

•-» L Father Lyons who replaced Father Becker ht Cloutiverbllle, 

brought his sister of New York for a little tour this afternoon, 

I asked him how his business was perking and he said there was 
no more business in Cloutierville, meaning to convey the 
impression that the days are over when 1 other &ecker 
operated the local Skbvle, cotton gin and so on, I 
mentioned that a flock of religious and lay biddies had honored 
me one Sunday afternoon a month or two back, stopping off 
on their way to his Church, He said they came for a bingo and 

* t something else, I have forgotten what. Celeste told me the 

other day that bingo game netted Father Lyons t eight hundred 
dollars, which may not be business, but doesn t seem bad for 
a'couple of hours frolic, But there ht’fc* bohnd to be differences 
between the Becker and Lyons regimes, and onesof the elements 
may be found, perhaps, in the fact that Father Becker got his 
by working everybody for his own profit while Father Lyons induces 
people to play to achieve'for himself the same end. Personally, 

I am all on Father Lyons' side, 

. 
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I hope you had the pleasure of hearing Ur, Stevenson out 
of Chicago last night. It is a pleasure to listen to the words 
of such a man, 

■ 

And tonight you perhaps heard Ur, Borrow from erlin 
when he seemed to snap at Alex Kendrick who, in response to 
the Morrow inquiry about coming "down to Berlin" remarked that 
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he had "come up;". 
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jfitA olJ tAe talk going on at the moment about the shortage 
of schools and school teachers, I find myself wondering if 
that is really going to matter so much as the announcemAts 
imply. Out of the hundreds of te a chers I have labored under,— 
from kindergarten to graduate school, only two seem to remain 
in my memory as having been successful in accomplishing 
the purpose their position seemed to suggest was the reason for 
their being, and if today's new crop of pupils end up by 
having not more than 50 different accredited school teachers 
to their account, perhaps their chance to hit an average higher 
than mine is altogether possible, 

" . j 

And I'm bound to smile to myself when, on occasion. Celeste 
declares in phblict rr 

* . t '■ 


F . is the best te a cher I ever had,,,,, 1 


yd 
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and I'm inclined to believe her, especially as I must say 
she never learned a thing from my feeble efforts at killing 

boo 03 


time over the coffee cups. 


_iq 03 9iC;09C\ 

Once in a while a letter on the negative side is inevitable, 
this appears to be it. Forgive me, I shall try to better at 
some subsequent sitting,,,,,. 


Memorandum: 


tr ■ * 


I am taking an occasional pass at Herr Trilling's 
collection of essays and find some of them entertaining and 
some exceedingly dull. There is one on a Wordsworth poem that 
seems so typical of the 'old time passion teachers used to have 
when they tried to force their students to find some deeply 
hidden meaning in every word and phrase, meanis, I have 
oiten felt, which would amaze the original writers of the lines. 
Once or twice in my life I have broken off correspondence with 
people who couldn't resist asking me why I used this or 
that word and prayed me to explain the subtle meaning I had 
intended to convey. Such‘ correspondence never got very far beyond 
my recognition 1 that the individual was obviously trying 
to "make mountains out of moth holes" 
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Obviously I should have my head examined, for in spite 
of the million evidences that should fortify me against 
surprise at anything little Miss Ramsey might do, I was 
quite taken aback when today's air mail from her indicated 
she was blandly spending a couple of months in California, 
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I shall pen her a line tonight, quoting directly from 
an old plantation mistress of mutual aoquai ntance t 

.. I: ' • rw.. \ji3r.sh ce -tsvs 

"Anything you do si alright but don't do it," 
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Carolyn is so prodigal in plans, so poor in performance• 
With her fingers in such a vast assortment of pies, perhaps 
i the Law of Averages will entitle her to striking the jack¬ 
pot eventually 4 As an oil prospector, however, she never would 
get to first base, if I may mix the metaphors, for although 
i she might be drilling slap atop an oil dome, she never would , 
stay with the thing long enough to contact the gusher under her 
feet • She is certainly a wonderfully gifted person but 
just as wacky as thef ame chicken with its hat off, 
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And so, having thus finished off Carolyn, let me take 
a pot 8 $«t at Lame Sally Hertsog of Magnolia, I 
do so because it demonstrates, —not the fhinishing off of, but 
the recital, - how unlikely one is able to judge reaction 
<to one's efforts, I sent Father Lyons a plate of the Cane River 
Country, thinking-he might like it for his rectory and 
immediately I received a generous expression of his 
appreqiatieu, At the same time, however, I was advised 
on unquestioned athority that Miss Sally had not been at all 
pleased wit1\ the Melrose Plantation plate I sent her on its 
release. As you know, the Melrose Plantation plate was rolled 
. r in the direct\on of Miss Commie's friends, as a kind of 
souvenir of that lady. But Miss Sally immediately gave 
the om I sent her to the first person passing her way who wquld 
accept it. And whenever the plates in the Cane River series are 
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mentioned in her presence, she invariably explains : 

ctiyone wants the Melrose Plantation plate in his 
house, it's his business but as for me, I simply 
couldn't think of having any plate or picture under my roof 
that included the likeness of a colored person in it. 

And so the Park Commission wanted me to hang jalouses 
on Oakley and Miss Sally would have me eliinate all people 
of color from the compositions, therebye proving again what hi 
so often been pointed out before, - if one begins whittling d< 
his contrivances to suit the whims of every passer-bye, he 
will end up' by whittling the thing into utter oblivion, 

" ci . \ i. ;>ju •>!'.» t W si;.' ,rr. 

Before folding up my beard tonight, I am bound to 
pass.along the Hertxog stand «n the Melrose Plantation plate 
to Bora, Somehow I have a feeling it ought to fit in 
ever so neatly with Bora's collection that includes the 
MeridAastt*s%,of cool air seems to be "hoovering around 
somewhere but not in this immediate vicinity, but 
within a sufficient number of hundreds of miles to convulse 
the radio. Thus I got but a garbled news report that 
seemed to come from Meridian, Mississippi, although I 
a might uncertain about the whole thing. The thing that 
made the news, however, was the faot that some white person 
was arrest and let out on five hundred dollar bailr while a 
person of color was taken in as a witness and hel(Lin Jail, ^ 
But, marvelous to relate, some local citianes fowK, this 
to be outrageous and took up a collection forthwith, so 
that the witness might at least have the freedom the culprit 
was enjoying, I couldn't make out if those who took up the 
collection were colored or white, but one can deduce 
easily enough, correctly or incorrectly, 

: ': l; - i ,; j 

And in pursuance of things Meridian, Ora told me the oth< 
day that her servant, — a descendant of Qrandpere, 
mentioned as a matter of course that when people of color, —< 
,the Met oyer s are of very light hue, —when the youths of 
that race are driving home to Louisiana by car and find Missit 
stretching across their path, they have long since learned thi 
it is well to fill up their gas tank before crossing 
the Mississippi State line, for usually they find the 
gas stations will not sell their commodity to k people of 
color, It seems such a pity that poor Miss Sally has 
to live in such a cultural exile as is provided by Louisiana 
when she would feel so much more at home if she could only 
have for neighbors such residents as those who dwell in Merid\ 
of ackson. 

And just to think one has to be born in the South 
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Memorandum 

Mow nice to find your Monday letter in today s post, 
cjr, v>.. i ;tuo - ••v.icov'tb usiil :i-j r.u j j hi kom'ouuI 

The peace I had hoped might be yours didn't seem to marteria 
ise but I find myself holding the s ame wave length for 
the next ensuing couple of days • At least it is good to 
know that those in more or less frantic pursuit of education,— 
o4 is it a game, • have reached their appointed places, and 
may they continue to "stay put" for ever so many weeks hence, 

I think it was so nice having the surprise from the youth 
and the orchid in silver filigree will be doubly appreciated 
in view of its source, 

w ; <:i . u -* •' 

I can well imagine how you may have begrudged the time 
taken away from la Roundtree in order to observe new fangled 
sofa beds and T 7 sets, I guess it is well the newly weds have 
the T V contraption, for the view from their bedroom window 
certainly holds nothing in the line of enchantment by way 
of a view. 

Today’s sky was leaden gray, the color one expects to 
encounter in late November when the rainy season gets under way. 
But in spite of the coverage, the thermometer remained in 
the upper 90's, The promise is for rain on Saturday, I hope, 
for that will mean cooler weather and last night's low of-7 6 
made sleeping but fitful, 

I t can t remember why my morning was so busy but 
I didn't get around to tear my house to pieces for a thorough 
going over until It 30 in the afternoon, I never have dis¬ 
covered when a safe hour might be hit upon that would 
„give some hope of enabling one to crawl out from under 
the futniture before pilgrims appear. 

In the midst of my domestic confusion, two gentlemen 
knocked at my door, I glanced in that direction and in a 
, somewhat stentorian tone, indicated my laok of enthusiasm 
by repeating, "ffo,,,,no,,,,,no^,,,,l" 

- j\'„na a ao*t\ bsi>« soasb s', i.’ & ts. T o~. v. •• «o 

But when they announced themselves as Jeamard and Fletcher, 
one presenting wi me with a bottle of sherry, the other a 

*,t i3. ,- -Vsi ytbuoU luo'i 30 £ A ot yqc.oA os w* i 
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huge package of cheese, I bid them leap the impedimenta 
and collapse in the living room. I think you have 
seen a recent letter from Lionel Jeanmard who is a 
nice person. Dr. Joel Fletcher ySu will recall is 
President of Southwestern at Lafayette. 

Dr. Fletcher had remarked within the Jeanmard hearing 
the other day that he would like to make a quick round up 
this way and so they cooked up the jaunt over night p with 
a view to visiting momentarily at Briarwood, stopping for 
luncheon in town and then dropping down here to see me. 

Dr. Fletcher wanted to make an appointment for a 
conference in October as he has some educational ideas which 
he wants to discuss with somebody and I seemed to be the 
only one he could think of. at the moment. We accordingly 
arranged for a meeting later by four weeks or thereabouts, 
and I shall be glad to hear what new wrinkles are being 
mulled over by the educators. 

?,Vi" ■ -VV> 11 o ! ■ - • OT, 

Dr. Fletcher said .they got a strange reception at 
Briarwood which they reached at noon. They pounded on 
the front door and on the windows but got no response. 

With la Storm probably having pulled out yesterday, perhaps 
Carolyn thought the bill collectors might be upon her and 
didn't relish cashing any check she may have received. 

Whatever the reason for their failure to get a response, 
the fact remains that the finally tried the back door which 
opened readily enough enabling them to place inside the house 
the package of food stuffs they had brought the gals. They 
were somewhat taken aback when they discovered Caroline peeping 
at them through a chink in the wall, and when they saw 
her, she apparantly then recognised them, and came out. 

"Ole" v irginie was asleep and so they did not chat with 
her although they passed the open door in the house wher she 
was reposing. Perhaps Caroline was getting caught up on 
her sleep, following her entertaining of the Storm contingent. 
Dr. Fletcher told me he understood the Leutcher-Starks had recen 
advanced a thousand dollars against prospective iris painting, 
so the gals must be momentarily in the money. 
i\ enu'v tt .-.o' ' ?*\ 

I thought of my old dog when the radio mentioned a cur 
today, but it turned out the spoken workd probably referred not 
to a cur but a Kerr, reportedly engaged to Senator McCarthy. 

What a heritage for the offspring of such a union. Can't 
you picture .a f noi.sey .collage youth proclaiming that 
on his mother s side he descended from a cur and on his 
father's from an 3. 0. B." 

, »ii*i .. r ' y S3 . •> 0 • >*U V.'. 

I'm so happy to have your Monday letter to make 
my week end the happier. Here's hoping yours may be 
an all quit* one.... 
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Sunday, September 20th, 19 53. 
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The day was cloudless and the warmth was tempered by a 
alight breeze under the big cedar when J. H., Celeste and I 
went over to the camp to dine on goat with the Rands and their 
other guests, -t was a fairly small party and altogether 
pleasant. And to goat didn t taste like goat, which was excellent 
that reason. I need hot remind you of the type of diimer the 
Rands are want to serve, and it was all that. The substitute 
for plates were .sectional trays and I ate two sections of a 
delicious shrimp salade and one section of avaoado salade, 

. not to mention fresh biscuits and fresh toast, both smoothered 
in pemento cheese, run through the oven. Melsn started off 
the business and there were endless side dishes, preserves, 

* jellies and the Lord knows what all, while the desert was somethi 
marvelous by way of a huge gob of chiffon cake, drowned in some kir. 
of a delectable sauce, savoring of sweets, nut meg and 
peaches, the latter apparantly tossed in just to fill up 
the expansive bowlsm 

The fare sustained me. for the tiresome pilgrims I 
found awaiting me on my return. 

\o J i ii*u. ’bib:>91'V. aAa \o aiaw-v* a o sty freoo 

J. H. took Dr. Rand, Cordon Randolph and one or two other 
men to look over the plantation pecanes somewhere on the 
back of the plantation, and I descended at the front gate. 

Celeste remained at the camp, and so I imagine everyone did 
about as he pleased. 

. 11 • 

If I can^find the letter from the Hughes of Little Rock, 

I shall enclose it. You will like the message it contains 
from Caroline. As I. haven t heard from her in the Lord 
knows when, I find it pretty funny that she should say I was 
the one who owed her a-letter and not the other way around, 
although. I must say she was perfectly right when she dded that 
I ought w to khow her better than to count letters with 
her, —eAe might have said from her, since there would be 
none to count. t- 
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If you heard today's discussion of "Alice Through the 
Looking Glass", you were probably as exhilerated as I by 
'the enthusiasm of the enthusasim of the participants around 
the table, I was wonderfully impressed by the fact that I 
could work up so much delight at the obvious pleasure this 
book affords others while at the s ame time, the speakers 
succeeded not at all in selling me the Carroll opus, 

I was interested in the fact that, as they pointed out, 
the story was baased on the chess board with the various 
characters being represented by the various chessmen used in 
playing the game and that Alice herself made her progression acro 3 
the. .squares until by arriving at the far end of the board, she, 
herself, became a Queen, 

L i • S . . t O , , 1 

If I remember correctly, the book was written i7i the 
1860's or 1870's, ostensibly for the entertainment of a reali 
little girl, I have no ,idea if English children in the 
1560*3 were familiar with chess, As for myself, I knew mighty lit 
about the game until I was at least ten years older than Alice was 
w\en the book was stirred up for her delectation, I don't 
know if ,some knowledge of the rudiments of chess ts necessary for 
one to comprehend the drift of the tale, but if so, that may be 
one reason why I failed to re-act with enthusiasm, since I 
had no notion of the frame work on which the thing was built, 

•it t w. ;; -..o - si'i ,'joi •:*. s c V 

I noticed, too, with what enthusiasm Helen Uclnness spoke 
of the Teniel illustrations •. To me they rank along side 
the illustrations used in some of the early Dickens novels from 
the pen of Cruikshank, They firghtened me as a child and 
to this day they continue to afford me no pleasure. Today's broad 
cast was a shining example of the splendid artistry of Dr, 

Bryson and company for any group of actore who can fascinate 
an audience, completely indifferent to the piece being played out 
is truly remarkable, t 

, .! - I . S ^ . 0 0 • ^ 0 l - j • i. i . SO 

I notice they are going, to give Caisar's Commentaries a 
going over next Sunday, I hope I may hear that session. 

When in my early scholastic career, I took it into my head 
to make a round of several of. the camps Caesar described in some 
details in his Commentaries, The one I liked best was situated at 
Melunwhich, for me, had the particular advantage of being 
but a few miles from Vaux-le^Vicoute and Vaux Parslin and only a 
few miles to the Uorth of Fontainebleau, Certainly I never had 
the siightest interest in gybody' s military tactics and perhaps 
I liked visiting the sites of Caesar's camps <primarily because so i 
centuries of interesting things had revolved about their neighborhi 
Perhaps I had already read the Fitzgerald rendition of Omar Khyam 
and was taring over in my mind that line : "I sometime think 
that never blows so red, the rose was where someCaesar bled,,,," 
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I have no doubt the original letter from Rock Hall 
came to your true hand, but I enclose the duplicate received 
today, just to make sure that the Mr," didn t get the 
envelope into the wrong box, 

IV % 3 B • ■■ te ^ it■ " n Od ' < 

4nd above all, I find myself hoping that you didn't 
exhaust yourself, flying up and down 42nd Street, for the 
plates themselves will not be shipped before this week, and I have 
been waiting for the African House plates, recently re-ordered, for 
the past three weeks. Perhaps, dL though shipped weeks apart, 
both items will arrive at the same time, 

bb bob'-. A- :■ 1 alitvui a HOT •„ ®A4 Hi OHO -nil 

Andy came to see me this evening. He said Orellia had gone 
to visit her auntie who lives somewhere in the environs of Monroe, . 
a couple of weeks back. This was the first time she had ever been 
away from the K Cane A iver country and on Saturday he had received 
a letter from her, saying she was going to surprise them. The 
, surprise came on Sunday morning before sun,up when she arrived with 

a truck, swept out the house, pushed Bessie and the two children 
into the cab with the driver, and headed off for Monroe, —and 
for qblivion, I fear, so far, as ever dwelling in this region 
again, The girl has always interested me because of the 
transparency of her personality or rather her motives. Her 
courage and strong will has carried her ^family over so many 
difficult shoals that.it is but natural she should have 
swept everything before her when finally she decided it 
was time for Bessie and the children to depart from 
the only place they have ever known as home, —and what 
a shamble8 that has always been, , 

, \o vjlttsiq I -.v... 

They left Andy his little bed, one straight back chair, one 
pot in which he could make coffee and an old stove. It 
would have been a pitiful situation for Andy had not his father and 
brother and sister been living just below the spilway, and I 
believe he is going to stay with them, 

. ■ 

The simplicity of his mind is somewhat like Aurellias, for 
1 SL when some one asked him why he, too, didn t go to Monroe with 

~ his sisters * he said that he wanted to stay here because whenever 
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at the close of day, after picking cotton orw orking in the field, 
he could pass bye Yucca and could talk things over a little and 
that usually he got a little glass of wine to make things look 
alright before he went on to his supper , J, H, is always 
very kind to all of them, and when Aurellia flet, he told Andy, 
he had seen her and had told her that whenever 3he decided she wante 
to come back home, he would send a truck to haul her things, 

J, H, is always like that but especially so with those whom 
he feels aren t going to be too happy "away from home", 

1 TJ. >Vi. i...' {• hi; V - o .... ..it ■ i 

The cool breezes today kept the thermometer from going above 
the mid 80's, and I felt full of vim and vigor to undertake 
a dozen different things,, after getting through with early pilgrims 
By appointment 50 children from the Convent, I suppose, in Hatchi toe 
came at 9:30 under the wing of Sister Johanna and three or four 
mothers of the 7th and 8th graders, I had made out 
slips in duplicate from 1 to 50, providing each child with a slip 
when they arrived, They had been or were just starting studying 
about the Parish and I was glad to see Sister ohanna again, for 
she is a gay number, I divided the group into two parts, 
leaving one group in the front garden while I shepherded 25 of 
them as far as the back gallery of Yucca where I left them 
until I had done a like tour with the other 25, 

. 

When we were all together again , I asked Sister Johanna 
to draw a slip from a vase in which I had put the duplicate 
numbers . The children loved all that business and when Ho, 22 
was announced, a youth of 14 or 15 announced that it was his number, 
whereupon he was presented with a plate of the Cane River Country, 
which he left upopened, as proud as a peackck, Oddly enough 
the winner was Eric Cloutier, son of Mr, and 'Mrs, Cuy Cloutier, 
a nephew of Beth and Vernon, and grandson of the lady who lives 
at Oaklawn, —the new name of the plantation which appears as 
Chshmere on the plate he won, 

- 40 ®,*-, 'US, v . i qswc 

A great many people in Natchitoches, Protestant os 
well- as^ Catholic, send their children to the Convent where 
the instruction, bath in scholastic and manners, rates high, 
and I suppose plenty of religious stuff gets spilled out, too. 

The children were on their best behavior and on leaving one 
,or two of them said they wished they could come back 
and study some more history, —and try for o lucky number, too, 
it was all so much fun, 

, 

At supper J, U, did much talking about yesterday's frolic 
under the cedar and said he found the desert the best of all, which 
sounds odd enough sijice the Madam always was priding herself 
that her children never liked sweets « The lady doctor was 
to receive a civic award over the air this evening, but I was busy w 
people and so missed it, which I regret. And so things turn, 
and 30 I must fold,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 


Tuesday, September 22nd, 19 53. 

vw'or v S • ' ■ 0 : ,\ 
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How nice to find your letter and the Vhitney-Vailes transcript 
in today's post, 

. s £ . i n jSt4C ' T; i i‘ , So '...OS'' i.olt- ’ 94O A &£ i 

■ I am so glad to have this copy which I am putting with 

the manuscript, and, in response to your inquiry, may I 
recommend that you keep the papers from which the manuscript 
was made for "us-es" file. It is such a comfort to know 
they are in such capable hands and unless I mention the return 
of aiything, always .feel free to dispose of them in any way that 
suits your own good judgement, 

And may I thank you for having attached the card regarding 
the appearance of Mr, Kane's latest opus, I may have mentioned 
I heard him on the air.on Friday night from Brenon’s restau¬ 
rant in New Orleans, He spoke of his 11 week trip in 
visiting 11 European countries, which surely more than 
qualifies him as an expert henceforth on all of them, 

"Saint Peter's in 20 minutes, Rome in half an hour", 

. ' : . • , . . lit .■ • ** • 

. And may I thank you for giving me 3uch a fine glimpse of 

, the Martin Luther business• I am all in favor of biograp -ical 
items of tf^is nature and from what you have to say a bout it, 

I think it must rank among the. better ones in that category, 

Or.a and her son, Richard, passed by to see me this 
afternoon, bringing the red panel -which had hemmed for 
the East wall of theAfrican House where stands the desk 
above which hang the plates. The red sets the thing off 
to advantage, % '■ ' 

• «■ . C v» ejo.’v si T <S -vi ' S'. '\S‘i " 42 0 $ J.W-SC J i 

She had this to tell me out .of which you will get as 
big a kick as did I, It seems that yesterday afternoon, 
along about 2 o 'clock, various members of the Parent-Teacher 
association were called in to t ansact some •business at the 
school where Ora's children go. Immediately following the 
formal session, the Mother Superior who presides over the 
institution explained to the assembled parents that the ' 

childreii were in a ferment of delight because they had 
spent the morning at Melrose- where apparantly they had 
generated more interest in Natchitoches hie.tory than any of 
them had ever manifested before. Ora *3aid she believid every 
t one present wa& acquainted with-me. and so nobody interrupted 

to correct the Mother Superior, but amused glances were 
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Wednesday, September 23rd, 19 53. 


eXC hanged when the speaker pointed out that "Antoine had 
quickened all the children's interest by passing out numbered 
slips and, at the end of the tour, had presented the 
holder of the lucky number with a pictorial plate of 
the whole region which he, Antoine, had designed" , 

Of the enclosures, the cards aren't much, and keeping up 
with Ifary Daggett Lake is always a bit of a chore, I 3end 
Mis 3 Kate's along because from the amount of stuff she puts 
on it, you can readily see how much up a tree the untutored 
secretaries have to ponder, and it cites another instai ces of 
the occasional letter going astray since I always drop her 
a line on Sundays, 4a for the C B S Radio letter, it is 
of course vastly satisfying to know that Columbia has been 
won over, after all these years, «. 

. 

The CBS letter of the 17th came today, indicating 
that as was the case with yours, posted on the 16th, it 
must have dwaddled along the way. Perhaps it went to 
Welcome before reaching here, 

j. ■ $ 

Taling Book Topics arrived today and contains a few 
, items, but only a few, which appeal much to me. The biogrphy 
„o/ Mrs, Lincoln, styled the domestic life or some such, 3eems to 
be the first sympathetic full length portrait of that lady, 

I was pleased to see that it is read by your friend, A, Scourby, 
"Dear Dorothy Dix" is also listed as a recent release, I 
3 hall get around to read that eventually, too but it is not 
at the top of my list. 

Little King came to see me, this morning. He said he 
had decided to re-enlist for 6 years and ts planntng to leave 
tomorrow, He will re-join the Army by enlisting at Camp 
polk which, as you know, is about 40 or 50 miles westward 
from here, over the hills beyond Gorham, —a God foresaken country 
it seems to me but perhaps the better in view of the purpose 
camps are designed, advantage for Little King is the 

fact that with his new car, acquired following the wreck, he 
can spend his week ends in this area so long as he remains 
at Polk, 

i . ; . • 

He said he had come to 3ee me because he wanted one or 
two of his old acquaintances to come to dinner on his 
last night at home and that Zelma was cooking up something 
he thought 1 would like, I was delighted to accept his in¬ 
vitation, of course, and shall touch on a couple of details 
on the morrow. Even, as you, so are we beginning to feel 
autumn in the air, —58 last night, - and I so like the summer, too, 
.. . . rae.: tv 
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Memorandum : 

t - ■' ‘ , 

How nice to find your letter of Friday in today s 
post, and may I thank you, too, for having sant me 
the notation regarding Nina's letter, 

I am glad the sketch reached you alright and 
that you like the Joyous,Coast design, I certainly 
hope you haven't rushed about too exhaustingly in 
quest of the photographer. Whenever I thiiik of all the 
prolonged period you have been through with Southerners 
from way down-oluttering up your routine, —and smashing 
, it, I feel shame-faced enough at the thought of 

contributing further to upseting the usual pattern of 
your days, 

\ A > «.•: c-oo ■ v> ■' t '• \ i ,or . 

t I must inquire of J, H, as to how his mail is 
running these days. Obviously there must be something out 
of joint with the air services that take from Friday 
until Wednesday to get a letter from there to here 
It is good . to know that the Monday memo from here reached 
you in five days by regular poney express. That is what 
makes it seem so odd that it takes a day longer for 
deliveries sent by jet. The slow up in delivery is 
caused by carelessness in this area, I imagine, with 
Welcome and Melville coming to find whenever delays are 
especially noticeable, 

; 7-1» ’• k'. •' 'T .'TO Lx* 

t A letter from Briarwood,,,,,poor Caroline•••,1 
ought to be feeling sorry for her but it seems to take 
quite a lot of priming of the heart pump to get a 

prickle started .and I am frankly ashamed of myself. 

As a sample of my meanness of soul, I find myself saying that 
people suffering from writer's cramp can usually somehow find 
time to write when they want something, What Caroline 
wants is to see the Kleisers whom she must have heard were 
planning to come to Melrose in September, As you 
know, the Kleisers dwell on the Leutcher-Stark estate and 
the Kleisers have quite a bit of influence with the 
Leutcher-Starks in matters of iris painting and so on. 
Although Caroline can't understand why the Keleisers have 
never gone to Briarwood may quite possible be do to the 
fact that they are always as busy as bees at their painting 
when in this area, but Kleiser industry would never be 
comprehensible at Briarwood, I shall of course give 
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mentioned in her presence, she invariably explains : 

ctiyone wants the Melrose Plantation plate in his 
house, it's his business but as for me, I simply 
couldn't think of having any plate or picture under my roof 
that included the likeness of a colored person in it. 

And so the Park Commission wanted me to hang jalouses 
on Oakley and Miss Sally would have me eliinate all people 
of color from the compositions, therebye proving again what hi 
so often been pointed out before, - if one begins whittling d< 
his contrivances to suit the whims of every passer-bye, he 
will end up' by whittling the thing into utter oblivion, 

" ci . \ i. ;>ju •>!'.» t W si;.' ,rr. 

Before folding up my beard tonight, I am bound to 
pass.along the Hertxog stand «n the Melrose Plantation plate 
to Bora, Somehow I have a feeling it ought to fit in 
ever so neatly with Bora's collection that includes the 
MeridAastt*s%,of cool air seems to be "hoovering around 
somewhere but not in this immediate vicinity, but 
within a sufficient number of hundreds of miles to convulse 
the radio. Thus I got but a garbled news report that 
seemed to come from Meridian, Mississippi, although I 
a might uncertain about the whole thing. The thing that 
made the news, however, was the faot that some white person 
was arrest and let out on five hundred dollar bailr while a 
person of color was taken in as a witness and hel(Lin Jail, ^ 
But, marvelous to relate, some local citianes fowK, this 
to be outrageous and took up a collection forthwith, so 
that the witness might at least have the freedom the culprit 
was enjoying, I couldn't make out if those who took up the 
collection were colored or white, but one can deduce 
easily enough, correctly or incorrectly, 

: ': l; - i ,; j 

And in pursuance of things Meridian, Ora told me the oth< 
day that her servant, — a descendant of Qrandpere, 
mentioned as a matter of course that when people of color, —< 
,the Met oyer s are of very light hue, —when the youths of 
that race are driving home to Louisiana by car and find Missit 
stretching across their path, they have long since learned thi 
it is well to fill up their gas tank before crossing 
the Mississippi State line, for usually they find the 
gas stations will not sell their commodity to k people of 
color, It seems such a pity that poor Miss Sally has 
to live in such a cultural exile as is provided by Louisiana 
when she would feel so much more at home if she could only 
have for neighbors such residents as those who dwell in Merid\ 
of ackson. 

And just to think one has to be born in the South 
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Memorandum 

Mow nice to find your Monday letter in today s post, 
cjr, v>.. i ;tuo - ••v.icov'tb usiil :i-j r.u j j hi kom'ouuI 

The peace I had hoped might be yours didn't seem to marteria 
ise but I find myself holding the s ame wave length for 
the next ensuing couple of days • At least it is good to 
know that those in more or less frantic pursuit of education,— 
o4 is it a game, • have reached their appointed places, and 
may they continue to "stay put" for ever so many weeks hence, 

I think it was so nice having the surprise from the youth 
and the orchid in silver filigree will be doubly appreciated 
in view of its source, 

w ; <:i . u -* •' 

I can well imagine how you may have begrudged the time 
taken away from la Roundtree in order to observe new fangled 
sofa beds and T 7 sets, I guess it is well the newly weds have 
the T V contraption, for the view from their bedroom window 
certainly holds nothing in the line of enchantment by way 
of a view. 

Today’s sky was leaden gray, the color one expects to 
encounter in late November when the rainy season gets under way. 
But in spite of the coverage, the thermometer remained in 
the upper 90's, The promise is for rain on Saturday, I hope, 
for that will mean cooler weather and last night's low of-7 6 
made sleeping but fitful, 

I t can t remember why my morning was so busy but 
I didn't get around to tear my house to pieces for a thorough 
going over until It 30 in the afternoon, I never have dis¬ 
covered when a safe hour might be hit upon that would 
„give some hope of enabling one to crawl out from under 
the futniture before pilgrims appear. 

In the midst of my domestic confusion, two gentlemen 
knocked at my door, I glanced in that direction and in a 
, somewhat stentorian tone, indicated my laok of enthusiasm 
by repeating, "ffo,,,,no,,,,,no^,,,,l" 

- j\'„na a ao*t\ bsi>« soasb s', i.’ & ts. T o~. v. •• «o 

But when they announced themselves as Jeamard and Fletcher, 
one presenting wi me with a bottle of sherry, the other a 

*,t i3. ,- -Vsi ytbuoU luo'i 30 £ A ot yqc.oA os w* i 

sd s'tiio • 
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huge package of cheese, I bid them leap the impedimenta 
and collapse in the living room. I think you have 
seen a recent letter from Lionel Jeanmard who is a 
nice person. Dr. Joel Fletcher ySu will recall is 
President of Southwestern at Lafayette. 

Dr. Fletcher had remarked within the Jeanmard hearing 
the other day that he would like to make a quick round up 
this way and so they cooked up the jaunt over night p with 
a view to visiting momentarily at Briarwood, stopping for 
luncheon in town and then dropping down here to see me. 

Dr. Fletcher wanted to make an appointment for a 
conference in October as he has some educational ideas which 
he wants to discuss with somebody and I seemed to be the 
only one he could think of. at the moment. We accordingly 
arranged for a meeting later by four weeks or thereabouts, 
and I shall be glad to hear what new wrinkles are being 
mulled over by the educators. 

?,Vi" ■ -VV> 11 o ! ■ - • OT, 

Dr. Fletcher said .they got a strange reception at 
Briarwood which they reached at noon. They pounded on 
the front door and on the windows but got no response. 

With la Storm probably having pulled out yesterday, perhaps 
Carolyn thought the bill collectors might be upon her and 
didn't relish cashing any check she may have received. 

Whatever the reason for their failure to get a response, 
the fact remains that the finally tried the back door which 
opened readily enough enabling them to place inside the house 
the package of food stuffs they had brought the gals. They 
were somewhat taken aback when they discovered Caroline peeping 
at them through a chink in the wall, and when they saw 
her, she apparantly then recognised them, and came out. 

"Ole" v irginie was asleep and so they did not chat with 
her although they passed the open door in the house wher she 
was reposing. Perhaps Caroline was getting caught up on 
her sleep, following her entertaining of the Storm contingent. 
Dr. Fletcher told me he understood the Leutcher-Starks had recen 
advanced a thousand dollars against prospective iris painting, 
so the gals must be momentarily in the money. 
i\ enu'v tt .-.o' ' ?*\ 

I thought of my old dog when the radio mentioned a cur 
today, but it turned out the spoken workd probably referred not 
to a cur but a Kerr, reportedly engaged to Senator McCarthy. 

What a heritage for the offspring of such a union. Can't 
you picture .a f noi.sey .collage youth proclaiming that 
on his mother s side he descended from a cur and on his 
father's from an 3. 0. B." 

, »ii*i .. r ' y S3 . •> 0 • >*U V.'. 

I'm so happy to have your Monday letter to make 
my week end the happier. Here's hoping yours may be 
an all quit* one.... 


s . i:v \o Ko-i&e :■ ■ ■ v e \scboa v. uo •. v 
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The day was cloudless and the warmth was tempered by a 
alight breeze under the big cedar when J. H., Celeste and I 
went over to the camp to dine on goat with the Rands and their 
other guests, -t was a fairly small party and altogether 
pleasant. And to goat didn t taste like goat, which was excellent 
that reason. I need hot remind you of the type of diimer the 
Rands are want to serve, and it was all that. The substitute 
for plates were .sectional trays and I ate two sections of a 
delicious shrimp salade and one section of avaoado salade, 

. not to mention fresh biscuits and fresh toast, both smoothered 
in pemento cheese, run through the oven. Melsn started off 
the business and there were endless side dishes, preserves, 

* jellies and the Lord knows what all, while the desert was somethi 
marvelous by way of a huge gob of chiffon cake, drowned in some kir. 
of a delectable sauce, savoring of sweets, nut meg and 
peaches, the latter apparantly tossed in just to fill up 
the expansive bowlsm 

The fare sustained me. for the tiresome pilgrims I 
found awaiting me on my return. 

\o J i ii*u. ’bib:>91'V. aAa \o aiaw-v* a o sty freoo 

J. H. took Dr. Rand, Cordon Randolph and one or two other 
men to look over the plantation pecanes somewhere on the 
back of the plantation, and I descended at the front gate. 

Celeste remained at the camp, and so I imagine everyone did 
about as he pleased. 

. 11 • 

If I can^find the letter from the Hughes of Little Rock, 

I shall enclose it. You will like the message it contains 
from Caroline. As I. haven t heard from her in the Lord 
knows when, I find it pretty funny that she should say I was 
the one who owed her a-letter and not the other way around, 
although. I must say she was perfectly right when she dded that 
I ought w to khow her better than to count letters with 
her, —eAe might have said from her, since there would be 
none to count. t- 

sj mo it ibuo’v bl. T9 bovi bi..' i i.. *\ -Si 

. r t a.v . ■ or..u I" jaflil b«i» vjrc iu tsuo a;.:. i.o 
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If you heard today's discussion of "Alice Through the 
Looking Glass", you were probably as exhilerated as I by 
'the enthusiasm of the enthusasim of the participants around 
the table, I was wonderfully impressed by the fact that I 
could work up so much delight at the obvious pleasure this 
book affords others while at the s ame time, the speakers 
succeeded not at all in selling me the Carroll opus, 

I was interested in the fact that, as they pointed out, 
the story was baased on the chess board with the various 
characters being represented by the various chessmen used in 
playing the game and that Alice herself made her progression acro 3 
the. .squares until by arriving at the far end of the board, she, 
herself, became a Queen, 

L i • S . . t O , , 1 

If I remember correctly, the book was written i7i the 
1860's or 1870's, ostensibly for the entertainment of a reali 
little girl, I have no ,idea if English children in the 
1560*3 were familiar with chess, As for myself, I knew mighty lit 
about the game until I was at least ten years older than Alice was 
w\en the book was stirred up for her delectation, I don't 
know if ,some knowledge of the rudiments of chess ts necessary for 
one to comprehend the drift of the tale, but if so, that may be 
one reason why I failed to re-act with enthusiasm, since I 
had no notion of the frame work on which the thing was built, 

•it t w. ;; -..o - si'i ,'joi •:*. s c V 

I noticed, too, with what enthusiasm Helen Uclnness spoke 
of the Teniel illustrations •. To me they rank along side 
the illustrations used in some of the early Dickens novels from 
the pen of Cruikshank, They firghtened me as a child and 
to this day they continue to afford me no pleasure. Today's broad 
cast was a shining example of the splendid artistry of Dr, 

Bryson and company for any group of actore who can fascinate 
an audience, completely indifferent to the piece being played out 
is truly remarkable, t 

, .! - I . S ^ . 0 0 • ^ 0 l - j • i. i . SO 

I notice they are going, to give Caisar's Commentaries a 
going over next Sunday, I hope I may hear that session. 

When in my early scholastic career, I took it into my head 
to make a round of several of. the camps Caesar described in some 
details in his Commentaries, The one I liked best was situated at 
Melunwhich, for me, had the particular advantage of being 
but a few miles from Vaux-le^Vicoute and Vaux Parslin and only a 
few miles to the Uorth of Fontainebleau, Certainly I never had 
the siightest interest in gybody' s military tactics and perhaps 
I liked visiting the sites of Caesar's camps <primarily because so i 
centuries of interesting things had revolved about their neighborhi 
Perhaps I had already read the Fitzgerald rendition of Omar Khyam 
and was taring over in my mind that line : "I sometime think 
that never blows so red, the rose was where someCaesar bled,,,," 
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I have no doubt the original letter from Rock Hall 
came to your true hand, but I enclose the duplicate received 
today, just to make sure that the Mr," didn t get the 
envelope into the wrong box, 

IV % 3 B • ■■ te ^ it■ " n Od ' < 

4nd above all, I find myself hoping that you didn't 
exhaust yourself, flying up and down 42nd Street, for the 
plates themselves will not be shipped before this week, and I have 
been waiting for the African House plates, recently re-ordered, for 
the past three weeks. Perhaps, dL though shipped weeks apart, 
both items will arrive at the same time, 

bb bob'-. A- :■ 1 alitvui a HOT •„ ®A4 Hi OHO -nil 

Andy came to see me this evening. He said Orellia had gone 
to visit her auntie who lives somewhere in the environs of Monroe, . 
a couple of weeks back. This was the first time she had ever been 
away from the K Cane A iver country and on Saturday he had received 
a letter from her, saying she was going to surprise them. The 
, surprise came on Sunday morning before sun,up when she arrived with 

a truck, swept out the house, pushed Bessie and the two children 
into the cab with the driver, and headed off for Monroe, —and 
for qblivion, I fear, so far, as ever dwelling in this region 
again, The girl has always interested me because of the 
transparency of her personality or rather her motives. Her 
courage and strong will has carried her ^family over so many 
difficult shoals that.it is but natural she should have 
swept everything before her when finally she decided it 
was time for Bessie and the children to depart from 
the only place they have ever known as home, —and what 
a shamble8 that has always been, , 

, \o vjlttsiq I -.v... 

They left Andy his little bed, one straight back chair, one 
pot in which he could make coffee and an old stove. It 
would have been a pitiful situation for Andy had not his father and 
brother and sister been living just below the spilway, and I 
believe he is going to stay with them, 

. ■ 

The simplicity of his mind is somewhat like Aurellias, for 
1 SL when some one asked him why he, too, didn t go to Monroe with 

~ his sisters * he said that he wanted to stay here because whenever 
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at the close of day, after picking cotton orw orking in the field, 
he could pass bye Yucca and could talk things over a little and 
that usually he got a little glass of wine to make things look 
alright before he went on to his supper , J, H, is always 
very kind to all of them, and when Aurellia flet, he told Andy, 
he had seen her and had told her that whenever 3he decided she wante 
to come back home, he would send a truck to haul her things, 

J, H, is always like that but especially so with those whom 
he feels aren t going to be too happy "away from home", 

1 TJ. >Vi. i...' {• hi; V - o .... ..it ■ i 

The cool breezes today kept the thermometer from going above 
the mid 80's, and I felt full of vim and vigor to undertake 
a dozen different things,, after getting through with early pilgrims 
By appointment 50 children from the Convent, I suppose, in Hatchi toe 
came at 9:30 under the wing of Sister Johanna and three or four 
mothers of the 7th and 8th graders, I had made out 
slips in duplicate from 1 to 50, providing each child with a slip 
when they arrived, They had been or were just starting studying 
about the Parish and I was glad to see Sister ohanna again, for 
she is a gay number, I divided the group into two parts, 
leaving one group in the front garden while I shepherded 25 of 
them as far as the back gallery of Yucca where I left them 
until I had done a like tour with the other 25, 

. 

When we were all together again , I asked Sister Johanna 
to draw a slip from a vase in which I had put the duplicate 
numbers . The children loved all that business and when Ho, 22 
was announced, a youth of 14 or 15 announced that it was his number, 
whereupon he was presented with a plate of the Cane River Country, 
which he left upopened, as proud as a peackck, Oddly enough 
the winner was Eric Cloutier, son of Mr, and 'Mrs, Cuy Cloutier, 
a nephew of Beth and Vernon, and grandson of the lady who lives 
at Oaklawn, —the new name of the plantation which appears as 
Chshmere on the plate he won, 

- 40 ®,*-, 'US, v . i qswc 

A great many people in Natchitoches, Protestant os 
well- as^ Catholic, send their children to the Convent where 
the instruction, bath in scholastic and manners, rates high, 
and I suppose plenty of religious stuff gets spilled out, too. 

The children were on their best behavior and on leaving one 
,or two of them said they wished they could come back 
and study some more history, —and try for o lucky number, too, 
it was all so much fun, 

, 

At supper J, U, did much talking about yesterday's frolic 
under the cedar and said he found the desert the best of all, which 
sounds odd enough sijice the Madam always was priding herself 
that her children never liked sweets « The lady doctor was 
to receive a civic award over the air this evening, but I was busy w 
people and so missed it, which I regret. And so things turn, 
and 30 I must fold,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 


Tuesday, September 22nd, 19 53. 

vw'or v S • ' ■ 0 : ,\ 

. - , t • CO i 

iiloui hi-:. '0 tsbXOi- 


How nice to find your letter and the Vhitney-Vailes transcript 
in today's post, 

. s £ . i n jSt4C ' T; i i‘ , So '...OS'' i.olt- ’ 94O A &£ i 

■ I am so glad to have this copy which I am putting with 

the manuscript, and, in response to your inquiry, may I 
recommend that you keep the papers from which the manuscript 
was made for "us-es" file. It is such a comfort to know 
they are in such capable hands and unless I mention the return 
of aiything, always .feel free to dispose of them in any way that 
suits your own good judgement, 

And may I thank you for having attached the card regarding 
the appearance of Mr, Kane's latest opus, I may have mentioned 
I heard him on the air.on Friday night from Brenon’s restau¬ 
rant in New Orleans, He spoke of his 11 week trip in 
visiting 11 European countries, which surely more than 
qualifies him as an expert henceforth on all of them, 

"Saint Peter's in 20 minutes, Rome in half an hour", 

. ' : . • , . . lit .■ • ** • 

. And may I thank you for giving me 3uch a fine glimpse of 

, the Martin Luther business• I am all in favor of biograp -ical 
items of tf^is nature and from what you have to say a bout it, 

I think it must rank among the. better ones in that category, 

Or.a and her son, Richard, passed by to see me this 
afternoon, bringing the red panel -which had hemmed for 
the East wall of theAfrican House where stands the desk 
above which hang the plates. The red sets the thing off 
to advantage, % '■ ' 

• «■ . C v» ejo.’v si T <S -vi ' S'. '\S‘i " 42 0$ J.W-SC J i 

She had this to tell me out .of which you will get as 
big a kick as did I, It seems that yesterday afternoon, 
along about 2 o 'clock, various members of the Parent-Teacher 
association were called in to t ansact some •business at the 
school where Ora's children go. Immediately following the 
formal session, the Mother Superior who presides over the 
institution explained to the assembled parents that the ' 

childreii were in a ferment of delight because they had 
spent the morning at Melrose- where apparantly they had 
generated more interest in Natchitoches hie.tory than any of 
them had ever manifested before. Ora *3aid she believid every 
t one present wa& acquainted with-me. and so nobody interrupted 

to correct the Mother Superior, but amused glances were 
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Wednesday, September 23rd, 19 53. 


eXC hanged when the speaker pointed out that "Antoine had 
quickened all the children's interest by passing out numbered 
slips and, at the end of the tour, had presented the 
holder of the lucky number with a pictorial plate of 
the whole region which he, Antoine, had designed" , 

Of the enclosures, the cards aren't much, and keeping up 
with Ifary Daggett Lake is always a bit of a chore, I 3end 
Mis 3 Kate's along because from the amount of stuff she puts 
on it, you can readily see how much up a tree the untutored 
secretaries have to ponder, and it cites another instai ces of 
the occasional letter going astray since I always drop her 
a line on Sundays, 4a for the C B S Radio letter, it is 
of course vastly satisfying to know that Columbia has been 
won over, after all these years, «. 

. 

The CBS letter of the 17th came today, indicating 
that as was the case with yours, posted on the 16th, it 
must have dwaddled along the way. Perhaps it went to 
Welcome before reaching here, 

j. ■ $ 

Taling Book Topics arrived today and contains a few 
, items, but only a few, which appeal much to me. The biogrphy 
„o/ Mrs, Lincoln, styled the domestic life or some such, 3eems to 
be the first sympathetic full length portrait of that lady, 

I was pleased to see that it is read by your friend, A, Scourby, 
"Dear Dorothy Dix" is also listed as a recent release, I 
3 hall get around to read that eventually, too but it is not 
at the top of my list. 

Little King came to see me, this morning. He said he 
had decided to re-enlist for 6 years and ts planntng to leave 
tomorrow, He will re-join the Army by enlisting at Camp 
polk which, as you know, is about 40 or 50 miles westward 
from here, over the hills beyond Gorham, —a God foresaken country 
it seems to me but perhaps the better in view of the purpose 
camps are designed, advantage for Little King is the 

fact that with his new car, acquired following the wreck, he 
can spend his week ends in this area so long as he remains 
at Polk, 

i . ; . • 

He said he had come to 3ee me because he wanted one or 
two of his old acquaintances to come to dinner on his 
last night at home and that Zelma was cooking up something 
he thought 1 would like, I was delighted to accept his in¬ 
vitation, of course, and shall touch on a couple of details 
on the morrow. Even, as you, so are we beginning to feel 
autumn in the air, —58 last night, - and I so like the summer, too, 
.. . . rae.: tv 
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Memorandum : 

t - ■' ‘ , 

How nice to find your letter of Friday in today s 
post, and may I thank you, too, for having sant me 
the notation regarding Nina's letter, 

I am glad the sketch reached you alright and 
that you like the Joyous,Coast design, I certainly 
hope you haven't rushed about too exhaustingly in 
quest of the photographer. Whenever I thiiik of all the 
prolonged period you have been through with Southerners 
from way down-oluttering up your routine, —and smashing 
, it, I feel shame-faced enough at the thought of 

contributing further to upseting the usual pattern of 
your days, 

\ A > «.•: c-oo ■ v> ■' t '• \ i ,or . 

t I must inquire of J, H, as to how his mail is 
running these days. Obviously there must be something out 
of joint with the air services that take from Friday 
until Wednesday to get a letter from there to here 
It is good . to know that the Monday memo from here reached 
you in five days by regular poney express. That is what 
makes it seem so odd that it takes a day longer for 
deliveries sent by jet. The slow up in delivery is 
caused by carelessness in this area, I imagine, with 
Welcome and Melville coming to find whenever delays are 
especially noticeable, 

; 7-1» ’• k'. •' 'T .'TO Lx* 

t A letter from Briarwood,,,,,poor Caroline•••,1 
ought to be feeling sorry for her but it seems to take 
quite a lot of priming of the heart pump to get a 

prickle started .and I am frankly ashamed of myself. 

As a sample of my meanness of soul, I find myself saying that 
people suffering from writer's cramp can usually somehow find 
time to write when they want something, What Caroline 
wants is to see the Kleisers whom she must have heard were 
planning to come to Melrose in September, As you 
know, the Kleisers dwell on the Leutcher-Stark estate and 
the Kleisers have quite a bit of influence with the 
Leutcher-Starks in matters of iris painting and so on. 
Although Caroline can't understand why the Keleisers have 
never gone to Briarwood may quite possible be do to the 
fact that they are always as busy as bees at their painting 
when in this area, but Kleiser industry would never be 
comprehensible at Briarwood, I shall of course give 
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them, her message and shall urge them to try to find their 
way up there. They have seen her more frequently than I 
have in recent years, I think, for they have mentioned her 
as being at the Leutcher-Starks now and then * Briarwood, to 
my way.of thinking is a rural paradise for the woodsey botani 
but 3 ince neither of the Kleisers are in the latter 
category, I can well imagine why they have never taken time 
out from their Cane River painting to g high their hips 
.into what Dr. Benjamin Chase described as The Wilderness. 
•.,**•£* 30-J i oil. no-; 8^oi‘ 

A 3 for.the balance of Caroline's letter, what she touche 
on is scarcely more interesting than what she side-stepped 
or forgot to mention, —the visit of la Storm, the 
unacknowledged Christmas gift and so on. 

Because of so much trivia included in yesterday's 
memo, I put off a brief account of the going-away party 
for Little King. It was at Puny's, hard by the 
Rand Camp, and the full moon made a lovely world out of 
the cotton fields as I journeyed in that direction, toot¬ 
ing a couple of bottles of wine and an angel food cake which 
Ora had brought me in the afternoon. For clarity's 
sake, it occurs to me I might say the wine was not 
of a Williams vintage. 

. 

It had been too long since I had been to a party for 
I discovered the pleasure of surprise I again exper¬ 
ienced at bumping into local customs, as for example, 
all the gentlemen congregating in one room, the ladies 
in another. It was a small party, including Little 
King, Puny, the Ddrk Duke, Pierre, Ezra, Lee, Clyde 
Claude Emmett Davis, Kirt Hachette, little Willie Hachette 
Fugabou and three .or.four others. A couple of rounds 
of drinks, served by Little King, made the rounds, with 
much chatter and laughter accompanying same. After that 
. we passed through three rooms to the back of the house 
where in the kitchen the ladies, including Zelma, Esra s 
wife, Little King's wife and so on presided over the 
plates which had already been fortified with vegetables, 
fried chicken, potato salade, etc., awaited the 
on-coming gentlemen, who, taking up their plates, 
amid pleasentries with the ladies, marched back 
to the place of origin where all the gentlemen ate 
with gusto and merriment. It was.#11 very pleasant and 
I think Little King departed today with happy memories 
of his last evening at home...... 


T»'< 


Thursday, September 24th, 19 53. 
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Memorandum j a . ' 

0 < ; ;; <! ?. i , •. iu 0 0 2 V.' ' . flOliOK - So.-'^iVS- 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's post. 

By good fortune, a secretary passed this way this noon, giving 
me an opportunity to run through it at 12iZ0. It is among 
the nicer letters I know ,and naturally when cm other secretary came 
at .5:25, I .enjoyed it all over t a gain. How may I begin to say 
how much I appreciate every word. 

i . i ^ ’ - • (• 

. It is so pleasant thinking of you established in the boudoir 

wit\the new "outfit". Surely that was a wonderful present and 
one which you are going to enjoy endlessly I am so happy 
both for yourself and for me., for, I think you will agree, 
that there are few pleasures quite so exquisite as having some 
notion of the surroundings in which one quite close in spirit finds 
him or herself, with the realisation thai there is this or that 
object close to hand which is going to afford endless pleasure. 
Somehow all during the long hot summer, for instance, I have 
a feeling that your evenings, too, were a bit more happy 
in the realisation that .sitting along side Lestan was the 
ice bucket that guaranteed refreshment in the Tender Leaf depart¬ 
ment when the Reading Machine got turnd on and wave thoughts 
could travel unrestrained. Somehow I feel like that about the 
new machine and may its delights even exceed our expectations. 

K'm glad you liked the voice of your name sake. I 
thought it had a clarity that might please you and the fact 
that some of the- songs were sung in a tongue familiar to you might 
add a certain flavor. 

8880 ' :'B lil 88P.i 881 s’ i .vTO 0 . 8 8 i.«1 4 IP 8'- 810 C* VJ 0 4 l 8T 

And may I thank you for telling me your impressions of the 
new Joyous Coast design. I am so glad you like it and I thank 
you sincerely for having /acquainted me with the somewhat odd 
spelling of Lestan. It seems mighty curious that I should not 
have caught the error and yet, knowing cls we both do, on f 
, what uncertain lights we sometimes operate, I suppose it isn t 
. surprising that a greater measure of perfection is attained. 

I asked three people to check the script with me, —the clerk, 
Celeste /and the least inefficient secretary., Helen. I 
had each word spelled out three times through this medium, and 
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each numeral repeated, —and yet..... But thanks to your 
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intelligencei I an acquainted with the exact situation, 
and that is of tremendous help, for I shall take particular 
pains to 3 ee that the spelling in Lestan's name whenever used 
in publicity blurbs, will be correct, It is quite possible 
that the error may not be noticed by the average purchaser 
of the plate, and since the Prudhommes will be the majority of 
these investors and because nonm of them probably have the 
slightest notion as to how Lestan did spell his name, the thing 
may slide by for them, even as it did for Celeste and all* 

• pBWS ffll 

/ d may I think you for tolling me about your bird's eye view 
of the .Crown Prince of Japan and about some of his recent schedule, 
Some time back I had heard, ‘^and ' was delighted, —that when he 
went to Philadelphia, he would visit Mrs. Vining, (How 
wonderful that you should have recalled I read "Windows for 
the Crown Prince •)• ut that was all I heard and so I 
did not lags learned if he had contacted his old teacher, 

How pleasant to know all that has been effected * I had heard 
no mention of the trip the teacher and pupil had made the 
pilgrimage to Hyde . Park, and, as you know, that news was bound to 
delight me* How indebted I am to you for sharing all this with 




y\ 


me, 


r) 4 


o i. oO.*'. 


And may I thank you for having been so thoughtful as to 
send the pages from the Times Magazine Section with your 
suggestion regarding an announcement of pecanes to be inserted, 

I took up the matter with J, H, at supper tonight and he 
thought the idea a splendid one and is writing the Times tonight 
relative to the matter t is so wonderful of you to interest 
yourself in so many things, that perk in so many different places, 

You sk about the use of the pastille burner, That was 
.a phrase used in the 18th century espeically, when one 
referred to incense burners by that name, and this was for 
the drawingroom or my lady's boudoir, 

, * % 

Arenbourg's crepe myrtles bloomed three times in succession 
this year, as Crepe myrtles are want to do if the first and 
second bursts of bl ssoms arg cut off as soon as the flowering 
of each round is completed, One or two persimmons escaped me 
earlier in the summer and they are beginning to take on a lovely 
orange tint, I am letting lots of weeds grow in advantageous 
places to ditcourage trespassers but the * children" are 
given adequate breathing* •space and are thriving mightily, 

■— i ' 

, Mrs, Wood came to paint this afternoon, There were 
California pilgrims and later Blythe and Mary Pringle came for a 
little visit . fipfiopen secretaries, the day was a busy one, but 
thanks to your grand letter, it has been among the happier days,. 
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Friday, September 25th, 1953• 
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Memorandum : 

I suppose those ladies from South Carolina, finally 
established in Hollywood, must be listening to the 
radio to follow the course of the hurricane boiling up 
in a hundred and twenty mile twister tonight, 

, . . . 

The local weather reports last night spoke of °J 

30 miles an hour today, and the march of time proved the 
forecast correct. But the skies remain cloudless and 
the thermometer in the upper 80 8, with a promise of 
the 90's for tomorrow, —without clouds. And so the 
hurricane . if it keeps its present course, will strike shore 
between Mobile and Pensacola and probably push things around 
across Georgia, passing out into the Atlantic, —who knows 
where, - but I hope not just over Moncks Corner, 

It was good to hear E, Rosa* Morrow Wednesday night but 
I missed him last night through no fault of his. On 
his initial performance for an entire 15 minutes on Wednesday, 
it seemed to me he bore down a little more heavily on t e 
Administration than heretofore, especially as regards the 
promises of liberation to the satelite countries when 
obviously nothing has been done and little or nothing can 
be by way of direct aid. How thoroughly I agreed with you 
regarding the excellence of the . Stevenson speech of last 
week. As time jogs along, it seems to become more and 
more evident that Mr. Eisenhower, obviously a man of 
sterling quality, believes in letting the big shots 
determine policy i» economic matters and hesitates to 
put forth direct leadership in matters of foreign concern. 
Whatever the big boys of the Republican Party want to legislate 
for their own benefit, they had better attend to in the 
January session of Congress, for unless things take a right abou 
face > the Congressional elections will most certainly 
go such a way that a Democratic majority will be 
in control, so far as the Legislative branch of the 
Goverhment is concerned, --Perhaps Senator W a yne Morse 
hit off public impressions best when he spoke of the * 

situation was being one of "country club versus the country • 

. 
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Sunday, September 27th, 19 53. 


But before going off the track on the political 
frant, I wanted to remark on the newa concerning the 
mountain going to Mohamet in the case of the great 
hejira to Stamford, I don t know as it ia a bit odd, and 
yet one so often thinks of°the great metropolitan area 
serving to act as a magnet in drawing suburban 
peoples to it every day and thus with the process reversed, 
and people going from the urban axix sufficiently far 
into the country as to cross a State line does sound 
like a different tune I used to know the neighborhood 
quite well both in summer and winter and found its 
environs delicious jn summer and remarkably snowy in winter. 

And just to think that I can remember when, say, Greenwich, Co, 
cticut, was as far out in -the country as 125th Street was 
remote from Hew York in Washington's time. How I suppose 
Greenwich is just another Bronx and will probably have 

a subway running there before we know it, 

■ 

It was good of you to speak of your girl friend, now 
journeying daily in the direction of Stamford, Of course 
I remember her name full well and how indebted I shall 
always be to her for the good offices she filled, at a 
time when she could do so much to facilitate things, 

R, • ... " 1 W. ' - 1 S 

I suppose it was the mention of her mother that 
reminded me of Nadine and filled me with wonder as to what 
has happened to her pattern of life, if she ever married and 3( 
And of course I often think of Egon and hope he is making 
it alright. It seems to me that without half trying, I can 
envision hingesticulating with vehemence when the name 
of the obnoxious Senator from Wisconsin come up for air, 

Egon will always remaih'in m y memory as one of the nicest peop. 
I ever knew and should I bump into him a thousand years hence, 
h a ve a feeling we would readily pick up the thread of conver¬ 
sation without any necessity for filling in any of 
the gap between personal contacts,Both Dora and Ego are 
possessed of cl soundness of heart, I think, that will forever 
make them unique as members of the hufan family. 

On the lighter side of lift, yoi will get a kick out 
of this news: —being nuts about the- clergy, Miss Sally 
learned of father Lyon's enthusiasm for the Cane River item, 
is now angling for a plate. Well, she can angle for a while, 
don't you think so . . 


■}- A \jo . jorAsw 
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Memorandum: 

>1 rusitvo a•' • o h 4 • I ei-isiy 

The joke was on me: — 

I 

On Saturday, thinking it was time for cooler weather, 

I put a wool tack on my bed and today the thermometer soared 
to 100, 

V* 1 ■ ' * . . _ '' j L 

In anticipation of the arrival of the Joyous Coast plates, 

I thought I would do well to, make room for the cartons and 
as the palette of wool was in my way, I figured the simplest 
way to eliminate it was to put it back on the bed, which 
shows what good judgement I used. Well, at least I accomplished 
my original purpose but I might as well confess that my gay 
ice bucket is gracing the tip top table along side my desk, and 
I intend responding to an urge for iced Tender Leaf tonight 
before flattening myself out on the wool mattress, 

Breezes from the outer edge of the hurricane Florence, 1 
suppose, played delightfully among the banana leaves all day 
Saturday but contrary to predictions, there weren t any clouds, 
and when the storm hit . anama City, it must have kept all 
the rains near the center and today not a leaf stirred in 
this Wiljkothe weather so fine, there were lots of people to 
get into the big road and into my hair. This Week end s batch 

turned out to be exceedingly dumb, 

• 

' What with dancing in the streets of New Iberia, I 
had supposed the master might be expected to find himself 
‘ engaged in extra marital matters in the Hill Street neighbor¬ 
hood, but I was wrong, H e , Dan and I had dinner at hi3 
house today, after which they departed for I know not where. 
Along about 4:30 or 5 this afternoon, I was quite unprepared 
for the appearance of Madame de Monte span's daughter on my 
gallery. She ‘said her mama was at the front gate. 

She had brought me a bottle of berry cup wine and asked if 
she might walk in the garden a bit, I told her I would give 
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her a personally contucted tour, adding the lie that 
we couldn't get far from the front gate as I had an 
appointment with pilgrims for 5 o clock. Five minutes later, 
as though to confirm my falsehood, a car halted at the 
front gate. I explained that they were not the people 
with whom I had an appointment but that I wished to get 
rid of these unexpected new-comers and so would hand her 
back to her car, which I did . I certainly want to discourage 
visits from that quarter in view of the potentials in dynamite 
which might explode on days when there isn t atjy dancing m 
the streets of Hew Iberia, and naturally I don t want to 
contribute to any great waltzes getting under way on, say, the 
Melrose cattle gap in front of the residence across the fence. 

• V. 

I hope you heard the Bryson account of Caesar's Commentaries. 
I thought his gaiety with John Mason Brown on the subject of 
Latin was exhilerating. 

t >•* - ' 

Today I have written six letters to various people, handy 
with the camera, asking them about taking a snapshot 
that with the single click of the camera, would sum up much 
of what has happened in the South since 1800 and the days 
of Eli Whitney until now. Having in mind what Michel Ange did 
■with the hand of Cod in the Sistine Chapel mural and what 
one or two Renaissance painters did with the hand of an angel 
in briging tidings to Mary, I have suggested that something 
wonderful could be set forth in a camera study of 
an ebony hand, the fingers of which are about to clasp a 
snowy cotton boll . What do you think about such a study. 

My idea would be that the background should be the vaguest 
sort of leaf and twig pattern, —plain-gray being enlivened 
ever so slightly by the faint suggestion of cotton leaves and 
a couple of twigs. Immediately in the foreground would be 
the hand of a negro, perhaps in vertical position, the fingers 
- open but on the point of closing about the fleecey lint. 

The whole composition should have a velvety feeling, - the 
gray background seemingly velvet in depth and the dark hand and 
the white boll of equally velvety value. I should like an 
enlargement at least a foot square where I could glance at it 
daily, -for I Have a feeling it ought to epitomize the whole 
Southern business in one single shot . I hope 
some one of the people to whom I have written may get a try 
at it during the current cotton season. 

4 * 

The enclosure was an unexpected pleasure, for this is 
the first I had learned that Daisey in the Hell was in the 
big road. Perhaps she will give us a travel letter on 
her return to Dallas. I hope, although she is not strong 
on travel books. We shall eventually see••••••• 


Monday, September 28th, 19 53. 

. t ■:> 1 ' ; ' '■ 


. O, : T j •• •' •' 

Memorandum: 

- ^ 

, Surely it must fill one with a vast sense of 

satisfaction to know one has offered a gift which has 
afforded so much pleasure as your ice bucket has 
to me during the current season. 

■ t rdi.i • *c win . u i.:o- 

Ihe Weather Bureau talks about all heat records being 
broken for this late, in the year and I can readily 
believe it. Today the local thermometer touched 1 05 
and it doesn't seem to be cooling off much tonight. 

Perhaps I had better skip all reference to the wool tack. We 
are promised cloudless skie3 an.d continued warm weather 
. for tomorrow. 

About 6 o'clock this morning, the matter of more 
cotton hulls was brought to me by Mitchell, the axe, sent 
. by J.H. to ask if I wished any more. As you may have 
guessed, the answer was in the affirmative. And so I 
an. provided with more hulls this year than ever before, all 
of which goes to prove how wrong I was when I bemoaned 
the nejos a few months back that all cotton bulls had to 
be burned this year. At the gin, a special burner was 
contrived at some expense . and all week long the thing 
burns hulls and by some slight of hand, J. H. rounds up 
hughe truck loads for my consideration. * 

. In passing along the message, Mitchell didn't speak 
. very plainly. He said he had failed on his face Saturday 
night and tha,t his lips were quite badly swollen. 

The Saturday night before, Mitchell is said to have 
lifted six chickens of the ten in a coop belonging 
to a neighbor of Clemence's. The latter, in speaking 
of the matter to me a few days ago said she wasn't worrying 
about anybody stealing hers for K she would shoot 
any one who tried. Ifitchell can wave an axe with wonderful 
adroitness but I don t know wfyo would come out ahead in 
a scuffle with Clemence over hers or anyone else's chickens. 
v i. t 5 i o ’in 

.3 uoiiss-wb ni o<S1 . bsAcqv; 0 «vuo no s*' 

.Tt jir s; sir :n^9o\ \o mK- no fcoow^llo*. 

• U KG 9T f.OT s. 

V : irt;; fo 1 t :o kcos r;oV. $ * \c » !\oo 

.‘ sc v . . ji s •.;«i 4r. v lii - v i <1 







I 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# $ f 1~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




6317 


Oil.*' 


6318 


Tuesday, September 29th, 19 53. 


If you haven't already done so t may I ask you to glance 
at Dora's letter. 

One nice thing about contacts with the outside world 
is the surprises it brings. For example, it would never 
have occured to me to suggest o meeting between you 
and Sarah Jones, although I imagine you both would enjoy 
mulling over a plate of soup or an after movie sandwich. 

Her address, as you may know, is 

iirt 90: o..ov: so yv aosio os >o‘'• 

Sarah Jones, 

Louisiana State Library, 

Box 232, 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

, .i . - i -r 1 c. t . » ' 

r • 

Knowing of your recent social flurry, it would 
never occur to me that you would care about getting more 
bogged down , but possibly this type of thing, being 
so different, might hold an euening of happiness, I 
believe you have had all Sarah's letters or cards to me, so 
you may judge she isn't much of a correspondent, and I 
haven\t 3 een her in a couple of years t I guess. If you 
,should care to write her, saying you had heard from Dorman via 
Melrose that she intends taking Manhattan by 3torm, that would 
be fine. If you don't find yourself so impelled, I 
would under3tan d that perfectly, too. You can t miss 
Sarah if you ever should bump into her for although not 
Plumeppe's height, 3he has her girth, 

# . • ;• v * j • o. -• .. 1 - J • C “ - * ‘ 

, And I iocs o little surprised at Dora's interest in 
la Storm so far as considering that Oklahoma might 
hold any*enticements for her and niece. They seem to go 
every where else, however, ancL so I cannot imagine why 
they shouldn't go to Oklahoma, What with Kay's 
interest in airplanes and Dora's uniqueability to 
do things to automobiles, perhaps those two would hit it off 
with wonderful satisfaction. Both Kay and Dora 
like animals and food and, although it is hard for me 
to remember, it may be that both of them are a little 
on the reserve side at first through timidity,, Per¬ 
haps ios could stop there as to similarities, what with 
Dora tall and handsome and Kay not inclined to crack a book. 
But regardless of that, I shall drop Dora a note, suggesting 
he bounce an autographed Ziba in the direction of 
Hollywood on the strength of having heard me mention 
them, and from there on out, they all can see what they 
can make of it How moon our little chat terminates, and 
yet it will continue in a way through the ice bucket,,,,. 


Memorandum: 

, May I tell you that the Joyous Coast photographs arrived 
in perfect order in this morning's post and that I am 
as delighted with them as I am indebted to you for having 
had them contrived for me, 

. The wonderful thing about the photograph which I did 
not notice particularly in the pen sketch is the fact that 
Pierre Emanuel Prudhomme easily dominates the design , as he 
should, and ’ I am holding the thought he may continue to do so 
iii the plate, Surely he will in all the publicity cuts, for 
the cuts will undoubtedly reflect the photograph which is just perfec 
Bless your heart, 

• 

Before noon today, the thermometer achieved the 200 
mark and kept on climbing. You may easily guess whether 
the treasured ice bucket will be doing business tonight, 

. And speaking of the ice bueket, the square little 
box in which it traveled down from Manhattan, —but only 
the box, —will be heading out tomorrow morning toward 
Manhattan again, containing some persimmons, I suppose 
it should, reach your true hand along about Monday, I selected 
some of the less ripe fruit this year, hoping it might 
reach you before getting too soft, ^hey leave here a pale 
yellow and will probably taken on an orange tint along 
the way, I wanted you to see some, of the different types, 
the baby one and the sheep nose one fromMelrose, the Japanese 
one, seemingly having had a string tied around it a third of 
the way down from Yucca, the pot bellied one from Arenbourg 
When they get ripe, you will perhaps be able to try one in 
conjuction with a glass of milk, I find milk does something 
very nice as a chaser, I am slipping a paper bag in the top 
of the package, for the box contains only the fruit, plus 
the trashy excelsior in which it is chshioned, and I thought 
you might find it convenient to dispose of the wrappings 
at the post office. 

It's~always a pleasure to hear from little Miss Lillian 


0.0 a: 
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Trichell whose letter in today's post I enclose, She writes 
a good letter, I like the poem, she quoted and shall ask her 
for the poet's name, I got a laugh out of her introduction 
of the word pretzel, for I can well imagine she felt just 
like one of those things looks, after standing all day on her 
head in the iris patch, 

I saw the ladies at coffee time this morning, 

Celeste said she has returned exhausted and that she 
feels she cannot frolic with such abandon as she formerly 
did, She told me before Madam Regard appeared that 
that lady seemed awfully tired, That doesn't seem surprising, 
what with road running in the present heat wave, Celeste 
also said she had made up her mind definitely not to go 
to Europe until after her mother's death I was jotled 
a little by this statement, merely because I suppose I 
had expected her to say the same thing the other way around, - 
that she had foregone all thought of a European trip during 
her Mother's life time, but that, of course, in a way, is 
the same thing, 

I gather the Mansura households are quite active institutions 
and I know that one of the . sons-in-law does quite a bit of 
. drinking. Celeste said that J, H, suggested that 

Celeste go ahead with her trip, letting her Mother occupy 
the Melrose home with him. This is just like J, H,, and 
I think both he and Madam Regard would have the gayest sort 
of a time but Celeste doesn t favor such an arrangement, 

I gather, that this 30 called determination may be subject 
fo. alterations, but that is merely a guess, 

I did a little reading from Catherine Marshall's "The 
Man Called Peter", - the biography of her husband one time 
chaplain of the U, S, Senate, It*s an interesting book 
but as in the Sheen volume on quite a different brand 
of religion, I find some of the viewpoints quite 
uni** 6 m V wa V °f thinking. For ins ance, somewhere she says 
something, —I don t recall the precise phraseology, that 
we all have no right, to expect God's grace and should 
be eternally grateful that be accords us any, I think children 
have a right to expect a little grace.from their parents, earthly 
and Heavenly and I cannot imagine a mundane or celestial 
parent who wouldn't expect the child to assume that 
at least some aamount of grace was his due, I want to re-read 
Zweigi autobiography and have ordered it, —"Two Worlds" or 
some such. 

But I shall struggle along with la Marhsll tonight, but 
the ice bucket is going to make things pleasant going, ,,,,,, 
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Wednesday, September 30th, 19 53. 


<y • ♦ <• • 

Memorai dum: 

. I was mildly provoked the other day when it took six days 
for your air mail letter to get from there to here, I 
mentioned the dates to Hobina, thinking 3he' might have had 
air mail problems, but it appears she can cite only good ones, 
like the regular mail that Dora got in 84 hours a while 
back. Isn't it good to know that Robina is making it alright, 
and I'm hoping during this present heat wave that she may 
avoid tearing a bout too speedily, 

, OvT ‘ , v v! • V .li 3 O W * • \ J ‘ - v -' , . • ' ; r 

I suppose everyone is pleased with Governor Warren's 
appointment as Chief Justice, —everyone except the ultra 
Republicans, I asked J, H, at supper what he thought of the 
appointment. He said Warren was too liberal to suit him, I 
3 uspect that is about the way everyone in the Cabinet would 
express himself if anybody in that exalted situation really 
spoke his mind. 

There was a flurry of excitement up the road last night 
about 12, A dance was going on, just nicely getting under 
way, it was said at Ashley Kirklands, perhaps a mile up the 
Bermuda road from here, when someone reported something awful had 
just happened a little further along the highway. Everyone left 
the dance for a look and it wasn't a pretty sight. One 
Wade Moore, colored, of Natchitoches and a school teacher, - 
a colored lady of the same town, —and school teacher means 
the top of the social ladder in colored circles, had left 
the dance a few minutes before but had stopped 'as a car was 
coming this way and Wade Moore shot the lady school teacher 
through the temple and then turned his gun on himself in the 
same place. Both apparently had died instantly, 

-y, . r«iu • v i. ■ t.8 si i 0 ' : ' •; ‘ * ,1 V 

Helen, secretary, had told me she was going to the dance 
because they were having an orchestra from Texas she wanted 
especially to hear, for Helen, you may recall, toots a mean 
claironet on her own hook. She said that after everybody 
at. the dance had visited the murder scene, some of the people 
returned to the dance but nobody seemed to feel like dancing and 
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most of the people went home so she didn t hear much music 
after all, 


In town people are attending a law suit involving 
insurance, "Cousin " Arthur and R, B, Williams are opposing 
insurance lawyers, —the same ones who handled the insurance inte 
interests in the Swan burning of Homewood, - Sinclair Adams, 

It is expected the Watson-Williams firm will win the suit because 
it is almost impossible to prove arson, although everyone 
suppose it was a case of arson, Clatiesse Breazeale is asking 
for $12, 500.00 for a fire in her home, She was the 
drunken bag who once came to see Miss Cammie and who spun 
me around as we were getting out of the Madam's room 
in such a way that she landed on the sofa and I on.her lap 
just as the Presbyterian minister entered the room to 
everyone's surprise except Clarisse '3 , A couple people 
have told me of going to her house with a view to a3sisting 
the firemen extinguish the blaze when they were screamed at 
by the lady who declared that hers was a private fire and if 
she wanted any fire fighters. she would send.for them, It 
is assumed she started the thing but insurance 
companies usually loose such cases unless somebody swears 
having seen the person start the conflagration, and usually, of 
course, people intent on such business, see to it theyarent 
observe at the inception of the thing, especially when it is 
their own dwelling, 


The news from Rock Hall was pleasant and you will note 
the pen sketch of ihe Joyous Coas t reached their true hand safely 
thanks to you kindness, 


There are two imponderable elements in the Bermuda plate 
that caused me to do a bit of calculating in hopes of 
determining when it would be best to engineer local 
releases, With the shipment having started on it3 way on 
the 24th it might reach its destination almost any old 
time within 5 to 20 days, —a difficult potential to contend with. 
And then the time required for a cut to be made and the 
publicity to be decided upon is also a little unmanageable 
to hit on with any accuracy I don't want the. cart before 
the horse but increase demand for space at this season make 
the earliest possible moment the best, and so I am banking on 
a week from hursday, although, only then will I know if 
the things dovetail neatly or fail to coincide at all, 


So things turn and the weather remains oven-like but 
my failtful ice bucket stands and waits and now I turn to it, 
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Thursday, October 1st, 2953. 


Memorandum: 


The waves of heat continue but so do the cubes of the 
beloved ice bucket and so everything comes out even, thank3 
to little Miss Lee, 


Today's post was rather heavy although it contained 
little of interest, I shall enclose a few herewith or under 
separate cover, although if you are pressed for time, 
you may skip everything, including this memo,, for all 
items represent merely day to day doings and nothing of especial 
moment. 


I have intended asking before about the man of whom I 
never hear axything mentioned anymore, —ai individual not 
pxscxss not precisely in the pennyless unemployed that 
politicians in the 19 30'a referred to as "the forgotten man' 
but a man, nevertheless of.whom I hear nothing mentioned. 

Of course the gentleman I^have in mind is the husband of 
the American Ambassador to Italy, Did he go along to 
.Rome or did he "stay put" in the Life and Time building 
or what has happened to him. To be quite honest about it, 

I frankly don t care what has happened to Mr, Luce since 
he is probably quite capable of taking care of himself 
but still, with so much talk about the other 
dominant member of that duo, I found myself wondering if 
he had survived all the excitement of the pat year. 


v 

There was some talk about pecanes at supper. As yet 
nobody seems to be able to determine what they are going to 
sell for this year. Members of the Peqane Growers Association 
are scheduled to pass this way on the morrow to go into 
conclave about it, 1 should think advertising of a product of thi 
sort ought to carry some information as to price, J, H, says 
he thinks a ten pound sack will be priced at f about $5.00, pre¬ 
paid anywhere in the United States, I haven t heard if 
Hurricane Florence swept away the Georgia crop. If so, 
the price will probably be effected somewhat. Probably 
the Texas crop is short because of the prolonged drought 
in the Lone Star State, J, H, is contacting the 
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Friday, October 2nd, 19 53. 
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Post Office department in Washington to see what i3 what 
about the shipping of pecanes to California, A year or two 
ago California passed a law prohibiting pecanes from being 
brought or sent into that State, We have all seen automobiles 
searched on State lines and various types of plants 
confiscated, I assume various States have passed laws concern¬ 
ing such matters when it is established that the plants 
may carry some insect that is a threat to agriculture • 

So far as I know, Louisiana pecanes harbor no such pest and 
it would appear California passed the exclusion law merely 
because California wanted to foster its own pecane industry. 

If thi 3 be so, there is every probability that the Supreme 
Court would hold such legislation unconstitutional, as 
unwarranted interference with inter-State commerce, I have 
no idea if a test case has been made • Wouldn't it be 
interesting if J, H, should start suit in behalf of the Pecane 
Growers Association and that the new Chef Justice from California 
should find it one of the early item pending on his docket, 

Rosalyn Aswell telephoned me this evening. She said things 
were going better and when I explained I hadn t heard they 
were going otherwise, she explained that Jimmy, cold sober, 
a couple §f weeks ago, fell in the bath tub and broke three 
ribs. And after that, there was no bath because their well 
went dry, and then the car broke down and so on, Rut she 
is a gay conversationalist and it was good to hear her voice, 

I asked her about that El Chico suit at which Jimmy testified 
months back and she said El Chico won. She said she and Jimmy use 
to go to that Village restaurant much,when they lived in 
Manhattan and had become quite good friends with the owner. 
Although bull fight films are forbidden importation into the 
United States, it was possible when Royalty was present 
to arrange private showings and that shortly before his 
death in Miami, Alphonso's eldest son, —the Prince of the 
Asturias, spent lots of time.at El Chico on gala nights and 
that they ehjoyed the opportunity for prolonged personal chats. 

She said the Prince was very thin and very tall and very blonde 
as everyone knew who had seen his pictures, but until she had 
met him, she hadn't realised he had a club foot which made it 
difficult for him to get about but that he loved to see his 
companions swing out, even though that was denied him. 

Well, so much for local gossip and I fear this is among 
the duller letters. Perhaps i'll do betteron our next go-round,,. 


US* 


Id 
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Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Sunday letter in today"s post. 

And how badly I played at Patience until first 
dark, awaiting the arrival of some sort of a secretary, 

Helen is still on the sick list and as the cotton pickers 
get paid off on Friday afternoon, I reckon everyone who can 
march at the close of a hot week of labor has moseyed right 
along up the road to the honkey—tonk for the -‘riday night 
movie. And so you letter is tucked safely awcy in an armoir, 
along with a few other items which will have more chance 
for exploration on the morrow. The mere presence of the 
unopened envelope, however, is sufficient to make my beginning 
of another week end altogether happy, what with the promise 
the envelope's contents hold for the morrow. 

This .morning at the coffee hour, I found Madam Regard 
radiant. Jours was her first birthday greeting and 
she and Celeste and I agreed that it was among the more perfect 
birthday greetings we had ever run acrosss. And Madam Regard 
was moved to tears in reading me the lovely message you had 
penned just for her and when she was able to speak again, 
she remarked with fervor that "long ago we have all agreed 
that she is the lovlieat pers.on r most thoughtful and kind we 
have ever known". And I squeezed her hand and she dabbed at 
her tears and everybody was as happy as could be, —thank3 
all through the coffee hour, just to little Miss Lee, 

I suppose the book you mentioned will arrive on the morrow 
or Monday, Hadam Regard is so impatient to see if, and 
then remarked all over again what a wonderful one is the person 
who will 30 study out things for the happiness of others. 

If your ears weren't burning this Friday morning at 9, it 
pertainly was not for lack of bouquets being tossed at you 
across the miles between. How nice it must make one feel to 
realize how much happiness one has set in motion for three 
others all in one go-round. 

Both heat and pilgrims continue and as the promise is 
for similar weather over the week end, I suppose the 
pattern will be as cluttered up with road runners as usual, 

— • J ' - 
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I left out of yesterday's enclosures the odd little 
epi 3 tle I am enclosing herewith. As the letter was 
written and cancelled on the 23rd and traveled the 15 miles as 
between -Natchitoches and Melrose by October lst t I suppose 
I should not complain when mails from farther afield sometimes 
require 6 or 7 days. 

I am hoping to get a little time to read over the week end. 
Today I received the autobiography of Zweig, —Two Worlds, or 
some uch title, although that itsn t precisely it, for I wanted 
to re-read it and it is served up at a maximum of delectation 
through the meidum of your friend, Alexander Scourby. And 
the mention of that name reminds me that I was tuning in 
on Frank Edwards the other night, perhaps last night, just 
as all stations were concluding their pre-Edwards presentations 
and I chanced to be on some National station that wa3 enumerating 
the charactters who had appeared in the play just gien, and 
one "Alex Scourby" was one and some erry woman, —also a 
Foundation for the Blind reader and a third person whose 
name 1 have forgotten. I thought it itneresting that three 
people doing business in the 3ame institution on West 16th 
Street should all be in the same play. Naturally I wish 
I had known of the program in advance. • 

Among yesterday's enclosures was Madam Marco's letter which 
had enclosed the snapshots of Mead Villa and Propinquity. 

Neither one looked too entrancing but I thought it nice 

of her to send both of them, Proqpinquity, being, as you remember, 

the home of Mrs. B. L. C.W a iles' parents, General and Mrs. 

Leonard Covington. I shall be .interested to 3ee what other 
things Madam Marco has in mind to pass along. It is certainly 
kind of her to be sending them in this direction 

Some more gourd vines have succombed and so I gathered the 
fruit on the dried vines today. One af them put me in mind 
a little of the suet balls for our feathered frients of last 
Christmas time. One is a beautiful yellow, quite round and 
larger than an orange, is perhaps the size of a small grape- 
fruit, and has strange little bumps all over it. I have it 
in a dish with some persimmons and they loik so nice together. 

Bid I hear on the radio that Frank Carmen of Columbia had been 
named by the President to act on the Board looking into the dock 
3 trike. If I understood correctly, I am glad, for he is 
one man I know on any Federal Board whom I admire through personal 
acquaintance with his many steriling qualities and liberalness of 
mind. — So much to talk about, and yet the week end begins and 
I must look to my ice bucket and Herr Zweig, keeping one eye 
on my armoir the while until the morrow...... 


Sunday, October 4th, 1953. 


Memorandum : 

;• • l '• *\ I. i Si A "iS-V 

How nice to have your letter on Saturday, after it had 
waited patiently in the armoir during Friday night. 

. 

And may I hasten to congratulate you on the doings of 
one Tuesday. Wasn't it odd how you had decided on that particular 
day .to bring up a matter which, unbeknown to you, had been 
settled prior to that day and the news passed along within 
the hour jU3t before you had decided to speak of the matter 
which had already been settled in .your own mind. 

• • - 

I am so happy that at long last those who are 
enjoying the benefits of your contributions to the success of 
their enterprise should have made a gesture. Let us hope 
the continue seeing the light in the days ahead. 

m > ' 

And may 1 thank youf or acquainting me with the nature 
of the two movies, both of which sounded woJiderfully interesting. 

I never cease to be amazed that people continue carrying 
cameras into East Berlin, for it would seem a camera discovered 
on one's person is a guarantee, for difficulties. As a matter of 
fact, I was mildly astonished when Ed. Morrow mentioned having 
touted one under his coat when he ventured over behind the curtain 
during his recent visit. 

‘ . * • 

And speaking of East Berlin, I must say it i3 a little vague in 
my mind as to how the line of demarkation between Russian and 
U. N. zones are definted and how it is that people apparently 
move back and forth across the line daily althWt^h, I assume 
their are guards of some sort or other stationed there all 
the time. Bo you reckon any attempt is made to prevent unusual 
numbers of people corssing at any give moment and are the 
two zones sealed off at night and can one move household effects 
from one zone to another without a heap of preliminaries. I 
suppose aL 1 this would be clearer to me if I had read the papers 
during the past 8 years but somehow the whole business seems mighty 
uncertain in my notion as to how the whole thing is rigged up. 
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Monday, October 5 th, 19 53» 


Joe Henry came unexpectedly on Saturday morning and 
remained until after dinner today, He seemed exhausted and 
I suppose this was due in part to the fact that he is 
inclined to suffer from hay fever and, what with all the dryness 
obtaining across Louisiana and Texas at the moment, the dust 
is constant, I ot a chance to talk with him for a few 
minutes on Saturday evening and he had hoped for another chat 
later but pilgrims got in between us, 

he pilgrims hailed from McKinney, Texas and were one time 
friends of the Purple Lady, They had long been communicants of 
Hr. Clifford Weaver'3 church, —Episcopalian and they 
seemed surprised when I expressed astonishment at the news 
that Dr, Weaver had been dead quite a long time, I had some 
correspondence with him, following the Madam's death, and 
I had known of hi3 marriage to a secretary, following the death of 
the purple number, I am wondering if Rudolph knew of Dr, Weaver's 
passing. Oddly enough he has never mentioned it, so perhaps 
he may have not learned of it either, although that seems 
unlikely, 

, The situation in horticultural spheres at this bend of the 
river is pure hurly burly. More of the Chinese magnolias 
are in flower, —some of the trees being completely covered with 
blossoms, *ut this mis-reading of the calendar, mis-reading 
October for February is in evidence in many other botanic quarters, 
Everybody knows that the Japanese water hyachinthes never bloom 
save in April and May, or perhaps Mary and April # People 
from South Louisiana where they ibound, express astonishment 
at the purple veil spreading over the big pot and St, Giggin's 
Fountain 9 I have never in Spring seen so many blossoms all 
at the same time as are embossing the sugar kettles, Most 
of the leaves of the plat ts in the big pot are dead which 
gives the flowers unusual prominence but the foliage on the 
surface of St, Giggin's is wonderfully luxuriant still. Perhaps 
th1fr6%ade afforded St, Giggin tends to preserve the greenery, - that 
is about the only conclusion I can arrive at, although the 
flowers in ea<?h setting are equally splendid, 

v*t +j*c, qp *•%' • ^ ^ I • 0 ' * \0 V«**» *3 . i»l'* 

Dan and Joe were the only extra people for the birthday 
dinner across the fence today. We dined on turkeymarvelous 
baked mashed potatoe, and equa ly marvelous d ressing, although 
with two or three other vegetables, jellies pickle3 and olives 
with a pleasant wine and afterward a birthday cake with gobs of 
walnut ice cream, coffee and so on. Madam Regard still says 
yours was the nicest card she received . 


Memorandum 

Ten pieces of mail, including one from little Miss Lee, 
are tucked away in the armoir tonight, Helen remains on the 
sick list and the rest of the secretariat apparently 
is on a frolic. Occasionally as between the opening of 
the first cotton boll and the picking pf the last pecane, 
the whole plantation seems to go on a anti-routine bender, — 
ad today was one of those, 

~ i.\ . 'y > ^ v o * r i' .»ijr v •• .. . o & s \ ^ * i u v. 

J, H, left for Baton Rouge before many of the people had 
appeared for work, and some of those who did show up were 
under the. effects of too much week end whoopee, -As the 
day progressed, Monday became Funday all over again and, 
among other things, the mail didn't get read as a consequence, 

Fortunately, however, this i3 a plantation thing and 
Texas and Pacific Motor service maintained its 
schedule and shortly after noon brought me the new 
Joyous Coast plates, I haven't given them but a casual 
glance but I gather they turned out alright . 

Sometime between now and tomorrow's dawn, a sample will 
be wrapped up and sent rolling in your direction. If you 
will be so kind as to tell me any slips that may have 
occured between the final pen sketch and the finished pro¬ 
duct, I shall feel vastly indebted to you, 

Charles Cunningham telephoned me this afternoon to 
say that a likeness of the sketch from your 
photograph, will appear in this week's atchitoches Times, 
Thus the hodge-podge, grab-in-the-dark effort at 
hoping the arrvial of the merchandise and the publicity 
actually came off as though,calculated by precission. 

The plate, of course, will have only local appeal but let us 
hope its appearance gives a sales impetus to the other five 
who seem to have been dwaddling of late a little. 
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Tuesday, October 6 th, 19 53. 


Of late I have been experiencing an intuitive feeling 
that following the announcement in the press during the 
summer that a "device", styled an H bomb had been exploded 
in Russia, the Administration, after a bit of fumbling,* 
decided to use the announcement concerning said device 
as an excuse for sliding out of their over-talked 
budget balancing business which seems to be something 
£most sacred in Republican eyes. Last night, during and 
after Miss Rountree’s skit with p 0 litican Coles, I felt 
the earlier sensation confirmed # I am wondering if you, too, 
have been.feeling that the ”H" business was being 
put forward as an excuse to cover any one of half a dozen 
reasons, seemingly valid, for failure to keep campaign 
promises At best the whole business seems to make little 
sense, except, perhaps, to the Republicans, —such as 
cutting air force appropriations to get a better air force j 
Congress failing to do much about bomb shelters etc,, while 
members of the Atomic Commission voice dismay that 
the people aren’t sufficiently excited about persuading 
Congress to do more for civil defense. And at the same time, 
the scientists whom I hear and opcasionally read, bemoa,n the 
fact that we haven't more college students studying science, 
since it takes endless scientific minds to keep abreat with 
atomic development while at th$ same time Russia, not 
famous for extraordinary college training courses, is said 
to have exploded something or other, —at first nobody would 
admit is was a bomb, but now they seem to have exploded 
ail "H" bomb, since that seems to fit in with the desires of 
the disappointed buget balancers t and I, for one in the class 
of average citizens, haven't the vaguest notion as to how 
much is truth and how much is eyewash and I must say 
I think the Administration is doing a great disservice to 
the public and itself in failing to present some sort 
of an honest picture of the situation Sometimes it would almost 
seem we are setting forth to the world and Russia in particular 
that we are scared to death of them, the policy makerss hoping 
that Russia will pay no attention and only the American citizen 
will be frightened out of a year's growth. In short, an 
Army leader or a business executive sometimes is totally lacking 
in political acumen, and what the country needs in relation 
to atoms is somebody who can make comprehensible what 
the public needs to eliminate the uncertainty that I for one 
, feel, not so much about Russian "h’s" but American baloney if that 
is what we have been getting and I frnkly am wondering and so am 
up in the air, Rut I’m down to earth in the ice bucket department 
to which I now turn whole heartedly, thanks to just one,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

» 

How nice to have another letter from you in this 
morning's post, to be tucked away beside the one of yesterday 
which, along with a stack of other things f aw a its the morrow. 

Helen remains on the sick list and the other secretaries 
are still on a frolic. But tomorrow I a n guaranteed lots 
of assistance, for Wednesday night is show night and that 
means the mount of proffered help will be monumental. 

t t 

You will be pleased to know that Madam Regard was 
enchanted today when Dr. Crabb's volume which you had 
selected as her birthday gift, arrived. She had received 
her mail before I passed by for a dab at the coffeee cup, and 
it obviously delighted her to show it to me and then to hold 
it on her lap gently rubbing her hand across it time and again 
during our liltle sitting. She will eventually be writing 
you on the subject but i the mean time, I hope you 
don't mind if I anticipate her news by telling you in 
advance that 3 he is enormously happy that y 0 ushould have 
been so thoughtful to and of her. 

It was a repeat birthday party, in a way, since there 
were other gifts and I tossed her a J o yoUS Coast plate just 
for fun. I am under the impression one of her daughters in 
Jfansura is making a collection and I suppose she rolls 
them along in that direction as Celeste has enough about the 
place, gracing the dining room and breaffast nook w alls. 

. ■ 

A breath of cool air journeyed this far South during the 
night so that this morning the thermometer stood at a low 
60 But the skies were cloudless and as soon as the sun 
was up and doing, so was the thermometer . A 15 mile breeze 
made for comfort, however, and I belidve we are about on the 
point of moving into real Indian Summer, although we shall 
still have many hot days before October*is played out. 

The matter of one phase of doings in that little old town 
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of Elizabeth, La. was revealed today by a lawyer friend of 
J. H,'s who chancid to pass this way and stop for a little 
chat. I suppose the metropolitan papers may have mentioned 
the disorders that have characterized the year old strike 
in that community which, I believe, is about 100 per cent 
hill billy . The lawyer said he was with the Sheriff in 
the Elizabeth area a while back when the Sheriff arrested 
a youth for driving a car containing contraband stuff. 

It chanced that this lawyer handled the prosecution when it 
came up in Court although nothing much was expected other than 
formalities, since 0 ,„ the youth, the Sheriff and the 
lawyer had been present. The youth however, called for 
a jury trial and SO different men went on the stand to swear 
that they had been with the youth, ~~the car was entirely 
vacant, actually, at the time of his arrest. So many 
d ibis impelled the Judge to dismiss the case whereupon 
the lawyer apologized to the Judge for obviously having 
been so mistaken since neither he nor the Sheriff had 
seen a soul, although, according to the testimony, there were 
SO people in the conveyance • I suppose this in one of the 
minor straws indicating just why things continue so by sixes 
and sevens in that strike torn neighborhood, 

I listened to E, Roscoe Morrow tonight and gathered that 
he, too, is a little confused when the Chairman of the 
Joint Congressional Committee gives one to understand that 
Russia is bristling with H bombs and today the Secretary 
of ■Defense guesses there will be H boms in Russia 3 years 
hence. Three years hence, of course, will be jU3t the time 
for another Presidential election But aside from the 
politics, or because of politics,*is there any doubt that 
the -American Secret Service doesn't know whether Russia 
has H bombs or does not have them. And if the agents behind 
the Curta n know, then their chief in Washington.knows, and 
the citizen continues to be taken for a big ride If only 
the gentlemen in control of such secrets, - Defense and Atomic 
Commission then at least they ought to agree on a story if they 
both or sifigely, decide that a platter of hokus-pokus 
is to be served up to the citizens, 

I read a little iast night from "World of Yesterday" by 
Zweig and jike it as much as ever, I look forward to 
the morrow when I 3hall have two letters to enjo u • 

. : 1 


Wednesday, October 7th, 19 53. 


Memorandum j 

How nice to begin with your Wednesday letter this evening, 

Helen remains on the sick list but, as anticipated, 
the balance of the secretariat showed up, in hopes of seeing the 

snow, but,,, . just was we dipped into the first letter, 

news came that a fire had broken out in unginned cotton 
somewhere around the gin, —and the secretariat vanished, 
but before they bolted, they were given to understand they 
would be on hand for duty at this desk before noon on the morrow 

or ,f Ise • • • . . And 30 1 have the assurance of having a chat 

with you along about first day and I shall also take that 
opportunity to run through quite a few letters resting beneath yours, 
and so m y correspondence will be in order again, - I hope. 

he day has been beautiful a beautiful blue sky, and 
racing breeze and the temperat&re at 54 this morning, rinsing 
to the mid 70's for the day s high. 

Celeste had heard ne express my intention to get into 
the big road this morning and offered to serve as chauffeur. 

We skipped up the road at a brisk clip at 9 o'clock and were 
back home by 10. First we stopped at the farthest point on 
my journey, — Oaklawn, which ‘I still think of as Cashmere, 
where I presented Mrs. Adeline CBrudhomme Cloutier with a 
voyous Coast plate carrying the likeness of her home. She is 
a charming elderly lady, —by the way, she is the mother of 
Ve ™°J} Cloutier # The avenue was lovely in the mvning sun 
and the house turned out to be ever so much larger t an I had 

supposed We walked on the gallery a bit chatted much and 
then went on our way . 

Our next stop was at Beaufort and Luck was with us, for Beth 

a»d slid°d’Ln tl * erv * nt trUd givin9 V - 3 coSSee but we *e™rred, 

Vn o+i ^ r Z? d ' P a33in 3 the old avenue where Lestan used 

to sttoll with his Blackstone and thence we drove in to the 
Alphonse Brudhommes at Oakland . W e found Madame Alphonse 
*a a 1 ready received at guess, —Herr Dunnington or Dunninger or 
some such, a Yinnese number of Shreveport who had been to Melrose 
once with. Claf Byrd or at Allen or some of that crew. W e chatted 
y J* I m oments m the shadow of the original portrait of 
lerre Emanuel, looking down at us from the wall of the drawino room an 
then we made our au reuoirs. In each case I had presented the 9 * 

wi^cu 


f 
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Thursday, October 8th, 19 53. 


wrapped plate just as we were leaving, giving nobody an 
opportunity to get a glance at it before we were out of sight. 

Then we continued South, not crossing the bridge at 
Oakland but continuing along the Vest bank of Cane River, 
expecting to stop at bill Oonei' house • Tt was pleasant 
to stop for a moment to glimpse at Reform Plantation and 
see that ti it is still there. Bom the road a mile further, 
we passed a truck parked by a cotton field .a,n,d. .Celeste said 
Bill Jones was there and did I want to stop or go on to his house, 

I wanted to stop tnere, and Bill explained that there was 
n.o one at home at his house and so l left the plate with him. 

He said his brother, Randolph f is planning to restore 
Reform Plantation house, --thank heavens, . 

And so we were b^ck home again a few minutes later and 
a duty which was a pleasure had been performed m I think 
Ifiss Adeline and the Alphonse Prudhommes will like their plates and 
I know bill Jones will be tickled with his . Tt was a great 
pleasure to contact all three parties and because Beth is 
a bag, I don t careif she has time to glance at it or not. 

If she takes to it, she'can afford to buy many for presents, and 
I should like that but a U the ° thers have a capacity for 
a sensation of happy humanities, and naturally that is all that 
counts in such early morning neighborly calls. 

If you chanced to hear E, Roscoe Morrow tonight, you £ probably 
gathered he had been "reading our mail", for the sentiments I had 
voiced a night or two ago about the confusion in the public 
mind over the status of the H bomb and all certainly got a 
thorough airing on his program tonight, so it appears we are 
not the only ones feeling somewhat be—fuddled by the seemingly 
contradictory opinions being voiced by Republican big wigs of 
late, The mot of my day ;.as taken up with pilgrims, --Hew iork. 

Hew Orleans, S a n Francisco f Shrefeport t Houston and Oklahoma City, 

Celeste is throwing some kind of a party tomorrow and 
as my contribution, - although I shall not aitend, I 
rounded up a wooden tray, perhaps 10 inches wide and 30 inches long, 
heaping it up with some yellow, some orange persimmons, 8 different 
kinds of yellow and green striped small gourd3, j tucked in a few 
magnolia forscati leaves and shall crown her with it tomorrow, 

Now for a couple page of S . Zweig and so to bed . 


Memorandum : 

A cool 45 this morning rapidly gave way to 
the upper 70's, thanks to ai absence of breeze and 
a cloudless sky, 

Helen is recuperating but has not returned to her 
cotton picking as yet. She did venture over to examine 
a bit of correspondence for me, however, and I regretted 
that of all times, a delay in letter reading had come about 
at this particular time. Save for a single exception, nothing 
was part cularly pressing but I did get off a memo to 
Miss Lee promptly, 

Blythe passed this way in the afternoon, bringing 
Mary Pringle with her and a Senor and Senora Rodrigez or 
some such name, not to mention a bottle of Taylor s port. 

The Cuban .couple live somewhere near Mary, the senor bein> 
a chemi8t at the Meeker sugar refinery near Lecompte, La, 

These Cubans have been there a year and were at Lafayette, La, 
in connection with a sugar facotry there during the two 
previous years. It seems a bit odd that starting 
out from Florida's next door neighbor which must hear 
quite a bit of American radio and encounter quite a 
few Americans, and after living in Louisiana for three 
years, neither husband nor wife could understand or speak 
a word of anything but Spanish, 

They were interested in everything they say, buildings 
and vegetations, and I accordingly was glad toxplain 
what I could to them although I fear they got more out 
of the pantomime I employed than by inadequate Spanish, 

But they seemed to comprehend alright and were delighted 
when I said I didn't care how much they used their 
camera, 

Mary told me she had taken a picture of 


I 
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Friday, October 9th, 19 53. 


an Ethopian hand clasping a boll of cotton in the 

palm of so id hand , She said she believed it was just 

the coposition I wanted and would send it along 

to me shortly when printed, I must have described 

what I had in mind very poorly, for what I had envisioned 

was the cotton boll still on the plant while the 

camera would not catch the palm of the hand but rather 

the back of the hand as the fingers, in a vertical position, 

were just reaching for the snowy staple, Perhaps 

one or the other of various photographers I have asked to 

make this study will strike something more in line with 

my concept, I suppose I should have explained to 

Mary, too, that I had in mind the hand of a man, — 

definitely on the physical strength side, the better to 

contrast the delicacy of the lint, either such a subject 

or the hand of a child, almost tiny by contrast with 

the opulence of the cotton it f was about to grasp, 

She said she had used a woman s hand, 

A letter from Hollywood in Kay's hand speaks of 
Carolyn coming to dinner with them, A letter from Essae Mae 
hints that Lois Lester did not see eye to eye with Mrs. 
Stirling regarding Oakley, This is only a hint, for Essae Mae 
is too good a politician to set forth anything concrete on 
such a subject. The effect of her letter on me was 
that probably the rumor about Lois being the source of 
irritation was probably more or less correct, 

I was glad in finding a letter from Ruth Hopkins, too, — 
penned from Glendale Sanatorium in Maryland, What 
with the July carbon copies along with her letter to me, 
there seemed to be quite a lot of reading material, all 
of which appears to be excellent, although 1 scanned it 
with vast rapidity, 

A letter from Dora speaking of a new address, much 
nearer the university These and other bits of correspondence 
coming to hand during the recent non-reading day3, will be 
kept in a file with this memo, to be forwarded shortly when 
a proper address comes to hand, 

he afternoon party across the fence terminated before 
dark. One of the guests, I learned by telephone, wanted 
to purchase the gourd-persimmon arrangement that 
graced the buffet, I voted in favor of a gift instead . 


Memorandum : 

There never was such favorable weather for cotton 
picking and the gin chugs along merrily from dawn to 
dusk. The thermometer graph describes a curve each 
84 hours starting in the 50's, touching a *'9^ P, oin * . . 
i?i the 80's and thence downward again to the 50 s, matting 
daylight and dark, equally delicious and invigorating. 

Just before the supper bell ring, I passed by the 
house next door to give Madam Regard some persimmons. 
Celeste had gone to town earlier in the afternoon and 
now that dusk was settling down, both Modern Regard and 
I assumed that the car driving in and stopping 
in front of the house was Celeste, I stepped out 
to give her a hand with her packages, only to discover 
that the car was not Celeste's but was being 
driven by a couple of nuns from Hatchittches, One 
of them was non-descript, the other tall, svelt and 
majestic . She said, on descending from her horseless 
carriage : 

»This is the first time I have ever been here but 
I feel I know you quite well for very often I go over 
on Front Street and never seem to tire learning about 
llatchitoches by examining your plates in the window, 

I handed the ladies over to Madam Regard and went 
on my way. Half an hour later, J, H, and a couple of 
clerks came to supper, J, H, was laughing about his 
gavotte with the nuns. It seems they had 
left lad am Regard and gone to the store, overflowing 
at the time, - -the store not the nuns, with cotton 
pickers being b paid off for their week s labors. 

In respect for their robes, J, H, gave them priority and 
they asked him for a donation for something the Church 
was cooking up, J, H, took out his check book and 
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Sunday, October 11th, 19 53. 


wrote out a check for fifty dollars which he handed 
to the taller nun. Then, as the nun was tucking 
the check within the folds of her robes, she mentioned 
something the Natchitoches Church was up to, whereupon 
J. H. who had assumed the pair were from St. Augustin s 
Church across the river, inquired about the point, and 
on learning that the gals had invaded the 
St. Augustin Parish on their money collecting jaunt, 
j. H. asked the majestic one to give him back the check 
which he returned to his desk, substituting afor it 
a ten dollar billx which he gave her in exchange. 

In short, the Reverend Sister was therebye treated to 
a n example of how a girl can talk herself out of #40.00 
before she knows it. 

On reaching home, I found that while we were at supper, 
somebody had passed this way and left me a copy of the 
Natchitoches Times containing the notice about the 
Joyous Coast plate It made page 2, and I shall attach 
it herewith, iis yet I haven't read the piece in print form 
but, from its length, it seems to me it probably wasn t 
cut much. As you know, the purpose of this piece was 
to use the Joyous Coast plate, which will never 
enjoy wide appeal, as a sort of spring board by 
which means the average citizen will feel inclined to invest 
in other items in the series « There is 
no question about the initial twelve dozen being 
disposed of but what I am hoping is that its 
bow at this time may incline other items to start 
rolling. 

I think I may not have mentioned that Grandpa 
has a couple of new playthings which, just by chance, 
happen to be borthers of a younger generation. 

They are a pair of coal bilack kittens, which I 
am pleased to give the somewhat cumbersome names of 
Inner iloi.igoj.ia and Outer Mongolia, Outer Mongolia 
always being sedate and well mannered and never of the 
pushing sort as opposed to Inner Mongolia who is 
forever sitting on my doorstep and scooting in, everytime 
the screen door opens I am hoping the big old , 

yellow wild cat inhabiting the bamboo hedge in Celeste s 
direction doesn't mangle either of them to death, for 
they make a gay.pair, disporting all day along the gallery. 

Ihus begins the week end with a promise of pretty weathe 
meaning, I suppose, plenty of pilgrims . 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday's 

post. 

I am glad you liked, the persimmons. I am glad, too, that 
they arrived before rp ripening too much in transit. 

t t ' • fc 

You will laugh when I tell you what happened in an episode in 
which one of mine figured, f may have mentioned that I banked 
the mud walls of the south gallery of this house with great branches 
of,persimmons, with a dozen or two fat persimmons depending 
prettily from each branch, non-chalantly draped across the f 
array of deer antlers, just above the old ben^from Grandpere's 
original church across the way. A somewhat plump, kindly but 
altogether tiresome bag perched herself on the bench on 
Saturday afteruoon, catching her breath a bit as I expounded the 
fascinating architectural features of the gallery to her companion 
pilgrims. In the group was an especially energetic, inquisitive 
woman who never listened to the answers of the questions she asked, 
a nd while I was pointing out the slave hardward on the shutters 
of the barred windows on the right of the door to my boudoir, the 
energetic number began fiddling with the persimmon branches 
above the bench on the left of the door. In the midst of my harangue 
there was a startled scream from the exhausted over weight number 
on the bench. Her companion, in messing about with the branches, 
had jarred one of them just enough to loosen one of the finest 
examples of over-ripe fruit from it3 stem. The thing dropped 
straight as an arrow, splashing slap on the seated lady's neck, and 
instantly, before she could move, trickling down her back. 

» • ‘ 

There'8 something so lush about a perfectly ripened 
persimoon in the bowl of a spoon but oozing down one s bare back, 
inside one's clothing is probably something else agaiti. 

. 

Naturally the tour came to a complete halt while the 
laides retired to the bath room to see what could be done about it, 
but their success was meager as evidenced by the sticky streak 
down the victims dark green silk waist when, after hours, she 
issued forth again. From this experience, I conclude some 
adage might be contrived, —"Always eat up but never sit under 
an over ripe persimmon , —or some such. 
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Well can anybody, especially Lestan, imagine with what 
fervor Miss Lee is holding the thought -these days, .As 
a natural consequence of this matter, I found myself wondering 
the other day how professional people do, such as literary agents, 
in the matter falling under the Summerfield department, 

I_assume that a person may be on the receiving end with 
either or both the domestic and professional name, although 
it may be that separate comparatments are required for each 
individual name• Frequently, as we all know, several firm names 
operate and receive communications at the same address in 
several different names, If this be true with individual 
comvartments, it would be interesting to know so that on alternate 
days or weeks or however, first the personal and then the 
professional name be employed, Although unlikely, it is always 
possible although very rarely that somebody like E, Smith and 
say F, Smith, having neighborly berths, might find an error 
had been made in assorting things , Just to be positive no 
such error should be made and for the convenience of everyone, 
the use of the professional name might accordingly be welcomed 
by those having to do with the sorting, I know nothing about 
any of this but have wondered about it. Locally, of course, 
such an arrangement is just as easy as one, two, three, but 
I suppose the more tremendous concentrations work out special 
guides for general convenience that probably differe largely in 
the vast variety of places, 

I am hoping you had the good fortune to hear Dumas Malone 
and T,V, Smith as guests of Dr, Bryson today in the discussion 
of Thomas Jefferson's "Motes on the State of Virginia", 

Although the animation characterising the discussion of 
Alice Through the Looking Glass was absent, the pleasure of 
the profundity and the realisation that authorities were speaking 
made everything said quite thrilling. They announced "l‘he olden 
Bough" for next week with Dr, Montagu and some other pnitosopher 
for next week, I never did get far in The Golden Bough but I 
got a long ways with Dr, Montagu on occasion, - surely the 
most absent mended professor I ever was acquainted with, I 
hope he doesn t forget his appointment for the Invitation, for 
it will be pleasant hearing his voice again . 

The hot dry weather and the pilgrims continue but the 
thermometer falls at night even as do over ripe persimmons in the 
day, and so all swings along merrily toward a new week . 


Monday, October lBth, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to nave your Friday's air mail in todcy'3 post, 

I just pone from, from the gallery where the new moon 
offers just eno-ugii light to make the sun dial ghostly. 

But the gallery itself is lovely, for the Chapel doors have 
been left ajar, casting a soft glow from the new candles 
that are flaming there tonight. There are so many things 
to be thankful for, and it's so pleasant to enumerate them 
to one's self in the friendly neighborhood of "us-es little 
boy", 

And speaking of "us~e3 n reminds me of our friends and how 
remarkable they are, I had a marvelous example of it today, 

07i receiving the air mail and noting that is was 
of unusual brevity, I thought I simply couldn't wait until 
first dark, which is ai long time from 9 in the morning when 

such portentous news might be to hand,. And so I passed 

through the kitchen on my way to Yucca and, finding Juanita, 
a high school graduate, alone, I asked her if she would tell 
me what the few sentences said, ------- 

She gazed at them for perhaps-, two minutes, which is 
a long time, and then saidt 

•S. ■ , > ,K <' \ a •, (*“ . i • .» 4 *,! ' *• •„ \ * t*. 

"I can t tell you exactly how the words have it, but 
it say they will be here this afternoon," 

(. V ' J • 

Haturally I expressed my apreciation to her for her assistan 
and bolted out the door as fast as my legs would carry me, 
fearing I would collapse with suppressed merriment before I 
got beyond ear shot. And so I resumed my old game of 
Patience until 5:30 when Helen finally showed up and I 
could join silently with you in a prayer of gratitude for 
the wonderful news it contained, 

. I shall send this memo by air, and at the same time 
I shall post a couple of envelopes, one containing 

- t ' 1 ‘ ' ' t 

: : »{', . I -isri !U *. K WO . «ts > ' 3 ^ tilled'} i.-2 \. 
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Tuesday , October lZth, 1953* 


memos of Thursday, Friday and Sunday, none of which are of 
any importance, and a second envelope in which tiere will e 
a letter or two that I have perhapse referred to m the memos. 

I suppose you probably received the very laconic messa.ge 
I sent by air on Friday at about the same time your air mail came 
to hand at this bend of the river. Come to think of it, as 
suggested in that brief note, I do not chance to have the 
precise business name which I am sure you have mentioned 
many a time At the moment, however, I find uncertain 

if the general organisational name is used or if tAjra ' are 
a flock of subsidiaries which would be the proper things to keep 
in mind if one were using the Madison Avenue address which 
did not employ, since I was not certain on this point. 

You will be interested to learn that Melrose will advertisement 
pecanes in the Magazine Section of The Mew York imes /our 
P weeks from yesterday, October 11th, —whenever four weeks from 
then may be, and you will be perhaps even more interested when 
I report that J. H. said to me at dinner yesterday : 

"Oh bu the way, do you reckon that lady in Mew York sees 
the Times and might send us a clipping of the advertisement when 

it appears,' 1 

I told him my guess is that she probably would, and should 
you run across the thing, it might bea happy stroke to address 
it slap to him, should you find yourself possessed of an 
extra clipping, I think the thing will be quite small, —-perhaps 
an inch or so, which probably will mean that looking for it 
will be like hunting for a needle in a haystack, in view of 
all the holiday advertising that is probably scheduled to 
appear along bout then . Don t put yourself out hokmg for 
it, but, in case you should stumble over it, you 
might keep a, H. in mind. 

The warm weather continues with a promise for more ahead and 
the ice bucket continues to make my evenings wonderfully 
pleasant. Tonight lemonade is on the docket and I look forward 
to the same with infinite relish. 

And how nice t at will bring my day to a close, —such 
a happy day, thanks to your thoughtful message. I am 
aoinq to sit for half o» hour, bucket along side, on the 
gallery, with the Blesseed Martin hard by, and a joyous stream 
of telepathic messages flowing in a bee line in a single 
directi on...,,. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your longer and later letter of 
Friday in this morning'3 post. 

I laughed to myself as you related the somewhat 
harrowing circumstances under which you were penning the 
lines, but the arrival of the letter itself convinced me 
that they didn't close donw on you completely• 

Oddly enough, I had a different but as distracting 
a sitting in my attempt to run through today s post. 

Helen arrived about 5:30, and just as we were in the 
midst of things, a voice from the distance of the big pot 
called my name. I thought it was Celeste and told Helen to 
keep right on going. But a second call from the gallery 
convinced me it wasn t Celeste and so I stepped out to hear 

the lady sayi 


"This is Irma". 

You could have knocked me down with a fender, and 
as shadows were beginning to lengthen, —I suppose it was 
5*45 then, I thought of all the Tillingha3ts I ever knew, 
and eventually came through with the realization that 
the invader wa 3 none other than I. Somperyac Willard,, mat 
was a relief that permitted me to return to my original 
Panic of rush, and I whisked her into the living room and 
this in spite of the fact that she said she could stay but 
a minute, and I resumed with Helen . But two seconds later,, 
a six year old ebony number appeared at the door, --auanita s 
little Melviney, saying that mama say everybody s eatm . 

» • # 

Mr,il digested under such circumstances doesn t get 
much mastication, I must say. Tomorrow we shall try again. 

I sincerely appreciate your thoughtfulness in telling me of 
the circumstances leading up to the uncertainty of the pas* 
three weeks. It must have been most relaxing when the final 


I 
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decision was made • It is so pleasant to know that all that is 
behind us It goes w-ithout saying, of course, that I understand 
perfectly *about the wisdom in discouraging per sona.1 contacts 
from the uninitiated . The telephone, of course, is the only 
weak po<.nt but i is so easy to side step such an eventuality 
by remaining anon mous as regards personalities in the 
Gulf States area and I subscribe to your ideas on the 
matter 1 00 per cent, I passed along Dora s reference to 
Sarah Jones a 3 a matter of course, but, if I remember correctly, 
I think 1 pointed out in my own memo that I was quite in¬ 
different as to whether you acted on it or not, and in 
view of all the circumstances, I can so easily 
appreciate your ,position regarding such matters, 

I'm so glqd the persimmons are to your liking and 
that they didn t get ahead of themselves on the way so far 
as ripening goes. And thanks for tell ng me about the 
.gourds in the local shops, I'm so glad you mentioned the 
price, too, for I had been casting bout in my mind as 
to how much I might offer for some bi§ old ones a foot 
or twq long, should I find any on Blythe's behalf . My friends 
haven t located any as yet but perhaps they may f ind some 
in the hills and if such be the cast, I shall be gla.d to 
have the Manhattan price before I start dickering with the 
hill billies, 

I haven't harvested all of the larger ones as yet but 
I suppose they will be ready in another week or so. It seems 
best to leave them on the ,vines until the vines wither and die, 
for in doing that, the vine seems to seal off any chance of the 
gourd itself getting soft, 

I learned from Juanita today that Y, C,, her son, and 
of course a former secretary, is in a Shreveport jail, facing 
80 days in that institution, • It developes that on Sunday 
he was arrested for speeding in his uncle 1 car . If they 
gave white folks such sentences, vnptead of 2 dollar fines, 
things might slow up a little, perhaps, Juanita so id she 
had often cautioned Y, C . against speeding and if he 
felt he could take a chance that is alright and he can 
now take a chance on resting for 80 days as she isn t dreaming 
of paying any $80,00 fine, 

A billion other things to chat about, but my 
out-going mail to you today was so heavy, I had better stick 
to my policy of established length or you will be snowed 
under. Again my thanks for making me so happy with f 
your elegant letter, and now I shall turn to the day s mail 
which I shall do with mighty uncertainty as to what questions 
were asked and what addresses are required, thanks to Irma.... 


\A 

Wednesday, October J&th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : , 

The marvelous weather continues and so doesi the watering 
of acres of gardens, 

I find it so interesting that it is the Chinese magnolias 
which get less moisture at this season which put forth 
their flowers. Those within range of a hose retain their 
leaves, - as pretty a green as you could imagine, and hold 
back their buds for February blooming, I figure the others, 
feeling a touch of the drought., make a special effort to put 
forth thei blossoms with a view of creating seed before 
their lives are extinghished, Hone of them are going to 
suffer such a fate but obviously they believe in trusting no 
weak points . <. 

There was a letter today from a Mrs, Robert H, Johnson 
of Corvalis, Oregon asking for a Melrose Plantation plate • 

I suppose she must be some forgotten pilgrim but I can t 
remember, anything about her, including her coloring, if any. 

It is always gay to hear from Helen and apparently she, too, 
is finding her patience a little strained by the unpredictable 
doings of little Miss Ramsey, Surely Carolyn should have written 
me following her initial contact with la Storm, but what 
Carolyn should do and what 3he does is, of course, two quite 
different things, 

I can t recall if I got around to mention the death 
of Mrs ., Fanny Hertzog Chopin Cuillot last {light. She 
died yesterday morning. She is Miss Sally's si3ter-in-law, 
for of all the twenty five children of MathewHertzog, only two 
reached maturity, —4tiss Sally's husband and Miss Fanny, Tfie 
latter has been mildly coo-coo for 10 or 15 years. She 
used to present quite a problemen when visiting her old friend 
at Melrose along about 1946 or thereabouts, Somehow she had 
a perfect genius for hitting on a day when snnility was paramount, an 
trying to untangle the snarls the two ladies could get themselves int 
was often something of a chore. Her funeral was held this morning 

• • *' > 1",. X« 0 i. V 
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Thursday, October 15th, 1955 • 


a nd as the ladies across the fence attended the services in town, 
I did not see them at the coffee hour. 


I did a bit of reading last night, finishing m y favorite 
autobiography, —"The World of Yesterday . It is good to re¬ 
read it once in a while, for I forget this or that point in the 
times between. A publisher's note remarks that Zweig believed 
that everyone should keep a Journal for even the most prosaic 
lives have episodes in them that iqill be of interest to those 
coming after. The publisher didn t seem to endorse this concept 
but I am inclined to go along with Mr. Z. 

Your friend. A. Scourby, Esquire, reads the autobiography, and 
it was pleasant % to run into his voice on the next book I 
selected to run through. It is entitled "ijourney to Persia" by 
Robert Payne, or some such name and although I read but a 
couple of pages, I got the impression it is contrived somewhat 
in the manner of "Rome and a Villa" although not quite so colorful. 

As an impressionist sort of thing, however., I find it sufficiently 
entertaining to read through to the end, although I suppose 
I f should find Sears Roebuck or the Manhattan Telephone b ook entranci 
to listen to, —if read by your friend, x his voice is so wonderful. 

Another death of the river today was Mrs. Guy Cloutier. She 
was a sister of Alphonse Prudhomme of Oakland and a daugher in law 
of Mrs. Adeline Cloutier of Oaklawn. She leaves six children, 
two married, two in college and the 5th and 6th are around 
12 or 14 years old. 

Mrs. Wood telephoned me today, saving that two people in 
town had pointed out to her that Cane.River doesn't really make 
such a perfect curve as to encircle the inner rim of the Joyous 
Coast plate, as indicated in that composition ... Imagine. 

I told her to get in touch with.her informants and tell em 
to return their plates to me and that I would be glad to exchange 
them for a photograph of the river which they might like to 
hang on their walls instead of the porcelain. Somehow it 
reminded me of Clemence 's best picture, —the one in the African 
House done after the manner of Theodore Rousseau, at the first sight 
of which some dumb bunny declared : "I can't see anything in 

that picture, - there are five wheels on the baby carriage." 

• •' • ■* 

So much for Art appreciation on Cane River, less Art, 
less History, —more precission....... 


Memorandum j 

■ ri ;:o4 w ir: 

The marvelous weather still holds, with everything 
dry-dry but the temperature wonderful. 

I didn't realise until today what a magnet the 
hoop-la being stages in Hew Orleans for Saturday would be. 
Today's pilgrims were all heading in that direction, — 

.people from Montana, South Dakota, Missouri, Iowa and Illinois 
They were all pretty nice pjsop'le, too, and yet I wonder 
how so many husbands and wives can pull up in October 
and head out from such remote situations to have a 
fling at Saturday's Louisiana Purchase doings. 

Interruptions have been so castant that I have mis¬ 
place a note from Robina which I wax ted to much to send 
along to you. Perhaps I shall find it, and if so, I 
shall enclose it. But on the chance that I may not 
track kit down before tomorrow's mail, I shall 
mention that I was quite taken aback to learn that she 
and Hell Fish have sold their business and are giving up 
possession as of the 16th, I believe she said. I under¬ 
stand her heart began doing things again and selling 
out seemed the wisest thing . *She recalled that her 

home address is 825 and one half Wilkinson Street, 

Shreveport, La. 

I haven't the vaguest notion as to what her 
financial status is but let us hope it is 
adequate to provide for permanent retirement without 
any wlttieso odd the half dozen other letters in today's 
post which were of no account are sitting in plain sight 
while the single paragraph one from Robina insists on 
hiding, but I believe I covered everything she said 
in the above reference, to it. 

It appears to me the State Department has messed up the 
Trieste business and in view of the Democratic representative 
being elected from a Republican stronghold for the first time 
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in Wisconsin the other day, I have been thinking about 
some of the ineptness of the present Administrati on. It 
all boils down to something like this : 

Government is an Art, Business is a Science, 

The Republicans seem to have a fixation on the mis¬ 
conceived notion that, as Coi'lege and Hoover have stated, 
Goernment is Business, which it most certainly is not. 





For the most part, the Democrats of this century seem to 
have been greater artists in the Art of governing than the 
Republicans, might few of whom have manifested any Art m 
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■ t j w , . ■ cig Money in all the toy 

These big shots seeni to think the debit and credit 
of overnment should reveal financial profit or 
loss but preferably profit so that all the gravey could 
how flow in their direction, with the average citizen 
benefiting eventually when the gravey has trickled down 
their own gravey bowls have been filled to over flowing. 

Try ,as they may, and even as honestly as they might, they 
can t make it work because they are trying to make 
business methods fit governing methods and since 
the two things are quite different entities, they are 
getting along fairly badly and, 1 fear, lack the sense 

' this, of course, is old stuff, but 
sheer wonder that people who are so 
endeavor can be so dumb in another, 
business versus governement comes to 
of Henry Ford, I remember at the inception 
Administration when W,P,A was being con- 


to know why. All 
I repeat it again 
smart in one line 
A classic example 
mind in the case 
of the Roosevelt 


of 

in 

of 

of 


side red, Henry Ford, as an industrialist, was called to 
give his opinions to a ongressional committee and w he 
forthwith proved that if the Government should borrow one 
billion dollars for Public Works, it would simply go bankrupt, 
the Government bankrupt by expending a single billion on 
public improvements, There, indeed, was the business mind, 
the authority on business, demonstrating beautifully how 
little he understood any of it. 


l v ' 


The ladies next door are still going to morning funerals, 

I haven t seen them in days. One of Miss Fanny s sons would 
not go to her funeral but participated in a parade in the after) 
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Friday, October 16th, 2953. 


Memroandumt 

How nice to f ind your Sunday's elegant eppstle in 
today's post. 

And may I thank you for the many points on which 
you took the trouble to set me straight, points about 
which I had inquired, in some instances, and others 
about which I had not inquired, not knowing that 
somet things had transpired at all. 

Your splendid account of how East and West 
Berlin zones are maintained settled a matter about 
which I had long wondered, That a permit should 
be required before anyone can hope to transport goods 
from one sector to another of course accounts for the 
mass migrations of empty handed people. What a topsy¬ 
turvy situation all that must be. 

And may I thank you for telling me about Prerr 
Feuchwangler, his honors and his present place 
of residence • If Carolyn ever writes again, I shall 
"sick her" on to him, and I shall take occasion to 
, mention his presence at. Pacific Palisades to la Storm 
on the theory she might like to contact him, I'm so sorry 
Herr Zweig committed suicide, for it would be nice to 
think of him today at Pacific Palisades or some such 
pleasant situation. 

And may I thank you for sending along the clipping 
about impending doings in New Orleans, Oddly enough, 
about two minutes after I had read your letter, d 
telephone call came through from the Consulate, asking 
for elaboration on my last letter regarding the 
Natchitoches business, I gathered from the 
conversation that plans for the two days following the 
big scenes in New Olrens were still being formulated 
and that the Ambassador, Mayor of Orleans and so on might 
journey along Cane River on their way back toward 
Washington, I asked to be admived in advance so I 
might round up a suitable phalanx in Natchitoches to 
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P.S. - saw Madam Regard alonemSaturday and gave her your message. 

She was delighted, naturally 

X m 6350 

Also, -- the pecane advertisement in the Times will be on 
November 8th, 


do the honors, following the visit at Melrose, I 
am to be advised by telephone or wire on the morrow, 
Apparantlu that matter about which I have spoken so much 
is still "cooking". 


You asked about the animals. I think I have mentioned 
them recently. Grandpa seems entranced to have a couple 
of boy friend for playmates, and they play all day, —he 
and Inner and Outer Mongolia, and all three are as 
fat as butter balls. 


Just after Frank Edwards had tuned off last night, 

I heard a familiar honking and from the front 
gallery, facing the moon, I couldsee endless 

columns cutting shadows across the big old silver disk. These 
were the first geese of the 19 53 Southern migration that 
I have heard and they obviously are paying no attention 
to local weather predictions of "continued fair and warm", 
but are well on their way to their winter home before 
Jack Frost as made up his mind. I haven't been listening 
to W H, 0, Des Moines lately. Usually that station 
on riday nights gives full particulars about 
migratory movements up and down the Missouri. 


interruption: - 


tyurmmm.... .The telephone just rang. Again it 
was Irma, and for the life of me I couldn't tell which one 
it was. JFut this time it was the other one. I found 


that out when she said she wanted to t come "up" in the morning 


to bring a couple of friends. I don t like the idea 
but I guess I ought to be able to stand it if others can 
take the risk. The true is, of course, that one of the 
others is dying to establish a contact with 
the rival that would result in a "bust up", and 
that is one scuffle to which I should not care to be a party. 


I am so glad you told me about the Life article 
on Mississippi's most eminent contemporary writer. As 
you predicted, too, Sir Winston received the Hoble 
seems to me to be just. I want to talk about 
Memoires one of these eveings. So much to 


prise, 

his 

talk about.... 


whic 


Sunday, October 18th, 2953. 


Memorandum : 


How nice to find your Tuesday message 
post. How pleasant it is to know that all 
clear and no shadows be-cloud the communication 
channels. 


in Saturday 's 
roads are 


And may I thank you for telling me all the interesting 
things you had to share • I am always glad to learn of 
likely radio programs, too. I had stumbled over the David 
Ross half hour on Sunday nigh s and loved it but I had 
not be so lucky in the matter of the Theatre Hoyal and 
shall start casting bout for it tonight. I should 
so much have enjoyed the Gogol Overcoat. I don t know 
much about that author but should like to become 
better acquainted with him. Every once in a while I like 
to re-read his "Dead Souls" which is certainly a colorful 
picture of 19th century middle class life in Russia and 
I often think of his lines about the troyka these days when 
Hussia seems to be crashing through international highways , 
even as Gogol predicted in his opus. 


I don't seem to know much about the man himself, although 
I an under the impression he was a very lonely soul and 
that his life, both inside and outside his native country, was 
remarkably solitary'. 


And speaking of G(^ol reminds me that in his 
autobiography, Zweig mentions having done a study of 
Dostievski and the mere mention of it made me want to 
read it for, as you knoiQ, I greatly admire that gentleman's 
handiwork. Zweig also somewhat casually tucked in a 
phrase concerning his Erasmus that gave me pause, for he 
suggested that this study of Erasmus was in some way 
a self portrait of his own mind which ought to make the 
reading of the book doubly interesting. 
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Dr. John Kyser telephoned me last night to invite me 
to a ccompany him today to Shreveport to attend a meeint) 
of the Historical Society, Perhaps one reason why he 
wanted me to attend was because he had hoped that 
the Society might extend an invitation to the Texas Society 
to meet jointly in the Spring to discuss plans for 
pushing the two stutes of Texas and Louisiana into 
doing something heroic about the San Antonio-Hathciotoches- 
Hatchez Trace. I decided during out conversation 
that I would invite them to hold one of their sessions 
here and I think I can bring quite a lot to bear on 
whatever program we may formulate for joint State action. 

With i*oan as Chairman of the Hatchez Trace thing in 
Mississippi where millions have been devoted to the 
developement of that section of the Trace, I think I 
can readily bring up some of the larger siege guns to 
play on the point. As I understand it, the Hatches Trace 
was a more or less complete unit running from Hatches 
to some place in Tennessee and, quite apart from it, the 
San Antonio Trail was at the same time a complete unit 
stretching from Mexico City to Hatchitoches, This was 
the colonial aspect of the two highways and a third came 
into being when eoonomic and politcal considerations 
eventually emerged which seemed to make joining these 
two t oroughfares together, the result being the 
Hatchez-Hatchitoches Trace or Trail or Road or whatever. 

Dr. Kyser seemed disappointed that I declined his 
invitation to accompany him to the Shreveport meeting but 
altogether entranced at the aspect of things for the 
season ahead, the conclave suggested for Melrose, the 
enlisting of political forces in two States to back 
up the project, —friends in Austin pushing the 
Texas big wigs and through Ora, who is a friend of 
the Louisiana Govfhnor's sister, lining up such 
powers with RoanJbo lay down a barrage and a pattern as 
already demonstrated in Mississippi as to what can be done if 
the thing is really backed up by public interest and political 
pressure. Well,, we shall see, 

% 

Rosalind Aswell came to spend ihis afternoon with me, 

Jimmy is in the Shreveport hospital suffering from pleurisy, 
stemming from his broken ribs. She spoke of her studies 
in Vienna in the 1920's, Lehar's interest in her and 
her little boy, - Douglas (Melvin( Jr,, etc., etc. She came 
depressed but departed rather happier, I think, and 
pilgrims demanding some of my time gave her a chance to relax. 


Monday, October 19th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Wednesday letter in today's 

post, 

I'm so glad .you find the finished Joyous Coast items 
look alright, and I appreciate your thoughtfulness in 
telling me how neatly little Lestan's spelling came through 
Probably nobody will ever notice it and you may be sure 
I haven t bothered to call anybody s attention to it. 

This machine, or rather the ribbon has been kicking 
up a bit, so if a big void suddenly developes, don t 
be surprised. I shall try to find somebody to change 
the ribbon within the next day or so. 

Before it fades out, --1 hope, - let me hasten 
to say that the Hovember 8th day for the pecan notice 
in Tfie Times has been altered. How it would appear it 
will not make.it before the 20th, which, to my way of 
thinking, will make it too late,,but that is merely an 
opinion. I shall give you a definite date, when it 
comes to hand but I think the 21th is correcnt, — 20th 
of Hovember, of course. 

The enclosures speak for themselves and say little. 
Apparantly Caroline feels bound to see the Kleisers or 
she wouldn't have written the note. I believe you 
saw my last letter,to her. It must be admitted her 
response was comparatively brief in contrast thereof, 
which is perfectly alright, I shall write her 
tonight, assuring her that I shall pass her message 
along to the Kleisers. 

I believe I neglected to say in yesterday's note that 
Saturday morning's tour for la Montespan and friends 
went off smoothly, J. H,'s luck held throughout. 

Celeste left at 7 o'clock for a day of Shopping in 
Alexandria. I told h\m at 8 of the impending visit. 

He appeared annoyed and said he would see nobody as he 
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would be in town on business, I was but mildly surprised 
on reaching Yucca with the tourists to find him on the 
gallery bearing whiskey of which he never takes any and for 
which 1 always give way to wine whenever possible. The 
ladies, however, indulged in the gift package, 

But speaking of one thing or another, this reminds me tha 
you are being honored with another visit and may it 
not be to whirly-gig, Surely you should be permitted to 
catch your breath between times, and I suppose 
Thanksgiving day will be a holiday and an excuse for 
student frolics in the great city, —I hope not. 

And may I thank you for mentioning photographs, 

It would be nice to be able to send a few now and then but 
as I have been conserving them of late, I shall have 
to turn through them to see which are in ample stock 
aid which aren't and, if T may, I shall advise accordingly. 

It is to kind of you to think of all these things, 

I am a little non-plused by the sight of a couple of 
things lary Pringle has done with milk glass and her 
potter's wheel which Dr, Rand urged her to acquire and 
work. If this ex-school teacher has contrived the 
things which have been shown me, she is altogether deft in 
her first attempts, I wrote her to ask if she would 
like to attempt the African House as t a toy bank, even 
though Rudolph explained that wouldn t be functional, She 
says she thinks she can do it, I shall be interested to 
see, Por if a model can be turned out, 1 might be 
a ble to get Rock hall to give me a quotation, ock Hall 
or some such house, I think the thing couldn't be sold 
in quantity but it probably might enjoy some popularity 
locally and is accordingly worth seeing so far as the 
model is concerned, 

* 

I finished "Journey to Persia" and liked all of it, 

I was gently floored by one word and am still wondering if 
an error could have been made. Referring to an ancient 
building of huge wooden pillars, the archiologist remarked 
that before long it would undoubtedly become the prey of 
the boll weevil. The word ^appeared twice, and of course 
I assumed that in Persia as else where it was the termite 
that caused such havoc. 

It has been a nice day because the weather continues 
fine as a setting and beso of all your nice letter,,,, • 


Tuesday, October 20th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find not one but two envelopes in a 
familiar hand today, 

. 

And may I say how fervently I am holding the thought 
that you may not be too bogged down by visitors or at 
least a visitor during his stay. 

It was so thoughtful of you to send along the clipping, 
I enjoyed it so much, I may have mentioned before 
that Dr, Carman, one of the best minds I ever knew, was 
denied membership on various international conferences, 
including the Versailles one simply and soely because, poor ; 
nobqdy had ever taught him table manners, I'm glad I 
don t have to deny assistance from local associates 
because of that particular reason. 

And may I thank you on J, H.'e behalf for having 
sent along the advertisement concerning pecanes, I 
did not see him at supper but shall run into him in his 
office on the morrow and I know he will be appreciatvie 
of your thoughtfulness, I know not if we do business with 
that San Antonio concern , "Long John", a 6 foot 
6 inch raw boned Texas number who has purchased and hauled 
pecanes from here to there for years was here for 
dinner the other day, ostensibly buying the pre-crop 
gatherings which are never very much • I must ask if he is 
with that outfit, 

I am so glad the air mail came through nicely. It is 
odd that fheenclosures came through before the memos did, 
for both envelopes were mailed at the same time, T 
trust that both eventrually reached your true hand, and I am 
still wondering what happened to that missing page from 
sometime last Spring, 

I just discover I seem to have stirred up a 
curious margin on this side of the sheet, I shall 
elongate the aragraphs a .bit on the reverse. 
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Wedne sday , Dctober 21st, 19 53» 


The only drawback about doing business on a shoe string 
is that one seldom gets further than the length of same. 

But it's more fun doing something amt than nothing and so 1 
wrote a letter to Mary Pringle, outlining an idea which, if 
carried out at all, —although I didn t tell her so, - requires 
an initial undertaking on her part. 

I was so impressed by the work she has recently done with 
her potter's wheel that I thought she might be willing to 
stir up a sample for me that might eventually be productive 
of interest with Mary sharing whatever small income might 
accrue. 

t - - ' 

What 1 have in mind, —of all things, is a paper weight 
in the form of a boll of cotton, made out os something or other 
resembling milk glass. At least the color of milk glass and 
cotton might have some suggestive quality, - the one for the 
other. I,don t know if she is capable of making such a thing, 
and I shall want to see her in carrying out the general design. 
Then, if she can make a few of them, I could send one to 
..ock Ball, as mentioned yesterday, and after getting a quantity 
price, offer it to the Cotton Council with the recommendation that 
they buy hundreds or thousands of them as gifts to Editors, Radio 
Commentators, Teachers, large store uyers, ~:-iJ so on, —a milk 
glass paper weight for their respective desks being a constant 
reminder of the South's staple. This might be too subtle for 
the Council to comprehend or approve. That is one chance to 
be taken t My idea would be to place one of the hand made ones 
on J. H.s desk when he is out and leave it there for two or 
three days. J. H. Williams is also a member of the Council, and 
I could get Ora to "plant" one on his desk . hen, before 
the meeting of the Council in Miami in January, see to it that 
all the other members receive one. Thus each member would be 
acquainted with the item and, being familiar with it, might re¬ 
act favorably to the suggestion that the Council invest 
in scads of them as a permanent gift to various people in the 
country who might be influenced by association, and, in the 
mean time, I shall have rounded up prices on quqntity production, 
so the matter could be pushed forward or dropped like a not 
potato. It is for Mary to decide if she wants to fiddle with 
the initial model. I hope this all is fair and not too crack¬ 
pot. Bon t you think a cotton boll paper weight would be nice.... 


Memorandum j 

* 

A busy day, lovely and warm and tremendously dusty, or 
perhaps the latter is only part of the haze that may in part 
be due to the 50 forest fires said to be going at the moment. 

1 

"Davenport is the name" a husky Texan announced along 
about 10 o'clock this morning on my gallery. "I told „ 

my wife you would remember our tour here three years ago. 

% 

Imagine. 

But, in spite of the Texa3 breeze, they turned out to 
be very pleasant people and as they are searching a bout 
Natchitoches for a house to buy, they will eventually be 
Parish neighbors, I suppose, and they have already begun 
planning dinner parties i„ my hon or • 

Imagine that, too, if you can, - with a straight face. 

A telephone call from Mrs. Peyton Cunningham, grand - 
daughter of Pierre Emanuel, or perhaps Great Granddaughter, 
voiced her appreciation over the Joyous Coast plate. She 
told me something I thought quite interesting, in view of 
the fact that the Ambassador appeanrly hasn t made it up 
this way, —she said that several of the old families of 
the Parish had taken,up the matter of the representative 
of atchitoches Parish which had its meeting three 
weeks ago with a view of sending someone to New Orleans 
forlast Saturday's hoop-la. It seems, —and this seems 
incredible, that Lestan was the person of their choice and 
that the State Representative and Senators from this area con¬ 
curred but that there was a lot of behind the scenes business 
started up by one single family and as the wife was determined 
to be the Natchitoches representative, —the wife of a 
prominent planter living awfully near Beaufort, the 
mistress of the latter plo.ce was substituted for the original 
person selected. It seems to me this is as it should be, 
so far as choice is concerned, for after all, Lestan is a migh' 
new comer and Beth has a lot of ancient Natchitoches blood in 
her veins And another point to be considered is the fact 
that Lestan.seems to get along alright with everybody, old and 
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Tursday, October 22nd, 19 53. 


while adam eaufort gets on with nobody, ancient or modern, 
and since there would probably have been much regret 
expressed by some people, no matter which individual was 
chosen. It is better all around that somebody fairly unpopul 
was selected. Besides, even as I can t work up much enthus¬ 
iasm about going to Natchitoches for dinner, so neither, one 
conclude, would Lestan care much about heading out for 
the Crescent City. None of this is of the 1 slightest 
interest, particularly in view of the fact that the , 

celebration of Saturday last past is as dead as last year s 
door nail, but I pass it along regardless to keep you 
abreast of non-consequentid insignificanes on 
the local scene. 

Last night I finally cot the records in proper 
sequence in "Brain Surgeon" by William Sharp (Viting) 
and now, at long last, I am beginning at the beginning, whid 
I may say so, is not a bad way to begin any book. I 
like it very much and the references to F. B. R. and to 
spouse of same, although brief, are all on our side. 

As no book can be printed without error, it would seem, I 
take it one such appears in a paragraph referring to * 
racial discrimination of a train at Meredian, Louisi an a 
which surely must mean Mississippi . As this book was 
published in 1952, I assume the author may still be 

living . 

Charles Cunningham telephoned today to ask if he might 
use some of the material in the Golden Anniversary issue 
in the forth-coming program for this year s Christmas 
Festival in town. Naturally, I said he could use anything 
he wanted to. 

Juanita's wandering boy, I. C. got out of the 
Shreveport Jail, - I know not who paid his f ine, and he 
returned here to help pick cotton today. That will not 
last long but Juanita is happy while it does. 

A letter from Mary Pringle indicates she is coming 
up with her sister and Blythe on 1 'riday» I shall write 
her tonight, asking that she try to avoid mentioning 
cotton bolls to at least one of her companions for 
I should like to "plant" the paper weights a few days on 
the desks of at least two members of the Cotton Council be- 
for releasing the idea. So things turn and may I do 
better on the morrow...... 


Memorandum : 

We are promised "widely scattered showers" for the morrow, 
and if the promise is kept, the sensation will seem novel 
enough. 

It will contribute nothing to harvesting of the cotton 
which even under favorable weather conditions will probably 
run into December. But a few drops of rain and the 
pecanes will start cascading and cotton will accordingly have to 
take a back seat for a while. 

In spite of a fairly busy day with people, I did 
get some mail read and I shall either enclose some or send some 
under separate cover, although none of it is of great 
moment. I think you will find some items interesting, however, 
such as the ones from Hollywood and Pacific Palisades. 

I think you will agree the Hollywood one is splendidly 
contrived for the type of travelogue it is intended to be. 

I have forgotten its date and may have been written shortly 
after .the ladies reached their destination. It is interesting 
that it doesn't mention Miss Ramsey. Caroline or Carolyn's is 
interesting primarily for what she does have to say about 
the ladies. Apparantly . they are hitting it o. ; f alright. I 
must say I was mildly surprised that Kay and Aunt Willie f 
passed up Briarwood. That no doubt accounts for Caroline D. s 
failure to mention them. I am glad I skipped mention of their 
visit, too. Until. today's news concerning the journey, I 
h a d assumed they had gone a couple of hundred miles out of 
their way to stop at Briarwood and at this bend of the river, but 
as Briarwood was by-passed, it appears I was quite wrong. 

Now I regert that I didn t be-stir myself to do something about 
supper but they were hours late in arriving and I was under 
the impression they would try to make Briarwood before it 
was too late. It seems to me I did give them coffee or some such 
and I hope they didn't find me too inhospitable • 

And having reached this point, guests appeared, having 
negotiated the garden readily enough, thanks to the big moon. 
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Friday, October 83rd, 19 53. 


They were from, the Chamber of Commerce . I had 
promised to help do a "bit of editing of the material 
going into this year's Festival Program which in part will 
incorproate much of the material employed in the 'latchitocftes 
Times special number of last March or whenever. I 
had expected to do this at the close of day but not well 
into the night, but the weather being pleasant and a pressure 
for copy stemming from the printer, tonight seemed the 
magical moment. 

This afternoon I was altogether delighted at a bit of 
medical advise proffered gratis by Clemence to a California 
pilgrim who chanced to be here when Clemence streaked through 
the garden. Th,e man was perspiring freely, and as he mopped 
his brow, remarked that he wished he knew what would lessen 
that tendency to ooze so copiously whereupon lemence, with a 
view to helping the gentleman, told him the guaranteed 
met o d to eradicate it. She said it was simple, ——merely put 
some water in a basin and set same under the bed before folding 
Bo this for 9 consecuttive nights, leaving the same water 
in the basin, but removing basin each morning to a dark 
corner in the room, returning it each night, and on the 
10t,h day y 0 u wont be a sweatin no mooe. Of course the man was 
enchanted .and Clemence departed, delighted that she had helped 
the poor gentleman to solve his problem. Clemence, if you 
don’t mind, is a sight. 


A long letter from Mrs. Stirling, containing so many 
questions that I shall have to retain it for reference in 
making a series of responses, also contains a clipping she 
asks me to return. It had to do with Lois Lester speaking before 
q Farm and Home gathering at L. S. U., and although Mrs. Stirling 
is very careful in the choice of her words, one concludes that 
in reality it was Lois who was the prime mover in keeping the 
Oakley pot boiling. Mrs. Stirling also reports that the nieces 
of Lucy Mathews offered the State first choice in purchasing 
o block of furnishings from Oakley but the State declined to 
bid although it is expending money to buy furnishings. In the 
lot offered were silver knives, forks and spoons belowing and 
marked with the Pieie initials, and a sliver cup beaming 
the name of the beautiful Eliza. Odd the State ioasn t interested 
in these items for Oakley. Bo you reckon perhaps then never 
heard of the Piries. So many things to go into but i h a 
better forld for this sitting . 




Memorandum : 

• 

I think I have the date correct, although the Pringle- 
Hand contingent didn't appear and as they had written they would 
be here on ''Friday, the 84th", perhaps my calendar is wrong or they 
are carumba.. 

* 

The promised rain of yesterday never arrived here although 
Fort *orth got an inch and a quarter and the clouds have kept the 
thermometer donw to the 80's, and I suppose we may or may 
not get a sprinkle tonight or tomorrow. 

My telephone rang before 9 this morning, the operator 
announcing that Alexandria was calling. Then came a voice : 

"This is Irma........" t 

It put me in mind of other telephone calls and other appearancei 
unexpected, on my gallery. Little Miss Somperyac Willard wanted 
to know if she could spend the afternoon with me. She could not, 
since the Pringle-Hand posse were anticipated. She asked for 
Saturday. “That was out, too. How about Monday. That would 
be.fine, —and after I putth.e receiver back on the instrument, 

I found myself hoping that Hobina wouldn't select Monday as a 
magical day to spend here. 

< » 

And then the telephone rang again and it was Long Bistance, — 
William Hughes of Little Rock, Arkansas, asking if he and his wife 
could come on Sunday. I told him I believed we were scheduled for 
rain. They didn't care. Sunday is such a busy day. But if it 
is worth their while to travel from there to here in a rain to spend 
an afternoon, that is just fine. 

Half the world, —perhaps across the fence, too, will be journei 
to Shreveport to the State Fair,.I imagine, which will be just fine, 
so far as I am concerned, but the killing part of it is that 
half the travelers from South Louisiana will be stopping off 
here. Frankly, I contemplate Sunday and Monday with scant enthusiast 

I got into a nother tangle when Br. and Mrs. Joel Fletcher from 
Lafayette appeared on the gallery about 8 o'clock. They stopped 


9 
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Sunday, October 25th, 19 53, 


just long eno 
slab of unive 
they not rush 
appear at any 
a hurry and c 
hand her p a 
They had inte 
had gone by s 
be entranced 
Blythe never 
a hurly-burly 


ugh to s ay Howdy and to present me with a huge 
rsity manufactured American cheese, I suggested 
on but linger a few moments for I expected Blythe 
moment. They said they had to make Shreveport in 
ouldn't wait but if I would be so kind as to 
package on their behalf, they would be entranced, 
nded s topping in Alexandria on their way North but 
ome other route, I, foolish me, said I would 
to pass the thing along for them. And then 
showed up and I am left holding the package. What 


to 


Between the two telephones this morning, the master 
cP peared at Yucca, He explained the lady across the fence was very 
nervous and would I see if I could do something, I would. 

And so there was a dab of saline solution with the coffee and 
my shoulder was pretty damp before I got out. Everything is upside 
down primarily, it would seem,.because the gas stove tends to 
put out more heat than is expected when using the oven. How one 
has the nerve to sport such luxuries as are set forth for such 
a rea 3 oh, I cannot imagine. Come to think of it there was 
an other nerve racking experience for the lady, —somebody simply had 
to strai ghten the top drawer of the desk in the living room where 
several addresses had been been placed in no kind of order at all, 
ou can readily envision how horrible life can be. Between sobs, I 
was asked if I never had anything to worry or disturb me and I 
explained that I supposed everyone has some but that mine were always H 
minor jnatters, A couple of servants were tip-toeing around and poor 
Madam Regard's hands were shaking like leaves in a winter's blast, Fr\ 
the clerk I learn there was a long session at the gaming table 
last night in town and I suppose this may actually be an 
act put on by the wife to reprove the husband for staying out 
late. What a pity she can't concentrate her tears on him , But 
since he never objects to her weekly devotion to the gaming table, sh\ 
really can't complain too much on that score, hence the in¬ 
direction, I suppose. At best it is tiresome witnessing and must be 
ly so reading about. 

And so we head into another week end Per^.aps the rains will 
keep down the flow of pilgrims and the clouds somehow convey shafts o 
sunshine across the fence. As for myself, I have a stack of letters 
to write and I should like to read a bit, too, butreckon I will 
make but modest strides. Bo hope there's peace at Lyme,,,, 


Memorandum : 

It's rather late and if this note trails off into 
nothingness, just cahrge it off to sleepiness, 

» 

» 

The promise of rain never did deve'lope but since 
Texas has been getting bountiful supplies of moisture during 
the past three days, I reckon it will eventually reach us, 

. The Little Hock people, Mr, and Mrs, Hughes, arrived on 
schedule, - 12:10 this noon and departed about ten minutes 
ago, —my clock points to 11:05, so you may imagine I have 
had quite a prolonged session, 

I was sorry to learn by Saturday's post that Mary Pringle 
had had to. forego her "Friday, the 24th" visit because her 
87 year old father had just been whisked away to the 
hospital with double pneumonia, I shall send Blythe 
the package which the Fletchers left with me for Friday de¬ 
livery, 
a Hand, 


for there s no telling when one may or may not see 


This morning pilgrims appeared from Amarillo, Texas, 
but I gave them only a quick go-round as I was determined 
to hear the Invitation to Learning and what would be said 
a hout the Cicero orations, .Picture my disappointment when 
at 1 0:30 it was announced the program hour had been 
changed to 12:05, Somehow Columbia seems to jockey that 
program into hours that never suit me, for we dine at 11 :30 
across the fence and I am never back to home base before 
12:40, 

But Celeste and J, H, were "studying at out" going to the 
Shreveport Fair this afternoon and we accordingly dined a 
little earlier than customary and I was pack home by 12 0:5 
in time to hear the opening announcement when, precisely at that 
moment, a tap on the door indicated the arrival of the 
Hughes contingent. 

They are congenial people and it was good to be with 
them but so many people passed this way during the afternoon 
who had to be given considerations, - -friends of this or that 
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Henry, business associates and personal friends, that I never real 
did get a chance to catch my breath, and could only 
scurry away for a little while to give Madam Regard a little 
attention, and then fly back to my guests. 

Lots of pictures were taken and some of them, I 
think, may turn out to be interesting, Little Rock brought 
tons of equipement including enormous flood light con¬ 
traptions which illuminated the gardens like day, 1 wonder what 
colored neighbors for miles may have thought was going 
on, Just another atom, I suppose, and turned over and 
went back to sleep, 

I learned something hilarious on Saturday when Mrs, Coombs 
passed this way to call on me with information concerning 
reading machine potentials which she learned while attending 
aWelfare Conference in Baton Rouge la3t week. She learned 
from the assistant director of the State office that some 
years back quite a bussing went on in Baton Rouge as to 
my racial status, one side maintaining that my letters revealed 
me to be white while the other faction pointed to my card 
in the State Welfare files covering Reading machines, that 
I was a negro, Don't you love that. Of course I was 
perfectly delighted at my unexpected classification. 

The assistant director told Mrs. Coombs- that for no px apparant 
reason the subject took on an unwarranted interest and 
finally when Dr. ~ycock had to ma-e a visit to Shre >epott 
on professional duties, it was decided,, after some persuasion 
on the part of the factions, that he would stop off at Melrose 
and learning first had, settle the matter once and for all for 
the home office. Picture the disappointment of half of them when 
on his return, the Lestan card had to be changed, the word 
"colored" replacidg . by that of "white". 

Somehow this recalls to mind the firm belief of Miss Hate 
Davis of Natchez that Miss Cammie was a niece of 
that distinguished cane river mulato, Madam Aubin Roque and 
therefore a direct descendant of Grandpexe and Marie Therese, etc. 

One naturally wonders how I was designated a negro on the 
original card in the Baton Rouge file, 1 can t imagine, 
although there was a mulatto, Dubreuil, of Melrose, possessed 
of a reading machine about the time I acquired one, and 
perhaps Baton Rouge assumed that everyone in the Melrose 
area was colored, I giggle in my beard at the thought 
of how much fun Lyle would have had with all this incon¬ 
sequential business, 

An-d noio I must call it a dayfor tomorrow will probably 
be fairly busy and frankly, I'm sleepy. Do hope your week end 
gave you a bre thing space . 


Monday, October 26th, 2953. 


Memorandum : 

Lol an inch and a half of rain fell between 2 and 5 this mornin . 

I was so sleepy when I finally got to bed last night, however, 
that I didn't realize the blessings cascading from on high until 
I awoke an hour before, dawn. 

And with the morn, the clouds evaporated and the balance of 
the day was all sunshine. 

And it was busy, too, although not quite so continuous 
as yesterday. 

What did my heart the most good was a couple of pilgrims 
from Dallas, a Mr. and Mrs. Rankin or Renkin or some sucfy, They 
are rather 60ish, and he is probably a retired oil magnet or 
ranch owner, or some such, a business man who has probably 
never gotten around to let his keen mind wander much from business. 
Mrs. Renkin had had a chance to dabble in the written word down 
the years and had read Saxon, Kane and so on. 

They were heading toward ^ew Iberia and thence to the coast 
where they planned buying a place where they could go occa3ionally 
and contemplate the Gulf, fish if so inclined and generally loll. 

After we had brushed Plantation Parade aside, the thermometer 
of enthusiasm began to rise, and it mounted progressively as the 
tour advanced, --the big house, the Studio, the African House, Yucca. 

The latter entranced Mr. R, He was so fascinated by Grandpere ' 
grandfather clock he asked me if he might borrow a chair to 
stand up and peep at the works from the little side door. He 
was delighted. H e described the various types of things he saw 
and could date them from the lQth century. He said he knew 
little about anything but business except for clocks of which he 
had made o specialty, He said the clock was of the greatest merit. 
I told him it was in Grandpere 's inventory at $5.00. He said 
at the very lest, quite aside from its historical virtues, it was 
worth a thousand, and never to seel it os long as I could hold on 
to it. K 

I told them that frankly.1.was preseed for time and that they 
' must come back. They said tney should so much like to. And then 


L 
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to his wife he saidi 

"This first stop on a Louisiana plantation just finishes the 
trip so far as I am concerned. We will go on and carry through 
our program but if we had never gone farther than Melrose, that 
would have made the whole venture worth while. 

I alwasy consider the pleasure afforded people of this type, 
especially people with a soul which has never had an opportunity 
to e xplore the highways and byways, the best investment of my time. 
Like Mr. Wordsworth's daffodills, Melrose will often remain to afjor 
solace and pleasure to Mr. R. 

La Williard arrived just as the Renkins were departing 
and as we exchanged Howdies, J. B. appeared with tow Indonesians, 
whom he presented to turned over for dinner, along with Dr. 

Curtis of L. S. V. These two dark gentlemen are among fourteen 
in this country, observing varsious economic and agrarian 
customs with a view to introducing them into those fabulous 
islands off somewhere between Asia and Australia. The table talk 
was good and Juanita was enthralled by the appearance of two gentlem 
at table , --two gentlemen of color almost as dark as her own in 
company with a white lady end gentlemen. Her delight, although 
perfectly concealed, was in the fezes they wore throughout the meal. 
Their conversation was carried on in flauwless English, which is 
doubly-impressive, since most of the school in Java whence they 
came were Dutch, I believe. 

Dr. Curtis and his friends over the coffee cups confided that 
J. H. had sjowed them a couple of strange buildings behind the big 
house but that he had traveled so fast they couldn t comprehend what 
wore all about, although they wer intrigued by their appearance. 
had another tour and they seemed to enjoy it. 

After they had departed, 1 took la Milliard to Clemence s house 
She, in overalls, was picking pecanes behind the bambboo beyond 
the white garden, and seeing us, came to dispense hospitality. Irma 
was entranced with whatshe saw and promptly brought three. I 
was amused to note that the plates in-the Cane River series are mfl 
the Hunter endeavors. Her color work is quite nice and at long 
last she has s truck on what I have been trying to jockey her into do 
including local houses of distinct architectural design in her creat 
After Clemence's, we tried to call on Alton Johnson, the wood carver 
but last night's rain had bogged down the roads too much and we shal 
that again sometime. Dy 6, little.Miss Milliard was on her 
way to Baton Rouge, guests having arrived for.supper and time for me 
search in vain for secretaries. ‘ihus spun the day and may tomorrow 
be as satisfying .. 


Tuesday, October Z&th, 19 53. 


Memorandum •• 

A cloudless day but cool in the mid 60 's. 

Tomorrow they resume picking cotton but yesterday and 
n c . 1 #,^ today they did well with their pecane gathering, perhaps 
vfo- Y fourty or fifty thousand pounds. I believe the point is 

to let those remaining on the trees "stay put until 
a later rain, wind or cold snap sends them tumbling,-- 
probably several hundred thousand pounds. 

The latest word on the Times advertisement is that it 
will appear on the 8th of November. Big old trucks have 
been whisking them away to Dallas, St. Louis and so on during 
the past couple of days. It is wonderful to see how many are 
in, knowing as one does that it is only a fraction of the 
crop. 

I ■uess all the secretaries got lost in the scuffle whic'i 
doesn't bother me in the least as the mail thus far this 
week appears to be from sources of scant importance. 

A while back you were so thoughtful as to mention additi i 
prints. I think one picture the Hughes Sunday visit brought 
forth will perhaps carry a lay-out that may be worth 
reproducing. I suppose it may come to hand in a week or 
tend days and if so, and it proves to be any ood, I 11 
send it along. Tfhen it does go to the photographers, I 
would be glad to have a couple of Lestan, taken in Paris 
in gray trousers, ——the one with the head turned side ways. 

I had in mind sending one to Dora and perhaps one to la Storm 
later. 

The one taken by Mr. Hughes was taken inside the African 
looking toward the plantation desk, the Ca.ne River plates in 
the background on the wall. Lestan is doing a bit °f 
desk work and Grandpa is lending a hand at the book¬ 
keeping. It's probably a sight but it may turn out hilarious 

Much of the table talk at the moment is the 
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Wednesday, October £8th, 19 53. 


stockmen's cavalcade to Washington iti an effort to get 
a price guarantee on cattle prices, Everyone thinks Secretar 
Benson is right in refusing J, H . says he is perfectly right 
al though he as 3 um.es that sooner or later Benson will have 
to withdraw from the Cabinet, Last night I heard 
the newspaper man from St, Louis, —Brandt or some such name, 
a fairly correct statement on other aspects of the Government 
to wit, that the democratic Administration was made up 
primarily of politicians and professors who discussed moves 
in advance to give public opinion ±a an oportunity to 
make itself heard whereas in contrast, the present Republican 
Administration, mo.de up primarily of military and 
business men, effect their policies before they are 
announced, therebye obviating any discussion until after 
the fact has been accomplished. 

Celeste saw Madam Beaufort in town on Saturday, She 
told Celeste she found her ooyous Coast plate so divine 
she didn't bother to a cknow'ledge it but decided to put off 
mentioning it until she could come down and talk about it. 
That's about the thinnest alibi I have heard thus far, 

> 

You may notice the name of Father Digby of Louisiana 
in the papers shortly, for I understand he has just re¬ 
ceived a summons from the McCarthy committee, He 
has addressed the Welfare Conventions here in years gone bye 
and has pointed out that with all the riches God bestowed 
on this world, there was no e xcuse for the enormous concentra¬ 
tion of wealth in the hands of a few and such abject poverty 
as the lot for others, I chanced to hear him over the 
W W L (Columbia) station of the Roosevelt Hotel in Hew Lrleans. 
last week when he took occasion to describe the outrageous 
poverty obtaining in the homes controlled by the great 
moneyed interests, mostly banks, controlling the vast 
sugar industry in Louisiana, I suppose some of the bankers 
complained about him to Wisconsin Joe and now we shall 
we what, if anything, comes of it. Perhaps McCarthy as 
a Catholic, has sufficient influence with the Church to have 
Father Digby unfrocked, but it is doubtful if even the Senator 
has the strength to silence Father Digby, although McCarthy 
may in all probability get all the headlines whilll Dilgby will 
only get the sack, 

\ „ 

» 

Tomorrow is beauty parlor day what with the ladies studyi 
about going to Mansura for a prolonged week end, —All Saints' 
and so on. It's all so exciting, especially on the Montespan 


Memorandum : 

Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's 
post and to learn that you are making it alright again. 

To have had a cold on top of visitors is a little 
too much but it is heartening to know you have overcome the 
one, and by now, I hope, the other. 

And may I thank you for having taken the trouble to 
provide me with the quotation from The %‘imes. I want 
to read it over again, for I think it has provided me 
with an idea, --so many of my ideas stem from little 
Miss Lee, directly or indirectly, but I want to re-read 

it before I comment on it further, 

• • 

hope you are having the same pretty weather we 
are enjoying, —cloudless and cool, with the effects of 
Monday's rain continuing to keep down the dust. 

Ora came down this morning to have coffee with Celeste, 
Madam R e gard and me. She had telephoned yesterday to ask about 
the possibility of buying some Hunter canvases, I told 
her I would take her to view the collection for herself. 

She has recently enclosed a gallery giving on the river in 
town, - a room about the size of the back gallery at Yucca, I 
believe, and this she has converted into a dining room. 

Over her $ buffet, she has ranged the Cane River plates and 
after she had seen the lady doctor's framed Hunters, - either 
in her office or her home, Ora decided she would like to 
use a couple in her new dining room. She found precisely 
what she wanted and Clemence was delighted to make the 
sale, and, as she told me later, - Clemence, - "I heads out 
for the store to gets some new shoes and a new rag to 
make me a pretty hat for winter", 

Ora mentioned the wife of a merchant in town who has • had 
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a new bridge, recently set by a Shreveport dentist, come 
loose. She wrapped it in Kleenex and put it in her pocketbook 
and waited a couple of days before going to Shreveport until 
her daughter, suffering from hayfever, could ± make a trip 
to she her physician, so mother and daughter could both 
be worked on at the same time. On the way to Shreveport, 
the daughter was sneezing madly and her mother kept supplying 
her with fresh Kleenex, and finally throwing the whole 
gob out of the car window when it was used up. On reaching 
her dentist, she suddenly realized she had also thrown away 
her bridge, too, and so the appointment ended before it began 
and eventually mother and daughter headed toward home, deter¬ 
mined to find evidences of the white leenex along the 
7 5 or 80 mile highway. But of course they hadn't thought 
much about the h.arvcst season and were accordingly di streesed, 
on sighting something white along the shoulder of the road, only 
to discover it was cotton that had fallen off some trailer. 
Cotton abounds all the way from Shreveport to Natchitoches 
and accordingly they stopped millions of times on 
seeing something white along the road t If they had 
saved each handful, they might have collected a ble, —but 

never did they discover the Kleenex containing the bridge • 

* 

This afternoon Mr, and Mrs, Stirling dropped in from 
St. Francisville . Thisoas the first time I had met him and 
I thought hi m ver V pleasant. She wanted him to have a 
little look at things of which he has heard so much. 

They were a little pressed for time and so could not 
sit down for a chat . I should have liked to have them 
stay longer, but they wanted to make a 5 o'clock ferry across th> 
Mississippi and so naturally I did not urge them to linger. 

When living in Manhattan, I discovered that some people 
always push courtesy for departing guests to the point of 
keeping them lingering long after the guest really wants to 
depart and ever since then I have always made it a point to 
provide wraps immediately when anyone makes a move toward 
the door. Some people are obviously sspx surprised at the 

alacrity on the part of their host in making it possible for thei 
to leave as soon as any manifestation has been made in 
that directi on « but endless au revoirs wear out everybody 
concerned, I think, and hence the dispatch with which I 
always endeavor to consumate the business, 

You will enjoy Helen's letter fsl can find it, I am 
not looking for week end company with enthusiasm, —it will take 
me years to get over Sunday's prolonged sitting, but I do 
think it would mean much to Helen and I shall transmit a 
green light, hoping the while that the holiday season im¬ 
pending may prevent her from making it now,,,,,, 


Thursday, October 29th, 1955, 


Memorandum : 

The lovely cool weather continuesand the promise for 
the week end is the like pattern obtaining since Monday, 

Dr. and Mrs. Knipmeyer passed this way as usual ttl is 
morning and when, after a few minutes chat, he mentioned he 
saw a couple of ladies approaching, I moaned something 
about pilgrims and stepped to the gallery to investigate, 

Picture my surprise in discovering them to be none other 
than Robina and Mrs. Nellie Regan, the latter the sister oj 
Annie Gibson, 

* * , 

The ladies were as surprised at my surprise as I was at 
seeing them, for Robina had written and posted, a letter on 
Monday, telling of their plan to come to spend the day. 

The letter hasn't come to hand yet, 

I thought Robina looked plump and in good health but 
even as you, I, too, noticed that her hands tended to 
3 hake a bit. She says the doctor finds she is doing fine and 
ha3 a .good chance to live happily for years, 

• • 

The Knipmeyers went on .to dine and Magnolia and the 
ladies remained here, and it was all very pleasant. Re 
did a little tour afterward (dinner), and then, as Robina had 
been commissioned to purchase a Hunter for some friend inWa f kl 
we- skipped over to Clemcnce's house where a pretty canvass 
readily located to everybody's satisfaction. -ome 
to think of it, Clemence must be. doing pretty well, what with 
her Old Age Pension check, her cotton and pecane picking and 
her pictures sliding along smoothly enough. I believe 
I. S. Willard purchased two or three. Ora a like number and 
Robina one, averaging a little better than one a day 
know not what money was involved in I suppose she may have 
rounded up somewhere between 25 and 35 dollars which is 
bound to make her happy about the whole situation. 

I think 3 he is beginning to realize that bem$ situated so clos 


I 
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its advantages for I imagine a heap more people, 

i i a n .• U ^ n n Y 11 f* n 


the African House and at Yucca 
advantage, what with paintings 
African House, she probably ^gets 
when "taking care of Manuel s 






to Melrose has 

having viewed her artistry in 
where they probably appear to 
by an African appearing in an 
more immediate patronage that 
cousin" up Bermuda way. 

There was a letter from, —of all people today, -- 
Madam Beaufort. I hope I can find it but I doubt if there 
is much chance, what with all the hurly-burly, but I 11 
run up on it one of these days and pass it along. It was 
merely a bread and butter thing but I didn t know she could 

write, - hence the amazement in receiving it. 

Ora told me Beth is causing no end of trouble in the 
Williams family. It seems she visits her mother and brow¬ 
beats her into giving her checks and her mother cannot 
resist her daughter s cajoling. Mrs. Williams s expenses 
cost the familysix or seven .hundred dollars a monthand 
R. B. feels Seth has no right to be milking the estate 
for her own benefit, especially asBeth i s married, to a 
man of substance and as she spends money like o drunken 
sailor. Of course Beth is most careful never to tell her 

husband how she is getting check out of her mother a.11 

the time. She pulled a new trick the other day in typical 
Beth style. Mrs. William has a Metoyer boy for yard man. 

Beth got her mother to make out a check for $200.00 
to the yard boy and then, taking it to him, told him to go and 
ca 3 h it and bring the money to her. fortunately the boy 
went to R.S . instead of to the bank and so the cash wasn t 
forth coming. As the boy expected, Beth is now gunning for 
and setting up her mother against him, all of which merely 
reveals what sort of disordered mind Madam Beaufort is 
posseased of But I can think of nothing more Sister-like that 
riqqing up things for her own benefit by making a sacrifice 
out ofn innocent person of color. In short, Madam Beaufort 
is a bag. Fortunately she. left for Hew Orleans today and gonei 
from there to Washington and so will not be around to trouble 
people for at least a week. 

I might go over to the big house to* chat a while with Dr. 
Alben who is spending the night here, or perhaps I shall merel\ 
bead a page from Chute s "Shakespeare s London and call it a dc 


hiv 




J 


Friday, October ZOth, 19 53. 


'(emorandum : 

How nice to find your pleasantly plump envelope in 
today's post. Along with several others from thither and yon, 
it is resting safely in the armoir for another day s delight. 
Dr. Alben had all my secretaries picking pecanes from 
, the trees on t which he is experimenting and I suppose 
every mother s son and daughter may find themselves with 
a pocket full of money and the honkey—tonk a—beckoning. 

If I had picked pecanes from dawn to dusk, I suppose I could 
think of more entrancing things to do that bother with 
other people's mail and thus reason^ the secrtaries, 1 
suppose. 

The weather continues all blue and gold but the 
thermometer didn't get. above the 60's today. Last 
night we had our first fro$t of the season and while it 
did little or no damage to the greenery, it somehow jitted 
in nicely with the honking of the great flocks of geese 
passing over nightly and sometimes well into mid morning. 

I am vastly impatient to read all of John Mason 
Brown's "As They Appear" which came to hand yesterday. It 
seems to be a compilation of essays or book reviews or both 
and so well turned out in the first one that I would 
gladly undertake exploring the whole 22 pages at 
a sitting. Your friend, A. Scourby, Ls ,uirc, set3 the 
merchanidse on to the counter and very pleasantly he arranges 
too. * 

I only dipped into the first* article which has to do 
o^bout the labors of somebody whose name sounds like 
Wilmot Lewis to the life of Horace Walpole. As I 
understand it, Mr. Lewis has presented a view of his postivn 
in relation to Walpoleana in a book by Knopf or Viking 
entitled "Collector's Progress", or some such, which he 
seems to have found time to write in spite of his pre¬ 
occupation with collection everything perta Lning to 
Walpole and annotating Walpole papers for Yale Univeristy 
which has already brought forth 14 volumes of his papers, 
and plants 28 more volumes before finishing the job. 

The Lewis place is at Farmington, Conn., where all the 
Walpole things, - papers, letters, books, pictures, etc., 
have been assembled by Mr. Lewis on his own hook, and 
he plans to leave the whole business to Yale. 


I 
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The Mew ork Times telegrap hs i is impossible 
w run ay pecane advertisements before Christmas, and 
so you need look for non^ • Odd, «. _at this late date, to 
have sent the message so late. 


Sunday, November 1st, 19 53. 


This book of John Mason Brown in its first page 
reminds me a bit of that book I mentioned a while back having 
to so with the adventures of the Boswell papers, the <nse 
forgeries and so on. And as I read of Mr, Lewis and 
his interest in Walpole, I found myself hoping his 
Farmington collection may contain some or rather all 
the odds and ends of correspondence I once enjoyed so much 
that passed between Strawberry Hill, --*Ae Ualpolff estate 
in England, and Chantloupe, the property of the ^uke de „hoise 
and his sister, the v uchesse de Gramont, I never visited 
Stawberry Hill but I have pulled around over the rumns 
of Chatbupe down in the Loire neighborhood, Pehhaps ± have 
dwelt on this fabulous chateau in other memos. It was 
conceived and executed in almost royal fashion through 
funds supplied by the Princesse des Ursins during her dommati 
of the ourt at Madrid and although she never occupied it, 
it was the home of her blind brother, the Due de Noirmoutier, 

I never traced the abstract in all details from the IT through 

the 18th century, but I was happy that the Choiseuls owned 

it in the 18th century and maintained the estate in 

h.andsome fashion. Perhaps the prise understatement 

about the place was made by ’’adame de Granmont when 

she invited Joseph 2nd to visit it when he wa s in 

France visiting his sister, Marie Antoinette, She 

mentioned the neighborhood to the Emperor, remarking 

that "nous avons une chaumiere la-ba", Now, Chantloupe, ij 

you don't mind, was certainly some chaumiere, Mr, crown 

doesn't mention the names of any of Horace Aalpole s 

correspondents but he does say Walople was the epitome 

of 18th century England and perhaps as much might be said 

for the Choiseul-Gramont menage, I disposed of my 

Stawheery Hill - Chcntloupe letters years ago and it 

pleases me to think that at long JLast they may be resting safe. 

in Mr, Lewis's colonial home in Farmington today, 

I saw the ladies before they took off for the week end in 
Mansura, They were distressed they failed to see liobina 
and hellie Hagan yesterday, Celeste remains quite high strung 
these days and somehow she jockeyed herself into almost jeel in< 
that it wasn't her fault that she had to be disappointed 
in being in the road yesterday and so missed the callers,. 

Poor thing, forever in hot pursuit of gaiety and usually 
coming abreast only with gloom, I have a couple of appointment, 
for Saturday and Sunday, but I am hoping I may find a heap 
more time to myself and John Mason Brown this week end, and 
may some such pattern be that of little Miss Lee, too,,,. 


Memorax dumt 

How nice to have your letters of Tuesday and Monday, — 
and don't i sk me why I placed them in that order, for actual 
I skimmed through hem hurriedly in their right order. 

The pecane-cotton combination has made the secretarial 
business so whimsical that I can but grab at bright eyes 
when they pass* this way, what with regularity of schedule 
having been knocked into the middle of next week. 


I chanced to have several 
end at various times, but they 
by white poeple, and of course 
mail for the Ethopian section 9 
myself t/je pleasure of reading 
Saturday s frolic drains the i 
helpers and I am likely to get 
was no exception but pilgrims 
so I shall net an equal amount 
Monday and Tuesday letters on 
I hope. 


pairs of good eyes over the we 
were personal calls, and 
I always save my confidential 
Accordingly I denined 
your letters until today when 
pocketbook of the colored 
much offer of aid, “Today 
kept interruptiong, and 
of pleasure in reading your 
the morrow i n more leisure. 


JZut in advance of a more careful perusal I want to say 
how glad I am that comparative quiet has agaifl settled over 
Manhattan and I am hoping this week end was comparatively une 
ful. 

And thanks for mentioning receipt of several communicati 
from this area, I had begun to wonder if the memos 
made during the interim were making any headway toward their 
destination, since, actually, they should have been received 
at the same time a communication ? u mentioned as coming 
to hand in your letter of last week, was received. But just 
so long os they reached your True hand eventually, that is 
all that matters. 

And isn't it nice that Vn u had a little break at the ofj 
too . If only those siily conventions would last for weeks, 
it would be so nice. 
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Monday, November 2nd, 19 53. 


I'm. glad you liked the ideas concerning the project 
or projects I have in mind to get started through the 
models that lary Pringle will contrive so 1 may submit them , 
to some manufacturer for quantity prices. My thought 
n bout the paper weight is to get a price quotation for 
„Uantity manufacture before presenting the idea to 
the (otton Council, so that if they endorse the idea, the 
ordercan be placed by the Council, -—in writing, — and 
then the go ahead signal can be transmitted to the 
m a- ufacturer . Perhaps nothing will come of it, but it 
will be fun trying. I might contact a wholesale gift 
house in Hew York regarding the African House, and I might 
0\ * not. M ar y Ryan, t Inc., of 226 Fifth Avenue used to handle 

' stuff, but 1 don know if she is in business yet. And bes\ 
t ere are lots of other chanels through which the thing mig 
be merchandised. Perhaps some arrangement may be made with 
1 Pringle so that she would be able to make a few to try ou 
in gift shops in Louisiana at some fairly high price before 
giving a)xy thought to quantity stuff. In the mecti time, 

I may have sent you la Pringle's letter, indicating that 
her father has been returned to his home in Lecompte . Appal 
the pneumonia was ovei come alright but now a kidney distur 
has everyone in an uncertain frame of mind. Natural ly la 
Pringle will not undertake paper weights and toy banks whil 
such conditions obtain at home, although perhaps her fafiher 
will improve shortly I hope, or perhaps she will find 
that fiddling with such things as I have designed 
will take up a bit of the time that otherwise would be 
expended on worry # With her father at 87 it would seem 
such difficulties*as he is having would bi pretty telling, 
miracles keep right ,on happening and so perhaps he will 
come thvvugh nicely and with a suddenness of recuperation t 
will delight everyone. 

I was pleased to dine alone today with . H. while the 
ladies are n South Louisiana. He spoke of several things, 
including the fact . that Pat's mother is becoming a problem 
that she has become an alcoholic her husband will not 

let Eugenia's bother have her treated for that 
affliction. It seems Pat's brother isq or rather Eugenia' 
brother, --Pat's uncle, is quite rich and would be delighte 
to look after his sister if only the husband would permit. 

This is a dull letter but i'll try to do better on the 
morrow when I hope there will have been fewer pilgrims..... 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely day with All Saints and Halloween behind us 
having somehow scuttled by without having made much of an 
impression this year « 


It was so kind of you to recall in 
anniversary of the past week t I can re> 
in Manhattan with such clarity, the nip 
windows at Lord and Taylor's t the gray 
colar and..., .au revoir. And. the nices 
is the clarity with which it remains in 
although there were gaps, of silences in 
before a satisfactory connection had be 
seem tof ade out of my memory as, with 
last evening in Manhattan burns ever br 
be so. 


your last letter the 
call the final evening 
in the air the pretty 
coat with the gray fur 
t thing about it all 
. my memory, and 
, the days that followed 
en established, those sp 
the passage of Time, the 
■ ighter. May it forever 


My grapevine tells me that three mechanical cotton pickers 
are helping harvest the crop across the river today where a hug 
. L i, expanse of staple never seems to get picked before Christmas. 

Wwf" According to report, it will be garthered before the end of 
, , the week at the present rate. This of course represents the 

\a \ beginning of a tide which will in all probability sweep away 
many a household by the time another year has come and gone. 
There's something a little sad about it, --the thought of these 
simple souls set adrift to find a mooring in some other localit 
which can never really represent home for them, but it is 
those of us who lift our eyes to the dawn of tomorrow who are s 
and not those who will be most deeply effected. As a matter of 
fact, the rooting up .of old ties will probably represent an 
adventure to be welcomed with glee because of its novelty for t 
and only with later times will come the nostalgic memory 
of life in the deep South. I suppose all innovations 
bring the s ame^ dolorous contemplations and all of us would do b 
to try formulating the betterments that may follow, perhaps 
not in qne generation but in two or three. 
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I was at the store about 3 o'clock. The clerk told me 
the ladies had just returned from their week end in M a nsura 
and that he was glad the workmen had just finished installing 
a new ice box across the fence before t e travelers got back. 
Hew car, new ice box, new places to go,, ,, ,and somehow it 
all reminds me of how the Madam used to say how envious 
she was of ladies who could get such unbridd'led joy out 
of buying a new hat,,,,,.if only pleasure could be assured by 
flouncing to tom and acquiring a bit of new headgear, 

I talked with Ora on the telephone today. She said their 
family had spent the week end at home instead of attending 
a football game some place or other. It seems the whole 
family came down with some intensinal complaint, not due to 
food poisoning and that half the town was suffering from 
the same malady, due, perhaps to a milk or a water infection. 
She said the lady doctor, busy as two bees in view of the wide 
demands occasioned by the difficulty, was distracted when 
she learned she had to absent herself from town for five hours 
attend to some business in Alexandria on Saturday afternoon, < 

accordingly contacted another doctor, asking him to fake over 
her patients to which he readily agreed. On reaching Alexandr 
she telephoned said doctor to give some forgotten recommcndati 
for particular patients and to her amazement, was informed by 
his office girl that said physician had gone fishing. Imagine 
She thereupon telephoned the hospital and instructed various 
nurses to attend to the several duties during the interim 
of her absence. I had heard in recent Government reports that 
cosijs for medical attention had advanced recently but I 
don t remember anything having been said about the shortening 
of hours by the physicians in order that they might enjoy 
greater freedom for their practice of the piscatorial Arts. 

From Sam Peace, I learned today that three different sets 
of pilgrims had tried to make the front gate last night 
(ifter 5:30 but had been discouraged when he told them he didn' 
know where I was. I am glad he thought that one up. By 5:30 
at this season of the year, night is beginning to cast a suffic. 
shadow that would preclude all hopes of getting in a tour 
, before utter darkness had set in. With no moon, what people 
expect to see at such an hour, I cannot imagine. I'm so glad 
Sam knows how to lie ....... 


Tuesday, .November 3 rd, 19 53. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and warm with a promise of rain for the 
morrow. Singling Brothers, scheduled to present their 
circus in Alexandria on the morrow will not like that 
weather report so much. I had thought the Rands might 
m a ke a round on Wednesday afternoon but the rain isn't 
promising and besides, the grandchildren will probably da 
a go at the circus, therebye affording their elders and ex¬ 
cellent excuse to head out,for the big top. 

I saw the ladies momentarily at the coffee hour and 
I was surprised to hear Celeste voice her happiness at beini 
back home. She said she is getting too old to enjoy flying 
up and down the road all the time and, in the same breath, 
spoke of several jaunts she is planning as soon as she 
can catch her breath, —Miami and so on, which sounds 
like road running to me, and contemplated with enthusiasm. 

, I am not going to do much mail tonight for 
after reading a while, I want to keep awake long enough 
to see what the election returns may indicate. My guess 
is that the final tabulation may suggest that, as Mr. LincoL 
expressed it, "you can't fool all the people all the time", 
but that,is merely a guess. 

I did a bit of r reading last night from Chute's 
Shakespeare's London. Perhaps it is the recording artist 
in part who succeeds in making the book remind me of 
the Britannica for bulk of information and absence of 
inspirational style. But theBritannica is a good place 
to get information and so is the Chute opus. 

When began reading the book, it suddenly dawned on 
me that actually I knew next to nothing about the subject. 
If I ever did know that the Bard of Avon had married a 
ujoman 8 years older than himself by whom he had a child six 
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Wednesay, November 4th, 19 53. 


months after the nuptials had been celebrated and that 
there was a subsequent accouchement which brought forth 
twins, I don't ever recall having heard anyone mention 
the Shake spear twins, suggesting that I must have associated\ 
with people who knew or cared little about the details 
of the Shakespeare biography, 


I 

by the 
I am . 
on the 


the 


of 

in 

by 

to 


c: 


don t know why 1 am forever being enormously impre sse\ 
amount of traveling that was done in pre-steam days, 
For instance, English players enjoyed a great vogue 
continent, and references are made to the popularity j 
English actors when they performed at fairs held 
German cities where the actors were wonderfully impressed ;i 
the sedateness of the German women. And there is referen\ 
English actors welcomed at Elsinore by the court of 
Denmark, and how the King of Denmark provided two English 
with a carriage to convey them, following their Elsinore 
appearance, to the court of the King of Saxony % All this 
gadding about was in the 2570's or 1580's when France 
was being convulsed by the religious wars under the 
reign of the Valois kings who seem to have functioned 
mostly under the supervisions of the Queens, 

Nobody in those days made more than the equivilent of 
three or four dollars on any plays they wrote. One wonders 
why they bothered writing them, Shakespearis income 
came from his acting and apparantly ; he was a very gifted art 
on the boards. As for his plays, they were popular and 
because the public came to see them, each member of the 
company made money, byt Shakespeare got no more than 
other members of the cast. The whole set up seems wonderful | 
odd and unfair to the author butShakespeare never seemed to 1 
do other than take such arrangements as matters of course, 

» 

Nearly all his associates in the thea rical grop of 
which he was a member seem to have led sober, domestic lives 
and most of them owned houses in London and had children by 
the dozen, Shakespeare never set up an establishment of his 
own in London but did invest his earnings in Stratford 
real estate, I am looking forward to learning more about 
that aspect of his interest, what happened to his children o] 

Forgive this literary evening, I fear it makes mighty du j 
reading but 1 like talking over such things with you,,,. 


Memorandum ; 

• 

We have had a fine little old drizzle off and on all day, - 
not enough to create a puddle anywhere but just enough to soften 
up the ground a Utile, Tomorrow we are promised more and I 
hope m y doubts about such good luck are withou fondation, for 
an equal amount right now would just turn the trick for me when 
a heavy frost make it possible to start pushing things about at 
Arenbourg and Yucca # 

Among the other blessings accruing from the drizzle was ai 
endless parade of secretaries, giving me an opportunity to 
explore a stack of stuff hurriedly I am hoping for 
a like phenomenon 0 n the morrow whin I shall go over things, I 
out today, with more care, and after that if any seem worthy 
along, I shall do so, \ 

■As for yesterday's Democratic sweep I was of course deli\ 

I thought the most profound but most impblitic remark made coni 
the matter was made by Chairman Hall of the Republican National 
Committee when he said that "our party is in trouble", 

And while putting one's finger on the reasons for their tro 
difficult, I think 0 ne of them is caused by the mix-up in 
statements that have too often comes from various members of the 
Administration, One good case in point was the remark by the 
Secretary for Air, —perhaps his name is Talbot, who said the Sp 
bases just acquired by the Uni teed States would be used to stock 
atom boms while five^inutes later the Secretaries of Defense an 
both swore they wouldn t be, —and even if they were, theywouldn 
admit it. Such contradictions by people whoought to know the 
answers must tend to create uncertainty and Jack of confidence i 
the public mind, 

of the Administration giving away to the big 
14 billion dollar investment of the public's 
point, but on a different front. The 
gravey such as the synthetic rubber works, 
the talk about giving mway T V f A and so on, a 
me wondering why somebody doevn t coin a neat 


In the matter 
jpower combines the 
is another case in 
passing out of the 
the big dam sites, 
this tends to set 
phrase about Christian doctrice urging gifts to the 
and the Republican doctoring of handing billions to 

» t • » • » . 


poor 

the milliona 


L 
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On thing I liked about the braodcasting of the election 
returns was the absence of the hysterical element and the 
seeming sense of balance that the net works I listened to gave 
in relation to other news items. 

And speaking of the radio, I am reminded of a Chicago broai\ 
I heard last Saturday night. Colonel icCormick of the Chicago 
tribune was spilling his weekly trivia in a senile fashion 
that made one feel shame-faced for him. The rounds of applause 
that follows each statement suggests an enormous clack must be 
forced into the theatre where these exhibitions are given # His 
program was devoted to perals of wisdom he had selected from 
the great administrations, prominent among these were 

somewhat elaborate quotations from General Grant and 
General McKinley during the Presidence of each gentleman. Noth 
by way bf a statemanlike quotation had ben found covering 
the past 20 years, the olonel explained # Imagine, — 
lots of wisdom in the. Grant Administration, noting in that 
of F. D. R, I felt like taking pen in hand and writing V G 11 a 
letter, asking if not a single man could be found in Chicago wh< 
would have the courage to tell McCormick he no longer 
is qualified to clutter up the air ways with his senile tomfool < 

I probably have mentioned before that Lyle used to t a'lk ab> 
the paper attached to the bill board in the Times Picayune offii 

"Those 37*o Ought To Be Dead", -- 

« 

whereon this or that reporter or feature writer would jot down 
the name of this or that particularly offensive personality 
getting into the news, I should be delighted to append the nai 
ofColonel McCormick on anybody's behalf, including own. 

% 

I was glad to hear Raymond Swing on the E, Roscoe Morrow si 
tonight, I believe this is the first time I have heard Mr. Swi) 
in 1 5 years and I like him. Don t ask me what E • Roscoe was 
doing 1 50 miles off the East Coast on an a,ir craft carrier, Pe\ 
one thing that makes him a good reporter is his havit of 
turning up in such unexpected places I think he would he doint 
almost as well if he would do less hipping about and devote 
a little less time to the reporter's role and a little more to 
that of the editor, And so, having complained about 
everything in and out of sight at this sitting, I guess I had bt 
fold . 


Thursday , .November 5th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

I am sorry to report that the promised rain did not 
mate;ialize But it was pleasant to see the sun again 
It seems io me. a new moon ought to be peeping over 
the bamboo hedge to-the west, but perhaps it's a little 
early for it so far as Hovembcr is concerned, 

In the post with this letter, either enclosed or 
under separate cover t I am sending some mail na ne °/ 
which is important but some of which you migfit find pleasure 
and difficulty in wading through It is good to hear from 
Anne who is worthy of admiration*for undertaking the job 
of correspondence which, as m y secretary explains leaves on 
a little uncertain some places. 

As for the letter from Tfekks I wish I might run throug 
again but I.think I am write in understanding he has a readi 
machine and that he is currently engaged in running through 
Henry Adams' Chartres and Mont Saint Michael I notice 

I spiiled Michael in the English fashion whiKhcertain 
sounds odd when I say to myself the first two in French and 
the third i n English, 

Be that as it may, so far as the oddity of sound is con 
I find it even more odd if these things have at long last be 
recorded. I perhaps mentioned years ajo that I was 
in the habit of writing the Library of Congress on that 3<Xor 
quite endlessly, -and then finally gave u v after never heari 
from them m regard to the items # It seems certain 1 
should have noticed their listing, had they appeared in 
Talking Book Topics, recorded, --but of course I could have 
missed it m In view of all the racket I made over such a 
long period on this subject, it wouldn't have hurt the 
Library of Congress to advise me when they finally made up 
their minds, Perh ps we toil not in vain when we keeping 
digging them about t?ie Saxon and the Proust "opi", although 
if the do record them but fail to list them, I'm not sure 


) 
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we shall get much pleasure out of them unless, through chance 
we eventually stumble over them unwittingly • 

I am sorry that Rock Hall can't give me 
any suggestion on the milk glass thing, I suppose 
I shall have to begin the rounds again with Corning, As I 
recall, my first effort in that direction led to a "run arou j 
wherein Corning recommended some manufacturer in Indiana 
and the Indiana manufacturer tossed me back ot Corning, 

This time I shall start on a different tack, 

I am so glad you mentioned the succeeding volume in the 
Churchill Hemoires, It's going to be fun looking forward 
to reading them, I shall re-read the last volume again 
before long, trying to do so before the recording of 
the current one is released # It seemed to me in the first 
hurried reading that one which I think he called the 
Grand Alliance he somehow succeeded, either intentionally 
or unintenti nally of damning F, D, R, with "faint praise", 
especially as regarded the Italian campaign, 

While at the Post Office this morning, M I learned 
tbiat although the better pecanes this year aren't 
too good,, I asked that a sample, —regardless —be forward 
to QQ8 and was advised that your name was already on the 
list of out-going items, I reckon this must be Celeste's 
doings, I mention the matter in accordance with custom 
30 that you . g e .'■<*. ?» < < f. nee „ r • ‘ c t . 

Reii.inih w v . r „ moment to the Churchill matter, I would i 
remark, as I mqy have done in previous comment, that 
it seemed to me Hr, Churchill f surely inadvertently, put 
himself in an unfavorable light so far as his judgement was 
concerned when he complained bitterly that the Americans at ■ 
time of the Italian landings, refused to give him some troupi 
to capture of if the Greek islands, and then, a little furtht 
along, remarked that the Italian effort taxed every 
sinue and every man and ton of material at hand was needed 
to make the attempt a success. Instinctively one cannot hell 
asking what disaster might have befallen us if his request f( 
the Greek enterprise had been granted. 

And may I thank vr) u again for the clipping about 
Diana Hopkins, Fate somehow gave her such tempestuous 
adventures in childhood, may the good Lord make 
her emergence into matrimony solid happiness all the way 
through . 

_ ) 
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Friday, .November 6th, 19 53. 



Lemorandum : 

1 

It's air - ish outside somewhere in the 50's t< I suppose, 
but the air is .bubbling over*with ozone, I am just back from 
a trip over to the big house to raid the ice box and was 
impressed by the brilliance of the stars. Just as I returned 
to Yucca, Dr, Grady of the college in town called on some educational 
matter and asked how I was enjoying the down pour. It seems 
that 25 miles up the road, they are having a fine shower in 
contrast to the cloudless heavens obtaining here. 

The sun was brilliant, --a hard brilliance as it always 
seems when the thermometer is low and the breeze brisk, I had 
to go to the store this afternoon and just as I stepped 
inside the front gate on my way back, a car came along and 

stopped, I turned back when some voice _ a female one unfamiliar 

to me, inquired if a tour was possible, I stepped up to thee ar and 
did not recognize the speaker who turned out to be one of the 
two or three Hrs, Staffords of Alexandria, with Blythe seated 
beside her Die game lasted not more than two or three minutes 
which was Iwo or three minutes too long, 

Blythe wanted some palm leaves and grouds t She said her 
brother, Horace remains in the hospital, both eyes bandaged. One 
eye will not function, there is hope the other will. His misfortune 

was caused by diabetis which no one realized he had, least of all himsei 

until he had gone to the hospital, She said she was having 
lots of fun with him, as, for instance, two or three days ago, she 

did his nails for him and when she had finished, told him the brilliant 

red liquid nail polish she had applied, iq 0 ked wonderful, She 

said he really believed her and , got terribly nervous as he concealed 

his hands, asking everyone who came to see hi m just how bad 
the crimson p 0 li3h 0 „ his nails looked. It is 'impossible for 

me to conceive how a person like Blythe can be so lacking in imagination 

as to fail to comprehend her victim's situatio n and how such 
a thing can be funny, 

I read a little more from the Shakdespear and London book 
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last night which is more about the London theatre than Shakespeare, 
but learned several things of interest # There was mention of 
the death of Queen Elizabeths death and the succession of Mary 
Stuart's son, James as King. I didn t know before that vames, 
although vigorous mentally, was unable to stand, although, and 
for that reason it is sugested, he liked to ride. I didn t 
know before that this King James ^ n whose reign the King vames 
version of the Bible was brought out, was himself an inveterate 
theatre goer and had the Shakespeare group present plays at 
the royal residences ever so much more frequently than Elizabeth had 
done If King James didn't think much of the play, he was want 
to get up and leave the middle of it, —or sleep through the whole 
performance Sis taste in „lays, however, may be judge perhaps, 
by the fact*that>he never marched out of or slept through ai y of 
Shakespeare's creations. Like Reubens, the painter So Shakespeare, 
the actor, was an astute business man, investing his earnings in 
real estate, mostly in Stratford-on-Avon, where all his transactions 
were carried on with wisdom and astuteness . He purchased the s econd 
finest house in Stnatford the grounds of the mansion embracing two 
barns, two orchards and a fine garden to which he retired on leaving 
the stage a few years before his death at the age of 5 2.1 3 at ‘' er 
the property he had inherited from his father plu3 farm lands he 
had acquired as investments, all contributed to provide him with 
a very comfortable income. He was lucky having 'been born 
so that his maturity was lived 6wb during the reigns o Elizabeth 
z nd James, for already the Puritans were beating the drum that 
would eventually close all theatre and within within about 30 
years would not only have eliminated the acting profession 
but the head of James' son, Charles to boot. 

Well, so much for the literary aspect of things. On the 
home front everything seems rosey on the domestic side. his may 
be due, in part to the fact that tomorrow is Home Coming Ba.y at 
the college in which the lady across the fence always participates 
in the all day activities. TJiere's some other frolic for 
the following week, and some pilgrimage business on the 89th, and 
not the least of all, the hubbub on December 6th for the turning 
on of the lights, with somewhere along the route the old turkey being 
tossed in for good measure. 
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At supper tonight, there was talk of scoundrel dealers in 
Cloutierville buying pecanes stolen by Melrose inhabitants, 
and that may or may not lead to some sort of a business, -I hope 
So things turn as the week end draws to a close. My it hold a 
heap of spare moments of relaxation for little Miss Lee . 


not. 


1 o 


Sunday, November 8th, 19 53. 


Memorandum • 

It was between 7 and 8 this morning, 
a mile a minute on this machine, hoping to 


stack of letters before 
the telephone rang. 


the wheels really 


I was galloping 
knock off a 
got to.turning when 


"Pilgrims", I muttered 

the receiver, _ instead of 

in an astonishing business 


to myself and laying hold on 
saying "Hello", I clipped out 
like mannert "Chamber of Commerce ", 


A hoop went up from the other end of the wire. It 
was Ora who for a couple of minutes simply couldn't get 
hold of herself. She had seen some things on the T V last 
niglit she thought I would, be interested in and wanted also to 
tell me about the storm y 0 u all were having yesterday # 

It drizzled here all day yesterday and was chilly, but 
this morning, although the chill remained throughtout the day, 
the sun shone with brittle brilliance, bringing plenty of 
pilgrims but, oddly enough, not a one who had gone to 
the trouble to make appointments earlier in the week. I suppose 
I had told everyone not to keep the appointments if it r ained, an 
I suppose the Saturday drizzle canceled Sunday as well as Saturda 

After supper tonight, along about 7:30 or 8 J. H. 
started out of the house just as I was leaving ^is table and 
asked me if I would'care to drive with him back in the Little Riv 
neighborhood to have a look at the pecane situation He has 
a search light that plugs into the cigarette lighter on the dash 
board, and he drives through the orchards, sweeping the 
trees over vast territories. Why he does this, I wouldn't know, 
since anyone could see the search light coming for miles. 

And then, too, what with the new moon not yet above the Western 
horizon, I can't imagine how anyone would attempt picking up 
pecanes. But I was glad to make the little tour with him and to 
about aspects 0 f agriculture generally He feels mechanical 
cotton ppickers are inevitable for all* plan tati ons within the 
immediate future and says both pickers and gins are sufficiently 
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improved, to raise the grade of the ginned cotton sufficiently 
to make this method profitable and that one year s harvest 
by a picker practically pays for the machine• he was at 
a party of the river gentry last night at the Guy Cloutiers, whe\ 
were gathered such large planters as the Williamses, the Cloutie j 
Henrys and so on, e said everyone agreed that cotton pickers 
were"about to denude the South of tenants, He feels that 
pi natations are on the point of getting bigger and bigger as 
the smaller farmers are squeezed out, unable as they will be to . 
invest in the cotton pickers that cost about fifteen thousand 
dollars, and cqud-ly unable to secure sufficient manual labor to] 
harvest the crops they may raise on limited acreage. He says 
he hasn't any idea what will eventually become of the tenant fam j 
but supposes a few intelligent people of color, capable of opera\ 
machines, will be all that remains 0 n the soil # He says 
F, D, R, tried to save or stave off the swallowing up of 
the small farms by the big plantations but, I gathered, 
the "change in Washington will take care of all that. 

Thus it appears one stands on the threshold of another era j 
again, as so often during the past couple of thousand years, 
the big get bigger until the burst and a new arrangement re¬ 
places the old tendency or civilization of a particular brand 
simply goes to pot. Within my own time f 1 have seen mules give 
to tractors for cultivating purposes, with vast migrations 
of human beings northward, flow it appears the North has absorbe 
bout all it is likely to a nd now the mechijaical picker will 
eliminate the field worked and as there isn t any point in 
migrating anywhere, the solution of that developing problem may 
have to be inaugurated right where it is being created. In many\ 
ways on a cotton plantation, the raising of the staple followed 
the same pattern as had obtain during the past 1 50 years, I am 
I had an opportunity to observe it and to recognize the 
advent of the transition. There will be heart ache ahead for 
many a soul but things have a way of righting themselves in 
the end and perhaps something qkite to the good will come forth 
but not, I fear, before the present administration, has jockeyed 
things in such a way as to give the big shots an opportunity 
for at least one -more big grab before re-distribution begins aga 

Last night I thought of that old Bolshevic line about 
religion being the opium of the people. And what made me think j 
was the fact that I began re-reading 'little Marcel s Swann s W a y, 
finding I nike it just as much as SO years ago and that while I 
'‘should have been attending to correspondence, little Marcel's brl 
was just the opiate for me to let the letters go so long as 
that inimitable combination of Proust interpreted by Scourby was 
available,••••• 


Monday, November 9th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

The cloudless skies this morning found me holding the 
thought that the same could be said of those of Manhattan 
and that the major evidences of the,week end storm had all 
been eliminated before travelers to midtown were astir. 

At the moment we seem to be under a cold frontal attack, 
and tonight we are promised a low of 32 degrees, --a promise 
that seems most likely since the thermometer didn t creep above 
the lower 50 f s during the day, 

I took precausions against Jack Frost by covering 
a few things, - camelias, butterfly lilies and such like, and 
if they come through the night intact, I shall enclose a butterjly 
in this letter. As in the case of grandiflora magnolias, so 
with butterfly lilies, it seems to me their perfume is altered siig. 
as the season progress, although this may be pure i agination on 
my part It strikes me that some of the July sweetness of 
the fragrance gives way to something more spicey in November, 

I wonder f± if you event noticed any subtle variation in 
the faded flowers, 

I was pleased with the Morrow report tonight on the 
present status in the case of Browne'll-Eisenhower versus 
the late Harry Dexter White, Actually, I suppose, although 
Mr, Morrow didn't mention it,,it is more a case of Eisenhower 
and Brownell and McCarthy against Mr, Truman and the Deomcratic 
Party, It would appear to me off hand that the epublicans must 
have felt they had just about touched the bottom of the barrel 
of public popularity if they can think up nothing better than 
to dig up a corpse, years in its grave, trotting a it out 
as a horrible spectacle of something for which they apparently 
have no proof. It is astonishing Mr, Eisenhower let himself 
subscribe to all this business, I .gather that the Republicans 
have no thought whatsoever as to what such business is having 
on the status of th^mbrPmm^dfuernment in the eyes of the 
world. Surely, th'e Tre mlin, si**** t have to invent 
anti-Western^rvpaga^M^se days since Messrs, Eisenhower, 
Brownell and McCarthy are supplying d a y-to-AaV material which 
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p. s, 

thanks so much for the Mary Ryan address and also for telling 
t me of the Benhome exchange, 

6390 


Tuesday, November loth, 2953. 


requires no additions or alterations by the Soviet to make 
it present the United States Government appear to especial 
disadvantage . ( 

Since it is said Mr, Eisenhower doesn t intend running 
for reilection, it seems to me if the Republicans can keep 
on crying "Big bad wolf" for the next two or three years, they 
can then nominate cCarthy for their candidate and 
Whitaker Chambers for Vice President and everything would 
be just dandy. 

On the home front, the plantation functioned on a skeleton 
crew, Mcjiy of the children started in their winter term of 
school Mai y of the gentlemen were not yet over their 
boistrous week end, Juanita had to remain at home with a cold 
and neuralgia We dined across the fence f eliciting a mild 
nervousness on the part of the mistress ,As for al'l elements 
in today's shambles, I care not, just so long as Juanita 
feels ever so much better on the morrow, therebye taking out 
all need for harping on the part of Rarper's Bazaar* 

t » -• * - 

I am thinking of doing something to get public attention 
slanted a little more in the directi on of its colored 
population locally by doing a series of articles with Carmen Breaze 
under some such caption as "My Favorite Cane River Character ". 
Carmen knows several town people of color who shouldn't have to 
wait for their obituaries to appear before having something 
nice said about them, For my part in the series, 1 might do 
a few sketches of people around here. Naturally I would start 
off with Clemence, asking the article carry with it a picture 
of her at her easle,. Thanks to the lady doctor, Ora and others, 
the Clemence paintings are beginning to enjoy a certain 
vogue among the discontented social butterflies of Natchitoches 
who will leap at a fad and perhaps invest in paintings if 
they get the impression they are becoming fashionable . My primary \ 
purpose in proposing this series of articles is to give 
Clemence a boost t but I shall find space to put in the wood carver 
and others whom the public of newspaper readers should 
know something . The pressure on everyone between now and 
Christmas is probably too gr eat to accomplish much before the 
New Year, but I shp^gtttai^aK^^u^ticles immediately, holding 
them u ntil Carmen on her own hook, 

I plan to do little correspondence tonight. In fact , 

I'm going to play it's Saturday night and have a round or two with 
little Marcel. .. 


Memorandum : 

. Thirty million sunbeams sparkled on the crystal frost 
this morning as I returned from the Post Office, 

It turned out to be everybody's birthday, - Arenbourg's, 
Lestan's and all, and naturally the soles of my shoes scarcely 
brushed the glistening powder of the frost. 

And when next you see little Miss Lee, will you be 
so kind as to try to give her some notion of all the happiness 
she so open hcartedly dispensed, And would you also tell 
her never to worry about the exchange of letters, for 
just so long as the channel is kept open, whether it 
is used as much as she would like to cuts no ice at this 
end of the course. For the understanding is quite clear as to 
all the demands on her time and energy and happiness at 
this end is the gre «ter when, ,assured that everything is alright, 
one recognises that an over-loaded schedule mecessitates at 
the moment the exchange of thoughts and sentiments by 
telepathy, 

a « 

And may I tell you that the photographs of the Joyous 
Coast came through in perfect condition, I think you will 
agree with me that they recorded on film with marvelous clarity, 
Surely they will make perfect material for re-publication in 
print form whenever the appropriate ^oment arrives, I am 
so happy to have them and I thank you again and again for 
having achieved such a splendid piece of business, 

• 

.T7iis morning the thermometer stood at 3 2, This, of course, 
means lots of things, but since it turns out to be Arenbourg s 
birthday. the advent of the frost all all will mean that 
plans will go ahead for additional decorative schemes in that 
direction. As the sap in the plants naturally seeks a 
recess within the structure housing its vitality, so plans 
fpr this new undertaking unfold concurrently, and it is 
always so pleasant to contemplate such new departures in 
long range gardening in jo^ n ^ association with the only 
one in the world who has a perfect understanding of the hopes tha' 
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Wednesday, November 11th, 19 53. 


go into such matters» Is it any wonder the shy seemed unusually 
radiant this morning and that my impatience for the morrow bubble 

I covered some of the more delicate plants again tonight, 
finishing by the light of the thin moon, ■ Low ouer the Montrose 
hills. The frost will not be so pronounced tonight, but 
I like to give a hand to the more delicate things to 
keep them green and flowering a while longer. The banana 
plants were too vast for me to undertake coverage in that 
quarter but the transition from green to gold this Saturday when 
50 members of the faculty at the local college pass this way, wil. 
be pretty. 

And speaking of the changing season, it would appeo.r fthat 
seasons are more given to such things than human beings. J'rom 
a source of unquestioned authority, I learned today that 
the member of the rfamily living in town who, on doctor s recomme. 
tion, mounted the water wagon a couple of weeks back, fell off wi 
n terrific bang over the week end and that things were still goin 
strong last night. he most deplorable part of the business was 
his contact with people, —barging in on them, when in no conditi 
to be presentable to the casual pedestrian # What a pity, 
heir to so much, inc edible joviality when high, vicious when low 
Mental instability, like his sister, is bad enough but when coupl< 
with artificial stimulant, how dreadful. 

• 

Some nice people, a Mr. and Mrs. Plumber or some such name, 
passed this way from Omaha this morning. This was their initial 
visit,to Louisiana and they were perfe ctly enchanted with all th 
had to see. Something tells me we shall be hearing from Nebraska 
about the time they are back again in Omaha 

From the chamber of commerce I learned today that the 
festival program will be available late this week or early 
next week. I shall send you two or three copies as soon 
as they appear. Some of the matieral is new, —such as the 
account of Oakland, but the Melrose matieral is merely a 
cut rendition of the Times special issue. If you find 
this offers too much duplication, feel quite free to throw 
the program aside after you have glanced through one of them. 

But I notice I have already come to the end of the page and so 
shall stop tapping but shall continue to operate the telepathy 
dynamo. It has been such a happy day thanks to just one. . 


t Memorandum: 

Another heavy frost last night and still another promised 
for tonight. The old adage, "three frosts and a rain will 
perhaps bring moisture on Saturday, I hope, for that would 
knock out the college faculty members, perhaps half a hundred, 
who are scheduled for a tour. Next year I am going to 
have them come in October because the group is made up of 
"new comers" on the faculty and often these people from all 
around the country consist of people who have never seen a 
Loui siana plantation before. And I am all in favor of 
people in that category seeing a plantation when the lushness 
of negetation is still lush and not had a Jack I'rost crimp put 
in it. 

I am frequently asked when the maximum floral effect is 
to be encountered in this section and I usually say I think 
about the 1st of May produces the most colorful effect, for then 
the cannas have attained a height of 7 or 8 feet, lots of 
flowering shrubs are in blossom and the grandifloras are 
approaching full tide in the i ory lamp department. 

• 

February, of course, s<f<? s the Chines magnolias and the oceans 
of bulb flowers to advantage, but the absence of new greenery 
leaves a little void in coloring which somehow fails to fill out 
the vegetation completeness, a void oj which I am always 
conscious. As I like all seasons of the year, it would be 
difficult for me to say which particular month suits me best, but 
I'm incloned tb think middle of September comes pretty 

close to being my pet page on the calendar. Perhaps this 
preference s ems in part from the fact that cotton is then rolling 
toward the gin, --a feature having nothing to do with the gardens, 
of corse, but somehow infusing a climate to the setting which 
al though not seen, is somehow felt and voices of the pickers heard 
on the inside of the bamboo hedges separating the commercial 
side of the plantation from the horticultural side. 

September means, the bananas in bloom and the butterfly lilies in 
flower and the Guernsey lilies in September trace their flaming 
swirls a round the African House and gourds, half hidden in the 
bushes where their fruit is semi-concealed, all somehow combine to 
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produce an impression of perfume, color and opulence which is 
scarcely approached by any other month of the year. 

The funeral of Hermon Taylor of Natchitoches, drowned a couple 
of days hack, will be held tomorrow. Although his wife is gene rail 
understood to have money, as part of an estate, ± had no ic.ea t ieir 
bank balance was of a nature that her.brother, living in 
Texas, would find it convenient to send his private plane, --he 
maintains a pilot all year round, - send his private plane thither 
and yon to provide transporation to countless friends throughout 
Texas, Oklahoma and so on, so that they might attend the 
funeral in Natchitoches. 'The plantations get bigger and bigger am 
the little fellows view the contraction o their own holdings 
from year to year as bigger and better air planes, hilly billy ownei 
plough the skyways to deliver funeral guests to services f or 
a man who with all the monetary attributes for culture, manifested 
little or nothing by way of civilized influences. Somehow it all s. 
so cock-eyed and so, shall I say, so Brownell . 

On the confidential side, Celeste told me yesterday that a 
couple of days ago one of her be t friends had seen j^rs. 

Stephen Q. Henry getting into a car near the hotel in 
Natchitoches. Tt seems a little odd that she should, be 
in Natchitoches and not bother to stop off here or at least 
to telephone to say Howdy. What with her sister up Shreveport way 
being subject to occasional fits of insanity, it was natural to 
assume that perhaps Had am eneral was going up that way to 


see her or was returning to Eaton Rouge from such a trip. 

I suppose she was in q hurry and so didn t bother to call Celeste 
for whom she passes for having much affection. The 
fact that she would be passin Montrose, as sk must, to get to 
Natchitoches, does indicate, however, tha she exist without 
stopping or contacting Melrose, even when so close bye. 

The weather was so fine today I felt full of vim and vigor and 
don't seem so very tired at the end of a busy day of gardening. 

I attribute much of this feeling of zest to all the nice 
things stemming from little Miss Lee in yesterday s post. 

And t onorrow, what with the promise of fine weather, will 
be another transcript of yesterday, and I find myself bubbling 
over with delight as I dig and delver, forever feeling that 
I don t do so alone but always in company with a silent partner.... 
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Thursdy, November 18th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

Starting off any letter with an apology dooms whatever 
follows, and I so doom this memo by explaining that if 
the typing is unusually bad, I am sorry. 

The fact is that I snipped the end of the index finger 
- on my right hand and while the cut was nothing, it chanced to 
be at some magical spot that required the end of the finger 
to be bandaged and you know how clumsy I can be when 
free from such an impediment and by the curious typing of 
this . 7 i' mo you will have an opportuni to observe how doubly 
so I can be ,-n such swaddling clothes. 

If 

• 

From the enclosure, you will note Bob Segelou is having 
some like trouble but as my secretary had no difficulty reading 
his letter, I assume his typing is better than mine. Of 
course one i stinctively asks why the wife doesn t serve as 
his assistant in this instance but perhaps she has broken 
her arm or some such, which would^ indeed, make going even more 

difficult. ...... 

J. H. and I had part of our supper alone tonight which 
gave us an opportunity to cover everything from Ezra Taft Benso 
totelevision. Referring to the later(latter) he said it 
occured to him that Madam Regard might enjoy T V a lot 
and so he had ordered one set up in the house for her early 
next week. The omission of the associate of Madam Regard 
implied, 1 assumed, that in his o pinion, nothing in the world 
wouldpersuade the lady to "stay put". Cne thing is certain, 
he, himself, will never spend any time being entertained by 
the thing. Popular setq around here seem to be priced around 
$500.00, although I don t know if that is the wholesale or 
retail price. Frank Edwards said last night that prices 
on T V sets are on the verge of tumbling from 28 to 40 per cent 
a nd the fact that color T J is beginning to put in an appearanc 
the black and white sets will probably tend to be offered at 
lower prices shortly. 

I had an opportunity to run through several things I 
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wanted to re-read today, and I want to thank you again for 
the clipping you sent concerning arry Carman. I shall 
return it in this letter, thinking you might want it 
for your scrapbook. I notice it mentions his birth place 
" s Greenfield, .'lew lork. I never heard of the place but 
i'm curious to know where it is, -f you hance to 
know anyone versed in New ork State geography, perhaps 
might tell you, but I pray you to go 
point as it is sheer curiosity on my 
.wpj vital to my happiness of mihd. 


they 

to no trouble about the 
part and is in no 


As J. H. is a staunch Republican, his remarks on 
the Brownell business interested me much. He said surely 
nobody could believe that Mr. Truman would appoint a Russian 
&pu to any office and that he felt Brownell had been 
way off when ’'the best he could do was to dig up somebody who 
had been dead and buried for years. 


I thought E. Roscoe Morrow's mention of the British 
carton at the end of his program tonight was pretty 
good. Foreseeing that you might have missed his broadcast, 
I pass it along, as I recall it: 


[n one o the conservative British papers, perhaps the 
Tines, today, appeared a cartoonish sketch of two American 
Senators standing below a bust of George Washington, and one 
of them is saying to the other: 


"Personnally, T am in favor of re-opening the 
matter of the cherry tree, as he might have been trying to 
shield somebody 


We are goihg to need a lot of such cartoons before we 
get through with all this tomfoolery. Unfortunately nothing 
can be done to repair the damage to American prestige abroad 
caused by this tremendous Bromnell blunder. 


Celeste tells me that faynie 's widow who is going to col'A 
in town, plans to take herself to a Catholic retreat on 

remain a week or ten days. She is a Baptisli 
say, the Catholic Church in this area of t/i«T 
pJLaces where people of any demonimation 
a while, —ai opportunity which I wish more 
the mo 3 t of. I think Frances is pretty s7ct| 
selecting the holiday season for her withdrawal from society. 
If only her sister in law in Shreveport would go in for it, t<\ 


December Slst, to 
but, I am glad to 
country, provides 
may withdrawn for 
people would make 
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Friday, November 13th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 


post , 


How nice to find your Monday and Tuesday letters in today's 


J. H, was busy as a hen a-settin', and I am accordingly 
holding the envelope containing the clippings you so 
kindly sent along for fyis delectation.when, on the morrow, 
he will have moments of relaxation and I know he will be 
genuinely appreciative of your thoughtfulness. 


If 


And may I thank you for giving me some notion as to 
how the storm last riday came, —and went. Naturally 
I could well imagine that atmospheric conditions altered many 
a week end plan. But thank heaven for the rain that followed the 
snow, for this week end, perhaps the snow has gone and if so, 
everyone will be doubly determined to make up for a lost week end 
by trying to work two into one, beginning along about tonight, 

I hope. 


It was so kind of you to figure out the line Anne had written 

I haven't written her yet, but 


when 'off the track of her keyboard. 
shall do so this week end. Because of my own splintered secretaria. 
routine, I hesitated about writing her immediately, but I reckon 
all Georgetown crops of cotton and pecanes have long since been 
garnered and I have no doubt her own secretariat is bound to be 
more dependable than mine. Surely it couldn t be much less, —and 
I seem to make out alright. 


I hope you got, a chance to hear E. Roscoe Morrow tonight, for 
you did, I think you may have enjoyed his about of Robin Hood and 
his obvious rass of the whole rank and file of McCarthy-ites that 
or who have figured so prominently in this week's news. I thought 
his quotation from Wilde so apt, and oddly enough, he took the 
words right out of my mouth, for the same line he quoted had been 
turning over in my mind all day. 


•i 


At coffee this morning, I recalled , the hope expressed last ni 
that Madam Regard might enjoy the new T V set. For it was 
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Sunday, Uovember 15th, 2953, 


evident when Celeste mentioned the impending gift that she 
was anything but enchanted at the prospect, Later in the 
day, the clerk told me that when the men came to rig up the aerial j 
and were talking with the master, the wife stepped into the store 
and announced before the men and everyone else that as a matter 
of fact she had no place for a T set in her house and that 
they could be mighty sure that the cabinet was maho gny or she 
wouldn't have the thing under her roof• 

* 

It was at that point that the Wilde quotation came to mind: 

i • _ » » 

"I can believe anything, --just so long as it is 
incrBdthle,letter and the enclosures speak for themselves, a, h, 
spoke of the article in Esquire some time back which caused such 
a furour in Texas, Erom the phraseology in the printed article 
which Lora sent, I am not surprised that the asquire article 
may have well caused ripples across the vast expanse known as 
the Lane Star State, 

In view of Arenbourg's recent birthday and all, I wanted 
to ask you to do me a favor whenever you chance to see little 
Miss Lee alone. At such a time, would you be so kind as to 
remark to her in passing that , —and surely she must alreoAy 
know this, --if ever it seems convenient to her to fill out the 
check up to a couple of hundred items against the account in 
the bank of which she holds the blank check, I hope with all my 
heart she will do so without ever thinking of mentioning it 
in advance and without -a)iy thought that it is anybody s but hers 
to draw on, should circumstances make said drawing seem conveninen 
and without ever any thought of replacing same, >ls both 
understand her so well that you will agree with me, i feel 
surq, that she will not scoff at such a modest thing, I 
can t think why I haven't appealed to you in this matter before un. 
it mas that the amount itself seems so insignificant that 
mentioning, it sees so trivial, I feel certain, too, that, as suggt 
above, there was no need to mention it since the holder of, 
the check would always know it is as much hers as anybody s and 
is always to be considered something that might readily be employee 
whenever desired without mention of it to anyone, I hope she 
will forgive me for not having mentioned it before, and at the 
same time t -L blush in mentioning at all, it is so insignificant, o? 
yet mention it I must and if you will pass along the word on 
my behalf, L shall be so grateful. 

And now I must break off and do some mail and thence to 
Marcel for a round and then to bed, for the morrow will be busy,,,* 


Memorandum : 

y . "j [ * • 

. It was such a busy week end all around, of a squirrel 
in the cage variety. 

Late Friday I learned there were to be two parties on 
Saturday morning and one in the afternoon, --some kind of 
a coffee at Beaufort, something else in town, and then in town 
again in the afternoon, JTqturally nobody and nobody's servants 
could do anything for the big house.by way of freshening 
things up, following all the dust of late, although everyone 
knew the college faculty would be coming Saturday afternoon. 

And so 1 figured I would have a go at things e^rly 
Saturday morning, but I.failed to take Shreveport into 
my calculations and you may well imagine my surprise and disappoint¬ 
ment when the whole posse of Wenks blew in at x breakfast time 
on Saturday morning to spend the day. 

Frankly the day was long, --awfully long, I 
had la bag on my hands until dinner time in a solid sitting, with 
offspring prancing a bout all over the place and firing their 
automatic rifles at a great rate, Thye don't think much of 
such fire arms, any more, having decided they want shot guns. 

That's wonderful, too. 

By the grace of God, Sister had to slide down to Clout ierville 
for a little while just after dinner, I made the most oj' 
her absence and smoothed out a few things before the faculty 
members arrived. She had returned before the tour was well under 
way, but I got through it alright, and spent the balance of 
the afternoon hearing more wild tales about e very thing under 
the sun, not half of which, I reckon, were true. 

Fortunately she wasn't drinking and therefore not quite 
so difficult to handle, but the things she recited certainly 
indicated a lack of wisdom if what she told about herself had any 
foundation of truth at all, A case in point is a line like 
this s 


I 
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''I went to the opera, the other night, I can t stand 
opera Everybody in the place was looking at me, thinking I , „ 
was drunk because I fell flat on my face but I certainly wasn t, 

I shudder at the thought of the old people in her nursing home 
The institution embrace five separate buildings, she says. The 
trouble is we are prevent by law from locking them in, she explained 
" a nd you know people in such places are always trying to 
run away as soon as your back is turned. 


I don't know a out that but I would be trying to 
commit sucide if I were one of those oldsters caught in 


her clutch 1 . 




At 4:30 she asked Juanita to feed one of the boys. At 
5:00 she ate by herself, then sent one of the children to the 
store to get J. H, and the rest for supper at which the balance 
of her offspring ate, y 5:30 they had all started in the directio 

of their car and home. All in all, it was a day. 

The weather continues chill at night but cloudless and 
pleasantly warm in the day, T had a few nice pilgrims today 
and between trues, I relished the quiet. 


I have been haying a little difficulty with this worn out 
ribbon but the new one sitting here beside the machine is 
going to be put on tomorrow, I hope. It's odd how many people 
pass this way and how few of them, --how none of them, 
seem able to "lace" up the machine. But an expert in 
such matters is just around, the corner, seeming to promise 
a substitution of substance for shadow within another day 
or so, t 

a O i ' * • 4 

J, H, has such a cold one can scarcely hear his voice. 

On returning from the club tonight around 8, he asked me 
to tell you how much he appreciated the clippings which 
I do herewith. He also said that several merchants in 
town whom he had seen at the club and voiced the thought 
that Melrose got the big slab of publicity in the current 
program of holiday festivities, There has always been opposition 
on the part of the merchants uH, o pay for the advertising in 
the program to any reference to Natchitoches Parish outside 
the Natchitoches city limits. They fail to grasp the fact 
that many potential customers find themselves in the town simply 
bee a se they have been "lured" into the region by the unique 
appeal of the Cane River country, besides, it must be admitted tha 
while Melrose got the lion's share, I contributed the pictures 
and article, representing as much labor os any of the paid 
advertising, if measured in physical and mental out lay . 
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Monday, November 16th, 2953. 


Memorandum : 

If this note suddenly plays out, don't be alarmed, it 
will merely mean an attempt at changing the ribbon finally got 
underway, --and was not a success. 

The big news of the day was the unexpected letter from 
Roan Off hand f her inquiry regarding thanksgiving seemed like 
quite a large order, , 

• • ■ 

I shall write a negative response immediately, of course, 

I should very much like to see her and Alice but the holiday 
season is certainly not the time • t 

«. 

I am vastly indebted to her for passing along the news con¬ 
cerning Dr, Butler, It will be so helpful when I drop him a 
line from time to time. His eventual departure will mean the 
turning off of one of the brightest intellectual beacons that 
bridged the gap between ante bellum times and today,He it 
remarkable he should have been possessed of so much, a distinghi3hed 
lieneage, perhaps the greatest aristrocecat of the Adams County nobles 
a spelndid mind, a wonderful teacher, the kindliest host, the 
most sincere friend, cultivating thousands of rich acres and 
very few, close associates and dwelling in the most hstoric 
mansion in the Hatches country to which he admitted few but 
shared as by common ownership with those he took to his heart. 

Once in a life time, —sometimes twice, you may find 
some body who obviously understands what you are talking 
about, I have been exceedingly rich, for two such persons I have 
known, —Dr, Butler and little Miss Lee, It is as beyond 
understanding as the law3 of the universe, Like them, it 
is one of those things that is. It can never be explained to 
those who fail to experience it, and for those who experience 
or sense it and those laws, no explaination is required, And 
having said precisely that, surely I need say no more on that score 
to little Miss Lee, 





I 









T 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r 




6401 




couple of letters from. Dora leave me as much in the dark 
blackness of the stationary on which they are written, 
be fiddlingiroundwith a wonderful product, but, so 


A 

as the 
He may 

far as I can see, he has 
me with the whys and the 
Admiring him as 1 do, 
stuff and undoubtedly 
but it seems to me he 
to such a point as to 
rush out to invest in 


in acquainting 
f its excellence. 
for it that it is wonderful 
other oil on the market, 
has not sufficiently set forth its merits 
make people suddenly drop everything and 
the stuff. 


1 take 
better 


not succeeded 
wherefores Oj 
his word 
than any 


I shall yrite him to night, making a few suggestions 
which 1 haven t had time to formulate in my mind as yet, what 
with half a do 2 en things cooking immediately following the 
heading of his letter. Perhaps I shall recomment that he 
consi er the efforts currently being made by the producers 
of butter and their efforts to sell the public on the 
idea that in spite of Blue Bonnet virtues, there's nothing 
like real butter, —and I haven't been sold pn that idea yet 
by the butter makers, for much educational work is re quired, since 
I am an amateur in such matters and accordingly have no notion 
as to the merits of either product. 

• 

Perhaps he should get some big concern such as one 
you might be acquainted with to market the product. Perhaps 
he should get some restaurateurs of excellence, such as 
Schraft's, to endorse the thing. Perhaps Charles of 
New York and its counter-part in Hew Orleans, --the name 
eludes me momentarily, to market . the stuff as being 
the last word as an aid in the culinary Art. 


i t 


I, 

tha t 


for 

the 


one, would be perfectly willing to accept Dor a 's word fo | 
; stuff is the best thing on earth. But the company 
wouldn't get rich if it depended on my purchases. And so I 
conclude that some organisation with endless advertising resources, 
will have to, get behind the thing, and that will probably 
mean much less profit for the producers, and there will be 
the question : - whether to be content with a long, educational 
endeavor with the prospect of small prof it t _ or letting the 

Poor Dora, __there are so many long miles 
If ever there were a soul who deserved a 


whole thing go 
ahead, I fear. 


million it is good old Dora, but million dollars have a way 


of cropping up so often 
scanitly deserving # 


in places where the finder seems so 


And so I fold up my beard for this sitting.At supper J, H, 
said Pat telephoned from Hew York today. I suppose I might use that j 
information when Saying no to Roan ....... 
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Tuesday, Hovember 17th, 19 53• 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Wednesday letter in today s post. 

And may I thank you for ey rything, including the 
transcript of the letter from decks which definitely settles 
the fact that he has the Adams' Chartres recording. I 3hall 
inquire from the American Foundation when thiswas recorded, si 
the Library of Congress never gets around to answer letters. 


nee 


I wish I knew somebody in the Congressional Library 
who could tell me how book selections are really made. As 
you know, l have long suspected that the forms they 3cnd out 
are pretty much shams and that somebody or other in the 
organisation selects the books and .the voices of the Board are 
ignored for the most part. Something like Cnvitation to Learn¬ 
ing may get action because of the direct letter, and since it 
was years ago I requested the Adams thing, perhaps that request 
by letter was also acted upoti. Still, not since the recorded 
Talking books Topics have been issued have I heard of the Adams 
book being put ojf disks, leading me to assume it may have 
been listed prior to the disk reviews. Still it does seem 
it wouldn't have hurt the Library of Congress to acknowledge 
my request or at least advise me that it had been acted on 
favorably . I know some politicians ip Washington who would 
leap at the opportunity to make a bit of inquiry regarding 
the operations of the Blind Section of the library but naturally 
I don t want to start anything like that which might lead to 
endless inconvenience on the part of the members of the organia- 
tion f but, nevertheless, I do whish they would at least acknowlecg> 
their mail. — v 

I'm sq glad you ran across the Zweig book and are liking 
it. And how nice that you could readily turn to the w orks 
of some of the people he mentioned, - von Hofmanstahl and so 
on. You mention the Erasmus biography. Perhaps hou have 
reached the point where Zweig remarks that it is in the nature 
of a self portra it. I should JLiXe. to read that one especially, 
and I would enjoy having a go at Mary Stuart, too. 


$ 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #fj~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


* * 


<U<) 



6403 



6404 


It was kind of you to spek of Robina s letter to you, 

I had a letter from her today but did not finish reading it, for 
it is in long hand and the supper bell goij to dinging before we 
had concluded. It's such a pity she didn t keep one of her type¬ 
writers when she disposed of her business, I nearly wrote ;re- 
commneding that she give it thought, even though I didn t know 
about the sale of her business until after it was accomplished, 
aL though the letter came before she had turned it over to 
the purchasers, but somehow I took it as a matter of c ourse that 
she had one at home or would see to it that she took one there. 
She reported just retuning from Monroe where last <iednesday her 
brother-in-law dropped dead. Odd, isn t it, how she and ier 
sister should have both bee in the the hospital for heart 
matters and the brother-in-law should have fallen out. 


Today's weather forecast was for fair and warm. The warm 
oart was correct and tonight it continues so much so that I 
have all doors and windows open. But from the ^ulf a gentle 
rain blew in along about 3 o clock and it has been drizzling 
ever since, —it now being 9: 30. All our children can take 
all the water the skies care to give ai d I hope t’iere 
will Wedigti ,got my first look at a TV cabinet, —merely the 
cabinet with its 21 inch screen, and in mahc-gy for wood work, I 
might add, So far as I could make out, there should t be doors 
'of some kind to cover the screen when the thing isn t functioning, 
but that detail is unimportant. Tonight being Alexandria night, 
the Reverend Fathers will undoubtedly be among those present 
for a go at the programs. An invitation was issued to me but 
naturally J declined. To quote an old plantation mistress, 
today was an anniversary, come to think of it, --and 1 usually ry 
to avoid retaining such dates, --to quote an old plantation 
mistresss, —"We ain t got to catch no train , and since I have be 
quite ignorant of how a T 7 looks in operation all these years, l 
can wait a while longer before having a look at the thing some 

afternoon, 


Besides, and quite apart from keeping my nights inviolate, 

I want to, —and I don't want to, finish Du dote De Chez Swann, 
and the "don't" part is due to the fact that the succeeding volume 
isn’t available for me to go on with. Each time I re-read Proust, 
I tell mysel what, say, the Parthenon was to ancietn Greece, so 
is A La Recherche to contempoary European civilization, - one 
of the unique monumentsof our times. 


Lord, Lord,,,,,I've been so wordy I have already reached the 
end of the page before saying anything, But I am happy for 
this little exchange of thoughts and especially for your grand 
letter with its enclosure .. 


Wednesday, November 18th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find the long hand letter from little 
Miss Lee in today's post, along with a surprise package 
for which I am altogether delighted. 

As ybough you had been reading the stars, you provided 
a Royal ribbon at just the time I needed one most. 

The attempt to get this machine "ilaced up" came to 

naught when it was discovered that some imperfection 

in the ribbon I had to hand.made it impossible to 

get it into the machine. Tonight or tomorrow night I am hoping 

to try out today s gift, for I have a feeling the present 

ribbon is growing mighty ethereal, 

And may I tell you how delighted I am with the bulbs, 

I have an idea I may have some success with them this year, 
although much will depend on several circumstances, including 
the presence or absence of a green thumb on my part. 

Last night's drizzle gave way to clear skies this 
morning and what with the thermometer at 80 today, it 
seemed like an excellent moment to plant the bulbs, 

I have placed them in big pots along the front gallery where 
they will get a maximum amount of sun when the weather 
is as it has been today. Being close to my boudoir, I can 
easily set them inside the house should J, Frost, Esquire, suddi 
decide to make an unwelcomed visit. Thus, from such 
an advantageous position, I firmly believe I shall be 
n ble to persuade them to make as good a go of it as though 
they were kept inside all during their growing period, 

I can't expect the thermometer to remain in the 80's all 
Winter, but if the season is as mild this year as last, 
they will certainly be able to spend most of their time 
out of doors. If one doesn't have to consider cold spells, 
it seems to me almost any plant is likely to thrive a little 
better out of doors than inside, and we shall see what 
we shall see as the season advances. Last summer's drought 
slowed up the narcissus bulbs but now they are beginning to 
put up bravely enough and I'm hoping the freesias will out¬ 
distance them before so very long, I shall report on same at 
odd times. 























t 


From the 


Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


F 




6405 


\1 


SV'li* 


6406 







You will enjoy the enclosure from la Storm, for she 
really writes a good letter. It came at a time when 
I had just finished a section of little Marcel wherein 
he was rattling off the names of a flock of places, - Balbec, 
Lamballe, Bayeux and so on, obviously for the sheer pleasure 
of seeing the visions that the recitation of each of 
these name evoked, and here comes something of the sort from 
the West Coast, putting me in mind of Proust, 

I'm sure you will get as big a kick out of the reference 
to politics as did I, One may assume, I suppose, that 
la Storm and la Denholme are pretty much in the same boat on 
that subject, I thought the reference to the election in 
Reno particularly hilarious, coming as it did at just 
the time Kay's mother could dish out her enthusiasms, 

» - ' 

You mentioned the annivers ry date through which we 
are passing, as of yesterday and today, I recall so 
vividly the cloudbursts and storm of five years back 
and the contrast with tonight's velvety air and huge 
full moon seem to make the time span eons apart. In a 
note to Lillian Trichell today I remembed upon the 
calendar date and said quite frankly that I found 
I was not sad in contemplating the scene as of then and now, 
what with the lady having so often during the last months 
saying how ready she was to go and, in view of many 
family things that have transpired since, being glad that 
all those unpleasant episodes arrived only after her 
departure to a land where such things could never reach her. 
Any way it's sliced, Tragedy is Tragedy but sometimes the 
disguise, like that of Cood fortune, is so perfect that 
only "larger other eyes" can properly evaluate the depths of 
both and distinguish the one from the other, 

I learned from Madam Regard that last night's 
T V party consisted mostly of the Reverend Fathers, and that 
Father Calahan, an ardent admirer of Senator McCarthy, reached\ 
over and cut the radio when a re-broadcast of the Truman state 
came oh the air, since the Beverend F a ther wouldn't listen 
to anything "that man" would have to say, Messrs Calahan 
and McCarthy seem to have much in common and I never touch 
on politics when with that group of the clergy, 

f' , * i < r\ • *'s. * , 

% 

But the Reverend Father may keep his ,politics as he pleas 
I shall stick to the embryo freesias, don t you think so,,,. 
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And so, as yeu will have lsng since noticed, 
ribbon is to hand . But I must confess it was 
accomplished by the hardest. My expert labored 
mightily at the "lacing" or "threading" or whatever they 
call it, but eventually I had to teat the machine 
to the store where even the experts couldn't get to 
first base with it, —the spools refusting to turn. 

But eventually it got around somehow, and naturally 
I am as happy as a clam to be in touch with the outside 
world again . 

t " • - ' " - ; tvs ? •' • 

Surely the newly planted freesia bulbs must be 
making up their minds already, for the weather 
continues humid and warm, Tomorrow we are promised 
something below today's 80's, whereupon the freesia 
will step inside for a spell. And then, out they 
will go again when warm days return, 

,■ i ,*j ’lily o.:ia frao len/a Vl rwA 

The leaves have all fallen from the disiduous 
trees and bushes and the gound is a lovely carpet 
of varying shades of brown, yellow and gold. Only 
the sweet olives and the lantana are in bloom, and 
in both cases, it is the perfume of these and not their 
floral trappings that makes them impressive, 
z :■ a ■ J ' '■ 

StiU, the freshness of the newly fallen leaves, 
still retaining their individual shapes and colors, makes 
a pretty November picture and many of the half hundred 
representatives of State Welfare organisations passing 
this way today found an element of attractiveness in 
this study of green and brown now dominating the gardens, 

,. - ’ •• • 

A note from Mary Pringle this morning announced 
the death of her father who was to be buried this afternoo\ 
I shall drop her a note before folding up tonight, and 
a note of condolence to easy, for her father had been vigo\ 
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, all his 87 years, and to have had his several daughters with him 
during his first and last illness is bound to provide solice for 
his children, 

Under separate cover I am posting the current issue of 
thexC Louisiana Conservation leaflet . I doubt if the articles 
in it are any good but I notice it mentions Black Lake and 
I imagine the map may be devoted to that region, too, You 
may recall that in going to Briarwood from here, one crosses 
a segment of Black Lake,which is situated about half way between 
llatchttoches nad Saline where Caroline gets her mail, Saline, if 
it is one this map, would be at the top, and Briarwood is about one ^ 
South of Saline on the road from Chesnut to Saline, I don t suppose 
this map at the bottom comes down as far as atchitoches, but 
I suppose Kampti map appear down at the bottom, and perhaps Clarence 
are about 7 miles above Natchitoches, You may know this region from 
other maps, but as it covers that section which Br, enjamin Chase c<| 
The Wilderness in his Journal, and as sections of it were long 
inundated by the reaij Raft of Red River, I thought you might like 
to glance at it. Bon t bother to save the thing, however, as I 
have no use for it. 
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A Br, Jones of Natchitoches whom I don't seem to know,began 
acting a bit ,odd recently, one manifestation that he was coo-coo &ei»J 
that when turning in at night, he would take his revolver to bed wit) 
him and shoot out the electric blulb instead of turning off the 
switch. Yesterday he chased all his patients out of his waiting rood 
and got in his car immediately a fterward, heading up toward Brand Ed 
On the way, he ran into a horse and rider on the highway, ii killing 
the horse and breaking the ribs of the negro rider, Br, Jones hasn 
been seen since, I take it his days of practicing medecine in 
Natchitoches, at least, are about over, ut don t you like the son^ 
what novel way he had ± of inducing darkness on retiring at night, 

J didn t see the ladies 0 cr ’oss the fence today. It seems they 
headed out for Alexandria early this morning I suppose they were 
using Christmas shopping as an excuse and making the most of whatevei | 
frolic might be contrived, I am still thinking about the 
lovliest package of their last year's concocting, —redolent 
with sweet wrapping paper and ribbons, all so neatly and tastefully 
put together to cover one pack of Camels for Andy I honestly think 
I am not over stating the case when I opine that the merchandise 
costing £5 or 30 cents was rigged up in 50 or 60 cents worth 
od doings. Ip was all so wonderful and squirrel in a cage. 


Tonight I am not going to read because I haven't anything to re< 
which seems simple enough. It would be so nice doing a chapter 
jointly with little Miss Lee from the Zweig opus . 
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here's a lovely moon ,tonight, 
full, 4 

Ihe banana colonnade in front of Yucca is so 
prejity in the yellow light, for after Jack Frost converted 
the verdure into chrome, the application of the 
liquid light of the . moon on the arid chrome of the withered 
leaves produces an effect that makes Marie Therese's architect b 
look like something out of Beardsley illustration for a 
mystery tale of Poe, 

K •- ■ 

Grandpa and Outer Mongolia found the hour good for 
a frolic around the rim of the big pot, one chasing the other 
around and around this three inch platform between space on 
the outside and water on the inside, with neither one, I 
think,, knowing which was chasing and which being chased. 

But this feline rotation around the edge of the great 
cauldron, introduced just the Tight color and motion 
_gainst the motionless background of sagging banana foliage 
to create a mood in which anything unearthly might be 
expected to issue and more than probably, among other 
things, a couple of conventional witches taking off on 
slightly raggedy broom sticks, 

- .q,. • 'a ; i •. no z‘\ ■> * 

So frequently one runs across the observation that 
the charm of t the sea stems in large part from the fact 
that, because of ever changing lights, it never appears 
twice the same. It is patent, of course, that the scpe 
can be said in equal thrtb of landscapes but this doesn t 
seem to. be remarked so frequently, perhaps because we never 
find time when not on ship board to remark on the endless 
varieties induced by atmospheric changes on fan iliar 

surroundings . 1 

Today's sunshine brought mostly Texans today, people 
skipping down to New Orleans to what purpose I know not,. 

There were people from Balias, Fort Worth and Austin today, 
and although none of them had been here before, all of 
them had heard about Marie Therese and were anxious to see 
her home. The lady's name appears to be gaining currenoy. 
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and after one husband and whife mentioned that they 
had read about her in Harnett Kane s Plantation Parade, I 
found myself wondering how they really learned of it and 
concluded they had perhaps run into a Christmas 
program in town, read the Melrose article and somehow 
super-imposed one bit of information on the backdrop 
of earlier particulars they had digested. 

Yesterday came a carton of records, supposedly con¬ 
taining a variety of poems written by and recorded by 
Rober-t Frost. The first one I tried was good, the second and 
third equally so, since each disk contained in the carton was 
a duplicate of the others. These must have been made for 
commercial purposes, since they do not state in the 
recording what the subject matter is. There was 
one short poem which I thought rather different from 
the usual Frost line. It ran something like thisi 
Ti/ii sV'HCr - i,frs l.o &80 ■ b '•••'.!■ 8 

Provide - Provide 

. -■ 

The witch that came, the withered hag, 

To wash the s teps with pail and rag. 

Was one the beauty, Abesheid, 

The picture pride of Hollywood, 

Too many fall from grace and good 
For you to i dloubt the likelhood, 

Die early and avoide the Fate, 

Or, if pre-desitned to die late, 

U a ke up your mind to die in state a 
Make the whole stock exchange your own, 

■If need be, occupy a throne 
Where nobody can call you crone, i 
Some have relied on what they knew. 

Others on being simply true, - 
Some have relied on what they knew. 

Others on being simply true. 

What worked for them, might work for you. 

No memory of having starred. 

Makes up for later disregard, 

Or keeps the end from being hard. 

Better to go down dignified 

With boughten Friendship at hour side 

Than none at all.....••.Provide — Provide • 

- 

2 telephone call interrupted the above in the middle and 
am under the impression I may have repeated a couple of lines, 
but the point of quoting the thing was to cite the rather 
striking word combinations which somehow I never associate wit 
Robert Frost. 

And now I must tuck in the somewhat rought coipping 
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The week end turned out alright, although it 
turned, out rather differently than I had anticipated. 

v, ;‘Y\ c C * : ofc c. b‘. ... 

Joe Henry had not been expected from Texas, but he 
came Saturday morning and remained until this afternoon. 

Pat Henry who ,was expected didn't arrive # At supper 
tonight J. H. said Pat, probably remained*in Washington to 
be with his girl friend there but that he had better hurry 
along as there was a letter in the Post Office awaiting him 
from some girl in England. 

i •>' '? 4 j ■ t\o«t floifes nwtw' \o asilco^q i 

Saturday dawned drizzling which delighted me, since 
drizzles usually mean no pilgrims. But the day turned out d 
for one of the Reverend Fathers from across the river brough- 
another Reverend Father from Natchitoches, just arrived to 
that post from Philadelphia. The latter seemed quite 
intelligent. Just as they were fixing to leave, Mr. Sturgeoi 
of Washington or Chevy Chase (same thing, as Miss Cammie woul 
arrived. The Sturgeons usually make a round every two years 
The husband said the wife and a Mr. Anderson were at the big 
house, with Mr. Anderson anxious to have a tour. We 
accordingly 3aid Au Revoir to the Reverend F a thers and under- 
a little tour. On reaohing Yucca once more, however, we foul 
that Mrs. Combs and Mrs. Irwin had arrived, which afforded a 
pleasant little conversation piece for the other guests, dun 
which the heavens opened and the deluge, although brief, was 
impressive •< . 

• oi'; i ion **o soidiuni 

The Sturgeons had once taken my advice and called on lit i 
Miss Alberta in Mow Orleans . They had planned to have her 
visit them in their home in Ohio when she made her summer go- 
yp that way but suddenly her letters ceased and as none of t) 
ever came baclf, they were at a loss ot understand the 
silence. Isn t it odd Miss Alberta's nephew never advised 
them of her death # They , — the Sturgeons, —were so 
h a ppy that they had acquired some Kinsey canvases on their 
last visit. 
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Today dawned cloudless and although there was 
a brilliant sun all day, it never got much above the 50 's. 
Tonight seems a little hazey and cool, but the clouds 
are so thin that the moon has no difficulty in penetrating 
the gauze, The clear skies presupposed pilgrims of court 
and none came, —that is none that I saw although 
I mu3t confess that a couple of times I Sought a glimpse 
of figures through the banana stalks that l 09 ked very mucl 
like something of the sort, but I had things I 
wanted to do and so beat as brisk a retreat as I could mat 

O'?. : j J 390 t'A'. •Tii&U 3 C “v. 

Tonight, after supper across the fence, I saw my firi 
television program, I must say the "how of it" is 
miraculous, But the program was nothing but trash but 
even so, it was sufficient in its display 0 f this penoment 
of pictorial transmission by wave lengths to make be tell 
again what I have so often voiced about radio, --who can 
doubt the promise of heaven when such unbelieveable earthy 
can be contrived by man, 

.r t or jiioiisu eaiv.o $*tb 

Last night I read "The Jungle and the Damned" by 
somebody Davis 2953 recording, I believe, It had to 

do about an exploration trip up some river in 
French uien a to the* frontier of Brazil and it all soundt 
terrific, so far as "The Damned" section was concerned, 3 

was quite a piece about Devil's Island which coincided wii 
much hristian had told me of the region when he stopped c 
there on his way to Bogota or s ome such place, The 
population seems to be Indian, African murders and 
nuns with a sprinkling of indifferent bfficialdome, and 
while the author stressed the vast potential wealth of 
the colony, he unwittingly seemed to underline the fact 
that local conditions made extracting any of the wealth 
about impossible, In view of the recent racket about 
labor troubles or are they political, in British uienna, 
made the reading of this volume the more timely, I never 
this type of book that I do not p 0 nder on the fact that ajj 
450 years f civilization through that segment of South 
America runs so exceedingly thin, 
ol a 3 Vi: yjabc M -">, 1 o to. 9 

I have listened with>partcilar attention to the 
troubles besetting the Atlantic Coast atmospherically . 

It wouldn t be difficult for you to guess where my thought 
centered and how constantly I h a ve been wondering how 
little Miss Lee is making it. Perhaps the weather was suet 
that mention was made of it today, - I hope ,,,,,, 
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I have been thinking all day how hice it would be if 
I could only wrap up a dab of the sunshine and invogorating 
atmosphere to send along to you. My radio reported a 
momentary break in the Manhattan fog yesterday but I 
gathered that it had closed in again for mother day or so, 

■<cVi «n>tr a<v iWoc* t . ciii: X'. :-'T at a v 4 a sl - 

Before sun up this morning, when passing the 3ide gate, 

I noticed one of those vest pocket sized cars of English make 
parked by the old magnolia, Pat had obviously arrived, I 
chatted with him over a prolonged cup of coffee at breakfast 
time. Me is out of the army and plans to concern himself 
with plantation business, I believe• Me said he had brought 
back lots of pictures and would like to talk about b this 
or that place he had explored in England and on the 
continent, I got the impression that Pome had impressed him c 
siderably, What enchanted me was the fact that what he had se 
interested him, for somehow this se^ms to suggest that 
having gained something from the banks of the Tiber, the banki 
Cane *iver might profit therebye so far as ancient landmarks c 
concerned, 

, > T : 

I think I mentioned in yesterday's memo that last night 
I saw my first T 7 program. Aside from all the other 
impressions I got concerning the wonder of the thing itself, 

I was wonderfully impressed by the silence that reigned in the 
room during the dull performance and even the advertising, 
Somehow I hadn't thought about the silence of a movie 
theatre obtaining in the private home when T V was tuned in. 
Perhaps this was merely an isolated case in the local set up, 
I,was witnessing the thing for the first time. But possibly 
it is a custom already established, both here and in a 
few hundred thousand homes scattered slap across the nation, 
it will be interesting to contemplate the potentials of this 
new twist. Probably the radio made vast inroads on reducing 
the volume of domestic chatter. Perhaps TV, if carried far 
enough, will eliminate the Art of conversation, —if any, 

331 <;b* 1 >T W'f i»T . )L 

But having seen the program, I felt impelled to write 
Dora, pointing out that when he-gets ready to market his 
product, he might give thought to T 7, What with 


I 
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Tuesday, November 24th, 19 53. 


little Miss Ramsey graduating shortly from her T 7 school, 
perhaps Lora could do business with her, —I doubt, — 
and the two of them could round up the Pecane Growers Associat 
to join with the pecane oil thing to do a V film 
which would incoporate the glories of peoanes generally 
and peqane oil in particular, I have not much faith in hotels 
manifesting much interest in the pecane oil, aL though 
perhaps restaurants of quality or even of popularity, such 
os big eastern chains or perhaps the Harvey chain in the 
Far West might be persuaded to do something about the 
stuff, although my guess is that it's going to take 
a great big .General Foods or Standard Brands to get behind the 
thing to make it really roll or ooze or whatever oil does, 

' v .4 ' \ j V* r . 0 v» ! "• 1 i 4 : 1 • » 

, Those extraodinary letters on black stationary from 
Dora were the first bits of information about the 
product which had come my way and so I know nothing about 
the set up but I assume Dora .is doing some kind of business 
with the mill which does the crushing of pecanes to produce th 
oil. Personally, I think that no end of advertising would be 
required to make the general public pecane oil conscious for 
apparently the excellence of an ingredient is no sign it 
is going to enjoy any demanduhless, of course, it gets a mig 
big boost by incessant advertising. Naturally, I have no 
intention of dashing cold water in Dora’s direction, but I 
shall voice an occasional question regarding this or that 
means of setting forth the article from time to time, 
l»*5v t- v. ,i v . v.i.ixV O':. 1 :. 

Last night I read a few pages of Julia Binsk, or some sue. 
"Handbook For the Blind" as read by your friend, A, Scourby, . 
is a book that is made up of good sense concerning the subject 
although I thought the chapters given over to advise to those 
who are sighted were perhaps the best. As any one with sense i 
not need to be told the things there related for the most part 
since relating such things to dumb bells wouldn't cut ice, 

I'm not sure the book will achieve anything much by way of hel, 
to anyone but it is nevertheless a volume of which the 
author might well be proud, 

... 3 ■ . • , . • - :•> - '• . •• :v 

I heard Liz Bentley on the raido last night. She said she 
knew Harry D . White was a spy beoause the Communist head of he\ 
said so. Surely no Communist would ever tell a falsehood,,,,. 
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Another elegant day with dazzling sunshine and a fairly 
brisk breeze that has tended to toss the banana leaves 
from their moorings, 

Today's mail was fairly heavy but nothing of much 
interest t sample enclosures of which will attest, 

? . . . { . - ■ 

The package from la Storm came in today’s post, I 
shall not report to her in what condition. Obviously an 
elephant or some body of equal weight had stepped on the 
thing as between Hollywood and Melrose with the result that 
the gourds were smashed and all but one or two nuts she had 
mentioned had strayed from the package before reaching this 
point, I am glad that all the gourds appeared to be duplicatt 
of one's I have already numbered in m y collection 
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A package from Dora contained some shaving lotion from 
the New Orleans house whose address I got for him from the 
Segleous, I like a good face lotion and this seems to 
be it although the scent is to penetrating that it appears 
to issue through its galas container and all I shall have 
to do is pass the unopened bottle under my chin and 
the desired effect will be achieved, This should be a 
great saving on the part of purchasers since one investment 
ought to last a life time but from the producer s economic 
point of view, so far as repeat sales is concerned, the 
excellence should prove quite devastating # 

Mjjom 3A. otn 'oLo . \o a 

, Last night I heard the Eisenhower speech on fair play 
at the Mayflower, I got the impression it was extemporaneous 
although a slip of the tongue at one point, —when he 
started to say he was born and then clipped off the born to 
raised in Kansas, and so I asked Pat if he had seen the 
performance on T V and he said he had and he thought 
the President was speaking from notes I thought it 
splendid if extemporaneous in spite of a lack of emphasis 
a t the end when the final sentence might well have been omitte 
.' iL «oi ti: wla mwoi'.tA s-•oiA ob b-oI'-C 
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But while he spoke against character assassination 
at the same time he spoke of the confidence in his team, 
obviously includes his Attorney General and perhaps 
Joe McCarthy. Perhaps thq line quoted in tonight's new 
from ex Govenor Stevenson s speech to the eorgia Legisl 
is the best summation of the attitude of Republican 
politicians thus far voicedi 

"I like Ike but I don't like what Ike likes," 


Memorandumx 

It was so lovely early this morning, - pure pale blue with 
a promise of a sunshine which did, in fact, last all day, 

. r :. 

The bacon and eggs and Louisiana coffee seem to have added 
zest these frosty mornings, 

,vs ',0 I-.\> " iL 0 *3.8 i'.OU J.'.y 

Pat wanted to chat with me over the second cup, He 
said that he had about made up his mind to forego the 
practice of law in favor of plantation operation when, Lo'. 
something that happened across the fence last night had brought 
him up-standing and he wanted to talk about it with me before 
he had finally decided, 

Francis or rather Frances f/enr.y and one of the teachers fr, 
college were here for supper last night, after which they went , 
to chat for a while with Celeste and Madam Regard and Pat join* 
them, Frances remarked to Pat that she had decided either to 
go into a retreat during the Christmas holidays or to skip over 

to Cuba _ she hadn t decided which, although she was quite 

sure 8h& wojxld not be here. Thereupon Pat explained that he 
had brought his several aunts a Christmas present and that 
since he might not see her agajin before the holidays, —he is 
going over to Houston for a few days, • he thought he would go i 
to the 8 tore where he had some of the things he had brought homt 
him and, bring her her present then and there, 

. . " 

That seemed a good idea all around and so Pat went to 
the 8 tore, bringing back a pair of bracelets or a pair of vases 
forget which. To his surprise and to the surprise of the 
others present. Celeste saidt "And where is my present", and 
everyone, laughed, thinking it was supposed to be a humorous 
question, since it was understood that the presents were 
for Christmas and that Frances was getting hers because she w oul 
be her on the 25th, 

\ e, i A \ \j<i ui 

But to their further surprise. Celeste became both angry 
and tearful and quite a sceny developed. Pat tried to explain 
it all„to her but she couldn't be convinced or consoled, Eventi 
the party,broke up and Pat returned to the big house feeling 
..Si o o i i - ' 8-'. 

V\ siiJi - v.’:C Vo nwnu i- 


Mrs. Wood came down this morning to do a little 
painting, bringing with her an article of some time back 
from Lqo\ magazine, I believe it was, carrying both prill' 
picture stories of McCarthy and his somewhat odd assosrt ■ 
ment of Catholic clergy, economic tycoons, glamour girls 
in some circles or other of qociety, Mrs. Marcella Dupon 
as to whose identity I haven t the slightest notion, 

Mrs. William Randolph Hearst, Jr., of whom I am equally 
ignorant Alice Longworth of whom I have heard tell, as 
well os Sne Westbrook Peglar and Vice President Nixon, 
an odd kettle of fish that turns out to be. I shall lis 
to what the maniac has to say tonight but I am hoping 
the sound of his voice doesn t instill the feeling of ho 
over his insanity that his last radio appearance provoke i 

Punkin, came to read th 


When Helen and her brother 
evening, I offered them a gray kitten which had appeared 
with Grandpa and the Mongolia boys the other day quite u\ 
. accountably, Twenty minutes after they had taken it homt 
with them, and while I was talking with Fugabou by the 
African House, U p strode the self same kitten which 
the Fugabou children had ju.it taken home with them. But 
Fugabou, being older and wiser than his children in the 
ways of animals, told me he would tell they how to 
make the cat stay at their house. It seems the trick 
is extremely simple, for all one has to do is to snip of 
a few hairs from the end of the cat's tail and he will ", 
If one buys or otherwise obtains a chicken t however, the 
method while parallel is slightly i different in that 
instead of cutting of a few tail feathers one merely bur\ 
them off and hence forth the bird will always remain 
at the newly chosen residence. Another generation, I suj 
and these superstitions will have about evaporated but I 
glad to have known plantation life during the era when ti 
still persisted.. . 
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might dejected and on awakening this morning, about persuaded 
his own mind that if Celeste felt that way about him, she migh 
be able to cause no end of difficulties for himwith J, S, if i 
became assocaited with his uncle, 

I explained the fact that tempermentally the lady hadn't 
developed since the age of five and what was quite true, that 
she was quite ond of him, 

. 

1 think I convinced him that he was not to put too much 
value on such episodes, as all of us have experienced such 
in the past, and like children's whims, they are forgotten as 
soon as they are pushed aside by some other, But itn't 
it a pity a person throws awcy respect and affection by such 
childishness, 
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j4t 9, things •got off on the wrong foot when I was told 
they had been delighted to see Senator McCarthy on T, 7• last 
night, I said I had heard him on the radio, hey asked me if 
I didn't think him wonderful, I 3aid I didn't . The feathers 
bristled and I wwas told Father Calahan thought he was 
one of America's greatest men and "Father Callahan is no fool". 

. ■ ■ . 

My response was mean t - "J think he is a bag of the 
first water, and I am a fool", 

. S’ o . v ov z sA 5 , . 

"Well, somebody's simply got to save America" came the 
response, I played the fool a second time and opined that 
in the hands of the lady, the priest and the senator, I thought 
the country would somehow survive, T felt like adding, — 

"in spite of them", 

,o s-o v. Hi »&•:* .Voo -v ^ . 

But the clouds were eventually disaaputed and she read 
me your elegant note to her and I was mighty proud. She was 
slap happy with it, too, and we all agreed the sketch of 5th Ai 
for the design was mighty pretty, 

i i .\$ 0 l , j-’. .. 0:::’ (■.. .: 3 •' S V, t 

A book came to hand today which I think, from one nibble, 
going to relish. It is called "Cods, Craves and Scholars" and 
is by Ceram which, the first line states is a pseudonym for 
Kurt Mqrek, It is translated from the Cerman and published by 
I believe it is about Arohiology, a subject which for me seems 
have all the excitement of a Conan-Doyle detective story plus 
a pleasing content of euudition, I shdL 1 probably be talking 
about it endlessly, once I get into it,. Lord, Lord, how fast 
I arrived at the end of our little chat for this sitting,,,, 


f. 6 j". i . 

. ■ . ; i. i. 0 C J . 

i t :r 


W* OS -„0 BO 

Si?*-.. • ■■' t .-■• 

( « i J V OS M 3'C 9 
soij io Ait 
1 vo oA uli 


t 9 SJ) •-.•■ ' •'* 0 -5 

^ oi.o iti.u«■■ s i ■ 

.... j . t . 


(! 8 \\0 CiOiA’ 


; • US' O'jO'tO- S no 1 .. 01''. 901- . a 6 '' 

Memorandum : 
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Blue skies, dazzling sunshine, a brisk, chill breeze and 
sounds from the gin buzzing all day, —such was this year's Thant 
giving. You could toss in a few pilgrims, too, just to 
keep the record straight, 

,‘.o -590 1o# aoA oAos vj-t-ntuco 3i;o ..o r 

I never fail to remark upon the phenomenon that while 
all business houses are closed on Thai ksgiving Day in Louisiana, 
the white people indulge in the national habit of over eating 
on turkey while the colored people apparently never do ai ything 
at all about the day. The plantation worked as usual and nobody 
seemed.to consider the holiday as anything more than some peculii 
of the white folks. To the negro, the advent of Thanksgiving, I 
suppose, is not unlike the impression created in our minds when 
traveling in a remote country or even a nearby state whose holidi 
we know nothing about. We wake up one morning to find everythin j 
at a standstill with festivities perking somewhere in the offing , 
as to what it is all about, we haven t the vaguest notion, 
etolooiv: o ; I.i r.' ivivs s -Anv 
. And when, locally, it comes around to June 19th, and the 
negroes frolic from morn' til night and the following dawn, I 
suppose they must have feelings about us closely akin to those 
we have toward them on Thanksgiving, 

. , . ’ ;• o .! 0 roA'o \ji i Iviucv.' -J 1 . 

In the honkey tonks up and down the river, the very slightei 
reason or no reason at all inspires a dance of some kind or 
a party of sorts, —but not hanksgiving, and if one wasn't 
quite sure of the indifference of the negro on the point, one 
would almost assume there was studied disdain, which there isn't, 


A9 unreu Uf O Mew*! • M w «/v mcnwo vm If I 

action to the "Ghosts, Graves and Schobars" book I mentioned, 

I find it wonderful, Last night I got a little way into it and 

. ; .i b*to ®ew«*ftwsie how btood si'4 t-.oA. -\i. ■ 
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As I threatened in yesterday's letter 


action to the "Ghosts, Graves and Schobars 
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, I want to mention my 
" book I mentioned, 
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was entranced at the account I found of the German 9 Winklemanv^ 
in spite of opposition to his project, initiated the setting 
down of archiological finds in Pompei, and quite prematurely 
got himself murdered in Trieste, And the account of Henrich 
Schiemann is brilliantly presented os the account of such a fa 
person should be. And the presentation of the Egyptologist, 
Champollion is eu q lly masterfully presented. The incredible 
minds of the two latter, their lives and accomplishments so di 
but so amazing, surpasses almost aiiything I know of in the onn 
of biographies since the world started turning* There seems to 
been nothing about either gentleman that was average and 
estraordinary minds, possessed by both, plus the luck, especia 
of Schliemann, makes the tales of the Arabian Nights seem like 
kiudergarten stuff It is rare enough to find a person who 
may be turly called a citizen of the world but sometimes it se 
even rarer that one encounters, as in the case of Champollion, 
a man of one country who has never been outside its borders, u 
become, through what miracle I know not, a perfect symbol of 
the citizenry of another nation. So long did Champollion 
concentrate on Egyptology that after endless studies of so man 
Eastern languages and compiling a Coptic dictionary, he final 1 
solve the riddle of Egyptian heiroglifics before ever setting 
foot outside of Crenolbe and Paris, and het in both cities 
he was referred to as "the Egyptian" and when finally he at la 
last found himself on the Nile, and assumed the garb of 
the country, everyone, including all his acquaintances, took 
him for a pure child of that fabulous region. 

How wonderful it would be if school children were prescnij 
with less about military commanders and their exploits and 
more about Schliemann and Champollion, 

r Y / • r* /> V C. • 

> • , 0 * i. t : s\j. * . -- * * ' 1 '• * ■ 

Forgive me for going into such raptures on this subject 
which.approaches the bad manners of somebody talking incessant 
about a personality whom others haven't met, But your 
knowledge of the above named gentlemen offers me one excuse, J 
a8 I recall, you have on occasion referred to Schliemann and 
you have undoubtedly bumped into the others as well, so I don 
feel as though I were talking about the man from Mars, and 
besides, you are the only one with whom I like to "blow off si| 

Frances, Dan and Pat joined with the rest of us across t/i| 
fence to attack the great American bird, and it goes without 
saying that the dinner was delicious, I mifht add, toolf that 
everything about the board was sweetness and light,, I 
hope you accepted ditiner out and after stuffing endlessly, fox\ 
momenta for rest and relaxation .. 
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How nice to find your Monday letter in today s . 

: . ,• * x i. %• o . c ' 

I am quite sure that J, H, will be deighted to 
the clipppings you so thoughtfully sent along for hi, 
saw him at supper but as there were several guests, . 
not get to mention them to him until jU3t as he 
was returning to his office when I handed them to hi 
he asked me tosay thanks to you on his behalf, 

, 

I can well imagine how the atmospheric situati q 
your neighborhood snarled up the week ends to nobody 
satisfaction, I had followed the weather reports fr 
that quarter with some care and had concluded that w 
things as they were, there might be a leseening of g 
n bout over the week ends. 

Everything will be so hurly-burly from here on 
out through the impending holidays and there will be 
many must letters to be knocked off to Europe and a1. 
that I hope you will not attempt putting yourself th 
so far os this quarter is concerned . If an occasion 
card.were to come, it would just by itself indicate 
all was well and I shall look forward to on old fash 
chat sometime after the present turmoil has subsided 

I dm thankful that you didn t get a raft of 
students to clutter up the Thanksgiving Day, a lthougi 
what you did have was undoubtedly super-abundant, Do 
I pray, employ any chance moment of freedom to relax 
full well that I understand perfectly just how thing, 
are mounting up as between now and the first of the . 

I just took q squint at this page and discover . 
contrived am might curious margin, - and withal, amj 
generous • I charge it all off to endless pilgrims 
up the place without spaces to pause, as between hig'i 
noon and first dark, but some days are like that • 
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I'm so glad you mention the General's birthday 
as I have to write him a little note tonight and shall 
be glad to refer to his recent natal day celebration. 

And thanks, too, for telling me vhy the date is of parti 
significance to you, I am a poor hand at remembering su 
dates. In the family, for instance, the only one that 
was easy for me to Keep in mind as that of Madame Mer e 
who in a way seemed to have been cheated in that hers ca 
on December 25th , - a date which everyone could easily f 
in view ofall the other excitement revolving a bout that 
date but which, so far as 1 was concerned , was about the 
easiest of all natal days to remember, 

Returning to "Gods, Graves and Scholars", I read wit 
interest about the plundering of the Egyptian tombs, Vi 
knowing much about it, I had always assumed that such 
business had gone on sometime during the past hundred ye 
perhaps early in the 19th century, associating the grave 
robbing, I suppose, wit the beginning of the excavation 
the archiologists, but the robbing done by marauders, A 
least I assumed that the violation of the tombs had take 
place sometime after the Romans had relinquished their h 
on the Nile os that the plundering probably took place d 
th past 1 ,500 year8 by roving bands of non-Egyptian peop 
. I was accordingly surprised to learn that actua ly the p 
took place almost immediately after the burial of a Phar 
was knwon to everyone by the time Egypt was actually cmo 
into its greatest glory. The pyramids had been built by 
early dynasties and were constructed in such a way as to 
make finding the burial place almost impossible to locat 
priests or those engaged in the building did not partici 
in the desecration. The treasure was so great that huma 
beings could not resist the temptation to despoil the to 
And the Kings, recognising this fact when Egypt was comi 
into its Menith, they had to make a radical decision, — 
give up pyramid building and fashion hidden spots, 
difficult to discover, A case is cited of one of the to 
of a contractor or superinte dent of buildings, who had 
scribed in his tomb that only he knew the whereabouts of 
the PharoaA's tomb, dL 1 the workmen engaged in its 
construction, having been murdered as soon as it had bee 
completed. Some honest priests, to guard the remains of 
Kings, actually moved them from their first resting plac 
tombs uh ich had already been descreated, thus to out wit 
the plunders, and offna whole flock of royal sarcophagi 
eventually come to rest in a single place designed for b 
Lord, L ord,.,so much to specualte about . 


Sunday, November 29th, 1953 < 
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It somehow seems like ages since our last little chat oj 
Friday night, I can thi7\k of nothing in particular, such c 
major events, to make Time appear to have been 
stretched to any unusual degree, but still it seems like 
ages, 

J ;. A .f i J. v., * . . . -! • J 9- i • j v ■ > \ 

I enclose a sample of the stationery which came to hand 
Saturday's post from la Storm, It seems quite smart but 
frankly, I am so used to larger envelopes that the sample 
.enclosed seems so tiny. One virtue it possesses, so far 
as the writing paper is concerned, it tends to make me shorte 
up my epistles a little and that may prove to be advantageout 
to the Storm set up and I believe that they will be the ones 
who will receive the bulk of what is in the package, I may 
eventually use one in writing a letter to Robina, but that 
will be about the sum and substande so far as its circulation 
goes. You will, of course, dispose of the sample at your con 
venienge • 
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On Saturday I witnessed a fine example of ineptitude whi 
demonstrates a failure of understandi/ig or a sense of nicety 
the part of a.couple of people, Charlie, Celeste'8 daxhund, 
disappeared last week, J, M,, to fill the void, told Celeste 
he would get her another dog and said it would be a Boxer, ij 
is what she wanted this time. And then he proceeded to do ju 
the wrong thing, for instead of having her select a dog herse 
he telephoned the Venks, asked them to buy one that would 

cost around fifty dollars,> and to send it down by the boys wh 

could ride with a Shreveport intern who comes to practice on 
Cloutierville patients on Saturday, In the first place, I thi 
Celeste should have chosen her own dog and in the second plac 

the Venks should have been the last people in the world to 

do the selecting, 

.-l fc >U : b S'.s i J' D ’ ’ -404 -• !.-> M 

And so when I passed by at the coffeee hour on Saturday, 
dog had arrived. It was spotted and not the solid color Cele 
had wanted but she said she would always love it. She, Madam 
and I were talking dog while we sipped our coffee when the 
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3 aid : 


ineptitude transpired, for quite casually, Celeste 


8 

© i 

fco: 


"I told J, H. to put off ,getting a dog at just boi 

this time when we readily don t need one, After all, Mothei 
wont be here long and as soon as she dies, I had had in mine 
to select a dog to take her place when I am alone," 

You could have knocked me down with a fender, I suppot 
that is what is known as talking without thinking or some si 
Poor Madam Regard, 

• o V i . 

I finished the Ceram volume lost night and could 
readily plough through it a second time, The final part of 
the book is devoted to Mexican archiology and mention is mac 
of several pyramids almost within the city limits of Mexico 
I suppose the ruins of Chi-chenitza, - the Lord knows how i" 
are situated an hour or so from the city, and I gather they 
stem fromearly 1400, but on the opposite side of the Mexican 
Capitol, there is a Mount Alban pyramid, partially covered l 
lava and the author says the geolgists have estimated 
that the lava is about 8,000 years old, which, if true, 
would make the Mexican pyr amid ante date even the oldest ki 
civilizationin the Hear East, such as the ruins of Ur and sc 
of the early Assyrian mounds. Such data somehow makes Greet 
Rome appear like something out of last week s tabloids • 

The radio this morning spoke of the publication of 
the Diary of Harold L, Ickes and from what was quoted, I ga~> 
that gentlem a n took a swing at everybody, except, perhaps, 
himself. As 1 recall, the broadcast quoted him as remarking 
that Mr8, Roosevelt d n bbled too much in the Federal agencie: 
especially housing and although I do not recall the exact 
quotation, it was something to the effect that "after all, 
it was F, D, R, and not Mrs, Roosevelt who was elected Pres- 
And come to think of it, the same might be said regarding M\ 

He was of course appointed by the President as Secretary of 
the Interior but, for all I know, Mrs, Roosevelt had the noc 
from her husband on many occasions when, through her efforti 
stacks of red tape-was cut through and a heap of good 
things were accomplished with dispatch, Whether she helped 
hindered is one question but regardless of the answer, I cat 
imagine the seasoned politicians must have loathed anyone wl 
dared to drive straight to a point without giving the 
politicians to go their own and often leisurely way, Mr, I 
could always turn a telling phrase, however, no matter wher 
and the McArthur observation seems to be a cose in point,,. 
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Memorandum : 
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How nice to find your Wednesday letter in today's post, and 
how pleasantly warm I felt all about my heart as I read your 
genuine, generous thoughts. Surely this is a time for Thanksgiving 
and how wonderful it is when the expressions on the part of one 
seem to voice the sentiments of the other as the glow from the 
heart of one seems to but mirror a like circumstance in the 
heart of the other, . 

And may I thank you for enclosing the clipping about 
the pecanes and for the addresses, I shall pass the latter along 
in a letter responding to one from Dora today which, —the Dora letti 
I shall enclose herewith. How fortunate that both yours and Dora sc 
in the same post, 

' \ • 

I suggest you pay-no attention to his request for the Restaurant 
Book for I think he is off the track on that line, I shall mention 
when’writing to him, however, of your kind offer to send him the 
Red Book• 

What is particularly fortunate about the receipt of your 
addresses of Standard Brands is the fact that I have recommended 
to him that the release of his product most probably could be 
best achieved through the medium of some such organization as 
Standard Brands, General Foods or some such organization having 
aj.1 the paraphanalia for launching an educational ca-mpaign as to 
the virtues of the product, I recommended his consideration at the 
same time to the possibility of interesting some big advertising 
agency which, as has been done in other products, the agency 
itself would join in trying to market the product on a percentage 
basis, I am still quite in the dark as to what Dora's set up is, — 
but I assume he is handling the marketing of the product for some 
manufacturer of the eil and I further assume the manufacturer has 
no money to put on a tremendous nation wide educational effort. 

With one of the addresses you mentioned being not too far from 
Norman, perhaps Dora will find it worth while to communicate with 
that office, 

. n.• .• .' ; 

Returning to the clipping about the pecanes, I am not sure 
if I mentioned.that-although this year's pecane crop is fairly large , 
the qualtiy by and large is poor, the fruit not filling out well witl 
the shell because of the prolonged drought, I think most of 
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Tuesday, December 1st, 19 53. 


the Melrose crop, for instance, went to some manufacturers of product 
in which pecanes are used in flavoring, —the meat being chopped up, 
about all of the sacks sent out to retail people contained pecanes 
acquired in some suction of the country which had suffered less 
from the dry spell and therefore had better quality to offer, 

I think J, H, is so wise in seeing to it that all such merchandise 
is always of top quality, regardless of whence it must be sought to 
be packed into Melrose sacks, 

. 

And may I thank y oU for setting me straight as to the location 
of **arry Carmen's birth place, I know the region quite well 
so far as having visited through that neighborhood on occasion, — 
especially the environs of Saratoga Springs where I used to visit 
Yaddo, the George Foster n eabody estate hard by Saratoga Springs, But 
somehow the Carmen birth place eluded me and I am so glad to be set s 
on that point, I hope the tracking down of its geographical situatio 
did not cause too muc\f effort, I want to drop Dr, Carman a line and 
I,am glad I did not do so before receiving your letter for knowing 
where his home was, I find I want to ask him about a couple 
of historical points that transpired in that neighborhood, - and 
it would not have occured to me to do so, had it not been for the 
information you supplied, 

■ ' •' •• ' 

You mention having received the festival program. It appears 
the Melrose thing in that is being read by quite a few people, for 
the program has been rather widely circularized . Today§ for example, 
two people from Dallas and two other from Oklahoma City passed 
this way, both of the two. sets having mentioned that they had read th 
Melrose article in the program, I did notask them where they 
obtained copies but I am sure it must have been in some travel agency 
or Chamber of Commerce office of their home towns. Of one thing I 
am certain, they didn't obtain them in the Natchitoches Chamber of 
Commerce office, for at 4 o'clock this afternoon, Celeste telephoned 
to say that Carmen Breazeale, Secretary, and som body else. President 
Mayor Frank Keys of Natchitoches, were all three about to come over 
the air from Monroe on a T 7 program and would I drop by for 
c a look and listen at them. This I did, and as this was not a transcr 
thing, I take it the local Chamber must have been closed today. 
Naturally they were expounding the delights awatng the public on next 
week end in Natchitoches, which will mean more people to read more 
programs, I suppose. It was so nice hearing from you and may I 
say thanks again for all and all .. 


9&L 

-\ 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your post *hanksgiving Day letter 
in today's post. It goes without saying that I was 
filled with enchantment to learn of your impending 
evening at the theatre, and I shall be all ears to learn 
how it all turned out. As you point out, no matter how 
indifferent the piece in which the artist of his 
calibre appears, it is bound to be entrancing, just 
as in the case of the talking books which, if they 
recorded a telephone directory, would still delight me 
if read by your friend, Alexander Scourby, 

.And may I thank you for all the nice things you 
had to say about Dr, Butler, little Miss Lee and others. 

It made my heart glow. And I was touched by what you 
had to observe about Stephen Zweig, I had never thought 
of it before that moment, but as suggested or implied 
b§ your letter, perhaps the reason we find him provid¬ 
ing such wholesome food for the soul is because he 
is one of those unique persons who seems to be able 
to echo the very thoughts which we have exchanged on so many 
different topics from time to time, 

And may I thank you for telling me about the 
margins. As you are the only person who sense how 
much I value such advise, and as it is upon your 
thoughtfulness I lean in setting me. straight when I 
inadvertently or unknowingly get off the path, I 
enjoy such a feeling of security in communicating 
with others because of your thoughtfulness and 
generosity in taking the pains to help me back ofi the 
right track. Often I realize I am mis-spelling words, too, 
and whenever you notice such ereors, whether they be the 
ones I sense or others, I shall count it a great 
kindness on your part if you will acquaint me with these 
particulars so I may not feel too shame-faced when I wonder, 
and cannot find out, since I have no dictionary, when writing 
letters to others, In letters addressed to little Miss Lee, 

I gallop along unmindfully of such considerations, realizing 

that no matter how strangely the words spell out, she 

will get a smile out of them and not mind, but it is 

only to her that I can write with such abandon, and 

just knowing that I shall . be..given a ray of light when neede 

provides a marvelous sense of security. 
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.As I turn this page, I might as well remark that 
the machine is beginning to make a tin like sound with 
each whack at the keyboard ai\d so it is quite possible 
the whole thing will sunddenly come to a hlaf or may 
fall to pieces completely, If the termination is 
unusually abrupt, therefore, you will not be alarmed, 

I have alread y made the envelope so I can send whatever 
fragment comes through alright, 

I am so glad you passed along the several pieces of news 
concerning the different members of the family and in-laws 
who seem to have had quite a variety of adventures of late, 

I like to keep up with them, feeling as I do, that 
everything happening to them invariably mirrors itself 
on you, since the a ssoc iation with one of them is 
so close, both figuratively and physically, 

. You a sk about Kay's reference to Yucca copies, — 
although the precise word she used escapes me. She was 
referring to a po nt I mentioned in a recent letter to 
them wherein I inquired something a bout someone they 
knew in Lake Charles, that frieixd living not far from 
the Chalkleys, in whose neighborhood a citizen had 
the architect Partridge, build a house after the plans 
of the architect 1 s own domicile, which, in turn, was 
a copy of Yucca, I have perhaps mentioned years back when 
Mr, Partridge spent some time here, measuring most 
x minutely the the features of Yucca which he reproduced for 
himself in Lake Charles, Somebody in Texas, —I forget 
just where, did the same thing and only a short time back 
somebody wrote from Dallas, asking for the plans for this house 
which they wished to reproduce for the mother of the writer 
of the letter. This must have been what Kay's reference was 
a boutTod a y's in-coming mail was quite heavy but I had so 
mdi y interruptions at just the wrong time that I glanced 
through nothing except your letter and that of Robina's, The 
latter, being long hand, posed a little difficulty for my 
secretary and I should like to read it again but there 
are so many other things that • will pile up when tomorrow's 
is added to today 8 that I shall never get around to go 
into it and so I shall enclose it herewith, although 
I think it contains nothing of particular interest, Stil 
I feel you like to keep in touch with such friends regardless 
and so I send it along, 

,z y, . . a . v i t. . : v- / o >: '■ ■ 

Already people from thither and yon are beginning to 
threaten visitations this week end on their way to or from the 
festivities in town. It will be so nice when the fire¬ 
works begin exploding and they will all be there and I shall 
be all here,,,,,, 
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Memorandum : 

May I tell you that, looking as pert as a peacock, 
the newly planted freeshias are already out of the ground and giving 
the slightest hint that they are going to pay the slightest heed to 
the weather report that speaks of a cold blast sliding down 
from the Canddian Rockies, This evening I put them under glass, 
just to be sure that lack Frost wouldn t find them napping but I 
feel instinctively thatthe spanking breeze from the Gulf is likely tt 
put a road block in the pathway of Herr Frost, effectively pre¬ 
venting him from reaching here on the present go-round, 

Carmen Breazeale telephoned me today to report on the telecast 
from Monroe 'the other day. She said that the T V station 
representatives had come to Hatchitoches today, explaining that 
the -station had received more telephone calls from the region it 
serves, following Monday's telecast, than any previous program, in 
view of which it had been decided that a film would be made on 
Saturday, covering the festivities, — parade, fireworks and so on, at 
the same would be put on the air on December 11th, I assume this 
means additional pilgrims from all a round who will journey to 
Hatchitoches to view the lights during the holiday season. 

The film and the tape recording used for the telecast will be presen- 
the Monroe station to the Hatchitoches Chamber of Commerce so it may 
used at any time in the future, all of whioh seems neighborly and nit 

Ora telephoned me today, too • She said she wanted to remark on 
something which had impressed her during the Thanksgiving holiday wht 
plenty of people of her age and plenty of youths and maidens of her 
daughter's age, had dropped in. So often, she said, she feels callet 
upon to explain the tfunter Ca»4>asss that grace her dining room to th t 
of her generation who somehow don't seem to get them at first glance 
what astonishes her is how all the college boys and girls, after 
taking one glance at them, ‘immediately express their enchantment cud 
obviously comprehend them utterly and love them, Haturally I 
see no parallel between Beethoven and Vagner in replation to la HunU 
and yet as Ora was speaking, my mind wandered back to little Marcel i 
observation that it required about a generation to intervene between 
the time Beethoven set forth his mucis and an audience that would 
appreciate it What >1 >wonder is, were there a few people in Beethovei 
even as there was Louis, deux, de Baviere, in Wagner's, who comprehei 
creations at the time they were brought forth and if little Marcel w^ 
only partially right in his assumption that a generation must elapse 
true appreciation set in. 
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"Sweet olive was originally named olive de la chene chineneis o 
the leaves which were so like those of the olive tree of the orient 
Then, during the Civil War, what the cnkee blockade of Southern 
ports made dwellers jealous of their British tea f a substitute tea 
was made from the budding foliage leaves of our schrub, which then 
known as the Tea Olive # Later generations sometimes called it 
sweet olive, but it is'all the same shrub whose little flower still 
ft fills us with deligh when it is blooming ," 

The above quotation is quite a hodge-podge which in spots seem 
wonderfully confused, but I quote it, as read off to me by a secret 
who obviously was having difficulty with the writing. But in 
view of your mention of sweet olive inyour last letter, I thought 
this might be pertinent and I have searched the gardens for bushes 
that would still have some flowers from the blooming just before th 
last frost, but I could find little or nothing. But what 
did come to hand, I am enclosing herewith so that you may 
get some vague notion of the smallness of the flowers in relation 
to the leaves. The bushes bloom off and on all during the year, an 
hundreds of them on a bush, perhaps thousands, produce an aroma 
that is wonderfully sweet and powerful, There is a bush on 
the white garden side of Yucca, before theVest room that 
balances the Chapel on the East, Oddly enough, the front gallery 
of Yucca is frequently heavily perfumed by a big old bush that 
grows, —of all places, way over by the gallery of little Hiss Albe 
house , When the morning air is heavy, the wind from the East, 
this bushes makes a perfect trail of perfume all the wayf rom 
the Studio across the greensward in front of the African House and 
on to the Yucca gallery. You may recall a couple of the smaller bu 
which stand just to the right and left of the big house, —one on e 
side of the brick walk, the bushes touching the brick pillars of th- 
gallery. From your room, one can look at them, for they ? re now up 
to the top of the bannister of the upper gallery, I don t recall 
if you have a photograph of the house showing these, and~if 
you do, the photograph was probably taken some years back. As I re 1 
Miss Cammie and Bora got these in Lecompte along about 194 3 when 
they drove down that way a nursery, 

o *, V' ' ■' - - ■ - *•* ■’ 1 *' j 

I think of you so many times during these days, especially in 
the morning and evening when you usually would be grabbing for 
your favorite newspaper,. It seems to me I recall Manhattan once toil 
newspapers and it did seem odd, I thought artin LeCronski hit the 
nail on the head this morning when her remarked that when "I 
find myself on the street and suddenly r ealize I am not clutching 
my newspaper, I feel positivle undressed", I can imagine 
the magazines must be enjoying an wtusual vogue at the moment, espe . 
with the subway veterans,,,,,,, 


Thursday, December Zrd, 19 53* 
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Memorandum : 

The day began early and was busy until nearly 7 tonight, 

I was astir at five o'clock . It was raining rather hard and 
a brisk breeze was blowing, I usually get news at that hour and 
the Alexandria station advised people to pay no attention to the 
rumor of tornadoes, pointing out that the weather burea would have 
advised if anything of the sort were in the offing. As he spoke, 

I heard the unmistakeable roar of a twister which seemed to be passing 
South of Melrose, Ten minutes later, the same announcer interrupted 
a musical thing to say he had been mistkken and that a tornado was 
reportedly blowing down ^ouses between flatchitoches and Alexandria, 
Several were blown down, in fact, several miles to the East and South o„ 
this neighborhood but not a shingle was distrubed either at Melrose 
or Arenbourg, In town several chickens were smashed by flying 
coops and some people were killed somewhere further t,o the East, We 
were certainly lucky in this particular region # 

Z .1 ■-> -■ . : ' 

The State photographer, - Gasquet, or some such name and his 
wife appeari-at noon. By then the sun had peeped through and the 
balance of the afternoon was cloudless, as it is tonight, 

But hard on the heels of the phot grapher and his wife came 
Blythe with Mary Pringle and two of the latter's sisters, Blythe 
had apparently taken them directly to my house while the photographer ai 
I were in the African House, and Blythe was dragging some strange lookii 
things behind her which I did not recognize until she was quite close, 
hen she showed me what she had . She had cut my banana crop and 
planned to use the banana bunches for some floral decoration she 
is going to use, . > 

. > • \ ' 'v f-cc >'» v\ • vie. 

I had thought when I got around to cut them, I would hang 
the* in the hapel as chandelieres, as in the past, but the 
Chapel will have to do without such decors this season* 

itz j J 4 ^ i'.a Z - 

May Pringle had many things to talk about some of them 
interesting which can be gone into later. In September I had 
asked her to executea bit of poreelain for me according to desigh,- 
nothing of any particular moment but something I had in mind for 




ai 4ui mi 1 , 

:• »w 
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Friday, December 4th, 19 53. 


the holiday season, I gathered that she has progressed as far 
as might have been expected under the circumstances that 
developed when her father became ill and eventually died, What 
she apparantly has in mind is to present t^is or that thing to me 
at Christmas time, which, if true, will Knock my plans 3lap out, but 
she is doing her best to be vf nd and if I am the only one whose 
Christmas plans go awry, that will certainly be remarkable, 

It's an interesting fact that < n spite of all the feelers I 
put out for a dusky hand about to clutch a delicate boll of cotton, no- 
one as yet has turned up. 

Fortunately, I selected a number of first rate examples of cotton 
bolls before the rains came and loosened the lint into banners and 
as May had not undertaken the cotton bold paper weight m odel as 
yet, I was able to send these along with her when she left, We shall 
see what _ if anything — comes of that, 

Blythe said that after three months, the bandage had been taken 

from her brother's eyes and he is delighted >that he can see with 

one the other being gone completely, He is even able to read, as 

I understand it which is wonderful . He cnnot do any manual work, howel 

because of his diabetic condition 
v • 

i ' 

Last nights' rain and this morning s breeze must have taken 
about all the pecanes from the trees and I assume much money was 
made by the pecane gathers who were paid for their labors tonight. 

One result of the presence of this easy money is a great racket 
from . \ey-tonk way where every ten seconds or so for the past 
couple” of "flours the popping of fire crackers has been going on. 

I must aub-consciously associate the bang of big fire crackers with 

the discharge of rifles which seems appropraite enough for the celebr a* 

of some nationalistic thing but never will this racket fit in 

with anything I can imagine as appropriate or having anythii)g 

to do with the Christmas season,. And f oddly enough t I don t recall 

ever hearing fire crackers sued in this region to punctuate 

the celebration of the 4th o July,Once, perhaps, the calendar slipped 

a cog covering six months and simple never did get back in line 

with the natural customs of the people. That sounds mighty lame 

as' an explanation but it seems to be the only one I can come up with, 

: 

As I was leaving the big house tonight, Juanita asked 
if she could talk with me for a moment. She said her daughter, 

Emma-lee wanted to talk with me some time. Her marriage is going along, 
alright but she is wondering if she should go back to school, I shall 
work in a conference with her tomorrow between Madam C, Vernon Cloutiei\ 
fine feathered friends from New Orleans and some Mississippi gentry, so 
the afternoon. And now for 3ome correspondence and thence to bed,,,,,) 


Memorandum : 

A cloudless sky today enabled every mother's son and daughter, 
not to mention the grandparents to boot, to round up pecanes all 
over the place, - what with yesterday's high winds having brushed 
off everything depending from the pecane prances, including the 
nests of the orioles, 

o. „• v gTo i ; r .z ’-.Jr fii»c j noi uv. 

Beth Cloutier was supposed to bring some of her fine feathered 
friends from South Louisiana, —week end guests, for a tour. 

The magical hour for the appointment was. 3:30 and she arrived 
promptly —at 4:1 0. I tried to engineer her into staying at 
Celeste's but she was determined to go on the tour, and, of course, 
suqceeded in making it a bout half as good as she and Sister alone c o 
succeed in doing, for they are, in some respects, wonderfully alike, 

For instance, one of the guests, a dmiring the big oak, asked 
me if I had, any idea of its age, I told them Mis8 Cammie had often 
,spoken to me of having planted it in 1904, 

"You're mistaken on that point", Beth put in, "I am sure it is 
the only one error you will make about the whole place, but you 
are wrong about that, for Miss Cammie always told me 3he planted it 
the week after J, H, was born,,,,," 

Just as though it mattered to begin with, but then, in the mids 
of something else, she interrupted to say: 

"oh, come to think about it, you were certainly r ight about 
the tree being planted in 1905, for now I remember she told me she 
did plant it in 19 05 wheny Paynie, , not J, H, was but a week old, a 
I remember quite well, for that was .the year, I, too, was born and I 
always remember that the tree and I are the same age," 

What an insult to the oak, for at least it never gets into 
my act, 

i , 

So much for Madam Beaufort, and she certainly isn t worth it. 

After the tour, Celeste who had gathered in the Reverend Fathers 
Dee Hertzog, served champagne and it was all awfully Harper's Bazaar 
with much gay embers in the fire place to counter-balance the 
iced drinks and so on, I swallowed m y go-round with alacrity and 


I 
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Sunday, December 6 th, 2953* 


beat a retreat os quickly as convenient, pleading a desire to 
catch up with a secretary whom I did hope to round up f but never 
did . Fortunately today's post wa3 light, so it didn t matter eitl 
way, but I was delighted to have an excuse to leave the field to 
the others, 

; - t ~ 

Pre-Beaufort pilgrims today included people from Illinois 
Pfnm Wi no nnstin - Ihe latter voiced the thought that their 


and from Wisconsin, 
junior Senator is one of the saviors 


of the nation, Imagine• 


And speaking of that gentleman, I was midly surprised tonight 
when Ed, Morrow reported that McCarthy had issued a statement, 
saying the White House had not given the correct number of 
telegrams received by Mr, Eisenhower concerning the subject on 
which the Senator had recommended people wtre, This ought to 
give the commentators a chance to ask how the Senator knows how 
many telgrams the President receives and what the nature of their 
contents may be. Can you imagine the racket McCarthy would make 
if anyone else made such a statement. It appears that only the 
Senator is immune from investigation, doesn t it, 

I heard Frank Edwards a night or two ago quote from the 
letter written by some executive of an oil concern to his 
home office, asking "how can we get rid of Martin Legronsky and 
Frank Edwards",- On the strength of that, I yesterday wrote 
Station KALB, Alexandria, asking why the Legronski program had bet 
cut off the air without any explanation and remarking with some 
satisfaction that the response wasn t very important to me since 
I could get his program at the same time on another station, 

• • ^ * . t • v : v. - - v • 

u y attention was directed by telephone today to an item 
which .is said to appear in some column on the front page 
of the Timeg, ft is thrown in with a flock of other paragraphs 
but, had it carried a headline, might have, I suppose, run 

something like : 

T C;\ ^ A'. 0 -v: CJ i lilSi 4 L. 1i»- 

Elusive, ''' 

or 

"Difficult of access", 

I shall tyy to secure the clipping of the sentence for you, 
in the mean time, here is the gist of it: 

•> vv' -.,0. ic, ‘VA «?; . • 

Manager Cox of the Southern Bell Telephone Company here cont 
the Chamber of Commerce to get the telephone number of Eestan at 

Mel rose , 


r.o. 


r jj 

u 


i "S . 


h 


; • "Arc s: 


i 1 ■ { 
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c 
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Memorandum j . , 

• ' ^ 

Last night was the fireworks in Natchitoches, after 
a busy day of parades and hoop-la town, and 
a mple numbers of pilgrims at this bend of the river. The 
last of mine departed after dark and at 7:30 or 8, I 
was entranced just to sit in the quiet of the gallery 
giving on the White Garden, Grandpa on my lap, and gaze 
at the beauty of the §reat Bear swining high above the bambo< 
hedge. Off to the North and a little to the West, the 
star spangled heavens were dimmed by the glow of lights whih 
off to the North East a peculiar glow of an unending flare 
of heat lightening out did the Natchitoches horizon, I 
could hear the explosion of bombs bursting in air from the 
Northwest but no sound at all came from the Northeast, 

A little later when I had turned on the radio, I 
learned that the mid section of Vicksburg had been 
devastated by a tornado at about the time I had been 
enjoying the unusual lighting effects to the West aid East 
of North, 

, ... ... ,> . i v: i S - 

Lord, Lord, what a spectacle when the Illinois 
Forewords Company and God put on a show concurrently • 

I enclose a pvstcard from Saturday's post. In view of 
the 3 crawl and the cancellation mark, this unsigned message 
must be from Weeks, I shall respond to his question in the 
negative regarding possession of a tape recorder. Do you 
reckon he has an extra one, Lt might be he wants my 
opinion as to the value of s uch a contraption, but of course, 
I wouldn't know, hever having used one, but I can well 
imagine it might save a heap of memory energy is L could 
get the ecretaries to jot down names and addresses on such 
a contraption. Well , we shall see what we shall see, 

A letter from a Dallas lady whom I scarcely know, came 
through from Mineral Wells where 3he had gone to "get away 
from it all", I suppose she is one of those Marie 
Antoinette numbers who find the wear and tear of bridge 
parties just too much. She wrote some time back that 
she had found a Christmas present for me, "something you h au< 
always wanted". Imagine • A day or two before thanksgiving . 

* 1 ‘ ‘ * 
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a package arrived. It contained cigarettes. I wrote a 
prompt note, thanking her and admitting, as a matter of cou, 
that cigarettes were really just what I had always wanted. 
Mineral Wells comes a note saying that the hanksgiving 
item wasn't the Christmas one which will be forwarded at 
some appropraite date, i'll let you know when and if it 
arrives and what it contains. Off hand I can think of 
one thing I have always wanted, --at least for the past 15 \ 
a nd that is a Sunday without pilgrims and fewer notes from 
discontented society ladies who have everything but sense • 
But just how 3 uch a wish could be wrapped up in a Christmas 
Package, I wouldn't venture to guess. 

The other day you mentioned the etching used in 
the program of the Natchitoches festival and on the post 
cards carrying particulars a bout this year's pecanes. 

It was taken from some oil company s publication I 
have secured a copy and,am putting it in the mail when 
thi 3 memo heads out. //obody on Melrose ever heard of the 
etcher and nobody recalls anyone doing etching at Melrose 
during recent years. I accordingly conclude that this 
etching must h a ve been inspired by a Suydam and that 
this composition was stirred up without the artist 
ever having laid eyes on Melrose • It goes w ithout saying 
that you may dispose of the magazine as you please # I do 
not want it back. 

•hli ' 4 « Q%L'a?. HC-i 

I regret to, report that my reading machine is beginning 
to drag its feet, as it were. This means I shall have to 
try to get it to town one day this week, hoping as I do, 
that I may have it before too long, —it is such a mighty 
refuge at the end of the day 

In a way, the absence of a reading machine for me must 
a pproximate in some respects your own sense of loss in the 
matter of the newspapers. Who ever would have supposed this 
period of the silent presses would have lasted so long. I rt 
the old days when newspoys at 5th Avenue and 42nd Street 
used to hawk Huey PI Long's Hammond, La., sheet. I 
suppose they might do almost as much business now as then, 
and how is it, the Texas oil millionaires backing McCarthy 
haven't set up a sheet for that scoundrel and got them 
into circulation at this moment when there would be so littj 
competition. Well, Lord, so plays out the week end, 
a nd I hope you got at least a moment of rest and relaxation , 


Monday, Decmeber 7th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your gay note this morning, tucked in with 
your most ample package. May I tell you how entraned I am with 

the whole business. 

• vu-i*. \ £.!•*/* a . os -.'fl.v 

And how surprised and delighted I was to find Lestan on Madame 
de Pompadour's door step. That antediluvian likeness had faded from 
my mind and,I was frankly taken aback with surprise and delight 
when I encountered it. I had opened your package before 
any secretaries had shown up and had placed your note in my folio 
before they rrived, and then had turned to the contents of the packagt 
Dora has mentioned something about a photo and I think this will 
delight him Perhaps la Storm might like one, too, and I am under 
the impression that perhaps somebody like Madam Marco might get a 
mild kick out of one of the smaller ones. Thus has not only my 
day been made the happier but pleasure has been rounded up in advance 
for a number of friends who, thanks to your thoughtfulness, will 
find an extra element of gaiety at Christmas time when this 
souvenir of the old days comes to hand t It would be impossible 
for me to,say hanks, but somehow have a feeling I scarcely 
need try since you and only you have any idea. 

The firworks week end continued into last night when J. H. 
a nd Celeste went to an oyster supper at the J. H..Williams camp 
somewhere on Cane River not to far from town, —on old ienna plantat\ 
I believe. But such frivolity didn t keep Celeste from heading out 
early for a day in Alexandria and 30 I had coffee with Madam Regard 
this morning and she asked me if she couldn t clip out of the 
Paper, — Thursday, December 3rd, 19 53, of the Natchitoches Times, ( 
the line which I had mentioned in a couple of memos back. She didn t 
include the date, of course, and naturally .1 didn t want to 3poil 
her happiness in doing this for me, eside s it is quite possible 

it may not be convenient for you to do other than toss it into the 
basket.. After all, we have had our laugh over the thing, but I 
must say I still find it mildly amusing. 

The enclosures from Iora speak for themselves t I an 

_* ’ ' e . ' , • :-o , 
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writing him. tonight, now that I have a little more understanding 
. of the set up in which he labors, 

My thought to him will be to the effect that restaurants 
are indifferent to the superlative food values of his product, being 
primarily concerned with serving food that is passable and 
vaguely satisfying to casual customers * That is why from the beginni 
I felt that something like Standard Brands would have to push the 
wholesome qud ities of the oil if it could ever make a dent in 
any demand, —wholesale or retail, 

* 

And so I shall point out to him that in my opinion, he 
wd uld do better to skip restaurants for the moment at least until 
he has tried another toe hold ~_through a channel that might 
eventually draw the restaurants into line, In short, I 
shall recommend that he get the.inside track with first one and 
then a succession of large hospitals where food probably receives 
more careful attention than a ny other place of equal size. If his 
product does have some outstanding attributes, the hospitals ought 
to grab ot it, and if patients can be made acquainted with it through 
such an avenue, and docotrs recognise its virtue, then it ought 
to be twice as easy to interest restaurants catering to a trade 
that cultivates the better -nd m ore demanding patrons and 
from hospital to restuarant and thence to one of the Dig concerns 
for the retail trade, what with the ox 2 hospital use of the 
product being q wonderful advertising poiiit for a big food house 
if one should contemplate getting behind it. i‘or if -^ora could 
get some big hospitals to use the stuff in quanity, then, perhaps, 
with quantity rolling, Flemming 0 whatever the prodcuers name is 
might* be willing to give Bora a contract to handle their entire out¬ 
put, . 

Well, anyway, I shall pass this idea along for whatever it 
may seem to be worth to ora, and he can reject it easily enough 
if there are points which make it impracticable, 

I neveraly fell out of bed last night whe, during Meet 
the Press", it was remarked by Miss Lis Bentley or one of her 
questioners, that she itr is teaching in Louisiana, I asked everybody 
I knew today about the place and somebody tbought it was Southern 
University at Mew Scotland, near Baton Rouge, - the colored college, 
Lord, have mercy on us, it wont be long now before old McCarthy will 
be digging up colored spies, I reckon, What will be next, 

’ Thanks, thanks for such a happy day, your note, your package and 
blessings on you for being so kind to me,,,,. 
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Tuesday, December 8th, 19 53 • 


. . ■ ■■ 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Tuesday-Wednesday letter in today's 
post, together with the clippings for J, H, 

...r R {. ' fv'r-ft 4 y/1' h \ i , •!' f V 

Your week end sounded hurly-burly enough, How is it people 
can drag out visitations until 11 o'clock at night when they are 
bound to know that people like you have so many things to do all 

week long, <. 

•, 1 \ - . r *. • • 

But I am glad that somehow you Squeezed. in a bit of rest, which 
is .the most important thing, and that you even got an opportunity 
to do a bit of radio-ing, too, 

And may I thank you for giving me such an excellent account of 
your adventure to the theatre. Even as you inquire, so do I ask 
why it is that good actors get palmed off on such tiresome plays. 

It seems like such a pity when so many things we know of from the pasi 
a iid so many potential ones of which we know not are available • 

Much to my satisfaction, the Henry Adams Opus, "Mont St, Michel 
and Chartres came to hand in yesterday 's post, I didn t know 
what the cartons .contained until I put page one on the Reading 
Machine and the familiar voice of your friend, Alexander Scourby, 
gave the title • I need scarcely add that it was a source of 
much dissatisfaction immediately thereupon when the machine 
died — slap, • 

r , r~- f\ . , , ' r. > f ’ I *1 » T l <. : ' ' W -/ ' 

Celeste telephoned me last night to say she was going into town 
this morning and so I jumped at the opportunity and took the 
machine in and left it with some .radio repair shop, I am 
hoping to learn it is ready by Thursday, and if so, Dr, Knipmeyer 
will bring it with him which will offer me a wonderful opportunity 
to exert self ,control sufficiently to still consider my daily 
routine, reserving Mont St, Michel and Chartres for after 
dark consumption. 

In town I ran into R, B, Williams who told me a fire at the 
J, H, Williams 1 gin at dawning today burned up a dozen bales of cottor 
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Wednesday, December 9th, 19 53 


Then I ran into Mildred Cunningham who ashed me if I didn 
want the big Currier and Ives calendar she usually sends me at 
this season. I said I would , and told her I hoped it had at 
least one reproduction of Louis Maurer s handiwork. She said 
the Traveler's nsurance Company of Hartford, Conn., owns the 
originals of all the several dozen Cufrier and Ives thatthey 
issued on their calendars during the last few years aid that t 
originals are currently on display at the Delgado or some such 
New Orleans, I told her something about Alfy and Louis. £ tiat 
was where I made my mistake. She Went on to say that the new 
Parish Library in Natchitoches \is to have a grand opening m 
a month or so Ahd that she had 'secured the Currier and Ives 
originals for a show and that big wigs from the literary 
and political world were coming for the dedication of the 
Library, and would I accept an invitation to participate 
on the platform. I told her she was wrong in getting me there 
for that, for the big wigs would get all the headlines and , 
no bod would ever hear of Messrs. Currier and Ives. I suggests 
that she delay for a w&ek the "varnishing of her show am 
bv doing that she would get a bit of lime light that would be 
more impressive. She said she would if I would open the show. 
That '3 the way people getjhooked, I suppose. Well, we shaL i 


Memorandum 


James Aswell telephoned this morning, inviting me for lunch 
and saying he would drive down and pick me up if I would honor 
them, I told him I would take a rain check on the invitation with 
a view to some time after the holidays. 

• 

He says he has lost 32 pounds and looks as svelt as a sylph. 
Rosalin chatted a bit, too. She mentioned a somewhat curious 
letter which James had received in the morning mail. It was 
from some man in Houston who wrote : 

• 

"Dear Mr. Aswell, I have just finished reading you book, "There 
One in Every Town" and so I am writing to ask you how I can collect 
eight dollars a man here in Houston has been owing me for more than 
a year. Yours very truly, etc." 


It goes without saying I was altogether delighted to learn 
on the radio that you would be having newspapers today Like you, 

I have been wondering how such papers as The Times will fill in the 
gap of their files spanning the past 11 days. For history's sake, 
there certainly should be something inserted to provide future 
students with what transpired during that interim. I shall be 
so glad to learn if and how this void was filled in. 

* 

What with the matter of 3cholastic segregation being heard 
now by the Supreme Court, it occurs to me you might like to 
have me jot down a couple of impressions of the potentials, as 
viewed from down this way. 

If the Court should rule out segregation, there will of course 
be unpredictable consequences in the South. I suppose the first 
reaction, as suggested by South Carolina's yrnes f will be for 
the individual States to cut their appropriations for public 
education with a resulting rise of a rash of private schools. 

. v • . . > 

There are bound to be convulsions in which, I fear, many an 
innocent child of color will suffer. That will represent the 
terrible.injustice of childrens' children&' children having to pay 
the price of their great, great, great, great grandfathers and fathe 
stupidity. 

The white parent in the South will experience plenty of distres 


And imagine my surprise whe\ 
is not teaching at New Scotland , 
which i 3 the ultimate in the edu 
and is a Catholic set up to boot 
superior 

Picture my further surprise on 
telephone, I was unofficially approached on a pilgrimage 
date for Liz herself. It seems she is scheduled to speak in 
Natchitoches later in the season and before making a» 
request, those in charge of her 
see what reception it would get, if Melrose co 
to, receive the lady. . 
owned, t is or should be considered a 
I didn t care who came 
that if they wished while Liz was here, 
the plantation and show her Carpenter' 
investigated on t he charge that the poor 
had wireless communications with Moscow. 


for negroes but at Grand Couteau 
cational field for young ladies 
, presided over by a Mother 
and all that sort of thing. 

reaching home when, by 
pilgrimage 

_ _ official 

appearance put out a feeler to 
— uld be persuaded 

I responded that Melrose, although privately 
national monument and that 
I added, too, and for ample measure, 

I could ake her b ack on 
s Village which the T. B. 1. 

, untutored negroes there 

____ __ Perhaps smart Liz 

could induce the junior Senator from Wisconsin down this way* 
so the two of them could "make a mountain out of a moth hole . 

What ever is next is no tellin' but, so far as I am concerned, Liz < 
sit on a tack. So turns this day and I shall look to the radio 
in lieu of reading. So glad we both heard E. R. M on the newspaper 
shortage . 














OJ i <> 
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when he seens the results of sending his privileged child to school 
with much out-numbering under priviled^eed children. One reason 
why there are so many under privileged children of color in the 
South is because there are so many under privileged parents, and 
until a step forward ha 3 been made to correct this condition, -- 
a nd the elimination of segregation in the schools is one such ste P» 
the condition will drag on and on, just as it has ever since the end 

of slavery. 

As I see it, there are many substantial reasons and an equally 
vast array of stupid reasons why scholastic segregation should 
be maintained in order that by maintaining the .status quo, 
a measure of some kind of Q uiet and peace may continue to operate 
as of up to now. The same might have been said about the 
inequities of taxes in France prior to the Revolution, J^ose who 
enjoy dl the advantages, of course, are inclined to fight to 
keep the system frozen tight. Those who occupy the less favored 
brackets of society usually aren t sufficiently equipped to 
strike a blow for their rights, 

% 

It may well be that the white privileged child in the South 
who suddenly finds himself in schools attended by a great marjolty 
of under pirvileged colored children —the ways of the white child 
may sag to nobody's advantage by the contacts for a while. ut at th 
time, the ways of the colored children , will automatically begin 
to improve astonishingly to the end that the true level of al 
children will vastly exceed the mean height presently obtaining as 
between the peak of the most privileged and the trough of the least. 
For myself, I am "holding the thought that the Supreme Court may sma 
thesegregation business, heavy as I know the immediate toll ma V e * 
for in the end, everyone will benefit, and at long last, the on¬ 
coming generations in the South will have an opportunity to pay 
something other than lip service to the 1st Commandment, especially 
the part about "thy neighbor as thy self . 

I have ginven considerable thought to the consequences that 
will follow a decision by the Supreme Courtand I come to the conclusi 
I hope the Supreme Court will smash segregation. 

Such o thing will work great hardship for colored teachers in pa 
since most of those in the South have never been required to meet the 
standards of white teachers and probably a vast majority of the color 
teachers will find themselves out of jobs. But althought the 
initial woes will be difficult to bear and correct, the results of 
the operation will justify the use of the knife. 

. , . 

Yesterday's,clous gave way to rain last night and although 
the sun was bright all day, it remains cool. But the free3hias are 
pushing up wonderfully and, withal, delighting my soul.,...,. 


Thursday, December 10th, 1953, 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find the deftly wrapped, fat box of stationery 
in the morning's post. 

And may I congratulate you on the substantial packing which 
automatically guaranteed delivery without so much as the vaguest 
suggestion that it hadn t come slap off the press. 

• 

I love the whole thing so much that with thi3 extra supply, 

I shall feel no qualms at all about using it so much more freely 
in the numerous letters that flow out of here daily, And the 
nicest thing about it is that the association of the giver somehow 
makes me feel that the mail is being tossed off jointly, and 
if the responses show a measure of pleasure, I feel instinctively the 
so much of this is do to the fact that two people, not one, were 
concerned with the writing. 

The mail continues rather heavy but will undoubtedly begin taperi 
off shortly, when letters start being replaced by Christmas cards. 

I shall send some of the in-coming letters along under separate cove 
or perhaps in this envelope, if, os I hope, I may be able between 
now and tomorrow's post, I am able to extract a few addresses from 
this or that one. From here on out through the holiday period, 

I shall send anything of immediate interest in the envelope with 
the day's memo, batching anything else * if there be a quantity, undei 
separate cover, so whenever anything bearing the familiar two pencil 
marks comes to hand and you are too rushed for travia, you may file i 
afiay for subsequent leisure reading, in full knowledge that 3uch 
envelopes contain .nothing of primary importance. 

Montana, Washington, D. C. and Dallas figured in the day's batet 
of pilgrims and with a single exception, it was a pretty dull lot. 
But those sort of days happen now and then, and the great advantage 
is that I can whisk the like.s of them through the tour so that 
they land at the front gate again almost before they realize they 
h a ve entered. 

One of my friends, Tom, and his brother are sitting in jail 
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after a couple of hundred pounds of pecanes were found 
in their little cabin, hard by the Indian Mound, The temptation 
to get extra money over and above that paid by the plantation for 
gathering the crop is too much some times t but I have always 
felt that the real scoundrels in the transaction are not those 
who sell but those crumby hill billies to entice the negroes 
to sell, for the buyers know well enough where the sellers live and 
that they are playing the role of fence which is what enables the 
sale to be consumated. It seems wise, under the prevailing system, 
to come down hard on the seller who is apprehended butone s 
sympathy remains regardless. 

I was rather astonished to learn at what high stakes 
are involved in the Black Jack card games that operate all during 
pecane gathering time. On a good day, a nimble picker rounds up 
6 or 8 dollars of recompense for his labors, and, I am told on 
the authority of participants in the resulting games, that last 
Friday night, one 19 year old youth won a little over 1 60 dollars. 
Another youth with much less luck won but 90. As with 
gentlemen of lighter hue frequenting the stock exchange, these 
youths cannot resist the impulse for gains by games of chance, and 
as in all such efforts, the losses sustained by the other participan 
who cannot afford to loose is certainly depressing to say the least. 
They labor a year to arrive at the time when money for clothes and 
other necessities arrive and then, having rounded up the cash, 
hazard it on the turn of a card, with one out of a hundred having 
o/i ything to show for the sweat of their brows. 

It goes without saying that I was slap happy today when Dr. 
Knipmeyer arrived with what appeared to be a week end traveling bag, 
which turned out to be my reading machine. Having been on the 
jump all day * and what with several letters to toss off tonight be¬ 
fore calling it a day, I find I must exercise the greatest 
self control in putting off the hour when I collapse in my arm chair 
and see what A. Scourby, esquire, has to do with the creations 
of ojxe Henry Adams, also, Esquire. 

I can't recall if I mentioned a news broadcast from the Congo 
a night or two ago, wherein the speaker, mentioning what was going 
on in Bermuda, refered to it as "La Conference des Invalides" which 
me as both pert and pat. 

But now I must get to my mail, but before so doing, may I shy t, 
again and again to you for the happiness brought my wy by hou today 


Friday, December 11th, 1953, 


Memorandum: 

i c - 

It began raining at 4 a.m. and drizzled most of the day. 
Naturally I was glad. And because I undertook everything in 
the domestic line that could be *studied up", I feel pleasantly 
tired tonight and shall probably begin nodding over the Adams 
opus before the disk has revolved a couple of times. 

The day's mail wasn't^ much but you will find Carolyn's letter 
interesting. I shall drop her a line tonight, giving her the 
"Co Ahead" signal 

Naturally I am delighted that the Storm-0'Brien contact has 
afforded Carolyn so much pleasure during her California stay. 

And I am twice as glad that she and Erma and Farley have found 
something to delight them in the Maria Therese story. The 
importance of that story is not ax ything Carolyn will do with it, 
but rather it serves mightily as a foot bridge or gang plank 
which will provide her with a feeling of strength during 
the days just ahead when, on returning to Marshal. 1, she will 
have to. begin casting about for something to do. 

It is my guess that if anybody does ai ything about a novel 
on Marie Therese, that person will be Farley. ut in the mean time 
thanks to Carolyn, he is interested, —and so will la Storm be ,- 
and in the mean time the enthusiasm' it engenders in Carolyn will 
keep her afloat until the next enthusiasm enters her orbit. 

If Farley ever gets anywhere with Marie Therese he will 
have ax other subject served up to him on which he ax A I will 
get our heads together. For surely the Slave Prince of Natchez 
is something that would send both Carolyn ax d Farley spinning 
into the middle of next week if they ever heard of it. But 
it will be caple time to breathe the story'of the Prince after 
they have completely worn out Marie Therese and you may be sure 
I shall never bring up the matter until the first enthusiasm 
has been well worked over. 

^ - C t 

•* °ff hand, and perhaps because I am a little sleepy, I envision 
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both the story of Maria Therese and. The Prince a s marvelous 
material for biography, novel and movie for Brazil which 
long ago got over the racial prejudice if it ever had any, What 
with the country about to start shaking in its shoes, —it seem3 so 
odd nobody seems to sense the implications of the impending 
Supreme Court decision on seggregation, —I can t imagine the 
United States or any of the English speaking countries , as in 
anything like a receptive frame of mind for at least another 
decade or two That i 3 why I have been glad to get her name into 
print in the Picayune and Natchitoches papers, for, as in the case 
of the Black Swan, if the name once gets into print, it will be 
there and waiting for somebody when people grow up and 
are capable of seeing the terrific stories involved, no 
longer blinded by the racial prejudices which prevent them 
from seeing anything at the moment but the color of the skin and 
not the tremendous qualities and tragedies being played out 
before their very eyes, Some day America and the world will wake u\ 
to the value of these treasures and there's vast compensation in 
having been able to have saved them from oblivion and pass them 
ai ong to those who will be able• to do something with the material 
when the climate of human society enables these characters to 
thrive in the hearts of men, 

Actually, The Brothers Metoyer offer something unheard of in 
history, what with the one married to the Prudhomme heiress just 
up the river a piece while the other is married to Marie Therese 
down the river no furtlter, and a dud story running concurrently 
of the two households, the differences in sense of values, in 
capabilities and so on would bestaggcring , Put actual*ties in 

so a"re fabulous than anyone c^uld i.aag've 
trying tc pi' 1 ' f^lctcblc trcpplngo cn the truth 


; i i 


•ft, 
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see. 
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But Lord 


C, rK * a Ivi;. fer- If?' U f- turning out to be, 

there were a half dozen things 1 had in mind to 
\hen I beqan it but these all seem to have elude 


And besides 
talk about when 


began 


eluded me 


Celeste find she was never more busy. The Catholic 
Daughters or the Service League or some such are planning a 
frolic tomorrow night and as near as I can make out, everyone 
is wearing herself out in making endless preparations for the 
thing, - the Chairman of the Floral Committee, the Chairman of the 
Refreshment Committee, the Chaiman of the Enttertainment ■committee, 
and heaven alone know what others seem all to be chasing about 
whilke a Whirling Defvish and when the gong sounds tomorrow niqht, 
ill, I suppose, will be on the point of collapse, the squirrel s 
wheel has been going around and around so fast,. So closes 
the week and I am entranced at my own situation, what with 
the quiet that affords us this little chat and A, Scourby 
just waiting for somebody to give him the nod to start going on 
St, Michel and Chartres,•••••• 




0446 


Sunday, December 13th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 


I 


How nice to find your letter in Saturday,'s post, but how sorry 
I am to learn that you have had such-a time with the cold. And 
how unfortunate that it should have had to flatten you out at 
such a season when the demands on your time must have been so 
pressing. 

It would appear that both you and I through circumstances beyond 
our control are likely to assist the post office employes by cutting 
down the number of out-going packages before the holiday seassn, and 
if so, we shall at leqst have the satisfaction of knowing that 
although this was accomplished through no design on our part, the 
lightening of the burden for the carriers is the same, 

• 

The fact that you finally felt up to writing, convinces me 
that you really are definitely on the mend but I pray y 0 u to 
skip everything you can in the two weeks ahead in order to conserve 
your strength, and as every day is Christmas for me in the 
direction of little Miss Lee, let's skip all thought of packages until 
afier the current excitement has died down and the health barometer ha> 
gone up, 

- 

And may l thank you for giving me so many intersting particulars 
; Frederika's 0 nUs. Ye3, by all means, let us add it to the 

~ t • , ■ /i n __ _ l j _ T -i. ^ - 4- k „ ^ v. -4. 


a bout ~ r - - 

next list of Library of Congress suggestions, I, too, thought 
we should have had such a list in November, but none has come to hand 
as yet. Perhaps Washington got bogged down with the pursuit of 
old Santa or some such, 

t T!C. i. ' ' *. x '- ' 

And may I thank you for telling me of your discovery o t 
Dr, Miller's cabin and "gloomy" Yucca in the Bodd Mead publtca 
That certainly was .a surprise Somehow I had never thought of 
such ai adjective as gloomy for Yucca and I am wondering if the picture 
appearing in the book carries out the impression of gloom suggested 
in the caption. Perhaps anything Afrvcan suggests gloom to some people 





( 
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I have what I believe to be the only photograph ever made of 
Robert UcA'lpin's partner's home, —the Marco house which Eddy Suydam 
or may not have included in his Old Louisiana sketches, But from 
oldsters who could remember the McAlpin house, I gather that his 
residence was along lines of the Marco house and had nothing to do 
with Congo architecture, and, after all, there would have been 
no reason for such a man coming whence he came and living where he 
did, to have a residence in any way embracing Congo features, 

Thirty hours have elapsed since I read your letter and I 
don't recall the full names of the two people who compiled 
this book, but if memory serves from yesterday, Schermer and partner 
were both ladies, This doe3 not jibe with my memory of the two 
people who came here a long time back to take pictures for a 
literary pictorial things which, 1 assume, turned out to be this boo 
I recall quite distinctly that that pair passed as a lady and 
a gentleman, and when mention was made of Yucca, I mentioned 
the contempoary writers whom it had housed and assumed that if 
the ucca picture appeared, it would be in connection with 
the writing of Saxon, Brandford, Field or some such, little 
dreaming that its "gloom" would cover old Simon Legreee • 

Lord, Lord what strage twists history takes between the hours 
of research and the moment of tumbling from the press. 

On Friday night t while waiting for the news, I got bored by 
some Western Blood and Thunder piece, - "Cund Smoke 11 or some such $ • 
so I instincitvely gave the dial a twist, and was astonished to 

here some cracker drawl, , announced : "This Is No . el", M a ving 

just heard so much Hell a split second before, the Georgia drawl 
seemed to be speaking of Hell and definitely not Christmas, which 
j ust goes to show how slowly my mind can function, 

I thoroughly enjoyed Saturday night for I wasn't very tired 
and a dri 22 le outside made everything seem doubly cosey within, 

Mr, and Mrs, Coombs had passed this way enroute to Alexandria, bring 
me a big box of brocoli and two two huge heads .of cauliflour or howe 
one spells choufleur. In anticipation of a prolonged sitting with 
Henry Adams, I prepared some sprigs of the choufleur, raw, and some 
salted carckers and a gob of dressing, and as Mont St, Michel and 
Chartres unfolded,I found that both the text and the food cooperated 
neatly in staving off the sandman. Without knowing much about it, 

I have a feeling that there were many similarities between the 
charaters of Henry Adams and "little Marcel" who probably may have 
known each other, I am impressed in the present opu3 by the 
Parallel ta 3 te of Henry Adam3 as manifested by his obvious pleasure 
in rattling off the names of Cathedral towns o Europe, especial, ly 
the Norman, just as little Marcel s a ted quite frankly that he 
enjoyed doing the samd thing. And I find even Les^an likes enumeratii 
things like Mer3aille3, Trianon, Marly, Bellevue St, Cloud, etc,, ett 


Monday, December 14th, 1953, 


Memorandum : 

i's cold. And as the sky is cloudless, there will probably 
be quite a heavy frost. Besides, the brisk, cold bree 2 e blowing 
all day seemed to chill everything before sun up and it died down onl 
with first dark. 

But the freeshias an all the other children are safely 
tucked under warm covering and so I can luxuriate in the warmth of 
Yucca in full 'ealixation that the rest of the family is all snug, 

I got a chance to read a little last night and almost 
seemed to share it, thinking as I did while the disks turned, how 
much another would have enjoyed sharing it, 

I was in that section of Chartres, having to do with the buildin 
of the cathedral, Mr, Adams really sets forth some fascinating 
details. Until I had contemplated this section a little, I 
hadn't reali 2 ed how many churches of Catholic persuation across the 
world were dedicated to saints, such os Peter, Isaac t John and, 
shall I say, Martin, But what set me to thinking thus was the 
point Mr. Adams made in pointing out how in He de France in the 
eleven hundreds, there was a burst of determination in behalf of 
the Virgin, —Notre Dame de Paris, Notre Dame de Rheims, Notre 
Dame de Chartres and so on. 

And according to Mr, Adams Chartres was more exclusively 
devoted to the Virgin than any other and reached such a pitch that 
while the Father and the Son were permitted to appear, they definitel 
were playing second fiddle at best, and the whole business, ~and the 
was a heap of it, was all concerned with the Virgin, And it 
3 eem 3 that all this "notre Dame" enthusiasm began to get into 
the hair of the Holy Papa at ■Rome and from that day to this, I 
gather, Rome tends to frown or try to ignore whenever"M a ruology" 
tends to get out of hand. And don't you love that word, "Maryloogy"• 
I can see plainly enough that before long we shall be applying 
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Tuesday, December 15th, 1953. 


1 


an "ology" to more people that we can shake a stick at. 

For instance, 1 know one or two "McCarthyologists" and one or 
to "Lizologists" but as for us, let's remain just plain 
"Eleanoreologists" regardless. 

And before leaving such tomfoolery, I must remark that I 
giggled to myself last night when some news commentator, speaking 
of an appointment at the ite House this week which the President 
is according the Goernovr of Hew ork State, inadvertently 
got the first letter of each of the two words mixed up and 
blandly set forth none other than "Dovernor Gewey" . 

• 

In pursuance of your reference to the time being ripe for 
another proposed list coming to hand from the Library of Congress, 
one came in today's post. It seems to be a little fatter than 
usual and is in a manila folder the size of this stationary. 

I shall try to find a like one in size in order to send it along 
shortly. 

. 

Oddly enough, it was only the Congressional letter that came 
to hand today. From two or three quarters I had i 00 ked for 
Parcel Post packages, —nothing of any importance, but 
the few things which I had counted on long since as pleasant to 
have to hand before time to wrap up a Christmas package. As 
yet, nothing of the sort has put in an appearance and so I have 
not been able to comply with the Post Office suggestion to mail 
early. 

The ladies across the fence returned from their week end funera\ 
party and both seem to be in the pink of condition. The flowers 
were numerous and beautiful and the people altogether charming. 

I didn't hear anything about the funeral and how the corpse fared, bij 
I suppose that may well have been a matter of secondary importance. 

So often one associates grief and sorrow with funerals that the 
present expection seems altogether novel. To be quite honest, 

I have no objection to such an attitude on anybody's part, but 
what puzzles me is why anybody goes to so much trouble to 
attend such a frolic if one isnt too much depressed by the 
lds3 of one's relatives. But T suppose it is the frolic, not 
the funeral, which makes the effort worth while, and if this be 
true, then the week end seem,s to have delighted everybody....... 


W4W- 

"'''S’ 


Jl.’JO' 


Memorandum s 

How nice to find your lovely letter of Thursday noon at 
lunch time in today's post. 

I gather your cold is indeed on the mend and I am 
holding the thought that all the hustle and bustle of these 
busy days don't induce its return. I follow the Manhattan 
weather picture with vast t interest and I must say that some 
of the recent reports don t sound too helpful to those who 
like you have been suffertng from such seasonal indispositions. 

The incoming mail begins to increase in volume but as 
nothing I have ordered comes to hand, I do nothing to increase 
the burden of the parcel post department. 

There was a flock of letters and cards today but as 
my entire afternoon was cluttered up with tiresome people, never 
got around to confer with a secretary until long after supper 
when Y. C., hoping to round up two bits for 3how fare, passed this 
way and gave me a brief hand. A dozen letter wait to be added 
to the morrow.'s batch, although I suspect some of them are probably 
cards and that will make fast going. There was a package 

from "Lady of the Lake", being something in the nature of a key ring, 

I believe, and there seems to be a lovely jacket from Rudolph. 

I am sure I shall eventually get my bed cleared of all the trash now 
piled high on it but that will be some time later, after 

I have had an opportunity to sort out a few things and acknowledge 

this or that item, therebye insuring, I hope, no mix up of 
names and addresses. 

I read a little last night from the Adams opus 0 n 
a variety of points falling under the general heading of Fenestration 
I don't recall ever using the word in english, but at the same 
time, I found.myself wondering how it is that i n French, German 
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Latin and so on the word for window should, be so similar and so 
utterly different i n English, The Adams interpretation 
of the Chartres windows and their cretaio n is bubbling over with 
erudition and delight, and the whole marked with dashes of 
vaguely caustic remarks concerning some of the clerical influences 
on church building in particular and in dogma in general, 

I find it quite entertaining to note the differing social groups 
of the 12th century who g a ve many of these windows, royalty, the 
nobility the carpenters, the wool merchants, the furriers and 
so on, ithat with the vast organizations in the field of Labor Union 
today I sometimes tend to forget a bout the old CuiId systems of 
q or 9 hundred years ago when things were likewise pretty well 
wrapped up in o 1le form or another, 

# - * r\ r '\ 

And speaking of things relating to the Church, I must confess 
that I stuck my nose into Catholic matters today by penning a line 
to one of the big Church papers, recommending that some organization 
be established within the realm of mundane affairs pertaining to 
the Church a Commiettee of some kind, made up somewhat after 
the patterA of the Art Commission that looks into plans for 
construction and destruction of buildings in Washington, D, C, 

I pointed out that to my knowledge several Catholic churches 
of some historical merit have been’torn down, apparently with 
no thought of their artistic and historical value, by priests who, 
a s but new comers to their particular parish, have given no 
thought to the havoc they have wrought, and suggesting that 
the Church put a curb on this wanton destruction by having some comp 
group give thought and approval to such plans in advance of any 
final decision on the part of the parish priest, This might 
slow u_ the demolitions a little but too often the gentlemen 
concerned are so much better, I hope, at theology than history that 
they give little thought and care less about such matters 9 At the 
moment , the Cathedral in Natchitoches is balancing back and 
forth on a decision whether to tear it down or to repair it t And 
the presiding priest seems to have the say about such matters and 
he knows as much about historic values as a hog knows about a 
holid&fys lady doctor was called to administer to Celeste this 
morning before breakfast t As I understand it, Celeste was sick 
from exhaustion and from'upset stomach• here wa3 a party lust 
night somewhere or other and apparantly a tired stomach couldn t 
manage, Still the wheel of the squirrel 's cage flies around 
and nobody, I am told, understands the squirrel, How thin f 
runs Civi1ization 1 s thread and how marvelous that it doe3n t 
fritter away sooner than it does,,,,*• 


Wednesday, December 16th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

How much you would enjoy the view from where I 3it, 

I turned out my desk lamp so I could let.my view rove around 
the White Carden, bathed in a silvery whiteness of the waxing moon 
that is truly delicious. Last night and again tonight, the 
thermometer will touch a low exceeding anything we had in 
December, January or February of last year, and what with 
the humidity being low, the crispness of the air and the 
brilliance of the moon does really wonderful things to 
the whiteness of the sun dial and the dark green of the 
bamboo hedge beyond. 

Celeste went to the hospital in town last night, I guess 
the lady doctor thought it would be better and much more convenient 
11 around I would collqpse at the thought of a hospital, but 
Celeste seems to enjoy such doings and so I imagine she had 
a pleasant night of it and probably today was filled with no 
end of vists a nd gabfests. At supper J, H. remarked that 3he is 
back home again tonight, I shall probably see her Q n the morrow, 

Pat asked me if I wouldn t paqs by that way with him tonight, but 
I demurred naturally I don t believe in starting such things 
a nd what with three olher people there and perhaps a bevy of 
Reverend Fathers, there will be ample entertainment without 
nyone missing me. 

At the post office this morning, the clerk handed me a registerei 
jack a ge, remarking as he jotted down the insurance number, that it 
came from Dallas, *t was a cylindrical tube, perhaps four 
a nd a half feet in length and as it came from Dallas, I assumed 

the pfs‘ik n gs to ■ n*' l-i n -in i J :: J s 


On ■■ 


o 

* i * 
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hursday , December jrGth, 19 53< 


.4 ' j'les a year not 

to mention the accompanying mud that is bound to stick to the 
shoes of endless droves of pilgrims, I cannot see using a hooked rug 
on the floor In the first place, the thing is too nice for 
the floor and, secondly , I cannot imagine anything in the carpet 
line ever contrived by man that was better designed to catch and 
hold m ud than a hooked rug. And so I shall perhaps find a place 
for il on some w a ll after the manner of the *obelin of C a ne 
River origin on the*back gallery What with Clenene's "baptisin'" 
over the double doors at the West end of the gallery, pephaps the 
African House rug might balance it nicely on the h ast end, over 
the entrance to the Vhapel, hi t I fear that would be a little heavy, 
Lut mentioning the u hapel suggests to my mind that eventurally I 
might find it looked pretty immediately in front of the alter, 
for the subject, at least, would somehow harmonise with the coloring 
of "us-es little boy", 

A card friithe Kleisers comes to hand, having been 
cancelled in Orange so they must have made it back to home base 
without dropping off here, Perhaps they will come just after 
Christmas, as they have done before, I must write Caroline 
and set her mind at rest. You will note the reference to 
Briarwood in the enclosed letter. As Briarwood uses open 
fires, it seems a little daring that Caroline should have gone off 
leaving Virginia locked in the house, Caroline, of all the 
people I ever knqw, has less concept of what a half hour might 
be and I shouldn t be surprised if actually she had a bsented herself 
for half a day, without ever sensing it, 

I think I 3hall leave my desk lamp out and now have a 
go at Chartres by moonlight,.....,,. 


Memorandum : 

The weather remains cold and cloudless, The heat of 
the sun has been cut by a breeze off the ice cakes but 
aai tonight the wind as cease and the moon as big and 
full of radiance as last night, 

I qot around to a bit of reading before my head, started 
nodding and I vastly enjoyed Ur, Adams account of the twelth 
century woman whom he admired tremendously although he did remark 
that we shall never understand her any more than we sha,ll 
comprehend the 20th century ones. His gaiety at certain 
places in his profundity is one element that makes the 
reading ripple along so readily, I guess. 

This morning I saw the ladies at the coffee hour. They 
seemed as frisky as kittens an$ although I made some reference 
to yesterday's hospitalizatio the, touching on tfiat subject 
seemed as out of line and some’discussion of last summer s picnic 
or some such, I have always been impressed by the speed 
with which children can slump and perk up again. 

Last night I got to the end of the memo before mentioning 
the Harness letter which I believe I enclosed. Isn t it 
interesting that Carl has taken up pointing It would 
interesting to trace back the influences that set him to dipping 
into the paint pots. I shouldn t be surprised if Clemence, 
the President and further back, ttye Prime Minister had, all 
contributed to this impulse, Don t you think I ought to 
write him, to ask for a sample of his handiwork I certainly 
would like to get an impression 0 f his mode of expression 
through such a medium. 


Today's incoming mail was heavy with 
else and as is usually the case many of 
people \phose names I have never know, or, 
have completely forgotten their identity, 
those which interest me not at all f since 
cannot write, even to acknowledge a favor 
some how squeeze out a card, at Christmas, 


cards a little 
the cards come from 
if having heard of them 
And then there are 
some people who 
during the year, can 
and so often these 
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are those, to borrow and add to the Hall Mark greeting card 
slogan those who "care enough to send the very best, —second 
class"\ 

I am told that Emil v Post says that sending Christmas cards 
second class is alright, and it probably is for her and I am 
sure I am quite indifferent as to which class people use when 
posting their own cards # For myself, however, who send no cards an< 
I should find it difficult to send any greetings that had 
the postage cut in half . j4nd that, I suppose, just goes to 
show how old fashioned am I, 

■» 

A while back 1 read a book about Simon de liontfort and 
there were a few references in that volume, and not at all 
flattering, to Eleanore of Guyenne • Adams says she was 
unquestionably the greatest woman of the 12th or any other century, 
Unlike the author of the Montfort book Adams admires her, I 
have never read a biography of her and'l find it a great pity 
H. Adams Esquire, didn't toss one off, for he seems to know lots abi 
her He mentions her power over her husband while Queen of 
France and the two daughters she bore hi mm He merely touches 
on her adventures in the Holy Land her frolicsome ways with 
a handsome salve, her equally handsome uncle and even with 
Saladin, Then, back in France, he mentions the divorce which 
she apprantly persuaded the King to get put through and 
her marriage to the King of England by whom she be-got 8 chilren, 
the second of whom was Richard. Coeur de Li orit And, as 
Grade Allen was want to say "I'm pretty, too" and, 
qpparantly wonder of wonders, she had good sen&e to boot, 

» 

I liked one twist in the family tree when her two daughters, 
born when Queen of France, were married to two powerful nobles,- 
the Comte de Champagne and the. Comte de Chartres t while the 
sister of those two gentlemen, following the royal divorce, 
married the King, therebye becoming her own grandpa or 8ome such, 

I was glad to hear the re-broadcast last night of the 
Presidential press conference which, I believe, was said to have bet 
the first ever put on the air, I should think it would be 
desireab'le to do this sort of thing frequently, for I must say 
it gives one a glimpse first hand that commentators, no matter 
how good, cane possibly convey second hand, 

% 

I shall enclose a liter from the Library of Congress if T can 
find it. And so C B S had to re-write their contracts for 
Invitation to Learning . . 


Friday, December 18th, 2953* 


Memorandum : 

It's Christmas, and I'm loving it, thanks to the post 
from Lyme* 

* 

And if, by glancing at the date line of this memo, you think 

I'm a little bit ahead of time, you are perfectly right, - 

in a way. But the truth is that with the arrival of your 

package, I simply couldn't resist undoing it, —it arrived 

in perfect condition, let me hasten to add, - and my bed never 

looked so pretty all day long until secretary time, what with 

the beautifully wrapped packages scattered about in such rich projusi 

<* 

Helen was bubbling over with delight and surprise, at the 
gayly wrapped package ear marked for her. She cou'ldn t real y 
believe it was for her and asked me to let her re-read the 
message on it. She was giggling with delight as she departed, 

And no sooner was she out of sight than I departed, too, 
carrying with me the two exquisitely wrapped packages for the ladies 
across the fence Celeste had not returned from town but Madam 
Regard was there, I didn t sit down. As she held them in her 
hands, gazing at them, she said that Miss Lee is such a loive y 
person and her packages so much more beautifully wrapped ^ an 
the one she had mailed to her yesterday that she could only admire 
the packages from Lyme the more. 

Little Miss Ciemence's gift is still sitting on my bed and 
will makes its way to her on the morrow. So are my cigarettes sittm 
there, too, with a prospect of opening them later tonight when 
I really settle down to letting the 12th century take care 
of itself or one evening while I devlote myself ot the 17th 
century exclusively . 

I hadn't opened the large flat packages until after the 
secretary had departed and accordingly had all the plaisir of Plaisi 
de France to myself. I have been entranced by many things 
explored by lamp light and my enchantment will be doubled on 
the morning when by daylight the coloring stands forth even more 
brilliantl The wonderful thing about this magazine has always 
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Sunday, December 20th, 2953» 


been that its ideas are so delicious and often so original that 
one feels as though he had just made an excursion into a dozen 
nebular concepts on turning through it__either in the advertising 
section or those devoted to atic'les and art t I am truly delighted 
to have it. 

And the sumptuous wrapping papers of Plaisir de trance and 
of the record continue to grace my downy couch, giving it such o 
festive air. But the record itself is resting slap on 
the reading machine. Frankly, I was n uite unprepared for the sound 
that struck my ears at.first, for f although I don t know why, 

I had assumed it was some musical recording » But when the 
first words re a ched me, my surprise was instantly swept away 
By my delight for it chanced that I had begun on the side 
that starts of with La Cigale et le Fourrni, followed by 
Le Corbeau et le Renard, --old, old favorites which I had 
not heard in Lol these many years, and it transported me 
to forgotten "lands beyond the sea" as mentioned in the lines 1 
think I once,quoted from the verses set to the music of von Beethoven 
Minuette in G, 

% 

And quite aside from the excellent voice that records these 
old time favorites, there is something unique about the record 
itself, for it is the first one in all the reading machine disks I 
nave gon through that i n no way carries any sound save that of 
the recording voice. Usually, you may recall, when any record 
is touched by the needle, there' is a slight sound that seems 
an inevitable consequence of the needle in contact with the disk • 

But in this record, and for the first time, there is no sound what¬ 
soever either at the beginning of the record or in the spaces between 
the ending of one Fable and the beginning of the next. 

And so tonight, instead of Henry Adams, it's going to 
be an all Jean de la Fontaine program f and *n the days ahead, 

Jean de la *'ontaine is going to find a place readily to hand, 
along side the Carmen Caballero rendition of the Strauss Waltzes, 




h 


which ever so often between jumps, will find, a 
revolving disk to bring delight and relaxation 
it is projected as association with the donnor 
making everything coming from the machine have 
value of more than a thousand fold. 


place on the 
to my soul as 
and theeebye 
an increase in 


And so it's Christmas, and I even borrowed some of the 
shredded paper from your package to fill out the corners of 
a box I packed tonight and will head on its way in the same mail 
taking this letter. Bless your heart for making me so happy,,,. 


Memorandum : 

And even as was Friday night, so was Saturday all over again 
and more, for not only did I have ax opportunity to examine 
Plaisir de France under most favorable circumstances, but also 
I had an opportunity to go, into my favorite Impressionist 
with dntitay night, as a sort of imposition of fortitude, I forced, 
myself to save the last and largest folio for Saturday night, aid 
so, between Fables,, and much decorating, I could explore the 
haxidiwork of that somewhat forlorn little man to whom life seemed 
to hold out such meager joys but who, in turn, wa3 able to create 
canvases that so many people after him would love and cherish for 
their simplicity and charm. 

But Rousseau never seemed quite so precious to me as I 
held in one hand your lovely, lovely card, done in a manner so 
equisite and to my inner joy, and the sheer contrast of wisdom and 
the ultimate in artistry of a more subtle refinement, contrasting 
sharply with the utter child-like pleasure of Rousseau made 
a combination that delights my Christmas season no end • 

. . I was so interested in what you had to say about the Arab and abou 

the nude lady on the couch in full jungle. They are so gay »» 
themselves that, I suppose one runs across reproductions more radily, wh 
is good but for that very reason, the ones in the present sumptuous 
folio, being less requently run across, seem to make them more 
precious and I have no doubt that living with them as I shall 
daily do in the weeks ahead, I 3hall probably cherish the others 
the more because the masterpieces of any artist have a way °f 
growing on one when one becomes beter and better acquanted with 
all hi 3 works, and particularly those more seldom seen. 

And today Pat asked me to run over to Montrose with him in his 
little British car. The thing is so small, —o n the Citroen type, 
that the bare pecane trees against the sky seemed ever so more 
brave and barren and instinc itvely I realized that living last 
night with Rousseau's leafless trees, the Montrose pecane limbs seemed 
more previous and loser to the heart than ever before • 

• 

And in between times last night, I had lots of fun clearing the 
decks for Christmas, I, of course, had saved the two sets of carillon 


\\ 
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Monday, December JZ2nd, 19 53. 


from last year, and these I suspended from the L and the S of the 
andirons in the living room fireplace, banked by a huge bouquet of 
glistening branches of grandifloras, —a big armful which I had 
gathered a couple of months back when the burrs or cones or whatever 
were at their heaviest with red seeds, even more abundant that 
those depicted by A dubon in one of the early plates of his Birds sene 

And I had saved m y candles from last year, too and what with 
their gay pine cones prettily adjusted, the living room took 
on a realiy festive atompphere . It was so pleasant f with only 
the candles lighted and aean de la i 1 ontaine 3 characters 
speaking in the shadows which, it seems to me, is as pleasant a 
way to hear them as I have ever known, 

Naturally my thoughts turned in the direction of Lyme and whenever 
that occurs, I never feel alone • 

» 

Fortunately a cloud coverage and an occasional drizzle on 
Saturday kept down intruders and the same obtained today. This 
gave me an opportunity to round up a lot of t odds and ends and 
to knock off a stack of letters which didn t put me even with the 
incomin cards but which helped a lot in moving in the right 
d irection, 

Celeste had a letter from Juanita saying that the Joe Henrys would 
not come to Melrose for Christmas a nd today at dinner, J. H, 
casually remarked that he had just talked with Joe on the phone 
aid that they would be here for Christmas, Mow that is where that 
m a tter stands, but I am holding the thought that they will come, for 
the bigger the crowd when the Shrev port contingent moves in, 
the better. 

And you will get a laugh out of this. After # o 11 the excitement 
n bout me getting "something you have always wanted , it finally 
arrived, I sometimes wonder if people unknowingly set forth 
aspirations that certainly aren't their own and so give false impressio 
or if other people beduase of some mental twist, cook up desires 
which they attribute to others with no. apparent basis for so doing. 

Be that as it may, I cannot ever remember thinking about the 

virtues of what actually came to hand, and while it is no 

doubt a convenience for some people, it never occured to me to have 

the. slightest desire to possess such a thing..... — an electric clock . 

Isn't that a scream. A card that surprised me the most came 

from Kansas City, A note or two to Marybeth D a vis had been returned, 

and I thought she had probacy died in the Hpryig floods, when Lo. come 

a card, —and no address on the envelope, She s a kind person and j 

it's nice to know she still in the land of the living. Such a nice 


Memorandum : 

Curious stationery, yes, no ...... .well, the store is closed and 

I can't seem to set hand to any ample supply of the ordinary fool s - 
cap, and so I might place a dunce cap on my brow for not having 
thought about such matter before this late hour, I shall try to 
remember to leave adequate margins at top and bottom, however, so 
the printing may be detatched, if that seems adviseable • 

Safely tucked away in my aromoir are a stack of letters, in¬ 
cluding one from little Miss Lee, one from Dora, one from la Storm, 
etc,, etc., not to mention what appears to be a flock of cards. 

Second and third rate secretaries passed this way prior to the 
hour helen was expected and I let them sail along t but at supper time 
Juanita told me that she thought Helen was helping her grandmother 
move from some place on Little Diver to another place on Little Diver, si 
at the bridge the setting that somehow always reminded me of 
Messrs Currier and Ivies, as Mr. Belle would 3tyle it. 

I am enjoying this evening's unusual warmth and all windows and 
doors are ajar I suppose I am trying to make the most of it because 
the Weather bureau says that a cold wave rolling Southward from tae 
Rockies has already taken over Oklahoma where it is now 20 degrees above, 
and the same n nw a nted thermometer readings will be ours late 
tomorrow afternoon. I am hoping an unexpected breeze may spring up 
from the Julf and knock the cold front back to Wyoming o where ever. 

hings were in a mild hubbub across the fence this morning at the 
coffeee hour. Madam Regard is up and doing again but she was getting 
whisked around over non-essentials such as which chair she should not 
sit in and so on. I have charted so many storms in the p&st that 
I was not at all surprised to get my shoulder dampened, and not with 
coffee, before leaving. Although the husband, I was assured, would 
never look at any one else, still he is altogether too much indifferent 
to her interests, not sufficiently concerned over the question 
of out-going Christmas cards and so on and so forth. It is 
true that he 3 eems interested that she will see Europe as she really 
wants to this summer but that is not the thing, —it s the Christmas 
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cards about which he lacks enthusiasm, I got that patched up which 
is another way of saying that I provided an adequate audience 
for the performance of the mistreated wife and probably that mood 
held at least until noon, or perhaps a little after noon when 
Frances Henry could provide another listener, for Frances was 
expected to stop off here on her way to Baton Rouge where she 
will spend the night and thence on to Hew Orleans where she will 
board a boat' for a quick holiday cruise to Panama, being back 
in time for the opening of college on or about January 4th, Why 
anybody wants to take such a trip, heading out for no where to 
see nothing, I cannot imagine but she will have had a sea voyage and 
will probably come back having seen and absorbed just exactly as 
much as will the other lady doing a round in Europe nest summer. 

At dinner today, we dined on venison somebody having 
shot a deer somewhere in the Montrose hills . I suppose it is the 
most difficult meat t in the world to roast but -uanita did a good 
job of it. But don t ask me why anybody should want to shoot a 
deer, for I wouldn't have the vaguest notion, I am glad they are 
becoming more numerous in these parts. Some of them are protected 
in the Kisatchie Hathional Forest which adjoins Montrose plantation, 

I believe, I still marvel that i n 36,000 deer skins were 

exported from this area, as the official records for that year 
indicate, It is difficult to imagine such a wealth of wild game 
in this region alone, 

I was talking with the college library today and learned that 
qll members of the Library Association have just received a letter, out¬ 
lining the determination of the Association to maintain their 
opposition to book burning and asking each member to contribute # 14,00 
to carry oh the work. In view of other organisations devoting 
themselves to such ends, and asking their members to contribute 
#3.00 each, this $14,00 each for every member of the Library Association 
appears a bit steep, 

% 

ut I must remember the wider margins at top and bottom tonight 
and break off forthwith. Besides, ean de la Fontaine is just 
at my elbow, waiting for me to give him a spin, and I am in 
such a mood to accommodate that gentleman, I smiled to myself 


OCtUMr d IIIU W* L>U UL Lv L/C t/ddU <J CT I * O X CT III d I * • X O Wt * X CT d 1/l J O O X J 

last night when, through chance, I stumbled on some historical play 
which noted zhe Revolutionary doings of one Mr, Lee of--—of all pi 
Lyme . 


place ,-\ 


Tuesday, December 22nd, 2953• 


Memorandum• 

As you may have noticed, I finally tracked down the elusive 
stationery. And the reason I couldn't find it was because it 
was slap beside me on the tabouret holding my reading machine, 
with my knee almost touching it as I pecked away at the Royal, 

» 

And may.I thank you for your Monday-Tuesday letter which, 
under ordinary x circumstances would have reached me on Saturday, 
but the seasonal drag must have held it back for a day, Sunday, whic 
meant tow, for a Monday deliyvery, ^and then 8ntil Tuesday for 
a secretary dragging the "footsies", 

Tonight, the grapevine tells me, she arrived while I was at 
aupper and 3 he didn't wait, which was good sense, because it is 
cold. But Y, C, passed this way.when his mama told him I 
needed aid and he helped along as -best he could but, oddly enough, 
he seems to be forgetting how to read, which reminds me that 
often people in these remote parts who sometimes are out of sight 
of a clock for some months, tend to forget how to tell time. Lucky 
people, 

Maturally I read but your letter and shall hold the balance of 
the mail until tomorrow. It is growing rather heavy and I shall 
h a ve to keep on my "thinking cap" when I finally get around to 
examining it in bulk. Yesterday's post contained 3 7 envelopes, 
half a dozen of which were probably letters, the balance probably 
cards. Today's batch numbered 46 and these two patches, added 
to Wednesday ^3 . crop, ought to provide quite a sitting, ut 
a s I have to catch no train, I can let most of them pile up for 
a few days without missing much, I imagine, 

I rounded up a pretty good assistant this morning at 11, but 
before he had finished the first date line, a tap came at the door. 
It was Mary Pringle and some matron who was pleasant but dumb. 

With dinner at 22:30, there icasn t so much time to do anything 
by way of discussing business until afterward, although I did 

get time to examine an extraordinary contraption which Mary had 
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made for me. °he is a nice person but her taste is so novel t iot 
I wish she would stick to the porcelain things I have recommended to 
her attention, I must describe it to you, although words will 
convey very little. In size, it might be compared with your lovely 
Wedgewood cake box But the thing is five sided instead of being 
round It has a top and a bottom, and the whole thing is 
made of cellophane or some such business, with each of the f ive . 
panels having a photograph of some Melrose scene, perhaps 6 by 8 mcl 
showing through the celophane. These five sides are laced together 
with red cord, and the five sided top has the same type of lacing 
all around. In the middle of the cover is a rather larger piciure 
of me standing in front of the big house, A red tassel of the same 
material as the lacing enables one to lift the lid easily, turn the 
thing upside down and there is a picture of the old store. 

ut handle the thing gingerly because the whole things starts to 
collapse if you look at it, —or even if you don t, Mary ex¬ 
plained that it was to hold the in-coming letters # One week s 

operation of the thing and it would be in tatters # It s all so 

Gay 'on and terrible and it emerges as almost a prize in the 
field of curiosities # And it's one of those darnqd things 

that you feel bound to preserve and yet you haven t the slighte t 

notion as to where to put it out of sight and how you can remember tc 
avoid squshing it. 

And speaking of Christmas in general, I was impressed by 
the fact that your package apparant'ly go f t a little ahead of the 
slowdown in t affic, and I hope you don t mind that I delivered 
the packages across the fence promptly instad of holding them 
until closer to Friday, The ladies are very scrupilous about 
not opening their presence until Christmas morning and I notice 
several gifts in the living room, gracing the mantle, and slal in 
the middle are the two from little Miss Lee, and I must say 
that they are more beautifully wrapped than all the others further 
along the same prominent resting place. 

My reading machine went out of whack a9 a ^ n yesterday, I 
shall saying nothing about it until after the big rush is over, But 
I shall miss it, I can't recall if I mentioned yesterday that 

the Talking oooks Topics arrived t _ the recorded edition, and to 

my delight I found A, Scourby has read Dostievski's The Idot, 

I have never read the novel, --it was done about 1888, if I remember. 1 , 
correctly, but if it is anything like the Brothers Karamazov, I shall 
admire the handiwork of the artist who is always splendid, even 
when writing about things that are pretty gruesome and in less 
adroit hands, not at all interesting, , Lord, Lord, here we are 
at the end of our chat, and not yet started, Veil, there s tomorrow ^ 


Wednesday, December 23rd, 19 53. 


.Memorandum: 

Your elegant letter, your equally elegant card, both came 
to hand being under the same cover, in today s post, irriday 
was the’date in memory serves, and I wonder how you found time amidst 
all the hurly-burly, and the inevitable hurly-burly just ahead, 

I can but marvel at how you keep your head and strength m such 
commotion I pray you not to think of writing until January has 
come and all the excitement has subsided a little, even though there 
be scant hope of imagining a date when a semblance of solitude will 

return, 

I suppose maturity inevitably a looks askance at youth, and 
I must say I find the episode which you recited concerning the 
doings around Rhode Island, Washington and the Lord knows where all 
<ust too stupid for words. It is heartening to know that at least 
some of the institutions are stamping that sort of stuff out. 

But I had better not get high blood pressure over such doings, but 
I feel like batting anybody who furthers such ridiculous antics, 

I wanted to thank you for telling me about the title °f 
Anne's new novel. It will probably stand as one p/ her books, whether 
popular or not, that was created under as much strain as is 
Supposed to have gone into so many books the better bra ckets, 

t 

It is good news that you are having Thursday off, I hope 
circumstances will permit you to concentrate a little _ondomestic 
chores and thus avoid some of the terrific strain of Friday. 

But 1 have no doubt there will be the usual last minute things to 
be looked after in the big road and then, of course, one can plan 
such times as one pleases, but somehow a million other people 
can up-set the apple cart so easily without even trying, 

A day of chill and synthetic sunshine obtained, with 
the thermometer never getting above 42 and the ice in St. Giggm 
never, thawing. It will be 10 degrees colder tonight and 
the Weather ureau was very careful to avoid the word snow u 


J 
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nromised "percipitation'. I wish a spanking breeze would spring up 
P from the Gulf and blow the cold front to smithereens. Oddly enough 
the cold seems to be coming not from the 'forth but from the 
East, and the South East, —which seems odd enough, except 
that Florida is said to be freezing. And speaking of 

the latter place reminds me that I heard a conversation today 

which impressed me as being so true for the speaker. There 
was talk . bout the impending R. E. a. pow-wow in ■*“»*»* ““ 
earlu in January sometie§ and mention was made that every ody 
would skip over to Havana for a quick-look-see, but when i 
appeared that the jaunt there would cover mostly the 
there was much pouting for everybody knows that the only point 
in going to avana is to go to the night spots . Imagine. 


Dr. Rand passed by to see me late this afternoon. He 
seemed fine. Re said everybody, including in-laws, were 
going to spend Christmas Day with Frances Rand oackin Shreveport 
Ind that they planned to pass this way going up. That sounds like 
a rather lage concourse, perhaps lb or 20 people alJ , ie 
Alexandrians of the family really do go and I shud er to 
think of the commotion around here but 1 always believe m large 
numbers if Shreveport comes down here on that day. 

Dr. Combs had to go to Alexandria today and so he stopped 
off here and picked up my reading machine, taking it with him, and 
as he was back in Natchitoches by noon, the repair shop J ixed 
the thing and tomorrow he will bring it down, so I shall no 
be without it over the week end, and I am turly grateful jor 
that.Helen came today and we did one or two letters,but 
as Dr. Rand arrived in the midst of it, I let everything go, and 
was happy I had read your letter and your lovely card first 

off the bat. 

If and when I get caught up on the first class stuff, I 
so much want someone to run through the current issue of L y e > 
and particularly the article about the Cathedrals. I, of course, 
recognized San Marco's. It seems to me my tour with Henry 
Adams from Mont San Michell to Chartres ought to put me in 
a perfect moodfor getting a maximum out of the Life article. 

Between jumps today I took time out to turn through 
Plaisir de France again. I am finding so much pleasure and 
so many new concepts, just in turning through it. t s sucn 
a pleasant Christmas with Theodore and Plaisir and all..... 
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Ihursday, December 24th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 


in 


There's much racket outside, what with fire crackers off 
direction of the honkey-tonk exploding frequently. Some of them 
be of considerable intensity as I can feel the vibrationof the floor 


the 

must 


The sky is cloudless, the heavens dotted with a billion stars 
and as the moon will not rise until much later, the setting should 
be perfect for an astral display, whether it might be of 
major planets in conjunction or a real Christmas star as 
described by so many covering this day one thousand nine hundred 
7 nd fifty-fhree years ago. I'm glad nobody mentioned fire crackers on 
that occasion and I cannot harmonize the voices of the herald angels 
and the bang of the fire crackers.. 


The thermometer stood at 18 this morning 
bril iantly all day, the mercury never got up 
it will be cold again. Somehod had the happy 


water system last night, unbeknown to me and so, 


and although the sun shone 
above 42 and tonight 
idea of turning off the 
after stepping 

into my tub about 10 o'clock, I stepped right out again, getting 
damp not at all. And early this morning it appeared the water was 
frozen in the pipes regardless, since the same person who turned the 
circuit off last night supposedly turned it on again this morning. 

Along about noon, I got bored with the whole business aid besides, 

I’Wanted to ake off my ing beard and so I did some fiddling with 
the half dozen gagets and Lo'. there was an abundance Tonight 
the syst m will not be cut off so at least on the morrow if there isn't 
aiy moisture, there will be a good reason. 


I got quite a 
was well since, the 
others passing 
machine I am 
to make'use of 


lot of mail covered this morning, and that 
entire afternoon was taken up with people. Among 
this way was Mrs. Combs who deliverd the reading 
so glad to have this to hand in case I find an opportunit 
it over the week end, as I think, perhaps, I may. 


Pat got off for Texas right after dinner. The clerk's wife 


1 
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came down to Melrose with presents and she and her husband returned 
to town around 4, so J. H. and I supped together alone . 

The clerk will not be here tomorrow and so I shall ho ld this 
memo and mail it with Friday's on Saturday morning 

Dr. Joel Fletcher telephoned me from Lafayette about 2 p.m. 

He was merely conveying greetings a nd inviting me to come down for 
a few days if I cared to at any time but thinking I might 
to make it during this holiday season. I thought it very kind of 
him but, of course, you know the answer. 

You will enjoy reading the somewhat lengthy letter from la Storm, 
for it seems to contain lots of particulars about various Hollywood su. 
and. the reference to C. B. Luce and her latest wrinkle is always arrest 
La Storm had communicated with the 74th Street specialist and 
passed along the correspondence to me , What interested me particular y 
was the line in the physician's letter that a stamped envelope 
should be enclosed by people wishing to hear from him, and 
I notice the envelope to la Storm which I am returning to her, 
bored stamps that had been affixed by the Hollywood Post Office 
and which had to be paid for by the recipient. I take it the good doct 
must have a slight mania on the matter of postage and such m- 
conse-tuentials are always interesting and the more so m the eminent, i 
seems to me. I hope can find K.'s letter to s end along with 
la Storms, the two contrast so strikingly so far as facility in 
the use of a pen is concerned. t seems to me so eveident that 
the elder lady isn't liking California as much as Carolina and 
presume the young one likes it because her family is in the 
ne ighborhood. 

I listened with interest to the Vice President's report on his 
globe encircling , to r. I thought it sounded just like him and 
the false impression he created about the previous Administration 
causing the Korean business was typical of his poverty speech 
during the election and just as mis-leading . There were some 
differences however, in that Poverty gave way to Kings and 
Emperor and his wife who in the election he referred to as Pat al¬ 
though Elmer Davis pointed out that is was Thelma, became in last 
night's speech none other than Mrs. Dixon. Different times, 
different tunes. Let's all pray the Lord that the Vice President 
never looses his Vice. 

And now I want to turn through Plaisir de France for a little 

Fabl ’ 


Friday, being Christmas, 19 53, 


Memorandum: 

It was the happiest Christmas I can remember on Melrose. 

« 

The I Venks came late, —around 11:30, were on their good behavior 
which I didn't know they possessed, and they left early, around 2:30. 

I assume the good behavior was instituted and maintained under 
force of self control, another attribute I didn't know they possessed. 
Which way the wind is blowing, however, in my own case, may or 
may not be guessed by the fact that in former Christmases I have 
received electric blankets, radiolas and the Lord know what all, and 
today I received a handkerchief of somewhat indifferent quality. 

I like • it better that way. 

Colored friends were tapping on my door before sun-up, even 
before I was out of bed, and I like it that way, too. And there 

came some whom I see frequently and some whom I see but once a year t 

and it was all merry. 

Celeste had asked me to drop by her house for a drink at 11 and 
as I reached her doorstep, the lady dcotor and • husband reached the 

same spot at the same time bringing me a gift on their own account and 

what I imagine is a shirt from the C. Vernon Cloutiers. I say on 
the love seat with the lady doctor, —the Joe Henrys and Juanita s 
mother had already arrived, and it was pleasant to talke with the 
lady doctor in spite of the hububbub which deveoped shortly when 
the Wenks blew in. 

% 

The Wenks brought J. H. and. English bull dog which is supposed to 
become a companion to the Boxer which is already a member of the 
household and Celeste said they were half Stine on the strength 
that when she goes to Europe, I shall be Master of the Hounds. 

Why limit it to Europe, but there's no need bringing up that. 

Celeste had sent me a gift earlier in the morning and between 
callers I examined it, - a box containing .toilet waiter and 


and then have a round with the 


a nd so to bed 
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an ear them bottle containing what L assumed might be talcum powder, 

I fiddle with the stopper at the top and was nearly flattened out when 
the gaget worked, squirting liquid soap slap in my eyes. 

It was good luck that I had an extra shirt handy, for as I 
was trying to regain my sight, somebody else was knocking and the 
garment 1 had on was a mess as a result of the trick the gaget 
had played on me. 

The costume of this and that youth passing this way delighted me 
as invariably such things do on Chrisimas Day, There was quite 
a variety of powder blues and oyszer gray suit3, —summer things 
which were probably palmed off by town merchants on country people 
the day before Christmas, With the thermometer at 28, this 
summery effect was really impressive and although a delight to the 
eye, --it all contrasted so nicely in coloring with their dark skins, 
still it didn't seem to push up the thermometer any, I was delighted 
when Clyde Anthony appeared in his same costume as last year, —a 
tuexedo comeplete with white shirt, black bow tie, black pattern leather 
dancing slippers and all, and at 7 o'clock in the morning, and just 
starting off the day from the remotes fastnesses of Little River, the 
effect is wonderful, I suppose an element is added by the fact that 
his skin is black and the white of his eyes are rattier noticeable so tha 
at first glance, one has no idea where clothing leaves off and 
body begins. 

It goes without saying I didn't get an opportunity to do any readin 
from the Four Cathedrals article in Life but later tonight I shall 
read some more from " hartres and Mont St, Michel which will make 
tomorrow's exploration of the Life article that more interesting, 

Tonight the sky is as star-bungled as last night. It was pleasant 
to sit for a little while, well wnapped up, on the gallery, with 
only the candles of the Blessed Martin to vie with the great 
constellations, I reckon I need not enumerate a flock of thoughts 
running through my mind, T reckon 1 need not elaborate on the 
direction in which my thoughts wandered and how I wished that 
you, too, after all the days excitement, might be having a little minute 
to yourself, - alone, I marvel at the terror that word seems to hold 
for most people, --alone, —for somehow it is then that I feel 
nearest to those who, regardless of mere geography, are forever 
close beside me. That is how it is in the quiet of tonight 
and I treasure it more thai any hour of the day . 


Sunday, December 27th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

I was slightly taken aback this morning when the New York 
broadcast of news by Columbia announced, as is the custom, the 
date, the voice stating : 

"This is Sunday, December 17th, 2953 • 

The error was not corrected and I don't see why f it should be, for 
if anyone listening, —let alone the announcer, hadn t realised that 
Christmas of 19 53 had already been achieved, then whatever date was given 
couldn't matter much, 

. 

» 

Requests came in early for pilgrimages on the part of people 
journeying from Oklahoma, Texas and so on to atchitoches this past 
week end to see the lights, I granted three requests for the morning 
which turned out to be too many, since unannounced friends found 
Sunday morning a good time to pay visits, too. 

While in little Miss Alberta's house with one group, a servant 
appeared to say there were people to see me,- ft turned out to 
be the Chalkleys of Lake Charles, making their annual Christmas 
round, I asked them to wait for me at lucca and so divested myself of 
the pilgrims at hand, only to find that other pilgrims had greeted 
the Chalkleys at Yucca, —people unknown to me, and I was glad the 
halkley invited them in, 

I hr.ve known the Chalkleys for years and the l,ady has always had her 
right hand bandaged . Today she asked me if,I didn t think somebody 
in the Natchitoches country could cure her, I told her I had not 
the slightest doubt and that as I had several voodoo practioners as frietu 
I. should be deli hted to put her under their care, 

I asked about their jaunt to Hong-Kong and she said it was an 
idea resulting from a conversation she had had with Mrs, Lisenhower, and 
although there seems to be no point in adding this fact, still there 
is some element pertaining thereto, to wit : Harry Chal)fley> is said 
to own a million acres of tide land oil. 
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But aside /romhaoinp millions " e ;y T ^tfTfVenfftial 

.»»-»»»•*•“**£ SiJ 

they needed six weeks more, returing, to get caught up 

they had a charming English girl with them who is returning 

home in a couple of weeks. •‘W »o »f ‘’^‘store in tom . 

had heard something 7 bout it f r0 with the Cane &iver series 

where they were shopping, that what to ; “ bp 

by way of sftipwnt, “>r a *■> g t(iem her, hauiny 

p e u?“ia«rf *».» .•*«•<* **. * *—• 

the answer to that. n n -+ridne having adopted two children and 

They said that architect, Partridge, having wop ^ ir duplica te 

Tucca house m Dallas. 1 ouan t; as«, u . ...i,.,. J referred 

the lady who worte me on the subject some. time back whenirejerr 6 

her to the architect who ought to know most about the matter. 

- SIS 2£?.£*. 

Vrlu g Vb\eShYrr 7 : r ihe f John iysers cane in the i a/*ernoon “‘f 

£?/.;.* r ss Jast 

wit/i emphasis on Teloise and Abel ard j . 

Aquinas and the Lord knows what others* 

About 20:30 or 22 this morning when ucca was full of P eo f le > ked 

# a pleasant nature then in presets. At dinner Celeste■ ashea me */ 

I im/reoe.oed a telephone /rom Alexandria. I » <! ( ■■ "»*• S '“ e 

wondered whom it might be 3 V tce Tttenfor me 1 feigned utter ingorance 
and had first ffZd¥eel the /andl, they wouidtaoe 

K,t 8 M^ So -uch ?or indap and now /or a dab 0 / i. Fontaine and 
bed. 


Monday, December 28 th, 19 53 ( 


Memorandum : 

n 1 hnut 70 envelopes behind at present writing, and only 

IfXoffhf ^rTIf tZe^nn «« « -e doehet. 

T ought to be up to date. 

Lets of envelopes bear SS-WS* 

h.ue neoer heard and acc0 ^ d '' 9l ’ jI ittili g ? d if secre taries show up. 

Tt'¥nl\UTr P om«Ut e h'e fast Inf If the end of {he week I am sure. 

parties seem to be bust g ) ( m ment there s an egg nog 

Grand Score *» M ^n r uer pent^ ocroes ?be /ei.oe. Cuerp dap, 0/ late 

S?p MV pfrhfpf'fJfady fill'f he faces on the morrow but that will 
' be V alright. P I'm not dreaming of going. 

o • t rinn 1 + nn to d arties to begin with and never go to any 
aoross’the fence, it's odd that 1 centi»™ ^Jeftifgf S-fnfftZont be, - 

fefrfftfowfpfX r:r d up t0 

]Z\»VsVnthftifdesert fp.rhapoh 

JeTh^^o?.™ 5 oS 2 *»a f %Tred‘*an!f Impregnated with 

0/ epgs that the°proper wap So feme 

°th d e r °s P tu%,f°f¥otl'TaZn wUfTfpoon but it in no wap ooinoid.e with 
fy idea of an egg nog. Besides, I like chocolate milk better. 







',v* 
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■today there was a meeting of cotton planters from this section 
of Louisiana, which, as you know is the h art of the cotton producing 
area in the State, Alexandria was the point on which they converged and 
at supper, J, H, was full of particulars a regarding the doings. It 
was called to examine the Agriculture Department's ruling about 
cutting down acreage for cotton aid it appears to have been accomplished 
in such a way that many of the planters will have to get rid of 
a large percentage, in some cases half, of their tenants, George 
Long Huey's and Earle's brother, is Representative from this 
District, J, H, said it was a sight the way he was ^jqing a round 
among the planters, throwing out is arms in desperation and endlessly crying j 

• 

"j 'll do anything you want. I'll do anything you want..,,Just tell me," 

Huey appraoched the genius stage as a politician would have 

told the planters what they wanted and made signs at doing something, 

Earle is a clever politician and would have persuaded the people what 
they wanted, whether it was possible to accomplish or not, but 
George is definitely on the dumb side, eased into office by the name o 
Long and will probably always hold the job without much notion as to 
what it is all about t It was he whose main campaign plank was 
that he would introduce a bill into Congress that would enable 
the overnmment to dig a canal for ocean shipping from the Gulf to 

Alexandria ~~but to what point not even he seemed certain, 

» 

J, H, says that the way the law is rigged, nothing can be done about 
the quota as it is currently imposed by the Agriculture Department, and 
naturally one can but snicker in one's sleeve as one thinks how many 
of these big operators were all out for a change in Washington a year back. 

It rained last night, --a heavy sprinkle most of the time and 
7 lighter one- most all day. But that didn't discourage pilgrims of 
whom there were s everal, including a man, wife and daughter from 
Little Rock, friends of the William Hughes family # They are making 
a round through Louisiana in the interest of their daughter fwho is studying 
Anthorpology and while the mother and father did the tour and sat 
in the living room, talking family portraits, racial strains and so on, 
the daughter contented herself with the cats, finding them much more 
to her liking than such a tiresome .place and subject as Melrose, Per¬ 
haps she was busy contriving Grandpa'3 family tree which out t o be 
wonderflly interesting in alley cat branches, 

• ' L 0 - \ C * 

And now I must roll up my sleeves and knock out some mail t 
If you would jot down the address on the enclose, keeping same for re¬ 
ference, I should be glad . 





in the Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
S ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Tuesday, December 29th, 19 53 


Memorandum s 

Much too busy to get anything done«...,that has characterized 
my whole day and, as usual under such circumstances, I am altogether 
resentful at circumsstances which is just as full of sense as 
beating one's head against a stone wall. 

But the n umber of tiresome pilgrims got into my hair, although 
there was recompense i „ one gentleman and lady from Pittsburg, Kansas 
where ever that may be. 

It seems that they were traveling in the general direction 
of Kansas, as from Hew Orleans, and had reached Natchitoches when 
someone mentioned the African House and so they turned about and 
came down the river road They were perfectly entranced with what aw. 
them for they have recently been doing something or other in 
the Belgian Congo and somehow their pause at this bend of the river w. 
just like being transported back to the field of their recent 
endeavors, 

I never ask pilgrims what their business might be for, first off 
it's none of mine and secondly, people really interested in 
this place don't Some to go into details about some other line 
of endeavor having nothing to do with Melrose, and, generally 
speaking, I'm not at all interested in what anybody is up to. After 
all no per cent of the people in the world aren t doing what they 
wanl.'to do and I can't see as it should make the slightest difference 
to me what tread mill they chance to have been pushed into, 

• 

They spoke of the charm of the real Africans in the Belgian 
Congo and they mentioned the great amunt of mining being 
dones there, — copper, uranium and so on, They also spoke of 
the vast v alm plantations there, owned and operated by Lieber Brother 
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Wednesday, December December 30th, 19 51 


trips, touching on every detail except anything that would 
be of the slightest interest. She is a kind person, but I was 
too tired to borther much with her today. 

And isn't it wonderful how dumb I can be by jockeying 
myself into the greatest possible boring manner by simply 
complaining about others radiating the same stuff • 

Eventually I am going to find an opportunity to get into 
the somewhat formidable stack of mail which daily increases in 
volume. Helen sent me word today that she had hoped to come 
to lend me a, hand as she w as not going to work for Mr, Carter 
at his drive-in down Cloutiervil'le way but the reason she wasn't 
working was because she was having a toothache and therefore 
couldnt get over to Yucca t I am impressed b this form of 
reason and in view of the somewhat sketchy assistance from 
other secrtaries, I fish a bout in the letters, trying to 
discover which, if any, might be important that would be 
manageable by the force at hand I know not if anything has come 
through from little Miss Ramsey*who must be in Marshall by 
now. I shall drop her a line tonight, pointing out that as 
the Henrys are scheduled to run down to Miami for a few days begii 
next 7th or 8th of January, she might pass by here a few days 
later to take up a few things at a time when making visists hext 
door will not be the order of the day. 

"Homes on the Land" by Stewart is a fat book coming to hand 
which I expect to dip into from time to time in the weeks ahead, 
probably sandwiched in between "The Idot" and "Chartres" and 
such like which I shall also re-read in certain sections. I 
believe the "Hames" volume is a Random House or some such and 
ought to contain a lot of inter sting particulars about 
civic and geographical names across the country. I only read 
the introduction and went to sleep before I had finished the 
first page . I was probably sleepy^ to start with and the reader 
is William Lasare whose voice isn t too inspiring toward wakefuln< 
In the first page mention was made of the number of rivers bearin , 
the same name although the words might be in different languages, 
as Red Red River, Riviere Rouge and Colorado River • I was 
awake that at that point because I had never thought of the 
Colorado River as being Red River and I had never heard of 
the local Red River as being called Riviere Rouge . Perhaps 
this is an example of a couple of languarages getting words 
transposed with the adjective of the one language being employed 
to modify a noun which had been confused with a somewhat similar 
word from another language. Bt, Lord, what a dry note to 
end out chat with, and yet we have surprisingly for me arrived 


Memorandum: 

We were scheduled to get a cold snap today but the wave 
broke in a south-easterly direction and so we shall escape. 

It was so sunny and warm it seemed a good time to give the 
Arenbourg "childrensome cotion hulls which have started decomposing 
nicely and I got the impression they were enchanted to receive 
the extra hand-out early this morning. 

Somehow I tucked in half a do 2 en Oklahomans before dinner and 
found time to da some other gardening before the tap of the dinner bell 

I am asking J. H. to get a new dinner bell as the one which has 
been used for so long cracked just after the M a aam's death, and so 
done an 1 1 make much volume of sound any more. At the same time, 

I am attaching a slip of paper to the old bell and giving it to J. H., 
asking him to have the following inscription engraved on it: 

"I belong to 

» 

Melrose Plantation 

- , t .n iii.' ,/ ;• ■ v it • H uco .v- •<> ■ 

.where I servved 

• -■ > 5 l ■■■. iW \- l v 

Cammie C. Henry 

from 1898 to 1948." 

♦ 

» i 

Then I shall place it in some appropriate situation . Don t 
you think so. I hope J. H. will think so, too. 

<. • 1 

Clemence came to see me today, looking as pert as a parrot, dresset 
in tight fitting overalls. She was picking up pecanes and stopped 
in for a "little Howdy" and a glass of wine. She s eems to be getting 
yonger by the moment. 

.1 telephoned Carmen Breazeale at the Chamber of Commerce t is 
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Thursday , December 51st, 19 53, 


morning, recommending that each day she write envelopes carrying 
names of people who drop by to see her when their identity is fresh 
in her mind and when their interest is obviously something that will 
last. Keeping these envelopes on file, I recommended that the 
Chamber of Commerce have greeting cards made, perhaps carrying a 
photograph of the river along Front Street or perhaps the 
design on the Hatchitoches plate. My idea would be to send 
a the c ards out as an Easter greeting along in March f bearing some 
. such wording as 

"The Town of Matchi oches wishes you a joyous Easter 

(signed) Carmen Breazeale, Sectrary, 

Chamber of Commerce." 

and then do the same thing early in flovember, with "Holiday Greetings" 
substituted for Easter in the Spring ones. In this way, the Baster cart 
would remind people of the Hatchitoches country at a time when 
ideas for summer holidays begin germinating, and the ovember cards 
would somewhat subtley remind them of the impending pre-Christmas 
fireworks and 'lighting festivities • 

•j i ( ** $ U 4 5>KO 1. V_> • T>.i s > •*' •* s 0 t -cC c ** ■ ' • & 

With the envelopes being made every day when people register t the 
sum total would be add.ressed without any strain and I am under the 
impression a lot of people would be delighted to be thus remembered and 
the tourist trade might benefit accordingly. 


Memorandum : 

This is the hind of a Mew Year's Eve T like. 

. 

It's quiet. 

The sky is a "darksome veil of blue" and were Yucca Saint Cloud, 

Sir Walter might in truth remark that "ten thousand stars combine 
to light the terrace...... 

Two or three invitations for Mew Year's Eve parties came in by 
telephone today. I believe Pat is going to a dance at the Country Club a 
J . H. and Celeste are attending some kind of a swing out some place in 
town f Celeste telephoned me at 3 this afternoon, --I had not seen her 
at the coffeee hour, --saying she was having guests at 4 and asking if 
I would drop my g dening long enough to pass by. I would. There 
were lots of Marie Antoinettes present and some excellent champagne with 
salted pecanes and the usual delicious odds and ends t Within half an hou 
I had had an opportunity to greet the guests and although no 
secretaries were in the offing, I lied and said I had to go and attend 
to them. It was all very pleasant and the half hour had rounded up 
all that needed attend ng to, so far as I was concerned. 

In pursuance of my idea of having the plantation bell engraved, 

I did a bit of telephoning about the Parish to see where it could he 
done and discovered nobody was available to undertake it. I 
shall accordingly send the bell to Mew Orleans by Celeste when she 
heads down that way next Friday and she can leave it with an engraver 
there. J. H. will fly down to the rescent City on Saturday and 
join the train taking the R. E. A. people to Miami, and 
on their way back, the bell can be brought back home, for a 
week should be able to get the engraving properly etched.. Perhaps 
I mentioned yesterday how I prgposed to have it worded: 


In mid afternoon none other than Irma Somperyac Willard appeared, 
bringing with her two of Ada oack Carver's aunt3 with her. ihey 
seemed entranced with what they had to see, not having been here in 
twenty years and therefore having forgotten much, I suppose, 
sc i ' t ! a'< ' s on, Dc v ' ' Smell ■ L u\ : ■'i and they asked if 

[ would recieve him and his Mother I would And so they went 

on their way, and I back to my gardening unttl first dark. 

I wa 3 'interested in Howard K. Smith's report, in f his chat with 
Ed. Morrow, concerning the state of *inston Churchill s health. I 
had gathered from the reports at the time of the Bermuda conference 
that he was failing but I hadn't realized before that his physical 
strength is vastly impared, so that he has to be helped upstairs and 
so on. Surely he should resign but the type of person who could keep 
all flags flying in 1940 is not the type to withdraw whether 
circumstances seem to warrant such a move, I suppose. I am so glad 
he retained his health long enough to complete his history of the war 
I can think of no world leader who so richly deserves rest . 


"T 

- j- ■- » 

belong to 

Melrose Plantation 
where I served 
Cammie G. Henry 
from 1$98 to 1$48." 

On its return to Melrose, I think I shall place it in the 
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African House, on the top of the old Edgar Allen Poe desk, perhaps 
balancing the candle, as appears in the photograph wherein Grandpa 
is assisting rne at my bookkeeping, 

I had hoped to put the finishing touches on the "Land of Uncle Tom. 
plate today, but too many pilgrims got into n^y hair. Perhaps 
I may have better luck on the morrow. I can t figure on much free time 
on Saturday or Sunday, what with half of Oklahoma probably heading 
Northward from tomorrow's Sugar Bowl game, with a goodly number of 
them stopping off here on their way North 

A package from Nary Pringle - came,to hand in the morning mail. It 
contains callenula by the score and a flock of photographs of the 
dolls made by Linda Jones of Alexandria, 'the latter wants to have 
a book about her dolls published but she has some firm ideas as 
to the color of the binding, the inclusion of endless data having 
little to do with dolls particulars about her parents, etc,, etc. 

I shall put the young plants into the ground but I shall sit on 
the photographs for a few days and then probably ship them back, since 
what Linda wants if a "Mug Book" and she can engotiate with 
some local publisher, such as the Pelican Press f just as well as 
I can. 

I got quite a bit of mail disposed of today but shall be 
unable to send any samples for a few days until I get it sorted. 

There was a letter from Robina who mentioned hearing from you, —to 
her obvious delight, and a letter from Martha Robinson, threatening 
to honor me with a visit immediately after the -January primaries in 
New Orleans. Among the cards, some bearing messages, were many jrom 
people whose identity I have forgotten. Many of these I would 
acknowledge, but except for the cancellation mark, no address 
appears and so those people will be greeted with nothing but silence. 

And now I am going to enjoy my reading machine a bit, —reading 
only the La Fontaine Fables and following same with a dab of a musicale 
after which, as is my custom, I shall meditate o bit in the 
shrine of the Blessed Martin, enumerating the blessings of which 
I am conscious that have come to me during 19 53. And, Lord, 
how many there have been of which I know,-and undoubtedly how men y more | 
which I have perhaps scarcely sensed. 

. vv-'. 

But of one thing I am certain, the happiness of the whole 
year has swung about a single pivoltal point, -- Lyme, 
and grateful am I to God for having, through such a medium, 
made my year and whatever follows, so happy. 

And so Good Night and a Happy Hew Year..... • 










